
a magazine about the Hispanic community at The Ohio State University 



aths in the Fa1t1ily 

,-... 
::.., 
r, 

The OSU family has lost 
two members, a well re-
spected police officer and 
a mentally ill alumnus. In 
your prayers remember 
them both. 

Usually. I leave this space to comment 
on the status of the Hispanic community 
at OSU, or I will talk about an issue that 
is of importance to Latinos. In fact, the 
original topic of this esquina was 
"English Only" and its impact and 
importance on the Hispanic community 
in Ohio and the whole nation. It seemed 
like a good topic to discuss, and this 
issue includes articles about this topic. 

Unfortunately, I was unexpectedly 
forced to change the subject of this 
esquina. Forced by the actions of a 
lunatic (or mentally impaired for those of 
you who love politically correct speech), 
who shot a bullet right in the face of an 
officer who was answering the call of 
duty. l did not know officer Michael 
Blankenship, neither his fami ly, friends, 
or co-workers. I did not know who shot 
him either, nor did I really care. This al l 
changed, when I learned days later that 
the alleged killer killed himself, because 
in his thoughts he could not bear the 
cruelty and senselessness of his actions. 
And when l found out that over a decade 
ago the murderer used to walk around the 
same places I do now, and take classes 
possibly in some of the buildings l do 
now, it was hard to fathom that a person 
like this would commit a murder in a 
place where I assume he enjoyed better 
times. 

As it is, the Ohio State family lost two 
members in a week's span, one of them 
beloved and respected by all ofwhom he 
knew and all of whom lives he touched. 
The other, always remembered as a 
psychopath who committed a cold 
blooded murder at Wexner Center. 
ironically the very next day Thad an 
appointment with one of my teachers at 
Wexner, and as I saw the yellow tape all 
around the place, I felt the same as if the 
tape lines were not there. 

I grew up in a city were murders were 
not uncommon, (the San Juan metro area 
is usually shaken by 500 or so murders a 
year). So when l watched the news the 
other night, and I heard that there were 
QJJJy_ 11 murders in the Columbus metro 

area, it sent out a laugh. Not that it was 
funny, but usually it takes about four days 
in Puerto Rico to reach that total. l must 
admit that I have become insensitive to 
violence to a certain extent. I also know 
that Columbus is a rather safe town, and 
that crime is not uncommon, but you 
pretty much know where to go and where 
not to. That is why this murder was so 
hardly felt, because it really hit close to 
home. 

My advice will be not to be scared, 
but to be more aware, and please use 
common sense. Most crimes can be 
avoided if people had a little bit more 
common sense. 

Michael Blankenship never saw what 
was coming his way on that fateful night, 
but if something we learned from his 
death is to be more aware and more 
cautious. Michael touched lives and had 
friends in the Latino community at OSU. 
One of them remembers him in a 
humorous way in an article in this issue. 

When you go to bed, in your own way 
pray for Mike and his family, pray for 
God to help them cope and deal with his 
dead. Pray for his friends, to whom 
Michael is an inspiration, and a true role 
model. 1n your prayers do not forget his 
killer, for his mental state blinded him 
into committing the most horrible of sins. 
And most of all pray for God's safeguard 
of all of us, may he deliberate us from the 
evil that constantly surrounds us. 

By Francisco Corral 
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es la "Ohio 
mmission on 

Hispanic I Latino 
Affairs"? 

The Ohio Commission on Hispanic/ 
Latino Affairs is a state agency which 
was created in 1977 to serve as an 
advocate for Hispanic Ohioans, and 
advise the Governor and Legislature 
about Hispanic issues. The Commission 
provides the Ohio Hispanic/Latino 
community with vital representation in 
state government, serving the role of 
advocate. monitor. interpreter of issues. 
and providing general assistance to the 
Ohio Hispanic/Latino communities as a 
whole. Fonnerly known as the Ohio 
Commission on Spanish-Speaking 
Affairs, the agencys name was updated 
last December under House Bill 670. a 
reauthorization bill for various state 
boards and commissions. 

The Commission on Hispanic/Latino 
Affairs works 10 develop and implement 
policies and programs which address the 
needs of Hispanic/Latino Ohioans, 
especial ly. but not limited to. education, 
employment, economic development, 
health, and housing. 

The eleven board members of the 
Commission are appointed by the 
Governor, are of Spanish-speaking 
origin, and represent the geographical 

and numerical distribution of Ohio's 
Hispanic population. The Office of 
Hispanic/Latino Affairs is staffed by an 
executive director, a liaison officer 
and a secretary. The executive director 
chairs the Inter-Agency Council on 
Hispanic/ Latino Affairs, which consists 
of representatives of each cabinet 
agency in state government and other 
members from state agencies and the 
legislature. The lnter-Agency Council is 
a resource the Commission 
utilizes to help address specific needs of 
the statewide Hispanic/Latino commu-
nity. 

The office of the Commission of 
Hispanic/Latino Affairs is located in 
the Riffe Center for Government and the 
Arts, at 77 South High Street, across 
from the State Capitol. Office staff and 
interns assist over 1,200 individual 
constituents each year, in addition to 
carrying out the other work of the 
Commission. The board holds public 
meetings each month, and the Commis-
sion office also plans and executes a 
number of conferences and functions 
throughout the year. 

By Carolyn Ramsey 

Local Commissioner 
Discusses Goals of 
the Commission of 
Latino Affairs 

Local Commissioner of the Commis-
sion of Hispanic-Latino Affairs, Victor 
Mora, explained the goals of the organi-
zation in a recent interview. 

The Comm ission presently has an 
strategic plan, wh ich is focusing in three 
major areas: education, employment/ 
economic development and leadership. 
Working along with state agencies that 
work in these areas, the Commission is 
trying to understand the picture of the 
Hispanic in the Ohio area. It is also 
interacting with the different Hispanic 
communities in the area, to understand 
the issues affecting them from their own 
perspective. An example of this is dealing 
with the high Hispanic high school 
dropout in Toledo that was found through 
a symposium study, the Commission is 
trying to address the issue. so it can help 
to correct it. 

