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MOOT COURT TEAM
. WINS NATIONAL AWARD

MOOT COURT TEAM L-R Charles Warner, Curt Griffith,
Robin Phelan, Gary Gormin

HOW TO SELECT
A NEW DEAN
Bv the time this reaches its
readers the Jaw school will
either have or nearly ha\'e its
new dean selected. For that
rea~on it may be of interest to
understand roughly how the
new mentor was chosen. The
information presented h~rein
has been compiled from the
text of an intef\·iew with Tom
• 'agel, th appointed student
representative to the faculty
selection committee ... 1r. Nagel
himself was selected and appointed from the available students, preferably Law J~wi1al
students, during the 1969 Summer Quarter.
The task before the faculty
selection conunittee, which was
comprised of Professors Callahan, Murphy, Raskind and
Clovis, was to choose and recommend to Pres. Fawcett
three qualified and hopefully
available men. Pre~. Fawcett
bears the final responsibility
in the appointn'ient of new
deans. The field from which
the faculty committee was to
make its selection was open,
and recommendations were received from other faculty
members, students, and alumni. At least 170 names were at
one time or another considered, the list being prngressivcly narrowed by such practical
considerations as age, experience (both o1dministrative and
field) salary, faculty nnd alumni opm1on. ltimately a dozen
or so men were invited to the
campus for the traditional
"cooks tour", and to meet with
the students. Four of these
men accepted, one of them
subsequently removing himself
from consideration, leaving the
three names to be considered
by Pres. Fawcett.
In Mr. Nagel's opinion the
procedure followed was extremely successful. Meetings
were held at least weekly, and
where ever relevent his opinion
as a student representative was
considered. Apparently in the
beginning no one was quite
certain as to the role of a student representative in such a
committee, but all apprehension dissolved and before long

"the only enemy was getting
the job done."
In a situation such as this
there is inherent the danger of
known or unknown persons
trying to ''railroad" their personal selections through the
committee. Mr. Nagel feels
that that was clearly not the
case here. Certain partie~, he
~dmitted, were very zealous in
their recommendations, but
only to the extent that they
were interested in getting the
best possible candidate chos-en. The danger, he felt, was
in taking the easy way out
and choosing parties ''ho
would be innocuous, thereby
pacifying all. Again he was
confident that that was not
the case here. This he said
could be substantiated by just
examinating the diversified

Winning has become a tradition ·with Ohio State's Moot
Court teams. This year's National Moot Court Team,
composed of Curt Griffith and
Charlie Warner, won the regional arguments in Cle,·eland,
and received the award for
best brief submitted in the final rounds in 1 ew York.
,\s in past yeafo, the College
of Law entered two tea ms in
the competition; Griffith and
Warner prepared the Petitioner's argument and briefed it,
while Gary Gormin and Robin
Phelan did the same \\ith the
Respondent's argument. Although Gormin and Phelan
did not reach the finals of the
regional rounds, they were instrumental in bringing about
their team-mates' victory. In
the Regional Arguments, Griffith and Warner learned Friday evening that, by the luck
of the draw, they would be required early the next morning
to "s\\itch" sides for the semifinal argument. Since they had
not practiced the Respondent's
argument. Gormin and Phelan
assumed the extremely difficult
task of preparing them over-

backgrounds of the parties ultimately selected.
Anyone interested m more
specific information on the
selection procedure is welcome
to contact the BARRISTER or
Mr. Kagel directly.

LAW STUDENTS TO TEACH IN
COLUMBUS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
In February 1970 one hundred college of law juniors and
seniors began the Law School
Student Teachers program
in Columbus Public High
Schools. \\'orking in two man
teams, the students will conduct five one-hour sessions during a five week period at the
high schools. Each session will
cover one area of the law and
will take place during the
times usually allotted for P.0.D. classes.
The program is a product of
a plan originated last summer
by the Legal Education Committee of the Law Students
Division of the American Bar

