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FORMERLY WOMEN ARE HUMAN

Glennon, Lynda M.
Women And Dualism: A Sociology
of Knowledge Analysis.
New York, Longman, 1979.

Women and Dualism grew out of Lynda
Glennon's own involveme~t in the Women's
Liberation Movement and her training as a
sociologist.
It is an analysis of contemporary feminism in America from the
perspective of the sociology of knowledge,
~-~·, the study of how knowledge, and the
reality it allows us to experience, are
socially constructed. The book is pertinent to both women's studies and sociology.
I welcome a well-written analysis
useful in upper level seminars, which
takes women and feminism seriously.
In
order to make the book accessible to both
fields, Glennon has included a short
appendix summarizing the theories of
modernization of Marx, Weber, Toennies,
Berger, and Habermas. For the sociology
novice, reviewing the appendix first will
make the theoretical framework much more
understandable. For the newcomer to feminism, this book presents an analysis
which helps clarify the Women's Liberation Movement.
Glennon sees feminism as a response to
modern technocratic society, which also
produces dualism and sexism -- thus the
system is the enemy rather than men. She
describes feminism as
... potentially the most radical social
movement today because, in challenging
the dualism of private-expressive and
public-instrumental selves and worlds,
it reaches to the roots of the crises
of modern society.
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Modern technocratic society has led to
dualism and separation of the public
sphere (instrumentalism, work, rationality, efficiency) and the private sphere
(expressivism, home, emotionality, nurturance, the personal). Women have been
ideologically limited to the latter and
seen as deviant if they strayed, at the
same time as they have increasingly been
drawn into the labor market.
They have
experienced marginality by being torn between these two spheres -- especially
educated women with career expectations.
This dualism violates our wholeness and
robs each person of half her humanity.
Feminism challenges these divided selves
and social worlds.
Glennon uses feminist materials to construct four Weberian ideal types of feminism:
Instrumentalism, Expressivism,
Synthesism, and Polarism. They reflect
the diversity of feminism and each implies a radically different view of the
causes of women's oppression and the
solutions, as well as utopian views of
the future.
These types are "ideal" in
the sense that they are ideas or constructs, and are not to be found in pure
form in reality;
individuals and groups
tend to be mixtures of the four and to
vary from time to time. A chapter is
dedicated to the development of each type,
but their essential features include:
Instrumentalism:
seeks co-participation with males in an existing set of
social arrangements; accepts middleclass values and ca~italism;
legitimates modern technocratic society, but
wants women to be equally included;
emphasis on self interest, ego fulfillment, performance, achievement, meritocracy.

Expressivism:
stresses communalism,
expressing emotions, personal relationships as ends in themselves, womeni~entified-women; develops creative,
iconoclastic writing styles, art, and
alternative social structures; radical repudiation of middle class lifestyles, elitism and male hierarchical
structures.
Synthesism: transforms the dualistic
world into a dialectical one; gets
things done and makes people feel good
at the same time; does not distinguish public-me from private-me;
often uses androgyny as ideal; sees
body-mind, feeling-intellect as
dialectically fused; disallows all
dualisms, hierarchies;
seeks full and
complete participation of all people.
Polarism: accepts duality, but sees
females as superior;
stresses matriarchy, female mysticism, spirituality;
institutional structures are changed
to reinforce female expressivity, feminist culture, separatism.

structured organizations (~·.9_·, NOW,
NWPC, NWSA) so popular with American
middle class Instrumentalist feminists
are either non-existent or viewed with
great scepticism by those societies.
Commercial middle class magazines such as
Ms. are replaced with more radical feminist publications such as Spare Rib or
WIRES in England and Courage or Emma in
West Germany. These European magazine s
are supported and largely financed by
feminists, rather than by slick Madison
Avenue ads; most are published by collectives. Glennon's content ana,lysi s of
feminist writing, especially RAT (an
early underground paper taken over by feminists) is limited almost entirely to the
very early 1970's and to the U.S., whereas her sociological sources come up to
1978.

Glennon claims that most women who identify with the Women's Liberation Movement
are college-educated, white, urban,
upper-middle class.
She does not substantiate this, and indeed, it is difficult if not impossible to do so. She
explains this by saying that these women
experience greater marginality and thus
are more open to feminism.
She also
cla ims that the most influential feminist
mode is Instrumentalism, and that it is
frequently taken to represent the entire.
movement.

