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Bernhardt, Constance J. 
Greenleaf: The Autobiography 
of a Child. 
Hancock, Md., Trunk Press, 
1978. 

The preface points out that this is not a 
book for children, nor about children. 
It is a personal expression of Bern-
hardt's life as a child, told not from 
an adult perspective, but as she might 
have uttered the poems at age four, then 
five, six, through thirteen. 

At e ach age, the child's feelings, sim-
ply stated, come through the words. At 
four, she says: 

The year four is a very long year 
and most of it is summer. 

In kindergarten, at age five, she exper-
iences a t e acher's dictum: 

I make a horse with brown paper. 

I like my horse. 
The teacher says my horse is too fat. 
She says make it more skinny. 
I get a scissors 
and cut off lots of body. 
I get more paste and put the legs back 

on. 
I don't like my horse now. 

The s uccessive years bring other impres-
sions, of her sister, parents, grand-
parents, school and friends. The title 
of the book comes from the fact that she 
and her sister play with their dolls in 
a make-believe town called Greenleaf, 
where she makes a sign for a pretend 
restaurant, open 48 hours a day, 24 at 
day and 24 at night. At age eight, she 
recalls: 

I remember when I was little. 
It was a long time ago. 

Growing up is not always joyous, and s he 
reacts to her father's reprimand by cry-
ing, does not like the pictures and 
charts about physical development, and 
observes that "being upset sometimes is 
worse than being punished." In junior 
high school at age twelve, she remarks: 

Karen is in the fifth grade. 
I think it's strange that she 
always seems younger than I was 
when I was her age. 

At thirteen, she writes a short story 
about an old lady who recalls childhood 
and acquires an interest in art, which 
seems to be a projection into the future: 

My world is growing. 
Tomorrow morning I will be fourteen 
And I will never be thirteen again. 

On that note, the reader realizes, and 
concludes, how quickly the childhood 
years pass, yet leaving memories. 

Toyo S. Kawakami 

Blume, Judy. 
Forever. 
New York, Pocket Books, 1975 . 

This is a novel about Katherine, a teen-
ager, who becomes deeply involved with 
Michael, her first love. They meet at 
an over night "bash." Michael asked 
Katherine to. dance and their romance be-
gins. After several months of seeing 
each other, they become romantically in-
volved. 



Katherine's parents encourage her to 
"play the field." She was not totally 
thrilled with this idea, and she contin-
ued to see Michael because they had 
places to spend the summer together. 

Katherine's father got her a surruner job 
as a tennis instructor at a camp. Al-
though she loved tennis, she did not want 
to leave Michael. 

When she told Michael he admitted he also 
had a surruner job. They went their sepa-
rate ways for summer but agreed to write 
each other. 

Their relationship eventually ended. 

Judy Blume does an excellent job in re-
lating the experiences and feelings en-
countered by a teenager's first expres-
sion of love. 

I recorrunend this book to pre-teenagers. 
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Sandy Lafontaine 
Indianola Informal School 

Gould, Lois; illustrated by 
Jacqueline Chwast. 
X: A Fabulous Child's Story. 
New York, Daughters Publishing 
Company, 1978. 

Although intended as a child's story, 
this charming and provocative book about 
nonsexist childrearing should be read by 
adults, especially parents. Easily read, 
the story, with its gentle touches of 
humor, causes one to reflect afterwards 
how children are programmed from birth 
into their sex roles. From infancy their 
differences are accentuated, not their 
similarities. 

The book opens with: "Once upon a time, 
a Baby named X was born. This Baby was 
named X so that nobody could tell whether 
it was a boy or a girl. Its parents 
could tell ... but they couldn't tell any-
body else, since the baby was a part of 
a very important Secret Scientific 
Xperiment." 
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The scientists who had planned thi s 
Xperiment at great cost had compiled an 
instruction manual in secret code and , 
after many tests, selected a pair of 
parents who had no preference for either 
a boy or a girl and could be trusted to 
keep a secret. So it was that the 
Joneses were chosen to raise an X. 

The Joneses could not hire a baby-sitter 
for fear of having the child's sex made 
known. They upset their friends and rel-
atives, because they would not reveal 
the child's gender. They had to allow 
the child to play with any toy it wi s hed , 
so there was no evidence of sex-linked 
behavior. 

When X reached school age, problems for 
the Joneses increased, since school had 
specific rules for boys and girls and 
none for Xes. The scientists had antici-
pated difficulties, so X could do what 
boys and girls did, and knew what to say 
when the Other Children asked whether X 
was a boy or a girl. 

It was hard to tell what X was, because 
he was allowed to us e the principal's 
bathroom, wore overalls, and excelled in 
any children's games. X became unhappy 
over Other Children's ridicule, but the 
parents became alarmed and frightene d by 
the change in their own children's activ-
ities. Naming X a "disruptive influ-
ence," they stormed the Parents' Associa-
tion and demanded that a team of Xperts 
Xamine it physically and mentally and 
that if X was a misfit, it must be 
Xpelled from school. 

X was an Xcellent student, as the princi-
pal and teachers testified. The team of 
Xperts used their testing machine called 
the Superpsychiamedicosocioculturometer 
on X and found that X had no identity 
problem. In its own way, the story 
points out that societal sexism is in-
grained and that most parents, and 
schools, perpetuate the sex role stereo-
typing. 

