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Fall Symposium at Wright State
The Fourth Fall Symposium of the Society of Ohio
Archivists will be held on Saturday, November 6, at Wright
State University. The symposium topic will be "NonTextual Materials: An Archival Problem." The increasing
importance of media-based primary source materials and
records make this year's symposium of vital interest to
archivists, manuscripts curators, and librarians alike.
Whether film, magnetic tape, or iconographic articles . are
accessioned separately or within a collection of written or
printed documents, their preservation, storage, arrangement, and description pose special problems for all
repositories. Questions concerning proper care will increase as the collection and use of these materials accelerates. This year's symposium will provide an excellent
introduction for those unfamiliar with non-textual
materials, and it will also present a forum for detailed
questio~s and discussion on the complexities such materials present to their custodians.
Wright State University, whose Library Resources Center has dealt intensively with non-textual records, is an
appropriate host institution for this fall's meeting. The
university was founded in 1964 as the Dayton campus of
Miami and the Ohio State universities. Wright State
gained independent status in 1967 and became Ohio's
youngest state university. It now serves approximately
11,000 students on the main campus in Fairborn, at a
branch in Celina, and at its academic center in Piqua. The
university offers sixty undergraduate and twenty-one
master's programs. Wright State enrolls the largest proportion of graduate to undergraduate students of any
school in the state university system.
The symposium sessions will include a morning panel
discussion on the storage and preservation of non-textual
materials. Panel chairman will be John Thackery, assistant director of the Dayton and Montgomery County Public
Library. He is the outgoing president of the Ohio Library
Association. Panel members will be Richard R. Ward,
assistant professor of library administration at Wright

Fawcett Hall, Wright State University

State (former film librarian at Purdue University); William
Lehman, un~versity television coordinator at Wright State;
and Robert B. Jones, photographic services specialist at
the Ohio Historical Society.
A luncheon -at the University Center will be accompanied by an address by Royal Frey, chief of the Research
Division at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Mr. Frey will
speak on "The Pleasures and Pitfalls of Non-Textual
Materials."
In the afternoon, a second panel will discuss the arrangement and description of non-textual materials. The
chairman will be William E. Bigglestone, archivist of
Oberlin College and past council member of the SOA.
Panel members will be Hermine Baumhofer, retired chief
archivist of the United States Air Force Motion Picture
Depository and a fellow of the Society of American Archivists; John P. Webb, head of Archives and Special Collections at the Wright State University Library and current
council member of the SOA; and Carolyn LeaMond, pic(cont. on page 7)
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This issue of The Ohio Archivist is the first published
from its new editorial headquarters, the Ohio Historical
Society. As former editor, we relinquished our duties very
reluctantly. •we found the newsletter a most rewarding
challenge. Particularly grafifying was the increasing cooperation of archivists, historians, and librarians in reporting news and preparing feature articles.

In the beginning, two years ago, we struggled to fill
twelve pages; but through the ensuing months, during
which our membership expanded by forty per cent, the
amount of copy submitted for publication exceeded the
newsletter's space. This was largely due to the initiation
of new and _the expansion of old archival and historical
research programs. We hove hoped that another contributing factor was recognition that the Ohio Archivist is
worthy of both the attention of our members and the
scholarly community in general. We are proud that, while
SOA membership is limited to persons living or working
in Ohio, institutions from Maine to California subscribe
to the newsletter.
A special word of gratitude is due Meredith B. Colket,
Jr., director of the Western Reserve Historical Society. He
not only offered his moral support in the creation of the
SOA, but also made the facilities and staff of the historical
society available for production of the newsletter. We
also take this opportunity to extend our best wishes to
our new editor, Mrs. Andrea D. Lentz.

The Ohio Archivist is the biannual newsletter of
the Society of Ohio Archivists. It is published every
spring and fall prior to the regularly scheduled
meetings of the society.
The editors welcome articles, photographs, opinions, and other suggestions.
Andrea D. Lentz, Editor
Melanie J. Braithwaite, Managing Editor
Address: The Ohio Historical Society
1-71 and Seventeenth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211

Membership in the SOA is open to all residents of
Ohio or to those who are employed in this state. Annual dues are $3.00 per year. Subscriptions to the
newsletter are available at $3.00 per year. Address
all membership and subscriptions inquiries to:
Mrs. D. E. Helmuth, SOA Secretary-Treasurer
Adelbert Main Building
Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

The SOA will focus in the short term on four basic
points. The first will be the continuation, improvement,
and possibly even the expansion of the newsletter. Second
will be the development of a series of workshops and
meetings. In addition to making technical and procedural
expertise available to our members, these meetings will
give them an opportunity to visit a new series of archival
institutions in various parts of the state. Such will be the
case with our upcoming meeting at Wright State University. Experts there will address themselves to the
preservation, storage, arrangement, and description of
non-textual records - matters of concern to most
archivists. Thirdly, we must mobilize our forces to wrap
up the data compiling stage of the SOA guide project.
And fin ally, we need to build our membership to a level
that will ehable the SOA to sustain itself financially. Although we will probably continue to rely on host institutions to assist in financing our annual meetings, we do
need a base of 200 annual members to insure the newsletter's publication and to support the society's other
administrative costs.
We hove in the post, ore now, and will continue to ask
you, our members, to encourage your associates and other
interested parties to join the SOA. Please feel free to give
names of potential members to any of the officers or
council members, who will pass the name on to our newly
established membership committee. Our membership
goal could easily be reached if each current member
would bring in one new member by December, 1971.
Wouldn't this be a wonderful tribute to our past president,
Mr. David R. Lorson, who poured so much of his time,
effort, and enthusiasm into our organization?
KJP
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SAA TO MEET IN
COLUMBUS IN 1972
The Society of American Archivists Council voted at its
June meeting to move its 1972 convention site from New
Orleans to Columbus. The decision was made after considerable complaints were received from SAA members in
the East and Midwest who felt that the locations for the
next three years of meetings were too far from the central
part of the country. The SAA is meeting in San Francisco
this October and in St. Louis in 1973.
The meeting is scheduled for Monday through Thursday, October 30 through November 2, 1972. SAA Secretary
F. Gerald Ham has predicted that this convention will be
the biggest in the organization's history, and he expects
attendance to far exceed the previous high of 510 set in
Washington, D.C., in 1970.
The convention will be located at the Sheraton Hotel
where all sessions, two luncheons, and the president's
banquet will be held. David Larson, chairman of the local
arrangements committee, will appoint committee members to represent other libraries and archives in Ohio. The
Ohio Historical Society will serve as host institution for the
meeting and will sponsor tours through the Ohio Historical Center and the traditional cocktail party before the
president's banquet.
All Ohio archivists, manuscripts curators, and librarians
are urged to set aside time to attend the convention,
which will provide excellent opportunities to meet fellow
professionals from around the country and to participate
in sessions reflecting national concerns, concepts, and
achievements.
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Interior of Buchtel Hall, University of Akron, after fire on
May 8