There is a built-in bias toward recognizing Instrumentalism and middle class involvement. This approach entails the
least change to the status quo -- i·~·,
affirmative action and inclusion of women
in the existing system.
(I do not mean
to imply here that this is easy, or that
it is not met with tremendous resistance.)
Instrumentalists seek and get most media
coverage, most publications in traditiona]
journals and publishing houses, most representation in libraries, most male
allies. The analysis overlooks the implicit racism and classism built into
such structures (~·.9_·, holding national
conferences in Hilton Hotels, using
Robert's Rules of Order).
Perhaps this
explains more than does the assumption
that middle class women experience greater marginality.
The very structures of
Instrumentalism insure more "influence"
in the sense of higher visibility and
access to existing institutions; however, they also carry with them values
and structures rejected by feminists of
the Expressivist, Synthesist and Polarist
types.

There are several problems with these
assumptions. An international perspective on feminism would reveal that socialist ~eminism is a stronger part of
the Women's Liberation Movement within
other modern technocratic societies than
it is here in America, and that the

Had Glennon included more analysis of the
ongoing development of a feminist culture -- poetry, art, music, literature,
feminist health care, collective organization -- created mainly by the other
three factions, and of feminism in Europe,
she might not have credited the Instru-

The four types are divergent and this has
led to splits within the women's movement
over goals and tactics. However, all
agree that society and individuals can be
changed and that we can take control over
our own lives. All see women as oppressed, see us as sisters, and all would radically change modern society.
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appalled by some authors' limited critical perspective.

mentalists with so much influence.
Recently I attended the fourth Michigan
Womyn's Mu.s ic Festival, along with 7,000
other women.
It was structured and run
on collective principles; every woman
was expected to contribute services.
I
worked in "The Womb" -- the health care
tent, where "bodywork," herb teas, and
e motional support were available alongsid
"traditional" medicine. The festival was
a blend of Expressivism, Synthesism, and
Polarism.
It was inexpensive, featured
feminist music, and was publicized and
run with no visible coverage by national
media.
It was a radical feminist, alternative space.

Anyone interested in doing research on
any of the "psychopathologies," however,
would do well to consult this book early
in a review of the literature since the
articles are well-written, informative,
and provide extensive bibliographies.
The best of them compare theoretical and
methodological orientations, review the
competing literatures, provide an historical background of the issue, and employ
a critical perspective informed by feminist scholarship.
The worst of them
focus narrowly on one topic or perspective, ignore competing theories and
issues, and lack a critical feminist perspective. However, even those latter
articles will prove useful -- if in a
more limited way -- to researchers for
bibliography and "fodder."

All the types of feminism are important
and necessary -- but how can we measure
which is more "influential" to our lives
in the long run?

The book is divided into five sections:
Perspectives (animal behavior, epidemiology), Life-Cycle Crises (adolescence,
divorce, aging), Problem Behaviors
(crime, drug addiction, obesity, homosexuality, rape (rapist), suicide ),
Functional Disorders (schizophrenia,
hysteria, depression, psychophysiological
illness), and Psychotherapy Issues.
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Gomberg, Edith S. and Violet
Franks, Eds.
Gender and Disordered Behavior:
Sex Differences in Psychopathology.
New York, Brunner/Mazel, 1979.

Despite the excellence of some of th e se
chapters, I must express my strong disagreement with the title of this book,
and therefore, with its latent model of
what constitutes psychopathology.
For
example, why are life-cycle crises even
included in a book about "disordered behavior"? Does it make sense either pragmatically or theoretically to view life
passages as "psychopathological"? By
including these topic areas, are the
authors latently assuming that neverchanging, remaining-always-and-foreverthe-same throughout one's life is
"healthy"? Similarly, I find myself
astounded that editors enlightened enough
to conceive of this collection would include homosexuality under the conceptual
heading, Problem Behaviors. Why is it
included in a section with crime, obesity, suicide, drug addiction, and rape
(rapists)? Why is it even in a book
about psychopathology?

Gomberg and Franks, aware of the increasing interest in and knowledge about gend er, set themselves a major task -- the
p roduction of a book on gender and diso rdered behavior for the benefit of clin ic ians and researchers.
To accomplish
their goal, they asked experts from diffe r e nt fields -- sociology, clinical
psychology, psychiatry, experimental
p sychology, and social work -- to provide
c hapters summarizing the "current state
o f knowledge" on sex-differences in a
particular "psychopathology." Given the
d isciplinary diversity, as well as methodological, theoretical,and feminist consc iousness differences among the contributors, the result is exceptionally heterogeneous and uneven in breadth, depth,
and soph~stication.
Consequently, clinicians may be interested in chapters
which are of little value to researchers,
and vice-versa, while some readers may be
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Fortunately, I am not willing to judge a
book by its title, as unfortunate and
misleading as this title is, and I would
hope that a future e dition would be entitled simply, " I ssues in Gender and Behavior."

"Women on Women" at York University was
without question an important event for
women. Women's Studies students would
find more of value, however, in the
scholarly and/or creative works of these
women than in this slim volume of lectures.

