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Staff Appreciation Luncheon offered food, 
conversation—and T-shirts 
 

 
The Libraries’ faculty, staff and 
student employees enjoyed good 
food, Graeter’s ice cream and 
games at the annual Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon, held  
May 13 at the Thompson Library 
and sponsored by the Friends of 
the Libraries. Staff members also 
picked up one of two t-shirts, 
created by the Pam McClung, the 
Libraries’ graphic designer, and 
given to staff in recognition of the 
service they provide. 
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Knowledge Bank Marks 10th Anniversary 
University Libraries’ Knowledge Bank (KB), which stores digital materials for long-term 
preservation and world-wide electronic accessibility, celebrated its 10th anniversary at its 
annual users group meeting on May 13.  Vice Provost and Director of Libraries Carol 
Diedrichs spoke to the group briefly.  Communities providing content to the KB include 
academic departments, administrative units, programs and interdisciplinary centers. 
 

 
 
Security requesting notifications of student 
workers off for the summer 
Security Manager Brent Lewis is asking that managers of student workers who have 
graduated or are gone for the summer notify him, so that the student’s access to 
buildings is removed.  Access will be re-activated this fall for returning workers.  If you 
have questions, please contact Brent, 292-5069.  

 
Engaged Librarian Forum May 15  
1-2:30 p.m., Thompson Library, Room 150 
More information about the forum: go.osu.edu/elf 
 
What are some interesting ways regional campus librarians are engaging with their 
faculty? Where are good opportunities for collaboration? How do regional campus 
faculty engage with Columbus? 
 
Come hear how librarians from Newark are collaborating with faculty to develop study 
abroad experiences which include an embedded librarian on their trips overseas; how 
special collections visits to Lima impacted the campus, local schools, and community; 
and how librarians are increasing student retention through library workshops. 
 
All of our regional librarians will share some of their engagement work with Columbus 
folks and lead discussion on ways we might collaborate in the future. We look forward to 
everyone's participation. 
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ARL Launches Web Accessibility Toolkit 
On the third annual Global Accessibility Awareness Day (#GAAD), a new resource for 
the ARL membership and the library community is being announced—a Web 
Accessibility Toolkit for research libraries. ARL’s toolkit shares the fundamental goal of 
GAAD, which is to “raise the profile” of digital accessibility and provide resources for 
improving access to information to “the broadest audience possible.” The toolkit aims to: 
 

• Promote the principles of accessibility, universal design, and digital inclusion. 
• Help research libraries achieve digital accessibility. 
• Connect research libraries with the tools, people, and examples they need to 

provide accessible digital content. 

The lead author on the Web Accessibility Toolkit was Molly Schwartz, a National Digital 
Stewardship Residency (NDSR) fellow who was in residence at ARL for six months in 
2013–2014. Please try out the toolkit at http://accessibility.arl.org/ and send comments 
or questions to accessibility@arl.org. 

 

In Conversation: Daniel Clowes and Hillary Chute 
Join Daniel Clowes and comics scholar Hillary Chute for a lively conversation about 
Clowes’s career – which includes such comics and graphic novels as Ghost World 
(1997), The Death-Ray (2011), and Wilson (2010) – and his role as a curator of Eye of 
the Cartoonist, on view at the Wexner Center for the Arts.  
 
The free presentation is Saturday, May 17, 7-8 p.m., at Mershon Auditorium, 1871 N. 
High St. 
 
Chute is a Neubauer Family Assistant Professor in the Department of English at the 
University of Chicago and author of Graphic Women:  Life Narrative and Contemporary 
Comics (2010) and Outside the Box:  Interviews with Contemporary Cartoonists (2014). 
Clowes is the subject of Modern Cartoonist:  The Art of Daniel Clowes, a career-
spanning survey, and of Eye of the Cartoonist:  Daniel Clowes’ Selections from Comics 
History, an exhibition of his influences, both on view at the Wexner Center from May 17 
– August 3, 2014. Come before the talk and see them for free as part of Art Museum 
Day, a nationwide initiative of the Association of Art Museum Directors. 

 
Staff Advisory Minutes Available 
The Staff Advisory Council’s April meeting minutes have been posted. You can find them 
here:  http://library.osu.edu/documents/staff-advisory-
council/2014minutes/2014%20April%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf 
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Seeking Award Nominations 
It’s that time of the year again to solicit nominations for both the Annual Research Award 
(for work completed/published in calendar year 2013) and the Distinguished Scholar 
Award. 
 
