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Q. My name is Rosie Goodman. I’m here today with Richard Start. Today’s date is 

February 21, 2014, and I am interviewing Cynthia Wentz, whose birthday is 

March 16, 1941. Over what time periods did you attend Ohio State? 

A. I began in the fall of 1959 and graduated in December 1962. 

Q. And which degree did you receive and in what year? 

A. It was a Bachelor of Science degree in Social Welfare, December 14, 1962. 

Q. Can you talk about your family background and experiences that shaped your life 

prior to coming to Ohio State? 

A. My father was a graduate of the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music, with a 

Master’s degree, emphasis in clarinet. My mother was a well-educated high 

school graduate and played the flute. Classical music was very much a part of our 

life growing up. My dad would come home from work around 5:30, wash his 

hands and turn on the record player. My mother put dinner on the table, and we 

sat down to Beethoven, Schubert, Dvorak. They really wanted me to pick an in-

state school, for financial reasons. Because I was majoring in Social Work there 

were only two choices, Case Western and Ohio State.  

Q. What made you want to take the Bachelor in Science then go into case study?  

A. At that time, there was no Bachelor of Arts in social work. It was the school of 

social work under the College of Commerce and Business Administration. I don’t 



know why the degree said Social Welfare, but it did. I looked it up. I majored in 

social work.  

Q. Did you live in a dormitory? If so, which dorm, and can you describe this? 

A. I lived in Canfield Hall on the fourth floor. We had hours and you had to sign in 

and out. The doors were locked at 10:00 pm; and you had to get a security person 

to let you in. If you were late, there were consequences. Does the Women’s Self-

Government Association still exist? They would send you a letter and you would 

have to appear before them, to explain to them why you were out past hours. I 

don’t think the men had hours. I think the assumption was, once the women were 

in their dorms, the men would go home.  

Q. Did you ever know anyone that had to go appear before the Women’s Self-

Governing Committee or anything? Did you ever know anyone or experience it? 

A. Actually it was my second year, when I lived in the sorority house. I was a 

cheerleader at the time, and we went to Iowa, the four of us, in a University 

approved station wagon with University approved chaperones. I got home at 3:00 

in the morning.  Someone reported me and I got a letter from the WSGA, telling 

me that they wanted to kick me out of school. So the chaperone had to, I don’t 

know whether he went before the committee, or sent a letter explaining to them, 

that you cannot drive from Iowa to Columbus, Ohio in four hours, or whatever it 

was, after the game. Now this sounds really old. There were no freeways then so 

we were going back roads. They decided to let me stay in school.  

Q. How do you generally identify yourself, both in terms of how you see yourself 

and how others see you? 



A. Good question. I think of myself as being strong, caring, confident, independent, 

and probably slightly introverted. And as far as how others see me, the best way I 

can answer that is, at one point in my life I did have to send out a questionnaire to 

people, to see how they viewed me. This would be like a boss, somebody who 

worked for me and peers. If you’re familiar with social styles that are used in the 

business community, I came back as an amiable driver. So that’s how they saw 

me. If you are in the education field, I’m an INTJ.  

Q. How has being a female shaped your life?  

A. Well, mother for one, I have two grown children who are very happy and 

successful. A wife who supported her husband, his career and his volunteer work. 

I was a women’s volunteer myself, Pleasure Guild of Children’s Hospital, the 

Childhood League, which is a school for children with multiple disabilities and 

the Women’s Board at the Columbus Museum of Art. Those are some female 

activities.  

Q. How have your other identities shaped your life? 

A. Well, growing up I was very active in the church and on campus I was involved in 

Wesley Foundation. I became a social worker for Franklin County Children’s 

Services after graduation. Then later on, I became a foster parent. I was a 

cheerleading coach for little girls in a travel football team. My husband was 

coaching a travel team of middle school boys, and the mothers came and wanted a 

coach for cheerleaders.  I had been sitting with these kids through a variety of 

sports, baseball, football, soccer. They were always dragging their sisters along, 

and they were having to sit through all these boys’ games. So I said, “Okay, here’s 



the deal. I’ll coach but they have to be sisters of boys on the team, there’s no 

tryouts and they have to be in school.” I ended up with 14 girls in kindergarten 

through sixth grade. It was probably the hardest job I have ever done in my entire 

life, because some of the girls were not very rhythmic. But they had a good time 

and they didn’t have to sit on the bench anymore watching their brothers.  

Q. Okay. Did being a woman shape your experiences at Ohio State? If so, how, and if 

not, why not? 