The story ends with the Other Children ' s 
visit to X. They found X playing with a 
tiny baby, and when X is asked what kind 



of a baby it is, X answered with a smile, 
"It's a Y!!" 
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Toyo s. Kawakami 

Nemerowicz, Gloria Morris. 
Children's Perceptions of Gen-
der and Work Roles. 
New York, Praeger Publishers, 
1979. 

The ideologies that pervade social insti-
tutions and public policy view women as 
secondary to men, evil or weak morally 
and intellectually, childlike, incom-
plete, domestic, and expressive. Men are 
primary, have a strong sense of social 
justice and analytic ability, embody the 
standards of adulthood, are work oriented 
and competitive. These ideologies sup-
port a sex stratification system. 

Nemerowicz and her colleagues chose to 
study children whose social learning has 
taken place within the above mentioned 
ideologies. Children, she contends, are 
placed in a sex stratification structure 
and are learning both the content of the 
accompanying roles and the cultural ra-
tionalizations for different sex-role ex-
pectations and rewards. 

Children's conceptualizations of work and 
workers are part of a developmental proc-
ess that is presumably occurring simul-
taneously with the development of ideas 
about sex roles. To test this assump-
tion, Nemerowicz devised a research 
study. This book contains the results 
she obtained. 

Using a sample of 7 to 12-year-old child-
ren, the open ended interview format pro-
vided the researchers with their data. 
The students at three elementary schools 
in New Jersey participated in four activ-
ities: "Mars F," "About My Parent's 

.Work," "Picture Identification," and 
"Draw a Picture." 

In the Mars F activity, the child was 
asked to put "him/herself in the hypo-
thetical situation of describing and ex-
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plaining to a third party, (a 'friendly 
person from Mars'), who is completely un-
familiar with life on Earth, what a man 
and woman are, their similarities and 
differences, capabilities and limita-
tions, which one is better to be on 
Earth, and which one the children would 
choose to be." 

About My Parent's Work dealt with the 
child's perceptions of his/her own par-
ent's work roles. 

Picture Identification consisted of a 
series of eight pictures of people work-
ing. Two packets of pictures were used. 
The pictures in each packet were identi-
cal except for the sex of the person in-
volved in the work -- one showed men 
doing the work, the other showed women 
doing the work. 

Draw a Picture consisted of the children 
being asked to draw three pictures: "a 
man working, " " a woman working," and 
"me working when I grow up. " 

Nemorowicz presents her research in 
depth. She has researched a population 
that has rarely been sampled and her 
interesting results are a welcome addi-
tion to the area of sex roles research. 
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Phyllis Watts Lafontaine 

Sprunq, Barbara. 
Non-Sexist Education for Young 
Children: A Practical Guide. 
New York, Citation Press, 1975. 

Barbara Sprung, Educational Director of 
the Non-Sexist Child Development Project 
for the Women's Action Alliance, has long 
been interested in sexist influences on 
pre-school children. In a background 
chapter on that Project, she explains 
that soon after the Women's Action Alli-
ance was established in 1971, the Alli-
ance "began receiving mail from women all 
over the country who were concerned that 
their children were being forced into 
rigidly stereotyped roles." These let-
ters were the impetus to start the Proj-



ect which began in 1973 with several 
months spent observing twenty-five child 
care centers in New York City. From 
those twenty-five, four centers later be-
came demonstration centers to participate 
in the field testing and to help in the 
development of a program and materials 
for non-sexist early childhood education. 
The eight goals of the Project were: 1) 
To present both men and women in a nur-
turing role; 2) To show both women and 
men performing a wide variety of jobs; 
3) To encourage girls as well as boys to 
engage in active play and to encourage 
boys as well as girls to enjoy quiet 
play; 4) To help boys and girls respect 
each other; 5) To encourage boys and 
girls to develop and be able to express a 
full range of emotions; 6) To encourage 
the full physical development of all 
children ; 7) To present a more real is -
tic view of the world to children, in-
cluding society's varied racial and eth-
nic groups; 8) To present a more open 
view of the family, including family 
groupings other than the nuclear family. 

After a brief chapter on the "Framework 
of Child De-velopment," Sprung outlines 
the Project's programs for achieving 
those goals. The final chapter then pro-
vides information on the non-sexist mate-
rials which the Project developed (and 
which are supplied by the Milton Eardley 
Co. and The Instructo Corp .), while the 
three appendices offer excellent bibliog-
raphies of non-sexist picture books and 
non-sexist readings, together with a 
checklist for a non-sexist classroom. 

Although the discussion itself should be 
helpful to any parents or teachers who 
have managed to remain unaware of the 
pervasive sex stereotyping which , histor-
ically, has begun in utero, I suspect 
that those final pages will prove to be 
the most useful section of Sprung's guide 
for a majority of its readers. 

Martha Lawry 
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Conference on Non-Sexist Early 
Childhood Education; B~rbara 
Sprung, Ed. 
Perspectives on Non-Sexist 
Childhood Education. 
New York, Teachers College 
Press, 1978. 

