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The project was to attend the Intensive Language Program in Suzhou 
continuing my study of the Chinese Language. I believed this study abroad 
program would be more beneficial than regular classes due to its location, 
while I learned more about the language I would also be submersed within 
the culture. 

I have been completely and utterly lost on the idea of where I want to head 
with my career. I have explored a few areas within my major, but on a whole I 
didn’t know where to start. So, when we were tasked with a research project 
with individualized topics, I was a little lost on where to start. I started off 
really broad, but as I continued to narrow down the questions to ask people I 
realized that all of my questions were business related. As the project 
continued to change I realized the direction I was headed: China’s E-
Commerce. I had had a small amount of exposure to this topic before but 
conducting research in it was something I had never done before. However, by 
the end of the summer I gave a 30-minute presentation on my finding of the 
subject and answered questions from my classmates, all in Chinese. This has 
given me an understanding of where I want to go with my career as an 
International Business student and has opened me up to the pathway of 
research and possibly graduate school.

How could traveling to 苏州, China and intensively studying Chinese for the 
summer help me to achieve the what I want to contribute to this world, is a 
question I’ve asked myself a lot while I was planning this project. I want to live 
in China after graduation, to be able to work there also. For that I need to be 
fluent in Chinese. With this goal in mind I have several smaller goals that I 
need to achieve, one of them being a goal I set for myself my freshman year 
and is also another stepping stone to a different goal. Last summer I took an 
intensive study to jumpstart my path to fluency and being able to do this 
program is a great way to continuously strive towards fluency. 