In the employment/development area, 
the Commission in partnership with 
regional Chambers ofCommerce and 

Hispanic Business Organizations is 
conducting seminars that would provide 
information about small business opportu-
nities, and hopefully, utilize the system to 
build people's aspirations. 

In the leadership area, the Commission 
promotes the involvement of Latinos in 
decision-making positions, this will 
provide Latinos with people in power that 
can provide information in career manage-
ment, as well as encouraging other Latinos 
to aspire for these positions. 

The Commission is also serving as a 
voice for Latinos in Ohio, it is important 
that the Ohio State Latino community is 
involved and aware of the Commission's 
existence and goals, so they can get 
benefits from this association. OSU has 
the biggest concentration of Latinos in 
Columbus and Franklin County. 

By Francisco Corral 
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Study 
Circles on 
Racistn at 
the 
osu 
Catnpus 

Last spring. several people got together at the OSU campus LO form a 
study circle on racism. The study circle was facilitated by Joe Minarik of 
the YWCA, an organization that promotes the study circle on racism 
process in the Franklin County area. At the beginning of the 1996-97 
school year. some members of the study circle decided that their action 
steps would include forming a student organization to promote and 
faci litate study circles on racism at OSU. 

The initial study circle process can be done in one day or over the 
course of several weeks. It generally involves at least four sessions. In the 
firsL session, groundrules are set by the members of the study circle and 
discussion begins around the questions such as, ''What is good about 
talking about racism?" and "What is hard about talking about racism?" ln 
the second session, participants talk about how racism manifests itself 
both overtly and covertly, and go on to share the strategies for confronting 
racism. The third session looks at institutional racism. In the fourth 
session, study circle members decide if they want to continue to meet and 
what action steps they can take (both individually and collectively) to 
fight racism in their work environments and in their communities. 

Members of the student organization at OSU are also trained to 
faci litate the "Beyond the Color of Fear'' workshop, which uses the video 
'The Color of Fear" to get people thinking about, talking about, and 
developing strategies to challenge racism. The "Beyond the Color of Fear" 
workshop is generally a four hour workshop, although it can be done in 
two two-hour sessions. 

by Cynthia Newberry 
and Gemma Walker 

O§U?lQu<e 
Is looldng for some good people who wish to 

·~ 
jshowcase their talents in this publication. .... 



It's All Fun 
& 

Sometimes, I have to wonder if! am 
truly destined to be a stunt double. I have Gallles till... been to the E.R. more times than I care to 
admit. But one such trip, that I will 
always remember till the day I die, 
happened due to a ''freak accident" 
during a self defense class. 

It was Spring quarter 1995. Every 
Monday, I would join six other women 
and our three instructors, Sandi, Don and 
Mike, to take part in the OSU Police 
Department's Rape Aggression Defense 
Class (RAD Class). One Monday night, 
we learned several different kicks. Part 
of the class involved physical attacks, but 
the other part teaches us to encourage 
and empower ourselves. Unfortunately, I 
th ink I may have gone a bit over-board 
with the empowerment. 

It was time to practice our kicks and 
Don dressed himself up in every kind of 
padding you can imagine. The exercise 
involved a sneak attack from behind in 
which we were to break free of them and 
practice a strong, powerfol kick. Well, it 
got to be my turn. . .! did an excellent job 
freeing myself, and I used the kick, 
successfully. Amazed at what I could do, 
l was unexpectedly hit with surge of 
confidence. "Who opened up the can of 
whoop-ass?" I thought to myself, and 
charged after the fleeing Don. I was 
ready to use "the Kick" again. Well, Don 
must have seen me coming and stepped 
aside while I kicked away. Since there 
wasn't a target anymore, my other leg 
followed through and the world literally 
turned upside down. l smacked down 
right on the UN-PADDED floor, so hard 
that I got whip-lashed. I saw a big white 
flash and I must have out for just a 
couple of seconds. When l opened my 
eyes, 1saw the ceiling, and then l saw 
Mike's head appear over me. "Are you 
okay?!" he asked. The only word my 
mouth could form was, "Ouch!" Luckily, 
a nurse was taking the class also, and she 
gave me a quick exam and sent me to the 
E.R. Mike offered to take me in a cruiser 
but 1 was embarrassed enough already, ...., 

and had my R.A. take me. After a three 
hour wait in the emergency room, as in 
emergency, like fast, quick, urgent care, 
or something, I was sent home with no 
fractures or problems just laughs from 
passing hospital staff. 

The next week, Mike did the honor 
of renaming me, "Crash". Mike was one 
of those few people who dedicated their 
lives to make other's better. He could 
always make me smile, and helped me to 
believe in myself. His unjustly death will 
not leave him forgotten. Michael 
Blankenship is a friend who's memory l 
will never lose. How can I? 1 still have 
that stupid hospital bracelet! (l collect 
them, imagine that). He may be gone but 
never forgotten. As a dedication to Mike, 
I proudly restate my oath to myself and 
family, I Will Survive. 

by Sheila Kilty 



Most of us are familiar with the 
rigors of financial aid and the process of 
filling out forms and calling the depart-
ment to verify funds and clarify discrep-
ancies. Sometimes we take for granted 
the people who work behind the counters 
and make sure our aid is processed 
correctly. The person whose job it is to 
make sure that these services are up to 
date and manageable is the new Director 
of Financial Aid, Tallie Hart. 

Tallie comes to us from Franklin, 
Ohio. She began her education at Ohio 
University where she obtained her 
bachelors degree in Government and also 
continued on there to received her 
graduate degree in the Student Personnel 
Program for Higher Education Adminis-
tration. This broad liberal arts back-
ground helped her with the federal and 
congressional process which encounters 
as Director of Financial Aid. 

She began her work with the 
academic world at the University of 
California (San Diego), where she 
worked with international students and 
eventually to financial aid. Her work 
took her to New York City where she 
held a series of positions with increasing 

responsibility 
that finally 
culminated with 
Tallie becoming 
the college 
boards Vice 
President in 
charge of all 
financial aid 
activities. This background enabled 
Tallie to move on to state government in 
Indiana where she headed the states 
scholarship and loan commission. With 
this impressive resume, she was ready to 
take on the responsibility of becoming 
Director of Financial Aid. 

