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Bah:r., Robert. 
Least of All Saints: The 
Story of Aimee Semple 
McPherson. 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1979. 

It has been many years since I have read 
such a weird and supererogatory book. 
Least of All Saints is impossible to 
classify -- not a biography, not a novel, 
not entirely soap opera. Whole episodes, 
i ncluding long conversations, are in-
vented; conversely, decades of veri-
fiable facts are inexplicably omitted. 
In the near absence of documentation 
(except for a short bibliography and a 
few chapter annotations), there is no 
way to separate fact from fiction. 

Aimee Semple McPherson dominated the 
pentecostal/evangelistic/Hollywood scene 
through.the 1920s, founding the Church 
of the Four Square Gospel (still periph-
erally in existence -- thanks, in part, 
to Pat Boone and his fami ly), headquar-
tered at the multi-million-dollar Angelus 
Temple in Los Angeles. She, and it, were 
distinctively American phenomena, unique-
ly combining show business, high finance, 
pulpit oratory, Protestant fundamentalism, 
and faith-healing . (Her pulpit attire, 
initially , was a nurse's white uniform 
and blue cape.) Certainly no feminist, 
she was a powerful, willful, charismatic 
figure. Her empire collapsed in 1927-28 
after she apparently "eloped" with the 
Temple's radio engineer, later claiming 
to have been kidnapped by two vaguely 
described "foreigners." Publicity was 
spectacular and nationwide, effectively 
ending McPherson's ministry. (The Church 
of the Four Square Gospel still official-
ly adheres to the kidnap theory.) 

Surely McPherson's career is significant-
ly related to the cultural history of the 
United States in the first quarter of the 
twentieth century, and surely she and her 
California milieu deserve serious schol-
arly attention. They do not receive it 
at the hands of Mr. Bahr. His self-
styled "speculative biography, " with its 
infelicitous prose, its inEpt inventions, 
and its fabricated milquetcasty dialogue, 
does "Aimee" (as he persists in con-
descendingly calling her) rrany disservic-
es. He describes Aimee Semple McPherson 
extravagantly as "the greatest of all 
possible heroines," and justifies his 
lack of integrity by asserting that 
"the richness and truth of this woman's 
life can be told in no othec way." Try 
facts and some sobriety, Mr. Bahr. As 
for Prentice-Hall -- shame! Best stick 
to Freshman English textbooks. 
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Simon, Linda . 
The Biography of Alice B. 
Toklas. 

T323 Z8S4 Garden City, N.Y . ., Doubleday, 
1977. 
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Stein, Gertrude. 
Dear Sammy: Letters from 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1977. 

Books about Gertrude Stein and her 
friends have outnumbered books about her 
work by two to one over the l ast decade, 
attesting to Stein' s growing status as 
a cult figure as much as to the grave 
difficulties which her work presents to 
traditional critical methods. Inevitably 



these books contain a good deal of repe-
tition, sometimes with interesting varia-
tion. Ms. Simon, taking a "new" tack, 
concentrates on Stein's companion. Un-
daunted by Toklas' well-known distaste 
for personal publicity, Simon dwells upon 
the personal under the thin guise of 
"scholarship," attempting to establish 
references to Toklas and others in 
"erotic" contexts of Stein's work. (One 
should compare the prilliant use of per-
sonal materials in Richard Bridgman's 
Gertrude Stein in Pieces.) 

About a third of the book deals with Tok-
las' background and early life. It may 
have a certain documentary interest as 
the story of a second-generation Jewish 
immigrant American girl who, at the turn 
of this century, accepted her Lesbianism, 
became an expatriate, and devoted the 
next fifty years to the service and love 
of one of modern literature's most prob-
lematic figures. However, all the im-
portant parts of her story have been told 
before, and more discriminatingly, by 
Stein in The Autobiography of Alice B. 
Toklas, by Brinnin and James Mellow in 
their biographies of Stein, and by Tok-
las herself in What is Remembered. 