Annual Research Nomination Form: 
http://library.osu.edu/about/committees/committee-on-faculty-benefits-responsibilities-
and-research/forms/nomination-form-for-annual-research-excellence-award/ 
 
The University Libraries Annual Research Excellence Award honors a library faculty 
member for a single outstanding recent research publication or other evidence of 
scholarly effort. This includes but is not limited to a book, a book chapter, a peer-
reviewed journal article, a research-based website, a curated exhibit, as well as new 
forms of scholarly communication created or published within the previous three years. 
All library faculty, including HEA and regional campus faculty are eligible. The winner will 
have the choice of an honorarium or research grant of $500. Full requirements for this 
award are found here: http://library.osu.edu/about/committees/committee-on-faculty-
benefits-responsibilities-and-research/research/osul-annual-research-excellence-award/ 
 
Distinguished Scholar Nomination Form: 
http://library.osu.edu/about/committees/committee-on-faculty-benefits-responsibilities-
and-research/forms/nomination-form-for-distinguished-scholar-award/ 
 
The University Libraries Distinguished Scholar Award may be awarded to recognize 
exceptional scholarly accomplishments by a tenured OSU Libraries faculty member who 
has compiled a substantial body of research. All library faculty, including HEA and 
regional campus faculty are eligible. A research grant or an honorarium of $1,000 will be 
awarded to the recipient.  Full requirements for this award are found here: 
http://library.osu.edu/about/committees/committee-on-faculty-benefits-responsibilities-
and-research/research/osul-distinguished-scholar-award/ 
 
The deadlines for submission are May 30, 2014.  Questions to Meris Mandernach. 
 

The First Actresses: 1660-1930s  
Symposium hosted by the Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute and the 
Department of Theatre 
 
• Friday, May 23, 1 p.m., Thompson Library, 165 
• Saturday, May 24, 9 a.m., Drake Performance 

Center, 2038 
 

Arriving centuries late to the theatre profession, 
women have met with hostility, censorship, bans, and 
working conditions often well below those available to 
their male counterparts, not least of which was 
economic security much lower than that of actors. 
This symposium focuses on the actress with a view to 
promoting, identifying, and encouraging research and 
scholarly directions on the work and lives of actresses 
from the 17th through the early 20th centuries.   
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The keynote address will be given by with a keynote address by Sharon Marcus, 
Orlando Harriman Professor at Columbia University and first recipient of the Lawrence 
and Lee Theatre Research Institute Fellowship.  Presenters are faculty, independent 
scholars and graduate students coming from as far away as the U.K. and Australia, and 
as near as Ohio State, and represent multiple disciplines working on issues related to 
the symposium theme.  Accompanying the symposium will be a display of special 
collections on the Actress drawn from multiple collections of the Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute.   
 
Two productions, one newly created and the other a first restaging in one hundred years, 
will bring the actresses to life.  On Friday evening, May 23, the world premiere of Girl 
Made Good, based on the life and work of renowned vaudevillian and Columbus native 
Elsie Janis (1889-1956) will debut in the Bowen Theatre.  Created from the Institute’s 
Elsie Janis Collection and performed by Tory Matsos and directed by Maureen Ryan, 
Girl Made Good celebrates Janis’ Ohio roots and rise to international fame, while 
investigating what is authentic in a woman made famous for mirroring others.  Girl Made 
Good was commissioned by The Ohio State University Department of Theatre and 
University Libraries’ Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute.   
 
Addressing the centuries-long prohibition on women acting, The First Actress by 
Christopher St. John (Christabel Marshall) features one of the women purported to be 
the ‘first actress’ to take the role of Desdemona in Othello in 1661.  This short play from 
1911 Britain is a touchstone for the symposium as it addresses a range of issues: the 
prejudice against the women performing, their ‘natural’ inadequacies as artists in the 
public realm, and women’s agency in demanding access to both the public stage and the 
right to vote.  The First Actress will be performed on Saturday evening in the Bowen 
Theatre.   
 
The First Actresses: 1660-1930s symposium and accompanying productions are free 
and open to the public, and are sponsored by The Ohio State University’s Department of 
Theatre and University Libraries’ Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee Theatre 
Research Institute, with support from Arts and Humanities Research Grant, and the 
Women’s Place. For more information, please contact Nena Couch (Head, Thompson 
Library Special Collections, The Ohio State University Libraries) at couch.1@osu.edu 
and Lesley Ferris (Arts and Humanities Distinguished Professor of Theatre) 
at ferris.36@osu.edu. 
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Science Café: “Amazing Air: An Exploration of 
Pressure, Volume and Temperature” 
What happens to a marshmallow under vacuum? How much does the atmosphere 
weigh? How can you shrink a balloon with liquid nitrogen? Find the answers to these 
questions and many more in a presentation by a Chemistry demonstration expert from 
The Ohio State University! 