NINTH ARCHIVAL SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCED
The Region 5 Records Center in Chicago has announced
the program for its Ninth Archival Symposium to be held
on Monday, November 15, at the University of Chicago
School of Law. The topic will be "Research Use of Federal
Court Records: What, Where, and How." Speakers will
include Cincinnatian Irwin S. Rhodes, an attorney and
legal historian, speaking on "Locating, Selecting, and
Reproducing Federal Court Records on Microfilm," and
former SOA council member Bruce C. Harding, now chief
of the Archives Branch of the Federal Records Center at
Chicago, discussing "Research Opportunities at the
Region 5 Archives Branch."
Other speakers will be Mrs. Dorothy Gersack, Records
Appraisal Division, NARS, Washington, D.C. ("The Origin,
Development, and Operation of the Federal Courts
Records Program of NARS"); Mary K. Tachau, Department of History, University of Louisville ("Researching
and Writing on Federal Courts in Kentucky"); and Dr.
Stanley Katz, University of Chicago Law School (commenting on the program and on the future of legal
history). More information on the symposium can be obtained by writing to Bruce C. Harding, Chief, Archives
Branch, Federal Records Center, GSA-NARS, 7201 S.
Leamington Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60638, or by calling
(312) 353-5720.

Fires at Akron and Denison
Threaten Records
In the early morning hours of May 8, 1971, a fire at
the University of Akron destroyed much of Buchtel Hall,
which housed administrative offices and many of the university records. However, due to the steel filing cabinets
used for their storage, very few records were lost. Water
worst damaged papers. Personnel, directed by University
Archivist Dorothy Hamlen, spent many succeeding weeks
drying and restoring records, most of which will now be
permanently assigned to the archives. Miss Hamlen reports that many university offices have transferred their
records more quickly in the ·wake of the fire, though she
notes that this process had been well under way as part of
Akron's centennial program. Because of the fire, she also
has gained increasing support for the archives' microfilm
program.
A similar fire at Denison University in Granville gutted
one wing of Doane Administration Building later this
year. Again, steel files prevented any great records loss,
which in this case included those in the personnel and
registrar's offices. Non-current records stored in the
school's library were not endangered by the fire. The
causes of both fires are still being investigated.
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Backyard scene in a Cleveland immigrant community, ca. 1920

WRHS-ln Search of Ethnic History
In recent years historical interest has been directed, or
redirected, toward America's minority groups. Ethnic history has become a part of this trend. Historians are now
engaged in detailed studies of specific immigrant communities and of the immigrants' attitudes and ideas concerning their new surroundings.
Cleveland has great potential resources for the ethnic
historian.. As late as 1955, over forty-six distinct ethnic
groups were to be found in the city, each having some sort
of cultural organization representing it. Cleveland's immigration experience dates back to the 1830's when large
numbers of Irish came to the city during the building of
the Ohio Canal. The Revolution of 1848 was cause for a
large influx of Germans to the city. Other revolutions were
partially responsible for the first eastern European immigration to Cleveland, bringing, for example, many
Czechs into its environs in the early 1850's.
Immigration from eastern and southern Europe to
Cleveland began on a large scale in the last quarter of the
nineteenth century when the city's rapid industrialization
required large numbers of unskilled laborers. Among the
major groups represented in this "new" immigration were
the Italians, Poles, Lithuanians, Slovenes, Hungarians,
and Slovaks. This phase of immigration to Cleveland continued unabated until World War I and was ended by the
immigration laws of 1924.
Today, some fifty years after the period of mass immigration, the city still retains distinct ethnic neighborhoods. The Italians, Poles, Lithuanians, Hungarians,
Slovenes, and Czechs are among the larger groups retaining a neighborhood identity. Cleveland's rich ethnic
heritage spurred the development of the Western Reserve
Historical Society's Ethnic Archives Project. It is hoped
that such a project may serve to gather ethnic source
4

materials before the breakdown of the ethnic communities scatters them beyond retrieval.
Prior to acquiring any new material, the society needed
first to appraise its holdings that referred to immigration. The resuJting bibliography includes books, newspapers, and manuscripts pertaining to immigration both
in Cleveland and in general. Although the 400 entries predominantly pertain to Irish and German immigration,
they also reveal a foreign language newspaper collection
representative of many ethnic groups. Among these newspapers are Czech publications dating from the 1870's, a
nearly complete run (1916-1966) of the Wiadomosci
Codzienne (Polish Daily News}, fairly large holdings in
the Hungarian and Italian press, and current subscriptions
to every foreign language paper published in Cleveland.
At present, the bibliography is being prepared for distribution up9n request.
Next, a pilot manuscripts acquisition program was
undertaken. Its purpose has been to ascertain the availability of ethnic archival materials within the Cleveland
area. Attention has been directed primarily toward
political and neighborhood leaders, publishers, and select
organizations within the groups comprising the "new"
immigration.
Actual work on the pilot project was begun in July,
1971. Important individuals are being identified by using
available histories of each ethnic group and translated abstracts of the foreign language press prepared by the
Works Progress Administration in 1937 and 1938. This
work has already resulted in several manuscripts acquisitions. In all cases, the people or organizations approached
were most cooperative: in several instances, individuals
expressed gratitude that such a project was being under(cont. on page 7)