Sammy Steward was one of the young men 
"adopted" by Stein and Toklas in the 
thirties and forties. In quality --
perceptiveness, novelty, style -- his 
memoir is about midway between Bravig 
Imbs's Confessions of Another Young Man 
and William Rogers' rather good When This 
You See, Remember Me. Like Simon's, 
Steward 's taste runs to gossip. The 
letters, from both Stein and Toklas, are 
the more valuable part of his book, al-
though they, too, tell more about the 
Stein/Tokl as menage than about Stein's 
art. 
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Lofts, Norah. 
Emma Hamilton. 
London, Michael Joseph , 1978. 

Emma Hamil ton was a brilliant eigh-
teenth-century beauty who became the 
~onfidante of royalty, subject of many 
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:::-- --
portrait painters, and mistress of Ad-
miral Horatio Nelson (and mother of 
his only child) for seven years before 
his death. 

Though she was born poor and died poor, 
she knew great wealth. A spendthrift 
whose generosity exceeded her income, 
Emma was equally extravagant in her 
social life after her beauty attracted 
the much older Sir William Hamilton to 
propose marriage. 

After her marriage, she met and fell in 
love with Lord Nelson. Though divorce 
was unthinkable, Nelson left his wife 
for Emma. When Nelson died at the Bat-
tle of Trafalgar, Emma went into a 
steady decline. She ate and drank too 
much; her beauty disappeare d; her 
health broke; and she was ignored by 
all, her close friends having died. 
Only her daughter Horatia remained with 
Emma until her premature death in 1815. 

This biography contains many plates of 
Emma, her contemporaries and her homes. 
It is informative, but certainly not 
scholarly reading; an index is includ-
ed but no bibliography. Lofts' book 
might best serve the young adult reader 
who seeks a brief account of the era -
and aura - of Emma Hamilton and Horatio 
Nelson. 
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Bagnold, Enid. 
Enid Bagnold' s Autobiography. 
Boston, Little, Brown, and 
Company, 1969. 

I found this autobiography dissatisfying. 
Enid Bagnold falls into the practice, 
which I find disturbing, of telling a 
great many "in" stories about people fa-
mous in her circle -- a specialized soci-
ety of British upper class, British pub-
lishing and theatrical personalities, and 
her husband's Reuters associates. These 
stories are f or t he most part well-writ-
ten and engaging, but names and titles 
are tossed off with the assumption that 
one knows who they are and what their 
importance is. When the playwright 



writes about her early life, her breaking 
away from the restricted experience of a 
young woman of "position" before World 
War I, and, later, about the trials, 
heartaches, and occasional triumphs of 
writing for the commercial theater, Enid 
Bagnold's Autobiography is truly engros-
sing. It would take a scholar searching 
for details of the theater or the social 
life of the time -- or members of the 
author's wide circle of acquaintances --
to find much of continuing interest in 
long stretches of this autobiography, 
however. 

Copies of Enid Bagnold's Autiobiography 
are also available in the Browsing Room 
and the Main Library. 
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Jordan, Barbara and Shelby 
Hearon. 
Barbara Jordan, A Self-Portrait. 
Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 
1979. 

"People always want you to be born where 
you are. They want you to have leaped 
from the womb a public figure. It just 
doesn't go that way. I am the composite 
of my experience and all the people who 
had something to do with it. And I'm 
goi ng to try to lay that out." 

jThis is a quotation from Barbara Jordan 
which preceeds her autobiography, and it 
is an excellent summary of the work that 
follows. The book itself is divided into 

:three parts -- "Black World," which re-
'1ates her life growing up in a Black 
neighborhood of Houston, Texas; "White 
World," which relates the widening hori-
zons of her life as she first attends a 
local college and, later, law school at 
'Boston University, as she begins to prac-
t i ce law, and as she moves into Houston 
and Texas politics; and "World," which 
relates her life as a United States 
Congresswoman and a public figure. Each 
section builds on the people and experi-
ences of the previous sections, giving 
the high J:?Oints of each "world," until 
the reader has a greater understanding of 

1Barbara Jordan and how she has become 
what she is today. 
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As a child, she was most deeply influ-
enced by her Grandpa Patten, and through-
out the book it is clear that his memory 
and wisdom are with her always. As she 
progressed in school, she began to recog-
nize the fact that she was just a little 
brighter than her classmates. She de-
cided early in high school to be out-
standing, to strive to be chosen Senior 
Girl of the Year, and to attend law 
school. It was partly because of these 
goals that she became involved in; and 
excelled at, public speaking and debate. 