In 1972, because of the volume of in-
quiries that revealed sex-role stereo-
typing at the preschool l evel , the Wom-
en ' s Alliance establ i shed the Non-Sexist 
Chi ld Development Project. The Project 
staff members traveled all over the 
United States to talk with parents, 
teachers, administrat~rs, teache r educa-
tors, researchers, government official s , 
publishers, early ch ildhood material 
manufacturers, and others who were con -
cerned with the limitations of sex-rol e 
stereotyping. 

By October of 1976, there was enough 
interest in sexism to call a Conference 
on Non-Sexist Early Childhood Education 
at Airlie House in Virginia. The par-
ticipants at the Conference shared in-
formation about programs for teacher 
training, parent educat ion, curriculum 
and materials development, and made 
recommendations for non-sexist education. 

This volume contains reports and presen-
tations from the Conference and is divid-
ed into four sections: Problems and 
Conflicts , Research Overviews , Parenting, 
and Roundup of Perspectives. The append-
ices are also a rich source of informa-
tion. They consist of Guidelines for the 
Development and Evaluation of Unbiased 
Educational Materials by Felicia R. 
George, trainer/coordinator of the Proj -
ect; Sources of Non - Sexist Materials, 
which include films, filmstrips, slide 
shows, records, photographs and posters, 
puzzles and dolls, games and instruction-
al aids, curriculum programs, books and 
toy distributors, feminist publishers, 
resource centers; Suggested Reading; 
and an excellent bibliography of Non-
sexist Picture Books for Chi ldren. 

The diversity of views, the strength of 
belief that changes can be made in sex-
role attitudes, the encouraging research 



in the social psychology of sex-role dif-
ferentiation, and the understanding of 
human culture shown by the speakers make 
for lively, thought-provoking reading. 

Dr. Barbara T. Bowman's chapter, the 
first in the book, on sexism and racism 
in education, points out that expecta-
tions and unconscious teaching influence 
the developmental stages of sex-role 
differentiation. She states that sexual 
identity is an intricate pattern of 
learned behavior and that roles must be 
designed that lead to complementarity and 
fulfillment rather than to competitive-
ness and isolation. 

This reviewer found Dr. Selma Greenberg's 
chapter on preschool and the politics of 
sexism, with its touch of sarcasm, moc.t 
humorous. Dr. Greenberg, Affirmative 
Action Officer at Hofstra University, 
discusses the myth of opposite sexes, 
the myth of the male as the first sex, 
the myth of male sexual drives, and goes 
on to remark that "what we have done is 
set heterosexuality in a war metaphor," 
with women seen as victims and the van-
quished. She feels that the preschool 
setting is where sex role is emphasized, 
and, therefore, it is the preschool set-
ting that has done enormous damage. 

Dr. Renee Queen's discussion of toys for 
children suggests workshops for parents 
with guidelines to alert them to criteria 
for toy selection, since play is sex-
t yped in a child's first three years. 
Children respond to messages about gen-
derized toys from myriad sources: older 
children, peers, television, magazine 
advertisements, adults, and package il-
lustrations. Efforts should therefore be 
made to counteract these cues ver y early 
through parent education and the media. 
Dr. Queen's questions -- "How do child-
ren feel a bout what they are doing, play-
ing, or learning? What is happ ening to 
them as they work out their social o p -
tions and not dictated choices?" -- r e -
quire understanding of the hidden influ-
ence in toys, books, materials, teac her 
attitudes, and classroom environment. 

In the Research Overviews section, the 
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research that Dr. Lisa A. Se rbin co n-
ducted on t e achers, pee r s and p l ay pre f -
erences is well presente d in h e r paper . 
.She obs erves that t e achers rea c t diffe r -
ently to boys and girls and r espon d to 
sex differences in children' s b e havior, 
yet teachers are not the sole o r primary 
enforcers of s e x-role patte rns . Pare nt s , 
p e ers, and the me dia are all major con -
tributors. 

In the last section of the bo ok, Ro undup 
of Perspectives , Dr. Patri ck C. Le e fo -
cuses on the theme of the Conferen ce a nd 
discusses two model s o f int e r a c tion b e -
tween c ulture and the rate o f sex- rol e 
change, technological changes, a nd 
changes in the family and ma r r i age . 

Several activitie s were undertake n as a 
direct result of the Confere nc e , a ccord-
ing to Barbara Sprung, the editor o f 
this collection. One of the m was a 
Symposium on Multicultural App roa che s to 
Non-Sexist Early Childhood Educatio n, 
designed to bring together e arl y child-
hood educators from many ethn i c and c ul-
tural groups to discuss childr e a ring and 
educational practices. Anothe r activity , 
a . ,training model for trainers, r e c e i ved 
the necessary funding after the Pr o j ec t 
submitted a proposal to the USOE Women ' s 
Educational Equity Act to deve lop a 
training model and manual for Head Star t 
Trainers. In 1979 the model a nd ma nual 
will be disseminated nationally . 

Zl035 
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Davis, Enid. 
The Liberty Cap: A Catalogue 
of Non-Sexist Materials f or 
Children. 
Chicago, Academy Pre s s , 1977 . 