Tallie welcomes the challenge and 
opportunity that comes along with being 
a part of The Ohio State University. She 
wants the department not to interfere 
with the life of the students. Tallie feels 
that it's important to be invisible until the 
students need their services. The 
objective of the department is to keep 
students out of the offices and in the 
classrooms. This is accomplished by 
providing services which the students 
can access themselves via E-mail, web. 
or voice response. This frees up the 

We here at 
i.,Que Pasa, 
OSU? would 
like to take this 
opportunity to 
extend a warm 
welcome to 
Mr. Ignacio 
Corona, our 
new Assistant 
Professor of 
Spanish. 
Professor 

Corona comes 
to us from 
Guadalajara. 

Mexico where he was educated and 
earned degrees in Philosophy, Letters, 
and Psychology. He finished his Ph. D. 
from Stanford and then worked at The 
University of California (San Marcos) 

department to concentrate upon more 
complex issues of aid. 

Along with a dedicated staff, Tallie 
is trying to increase the connection of 
individuals to staff while decreasing the 
obstacles that students face en route to 
making that connection. 

Tallie is committed to transforming 
the Financial Aid Department into a 
progressive system that allows students 
to benefit from its efficiency. This 
creates an equal opportunity for all 
students to finance an education. and also 
how to better understand and utilize the 
department's services. If you would like 
to know more about financial aid 
programs offered, please call them at 
292-0300. 

before joining us here at the Ohio State 
in mid September of last year. 

Professor Corona cites as a few of 
the reasons why he left the year round 
warmth of California to become a part of 
The Ohio State University was because 
of the solid and respected commitment 
that Ohio State has to academics. He 
also mentioned that the facilities to 
perform research and the willingness of 
the state to provide Ohio's flagship 
university with needed funds, was 
another factor in his decision to join us in 
Ohio. With the academic reputation and 
the opportunity to advance his career 
while meeting and education some of the 
country's brightest minds, Professor 
Corona will be a welcomed addition to 
our academic faculty. 

Continues on page 17 



Religion is not a recurring topic in Without preaching or trying to beLent and Easter: this magazine, as a matter of fact, it is overtly religious about it, take time in 
often avoided. So I'll go my own way in your own way, and reflect on your ownTimes of 
this small article. Latinos are roughly life, goals and where are you standing 
85% to 90% Catholic, many traditions, now. In your own way pray to God for allReflection 
superstitions and special family ocassions 	 the people that you care for, and may he 

and Joy 	 are surrounded by the aura of religious- help you in all you present endeavors. 
ness. It is not uncommon to go to any And most of all, on Easter day, while you 
Latino house and find a cross on the wall, are egg-hunting with friends, family or 
stamps of images of virgins and saints in total strangers do a little prayer thanking 
the refirgerator's door, or a lit candle by God for such a special moment. 
any window. 

by Francisco Corral Lent is usually at time when as kids, 
we are taught to reflect on Jesus Christ 
time on earth, his agony and passion. 
Easter was a time to rejoice about 
Christ's resurrection, and to spend a nice 
afternoon with family, as commercialized 
as this holiday has become in the last 20 
years, it still keeps its family-oriented 
motif. 

iFelicitaciones! Congratulations! Autumn 
Quarter 1996 Hispanic/Latina(o) Graduates! 

Bachelor of Arts And Sciences Master of Arts and Sciences 
Christina Carrasco, Communication B.A. Alcira Duenes, History, M.A. 
Alex La Rosa, Italian B.A. Debra Flores, Public Policy & Management, 
Mark Montoya, Criminology B.A. M.A. 
Israel Najera, International Studies B.A. Ruth Sosa-Dean, Educational Studies, M.A 
Rosalie Martin, Fine Art, B.F.A. 
Sasha Parulis, English B.A. Masters of ScienceE. Rosario-Crabtree, Economy, B.A. 

Sergio Ammirata, Physics, M.S. Maria Sanchez, Criminology, B.A. 
Jose Cedeno, Electrical Englneerimg, M.S. Miguel Vicens, Sociology, B.A. 
Tomas Garzon-Rojas, GEOD S&S, M.S. 
Richard Heller, Computer Information, M.S. Bachelor of Science Rodrigo Mendoza, Civil Engineering, M.S. 

Patricia Blades, Forestry, B.S 
Luis Figueroa, Accounting, B.S. Doctorate Degrees Roberto Pang, Mecahnichal Engineering, 

Maria Ariza, Doctor in Medical Microbiology B.S. 
Marla Burgueno, Doctor in Spanish and Mariella Parilo, Hospital Manangement, B.S. 
PortugueseGregory Rodriguez, Aviation, B.S. 



It is difficult to fathom that the city of Miami has been such an im-
portant site for business, sports, education and tourism in the United 
States. Miami started as a small settlement of the Paleo-Indians along 
the edge of south Biscayne Bay. Miami developed into the city that is 
today at a very slow pace. In the 1500s, Spain had control of the state of 
Florida and the Miami area was not heavily populated, due to the 

Iunstability of the soil that was mostly lush. 
I 

1 Miami: The ever growing Latino !
0, 

Metropolis I ~ 



I n t~e 1800s, Spain sold Florida to the 
United States for the "bargain" price 
of five million dollars for Spanish 

damage claims against the American 
government. The population of Miami 
was still mostly comprised of Seminole 
Indians, Spaniards and people from 
nearby ~ahamas. _Three wars involving 
the Semmole Indians and the United 
States army led to the depletion of the 
Miami po~ula!ion, while discouraging 
people to ltve in the war-ridden area. 

By the 1890s, Miami was only 
populated by a handful of families -a far 
cry of the population of a century later. 
In the later years of that decade, Henry 
M. Flagler, a multi-millionaire from his 
partnership with John D. Rockefeller in 
Standard Oil, was extending his railroad 
south along Florida ·s east coast and was 
developing cities and tourist resorts along 
the way. In 1895, Flagler met Julia Tuttle, 
a wealthy woman who moved to Miami 
foreseeing great prosperity for the city. 
Both arranged a deal that would extend 
the Flagler railroad to Miami in exchange 
for hundreds ofacres of prime real state. 