This determination to set high goals and 
then achieve them is a pattern Jordan 
has followed throughout her life. While 
attending Texas Southern University, she 
set her sights on Harvard Law School, 
but had to settle for Boston University, 
where she had to work much harder than 
her fellow students to compensate for in-
adequacies in her education and back-
ground. After successfully obtaining her 
law degree, she practiced law in Houston, 
became interested in politics, and ran 
for the state legislature, running three 
times before she was finally elected. 
She watched, listened, learned the polit-
ical ropes, and was named Honorary Gover-
nor for a Day before leaving the Texas 
legislature. She ran for and won elec-
tion to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives; once again, she observed 
and absorbed the intricacies of national 
politics. Jordan made the most memorable 
statement on nationwide .television as a 
member of the House Judiciary Committee 
for the recommendation of impeachment 
proceedings against Richard Nixon, was a 
key speaker at the 1976 Democratic Nation· 
al Convention, was under consideration by 
Jimmy Carter as a member of his cabinet 
(specifically, Attorney General), and was 
given an honorary doctoral degree from 
Harvard. Her accomplishments abound, and 
she achieved all of them in spite of what 
many people would consider two maior 
handicaps -- her race and her sex. 

A basic format is followed throughout the 
book, that is, the use of two voices --
one of Barbara Jordan relating specific 
memories, the other of the co-author, 
Shelby Hearon, through which gaps are 
filled and sealed. The use of the two 



~oices makes a unique blend of memory and 
fact. This book is by no means a de-
tailed autobiography. It serves the pur-
pose of supplying information about an ex· 
ceptional woman who has overcome the odds 
and has successfully obtained the high 
goals she has always set for herself. 

BRP 

Copies of Barbara Jordan, A Self-Portrait 
are also available in the West Campus 
Learning Resources Center, Undergraduate 
Library, and Black Studies Library. 
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Pandit, Vijaya Lakshmi Nehru. 
The Scope of Happiness. 
New York, Crown Publishers, 
1979. 

The Scope of Happiness is the autobiogra-
phy of Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, a member 
of India's most influential family. Mrs. 
Pandit was Jawaharlal Nehru's sister and 
Indira Gandhi's aunt, while her father, 
Motilal Nehru, was one of the most im-
portant leaders of the first generation 
of Indian nationalists. Mrs. Pandit had 
an important career in her own right as 
a member of the nationalist movement 
before Indian Independence and as a dip-
lomat after Independence. 

Her youth was dominated by her father, a 
wealthy, Westernized bon vivant who was 
also a crusader against social injustice 
and prejudice, and by her brother, 
Jawaharlal, the young lion of the nation-
alist movement. In the twenties, 
Jawaharlal, and then the rest of the 
Nehru family, joined Gandhi's civil dis-
obedience movement. In the decades that 
followed, members of the family were fre-
quently jailed. Mrs. Pandit herself 
was in and out of jail between 1932 and 
1947. During this period she married and 
attempted to raise a family -- which be-
came even more difficult following her 
husband's death in 1944. 

Mrs. Pandit served as provincial Minister 
of Health and Minister of Local Self-
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Government during those periods when the 
Congress Party was allowed to form a 
government. After Indepe ndence, when she 
was persuaded to exchange politics for 
diplomacy, Mrs. Pandit served as India's 
first delegate to the U.N., as the first 
woman President of the General Assembly, 
and as ambassador to such disparate 
countries as the United States, Great 
Britain, Russia, and Spain. 

Mrs. Pandit's memoirs have considerable 
interest as a political record alone. 
She was a major figure in Indian politi-
cal life for nearly fifty years and con-
tinues to be important even now -- for 
example, her opposition to Indira Gandhi 
in the 1977 elections had considerable 
symbolic importance. The Scope of 
Happiness also gives fascinating por-
traits of the many leaders she has known, 
from Gandhi and Nehru to Dulles, 
Churchill and, of special interest, her 
ambivalent relationship with Indira 
Gandhi. But the most lasting impression 
is that of Mrs. Pandit's own spirit --
her vivacity, warmth and courage which 
have remained constant throughout a long 
and varied life. 
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Nanda, B.R., Ed. 
Indian Women: From Purdah to 
Modernity. 
New Delhi, Vikas Publishing 
House, 1976. 