LWR
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Atwood, Margaret, et al.;
Ann B. Shteir, Ed.
Women on Women.
Toronto, York University, 1978.
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This collection of four lectures, together with an introductory essay by Ann
Shteir, comprised the 1975-76 Gerstein
Lecture Series at York University in
Toronto. Shteir begins her introduction
with the statement:
"The lectures in
this book stand witness to the enormous
vitality to be found in this most current wave of a struggle, now many hund reds of years old, for the emancipation
of women from social, legal, artistic,
and psychological constraints."

Phillips, Ann, Ed.
A Newnham Anthology.
Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press, 1979.

Newnham College, Cambridge, England celebrated its centenary in 1971. When plans
were underway for the corrunemorative side
of its celebration, it was decided to put
together an anthology of "reminiscences
of former students of Newnham" even
though it was realized that the material
could not be collected, edited, and published in time for the 1971 celebration.
I'm certain that Newnham alumnae are
delighted with the decision to go ahead,
no matter how late. American readers
also can find much in the anthology to
charm and delight. The lack of intimate
knowledge of the details of Cambridge
life only serves to underscore the similarities in college life in England and
America;
the greatest differences tend
to be not national, but generational.

The fact that the theme of such a lecture
s eries could be "Women on Women" strikes
me a s the major achievement. The essays
themselves, written by four notable
women -- Margaret Atwood, poet, novelist
and critic; Laura Sabia, Chair of the
Ontario Council on the Status of Women
from 1973-1976;
Linda Nochlin, Professor
o f Art History at Vassar College; and,
Patri c ia Graham, Dean of the Radcliffe
I nstitute -- say nothing new. Atwood
·,1ri tes of the difficulty of drawing real
women characters because we expect heroi nes to be without "pimples or flaws;"
Laura Sabin reviews the reasons why
women's anger today should be directed
against our patriarchal society; Linda
Nochlin examines art that can be called
"feminine," as well as that which "relates strongly to the artist's identity
as a woman;" Patricia Graham gives an
overview of the position of women in
higher education.

The anthology 's major charm lies in its
happy blend of reminiscences which give
the sense of a band of women who, in the
aggregate, were (and are) intelligent,
fun loving, plucky, determined, articulate, sometimes silly, but always interesting young women.
In 1871, Newnham
students were officially more non-students than students. They were not degree candidates and were not admitted to
Tripos examinations. However, in 1881,
Newnham and Girton students were admitted
formally to Tripos examinations and those
who were successful in the examinations
received certificates to that effect.
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The new status, when passed by the University Senate, was designated(in all
seriousness) one of "the Three Graces."
A student from that time wrote:
"After
that, Newnham and Girton had a distinct
status in the University; they were
officially acknowledged, their students
no longer received instruction and took
examinations by the kindness of certain
professors ... , but took their places with
the men, and when the results of the examinations were posted up on the Senate
House door, the women's names were bracketed with the names of those men they had
equalled." However, a 1904 Newnham student wrote " ... at that time women were
not recognized as members of the University and were only there on sufferance.
We attended a lecture if the lecturer
agreed that we should." In the early
1900s, women students "attended University lectures, segregated to the first
row or two of the lecture theatre, and
were usually accompanied by a chaperon."
In 1910, women were first admitted to
work as undergraduates in the chemistry
labs and, not many years later, were permitted to have either a woman or a man
for a lab partner. However, in 1921,
hopes for the women's colleges to become
an official part of the University were
dashed. A student of that period contributed a graphic account of what happened:
In the summer of 1921 the question
again arose as to whether women were
to continue to be awarded titular degrees, which they received through
the post, or should be allowed to receive them from the Vice-Chancellor,
in the Senate House, as did male
graduands. The question, being of
interest to all members of the Universi ty, was to be open to non-resident
voters.
This spread a very wide net,
since anyone who could call himself
an M.A. of Cambridge was included.
Bearing in mind that any male student
who acquired a B.A. degree automatically assumed the dignity of M.A. by
the simple process of allowing five
years to elapse and paying the requisite fee, it is easy to picture the
number of gentlemen of all ages who
took this opportunity of visiting