Association . That plan called
for law students to conduct
these classes in various penal
institutions in their areas. The
Committee contacted seniors
Bob Koblenz and Joe Van Buskirk as to the feasibility of
Ohio State students teaching
at the Ohio Penitentiary. For
numerous reasons, however,
that idea proved impractical.
Koblenz and Van Buskirk
then approached Dean Rutledge and Assistant Dean Kuhfeld and suggested the possibility of the high school
program. The Deans thought
the idea was wo1thwhile and
(Continued on page 3)

night to "switch'' sides. The
value of their efforts became
apparent when, the next morning, a bleary-eyed Griffith and
\\'arner defeated the CJe,·eland-Marshall team in the
semi-final argument, and then
(still respondents) soundly defeated the Petitioner's team
from Case \Vestcrn Re ervc
Law School. Phelan also journeyed to New York \\ith the
team, where he continued to
render invaluable support.
Eight Ohio law chools ( 16
teams) argued in the regional
rounds in Cleveland. Kationally, a total of 120 Jaw schools
participated in the regional
rounds. Of these, 26 teams advanced to the final arguments
in • "ew York.
This is the first time in the
twenty - year history of the
Moot Court competition that
Ohio State has won the award
for the Best Brief in the National Competition. Ohio State
was the first law chool in the
nation to win the competition
twice, and has ent teams to
the finals in eight of the past
eleven years.

Everyone associated ''ith the
moot court program agrees
that its continued success is
attributable in large measure
to the effort and inspiration
of Professor Larry Herman,
who acts as advisor to the
program generally, and as
Coach to the • 1 ational Team.
This year, the team also had
the able and thoughtful assistance of Professor l\1ichael
Geitner, who "ccompanied
them to New York.
As a result of thi yea r's
victories, the College of Law
will hold for one year a handsome Regional first place trophy donated by the Cleveland
Bar Association, and the Harrison Tweed Bowl, donated by
the Association of the Bar of
the City of Ne\\ York. In addition, Griffith and Warner will
individually receive an engraved wooden plaque donated
by the Cuyahoga County Bar
As ociation, a 21-volume set
of A~erican Juiisprudence
Proof of Facts, the 2-volurne
Restatement of Torts, 2d, and
Mnrke, Vignettes of Legal
History, dona~ed by the respective publishers.

Student Letters
The following letter was posted in the Law School in January, 1970 by James Blue who entered the Freshman Class in
September, 1969. Blue is 32 ·years old, married, and has 2
daughters. After six years in business, he entered the Ohio State
University in 1965. He majored in Philosophy and received a
B.A. with distinction in 1969. While an undergraduate, Blue was
awarded the Jacobsen Award for the Best Short Story written
by an Undergraduate, served on the University's Open llousing
and Rights and Responsibilities Committees, and was chosen
the Outstanding Undergraduate in Philosophy in his Senior
)'ear. He came to the College of Law on a Law School scholarship and a 1\'DEA Fellows/zip for Graduate Study. Blue has been
employed as a Staff Assistant to the Provost of the University
for the la.st two years.
The letter is reprinted :Zs written except that names have
been deleted. The reader's comments are encouraged.
To All Of My Friends In The
Freshman Class And Anyone
Else Who Is Interested:
Because I will not be able
to see all of you before I leave
as I would like to I am writing
this (whatever it is) to wish
everyone good luck and good
fortune. I will miss you all because I don't believe I have
ever worked or studied anywhere where I made as many
good friends as quickly as I
have here. In fact your companionship has been the only
thing that kept me here this
long.
I doubt if I have knov.n
anyone who came here more
enthusiastic about law school
than I was. I already knew a
number of faculty members
whom I admired both for their
intellects and their principles
and I actually believed that

my experience here would be
an outstanding graduate education which :"Vould prepare
me to do meaningful work in
a society that could stand a
little meaningful working.
I remember talking to a
Dean in the graduate school
last year who discouraged me
from coming here by saying
that all I would find was "a
school for mechanics and if
there was one more thing this
world didn't need it was a
large group of graduate school
mechanics."
In a way I wish he had
been right. If he had I would
probably stay because my experience-trade school or not
-would have value; but since
I cannot imagine how the
experience-I refuse to call it
an education-'-! am receiving
(Continued on page 2)
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Political Forum
Apparently the public is not
yet ready to accept the fact
that the poor are entitled to
full and equal legal representation. Questionnaires circulated around the country to
legal aid lawyers, and other
information gathered by the
National Legal Aid and Defender Association indicate that
threats, pressure, and official
complaints are being used to
undermine the independence
of la"'-yers serving the indigent
client. Some of the attorneys
say that much of the criticism
is leveled at legal services for
the purpose of harassment and
intimidation. It appears that
many of the recent Supreme
Court decisions favoring the
indigent are being "coat-tailed"
by backlash attempts to emasculate these protections.
The methods used to discourage aggressive representa.tion ranges from subtle political
and financial maneuvers to
actual complaints filed with
grievance committees of local
bar associations. Even though
there have been no reported
instances of disbarment, suspension or reprimand, the reputation and mobility of the
legal aid attorney may be affected. It may be affected because before an attorney transfers to another state, he has to
report and explain to that
State's Bar Association every