Indian Women is a collection of nine lec-
tures delivered under the auspices of the 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. 
These nine lectures vary in subject area 
from the role of women in India's inde-
pendence struggle to studies of specific 
isolated communities. Many, because of 
the sponsoring body, relate Jawaharlal 
Nehru to the topic. The lectures are as 
follows: 

Nehru and the Place of Women in Indian 
Society -- a quick review of some of 
the ideas held by Nehru which aided 
women's quality of life in India. 
Gives exerpts of letters dealing with 
personal matters, such as dividing his 
father's estate with his mother and 
sister, as well as discussing laws 



which were to help women in the areas 
of work and legal rights. A very pos-
itive essay, although written by a 
woman who hopes she "doesn' t sound 
too much of Women's Lib." 

The Role of Women in the Indian Strug-
gle for Freedom -- summarizes the 
various high points in the women's 
movement in India from the mid-19th 
century to the mid-20th. Some inci-
dents may seem small but are signifi-
cant for their symbolic value. 

The Social Reform Movement in India 
from Ranade to Nehru -- covers the 
moderate reformers, such as Ranade, a 
man who in theory believed in the ad-
vances of women's rights yet still was 
pressured into marrying an eleven year 
old girl by his parents. The effect 
of the Christian missionary movement 
on social reform is also covered, 
along with the effect of laws such as 
the Right to Property Act. Covering 
the full spectrum of reform thought, 
the essay turns _ to Gandhi and his de-
nunciation of child marriages and en~ 
forced widowhood. 

The Hindu Woman at Home -- a rambling 
essay speaking in very general terms 
of the women's rights problem in India. 
The author seems to believe in many 
common stereotypes of women, though 
attempting to sound like a liberal 
thinker. The essay is more interest-
ing when the role of women in Indian 
literature and folk stories is exam-
ined. 

Jawaharlal Nehru and the Hindu Code 
Bill -- describes the need felt, with 
the end of British occupation of India, 
for a single, written code of Indian 
law. This was also an ideal opportun-
ity for reform of many social problems, 
including women's rights. This essay 
describes specific points proposed in 
the Hindu code and the opposition to 
the reforms recommended concerning 
women. 

Status of Muslim Women and Social 
Change -- This essay does not compare 
Muslim women to any other existing 
group but measures the status of Mus-
lim women against the ideals proposed 
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during International Women's Year. The 
author finds women's status sorely 
wanting and progress slow. Specific 
topics discussed include polygamy, in-
heritance, purdah and what can be done 
to combat discriminatory practices. 
This is one essay in which the author 
comes out in favor of women's rights 
without any compromise. 

From Purdah to Moderni t:y -- studies the 
changing habits of the Oswal, a com-
munity in Mewar in India. Compares 
the change in women's status from the 
days of the maharajas up to indepen-
dence from the British. A good anthro-
pological study of women growing to 
adulthood under extremely varying cir-
cumstances. A good section, worth 
reading, especially for the discussion 
of ways in which individuals and the 
group learned to cope with radical 
social change in a traditional system. 

Indian Women: Work, Power and Status 
-- studies Indian women in rural and 
traditional urban families. Examines 
the means by which they exert power, 
what control these women have over 
decision-making, control of community 
resources and the economy. Covers the 
spheres, though somewhat limited ones, 
in which women exercise power and the 
major drawback to women's improved 
status, namely the traditional fears 
with which Indian men have viewed 
women's sexuality and purported magi-
cal powers. 

Woman versus Womanliness -- An Essay 
in Speculative Psychology -- discusses 
role models, self images and images of 
women held by men, as well as the tra-
ditional Indian complex mother-son re-
lationship. Again, this essay 
stresses the association in Indian 
thought of women with both saintliness 
and death, creativity and evil. 

Indian Women: From Purdah to Modern-
ity is an excellent introduction to 
the diverse subjects and issues associ 
ated with women's rights in India. 
The essays do lack any solid statisti-
cal data, but this makes the collec-
tion easier for the general reader. 
Recommended for public libraries and 
undergraduate collections in Women's 



Studies, Social Change and Indian 
History. 
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Ray, Renuka et al. 
Role and Status of Women in 
Indian Society. 
Columbia, Mo., South Asia 
Books, 1978. 