In 1896, the first train entered 
Miami. By !his time the city was arising 
from both sides of the Miami river· 
banks, newspapers, stores and chu;ches 
appeared. Miami even had a distinctive 
landmark, the regal Royal Palm Hotel 
that had 400 rooms and stood five stories 
tall. Tragedy struck the business district 
on December 26th, 1896. as a massive 
fire destroyed most of the buildings in 
th~ ar~a. Miami rebounded and by 1900, 
Miam1 had 1,681 residents and boasted 

agricult~re and tourism as the big 
economic staples. In 1910, Miami's 
population exceeded 5.500 while tourism 
and business prospered. In 1912, the first 
"skyscraper" erected in Miami was the 
Burdine's department store. 

Colored Town (known as Ovcrtown 
today) was the only place where black 
people were allowed to live in Miami. A 
rather poor suburb, Colored Town 
featured nightclubs and dance halls 
where renowned Black entertainers 
performed. By this time, Blacks were 25 
to 40 percent of the population. This 
number dropped sharply in the 1960s 
due to a ".ariety of reasons including the 
construction of an extensive expressway 
system that ripped through the heart of 
the quarter and led to the displacement 
of 20,000 residents. 

In the 1920s, Miami's population had 
reached 30,000 and was quickly becom-
ing a main tourist attraction. Tourists 
~ometi~es_would buy land after spend-
ing their win!ers in Miami, in hopes of 
spending their retirement years in the 
"sunshine city". In the late 1920s, two 
new municipalities took center stage -
Miami Shores and Coral Gables. The 
annexation during this decade of Lemon 
City and Coconut Grove led to an 
expansion of the city of Miami from 13 
to 43 square miles. This boom suffered a 
setback as a hurricane claimed over a 
hundred lives and thousands of homes 
destroy~d. Once again Miami rebounded, 
thanks in part lo commercial aviation 
(Pan American and Eastern Airlines 
established headquarters in the Magic 



City) and a resurgent tourism. 
By 1950, the City of Miami had 

I ~2,000 resi_dents, it was a southern city 
with a prominent Jewish community and 
a large tourist population. In 1959, Fidel 
Castro took over Cuba. Castro's Marxist 
regime led to a vast exodus ofCubans to 
Miami. Many of the first wave of 
refugees were highly educated persons 
who left behind successful careers and 
businesses. Their presence in older 
Miami neighborhoods helped revitalize 
areas that had been suffering from an 
exodus of middle class residents to the 
ne"". suburbs in the city. Moreover, the 
business acumen of many exiles was a 
boom to the city and region's economy 
while their vibrant culture brought new 
life to their new home. 

In I961 , relations between the 
Cubans and their adopted country 
became sour, as President Kennedy 
~otch_ed the CIA-sponsored Bay of Pigs 
invasion and an agreement between the 
former Soviet Union and the US in 
which the former would refrain from 
invading Cuba. 

In 1965, the US attempted to make 
up for past mistakes by sponsoring 
"Freedom Flights," a massive airlift of 
Cubans to Miami. By the time this 
program was finished in 1973, more than 
150,000 Cubans were delivered to the 
Miami area. In the 1980s, the Cuban 
population exceeded 600,000 in Dade 
County. Little Havana, once the initial 

point of entry for Cubans, had also 
become a starting point for other His-
panic groups, especially Nicaraguans. 
In ~iami's nort~ern sector refugees from 
Ha1t1 wer~ pounng into Lemon City 
transforming a bastion of old Miami into 
a vibrant Black Caribbean community 
that was named Little Haiti. Miami 
became, in a short time, a refugee haven 
for person's fleeing from political 
oppression. This led to Miami being one 
of the poorest cities in the United States 
in the 1990s. 

Blacks did not appreciate the 
treatment and higher economic standards 
gi~en 10 th~ new races coming into 
M1am1. This led to numerous riots the 
"".orst happening in 1980, were 18 'people 
died after several white officers were 
a~u_itted by an all-white jury in the brutal 
k1llmg ofArthur McDuffie. 
Amidst all the problems, Miami has 
excelled in providing quality education. 
I~ 1960, Miami Dade County Commu-
111ty College, opened its doors. The 
larges~ community college in the world, 
M1am1-Dade was, by the mid- I 990s 
pr~paring. nearly 125,000 students. Along 
with Flonda International University and 
th~ Ivy League type University of Miami, 
Miami boasts three major universities 
tha~ are top ranked in all Major college 
reviews such as Barron's and US News 
and World Report. 

Today, Miami's population has about 
375,000 residents, of which 250,000 arc 

Hispanic. With their wide array of 
cultures, languages, and festivals 
multicultural Miami and Dade C~unty 
represents one ofAmerica's most vibrant 
colorful communities. ' 

. Excerpts from South Florida Maga-
zine, v.24, no.2 (summer 1996) 



RUBEN BLADES:  
SALSA'S LIVING LEGEND  

Born in 1948, the son of a policeman 
and singer Anoland Bellido, he got his 
start in music under the watchful eye of 
his mother. His music was influenced by 
such groups like the Beatles, the Platters 
and Latino composers such as Machito 
and Rafael Hernandez. He went to 
college to pursue a Jaw degree, but 
quickly he formed his own band that 
played a mix of rock and roll and the 
Cuban son.. 

He left Panama in 1974, and went to 
New York City. the capital of salsa. At 
the time salsa was struggling as the beats 
sounded repetitive and the lyrics had no 
real message. Blades, undaunted, started 
working for Fania record studios. There 
he met both Ray Barreto and Willie 
Colon (both of Puerto Rican origin). He 
worked with Ray in a limited basis doing 
arrangements and songwriting. It was 
with Colon that he was allowed to 
perform, Colon had disbanded from lead 
singer Hector Lavoe (also of Puerto 
Rican descent). This combination 
produced two incredible productions: 
Willie Colon presents Ruben Blades: 
Metiendo Mano! and Siembra which 
includes such classic hits like: Pablo 
Pueblo, Pedro Navaja and Buscando 
Guayaba.. 

His music was becoming very 
political oriented. The troubles affecting 
his native Panama. and the rest of Latin 
America were major inspirations for his 
songs. In a short Lime, Blades songs will 
not only be popular chart toppers. but 
also a cry of help and desperation of 
Latinos everywhere. 