their old colleges and exercising
their right to vote on this burning
question. The impression that remains
with me ... is that they came in their
hundreds, from all corners of the
United Kingdom:
those aided by sticks
and crutches being animated by a
passion of anti-feminism in proportion
to their years.
The women were defeated and "had to wait
another twenty-six years before the
Senate decreed in 1947 that they be given
in person the degrees they had earned."
Around those facts concerning the women
students' steady, albeit slow, march
toward full status in the University,~
Newnham Anthology positions more than a
hundred letters, essays, and anecdotes
of the life of Newnhamites from 1871 to
1971. Each reader will doubtless remember special incidents and personalities.
I was particularly impressed by the q uality of principals, tutors, and visitors
whom Newnham students were privileged to
know. Jane Harrison, the classicist,
stands out both for her knowledge and
arresting character. She is mentioned
again and again by former Newnhamites:
"Jane Harrison with her originality and
her penetration into the world of Ancient
Greece brought glamour into scholarship"
(1906);
"A most dramatic figure.
In
one's first term to be introduced -after dinner -- to lectures on Orphic
elements in Greek religion was quite an
experience .... Often a visible effect
would be produced when a glittering
shawl, worn by Miss Harrison round her
shoulders and shrugged off at an exciting
moment of recital, would fall in shimmering folds about her feet."
(1911);
"It
was an experience to go to the Literary
Society, presided over by Jane Harrison,
sunk in a large and rather dilapidated
armchair and breathing fire" (1919). She
is referred to repeatedly, always with
affection and with awe.
There is much to look back to and re-read
with a smile -- the rule by a principal,
B.A. Clough, that "the brother of one i s
not the brother of all," -- which referred to the rule that "the only male who
could be entertained without a chaperon
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in one's room was a brother" (1914);
the
fun of the Debating Society, which debated such subjects as "Personal Charm
is better than Moral Worth" and "The
White Queen was a nobler type of woman
than the Red;" late night cocoa parties;
learning to row on the Cam;
studying for
those "hateful Tripos Exams," when the
students preparing for the exams were
called "Trippers" and were given special
privileges, teas, and encouragement; and
the excitement, in 1929, of Virginia
Woolf coming to dine and to read a paper -- "Mrs. Woolf was really very well
disposed to us as a group of intellectual
young women; but we found her formidable
It was disquieting to learn later ..
that Mrs. Woolf had brought out a book
(A Room of One's Own) describing her
Newnham dinner. Her purpose was, of
course , to evoke pity for the poverty of
the women's colleges: but at the time
it made us, her hosts, decidedly uncomfortable."

recommendations for changes in or additions to Federal laws, regulations,
policies, or programs to achieve educational equity for those "neglected women," to develop recommendations to help
local agencies serve these groups, and
to identify those issues which may require further attention.
The report's summary states that "of the
three groups, displaced homemakers have
the most urgent educational needs," there
is a growing number of single mothers
whose educational needs are not met by
existing programs, while all of these
women are hampered by stereotypes, and
most need both retraining and financial
aid.
Neglected Women continues with a
list of seven recommendations for new
legislation and six for existing legislation and programs, together with highlights of the testimony, profiles of the
three groups and their educational needs,
and the following seven appendices: -Case Histories as told by the three
groups, Hearing Agendas, List of Participants and Contributors, Funding Resources, and a Selected Bibliography.

Even if women were admitted to Cambridge
only on sufferance, they learned, enjoyed, would not be put down, and were
finally recognized as rightful members
of the University. A Newnham Anthology
is an excellent souvenir;
it should provide a happy choice for relaxed reading
on both sides of the Atlantic.

In a brief 63 pages, Eliason and the
Council have provided a very useful report and analysis.
The profiles and
case histories help give Neglected Women
humanity and drama, while the lists of
funding resources and the bibliography
should serve to direct concerned persons
to sources of help and information.
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Eliason, Carol.
Neglected Women.
Washington, National Advisory
Council on Women's Educational
Programs, 1978.

Neglected Women is a report of the investigation by the National Advisory
Council on Women's Educational Programs
of the educational needs of displaced
homemakers, single mothers, and older
women. With the help of the Center for
Women's Opportunities of the American
Association of the Community and Junior
Colleges, hearings were held in 1977 and
this report was then prepared. The re. port was designed primarily to develop
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The following works, reviewed by Women's
Studies Librarian Martha Lawry, are in
Women's Studies Reference (non-circulating).
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following criteria: -1. Have women as a stated, major
focus.
2. Be concerned with educational
equity for women.
3. Have a national or regional orientation.
The directory's first section lists national and regional educational organizations under three categories -- Career
or Self Development, Information, and
Implementation. Section two, a guide to
general types of organizations, groups
and services, is sub-divided as follows:
Commissions on the Status of Women,
National Organization for Women, Professional Associations, Sex Desegregation
Assistance Centers, State Departments of
Education, University Programs , Women's
Centers, Women's Educational Equity Act
Projects, and YWCA's.
Section three
lists some of the resources that are
available in each state. Many of the
listings in the directory include brief
descriptions in addition to the routine
name, address, and phone number.
The
directory is indexed and readers are
urged to inform WEECN of additional resources.

United States. Office of Education.
Selected List of Postsecondary
Education Opportunities for
Minorities and Women.
Washington, U.S. Dept. of
Health, Education, and Welfare,
1979.