This collection of essays by Indian 
women varies considerably in quality 
and subject, but the selections have 
some common characteristics. The syn-
tax is Indian and therefore quirky; 
the essays themselves are for the most 
part not works of scholarship but state-
ments of opinion. With one exception 
(a statistical study of tribal women), 
they deal with the situation of educa-
ted women in India. 

While the essays have these features in 
common, they tend to divide into two 
categories. In one, a traditional view 
of women's position in society is pre-
sented. Quotations from the Vedas and 
o ther ancient texts are used to show 
that women had more rights and higher 
status before the period of Moslem 
rule . The writers also argue that even 
during the period of worst abuses, 
women were honored as representives of 
the image of the Divine Mother, and 
that this view of women should not be 
sacrificed to an overly zealous women's 
liberation. The other essays deal, 
often quite sensitively, with the prob-
lems of educated "new women" in a still-
traditional society. Most interesting 
are a wittily written but depressing 
description of the problems of women 
authors, and a capable sociological 
study of educated women in Bangladesh. 

Many of the essays are hardly worth 
reading for their own sake; the argu-
ments and style often s how s tartling 
naivete. However, they may be of 
interest for the range of views they 
present and as an indication of the re-
sistance to women's equality even among 
women in India and other developing 
countries. 

MCL 
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Vequad, Yves. 
Women Painters of Mithila. 
London, Thames and Hudson, 
1977. 

Mithila is a province in northeast India. 
It is a matriarchial society. One of the 
traditions handed down from mother to 
daughter is ceremonial painting used for 
important village and family occasions, 
such as weddings, proposals (women pro-
pose to the men), and ritual gift-gi ving. 
The paintings are stylized and symbolic, 
depicting scenes from Hindu mythology. 

It is the process of painting that is of 
value, not the painting itself. Wall 
paintings fade and are was hed away; wrap· 
ping paper is given to children to play 
with. Only recently has this art come to 
the attention of the outside world. 
Indira Gandhi was one of the first 
,collectors; she commissioned an elderl y 
woman to decorate the wall s of her home. 

Vequad provides an introduction to the 
province, the art, and the artists, and 
a description of the procPss of painting, 
which is accomplished with very primitive 
materials. There are a number of photo-
graphs of the villages and the women at 
work -- crouching over paintings on the 
ground, baby in one arm, cotton-tipped 
stick in the other. The paintings them-
selves are shown in color. They are 
lively , e nergetic, and beautiful. 
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Roper, Joyce. 
The Women of Nar. 
London, Faber and Faber, 
1974. 

The Women of Nar is an impressionistic 
review of the author's three years in 
Nar, a village in the Anatolian plateau 
in Turkey. Ms. Roper reminds the r eader 
she was not a trained s ociologist and 
had not r ead extensively studies of the 
Turkis h people before h e r three year ex-
periment. She is that rare person, the 
armchair traveler, who de cide d to 
realize her desire to see and experience 
another culture. 



Ms. Roper's narrative brings out the 
realities of life in this Turkish vil-
lage with stories about shopping, en-
tertaining guests, the village elders, 
the daily routine of women and chil-
dren, and the fasting at Ramazan. She 
is at her best with vivid tales about 
a young school girl accused of im-
proper conduct after speaking to a 
schoolboy, and in an account of the 
women praying separately in the mosque 
at Ramazan. She cannot tell us what 
individuals are thinking; conversa-
tion is on a very basic level and the 
language barrier is apparent. This 
fact makes the Women of Nar an exami-

. nation of the surface of th.e village, 
and the women seem like characters 
out of a collection of short stories. 

Though Ms. Roper emphasizes the impor-
tance to this book of being a woman and 
being accepted into women's society, 
her stories deal with families and 
v i llage life in general. This is not 
wha t one could call a "woman's book" 
and it is by no means a feminist study. 
It is merely a recounting of events ob-
served by the author, reminiscent of 
travel literature written by European 
travelers in the Middle East in the 
18th and 19th centures. Events may be 
r e cor d e d i n great detail but the moti-
v a t i on f or specif i c actions remains 
two-dimensional, somehow removed from 
the writer, who remains a visitor, 
ne ver a membe r, of the village . 