A. Absolutely. In 1961, I was the first female to be elected a head cheerleader at 

Ohio State.  That brought a lot of congratulatory letters as well as a lot of angry 

comments, both from the community and the University. There were letters to the 

editor that said, “What are you thinking? This position should remain a male.” 

And some of the reasons that they gave were: a woman’s voice wouldn’t carry 

well in the stadium, a woman couldn’t handle crowd control if they got rowdy. It 

was really not very lady-like to assume a position over a male – forgetting, I 

think, that six male cheerleaders had voted for me. There were 12 cheerleaders on 

the squad then, six and six. Actually, it was the first year that there was an even 

number of men and women. The Athletic Director called me into his office, along 

with the cheerleader advisor and wanted to know how this could have happened. 

He was not pleased. At that time the head cheerleader flew with the team and was 

the only person who went to an away game. And he said, “You cannot fly with the 

team.” The head cheerleader also got a Varsity letter, which was reserved for men 

at that time, and he said, “And you cannot get a Varsity letter.” Taking a puff on 

his pipe, he said, “What the hell am I going to do with you?” And so I’m thinking, 



how can such a small insignificant thing create such a ruckus? I mean, some of 

the letters to the editor even referred to me as “Lady Godiva.” I got a sympathy 

letter from one woman whose mother apparently received a gold Varsity “O” 

medallion in 1916 for playing basketball here. So she said, “They have given 

them out. Don’t let them not give it to you.” But, in fact, it didn’t happen. I 

thought they were going to give me a medal or something in replacement, but, in 

fact, they didn’t. They removed the problem by eliminating a Varsity “O” letter 

for head cheerleaders from that time on. In some respects I feel kind of badly that 

I ruined it for a lot of guys after that.  

Q. How long were you the head cheerleader then? 

A. Two years, because they had try-outs in the spring. I tried out in the spring 1960. 

And then was a cheerleader that fall and the following year. I graduated early. I 

liked college a lot and I just kept going to summer school and all of a sudden I 

turned around and they said, “You’re going to graduate.” 

Q. Would you consider it a positive experience over all, being the head cheerleader? 

A. Oh, absolutely, absolutely. I played sports in high school. I had never been a 

cheerleader before. I would guess I’m the only female cheerleader at Ohio State 

who was never a cheerleader in high school. I played sports in high school year 

around, field hockey in the fall, basketball in the winter, spring I played second 

base for the softball team, and one year I played team tennis. I went to a small 

high school, so everybody had to do lots of things. When I got to Ohio State, I 

really was having withdrawal pains. You hear about this with the guys who played 

sports, and then are not playing in college. But I was feeling that same thing too. I 



just had this excess energy and thought, “What am I going to do with it?” People 

didn’t run like they do now. I remember running around the dorm once and people 

thought I was absolutely crazy. So the next time I did it at night when nobody 

could see me. When I got to the sorority house, all the pledges were asked to go 

down and try out for cheerleading. I thought, “Well, this will be a chance for me 

to jump around and get rid of some excess energy.” The old cheerleaders would 

take the week and teach you the cheers, and then at the end of the week you 

would try out. There was nobody more surprised than me, when at the end of that 

week, I was a cheerleader.  

Q. So you just did it on a whim, just for fun? And then you ended up making it. 

A. I did it for fun, yes. Just on a whim. Just a way of releasing excess energy for a 

week. But it’s not the only first. I am the first female to be an honorary member of 

the men’s judo club.  

Q. Okay, you need to elaborate on that. I can’t let you leave it at that. How did you 

become involved with that? 

A. Well, the men’sjJudo club was newly formed, and they were trying to find ways to 

recruit members. The president of the judo club, Jim Springer, was in my psych 

class and he said, “Would you be willing to learn judo and help me with putting 

on a demonstration?” And I said, “It’s spring quarter. Why not? What the heck?” 

So we spent all winter quarter learning a routine. He was six four and weighed 

210 pounds. At the time I was 5’4” and weighed 110 pounds. But anybody who 

knows judo knows it’s a matter of leverage. And so May Week comes around. 

They put this big elevated ring on the Oval and the men in the judo club each did 



their demonstration. We were the last to perform. We had a ten-minute routine in 

which I sort of pitched him every which way. I don’t know whether it really 

recruited men for judo, but I can tell you there was such an outcry of women 

wanting to learn judo, that it was added as a physical education class that next 

fall.  