The Liberty Cap was originally a s e rial 
publication -- a "bimonthly journal of 
recently published non-stereotyped 
children's books and resources." In 
1976, Davis stopped publication of the 
serial and began its reorganization for 
inclusion in this book. Although book 
reviews of children's literature of the 



late s ixties through the mid-seventies 
comprise the major portion of her new 
work, Davis also includes discussions and 
special lists of modern classics, fairy 
tales, biographies, "roles people play," 
and materials inspired by the women's 
movement . Davis' purpose was to provide 
a "selection tool for people who want 
both literary merit and imaginative hu-
manism reflected in their collections." 
She has succeeded in providing such a 
tool for the period covered. The Liberty 
Cap's approach should serve as a bench-
mark for non-sexist catalogues and selec-
tion criteria for the future . 
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Heffner, Elaine. 
Mothering: The Emotional Ex-
perience of Motherhood After 
Freud and Feminism. 
New York, Doubleday & Co., 
Inc., 1978. 

Not too long ago I was in a meeting 
which, for a time, focused on partici-
pants' (for we all were women) relation-
ships with our mothers. Quickly we dis-
covered some "universal" or common 
things; we came from different back-
grounds, were vastly different in both 
age and life style, but we could dis-
cover some things we had in common when 
we looked back at our mothers, to the 
present at ourselves, and to the future 
with our daughters, for most of this 
group had daughters. Some one made the 
comme:it, "I wonder when Nancy Friday's 
mother will write a book?" That, of 
course, in reference to Friday's 
current ly popular book, My Mother 
Myself. 

I think this is evidence that many of us 
are not happy with Friday's book; that 
we believe there is something to mother-
ing that we have not learned yet. I 
think we see ourselves, often as both 
victimized and victims. Or, in a less 
harsh way, we see ourselves as strong, or 
not so strong, and we are looking for 
answers. 
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Elaine Heffner seems to have struggled 
with some of the same questions and 
themes that the previously mentione d 
little group of women raised. She start s 
with Women's Liberation -- by which I 
think she means the last decade of women 
who are seeking for a common consciou s -
ness, and, possibly, feminist awareness . 
She also is concerned about the impact of 
psychoanalytic theory on child rear i ng . 

I looked hopefully to this book. It 
showed promise and, I hoped or thought, 
would provide some guidelines. I was 
disappointed. 

This slim volume does more to explore the 
"damaging" impact of the women's move ment 
on mothering, than the impact of psycho-
analytic thought and the rise of the wom-
en's movement. It is a compilation of 
experiences by the author and some wom-
en she has known or interviewed. From 
these experiences Heffner generalizes 
and comes up with truisms. For example, 
we learn there are no "answers." We 
learn that mothers need "permission" to 
allow their young sons to spit at people, 
for example, and not think of the boy s 
as "bad." We learn that it is important 
to listen to what our children say, and 
talk to the issue on the child's mind. 

It was all very disappointing, because 
there is a genuine need felt by many o f 
us who know of the impact of psychoanalyt· 
ic thought and the women's movement and 
have some difficulty reconciling our 
lives and the needs of our children. 

Someday, maybe Nancy Friday's mother will 
write a book. Until then Heffner may 
help some of us; the rest of us will have 
to help each other. 

Mary Irene Moffitt 
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Roland, Alan and Barbara 
Harris, Eds. 
Career and Motherhood, 
Struggles for a New Identity. 
New York, Human Sciences Press, 
1979. 

This new reader attempts to give insight 
and, perhaps, provide help for women who 
are working both at a career and at being 
mothers. Heavily weighted with psycho-
analytic theory, or insights described 
by social scientists, the book has one 
delightful chapter by Jane Lazarre, au-
thor of the The Mother Knot. 

Lazarre's contribution to this book, 
"The Mother-Artist: Woman As Trickster" 
is as lovely a piece on mother conflicts 
as has appeared anywhere. In keeping 
with her style, Lazarre writes with in-
sight, with knowledge born of the con-
flicts she knows first hand, and with a 
healthy dose of whimsy. 

The same praise cannot be applied to all 
of the pieces in this book; some are 
heavy and "thought provoking", others use 
case studies; one, in particular, con-
sists of a compilation of information 
from a variety of sources. "Careers, 
Conflict and Children," is an ambitious 
essay by Barbara Harris, one of the edi-
tors, and although it should be good in-
formation for a new feminist, it restates 
material which has already been covered 
by other authors. 

This book is serviceable as introduction; 
and certainly would be a good one for 
some men to read. It gathers together a 
lot of information; but it just doesn't 
go far enough for someone who wants 
depth. 
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Mary Irene Moffitt 

Women's Co-operative Guild; 
Margaret Llewelyn Davies, Ed.; 
New Introd. by Gloden Dallas. 
Maternity: Letters from Work-
ing Women. 
London, Virago, 1978. 
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We in the United States tend to get a 
rosy glow when we think of motherhood. 
Unless we're remembering Philip Wylie's 
"momism," we tend to lump together 
motherhood, apple pie, and all good, warm 
familial matters. The dangers which may 
attend childbirth, if considered at all, 
are thought to be the proper concern 
primarily of the health professions . 
However, that was not always the case nor 
is it necessarily true today. Maternity: 
Letters from Working Women, first pub-
lished in 1915, focused public attention 
on the maternity problems faced by a 
large section of English mothers. The 
letters had been ~ol icited in 1914 by the 
Women's Co-operative Guild to gain a 
"general picture of the conditions of 
life" of English working class women dur-
ing "maternity." The Gvild, founded in 
1883, was organized to give the "wives of 
male co-operators an interest in the 
movement, and also to encourage them ... 
towards some form of independent self ex-
pression." Margaret Llewelyn Davies, the 
Guild's General Secretary from 1889 to 
1921, built up the group to more\than 
32,000 members in a relatively s\ort time 
In a "New Introduction" to Maternity, 
Gloden Dallas explains that these letters 
"were sent in 1914 in response to an 
appeal from Miss Davies for direct exper-
iences of childbirth and rearing to be 
used as evidence in the Guild's sustained 
campaign ... to improve the virtually non-
existent maternal and infant care then 
available to the poorer woman." 