The Wome n of Nar i s recommende d for 
t hose intereste d in t ravel accounts or 
contempo r ary v i llage l i f e in Turkey. 
It would be excellent supplementary 
read i ng for many anthropology, sociolo-
gy and his t o ry cours es d e aling with 
v i llage or Midd l e Eastern life, but 
fails a s a p rimary t e xt due to lack of 
t heory , ana lysis a nd discuss i on o f any 
of t h e observations made and so care-
fully recorde d. 

MHM 
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Dwyer, Daisy Hilse. 
Images and Self-Images: Male 
and Female in Morocco. 
New York, Columbia University 
Press, 1978. 

Thirty-five Moroccan folk tales are used 
in this study to illustrate male-female 
relationships found in the southern Moroc-
can city of Taroudannt. The author at-
tempts to show the relationship between 
folk stories, oral acculturation and the 
transmission of patterns and rol e model s 
for both sexes. 

In her introduction, Ms. Dwyer poses the 
question of how and why a sexually "in-
egalitarian" society perpetuates itself, 
not only in the male members of s ociety 
but also actively sustained by women as 
well. Background and a short history of 
the city of Taroudannt are given, describ-
ing the ethnic composition of the people, 
the methods by which the sexes are sepa-
rated. 

With this basic background, a translation 
of each folk tale is given along with a 
lengthy analysis of the features of each 
story which illustrate particular images 
or self-images. Most of the folk tales 
are very short, less than one page, 
and at times Ms. Dwyer' s analysis is a 
little far-fetche d but on the whole, s he 
brings many insights to the material 
collected. 

In de scri bing the passage from g irlhood 
to womanhood, the poigna nt p roblem in-
·volved in proving the virginity o f a 
young girl on h e r wedding n igh t is exam-
ined. The stigma associated with women's 
sexuality i s described at great length, 
namely tha t non-virgins, whethe r they be 
mothers, widows, or mature women, can be 
conside r e d a nyth i ng f rom immodest t o de -
praved. The examp les u s ed ma ke e x t r e mely 
depressing r ead i ng. The r ead e r i s give n 
the impre s s ion that l i fe in southe rn 
Morocco for a woman i s f ull of p ain and 
sorrow from birth to de a t h. 

Ms . Dwye r does a disservice to her s ub-
j ects by i gnor i ng t he ma ny ways in which 
wome n, not o nly i n Tarouda nnt , but i n a ll 
cultures , cope and in some ways ove r come 
conditio ns of poverty , super s ti t i on a nd 
discriminati on, a l t ho u gh these c o ndi tions 



seem unendurable to the outside observer. 
The study is a valuable one; however, 
the author's own cultural and personal 
biases are too prominent to allow Images 
and Self-Images the necessary detachment 
of a good piece of scholarship. 

One example of Ms. Dwyer's lack of pro-
portion in dealing with her subjects can 
be seen in a section on an elderly woman, 
in which the author says, "Shamefully in-
appropriate to Moroccans is the occasion-
al unfettered sexuality of old women." 
What she does not include in her lengthy 
condemnation of this practice is the fact 
that this is true throughout America as 
well; it is not a problem unique to 
Moroccan society. Any elderly American 
woman desiring sexual companionship is 
often treated with as much cruelty and 
ridicule as exhibited by the Moroccans 
in this study. In condemning the super-
stitions and biases of relatively isola-
ted, uneducated, southern Moroccans, Ms. 
Dwyer's true motives for this s tudy be-
come clearer, and her conclusion, de-
scribing her motives, should be read be-
fore readins the text of the study. 

This book is recommended for undergradu-
ate and graduate collections dealing with 

.Wome n's Studies and the Middle East. It 
is also useful as a collection and analy-
'sis of folk tales and the oral tradition. 
A useful work, somewhat flawed by the 
author's preconceptions. 
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Wellesley Editorial Committee, 
Ed. 
Women and National Development: 
The Complexities of Change. 
Chicago, University of Chicago 
Press, 1977. 