In 1985. he started recording for the 
Elektra record company, that same year 
he came out with Buscando America. 
probably his best-known work. The 
songs that were the highlights of the 
work were: B11scando America, 
Decisiones and El Padre Antonio y el 
111onag11il/o Andres. 

He went back to school and pursued 
a masters in International Law at 
Harvard. This was viewed as an unpopu-

Jar move by socio-politicians who 
admired Blades work and ideas, and felt 
that Blades attending Harvard was 
opposite to what he believed and 
campaigned against. Harvard is an elitist 
school. symbol of the capitalism that 
Blades criticized in his songs. 

Blades talents are not restricted to 
music, he has appeared in many movies. 
such as: The Milagro Bean.field War, The 
Super, Predator and The Two Jakes 
(with Jack Nicholson). 

In 1994, Blades was a presidential 
candidate in the election of Panama. He 
garnered about 20 percent of the vote. 
and gained respect from his earlier 
critics, that disapproved of his Harvard 
education. In 1992, he released a 
compilation of his greatest hits, appropri-
ately named The Best.. The songs in this 
work include: Ligia Elena. El Tele.fonito, 
Plastica, Tiburon and Juan Pachanga .. 

by Francisco Corral 



Latino Facts & Figures  
JOBS of TOMO RROW 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates that by the year 2000 white 
men will comprise only 45 percent of the 
total work force, and 80 percent of the 
growth of the labor market will come 
from women, minorities, and immigrants. 
The labor force should include 2.4 
million more Asian Americans, 3.7 
million more African Americans, and 6 
million more Latinos. 
Source: Center/or Women Policy Studies 
"New Frontier For Worker-Friendly 
Companies." June 1996 

Hi spanics in Poverty 

A Census Bureau annual report 
released in September showed that 8.4 
million Latinos. or 30.3 percent of the 
Hispanic population, live in poverty, a 
slight decrease from 30.7 percent in 
1995. The poverty rate for Hispanics 
surpassed that of African-Americans, 
29.3 percent of whom live in poverty, a 
decrease of 30.6 percent in I 995. Poverty 
among Anglos dropped 11 .2 percent from 
11.7 percent Poverty among Asian 
Americans remained unchanged at 6.5 
percent. 
Source: Hispanic Link. October 7, 1996 

Record Numbe r of Naturalizations 

According to an article in the New 
York Ti111es, nearly I. I million immi-
grants became U.S citizens for fiscal year 
I 996, which ended September 30. The 
number shattered the previous record of 
naturalization 446,000, established just 
last year. The Times reports that fear 
among immigrants that non-citizens will 
lose benefits and other immigrant 
bashing measures have caused the record 
number of naturalizations. 

Source: New York Times. September 
13, 1996 

Best Latino Employment Websites 
SER-Jobs for ProgressSaludos WebLatino Web 
h11p://~1·ww.se1johs.org 

http://ww.latino.web.co111 http://www.hooked.net/saludo:, 
Even though is not highly interactive, 

Among its many activities as a virtual A part of Saludos Hispanos magazine's SER-Jobs for Progress has recently 
community, Latino web offers job service to the community, this site offers implemented a website to help Hispanics 
postings primarily targeted to Hispanics. job listings from employers who are applicants match opportunities (at no  
You can find a wide range of employ- recruiting qualified Hispanics for charge) to participant employers.  
ment, from small businesses to large positions in their companies.  
corporations like Levi Strauss, Sony, and  
McDonald's. Source: Hispanic Magazine 
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Roberto Cleinente:  
Baseball's Latino  
Atnbassador  

August 18, 1934, in a mid-size 
town in Puerto Rico called 

Carolina. He made his debut for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in 1955, and he 
quickly caught the attention ofjournalists 
and fans alike, by his acrobatic catches in 
right field and his steady clutch hitting. 
Clemente played in a time when Willie 
Mays, Mickey Mantle, Hank Aaron and 
Pete Rose were the marquee players. 
Nonetheless, Roberto amassed four 
batting titles, 12 gold gloves (a major-
league record for right fielders), and a 
championship in 1960. 
Roberto had to deal with racism 

when he first appeared in the major 
leagues, not only was he Puerto Rican, 
but he was also black. Many broadcasters 
at the time were not comfortable using 
the name Roberto, so they called him 
Bob Clemente. Most of his baseball cards 
have him under the name of Bob. Always 
underrated and unappreciated, Roberto 
kept playing at a high level, and in the 
1971 World Series Roberto hit an 
astonishing .414 with six extra-base hits. 
He carried his team from a 0-2 series 
deficit to the World Title, and deservedly 
Roberto got the Most Valuable Player 
award. 
The following year Roberto hit his 

3,000th hit, becoming only the 11th 
player to do so at the time. It took the 
1971 Series and the 3,000th hit for 
people to finally give Roberto his due. 
Teammate Dave Giusti: "It is as shame, 
that it took that for people to say that this 
is one of the greatest ever to put a 
uniform." A shame indeed, because on 
December 31, 1972, Roberto chartered a 
private plane filled with food and 
supplies to relieve the people of Nicara-
gua. Nicaragua was victimized by an 
earthquake that left 5,000 dead and 
thousands injured. The plane (which was 
haphazardly loaded, it was revealed 
later), crashed at sea a few miles from the 
airport, killing all four aboard. The body 
of Roberto was never recovered, al-
though friends, teammates and divers 
searched for days after the crash. 
It was a sad day in Puerto Rico; one 

that you can ask any Puerto Rican, alive 
at the time, and they would remember 
what they were doing at the time they 
heard the news; Roberto was a humani-"' 
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tarian that always took time to teach kids 
how to play baseball for free. He was a 
wonderful husband to his wife Vera and a 
loving father to his three sons. In 1973, 
he was posthumously elected to the HaJI 
of Fame, the first time such a distinction 
was made. In Puerto Rico there are two 
hospitals, a $13 mill ion sport complex, 
and a coliseum that bear his name. In 
Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Stadium a 
statue was sculpted and dedicated on 
August 18,1994. 
I grew up just five minutes away 

from where he lived, and when I went to 
school I used to pass by his house. I 
remember a big baseball engraved on the 
grass, along with the number 21, which 
many Hispanic players use today. 
Roberto will always be a national hero in 
Puerto Rico, but his influence and life 
will always be felt and remembered by 
Hispanics everywhere. 

by Francisco Corral 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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nquished 
by Fidel R. Cruz 

A tear formed in Grandfather's 
eyes and pushed itself out 

upon one of the deep crevices 
of his face. 