The 1979 edition of this HEW brochure
p r o vides specific information on "loans,
s cho larships, and fellowship opportunit ie s " for minorities and women.
It follows the general format of the 1978 edit i o n -- Sources of General Information,
Op po rtunities in Selected Fields of
Study , Opportunities Exclusively for Wome n, Other Selected Opportunities, and
Student's Guide to Federal Financial Aid
Programs.
In addition, the 1979 edition
a dds sections on General Educational
Opportunities for -American Indians a nd
Edu c ational Opportunities with the U.S.
Military.
It also adds International
St u dy to its section on Opportunities in
Se l e cte d Fields of Study. The brochure
li s t s mo re fields and opportunities than
d i d the 1 9 78 edition, but is not intended
to b e all inclusive.
Rather, readers are
a dvised to view it as a "selected list of
a n umber of opportunities which are
a v ai lable to tho s e minorities and women
who wish to ... pursue educational and
career goals."
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Parker, Franklin and Betty
June Parker.
Women's Education, A World
View.
Westport, Conn., Greenwood
Press, 1979.

Women's Education, A World View is an
annotated bibliography of "all locatable
U.S. and Canadian doctoral dissertations
in English that concern the education of
girls and women at all ages and school
levels in public and private institutions
worldwide." It consists of an Abbreviations of Sources, 415 pages of bibliography, and a Subject Index. The listings
include full bibliographic data and the
annotations "attempt to describe the
problem, research technique, subjects
used in the study, and especially the
findings and implications."

Pingree, Suzanne.
Guide to Organizations Working
for Women's Educational Equity:
Initial Directory.
San Francisco, Women's Educational Equity Communications
Network, 1978.

The organizations listed in this WEECN
dir e ctory were required to meet the
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through compulsory motherhood ( and nonmotherhood), persecution of racial and
ethnic minorities and Lesbians, incarceration, sexual objectification, battering and rape.
Testimony to this effect
was presented for four days, along with
.proposals and resolutions for change.

Russell, Diana E.H. and Nicole
Van de Ven.
International Tribunal on
Crimes Against Women.
Millbrae, Cal., Les Femmes,
1976.

Two years ago I decided to explore the
fascination which many men feel toward
Jack the Ripper, which elevates that
murderer to the status of folk hero.
All of the local library's books on the
Ripper had been ripped off (you see?).
Instead I began to read of mass murders the 'reign' of the Boston Strangler, the
Memphis murders, the "Michigan Murders,"
the Tucson murders.
I even read one
which I didn't realize was a novel until
I was almost finished reading.
I subjected myself to this grim task in order
to discover what made men commit these
atrocities.

One particularly gruesome practice which
emerges from the testimony (discussed
also by Andrea Dworkin in Woman Hating
and recently by Mary Daly in Gyn/Ecology)
is genital mutilation of girls by excision, clitoridectomy, and infibulation.
This is the fate of millions in at least
30 countries in Africa and Asia.
Some
or all of the external genitals are cut
off with a razor, knife, or glass shard.
.I cannot hear of this atrocity without
shrinking into a defensive, lap-centered
posture - the very gesture I find so ri··
diculous in males hearing the word "castration" (because, of course, no one is
actually performing castration or penisectomy on men).
Mary Daly has pointed
out the flimsiness of the "cultural
custom" argument against interfering with
this cruel and catastrophic practice, but
it is difficult to organize around an
issue everyone would prefer not to think
about.

The name for what I was reading about is
femicide, and I understood the motive all
too well.
"Man's inhumanity to man" is
in fact documented more accurately as
males' inhumanity to women - but perhaps
we should find another term for "inhumanity," which suggests a standard not
honored in reality by the half of the
world's population which trivializes or
defends the violence of some of its members.

In this year of manifest backlash, we
could do well to look back on the proceedings of ITCAW.
The testimony is
arranged by topic and identified by
country, and Russell and Van de Ven have
included information about the formation,
politics, and process of the Tribunal
itself.
The editors have performed their
difficult task with integrity and created
an accessible record of this historic
event.

The International Tribunal on Crimes
Against Women occurred in Brussels in
March, 1976. Women from more than 40
coun tries met to name and document misogynist violence and coercion in their
countries, forming a worldwide pattern.
Part of that pattern is femicide.
Carol
Or lock pointed out that many homicides
are in fact femicides, as my obsessive
reading reflected: women are the victimes of choice for terrorist - murderers.
There are thousands of Boston
Strangler-type cases for every Dean
Corll-type case.