Women and National Development is a col-
l e ction of papers delivered at the 1976 
conference on women in developing nations 
sponsored by the Center for Research on 
Wome n in Higher Educati on and the Pro-
fessions. Wellesley College ; the Afri-
can Studies Association; the Association 
of Asian Studies and the Latin American 
Studies Association. The book consists 
of twenty-three papers with twelve intro-
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ductory/summary sections, dealing with 
a myriad of topics. Titles range from 
"Sexuality and Birth Control Decisions 
among Lebanese Couples" to "Women in the 
Informal Labor Sector: The Case of 
Mexico City". 

The table of contents reads like an en-
cyclopedia of concerns about women and 
their role in developing countries. This 
is an excellent collection, not only for 
the breadth and depth of topics covered, 
.but because of the consistently high 
quality of scholarship found in the pa-
pers. 

The topics covered are much too varied 
for discussion within a review ; however 
some of the well-documented essays in-
clude examinations of the impact of rice 
hulling machines on Javanese women agri-
cultural workers; the effect of agrarian 
reform on Guatemalan women; the use of 
saints' tombs and sanctuaries as retreats 
for Moroccan women; traditional role 
models of women as both creative and 
destructive forces in India; the effect 
of waiting for wives on African migrant 
~orkers over prolonged periods of sepa-
ration; the political power held by Eva 
Peron and the reasons why she was able to 
exert influence in Argentinian pol itics 
and labor policies . 

This book is highly recommended, not only 
for collections in Women's Studies and 
for the s tudy of developing countries , 
but for all graduate and undergraduate 
collections , so inclusive are the topics 
overed. An excellent collection , which 

' ncludes an index. 
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Underhill, Ruth M. 
Papago Woman. 
New York, Holt, Rinehart, and 
Winston, 1979. 

This small (96 pages plus a preface of 13 
pages) paperback was originally published 
in 1936, but has been reprinted, e d ited 
by Geo rge and Louise Spindler , in the 
Case Studies in Cultural Anthropology 
Series. An autobiographical sketch of 
the author has been added, and is instruc · 



tive in itself, since Underhill, as a 
student of Ruth Benedict, was one of the 
early American women anthropologists 
doing fieldwork studies in the 1930s . 

A historical perspective emerges trom 
this life of Chona, a Papago basketmaker, 
who was born in the mid-1800s. Chona's 
narration is beautiful, and reads almost 
like a novel as she tells of her girl-
hood, marriage, children, old age. How-
ever, the narrative betrays the book's 
inherent drawback, at least for anthro-
pological or academic emphasis, since the 
. author has told almost nothing of her 
editorial treatment: her methodological 
procedures, the basis of her excisions 
of narration, repetition, or contradic-
tion, i.e., where Chona ends and Ruth 
begins. Nor is there interpretation and 
analysis, or ethnographic annotation. 
Still the book does take one far beyond 
the romantic figure of starcrossed 
Indian princesses leaping over cliffs, 
so often portrayed in the early "noble 
savage " tradition. 

Z7961 
B9 

Z7961 
R5 

RJ 

Buvinic, Mayra. 
Women and world Development: 
An Annotated Bibliography. 
Washington, D.C., Overseas 
Development Council, 1976. 

Rihani, May. 
Development As If Women Mat-
tered: An Annotated Bibliog-
raphy with a Third World Focus. 
Washington, D.C. New Trans-
Century Foundation, 1978. 

Both of these annotated bibliographies 
"focus on the effects of socio-economic 
development and cultural change on women 
and on wome n's reactions to these 
changes." In the earlier Buvinic bib-
liography, the material is divided into 
nine general subject areas and, within 
those areas, the material is subdivided 
geographically. Her 1976 work is an ex-
panded revision of a ·bibliography that 
was prepared for the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science Interna-
tional Seminar on Women in Development, 
held in Mexico City in 1975. The more 
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recent bibliography was a project of the 
Secretariat for Women in Development of 
the New TransCentury Foundation. De-
velopment As If Women Mattered begins 
where Women and World Development left 
off, using much the same organizational 
format and geographical divisions. Its 
emphasis, however, is more predominantly 
on women in the Third world. Both books 
are carefully indexed and the 1978 bib-
liography adds a section at the end of 
each division which directs one to re-
lated listings in other parts of the bib-
liography. Copies are also available in 
the Agriculture Library . 
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