"Mija, come over here, Grandpa 
wants to tell you a story." 
Little Milagro raced anxiously to her 
grandfather's side to hear him tell a story. 
Her raven black hair tousled wildly about 
her dusky face as she rant to him. 
Milagro's grandfather picked per up and 
sat her upon his aged knee. 

Grandfather's eyes were black and 
serene, they reminded Milagro of the soft 
gaze of the quetzal bird. Grandfather 
was pleasant despite his rough features. 
His dark, sun baked skin resembled 
leather and it pulled tightly over his thin 
face whenever he spoke. His large, 
slightly hooked nose gave him the noble 
appearance ofan eagle and it sel one at 
ease when he looked al you. 

white ...
time than did our 
ancestors. I can 
remember when my 
grandfather sat me 
down and told me 
tales of our past. The stories 
were about the secret of maize, the 
population of the world, and the journey 
of the sun. It was a good time to remem-
ber." 

Grandfather seemed to be entranced 
in a mystical rhapsody. His words floated 
effortlessly from his lips like the way the 
evening breeze danced out of the sky·s 
mouth. 

"Mija, our tribe were Nahua speaking 
people who arrived in the valley of 
Mexico after the Acolhuans. We, the 
Aztecs as they called us, were nomadic 
people who wandered over the Mexican 
plateau for generations until we settled in 
the marshlands neat the Lake ofTezcuco. 
Ancient prophecy brought us to this wet 
land. It was said that we should build our 
home upon the land were an eagle was 
devouring a serpent whi le perched upon a 

cactus. I find it funny mija, that we like 
the Israelites, had to wander over many 
years a barren land. We were both in 
search ofa "Promised Land" that our 
gods had granted us. It was upon this 
"Promised Land" that our ancestors 
established Tenochtitlan and in due time 
ruled the entire valley." 

"Many wars were fought, many men 
died. No one really knows what they 
fought for or why. J suppose it was to 
preserve a sense of culture so that our 
people would never die. But, just as the 
winds change direction at their own will, 
so did our fortunes. The Emperor 
Montequahzoma, had very distressful 

dreams that would make his heart 
burn. He kept seeing 

Quetzalcoatl, the 
wind god. It was 
said that one day 
Quezalcoatl would 
return from the east 

and reclaim lus 
throne." 

"Montequauhzorna" 
was not ready to 

five up the throne, 
so he thought that 
by giving him gold, 

the god would leave him alone. 
At that same time a man who called 

himself Cortez was landing on the 
eastern coast. This man wanted all the 
riches in our land, and would kill anyone 
who stood in his way. Poor 
Montequahzoma thought that this strange 
man was Questzalcoatl coming to re-
claim his throne." 
"Grandpa," said Milagro softly, "why 
could not the Emperor see that the man 
from the east was not Quetzalcoatl?" 

"The Emperor believed so much in 
the prophecy, that he blinded himself 
with superstition and fear and could not 
separate the truth from the darkness. The 
Emperor thought that by giving the man 
what he wanted he would go away but 
Cortez always wanted more. The two 

Conclusion on Next page -------------'"' L_  

Milagro loved to listen to him 
speak, his words 
filled her with the 
inspiration of 
inspiration of 
promise. 

" li ttle child 
you li ve in a 
very different 

Her tiny hands were 
clenched together so tightly that 

her knuckles began to turn 
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armies went to war. It took some time 
but we were overcome by the beastly 
Conquistadors. By losing, we had to 
adapt to their ways. Our lives were 
changed forever. My Grandfather told 
me that the Conquistadors had hairy 
faces like dogs. They would sniff the 
perfume of the Aztec air with their white 
snouts and growl. They soon multiplied 
and roamed across the land devouring 
everything. They ate the cactus, the 
birds, the maize, everything. When they 
finished the consumption of the land 
they sunk their heads into the rivers and 
lapped them dry their Jong pointed 
tongues. What a murderous thirst!" 

Little Milagro sat silently as her lips 
were curled over her teeth. Her tiny 
hands were clenched together so tightly 
that her knuckles began to turn white. 
She reluctantly released her lips from the 
tension and asked Grandfather ifhe was 
telling the truth. 

"Yes," said Grandfather. He no longer 
had a confident look upon his face, 
instead he looked like an injured eagle 
looking for solace. I !is dark quetzal eyes 
flickered like a candle in the midst ofa 
tempest. 

"I only hope that our children will be 
safe from the jaws of those beasts. It is 
so important my little Milagro, to know 
the past so that you can keep a part of it 
alive. The bests want us to forget the past 
so that it can be lost forever." 

Grandfather stroked little Milagro 's 
soft black hair with his arthritic fingers 
and kissed her warm forehead. "They 

.. 
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have become so strong mija, little by 
little they arc filling small coffins with 
our culture and burying them in dark 
unmarked graves so that they can not be 
found. They like to roam in packs under 
the starless sky when the moon is dull 
and in ill spirits. It is on these nights that 
they devour the souls of the unexpected. 
They like to take our children and put 
them into schools that teach them that 
their ancestors were savages. They tell 
them that little people from outer space 
built their ancient temples and gave them 
what knowledge they knew. They give 
them a new tongue to speak with and a 
lighter skin to be proud of. Since then 
mija, mothers have always kept a close 
eye on their children. They blind 
themselves looking into the darkness, 
looking for any stray beasts that might do 
harm to their families. It is indeed a 
different time, and uncertain one where 
we must always be alert." 