Profile:
The American Association
for State and Local History
Ohio archivists and librarians concerned with documenting the local history of their areas can directly benefit
from the efforts of a unique national historical organization that shares many of their goals. The American Association for State and Local History was founded in 1940
to serve amateur historians and • professionally trained
scholars alike. It treats a broad spectrum of local history
interests-from historical museums and sites to libraries
and manuscript collections, from junior history clubs and
elementary school classrooms to historical societies and
university campuses. The organization is particularly
helpful to SOA members in relating specialized archiveslibrary work to the many other facets of historical preservation and to the wide variety of organizations that are
participating in these efforts.
The association is perhaps best known to its members
through its publications, most of which are sent free as
part of the membership benefits. The monthly magazine,
History News, provides the 3,800 members and subscribers with up-to-date articles about noteworthy
events in the state and local history field, reviews of important books and articles, new ideas for historical society
and museum work, reviews of filmstrips and audio-visual
materials, and evaluations of special local history programs and accomplishments throughout the nation. Most
issues of History News are accompanied by a special
bonus-one of the association's valuable technical leaflets.
These practical manuals deal with a wide variety of
activities of interest to organizations with historical programs. Among the number of leaflets relating directly to
archives-library work are: "Caring for Manuscripts and
Related Materials" (#8); "Rare Book and Manuscript
Preservation Techniques" (#13); "The Library in the Small
Historical Society" (#27); "Tax Problems of the Collector"
(#31); "Tape Recording Local History" (#35); and "A System of Manuscripts Appraisal" (#41).
The association also sponsors and distributes longer
publications. One familiar to all archivists is Lucile Kane's
A Guide to the Care and Administration of Manuscripts.
A recent grant from the Council on Library Resources
will enable the association to publish in the near future a
detailed manual on the administration of archives and
manuscripts collections.
The AASLH annual meeting is held every fall and provides a full program of workshops, technical sessions,
formal presentations, and social events. At least two
major sessions each year deal with archives and library
concerns. This year Dick Haupt served as program chairman for the meeting held September 15-18 in Portland,
Oregon. SOA member David Larson led a session on "New
Directions In Collecting and Researching ArchivesLibrary Collections." The 1972 meeting will be held in
Providence, Rhode Island.
Other AASLH activities include an annual awards program, sponsorship of yearly seminars for historical administrators and for editorial staff, a job placement service, co-sponsorship of the popular bimonthly magazine
American Heritage (a valuable source of funding to the

organization), publication of the biennial Directory of
Historical Societies and Agencies in the United ·s tates and
Canada, and regional meetings of various types throughout the United States.
•
Despite the close relationship of the AASLH's work to
that of many Ohio organizations, some smaller states have
fifty to one hundred more members than has ours. The
one hundred and twenty-three Ohio members place us
tenth among the states in representation. Only a small
number of SOA members belong to the AASLH as well.
These include Esther Benzing, Bill Bigglestone, Meredith
Colket, Dick Haupt, David Larson, Jack Large, Kermit
Pike, Richard Ryan, Tom Smith, and Richard Wright.
Since much of the archives work in Ohio focuses on local
and regional history, the AASLH could be an asset to a
much higher percentage of SOA members.
Three types of membership are available: a personal
membership at dues rates from $8.00 (standard) to $25.00
(sustaining); a subscription membership for public and
university libraries at $20.00; and an institutional membership for historical societies, priced on a sliding scale
according to operating budget and ranging from $20.00
to $100.00. All SOA members are invited to personally
join and to have their library or historical society do so as
well. Further information and membership forms can be
obtained by writing to Mrs. Jerilyn R. Shelley, Membership Secretary, American Association for State and Local
History, 1315 Eighth Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee
37203.

Cincinnati Historical Society
Endowment
The Cincinnati Historical Society has received an endowment of $200,000 to organize and care for its new
accession, the manuscripts and archives of the German
Methodist Church in the United States. The collection,
which includes a complete set of the church's newspaper
and over 3,000 books as well as manuscripts and archives,
will be transferred to the society this fall. Mrs. Alice
Vestal has been hired as curator for the collection and will
be in charge of its arrangement and description. The
society hopes_to open the collection for research within
six months ofthe actual transfer date.
The German Methodist Church was founded in Cincinnati in the 1830's. A German-speaking branch of the
Methodist Church, it retained its separate identity until
1931 when it merged with the United Methodist Church.
During its one hundred year existence, the church had its
headquarters in Cincinnati and was composed of congregations throughout the United States. The church was
singular in its successful missionary activities in Germany
where, as a result, congregations were also established.
The church records contain much information on the
Cincinnati headquarters and materials from both the German and the American congregations. The collection
spans the entire history of German Methodism and should
be an unparalleled source for religious, ethnic, and urban
historians, genealogists, and students of sociology and
theology.
5

Oral History in Chillicothe

State Library staff members (I. tor.) Richard Palmer (network
coordinator) and Joseph Shubert (state librarian) present a
check to help finance the Ohio Historical Society's newspaper
project to society staff members David Larson (chief of the
Archives and Manuscripts Division) and Paul Hill (newspaper
librarian).