Q. That’s awesome. Sweet. All right.  

A. I was in Angel Flight. 

Q. What? 

A. Does Angel Flight still exist? It’s an auxiliary for the Men’s ROTC Air Force. 

Q. So what did you do as a part of that? 

A. At the time, a friend suggested that I do that with her, and I did. As it turned out, it 

was free secretarial work for the ROTC guys. There wasn’t anything that 

interested me, and so I didn’t stay with it after a year. I did get a letter from the 

commandant towards the end of that year saying that I had been selected to be a 

finalist for their queen candidate. They were trying to find dates for the ROTC 

guys for their formal. If I wanted to remain a candidate, I needed to accept an 

invitation from whatever Air Force guy called me up, which was fine and he was 

really a very nice young man. But then they asked questions like they do for Miss 

America. And since the guys were asking the questions, some of them were at our 

expense and got a few giggles out of it. The letter suggested that I also come and 

wear heels, which was a little interesting. It was a sign of the times.  

Q. That’s really interesting. Did you have any other firsts, any other like that? 

A. I was a Homecoming queen candidate. 



Q. That’s right. You mentioned that’s why you go by Cindy.  

A. Yes. Homecoming was conducted a little differently than it is now. Each one of 

the living units, the dorms and the sorority houses, chose a candidate for 

homecoming queen. And then we all went to Mershon [Auditorium] where a 

panel of judges from the community asked us questions. Then they selected the 

top ten from that grouping. I was among the top ten. Each candidate prepared and 

performed a skit for all of the living units. They had it scheduled so that each skit 

went from dorm to dorm, to fraternity house, and we followed each other. Since it 

was a Disney theme, I was Cindi-rella, and the chorus behind me were all mice.  

They wore leotards and held little masks that they would put back and forth as 

they sang. Unfortunately, I came in sixth, so I didn’t quite make the five member 

court. It was the year that Marlene Owens won, Jesse Owens’s daughter. And if 

you were in the stadium that day, no one would ever forget her father putting the 

crown on her head and saying, “Remember, darling, this can only happen in 

America.” She was a lovely and beautiful young woman. She lived in my dorm 

and she also happened to be in social work.   

Q. And that’s not something you had anticipated doing either. Okay. Did your 

identities shape your experiences at Ohio State? Did I already read this? I don’t 

think I did. So can you discuss any mentors who helped you along the way? 

A. Actually, I can’t remember any. And I wish that I had had a mentor. Not that there 

weren’t faculty people who were always happy to talk to you, but no, there were 

no mentors. And I wish there had been.  

Q. No students, no professors? 



A. No.   

Q. What do you think life was like for other women students at the University when 

you were a student, and did that experience differ from yours, based on your 

identities? 

A. I think I can’t speak for them. This has been some time ago. My roommate, for 

example, did not want to come to college. She was forced to come by her parents. 

And as a result, she didn’t speak to me. She made my life miserable. I don’t really 

know what happened to her, but her experiences were not like mine. There were 

women, I’m sure, just like today, who made poor decisions, partied and flunked 

out, and lost their scholarships. Some married and left, supporting their husbands 

through school rather than themselves. At that time, being an airline stewardess, 

was considered a big deal. You had to be glamorous. There was a huge profile. 

And so I know several women who left to become airline stewardesses and travel 

the world, and had an exciting life. There were others, like myself, who probably 

got their degrees and went on with their life. I’m sure it was a variety, just like it 

is today.  

Q. Did you leave the University for any period of time, then return?  

A. No. I went to summer school at UC one summer. But that really wasn’t leaving.  

Q. This is more about time period change. While you were at Ohio State, did you 

have any concerns about equality issues? If so, what made you aware of these 

issues? And I think this is more about women versus men, those types of issues 

like when you talked about the curfew and things like that. Did you think of that 

as an equality issue or was it just the way things were? 



A. I think it was just the way things were. Actually, I didn’t mind having hours 

because I didn’t have to explain why I really wanted to go in. I didn’t have to 

make up any excuses. 

Q. All right.   

A. Of course, the fact that we had an African American as homecoming queen, I 

think was really significant for that time period. I remember the faculty wanting 

to, actually refuse an opportunity for a Communist to speak on campus.  Phil 

Moots, who was President of Student Senate at that time, and I were discussing it. 