A tear formed in Grandfather's eyes 
and pushed itself out upon one of the 
deep crevices of his face. Milagro wiped 
the tear from his cheek and rested her 
head against his sow beating heart. " It is 
too late for me mija, 1 ·vc lost my ancient 
tongue and speak like the Conquistadors 
do. I 'vc gone their churches and prayed 
to that poor man on that cross. Maybe it 
will be different for you. Perhaps 
prophecy wi ll be with you someday and 
maybe we can return to something better 
than the past and more fruitful than the 
present ..:· 

- ~ -~ 

Milagro sat in a catatonic daze and 
wept as she reluctantly let the image of 
that noble eagle fade into the deep 
recesses of her memory. The smell of 
burnt tortillas air and the ports filled with 
rice and beans sat cooling in the starless 
night. 
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CORONA 
CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 7 

Boole Reviews:  

One of Professor Corona's objec-
tives while al Ohio State, is to foster a 
greater knowledge of Latin America 
culture and the Hispanic contributions to 
the United States and the world to our 
non-Latino students. He feels that this 
can be accomplished by presenting a 
broad perspective of the "Latino I 
Hispanic experience" through art. 
literature, and language. This knowl-
edge, Professor Corona feels, helps 
students from other cultures obtain a 
more realistic understanding of Latinos 
instead of the basic stereotypical ones 
that abound these days. This information 
can prove useful to those students who 
are perhap~ considering a career in Latin 
America. Considering the close proxim-
ity of Mexico to the United States and 
also the large Hispanic populations in 
Southern Florida, New York City, and the 
American Southwest. the opportunities 
for American sLUdents in Latino-concen-
trated areas is quite large. 

This section contains the lowdown 
on three books that have recently hit the 
bookstores. that are of interest to Latinos. 

Direc101y ofOrgw1i-z,a1io11s for 
!111111igra111 Righ1s, compiled by Roberto 
Calderon (San Antonio:Hispanic Re-
search Center, 1996). Softcover 154 
pages, $ I 0. Reference. A comprehensive 
national directory of immigrant right 
organizations, with more than 1,900 
citations has been compiled by Calderon, 
a University of California at riverside 
ethnic studies professor. To order call or 
write the Hispanic Research Center at 
(210) 691-4124 or 6900 N. Loop 1604 
W., University of Texas at San Antonio. 
San Antonio. TX 78249-0650. 

Chave :~ Memories: Los Recuerdos 
de Chave, by Maria Isabel Salgado 
(Houston: Arte Publico Press/Pinata 
Books 1996). Hardcover, 32 pages, 

Professor Corona states that the 
influence of Latino culture is already 
obvious. This influence will only 
become greater in future and will soon 
serve as a bridge for the general integra-
tion and inclusion of one peoples culture 
into an already existing one. ·'Because 
the population of Latinos is increasing," 
states Professor Corona, "The United 
States must recognize and give credence 
to the Hispanic voice, because this is the 
voice that will hop in shaping the next 
century of America and the world." 

lf you would like to know more 
about Professor Corona or just welcome 
him to the university. please contact him 
at 292-8617. 

By Fidel Cruz 

14.95. Children. A perfect example of the 
quality bilingual picture books for which 
A1te Publico Press excels: a delightful 
tale of a girl who visit's her abuelita's 
house in rural Mexico. 

Cuba:The Elusive Island, photo-
graphs by Tria Giovan, with excerpts 
selected by Marilu Menendez (New 
York: harry N. Abrams. Inc.. 1996). 
Hardcover, 144 pages, $24.95. Photogra-
phy. Giovan, whose photographs have 
appeared in museums and magazines, 
had a privileged access to day-to-day 
Cuban life. Juxtaposed with the I 03 color 
photographs are thoughts of important 
Cuban writers, which creates a portrait 
that transports the reader LO the island. 

Source: Hispanic Magazine 
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"Mexico Now: Point of Departure" 
Is showing at the Riffe Gallery (775 High 
St.), untli April 5th. The exhibit featues 
the work of 11 emerging Mexican artists. 
The hours to attend are as follows: noon-
4pm. (weekends), l la.m.-4p.m. (Mon-
Wed.) 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Thur+ Fri. 
Admission is free, for more information 
call 644-9624. 

Study Circles on Racism at OSU 
During Hispanic Awaraness Week, 

the workshop titled "Beyond the Color of 

Scholarships for Latinos 
Thjs article has been on the works for 
sometime now. It was supposed to go out 
on the last issue, but due to space it did 
not make the final cut. Like many other 
students Latinos face the financial burden 
of attending college. Many times, Latino 
students have to put their college life on 
hold, because they just simply can't 
afford it. College scholarships are mostly 
based on grades, or professional ex.peri-
ence. There are always some scholarships 
for minorities, numberswise (especially 
for Latinos) there are few. There are 
options, loans (that can put you in debt 
for the next 20 years), work-study 
(marginal salary that only covers some 
tuition expenses) or you can work three 
jobs at once, which will limit the time 
you have for yourself and your studies. 

Here are some sources that award 
scholarships exclusively to Latino 
students. I found this very helpful, and 
current (you are still on time to apply for 
most of these scholarships). 

American G.l. Forum of the U.S. 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

National Headquarters 
3301 Mountain Rd. NW 

Albuquerqu_e_. _ _e_w_M- ex-i-co- 87_1_04(505) 243-755 NI/247-49 IO 

Fear" will take place on Friday April 18th 
from I to 5 p.m. in the Ohio Union 
Memorial Room. For more information 
call 292-8782. 

Al ha Psi Lambda 

The Nation's First Co-ed Latino-Tnterest 
Fratemiy invites you to join them at their 
Hispanic Awareness events. For more 
information contact Johnny Howell at 
Howell.36@osu.edu or Tracy Salas-
Lynch at 299-9954. 
http://www.osu.edu/students/apl 

Contact: Isabel Olgaz Tellez 
Deadline: April 30 
Amount: Varies 
Scholarships are awarded locally 
League of United Latin American 

Citizens (LULAC) 
National Educational Centers INC. 