The Guild had already won a 30 shillings 
maternity benefit in the National Insur-
ance Act of 1913, but Davies saw that 
benefit as only a small portion of what 
was needed to ease the suffering of 
mothers and families caused by ignorance, 
overwork, inadequate housing, and improp-
er and insufficient food. There is some 
question whether Davies' initial purpose 
in soliciting the letters was to publish 
a selection of experiences or simply to 
learn the extent of the problem which 
women faced. In any case, 600 women who 
either were or had been Guild officials 
received questionnaires; of the 386 
replies, Davies chose 160 letters for 
inclusion in Maternity. Publication of 



the letters was a great success both in 
England and America; the first edition 
sold out in two months and a second edi-
tion was printed almost immediately. 

Maternity is reprinted now as "an histor·-
ical document of great value ... a unique 
source of information and enlightenment 
on the lives of women, men and children 
in the nineteenth century." It is not a 
pleasure to read these letters. The 
majority are filled with misery, super-
stition, and death. Every third or 
fourth letter seems to record one or two 
miscarriages and/or still-births. In 
fact the totals, which are printed at the 
end of the book, bear out that impres-
sion: 

Within the 1396 live births, there 
were 218 miscarriages (15.6 per 100 
live births); 83 still-births (5.9 
per 100 live births); or a total of 
301 still-births and miscarriages 
(21.5 per 100 live births). Further-
more, 2 women had 10 miscarriages each 
and 1 woman, 8 miscarriages; 1 woman 
had 6 still-births and another 4 
still-births; and, "of the 348 moth-
ers, 86 lost children in the first 
year of life." 

Looked at from the vantage point of some 
65 years, it is relatively easy to pin-
point the overriding problem -- poverty, 
or, more specifically, poverty compounded 
with brutally hard work, ignorance, and 
superstition. ~ost women reported 
"going without" in order to feed their 
husbands and children, working up to the 
day or hour of the birth, and returning 
to work too soon. Women tended to be-
lieve that complications occurred from 
any kind of stretching and that postnatal 
problems developed if the mother attempt-
ed to get out of bed earlier than three 
to four weeks after parturition. Many 
women knew little about pregnancy, pre-
natal care, and childbirth -- and even 
less about caring for themselves or their 
babies after childbirth. Today it is 
easy to forget that at that time women's 
"work" was hard physical labor for 12 or 
more hours a day, that improper prenatal 
care, inadequate diet, and poor care 
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during the birth itself left women torn, 
bleeding, and ill (truly unable to walk 
for some weeks), and that the only 
explanations they dared point to for 
their dismal condition were old wives' 
tales and superstitions. 

In addition to the repeated agony report-
ed in the letters, it was shocking to 
read in the Preface, written by a Memher 
of Parliament, that action needed to be 
taken because a "nation ought not to 
tolerate widespread suffering among its 
members," but also because the nation, in 
its competition with other societies, was 
"weakened" by the lack of a "sufficient 
mass of number." Although such a self-
serving goal was placed second to the 
humanitarian wish, the amount of space 
and the number of arguments devoted to 
the importance of the State's maintain-
ing a large population revealed the 
M.P. 's true concern. 

Finally, Maternity: Letters from Working 
Women is truly "an historical document of 
great value;" but it should not, for this 
reason, be considered inapplicable today. 
Without question, contemporary pre- and 
postnatal care far exceeds that of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Poverty, however, still 
exists and along with poverty, the suf-
fering of mothers and of their families 
continues. 
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Martha Lawry 

Cornelisen, Ann. 
Women of the Shadows: A Study 
of the Wives and Mothers of 
Southern Italy. 
New York, Vintage Books, 1977. 

Once in awhile a book comes along, unex-
pectedly, without warning to grip you in 
its spell, to hold you against your will, 
to fascinate you to its end. Such a book 
is this paperback study of the lives of 
five special women of Southern Italy. 
The book jacket compares it to studies by 
Oscar Lewis and James Agee, and rightly 
so. Cornelisen writes with compassion of 



the women with whom she has lived, off 
and on, for more than a decade. 

The portraits drawn here are strong ones, 
of women who seem to have no pride or 
fight left for themselves, who have given 
what they have to the land -- a barren 
unyielding forsaken one -- to their 
families~ fathers, brothers, then hus-
bands and children. They speak little; 
their faces show the scars of years of 
harshness and sorrow etched on women of 
25 years or less. It is a joyless ex-
istence, Cornelisen portrays, but she 
does so with clear and obvious affection 
for her subjects. 

Cornelisen, like Agee, includes pictures 
in her book. The pictures, though not of 
the actual subjects of her study, vividly 
express what life in poverty stricken 
southern Italy is like. 