Newspaper Project Approved

The State Library of Ohio has approved a $22,000 grant
to the Ohio Historical Society for a two-year statewide
newspaper project. Federal funds received through the
Library Services and Construction Act provisions will be
used to employ a full-time staff member, to finance field
travel, and to partially underwrite the publication of a
newspaper guide.
The project has four components. The first, the acquisitions portion, will include an intensive statewide collecting effort to locate papers not now at the Ohio Historical Society (the society only holds significant runs
of about half the newspapers ever published in the state)
and to transfer them to the Ohio Historical Center. The
accessions work will also bring together broken microfilmed runs by combining the holdings of several libraries.
The second, a microfilm program, will solicit from newspaper publishers microfilm editions of all papers that
they themselves are presently microfilming commercially. For selected newspapers of high research value,
the Ohio Historical Society will begin preparing microfilm editions for sale to other research institutions.
The third, a reference system for accurate data on the
availability of newspapers to visiting researchers and for
interlibrary loans, will be established through the eight
institutions in the Ohio Network of American History
Research Centers. A union reference file will be kept in
Columbus to update the newspaper guide.
The fourth and most important, a Union List of Ohio
Newspapers Available in Ohio, will be published at the
end of the two-year period. Actually a second edition of
6

The Chiliicothe camput of Ohio University has announced a proposal to tape a series of oral history interviews. The program has been planned in cooperation with
the Ohio Historical Society and the Ohio Network of
American History Research Centers. It has been designed
to record the political, cultural, economic, and sociological
history of the Black communities of Ross and Pike counties. The proposed schedule calls for one hundred interviews within the first year of the project.
An advi~ory committee including town and gown
leaders of both Black and White communities has been
established to assist the project staff, which will include
Dr. Russell A. May, director of continuing education at
Ohio University-Chillicothe and Mr. James A. Eldridge,
veteran journalist. A full-time secretary and a number of
Black interviewers will also be employed. The transcribed
interviews will be placed in the library at Ohio UniversityChillicothe, in the Archives and Manuscripts Division at
the Ohio Historical Society, and in the Main Library at
Ohio University-Athens, representing the Ohio Network.
The transcriptions will be available to all researchers, subject only to legal limitations imposed by individual persons interviewed.
Advisory committee members, having conducted preliminary research for the project over the past year, feel
that the interviews will reflect a number of very significant characteristics of the Black communities in Ross
and Pike counties. They suspect that sharp differences in
life style may exist between Blacks in rural communities
and those in nearby urban areas such as Dayton, Columbus, or Cincinnati. The Black communities' length of
residence and lack of mobility in Pike and Ross counties
and their visible and viable role in large community
affairs may be factors of those differences. It is anticipated that the oral history project will, therefore, perform a service to Black history scholars throughout the
country and to those interested in the preservation of this
distinct part of Ross and Pike county history. Work will
begin on the project as soon as funding arrangements
have been completed.

a newspaper guide published by the society twenty-five
years ago, this will be the most comprehensive state newspaper guide published to date. Special guide features will
be a complete bibliography of all newspapers published
in Ohio from 1793 to 1973 (estimated now to number
about 3,500 titles), historical sketches of key newspapers,
and a holdings list for 150 to 200 academic, public, and
special libraries in the state. Other features will be indexes
listing special interest subjects like labor, business, Black,
and religious history and information on the availability
of microfilm editions for purchase or for interlibrary loan.
Staff members working on the newspaper project team
are David R. Larson, project director; Paul F. Hill, project
supervisor; Stephen C. Gutgesell, assistant; Dwight T.
Landis, assistant; Robert B, Jones, microfilm coordinator;
and an acquisitions coordinator.

Oral History Association
Meets in Bloomington
The Sixth National Colloquium on Oral History was held
at Indiana University in Bloomington October 8-10, 1971.
Over two hundred oral historians, archivists, scholars, and
interested persons from across the country attended.
Preceding the general meeting, a two-day workshop
October 7 and 8 dealt with basic oral history procedures
and offered instruction by nationally prominent oral historians. The colloquium itself stressed advanced ideas in
traditional oral history programs, new methods of interviewing, and oral history uses in a variety of disciplines.
The meeting emphasized innovation and change. The
main colloquium speaker was James MacGregor Burns,
author of the two-volume work on Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The Lion and ·the Fox and Soldier of Freedom, for which
he won the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize.
To obtain more information about the Oral History Association and/or copies of the Proceedings of previous
colloquiums, persons may write to The Oral History Association, Box 20, Butler Library, Columbia University,
New York, New York 10027. Proceedings cost $3.00 each,
postpaid.

ETHNIC ARCHIVES

WRIGHT STATE

(cont. from page 1)

ture librarian at the Cincinnati Historical Society. Each
panel member in both the morning and afternoon sessions will sp~ak on either f+lm, magnetic tape, or iconography. There will be ample time for open discussion at
each session.
For those who wish to arrive in Dayton on Friday, a
special tour of the new Air Force Museum is being planned
for 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The museum, located in area B of
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, hosts over a half million
visitors annually and is the largest military aviation
museum in the world. Its exhibits include aircraft, missiles, and aeronautical items from Kittyhawk to the present. The mu;eum also has documents, photographs, and
aircraft drawings relating to the history of military aviation.
Accommodations are being reserved at the Sheridan
Motel (across the street from the Air Force Museum and
close to the Wright State campus) for those who wish to
arrive on Friday. Reservation forms for the symposium
may be obtained from John P. Webb, Library Resources
Center, Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 45431.