(LNESC) 
2100 M Street N.W. 
Suite 602 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Contact: Program Director 
(202) 408-0060 
Deadline: Outgoing 
Amount: Varies 
National Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

(NHSF) 
P.O. Box 728  
Novato, CA 94948  
(415) 892-9971 
Contact: Dora Robles 
Deadline: April I -June 15 
Amount: Varies 
Hispanic Association ofColleges 

and Universities (HACU) 
Student Support Systems 
4204 Gardendale St., #2 I 6 
San Antonio, TX 78229 

(2 10) 692_-3805Contact: Antonio Hernandez, 

HBSA 

The Hispanic Business Student Association 
Come and join us in our great exciting 
jorney in the business world. As a 
member you will recieve benefits such as 
having your resume on line, learn 
HTML, and many more. For more 
information on our next quartes schedule 
and our most update infonnation contact 
us at: 
http://www.osu.edu/students/hbsa 

How to be in FYI 
Submit your announcements to: 
;,Que Pasa. OSU? 
clo Hispanic Student Services 
347 Ohio Union 
I 739 North High Street 
Col11111b11s, OH 43210 
Submissions may be edited 

Deadline: Outgoing 
Amount: Varies 
Society of Hispanic Professional 

Engineers Foundation 
5400 E. Olympic Blvd., #306 
Los Angeles, CA 90022 
(213) 888-2080 
Contact: Kathy Borunda 
Deadline: Outgoing 
Amount: $500-$7,000 
Hispanic Public Relations Associa-

tion (HPRA) Scholarships 
735 S. Figueroa St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(7 14) 453-0116 ext.122  
Contact: Octavio Nury.  
HPRA president  
Deadline: Outgoing  
Amount: $500 and $1,000  
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com-

merce (USHCC) Scholarship 
1030 15th St. N.W. #206 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 842-12 I 2  
Contact: Larry Romero  
Deadline: July 20  
Amount: $1,000  

(Scholarship informa-

tion provided by MAES/SHPE web page-) J 
(505) 247-2993 fax Director of Special Projects 

http://www.osu.edu/students/hbsa
http://www.osu.edu/students/apl
mailto:Howell.36@osu.edu


Introducing the New Chair of  
lQue Pasa, OSU ?  

February 25, 1997 

Dear Readers, 

My name is Tracy Salas Lynch, and I am the elected chair of the Editorial Board for 
l,Que Pasa, OSU?. lam a third year student majoring in International Studies and I'm 
originally from Tipp City, OH. Throughout my college experience I have been 
actively involved in student organizations such as Alpha Psi Lambda, the University-
wide Council of Hispanic Organizations, and as an appointed undergraduate represen-
tative for the Hispanic Oversight Commjuee. 
Through my experiences in student organizations, I have learned that students should 
take advantage of what this university has to offer. Whether that be through student 
organizations. the Greek system, or the various services and programs that are offered 
by the university. There are so many opportunities to enrich your collegiate experi-
ence both educationally and culturally and all you have to do is find out when, where, 
and sometimes how much. The Staff and the Editorial Board of l,Que Pasa, OSU? 
hope that this magazine can serve as a guide to these programs and services that are 
offered to students and perhaps to give more information concerning the various 
student organizations that may enhance your leadership and organizational skills. 
;,Que Pasa, OSU? also strives to serve the Hispanic Community by keeping its readers 
abreast on the issues that effect Hispanics on the local, state, and national level. 
During the past year I have had the pleasure of being a member of the Board of trus 
magazine and have watched the magazine evolve into a means of communication not 
only for the Hispanic community at The Ohio State University, but for the Hispanic 
community in Columbus and throughout Ohio. My position has been very challeng-
ing this year with the changing of Executive Editors, additions to the Editorial Board 
and the hiring of a new associate Editor for this eilition of the magazine. All these 
changes have been exciting and have proved to be beneficial in maintaining the 
quality of content and style that we hope to achieve with l,Que Pasa, OSU? 
I believe that this magazine exists to serve the Hispanic community at The Ohio State 
University and by providing a service it is our responsibility to advocate for the needs, 
concerns, and issues of our culture. The magazine is open to comments, suggestions, 
and criticism by it's readers so take advantage of the service that l,Que Pasa, OSU? is 
providing you and let us know how we may serve you belier. 

Thank You, 

Tracy Salas Lynch 
l,Que Pasa, OSU? 
Editorial Board, Chair 
1996-97 

:5.....________________________________________.......,. 
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c/o Hispanic Student Services 
The Ohio State University 
347 Ohio Union 
1739 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

Latino-Interest Organizations at The Ohio State University  

Alpha Psi Lambda 
http://www.acs.ohio-state.edu/studentslapl 

Box 50 Ohio Union 
1739 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
•apsi@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu 

• Johnny "Yo-J" Howell, President 
614. 291.6403 

Brazilian And Friends Association 
• Hilton Da Silva, President 

hsilva@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu 

HBSA 
Hispanic Business Student Association 
http://www.acs.ohio-state.edu/studentslhbsa 

1775 College Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
• hbsa@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu 

• Ray Arebalo, President 
614.421.9671  

arebalo.1@osu.edu  

Hermandad Latina 
• Carlos Rivera, President 

614.291.6459  
crivera@freenet.columbus.oh.us  

HLSA 
Hispanic Law Student Associa-
tion 
• Salvador A. Cicero 

614.261.1424  
cicero.3@osu.edu  

HGPNSO 
Hispanic Graduate, Professional, and 
Non-Traditional Student Organization 
• Ivette Diaz-Greene 

La.S.U.  
Latino/a Student Union  
• Tony Valle, President 

614.299. 7468  
valle.5@osu.edu  

OHSEA 
Organization of Hispanic Students in 
Engineering & Architecture 
• Carlos Colon, President 

614.421.9102  
colon.14@osu.edu  

OLAS 
Organization of Latinos in 
the Arts & Sciences 
• Johan Sanchez, Member 

614.299.4466 

UCHO 
The University-wide Council of 
Hispanic Organizations 
• HGPNSO, Co-Chair 
• Ray Arebalo, Co-Chair 672.9585 
• Carlos Rivera, Treasurer (1996-97) 

291.6459 
• Tracy Salas-Lynch, Historian 299.9954 

UCHO Member-Organization 
• Alpha Psi Lambda 
• HBSA 
• Hermandad Latina 
•HGPNSO 
•La.S.U. 
• OHSEA 

The Hispanic Oversight 
Committee 
• Dr. Jamie Cano, Chair 
• Dr. Raul Herrera, Faculty 
• Victor Mora, Staff 
• Alejandro Almaguer, Professional 
• Tamara J. Garcia-Barbosa, Graduate 
• Tracy Sa/as-Lynch, Undergraduate 
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