This is a gripping book; it treats 
nearly every aspect of these women's 
lives, and while we can wish things 
were better, while we might hope for a 
"feminist" revolt it's not likely to 
happen in southern Italy. Cornelisen has 
shown things clearly, just the way they 
are. Fate, some would call it; others 
might call it enslavement. But no matter 
what the label, and no label is best, the 
lives of these women are compelling as 
well as disturbing. 
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McKern, Sharon. 
Redneck Mothers, Good 01' Girls 
and Other Southern Belles. 
New York, The Viking Press, 
1979. 

Sharon McKern's book is subtitled A 
Celebration of the Women of Dixie and she 
goes to great lengths, through nine chap-
ters, a Prologue, and an Epilogue, to do 
just that. She does not succeed. The 
result is an unfortunate hodge-podge of 
poorly written, tasteless, folksy vi-
gnettes of the lives and thoughts of an 
assortment of Southern women. The sub-

9 

ject deserves better treatment and h e r 
avowed purpose, to demonstrate what i s 
"unique and special about the women of 
Dixie," would have been better serve d 
with more thought and less relianc e on a 
tape recorder and clever phrases . 

I don't want to belabor the poin t unduly, 
but I hope that I never again have t o 
bump and jolt my way through ano t he r book 
that relies so heavily on hyphenate d 
words. Hardly a single page in the first 
half of the book is without an examp l e --
from "macho-crazed whore bars where mean-
eyed juiced-up honky-tonk cowboys ," 
"don't-you-know," "rebel-hearted ... 
Southern woman," "anti-belle feminis ts ," 
and "semi-delightful" (all of which 
appear on one page) through "rip-roaring , 
hard-driving, wild-ass Redneck Mo the r," 
to "Country is a grass-roots, foot- stomp -
in', shit-kickin' music .... It's for grown 
ups ... There's lovin', leavin' home , 
cheatin', drinkin', ramblin', and old-
time religion. The sacred songs range 
from eighteenth-century gospel class i cs . . 
to forties-vintage born-again t es timo-
nials ... to gonzo-contemporary t r ibutes ... " 
(all in the first half of one paragraph) 

As disconcerting, stylistically, as 
those phrases are, they are not ne cessar-
ily offensive. All too many of McKern ' s 
clever phrases and epithets~ 
offensive, however. Some of the most. 
outrageous examples are: -- "Hard-core 
feminists foam at the mouth when con-
fronted with this unspoken pact betwe e n 
the Southern sexes," "Now if you're s ome 
peckerhead Yankee," and "Southern wome n 
view women's lib with all the enthus i a s m 
usually reserved for hookworm or rabid 
bats." And, occasionally, McKern is 
just plain silly. The statement, "Flo ri -
da's Ma Barker proved that the famil y 
that slays together stays together," is 
supposed to give evidence of the "achie ve· 
ments in every field made by Southern 
women." 

This book does not "celebrate" Southern 
women; instead, it makes one wonder what 
johnny-come-lately, three-martini-lunch, 
not-so-bright Viking Press editor rec-
ommended it for publication. 

Martha Lawry 
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McCrindle, Jean and Sheila Row-
botham, Eds. 
Dutiful Daughters: Women Talk 
About Their Lives. 
London, Allen Lane, 1977. 

Dutiful Daughters is, as the subtitle im-
plies, a collection of the stories of a 
group of women talking about their lives. 
The group is not supposed to be typical 
or representative, but just individual 
women who were friends, or friends of 
friends, of the editors. Since one of 
the editors had a strong Scottish con-
nection, a large number of the women 
interviewed are Scottish. Most of the 
women are from working-class or lower 
middle-class backgrounds, and they range 
in age from the middle thirties to sev-
enty. The collection and presentation 
of individual personal stories is not an 
attempt to illuminate and provide a co-
herent and complete account of a period 
of time, but rather an attempt to illum-
inate and provide perhaps heretofore 
overlooked details from the past. 
McCrindle and Rowbotham had no structured 
interview or questionnaire, but instead 
e ncouraged the women to talk about the 
aspects of their lives which they felt 
were important. In many cases the 
omissions were as revealing as what they 
said. 

All the women had been married and had 
children; a large portion of their ac-
counts therefore was centered around 
courtship, marriage, child bearing and 
raising. Some mentioned their difficul-
ties with birth control -- getting infor-
mation, obtaining contraceptives and 
gaining acceptance of the idea by their 
husbands. As most of their experiences 
took place at a time when abortion was 
illegal, abortion was not considered. 
However, the oldest woman in the group 
did have an illegal abortion even though 
her husband refused to discuss it with 
her or give her any help. The child 
raising years were generally viewed in 
terms of sleepless nights and endless 
nappies. Many of the women also discus-
sed housing -- the problems of obtaining 
it and how it affected their lives. The 
post-war housing crunch forced at least 

two of the women and their familie s to 
live with others and develop relation-
ships not of their own choosing. Educa-
tion was not a major event in most of 
these women's lives although several of 
them recognized that a better educatio n 
might have enabled them to get better 
jobs. The politics of some of the social 
ist women affected their work lives; 
they devoted time to seeking higher wages 
and/or participating in union work and at 
times were even denied jobs. Although 
several worked after marriage, the un-
spoken consensus was that it's the man' s 
lot to work and bring home the pay check, 
and the woman's to stay home with the 
family. 

