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My Project: Internship
This summer, I spent ten weeks working at the NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, OH. I was able to live just ten minutes
from work at my home, which was a huge bonus for me personally. Over the course of the internship, I got the chance to meet a
variety of NASA employees, which was a great networking opportunity. As an intern in the Finance Division, I got the chance to
take on a variety of different tasks that all taught me different skills. My main responsibility was working closely with the Center
CFO, who was developing a new cost accounting structure that would be implemented across all NASA Centers. I attended
meetings with him, took notes, created PowerPoint slides (below), and created examples of the new cost accounting system in
Excel. I also had the chance to assist a new employee in one of his first projects as a NASA employee. It was interesting to compare
the differences in working with an executive and a new employee. These experiences give me confidence that I’ll be prepared for
future work experiences.
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Transformation
Throughout this internship experience, I felt that I was able to
transform in many ways. As this was my first internship
experience, it was great to be able to apply things I’d learned in
class in a professional setting. I also now feel more confident that
my interest in my major will also transfer to my career. The work I
was doing over my ten-week internship was interesting and
important, and it was definitely something I could see myself doing
long-term. Simply having that professional experience has made
me much more confident in myself, and I know that that confidence
transferred over to my internship search this year, which helped me
get another summer internship to further develop my skills.

I was motivated to select this project because I wanted to get some real-world experience after my sophomore year to set myself
apart from other business students and gain some insights on what I may want to do after graduation. I feel that I was able to
accomplish both of those things during my ten weeks at NASA. I wanted to gain some experience about what it was like to work in
an office setting, which I felt would prepare me for future internship opportunities. I was also motivated to accept this project
because the opportunity to work at a place as unique and distinctive as NASA was too good to pass up.
The most transformational part of my project was the confidence and skills it’s given me as I’ve looked for another internship this
year. While I loved my time at NASA, I wanted the opportunity to get a different internship experience so I had something to
compare it to. My time at NASA helped me stand out from the crowd of other business students and assisted me greatly in my
internship search this year. I also feel much more confident that my abilities as a worker have been developed as a result of my time
at NASA, which will help set me up for success at my next internship.