Although the cruelties named at the Tribunal still routinely occur, an international feminist network arose from the
event, as well as American organizations
such as Women Against Violence Against
Women.
"Take Back the Night" marches are
now held in several countries, and women
in general are more nearly ready to deal
with anti-female violence, if not with
the stunning male loathing of women which
motivates it.
Let Crimes Against Women
be our landmark, first of a point in

A friend recently remarked that women are
an endan':Jered species. Women of ITCAW
documented this observation, frightening
in its redundancy. Worldwide, women are
being persecuted, oppressed, brutalized
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history when some of us recognized the
need to take back control, and second
of how hard we'll have to struggle.

and so forth.
The technique makes this
slim book all the more horrifying.
On
the one hand is the relationship between
the gruesome facts of the life of an intelligent, strong, confused, and finally
"murdered" young woman, ( for Rosie was
murdered by the system which could not
take care of her need; by the abortionist;
and by the diseases which entered
her frail system by illegal, unclean,
archaic tecnhiques.)
On the other hand
is the intimate knowledge of the commonplace;
information we do not need to
know, and which detracts from the reality
of Rosie's life and death.
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Frankfort, Ellen with Frances
Kissling.
Rosie: The Investigation of a
Wrongful Death.
The Dial Press, New York, 1979.

Rosaura Jimenez, a 27-year-old MexicanAmer ican woman was, according to this
book , the first woman to die of complications following an ill egal abortion after
Congress decided that Medicaid funds
co uld not be spent for such procedures.
(There may have been many others, many
who died before Rosaura; undoubtedly
the horror statistics about this particular issue are growing and being compi led by someone, somewhere.)

It is, of course, profoundly disturbing
to go through the steps Rosie took until
her death; one longs to rage and rant
at all the forces which conspired against
her. The difficulty with this book and
others like it is that human suffering is
trivialized by the trivia supplied by the
writer. One cannot fault Frankfort for
being caught up by the irony she found.
But one can fault her editors and advisors for allowing her to drag out the unimportant at the cost, one suspects, of
putting together the important material.

Rosaura (Rosie's) case was described in
at least two "official" medical journals,
the details in one differing from those
in the other. The information was known
by Frances Kissling, then executive directo r of the National Abortion Federation ; she passed it along to Ellen
Frankfort, feminist, philosophy student,
and writer.
Frankfort, horrified,
intrigued, curious -- whatever -- embarke d on a trip to Texas and Mexico to
discover the "truth" about Rosie's illegal abortion and quite horrifying death.
(A death "horrifying" in its pain and the
length of time Rosie suffered as well as
horri fying because it was so unnecessary
-- if the funds, support systems, community agencies had worked the way they
were supposed to. )

It appears that readers are in for a
series of books similar to this one because feminists are documenting individual lives lost to a harshly patriarchal
society. But it is analogous to watching
the Viet Nam war, and now the Cambodian
Thai refugee camps on daily television:
the impact is lost because the event becomes standard media fare.
That, as well as the actuality of Rosie's
death, is tragic;
supposed national concern for human rights is placed beside a
detergent commercial;
Rosie's death, by
this book, is somehow reduced to a "ho
hum, so the bureaucracy did it again"
response -- and presumably that is the
last thing the author wanted. But her
rage, expressing itself as it did, overtook her reportial good sense. Someone
along the line should have stopped Frankfort and re-directed her skills and energies so she wrote only to the point.

Frankfort details her journeys to Texas
in the most intimate detail possible;
she quite literally describes every inch
of scenery;
the architecture of every
building she enters in McAllen, Texas,
the town of Rosie's life and death.
Frankfort tells us what everyone has to
eat, to drink, what people wear and so on

MIM
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Millett, Kate.
The Basement: Meditations on
a Human Sacrifice.
New York, Simon and Schuster,
1979.
For fourteen years, Kate Millett has been
obsessed with the torture-murder of sixteen-year-old Sylvia Likens, a young woman found starved and mutilated in the
basement of the Indianapolis house where
her parents had boarded her with Gertrude
Baniszerski, mother of seven, in 1965.
One begins The Basement with the fear
that this obsession with the case, with
the particulars -- that a woman led the
"game" of torture, that the whole neighborhood heard Sylvia's screams yet did
nothing, that many of the neighborhood
children participated in the torture,
that the mutilation culminated in the
carving on Sylvia's abdomen the words,
"I am a prostitute and proud of it" -has overwhelmed Millett and will overwhelm her readers, leaving us with a
pointless horror. But this is not the
case.
Although ultimately Millett does
not settle the questions raised throughout -- why they did it, why she let
them -- she skillfully leads us through
her meditations.
Some questions simply
cannot be answered.
Millett's subtitle
is accurate and she never promises more
certainty than she gives.
She admits to
the obsession, but this is not simply a
self-indulgent book. One hopes that she
has exorcised the horror for herself, or
at least loosened its hold, but in any
case she has succeeded in raising the
l a rger issues -- woman-hatred in our
society, the relationship between sex
and violence, the "how could it happen"
of Nazi Germany -- without ever forgetting the agonies of one woman, Sylvia
Likens.