(cont. from page 4)

taken. Invariably, contacts resulted in new leads and, at
times, in valuable introductions to ethnic group leaders.
The pilot project is demonstrating both the strengths
and weaknesses of such an endeavor. Even the smallest
collection of foreign language material is going to present
enormous processing and cataloging problems to those
untrained in the respective languages. Additionally,
much valuable material has been lost during the long period of historical neglect. Sons and daughters of the
original ethnic leaders have often disposed of their parents' papers, since they have until recently had no acknowledged historical value. Quite frequently, only
sentimental memorabilia remain from the voluminous
records kept by ethnic political leaders.
A special problem inherent in any contemplated large
scale Cleveland ethnic archives project will be the enormousness of the undertaking. Any project involving over
one hundred years of immigration and over fifty separate
ethnic groups obviously will require a large staff and
many years of work.
Despite these problems, an ethnic archives still seems
feasible in light of other results obtained by the pilot
project. The enthusiasm the project has generated indicates that any large undertaking in ethnic history can
receive much support. This enthusiasm has also compensated for the loss of material that was "just thrown
out." In many cases, people who had discarded material
have provided instead leads to acquaintances still retaining documents.
Conversations with persons having ethnic backgrounds
have pointed to another potentially valuable aspect of
such an archives project-oral history. The experience
that this worker has had with the leaders of Cleveland's

The Wright State University Library (Millett Hall)

Polish community illustrates this point. Many people approached seemed more than willing to sit down and
reminisce about the "old days." For some, the old days
went back seventy years, and although conversations
were colored by nostalgia, they were also informative,
candid, and accurate.
Any final decisions to institutionalize and to seek funding for an ethnic archives project must await several more
months of pilot work. Whether any final program will
emphasize oral history or manuscripts acquisitions is yet
to be determined. The further success of this pilot project
will hopefully result in the formal establishment of an
ethnic archives collection at the Western Reserve Historical Society.
John J. Grabowski
Ethnic Archives Specialist
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New SOA officers and
council: Andrea Lentz,
council; Gerald Newborg,
vice president; Kermit Pike,
president; Ruth Helmuth,
secretary-treasurer; John
Webb, council; and
Richard Haupt, council.
(Absent: Kenneth Davison,
council)

SOA Secretary's Report

The Third Annual Meeting of the SOA was held at the
Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland May 7
and 8, 1971. There were two major panels. The session
Friday afternoon was directed toward the problems of
collecting and preserving material for quantitative research in urban history. Dr. Thomas Campbell of Cleveland State University chaired the panel, and Dr. Zane
Miller of the University of Cincinnati, Dr. Hugh Atkinson
of the Ohio State University, and David Larson of the
Ohio Historical Society presented talks. The Saturday
morning session concerned itself with the collection of
more traditional urban source materials. Dr. C. H. Cramer
of Case Western Reserve University was session chairman;
Rev. Nelson J. Callahan of St. John's College, Dr. Daniel
Nelson of the University of Akron, Ruth W. Helmuth of
Case Western Reserve University, and William Bryant of
the Cleveland Growth Association were participants. Each
speaker described types of sources materials available in
repositories in his field of interest. The concurrent workshops Saturday afternoon were scheduled to allow each
individual to attend at least two sessions. Leading sessions
were David J. Rosenblatt, the Ohio Historical Society,
Oral History; Ray B. Browne, Bowling Green State Uni-

SOA Treasurer's Report

Balance on hand, April 15, 1971

Income
Annual Meeting, May 7-8
Dues
Subscriptions

Expense
Annual Meeting
Postage
Newsletter Printing
Balance on hand, August 1, 1971
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$941.25
63.00
18.00

853.96
9.61
336.80

$472.76

1022.25
$1495.01

1200.37
$294.64

versity, Popular Culture; Dennis Harrison and Olivia
Martin, Wes tern Reserve Historical Society, Black History;
Richard W. Haupt, Cincinnati Historical Society, School
Education Techniques; and Andrea D. and Edward R.
Lentz, the Ohio Historical Society, Audio-Visual Media.
A very festive cocktail party, sponsored by the Friends
of the Library, followed a tour of the society on Friday
afternoon. Dinner was served in the Auto-Aviation
Museum, and Frederick C. Crawford was the after dinner
speaker. On Saturday, box lunches were provided in an
informal setting. New officers were elected on Saturday
morning at 9:30, and the results were announced at
the business meeting at 1:00 p.m. Richard W. Haupt,
incumbent council member conducting the election, announced the results as follows: Kermit J. Pike, president;
Gerald G. Newborg, vice-president; Ruth Helmuth, secretary-treasurer; and Andrea D. Lentz and John P. Webb,
council members. In addition to the usual reports on current projects, general appreciation was expressed for the
service rendered to the society by David R. Larson, first
SOA president, and for the extraordinary hospitality of
the Western Reserve Historical Society in hosting this annual meeting.
On May 24 the SOA council met at the Ohio Historical
Society from 11:15 a.m. until 4:45 p.m. Plans were made
for meetin--g sites through 1972, and programming was
discussed for the fall workshop and the next annual meeting in the ~pring. The general topic for both meetings
will be preservation-of non-textual records at Dayton
for the fall workshop and of paper records at the annual
spring meeting at the Ohio Historical Society. John Webb
was charged with program arrangements for Dayton, and
Gerald G. Newborg will help.
The contemplated creation of standing committees produced considerable discussion. The council concluded
that, apart from a membership committee, any decisions
on this question should await consultation with the Ohio
Network of American History Research Centers representatives. The transfer of the newsletter from the
Western Reserve Historical Society to the Ohio Historical
Society was discussed and agreed upon by formal action.
Andrea Lentz is to be the new editor, and guidelines were
formulated for publication. It was agreed that the council
would meet again after the Dayton workshop.

