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BENJAMIN MCKEAN

Assistant Professor
Political Science
2140 Derby Hall
mckean.41@osu.edu

Education
B.A., Harvard University, Social Studies (2002)
M.A., Princeton University, Politics (2006)
Ph.D., Princeton University, Politics (2010)

Teaching/Research
Benjamin McKean is a political theorist whose research considers the role of
dispositions in the achievement and maintenance of political freedom and social
justice, particularly with respect to international politics.

His manuscript, Disposed to Justice, offers a critical perspective on liberal
political theory by restoring a citizen’s-eye view to the issue of global justice. In
part by demonstrating the surprising extent to which John Rawls's theory of
justice relies on elements of Hegel at key junctures, the project shows how
citizens must shape their own dispositions in order for political society to
function fairly. In doing so, it develops a criterion of solidarity to help individuals
understand their political obligations in a social world that forces them to cooperate internationally with others whom shared
institutions and practices fail to treat as free and equal.

McKean is also at work on a second book project tentatively titled Political Freedom and Resentment that extends the conceptual
language of dispositions to understanding the relationship between democracy and populism. His other research concerns
questions of theory and practice, the relationship between aesthetics and power, and how natural and political catastrophes
change our understanding of the meaning of human action.

He received his Ph.D. from the Princeton University Department of Politics in 2010 and received a Harper-Schmidt fellowship in
the Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts at the University of Chicago from 2010-13.
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Media Links
Washington Post: Is it possible to have populism without racism? (2016) 
Political Science: Department welcomes Ben McKean (2013)

Mershon Project
Disposed to Justice (2017-18)
Migration and Global Justice Workshop, with Ines Valdez (2014-15)
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