We were going to invite him to come and speak off campus, at Wesley 

Foundation, because we thought it was absolutely absurd to think that we could 

listen to this man and that we would all suddenly become Communists. But I 

don’t think it ever really happened. Another example, when I became head 

cheerleader, we asked the men’s gymnastics coach if he would help us develop 

some new routines, because as I mentioned, this was the first year there was an 

even number of men and women on the squad. Prior to that, it was seven men and 

three women. He said he would work with the men, but he would not work with 

women. And so we abandoned the idea of having him work with us in terms of 

routines. We had long skirts at the time. In fact, the squad before me had weights 

sewn in the hems of their skirts, to make sure they didn’t fly up inappropriately.  It 

was hard for us to do some of the gymnastics that they do today, because you 

needed a shorter skirt to do some of those things.  

Q. Interesting. Do you have any other stories about being a head cheerleader that 

come to mind looking back? 



A. Well, actually, a sad story. Our football team was ranked number one in the 

country [Editor’s note: at this point in the interview, the recorder malfunctioned, 

so the audio is lost. Wentz has reconstructed this segment, which is in italics] and 

was planning to accept an invitation to play in the Rose Bowl for a National 

Championship. The Faculty Council voted against accepting the bid and killed 

Ohio State's chances of going to Pasadena. The faculty asked "What educational 

objectives would be served by a Rose Bowl trip, which is nothing more than a 

commercial venture for the city of Pasadena." Classes started on January 2, and 

there was no university-approved transportation. Concern was expressed over the 

safety of students trying to return, but most of us thought the faculty was primarily 

concerned about projecting the public image of OSU as a football school. This 

negative vote would show [Football Coach] Woody Hayes that the faculty was in 

charge of the university. There were demonstrations on the Oval and on the lawn 

of President Fawcett's house. Students marched down High Street to the 

Statehouse. It was a bitter disappointment for me. I had looked forward to all the 

festivities including riding on a float in the Rose Parade. As a result of not 

playing, Alabama was declared the national champion. Some 30 years later it was 

decided to name OSU as co- national champs.  

Q. Did you personally work to affect institutional changes around equality issues? 

Like any organizations or anything like that? 

A. I think probably most of us felt powerless in terms of making monumental 

changes. Somewhere I have written down a poem, which I think is important.*  If 

I find it, I will read it to you. The policy of the University at that time, a written 



policy, was that the University considered themselves a parent. And that they were 

responsible for the moral and academic standards of the students. So a lot of the 

things that they put forth, like hours, were in response to a stated University 

policy. How can you argue that you don’t want them to maintain these standards? 

It doesn’t come off well. Let me share this story:  Ann Hayes, Woody Hayes’ 

wife, unbeknownst to me, went to Phyllis Bailey, who was an Associate Athletic 

Director at that time, and tried to lobby for me to get a Varsity “O” letter. At the 

time I was head cheerleader; that was the award. Phyllis Bailey wrote to me and 

said, “Unfortunately, you just came to Ohio State too soon.” I thought about that. 

Our football team was ranked number one in the country. Our basketball team 

won a national championship. We had Olympic divers, gymnasts, and a kid 

named Jack Nicklaus on the golf team. In all honesty, it was really a grand and 

glorious time to be at OSU. I think it was in the ’70s when they developed Script 

“O” letters that they gave to female athletes. It wasn’t a Block “O” like the men’s. 

They distinguished it so that some women athletes could get a varsity letter. A few 

years ago, they decided to combine the varsity letters. Now the female athletes get 

the same Block “O” that the men get. It just took a long time for that to work 

through the system. Being in social work colored a lot of the things that I thought 

were important and enjoyed. And then I was there three years, which really went 

by in a blink.  

Q. And then, did you observe other women working for change, to try to push to 

change around the University at all? 

A. Yes. You know, the early ’60s was a very transitional time at Ohio State. You were 



going from the ’50s, which was very family-oriented, traditional, and then on the 

other side in the mid-’60s, you began having the flower children, hippies, drugs 

and Vietnam. So right there in that early '60s time frame, there were coffee 

houses, people reading poetry and folk singers like Peter, Paul and Mary, who 

sang about social justice issues. There were people starting to move in that 

direction of change, but it wasn’t fully formed yet. I recall there was a group 

called SDS, Students for a Democratic Society. They were considered very 

controversial and fringe, cause they advocated things that sounded socialistic or 

communistic, and the University as a whole was really very frightened of 

Communism, as was the whole country at that time. So when you talk about 

change, it’s how you go about it, in recognizing that some changes just come 

pretty slowly. I don’t know. When did women not have hours anymore? I don’t 

even know the answer to that question. We got to stay out late with five two 

o’clocks I think in a year. It was like Homecoming and events like that. We 

weren’t used to staying out until 2:00, most of us. We thought, “Oh my gosh, will 

this night ever end?”  