Membership Notes
UNIVERSITY OF AKRON: Mrs. Dorothy Hamlen, director
of the University Archives, sponsored an open house for
university secretaries early this spring. By showing the
secretaries how records were handled and what services
the Archives was prepared to give, she encouraged the
transfer of larger amounts of noncurrent records. She
attributes part of this year's increasing transfer rate to
the open house, and she suggests it as one way to familiarize university personnel with archival programs.
BLUFFTON COLLEGE: Dr. Delbert Gratz, librarian of the
Mennonite Historical Library at Bluffton, is spending his
sabbatical year in Europe. He will continue his work in
compiling inventories of manuscripts in libraries and
archives that relate to "Free Church" groups, concentrating his efforts in Switzerland, southern Germany, and
eastern France.
BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY: Stephen C.
Morton expects to have Volume III (1968-1971) of the
Faculty Publications bibliography to the publisher by the
end of the fall quarter. He also plans this fall to completely recondition the twenty-six scrapbooks of basketball coach Harold Anderson (1942-1963).
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY: Robert W.
McDonnell is the first teaching assistant in the Department of History to be assigned to the Archives as part of
that department's archival program.
The Press of Case Western Reserve University has
recently published A Regional Union Catalog of Manuscripts Relating to the History of Science and Technology
Located in Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio. The 215 page
guide was edited by Edwin T. Layton, Jr. It contains
entries for repositories, business archives, and private
collections. The project was sponsored by the National
Science Foundation.
CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY: Millard L. Jordan has
notified us that the CSU Archives is moving to larger
quarters. Over 300 volumes of materials relating to Fenn
College, predecessor to Cleveland State, have been
recently bound.

WRHS Educational Grant Renewed

The Fenn Educational Foundation has recently approved the Western Reserve Historical Society's request
for renewal of support for the Special Archival Fellowship Program for academic year 1971-1972. A society
trustee, Mr. Clayton G. Hale, was instrumental in the
establishment of this program.
Two students, one each from the Department of History
and from the American Studies Program at Case Western
Reserve University, will receive under the terms of this
grant fellowships totalling $2,500. Each student, supervised by Curator of Manuscripts Dennis I. Harrison, will
work on independent projects relating to the arrangement and description of manuscript collections. The students will receive six hours of academic credit for their
project work.

HEIDELBERG COLLEGE: K~nneth·E. Davison reports that
Heidelberg hosted a two-day conference of the Tri-State
American Studies Association (Michigan-Ohio-Indiana)
on September 17 and 18. The conference theme was "New
Perspectives on the Presidency." Speakers were Thomas
Reeves (Arthur Papers); Louis W. Koenig (New York University); Thomas Cronin (Brookings Institution); Charles
T. Morrisey (Vermont Historical Society); Robert H.
Walker (national president of the ASA, George Washington University); Reverend Harry J. Sievers, S. J. (Fordham); and Vincent DeSantis (Notre Dame).
KENT STATE UNIVERSITY: Dr. Paul Z. DuBois, assistant
director for Readers' Services at the KSU Libraries, has
been elected to the board of trustees of Kelso House, a
restored home operated by the Brimfield Historical
Society.
Dean H. Keller, special collections curator, has had a
third book published by Scarecrow Press, Index of Plays
in Periodicals. The 558 page volume lists more than 5,000
plays published in 103 selected periodicals. His previous
books were An Index to the Colophon (1968) and an
edition of the playwritten version of A Fool's Errand
(1969). Alex Gildzen, field representative for Special Collections and Archives, has had poems published in two recent anthologies, The Living Underground and Poetry:
Cleveland.
OBERLIN COLLEGE: William E. Bigglestone, Oberlin College archivist, reports that his new microfilm camera has
received increasing use since its installation last October.
A number of early college records have been filmed for
security purposes, and some preservation work has been
done as well. The Oberlin College Library is cooperating
with the Archives in filming local newspapers. Mr. Bigglestone is also working with some faculty members on a few
experimental projects involving microfilm for teaching
use. He expects that the second year of camera operation
will be even more productive than the first.
OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Gerald G. Newborg has
published a State Archives Manual for Ohio Governmental
Agencies, which will be distributed in a limited edition to
state government officials. A Guide to Manuscript Collections at the Ohio Historical Society and the Rutherford
B. Hayes Library, edited by Andrea D. Lentz, will be ready
for the printers in October. Microfilm editions and printed
inventories of the James M. Comly, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and Washington Gladden manuscript collections
should be ready for sale early in 1972.
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO: Lucille B. Emch reports that
the Archives is gearing up for the university's centennial
celebration in 1972.
WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY: A Guide to
the Manuscripts and Archives of the Western Reserve Historical Society by Kermit J. Pike will be available for purchase in November through the Press of Case Western Reserve University. The 288 page volume will retail for
$10.00
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Recent Accessions by Ohio Institutions
Bowling Green State University Archives:

Athletic Department. 9 scrapbooks, 1943-1960.
Development Office. Yearbook negatives, 1958-1964. 4 linear
feet.
University Library. Records, 1967-1971. 3 linear feet.
Office of the President (H. D. Williams). Records, 1920-1940.
4 linear feet.
Office of the President. Records, 1967-1971. 3.5 linear feet.
Registrar's Office. Class schedules, 1946-1963. 2 linear feet.
Vice President for Administration. Records, 1950-1971. 7 linear
feet.
Vice President for Research and Financial Affairs. Records,
1967-1971. 7.5 linearfeet.
Vice President for Student Affairs. Records, 1967-1971. 3 linear
feet.
Bowling Green State University, Northwest Ohio-Great Lakes
Research Center:

Allen County. Records, 1931-1951. 1,035 volumes. (Auditor,
commissioners, recorder, sheriff, treasurer, clerk of courts.
common pleas court, circuit court, justices of the peace, etc.).
Carlin Family. Papers, 1860's-late 1940's. ca. 8 cubic feet.
(Prominent Findlay, Ohio family).
Marine Historical Society of Detroit. Papers and records, 18701955. ca. 20 linear feet. (Including John E. Poole Collection of
Great Lakes Materials and log books from the D & C N avigation Company).
Williams County. Newspapers. Runs of 12 newspapers, including the Bryan Democrat, 1865-1949 (87 volumes); the Bryan
Press, 1871-1948 (75 volumes); and the Bryan Times, 1949-1965
(48 volumes). 224 total volumes.
Williams County. Records, 1824-1955. 724 volumes (Auditor,
treasurer, clerk of courts, etc.).
Wood County. Records. 1838-1969. 108 volumes and 64 boxes.
(County recorder; poll books for primary, general, and special
elections).
Cincinnati Historical Society:

Cincinnati Fire Department. Records, ca. 1850-1900. ca. 10
linear feet.
Cincinnati Southern Railway. Indexed minute books, ca. 18701945. 3 linear feet.
German Methodist Church in the United States. Manuscripts
and archives, ca. 1830-1931. ca. 150 linear feet.
Hamilton County Board of Education. Records, ca. 1900-1920.
3 linear feet.
Postcards. Over 200 postcards of Cincinnati.
Kent State University Libraries:

American Cryptogram Association. Library (Manuscripts, periodicals, and over 100 books).
Jean Bothwell. 29 letters, 1955-1970. (Author of children's
books).
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park. Archives, 1960-present. 4
cartons.
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Kent State University. 4 May 1970 archives. 15 boxes. (Books,
periodicals, clippings, near-ftrint, letters, manuscripts, recordings, and tapes relating to the events leading up to and following the killing of four students by the Ohio National Guard).
Robert Lowry (b. 1919). Manuscripts, letters, clippings. 3 boxes.
(Novelist).
Charles A. Mosher (b. 1906). Congressional papers, 1960-1969.
77 linear feet. (Addition). (U.S. Congressman, Ohio's 13th
District).
Open Theater. Archives, 1963-present. 4 boxes.
Gary Snyder (b. 1930). 38 letters, 1956-1964. Manuscripts of
Myths and "Texts and of his translations of Han-shan's Cold
Mountain Poems. (Poet).
Jean-Claude van Hallie (b. 1936). Papers (including the manuscripts of America Hurrah and The Serpent), 1954-present. 16
boxes. (Playwright).
Louis Zukofsky (b. 1904). 39 letters, 1961-1964. (Poet).
Ohio Historical Society

Black Education in Columbus. Oral History Series, 10 taperecorded interviews.
Buckeye Review. Newspaper of a Black . community in the
Youngstown area, 1970.
Columbus Spectator (East, North, South, and West). Local
Columbus newspapers, 1954-1965. 58 volumes.

Friends of the Land. Records, ca. 1940-1962. ca. 150 linear feet.
(Pioneer conservation and ecology organization based in Ohio;
correspondence, minutes, publications, etc. kept by Ollie E.
Fink, secretary).
Girard News. Newspaper, 1970.
H. Otis Green (1876-1960). Family papers, ca. 1875-1925. 4
linear feet. (Ohio Baptist minister; sermons, correspondence,
photographs, and miscellanea dealing with Green's ministry,
agriculture, family activities, and education).
Hubbard News. Newspaper, 1968-1969.
Charles A. Jones (b. 1885). Papers, 1900-1970. ca. 100 linear
feet. (Columbus journalist, private secretary to Frank B. Willis
and Myers Y. Cooper, member and officer of many national
and local civic, service, fraternal, and social organizations).
(Addition).
Donald E. Lukens (b. 1931) . Congressional papers, 1966-1968.
37 linear feet. (U.S. Congressman and state senator).
Ohio State News. Black Columbus newspaper, 1946-1951. 6
volumes.
Reynoldsburg Little Weekly. Local newspaper of a Columbus
suburb, 1961-1970.
Southside Booster. Local Columbus newspaper, 1948-1950. 3
volumes.
Struthers Journal. Newspaper, 1968-1969.
United States Gazette. Philadelphia newspaper, 1813.
Urban Government in Ohio, 1945-1970. Oral History Series, 10
tape-recorded interviews.
Ohio University Archives and Special Collections:

Hart Crane (1899-1932). 9 letters, 1923-1927. (Poet).

Ross County Board of Education. Various school records,
1867-1945. 6 linear feet.

Virginia Glenn Memorial Collection of Readings in Human
Potential. (Periodicals, articles, reprints, and 75 books).
Peter Kaufmann (1800-1869?). Unpublished manuscript and
2 letters. (Ohio printer-philosopher).

South Central Ohio Preservation Society. Records, 1966-present
ca. 1 linear foot.
United Mine Workers of America, District #6 Office. Records,
1920-1947. ca. 12 linear feet.

University Hospitals of Cleveland:

Associate Administrator for Personnel and Administrator of
the Hospitals. Administrative files, 1966-1969. 6 linear feet.
Department of Dermatology. Patient files, minutes of committee meetings, etc., 1964-1969. 6 linear feet.
Medicine in Ohio. Newspaper clippings, 1968-1970. 3 linear
feet.
Nursing Department. Files and manuals, 1963-1968. 7 linear
feet.
0. B. Pomeroy, M.D. Diplomas, photographs, and personal
memorabilia, 1.5 linear feet. (Visiting physician in obstetrics
at MacDonald House from 1925 to 1962).
Surgical Autopsy Reports, 1911-1944. ca. 24 linear feet and 34
microfilm rolls.
Western Reserve Historical Society:

Walter L. Brown (1871-1950). Scrapbook, 1905-1940. 1 volume.
(One of the first Cleveland Negroes to be active in the Democratic party).
Consumers League of Ohio. Cleveland, Ohio. Records, (19521962. 3 linear feet. (Addition).
Rev. Fiore D'Isidoro. Papers, 1930-1961. 2.5 linear feet. (Pastor
of St. John's Beckwith Memorial Presbyterian Church, which
served a predominantly Italian section of Cleveland).
Eliza Bryant Home for the Aged. Cleveland, Ohio. Records,
1898-1962. 4 linear feet. (Formerly the Eliza Bryant Home for
Aged Colored People, this organization was an early Cleveland Negro philanthropic effort).
Fortnightly Musical Club. Cleveland, Ohio. Records, 1896-1967.
3 linear feet. (Addition).
Chester K. Gillespie (b. 1897). Papers, 1921-1964. 14 scrapbooks. (Cleveland lawyer and judge, active Republican and
civil rights advocate).
Greater Cleveland Growth Association. Cleveland, Ohio.
Records, 1930-1969. 18 linear feet. (Addition). (These pertain to
the Board of Directors, the Department of Industrial Relations,
the Community Relations Department, and to various committees).