Millett's meditations are based on meticulous use of the trial transcripts, all
carefully footnoted.
Beyond this, she
has tried to think herself into the minds
of torturers and victim. With the hones-·
ty and directness so characteristic of
her writing, she admits that she can
never know Gertrude (although Sylvia, in

fact, seems less convincing, more shadowy), yet the interior monologues Millett
gives us do help to make real some of the
conditions that brought about the horror
Millett sees as always potential. With
these imagined thoughts and Millett's
speculations she goes beyond Truman
Capote-ish reportage. And that is why
we cannot forget that this is not just a
book about a torture-murder, but a book
about the torture-murder of one woman by
another, written by a feminist theorist
and spokeswoman.
Millett begins by setting the case square·
ly in the tradition of woman-hating:
"She was the terror at the back of the
cave, she was what 'happens' to girls.
Or can. Or might. Or has from time to
time, and you carry that in your mind if
you are sixteen or ever have been or female and the danger is around you ....
We all have a story like this, and I had
found mine" (p. 14) . She cannot get away
from the fact that it was a woman who led
this outrage, and delves into every aspect of this: Gertrude's own status as
a battered woman and deserted wife, living in poverty, isolated and without any
adult friends or even contacts; the battering hierarchy of man-woman-child;
Gertrude's hatred and fear of a pretty
young body and the sexuality it represented;
the religious justification
associated with mortification of the
flesh;
the thin line between acceptable
"correction" or "discipline" of children
and torture. And yet, for Millett, the
final irony is that Gertrude concocts an
alibi that will blame the torture, mutilation, and death on men. Afraid that
Sylvia will die, Gertrude forces her to
write a note to her parents explaining
that she went off with a gang of boys who
"got what they wanted" from her and then
beat her up and carved the words on her
stomach. Millett writes:
"There is a
certain logic, credibility;
such groups
have committed countless atrocities
against women, they are patriarchal sentiment at its most virulent, violent,
callous.
Rape, pillage, burn. The army
rout, the motorcycle gang.
But
Gertrude's certainty of them is still
breathtaking, her assurance that this

crime, her own, after all, is a male
crime , will be accepted as such. Done in
the spirit of those to whom she attributes
it.
Millett sets this crime in the context of
violence against women, writing, for example, of clitoridectomy as a crime perpetrated in tribal custom by women
according to the code established by men.
But the crime of The Basement is not the
best example of violence against women,
because it is so bizarre, because a woman
was responsible, and because it is not
especially representative of systematic
violence. But of course Millett did not
choose this case;
it chose her. She
draws out all the implications for womanhatred, but also dwells on the nature of
human violence in general. Again, there
are no answers. She acknowledges that
Gertrude goes beyond the violence of anger, that we can only begin to comprehend
her by labelling her a madwoman;
that
her leadership made possible for the
children acts that they could never have
initiated, that they simply "followed
b rders" made legitimate by Gertrude's
adult status. Millett meditates on the
"banality of evil;" she reminds us that
the guards in the extermination camps had
eveni ngs of chamber music. Once again,
there is no real comprehension here, but
we understand that perhaps there cannot
be.
And so The Basement leaves one not much
more certain about how such things can
happe n, but the journey through Millett's
meditations gives us ways to think about
the unthinkable.
LJR
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Holder, Maryse.
Give Sorrow Words: Maryse
Holder's Letters from Mexico.
New York, Grove Press, 1979.

This is one of the most depressing books
I have read -- unrelentingly depressing,
an indulgence, it seems, in depression.

The letters of Maryse Holder to her close
friend Edith, have been re-printed in two
substantial sections;
the first section
is unedited letters, the second, edited
letters. They reveal a woman driven by
both her insecurities and her certainties, her sexual and sensual powers and
needs, and her constant flirtation with
death.
Kate Millett has written a splendid introduction to these letters in which she
talks about "the lust, the enormous romantic lust for experience" which characterizes everything Maryse does, or
appears to do.
In the end, of course,
Maryse is brutally killed -- an end she
almost seems to have willed for herself.
Almost all the letters deal with the time
Maryse was in Mexico; where she catered
to her own sexual needs, to those of the
"macho" men she seemed to seek, and
where, we are told in an epilogue written
by another friend, she could forget her
physical limitations and immerse herself
in sensuality, as she could not in a
WASP-ish world.
The book seems to be a super-indulgence
of a woman who loves overindulgences.
I
believe there is something of Maryse
Holder in many women. Surely we have
passed the time when we need to go all
out in order to be victimized and kill e d.
Or have we?
Some may be able to read this straight
through;
I could not.
It was a labor
and a chore to read the book, little by
little, but some may be able to stand
this type of emotional punishment better
than others.
MIM
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United States. Commission on
Civil Rights.
Connecticut Advisory Committee.
Battered Women in Hartford,
Connecticut.
Washington, U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights, 1979.