Q. Do you have any other topics or stories you want to add? 

A. Well, I was thinking about the environment at the University. One of the things 

that was really memorable was the playing of taps on the Oval on Wednesdays. 

Did your dad go to Ohio State? 

Q. No, I just know taps. 

A. And when they played taps at noon everyone stopped on the Oval. No one moved 

a muscle, nothing. It was really quite a sight to see hundreds, thousands of 



students, stop for those ten seconds while they played taps. And if you had to get 

across campus, you could see people really running and scurrying before noon. 

Q. Did people try to stay inside so they don’t have to go outside for it? 

A. I don’t know, even when they play the Star Spangled Banner, people are moving 

and milling around. Not for Taps. No one moved a muscle. Thinking about the 

political climate at the time, John Kennedy was running against former Vice 

President Richard Nixon. There was a lot of discussion on campus about 

Kennedy’s Catholic faith, because there was concern that the country would be 

run by the Pope in Rome if he was elected. There was a lot of campus discussion 

on that issue. Lyndon Johnson showed up on campus. At that time the Oval was 

open to vehicles. His car circled the Oval and landed in front of Hagerty Hall, 

where he spoke. The cheerleaders were there and we shouted, “All the way with 

LBJ.” That was the chant. I look back on it and I think, “Oh you know, that really 

wasn’t appropriate for cheerleaders to do, but we were asked to do it and we 

didn’t think about the consequences.” We just did it. I recall standing on the 

podium behind him and focusing on his enormous hands. He spoke about unity, 

the need for unity, and really talked about some of the things that he would later 

do as President, in terms of race relations and things. We were aware of the race 

riots in the south, but we weren’t aware of it so much on campus.  

  The Cuban Missile Crisis was going on then. We all hovered around the 

TV. We knew fellows who were in planes headed to Cuba, so that if [Soviet leader 

Nikita] Khrushchev had not called his missiles back, they would have gone in, 

landed. I heard Eleanor Roosevelt speak at Mershon and was amazed that one 



female could do so many things. There was a lot going on outside of OSU. The 

Berlin Wall went up and John Glenn circled the earth. There is a video that talks 

about the history of OSU. You see people going off to war and coming back from 

war, but if you look at this little period of ’59 to ’63, it was really an idyllic 

period.  Women were walking around Mirror Lake wearing shirtwaist dresses and 

nobody was going off to war or coming home from war. It was really kind of a 

nice time to be there in many respects.  

  When I became a junior I asked one of my professors “When are you 

going to teach me to be a social worker?” I had learned the history of social work, 

the sociology of social work and the philosophy of social work. She says, “Well, 

you have to go to graduate school for that.” Oh my gosh, I felt so badly. I thought 

these clients of mine down the road are going to suffer because I didn’t go to 

graduate school. They’re just going to deal with me, with what I know now. I 

don’t know if that’s the way it still is.  

  Is there anything else that you want to know? It did help me later on. I had 

a degree, I had a career as a case worker for Franklin County Children’s Services. 

That taught me the importance of foster parents, so I did do the foster parent 

route. And then, when my children were going off to college, and my husband 

was going off to work, I said, “I’m going off some place too.” I applied for a part-

time position at Ohio Dominican. They were just starting their Weekend College 

program. Three years later, even though I didn’t have the credentials, I threw my 

hat in the ring and became the Director of the Weekend College, which was a 

degree program for adults at that time. I feel that my background here in social 



work really provided a good backdrop for that, more so than an education degree. 

Many of the men/women who were returning to school at that time were my age 

and had flunked out of OSU. Now they wanted to return, and they were very 

successful. A lot of people had issues that they needed to deal with in regards to 

returning to school. I think my social work background really helped me listen to 

their concerns, and helped them overcome perceived obstacles so they could 

finish their degree. I felt very good about what I was doing. When I left ODC 

after 18 years, there were more adult students than traditional students. The 

college was not all that happy about that fact. But I didn’t apologize for being 

successful.  

 

* Here is the poem by Walter Malone that I referred to in college.  

Opportunity 

They do me wrong who say I come no more  

When once I knock and fail to find you in; 

For every day I stand outside your door 

And bid you wake and rise to fight and win. 

Wail not for precious chances passed away! 

Weep not for golden ages on the wane 

Each night I burn the records of the day - 

At sunrise every soul is born again. 

 