Student Letters
(Continued from page 1)

now would be of value to me
I have to stop wasting my
time and go, or stay around
and be content to forego being
educated in the hope that I
can take part in reforming
this place for future classes.
There are three reasons why
I cannot stay for the revolution. First, as a 32 year old
man with a family the revolution without education is a
luxury I cannot afford. Second, for the things I care
about changing in the world
I am convinced a law degree
is no more of an asset than a
liability, and third because I
am convinced that the attitude
of one professor who told our
class that "controversy must be
kept out of the University"
and who told me that he had
seen others like me before who
believed they were going to
come in here and "straighten
out the law school", but that
I should remember this place
had been here a long time

complaint that ever been made
against him, no matter how
frivolous, and even though the
charges were dismissed without merit. The legal profession
seemingly should not tolera~
such a man-handling of it's
members.
Most of the problems is
the reported instances where a
lawyer's activity is complained
of seem to involve controverparticularly
sial matters where the defendant is a police
officer, a governmental agency,
or an influential landlord. The
types of lawyer activity most
frequently objected to includes
the filing of complaints alleging police bmtality, demands
for jury trials, class suits for
low-income tenants, petitions
to require counties to adopt
food programs, divorce cases
and suits against welfare departments. The prevalent notion of many seems to be that
the halls of justice are reserved
for our noble middle and upper
classes but viewing the economically or racially "different" as second rate citizens is
nothing less than a nauseating
insult to the principles upon
which our legal system was
founded. Perhaps it is time that
members of the legal profession
uninterested in helping the
poor themselves at least support those attorneys who are
helping.
-Bob Dierker.
doing things as they are d<?ne
without any help from me, is
endemic to the institution. In
other words, for the immediate future the revolution ain't
coming. The time is unripe
and the cats who are running
the show are likely to continue
doing so. If I am anything as
an activist I hope I am practical and I don't see any practical reason for fighting this war
at this time.
As many of you know I
work across campus in the administration. Recently a highly
placed administrative fellow
was talking about the particular ridiculousness of the "grade
system" and the double particular ridiculousness of the
"ranking system" in the law
school. He suggested that what
we needed was a new "pass£ail" system over here; I , on
the other hand opined that
what we needed was to contact Marvin the Torch and
have him build us a vacant lot
over here.
My reasoning went like this
and still does.
The law school system at
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present is so designed that
about 200 pretty bright and
reasonably ambitious people.
are culled out to form a class.
Not only do these people ha\'e
a common interest in going to
Jaw school and a close approximation of the same amount
of IQ measured intelligence;
they even have the same kinds
of reasoning gifts and abilities
(discovered by way of the
LSAT).
Once this group of very
evenly talented students is recruited they are put into a
structure which is designed to
deny this evenness and which
instead insists that they can be
ranked from one to two hundred as to their abilities to
perform as candidates for the
practice of lav.r. The fact that
this cannot be done in such
a way to have any rational
connection either to the practice of law or even to the
learning process is besides the
point. The grading and the
ranking are both the focus and
the purpose of instruction regardless of their meaningless
irrationality.
But if tl>js is true then a
system of instmction and a
system of testing must be created which will allow for some
kind of "objective" performance of this ranking ritual.
Thus we have courses which
stress, yea verily, they depend
upon the most mindless sort of
direct recall of bloody . boring
bits and pieces of nothing in
particular.
In other words what is created is a property examination
which has many more questions calling for direct recall
than for even the most simple
minded sort of analysis. We
have a tax exam which is purportedly "essay" but which in
fact cannot be successfully
treated as anything more probingly intellectual than that a
"$666.66 cash transfer payment from indiv. T.P. to Corp
T.P. is either a §162 Bus. Exp.
or a §212 Pers. Exp.'' and
which can be checked like a
laundry list. We have ·a legal
research course with its telephone directory textbook, or
rather, its reference book being
treated as a textbook, as well
as a whole series of class lectures in which the reference
book is magically transformed
from printed speech to verbal
speech. This same legal research course had only one legal research assignment which
was swallowed up without
comment and an unbelievably
mindless final exam with only
direct recall questions which
tested no one's ability to do
anything. I consider myself to
.have prostituted my intellect
by even taking the exams for
these courses.
We have a Torts class in
which we have talked all quarter about such things as "causation" and "responsibility"
without ever recognizing what
assumptions we were making
in regard to these concepts,
without ever defining or discussing what we meant in
using the terms, without ever
acknowledging the times that
we shifted meanings in mid
argument, while all the time
we went on pretending that
what we were doing was obviously clear, obviously consis-