The Connecticut Advisory Committee to the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights issued
this report in April 1979 to help in the
Commission's national project on battered
women. The 28 page report includes a
brief introduction followed by somewhat
longer analyses and discussion on The
Problem, The Criminal Justice System,
Support Systems, and Findings and Recommendations.
If reports such as this are published by
the other 49 states, a strong voice for
an improved system should finally be
heard. The problem has many aspects -from the high incidence of underreported
"physical abuse of women by men in familial situations," through a long history
of society's toleration of such abuse,
the lack of prosecution of those charged
with battering and the lack of sentencing
of those charged, to the crying need for
better support systems for battered women. Anyone interested in this serious
problem should find the report's Findings
and Recommendations particularly valuable, for they speak to the many levels
and needs in all of the following areas
of our society: -- Police, Prosecutor's
Office, Family Relations Division, The
Court System, Shelters, Hospitals, and
We lfare.
ML
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Johnson, Carolyn, John Ferry
and Marjorie Kravitz.
Spouse Abuse: A Selected Bibliography.
Washington, D.C., National
Institute of Law Enforcement
and Criminal Justice, 1978.

This bibliography on spouse abuse lists

91 documents in the collection of the
National Criminal Justice Reference
Service in Washington, D.C.
For anyone
who wishes to acquire her own copy, the
bibliographic citation indicates the
"publisher or availability source of each
document." In addition, all documents
cited are available through interlibrary
loan.
Spouse Abuse is arranged alphabetically
by author and is divided into two sections:
"Nature of the problem" and "Intervention." The two appendices provide
a list of "Sources," with addresses, for
the documents and a list of "Resource
Agencies," which "identifies some of the
agencies and organizations that are
addressing the issue of spouse abuse."
ML
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Lynch, Jane Shay and Sara Lyn
Smith.
The Women's Guide to Legal
Rights.
Chicago, Contemporary Books,
1979.

Shay and Smith, in "A Word from the
Author," in the Preface of The Women's
Guide to Legal Rights, state that their
book "is meant to be a guide to the legal
areas where women ... have significant
rights, and to those where more legislative action in needed." Although they
acknowledge that the law cannot be compartmentalized neatly into specific
areas, for purposes of organization they
have divided it into four broad categories -- Home and Family;
On the Job;
In the Marketplace; and Crimes Against
Women.
They have in no way attempted to write a
complete guide to women's legal rights.
For example, in discussing cohabitation,
marriage, right to own surname, divorce,
child custody, abortion, and wills in
the chapter on Home and Family, they
list no specific laws and legislation

enacted by individual states.
Rather,
they give a general idea of what women's
rights may be in those areas -- always
with the understanding that once women
know something about those rights they
will be better able to decide if they
shou ld pursue a specific problem with a
lawyer.
Chapter 4, Crimes Against Women, deals
very briefly with the legal rights of
battered women and with rape and sexual
assault.
This chapter, as well as the
other three chapters, introduces each
area of concern with a specific question
which women are likely to ask.
Shay and
Smith then answer the question in a few
paragraphs of general advice.
For example, the question, "Do I have to use
force to defend myself from a sexual
attack in order for the attacker to be
convicted?" is answered first with "It
depends!" and. then with the advice that
resistance, whether physical or verbal,
will need to be reported to the police
in detail.
Their one page reply conc ludes, "However, you may expect to be
quest ioned about your reasons for not
using force." To the question, "Are
there any special compensation laws to
help rape victims?" Lynch and Smith
repl y , "Yes," list five states which
"make it illegal for a hospital to turn
away a rape victim for financial or other
reasons, " and urge victims to check with
local women's groups to learn if they
quali fy for a refund for hospital services.
If readers understand that The Women's
Guide to Legal Rights is an introductory
gu ide only, the book can serve a useful
p urpose.
The authors correctly point
out that "this is by no means a 'how-to'
book. " It is more accurately a popular
g uide to the "state of the art" of many
of the legal issues women face today.
ML
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Lystad, Mary, Ed.
Violence At Home.
Rockville, Maryland, National
Institute of Mental Health,
1976.

A bibliography containing 190 abstracts
of books and articles on family violence,
this study deals with the use of physical force between husbands and wives,
parents and children, and siblings.
It
presents research on theories of violence
and aggression together with the relation
of social s t ructure and social pathology
to family dysfunctioning and the need for
and effectiveness of social services for
families with violent members.
Although
it focuses on child abuse, this research
is also concerned with the psychological
effects on children of violence among
adults in the family.
An author index
is included.
VR

The Women's Studies Library is now receiving the Monthly Memo of the National
Assistance Center on Family Violence,
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Anyone interested
in reading this publication should ask
for it at the Women's Studies Library
desk.
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