The editors in their introduction are 
very enthusiastic about the interviews 
and the knowledge to be gained from them. 
Unfortunately, when lumped together these 
stories tend to be somewhat dull, perhaps 
reflective of the fact that many of the 
women had distressingly similar and de-
pressing lives. In addition, and in all 
fairness, part of the problem may be that 
the editors had the advantage of actually 
talking to these women, whereas the read-
er is stuck with a somewhat flat, edited 
version. Nevertheless, since society has 
given little attention to the experiences 
of women, this book serves women's his-
tory by giving a voice to working class 
women. 

McCrindle and Rowbotham also suggest a 
similar compilation of the experiences of 
the men who lived at the same time and 
came from the same socio-economic back-
ground. It is most likely that these men 
would convey equally unhappy and depres-
sing feelings about their lives. Such a 
book, however, would be a useful compan-
ion to Dutiful Daughters and would pro-
vide a clearer picture of the life of the 
British working-class of which both men 
and women are a part. 

Ann E. Smith 
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Alther, Lisa. 
Kinflicks. 
New York, Knop f, 1976 

This novel was fir s t published in 1975 
and reprinted in paperback in 1976 when 
it became a "best seller"; it remains 
one of the better works of rece nt fic-
tion by women on the psychic complexities 
of the mother-daughter relationship. 
Ginny Babcock, daughter of a displaced 
New England industrialist and a Southern 
Gentlewoman, has come home to Hullsport, 
Tennessee to watch her mother die of a 
painful and mysterious blood disease . 
The occasion of her mother's death pre-
dictably, but powerfully, provides Ginny 
with an opportunity for serious self-
evaluation and, tentatively, a new birth 
-- or at least an acceptance of her own 

adulthood. 

The actual present time of the novel en-
compasses one month in Ginny 's life, 
during which she visits her mother in the 
hospital, tries (unsuccessfully ) to save 
the lives of three abandoned baby birds, 
and reviews the episodes of her previous 
life, beginning with the "kinflicks" --
s naps hots of herself and her family at 
va rious stages of their development. The 
flashbacks are related in the first p e r-
son and the present scenes in the thi r d 
person, suggesting one of the maj o r 
t hemes of the novel: her split identity , 
a lac k of cohe rence and continuity be-
tween life lived and life understood . 

Ginny ' s "life" is made up of almost 
s t e reotypical stages: obse ssional and 
awkwardly uninformed high school sex , 
first with the hero of the football team 
a nd then with the local hood; an intel-
lectual awakening at college under the 
tutelage of a woman professor who has 
i solated herself in pursuit of philosop h-
ical truth and who is first too easily 
ido lized and then too easily rejected by 
Ginny; sexual self-discovery in ales-
bian relationship and a year in a woman's 
commune in Vermont; and t hen marriage 
and motherhood and finally adultery with 
a s chizophrenic my stical army deserter 

named Hawk. None of her role mo del s 
sticks to her very well, and whe n her 
nice but pathetically dull husba nd (who 
is named Ira Bliss and who s ell s s now-
mobiles and life insurance) ki c k s h er 
out, Ginny finds herself, at the no vel's 
ope ning, huddled b y the emerge n cy exit o n 
an airplane headed home. Emergency 
exits, she thinks to herself, more or 
less sum up the story of her life. 

While Ginny's life is the centra l focu s 
of this novel, the nove l's uniqueness 
among recent fictional treatments of the 
mother-daughter theme lies in the f act 
that the drama of the mother's dea th i s 
seen not only from the neglecte d d augh-
ter's point of view. Ginny's ambivalence 
and the deep need she feels but cannot 
articulate for some wisdom and a dvice 
from her dying mother are portra y ed very 
well. But Mrs . Babcock's drama wi th her-
self and with her own needs and terrors 
is even more compelling . She i s b y far 
the more heroic of the two and gen erally 
the more convincing. She has e nti re l y 
devoted her life to being a wife and 
mo ther; h e r husband is now d ead , and her 
children have refused to grow up t o be -
come the "superior beings" she intended 
them to be. She has to draw on all of 
her resources to avoid the lurking con-
viction that her life has been utterly 
meaningless. Alther's use of the third 
person in these scenes allows her t o 
shift the point of view back and f orth 
between mother and daughter so that the 
silences between them, and the full bur-
den of the unexpressed are more important 
than the little they can say to each 
other. And Alther does not destroy the 
novel by giving us an idealized re concil-
iation scene between them; they are com-
pelled to a realistic separation i n order 
to keep their individual identities i n-
tact. 

The subject matter of this nove l i s ob-
viously a highly serious matter, but, 
remarkably enough, this is one o f the 
funniest books I have read in years . 
Ginny's half-hearted cynicism and genuine 
self-mockery are brilliantly conce ived, 
and Alther's comic genius cannot b e over-
rated. Beneath the almost tragic scenes 



flows a current of hilarity and lightness 
of tone and attitude that is a ~enuine 
relief after scores of ponderous novels 
about the injured female self. 

Except in very rare cases, "first" novels 
are either tentative, cautious, and 
underdeveloped or overly-long, uncon-
trolled, and filled with every clever 
image, incident, or fictional device the 
author ever invented. This one's flaws 
are of the latter variety. It is a com-
pulsive novel; whole sections of the 
narrative are superfluous, suggesting an 
urgency of emotion but an undisciplined 
imagination. But despite its structural 
weaknesses, it is above all a very 
honest novel. 
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Lynn, David B. 
Daughters and Parents: Past, 
Present, and Future. 
Monterey, Calif., Brooks/Cole, 
1979. 