The speaker: Angie Miller, Chemistry Demonstration Lab Supervisor, has run OSU's 
Chemistry Demonstration lab since 2010, providing classroom chemistry demonstrations 
to thousands of undergraduates each semester. She and other members of the 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry present dozens of demonstrations to local 
schools, dorms, and on-campus groups every year. 

The program is Monday, June 9, 2 p.m., at the Old Worthington Library’s meeting room, 
820 High Street, Worthington. 

FMLA Centralization:  
Helping you care for yourself and your family 
When life circumstances make it difficult to meet your work responsibilities, you may find 
yourself taking Family and Medical Leave (FML). Ohio State is removing some of the 
pressure of that difficult time by centralizing the management of all FML events within 
the Office of Human Resources-Integrated Disability. Beginning June 2, 2014, University 
Libraries will have a dedicated leave administrator, Lindsey Jones, who will work with 
you through the entire process, from reviewing and approving your request, obtaining 
necessary documentation and tracking your FML balances. Your leave administrator will 
remain in contact with you, your supervisor and your department HR professional 
throughout the duration of your leave.  
 
Meet our new leave administrator and attend one of the information sessions held: 
  

• 9-9:45 a.m., Monday May 19, Room 150 Thompson Library 
• 3:15-4:30 p.m., Wednesday May 28, Room 122, Libraries Tech Center 

 
Supervisors are strongly encouraged to attend, all are welcome. For FML eligibility 
details, qualified events, and additional information, refer to the Family and Medical 
Leave Policy 6.05 http://hr.osu.edu/public/documents/policy/policy605.pdf  
 
Supervisor Workshop Series Scheduled 
OSUL HR is facilitating a series of workshops intended to assist new and newer 
supervisors in transitioning to OSU. Experienced supervisors are also encouraged to 
attend to share their knowledge and learn about good supervisory techniques.   
 
Our next workshop is scheduled Thursday, May 29, 8–9:30 a.m., in Room 150 of the 
Thompson Library. The workshop will include:  
 
Introductions to OSU Libraries Performance Management  

• Introductions 
• OSUL’s Performance Management History 

 7 

http://www.worthingtonlibraries.org/visit/locations/oldworthington
http://hr.osu.edu/public/documents/policy/policy605.pdf


• Overview of Performance Management Process 
• Timeline 
• Communication Skills and Coaching 
• Documentation/Goal Setting 

 
In addition, the Sexual Harassment Prevention Workshop will be held at the 
location/times. Students with supervisory responsibilities are also encouraged to attend 
this workshop.  
 

• 2-3 p.m., Wednesday, June 4, Room 150 Thompson Library 
• 3:30 -4:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 10, Room 122 Libraries Tech Center 

 
Please RSVP to Lauren Paulauskas, paulauskas.2@osu.edu,  if you plan on attending 
the workshops.   

 
Performance Management Draft Step 4 due  
July 1 
Draft Step 4 Performance Evaluations are due to AD’s by July 1, 2014. Forms and 
resources can be found online at https://portal.lib.ohio-
state.edu/intranet/display/Performanc. To learn more about providing feedback and 
honing communication skills that can assist in the Step 4 process, visit OSU’s Employee 
Assistance Program internet site at http://www.osuhealthplan.com/OhioStateEAP/, use 
the Click Here link, and then click on the Working link.   
 
 

 

Pelotonia featured training ride May 17 
Join Team Buckeye for one of its featured bicycle rides on Saturday, May 17. Riders 
launch at 8 a.m. from Bevelhymer Park (New Albany Parks & Recreation). Rider support 
provided by roll: bike shop. Two routes to choose from: 26 miles to Johnstown and 45 
miles to Granville via Johnstown. Details and registration on the Team Buckeye website: 
teambuckeye.osu.edu. 
 
You can register for Pelotonia as a rider, virtual rider or volunteer. Once you register, 
make sure you connect yourself and your peloton to Team Buckeye. Check out the 
revamped Team Buckeye website.  
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Congratulations! 
 