George B. Harris (1881-1970). Papers, 1930-1965. 6 linear feet.
(Cleveland lawyer and judge active in the Republican party).
Hiram Hou'se. Cleveland, Ohio. Records, 1893-1968. 14 linear
feet. (Addit\on). (These constst largely of minutes of boards and
committees, financial records, and photographs).
James F. Lincoln (1883-1965). Papers, 1930-1968. 6 linear feet.
(Founder of Lincoln Electric Company and advocate of profit
sharing).
Little and Bascomb Families. Family papers, 1840-1920. 1 linear
foot. (Family papers including correspondence from the Civil
War and World War I).
Bill Mack (b. 1928). Papers, 1966-1970. 1 linear foot. (Candidate
in 1970 for the U.S. Congress from Ohio's 21st District).
Garrett A. Morgan (1879-1963). Papers, 1916-1963. 1 linear foot.
(Cleveland Negro inventor and businessman).
Phillis Wheatley Association. Cleveland, Ohio. Records, 19141959. 15 linear feet. (Founded by Jane Edna Hunter in 1911 as
a residence for young Negro girls).
TRW, Inc. Cleveland, Ohio and Detroit, Michigan. Records,
1900-1969. 80 linear feet. (Records reflect the corporate
development of one of the world's largest manufacturers of
products for automobiles, aerospace, electronics, and related
fields, with emphasis on labor relations, 1935-1955).
Women's City Club. Cleveland, Ohio. Records, 1916-1965. 4
linear feet. (Founded in 1916 in response to the Women's Suffrage movement).
Walter B. Wright (1852-1939). Scrapbooks, 1882-1923. 2
volumes. (As personal secretary to a vice-president of the
Nickle Plate Railroad, Wright held a position not generally open
to Negroes in this time period).
Young Men's Christian Association. Cleveland, Ohio. Records,
1859-1962. 25 linear feet.

Wright State University:

City of Dayton Board of Health. Minutes, 1867-1912. 5 volumes.
Dayton Urban League. Records, 1950-1969. 45 linear feet.

OHS Founds Audio-Visual Archives

The Ohio Historical Society has recently
established an Audio-Visual Archives. The
first major accession for the new unit occurred in August when WBNS-TV of Columbus
formally donated all its past news and documentary film to the society. The WBNS collection includes over 900 canisters of film
dating back to 1952 when the station first began its own news coverage. Additional film
will be transferred on a yearly basis.

Edward R. Lentz, urban research specialist, and Daniel R.
Porter, director of the Ohio Historical Society, accept the
donation of the WBNS-TV film archives from Richard Wolfe,
president of the WBNS stations, and Thomas Dorsey, news
director.
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Personnel Changes

UNIVERSITY OF AKRON: Dr. David E. Kyvig has been appointed director of the Network History Collection in the university library. He will divide his time between the collection
and his teaching duties in the Department of History.
BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY: Paul D. Yon, formerly
of the Ohio Historical Society, has joined the staff as archivist
of the Great Lakes-Northwest Ohio Research Center.
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY: Wendell Cook and
Wilma Slaight have joined the staff as archives assistants.
CINCINNATI HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Lee Major has resigned
from the staff. Mrs. Alice Vestal has come to the society from
the Syracuse University Manuscripts Department and will
serve as curator of manuscripts and archives of the German
Methodist Church of the United States.
DENISON UNIVERSITY: Charles Maurer has been appointed
librarian.

CALENDAR
October 7-9, 1971
October 8-10, 1971
October 13-15, 1971
October 23, 1971
November 6, 1971
November 15, 1971
March, 1972
May, 1972

OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Robert B. Jones has joined the
staff as photographic services specialist. Stephen G. Gutgesell
has been appointed newspaper specialist. Edward Reichbach
left the society in June. Paul D. Yon resigned from the staff in
August to ad:ept a post at BQ.wling Green State University.
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO: Lucille B. Emch has been appointed
associate director for rare books, special collections, and
archives. Mrs. Nancy S. Kempe'i is library assistant for rare
books, special collections, and archives. Mrs. Lucile Zeitler has
been appointed assistant to the archivist.
WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Dennis I. Harrison
has been promoted to curator of manuscripts. John J. Grabowski has been appointed to the part-time position of ethnic
archives spetialist. Mrs. Jean Hlobeczy is a new library assistant.
WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY: Mr. Ronald Frommeyer has
joined the staff as associate director of the library.

Annual Meeting of the Manuscript Society, St. Louis.
Sixth National Colloquium on Oral History, Bloomington, Indiana.
Annual Meeting of the Society of American Archivists, San Francisco.
Annual Meeting of the Ohioana Library Association.
Fall Symposium of the Society of Ohio Archivists, Wright State University, Dayton
Ninth Archival Symposium, Chicago
Second Annual National Archives-Library Institute, Ohio Historical
Society, Columbus
Fourth Annual Meeting of the Society of Ohio Archivists, Ohio Historical Society, Columbus

Editor, Ohio Archivist
The Ohio Historical Society
1-71 & 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211
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