tent, and perfectly sen ible.
In this same class we treated
concepts like ..intentionality"
without ever saying what the
implications of the adoption of
our definition of "intention"
were, much less what alternative treatments might produce.
In other words what we had
in all of these classes was a
very weak and sophomoric intellectual experience not much
more sophisticated than that
which is found in a dormitory
bull session. That such a process can be masquerading as
a professional education is
shameful.
However, what makes this
whole law school system much,
much worse than this is that
the entire experience is so
aintellectual. The legal mind,
it is proudly said and strangely enough often believed, is
one that will not tolerate a
sloppy piece of work. What
hogwash! This entire approach
to scholarship is sloppy. And
it is sloppy to pretend that
sensible discussions can be carried on without conside1ing
values. Philosophers and some
educational theorists may have
believed that fifty years ago,
but law professors are the only
ones I know of who are attempting to practi<;:e it today.
The very idea that an income tax course can be taught
today that does not deal at
least in passing with not merely the prevailing theory of
taxation, but the social consequences of that theory and of
possible alternatives to that
theory boggles my mind. The
very notjon that a property
course can "deal with" water
law in three days without ever
a mention of its direct contradiction to hydrology in regards
to subsurface water, or of the
problems of the property law's
enduring quality to pollution
reform legislation, is too much
for me to grasp.
Not only is the thinking that
goes on here sloppy: it 1s
shamelessly superficial.
I don't think its likely to
change however; just as I
don't think grade reform will
help. In order to get a pass
fail system in here I am sure
that a system no better than
Harvard's or Yale's would be
allowed. In other words, such
a system would be made voluntary and thus the focus and
purpose of the instruction
remain the same. Also, it is
probable that the grades would
be transformed from A B C D
E to Honors, High Pass, Low
Pass, and Fail.
Having said all of this I
am sure I have said more than
enough. If anyone has bothered to read this far he has
demonstrated not only a morbid curiosity for the views of
an obviously deranged mind,
but a definite lack of ability
to fill his time with interesting
and productive activity. Nevertheless, I thank you for it.
I also want to thank all of
you for the kindness and
friendship you have shown
me. You have been great
companions on this journey
through purgatory.
Finally I would like to thank
Professor "X" and Professor
"Y". Professor "X" actually
gave a lecture in this law
school in which he spoke of
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the value of the search for just
resolutions to problems as the
single most valuable constant
of the law, and Professor "Y"
was the only teacher I studir d
with here who thought it w;·s
a proper and important portion of the classroom experi ence that I be allowed and
encouraged to use my mind to
wrestle with the material m
whatever direction I might be
led. I admire you greatly Sir
and I am convinced that your
"throwing sand in the air" is
what intellectual endeavor is
all about.
To everyone else I say goocL
bye, wish you well, and hope
that you will be as happy inside this place for the rest of
the year as I am going to be
outside it. I have certainly
never seen so many really first
rate minds trapped in such :i
fourth rate structure. God
bless us all. Peace.
-Jim Blue.
Sir:
Placement, as applied t0
anyone lower than fortieth 1:1
class rank, means being put
into one's place. For those
Freshmen and Juniors who fall
below that magic line I offer
the following observations on
placement.
Interviewing
Don't interview the firm ,
which come to the college. In
spite of their protestations to
the contrary, they simply aren't
interested in you. You won'
learn anything about the fim1
that isn't printed in Martindale
-Hubbell or the Ohio Legal
Directory; rather, the inte1viewer will learn your class
rank early in the interview and
will be formally polite thereafter.
A few days (or weeks) after
Part I of this ritual you will
receive a letter which will
read somewhat like this: "I
enjoyed talking with you during our recent interview. While
we have determined that further interviews with you are
not indicated, we are confiden t
that you will secure a rewarding position and enjoy a successful career." The words may
vary somewhat, but the message will be the same. You'll
make a fine lawyer-for someone else.
In short, don't waste your
time interviewing here; it can
be better spent writing letters
to someone in the locale where
you would like to practice.
The Resume
You will probably soon be
told by the College Office that
"No student will be permitted
to participate in the college
placement program without
acceptable resumes on file in
the College Office." Without
regard to the brutal sanctions
involved, preparing a resume
is a good idea. There are several forms available into which
you can plug your own statistics. If you feel a compulsion
to, you may want to leave a
few copies in the College Office. If nothing else, doing so
must be one of the most
unique ways on record to begin a correspondence with a
girl from Purdue.
(name withheld at request of
student)
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STUDENT COURT
In an effort to improve the
brand of justice meted out at
University Court the composition of the bench has been
changed so that now non-law
students compose the majority
of the justices sitting at any
one session. The panel of
judges was also segregated into
graduate panel and an undergraduate panel to hear appeals
by graduate and undergraduate students respectively.
These changes have resulted
in a court structure which
mo re closely resembles the
judge and jury format rather
than that of a panel of judges.
The alterations were caused by
a feeling on the part of the
student body as a whole that
equitable results could be obtained only when a n individual's case was decided by his
"peers" in the narrowest sense
of the word. The office of
Chief Justice is still held by a
law student and one law student sits as a justice on both
the Graduate and Undergraduate panels, but the other voting justices are all lay students.