Intended as a "supplemental text for wom-
en's s tudies," this study is "directed 
toward redressing the neglect" of girls' 
history and development by examining 
daughter/parent relationships. Written 
to e ncourage children's progress toward 
androgyny, it explores daughters' re-
lationships from infancy through adoles-
cence with both parents and with each 
parent separately, together with the sig-
nificance of the mother/father relation-
ship on the daughter's growth, and paren-
tal influence on daughters' creativity. 
Also investigated are the effects on 
daughters who change from a nuclear fam-
ily to a single parent household. 

Lynn has tried to offset the fact that 
most available research has been conduct-
ed with white middle-class American fam-
ilies b y discussing both Black and Chi-
cana daughters and families in modern 
China, Cuba, and Sweden. A brief histor-
ical background tracing the roots of the 
treatment of daughters in western society 

is provided, as well as contrasting find -
ings of research on sons . Daughters a nd 
Parents is a general treatment (suitable 
for high school or introductory under-
graduate classes) of a subject that needs 
much more research. 
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Feinstein, Karen Wolk. 
Working Women and Families . 
Beverly Hills, Calif., Sage 
Publications, 1979. 

Feinstein states in the Preface that the 
book's "approach is pragmatic and arti-
cles are selected on the basis of their 
ability to contribute to constructive 
social change." These twelve short es -
says focus on problems common to wome n's 
employment: occupational values, racial 
differences, poverty caused by wome n' s. 
lower incomes and by the increasing num-
bers of female heads of households, hus-
bands' household roles in the working 
wife family, day care services and the 
obstacles facing the development of a 
national program, non-traditional work 
schedules, women's employment in the 
federal government, retirement income s 
and benefits. Each essay contains nume r-
ous statistical references; many also 
include charts or questionnaire results. 
A bibliography concludes each essay. 

Although the writing styles are dry, 
these essays present valuable information 
concerning past and present factors in-
fluencing women's employment and offer 
suggestions for future directions. 

The authors include professors, admini-
strators of federal and private agencies, 
and the editor of a scholarly journal. 
Although Working Women and Families is 
not indexed, short biographies at the end 
of the volume provide profiles of each 
author's credentials. 

Penny Pearson 
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The Family of Woman. 
New York, Grosset & Dunlap, 
1979. 

There is no savor 
more sweet, more salt 

Than to be glad to be 
what, a woman . 

and who, myself 
I am. 

Denise Levertov 

Designed to celebrate both the variety 
and universality of women's lives from 
childhood to old age, this international 
collection of photographs seeks to "illu-
mine the change s that are occurring with-
in the great calm center of what contin-
ues unchanged." While the emphasis cen-
ters on the widely shared experiences of 
work, religion, marriage, motherhood, 
homemaking, aging, and loss, the diver-
sity of themes, each introduced by a 
quotation, ranges from sexual exploita-
tion and abuse to political protests and 
activism. Woman's position in society 
and her relationship with family, 
friends, and lovers are examined by 
women and men photographers from every 
continent. Over fifty countries are rep-
resented although the United States pre-
dominates. 

The depiction of women from many cultures 
s upporting and encouraging one another, 
in the section entitled "Woman is woman's 
natural ally," is especially moving. An-
other positive presentation is that of 
active elderly women -- for example, in 
one of my favorite photos, a dowager in 
hat and g loves clutches a large purse 
while posing proudly on a camel in the 
Egyptian desert. 

Humor, pathos, jubilation, grief, anger, 
resignation, love -- all are a part of 
The Fa2:lily of Woman, a collection in the 
same series as The Family of Children and 
The Family of Man. While one wishes that 
the editor might have been a woman and 
that more photographs of women's self-
sufficiency had been included, this vol-

lune heightens the awareness of women's 
global bonds. 

Virgin ia Reynolds 

The Women's Studies Library is now re -
ceiving bibliographies from the Urban In-
stitute 's Program of Research on Women 
and Family Policy. Since its formation 
in 1975, the Program has published books, 
papers and reprints and made unpubli s hed 
working papers available to the research 
community. The current unpublished pa-
pers include "Child Support Payments in 
the United Stat es ," "Out of Wedlock Preg-
nancy and Childbearing," and six aspects 
of "The Consequences of Age at First 
Childbirth " : Educational Attainment; 
Family Size; Marriage, Separation, and 
Divorce; Labor Force Participation and 
Earnings; Female-Headed Families and 
Welfare Dependency; and Casual Models. 
The published working papers are cate~or-
ized under the headings of Family Is-
sues - Needs and Resources; Family -r:s-
sues - Fertility and Family Formation; 
Women in the Labor Force; and Institu-
tional Responses - Social Security. Cop-
ies of the research bibliographies may be 
obtained from the Urban Institute, 2100 
M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 

Thanks to a recent suggestion by Laurel 
Walum Richardson, Women's Studies Review 
is now listing the complete name of the 
contributor following each review. The 
Review will continue to print the list 
of contributors, together with their 
affiliation, at the end of each issue. 
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