 
Kathryn Beach, co-chair of the Libraries’ Campus 
Campaign, was recognized by the university’s Campus 
Campaign organization with an Ambassador 
Leadership award for her “extraordinary achievements, 
going above and beyond to enthusiastically lead and 
inspire, playing a vital role in the success of the 
campaign.”  Kathryn has served in a leadership role for 
the Libraries’ campaign since 2009; the Libraries’ 
participation rate has increased from 48% to 62% 
during that time. 
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Thank You! 
Thanks to all who helped make Study Break Spot and Pause 4 Paws a success.  In 
support of students studying for finals, the Libraries offered Study Break Spots in 
Thompson, 18th Avenue, and Geology Libraries, April 22-27. We also offered therapy 
dog visits in the Thompson and 18th Avenue Libraries, encouraging students to Pause 4 
Paws, on selected dates and times. Those students who completed feedback forms 
overwhelmingly reported that this program helped them to manage the stress of finals, 
especially the animal visits. 3,879 individuals engaged with the therapy dogs in the 24 
hours of visits offered in the Thompson Library—more than twice as many as 
participated last year (1,789) in 14 hours. 
 
Thanks to all who helped make it happen!  The dog owners, members of the 4H Wonder 
Dog Club, and Therapy Dogs International, who donated their time; Blake Marble and 
his student assistants from the Student Wellness Center, our partner on this program; 
and the many library faculty and staff who helped in both big and small ways. It was very 
much appreciated by the students – as stated by one student who extended the highest 
rating on the survey to a new level entitled, “bananas”! 
 

Study Break Spot and Pause 4 Paws Pictures 

 

 

 

 

Students and dogs at the 18th 
Avenue Library 
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Games at 18th Avenue 

 

 

 

 

Students in the  
Geology Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pause 4 Paws dog at Thompson 
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To build a diverse workforce Ohio State encourages applications 
from individuals with disabilities, minorities, veterans and women. 

EEO/AA employer 
 

 
Job Openings 

 

 
Human Resources Generalist 
Under direction of the Human Resource Manager, works as a key member of the 
Libraries Human Resource Team to  assist in continuous improvement of the HR 
function; perform workforce planning, selection and recruitment, orientation, onboarding 
and exit processing, designing and delivering training, assist in managing the 
performance management process, employee relations, and supervision activities; assist 
Human Resources Manager and leadership with organizational development efforts 
which further the Libraries strategic plan; act as a resource for Human Resource related 
policies and procedures; provides distinguished customer service; ensure timely, 
efficient and accurate execution of actions and activities; resolve and follow up with 
problems; suggest and implements best practice techniques; assure compliance with 
law, policies and procedures; complete and assure proper retention of documentation; 
supply reports and statistics; serve as liaison among Library departments, Office of 
Academic Affairs and Office of Human Resources; University Libraries employ 
approximately 70 faculty, 170 staff and 470 student employees in 13 locations across 
the Columbus campus to meet the diverse and changing information needs of the 
University's students, faculty, and staff, and to participate in resource sharing programs 
throughout Ohio and the world.  
 
Target Hiring Range: $50,000.00 - $60,000.00/annually. Job Opening Number: 
381825. For additional information and to apply, please visit the personnel 
postings at https://www.jobsatosu.com/ by 05/18/2014.  
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Exploring Calvin and Hobbes 
March 22-August 3 
Robinson Gallery 
Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum, Sullivant Hall, 1813 N. High St.  
Hours:  Tuesday-Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 
 
Exploring Calvin and Hobbes revisits the beloved comic strip created by Bill Watterson 
from 1985-1995. The exhibition will feature original Calvin and Hobbes dailies and 
Sundays as well as specialty pieces by Watterson from his collection of more than 3,000 
originals housed at the BICLM. This is only the second exhibition devoted to Calvin and 
Hobbes, which appeared in 2,400 newspapers worldwide at the height of its popularity. 
Watterson won the National Cartoonists Society’s prestigious Reuben Award for 
“Outstanding Cartoonist of the Year” in both 1986 and 1988. 
 
The Irresistible Force meets the Immovable Object:  
A Richard Thompson Retrospective 
March 22-August 3 
Friends of the Libraries Gallery 
Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum, Sullivant Hall, 1813 N. High St. 
Hours:  Tuesday-Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 
 
Richard Thompson, the 2011 winner of the Reuben Award for “Outstanding Cartoonist of 
the Year,” is featured in the exhibition, The Irresistible Force Meets the Immovable 
Object: A Richard Thompson Retrospective. This exhibit includes gorgeously hand-
watercolored Sunday originals and black-and-white dailies from Thompson’s popular 
comic strip Cul de Sac, but will celebrate his lesser-known abilities as a master of 
caricature, gags, and editorial cartoons— both as cartoonist and painter. 
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