The Student Bar Association has an undefined rolethat of encouraging and developing "prqfessional" activities
for students in the College of
Law. Therefore, the operation
of the SBA is similar to playing poker without a table-you can play, but you have
to find a level spot on the
floor on which to deal the
cards. After three months of
moving furniture around and
rolling up the carpet, I think
our SBA has found a level
plac~ to play.
. Now that we know where
the game will be played, we
need players. Jim Evans, SBA
V .P., wants to know if the
grading system needs reforming. He has composed and
distributed a questionnaire to
find out how students feel.
The administration and faculty
should want to be involved in
deciding if grade reform is
necessary, and, if it is, to what
extent.
Dan Piloseno, SBA secretary,
has invited more than twenty
public people to speak at the
College. He has received one
acceptance-John Gilligan is
corning in February. He needs
sources of information as to
possible speakers, and the SBA
needs student attendance when
these speakers appear at the
Law School.
Due to his efforts in obtaining a $500 allocation for SBA
from the University, Bruce
Heine our treasurer, is looking
for ~ays to spend money.
Never in recorded history has
the SBA received money directly from the Univ<:;rsity Activities Fund. He will listen, as
will we all, to any suggestion
as to how that money can be
spent for a constructive purpose.
My particular bag is the
Community Service Conunittee which is now beginning
operation. Volunteer law students will inte:rview indigent

In spite of the changes
which have been made there
has been no radical departure
from precedent set in previous
years when only law students
sat on the bench.
Another new feature this
year is the grant of jurisdiction
to University Court to decide
Constitutional questions, but
while these grounds have been
argued in a number of cases,
no University promulgated
rule or regulation has yet been
held violative of the Constitution.

Michael E. Geitner

Columbus Schools
{Continued from page I)

in November, Dean Rupedge,
Koblenz and Van Buskirk
As in past years the vast met with Dr. Eibling, Supermajority of cases heard con- intendant of Columbus Public
tinue to be appeals from cita- Schools, Mr. Mayer, Coorditions issued for suspected nator of Secondary Education,
violations of the University's and Mr. Huber, Assistant Sutraffic regulations. As the driv- perintendant of Instruction,
ing and parking problems on to discuss the project. As a
campus are rapidly approach- result of that meetin~ and the
ing the critical stage the num- approval of the Student Bar
ber of citation appeals filed by Association at Ohio State, the
students is increasing at an program was put into effect.
alarming rate and the Court
During the five week period
now disposes of from 40 to 60 the student teams will present
appeals per week.
one problem each from the
-Jim Moore. areas of Landlord-Tenant
Relations; Free Speech-Demonstrators' Rights; Juvenile
Courts and the Juvenile Offender; Consumer Fraud; and
Search and Seizure. The probpeople who think they have lems are in the form of a hypolegal problems. Supervision will thetical fact pattern and its
be provided by Legal Aid and solution and were provided by
Defender Society of Columbus, the Legal Education Commitan OEO Legal Services Unit. tee as a part of its original
A complete description of the plan.
project is posted on the SBA
Since the solutions are based
bulletin board.
on California law, the student
Th i n k i n g constructively teachers must research the
about changes to be made problems in order to eliminate
within the College of Law is major conflicts with Ohio Statnot as relaxing as drinking cof- utes or cases before presentfee at the Union or the State ing them to the high school
Restaurant, but if any of us students. The actual classroom
are going to escape from the techniques will be worked out
womb mentality of law school, between each team and the
we have to start meditating, P.O.D. initructors at the varand, then, acting on problems ious schools.
that arise in Upper Arlington
The organizers of the proand on Mt. Vernon Avenue. gram hope that it will help
Students should not have to go the high school students to
into suspended animation for understand in some small way
three years to study law. I be- that the law is designed to assist
lieve students can and should and protect people and not to
become interested in happen- intimidate them. They hope to
ings outside the College. The impress upon the students that
SBA can generate programs the law is constantly changing
until acorns are turned into to reflect society's needs and
oak coffee tables but without that it's changes are best acparticipation from the student complished by orderly processes
body, the plans dissolve into and not by the violent upheavthe swamp of good ideas.
als espoused by many today.
Don't say to yourself that
Lastly, the organizers and
the "Prez" is giving out with · participants hope that this
another pep talk about getting ,011 be the first of many sucinvolved and all that slogan cessful programs by which the
jazz-SIT DOWN, man; we're College of Law can take an
ready to deal!
active and productive role in
-A. Michael Schwarzwalder. the community around it.

A new member of the faculty is Michael E. Geltner. A
graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania and Columbia
University School of Law, Mr.
Geitner comes to Ohio State
after a year as a law clerk to
Judge Robert P. Anderson of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit, and two
years in private practice m
New York City.
Mr. Geltner decided to go
into teaching about a year ago.
One of his superiors in the
law firm was a close friend of
Professor Alan Schwarz and
recommended him for a teaching position at Ohio State. He
was ultimately contacted by
several faculty members after
which he came to Columbus
where he met and was favorably impressed with the faculty. He then chose Ohio State
over a number of other teaching positions he had been
offered.
Mr. Geltner enjoyed practicmg law, and found it
enlightening in some respects,
but frustrating because of its
intellectual limits. His practice, which was almost exclusively litigation, involved an
interesting case in which he
served as counsel for the Committee for Fair Play for Voters.
The Committee, which he
admits did not really exist
except for this suit, sued the
Democratic Party of New York
to get more delegates for Senator Eugene McCarthy at the
1968 Convention. After getting a temporary injunction,
he lost the case on its merits
but in the meantime the party
chose a few more McCarthy
supporters as delegates.
Married and the father of
a 2 year old boy, his wife is an
intern at Children's Hospital.
After only a few months,
Mr. Geitner likes teaching in
general and The College of
Law in particular. He thinks
the law school has a good faculty and a very congenial faculty compared to other law
schools. He also finds there
is less pressure and less coi:upetition than at Columbia,
which he considers both good
and bad for obvious reasons.
Mr. Geitner is currently
teaching Torts and Trial Practice and will probably be
teaching Criminal Law next
year. He also keeps busy as a
member of the Admissions
Committee of The College of
Law.

M.C.L. in French law, he
spent a year in France, studying at the University of Grenoble. He then joined the fac~
ulty of the law school at Haile
Sellassie I University, where
he was an Assistant Professor,
1964-69, and Assistant Dean,
1966-68.
At 0 .S.U., Mr. Kindred is
teaching Contracts and Family
Law I and II. Family Law I,
which replaces the traditional
Domestic Relations course,
deals with the problems of the
marriage relationship, while
Family Law II deals with the
problem of the child. Mr. Kindred believes that family law
is one of the interesting areas
of the law where a great deal
of reform is needed and a great
deal is taking place. He believes it is absurd to place barriers to the divorce of couples
who do not have children and
thinks that such a divorce
should be a simple administrative matter. Although he
admits that there are other
considerations when children
are involved, he claims that
"the law sets up a bunch of
basicly irrelevant material in
all divorce cases."
Mr. Kindred also has some
strong views about abortion
laws. He thinks that the present laws should be abolished
based on a twofold rationale.
First, they are a violation of
a person's right of privacy and
second,
they
discriminate
against the poor due to the
availability of illegal abortions
for people with money.
In his relatively short time
here, Mr. Kindred has come
to like both Columbus and
Ohio State very much. As far
as The College of Law is concerned, he feels that the faculty is excellent and that the
school presents a very relaxed
approach to academic problems in that everyone is intensely involved in something
but there is very little pressure.
-Nate Gordon.
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Michael Jon_ Kindred has
joined the faculty of The College of Law by way of Haile
Sellassie I University, Ethiopia,
and Professor Roland Stanger.
Mr. Kindred got to know Mr.
Stanger when both men were
teaching at the law school of
Haile Sellassie I University and
when he decided to return to
the United States, Ohio State
was the logical place to look.
Originally from Iowa, Mr.
Kindred received B.A., J.D.,
and M.C.L. degrees from the
University of Chicago. For his
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OHIO LEGAL
CENTER
INSTITUTE
The Ohio Legal Center Institute was incorporated as a
non-profit corporation in 1961
·with the Ohio State Bar Association, the Ohio State Bar
Association Foundation, and
The Ohio State University as
its three members. The primary purposes and objectives
of the corporation are expressed as "The design, promotion, and administration of
cooperative programs in legal
research, to the end of furtherance and betterment of ju tice
in Ohio and elsewhere; and
the development, promotion
and administration of cooperative programs for continuing
legal education and education
of the interested public in law
and related subjects."
The establishment of the
Legal Center concept represents the culmination of a long
standing dream of Frank R.
Strong, formerly dean of the
College of Law of The Ohio
State University and Charles
M. Zelkowitz, a practicing
lawyer in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.
Dean Strong was Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the
Ohio Legal Center Institute
from the time of its founding
to his move to the University
of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. Mr. Zelkowitz is Dean
Strong's immediate successor
and currently is Chairman of
the Board.

Research and
Continuing
Education
Of the two major purposes
of the Institute, basic legal research and continuing legal
education, the educational
phase has received the most
attention. Formalized post-admission legal education is not
a new concept within the profession. It has existed in some
form from the very earliest
time. Agencies devoted exclusively to developing and presenting such a program are
a relatively recent innovation,
the first having appeared some
thirty years ago.
The most striking feature of
continuing legal education is
the rapid rate of its development in the past few years. In
1958, there were only two
states which had established
programs with full-time administrators. By 1963, the
number of state administrators
had increased to twenty-four.
Today, that number stands at
thirty-five.
The Institute's creation is a
recognition of the responsibility of the organized Bar to
provide formal post-admission
education through the medium
of a professional full time staff.
The Institute has a heritage of
excellence in a long standing
series of continuing legal education programs presented by
the Ohio State Bar Association, the several local Bar Associations, and the nine Ohio
Law Schools and is the natural
outgrowth of these dedicated
and successful efforts.
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The Institute is unique tation is to make attendanrc
among its many counterparts more convenient by offering
in that it represents a merger the course \vithin a reasonable
of interest and effort by the geographic proximity of the
practicing Bar and the aca- · potential participant. :\nother
demic community in a com- purpose recognizes the fact
mon professional venture that the demands upon lawwithout being the adjunct of yers' time are greater than
either. The mandate of the ever, a fact which requires adInstitute is broad and basic, ditional offerings in order to
and its seeks to assist the prac- afford an opportunity to partitioner by providing him with ticipate. A third purpose is to
a course of study that comple- maintain an optinum class size.
ments and extends the concen- Lecturer-enrollee rapport ditrated course of study which minishes rapidly as the numpreceded his admission. Great- ber of enrollees increases.
er professional competency Basically, programs of very
and professional responsibility limited interest or those which
are the goals of continuing utilize a faculty which cannot
legal education in the fulfill- be reassembled are exceptions
ment of the professional ideal. to the multiple presentation
policy.
The success of the concept of
continuing legal education is
not directly attributable to
special organizations, full time
staffs, new techniques, promotions nor to any of the devices
that have been employed as the
The Institute has not been effort has grown in sophisticacreated to centralize continu- tion. Participation in the eduing legal education efforts nor cation program is simply
to replace the efforts of others. another aspect of professional
Rather, it has an obligation to commitment. The motivation
encourage activity in the fields for trading valuable billing
of research and education and hours out of a demanding
to help insure the greatest schedule for a few hours of
amount of opportunity within lecture, which will perhaps
the profession. The Legal Cen- provide a few bits of new inter is basically a concept, a formation or confirm some exsymbolic focal point of profes- isting ideas, comes from a comsional activity and an integral mitment that is basic to the
part of every other professional true lawyer. It is the same
entity.
drive which prompts an acWithin the educational pro- complished practitioner to asgram, the most popular cur- sume the onerous task of prerent medium is the short <:on- paring written materials and
ference offering concentrated delivering multiple lectures, all
coverage or detailed analysis at the cost of many valuable
of a fairly restricted area of hours of time, without any rethe law. The future will un- muneration other than the satdoubtedly see a variety of new isfaction that he has fulfilled
formats, the introduction of a professional obligation. The
new educational techniques, contribution, from both sides
and the application of those of the lectern, is quite submethods which have proved stantial and it witnesses one of
successful in other disciplines. the greatest strengths in the
The Institute seeks to present administration of justice.
a variety of subject matter in
order to reach as many interests within the Bar as possible.
but the curriculum is not limited to those topics which have
the greatest numerical drawing
Since the Institute's foundpower. Throughout the entire
program, the emphasis is upon ing, 21,700 registrants have
the educational value of the participated in its programs.
offerings and the economic Seventy-five percent of the
facets of the operational prob- practicing Bar of Ohio have
lems do not predominate. The attended one or more conBar has been most generous, ferences. Over 700 lawyers
not only in the individual sup- have acted as lecturers and
port of programs through par- authors for Institute conferticipation, but also in the ences. In addition to the laworganizational subsidization of yers, some 3000 legal secretarthe efforts to the end that the ies have attended "Law for
educational emphasis can be the Legal Secretary" which
has been presented by the Inmaintained.
Printed materials for the in- stitute over a two year period.
The research objective of the
dividual conferences arc included in a Reference M;,mual Institute has not been ignored
prepared by the lecturers espe- but, as a matter of economic
cially for that conference. The necessity, it has not received
format of the Reference Man- the emphasis given to continuuals has evoked from the ex- ing legal education. The priperience of eight years of oper- mary reason for this lack of
ation and represents a unique emphasis is the basic inability
contribution to legal literature. of research programs to be self
The individual topics repre- sustaining.
Since its founding, the Insent a unique sharing of experience, hard won by much stitute has engaged in several
effort, by lawyers who have major research works, includachieved a special competence ing the Juvenile Court Judges
Program starting in 1963 and
in the assigned area.
Many Institute programs the Lawyer Discipline project
are presented at multiple sites finished in 1967. The Ohio
throughout the state. One pur- Legal Center Institute initiated
pose of this method of presen- surveys in 1964 to determine

Focal Point
of Professional
Activity

27,000
Participants

the feasibility of automated
case law retrieval. Out of the
research efforts which followed, an operational system has
been eYolved and is now being
made available to the Bench
and Bar through OBAR, an
independent operating entity.
More recently, the Institute
has participated with the
Rules Advisory Committee of
the Ohio Judical Conference
in· the preparation of Rules of
Civil Procedure for presenta-
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tion to the Supreme Court of
Ohio. The Institute also has
sponsored research in the an•as
of "Delay in Litigation,''
"Adaptation of Management
Techniques to the Le gal
Profession," and "Procedural
Revisions." The Institute's participation in each of these research projects was made possible
only
by
financ :al
assistance from other sources,
primarily the Ohio State Bar
Association Foundation.

Alumni Elect New
Officers For 1970
The National Council of The College of Law held its
regular Fall meeting on the afternoon of November 7, 1969, in
the Law Building.
At that meeting officers of the Council were elected as follows:
Chairman- fr. Darold I. Greek
Vice Chairman-Justice C. William O'Neill
Secretary-Treasurer- Mr. Kenyon S. Campbell
Also at that meeting it was resolved to have an expand~:i
Executive Committee to be composed of the Chairman, th~
Vice Chairman and the Secretary of the National Council;
the President and the President-elect of the Law Alumni Association; the Dean of the College of Law and four ( 4) members at large to be appointed by the Council Chairman. The
appointments having been made by Chairman Greek, the
Executive Committee is now composed of the following members:
(Columbus)
(Columbus)
(Columbus)
(Ironton)
(Toledo)
(Columbus)
(Wash., D.C.)
(Cleveland)
(Columbus)
(Newark)

Darold I. Greek-Chairman rational Council
C. William O'Neill-Vice Chairman Natic:nal Council
Kenyon S. Campbell-Secretary .. ational
Council
Homer M. Edwards-President Law Alumni
Association
Alan B. Loop-President-Elect Law Alumni
Association
Ivan C. Rutledge-Dean of the College of
Law
William B. Devaney-at large
David R. Fullmer-at large
J. Paul McNamara-at large
J. Gilbert Reese-at large

Two new members of the Council were added. Mr. Alar
B. Loop automatically became a member by virtue of his
election as President-elect of the Law Alumni Association and
Mr. James E. Chapman, of Cleveland, Ohio, was elected to
membership.
On the evening of November 7, 1969, the Law Alumni
Reunion was held at the Ilonka Party House on East Broad
Street, Columbus, Ohio with 143 in attendance. At that dinner
the new officers of the Law Alumni Association were announced.
They are:
Mr. Alan B. Loop, President-elect
Mrs. Itharoar D. Weed (Sally L.), Secretary-Treasurer
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