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Reiteration of Open Access plan and 
policies for The Ohio Journal of Science

By unanimous vote on December 17, 2012, the 
Executive Committee of The Ohio Academy of 

Science approved moving The Ohio Journal of Science to a 
hybrid model: Rapid publication, Open Access online articles 
plus an annual, single printed volume and an April Annual 
Meeting Program Abstracts issue in print and online.

According to Suber (2004):

“Open-access (OA) literature is digital, online, free 
of charge, and free of most copyright and licensing 
restrictions. What makes it possible are the internet 
and the consent of the author or copyright-holder. 
In most fields, scholarly journals do not pay authors, 
who can therefore consent to OA without losing 
revenue. In this respect, scholars and scientists are 
very differently situated from most musicians and 
moviemakers, and controversies about OA to music 
and movies do not carry over to research literature. 
OA is entirely compatible with peer review, and all 
the major OA initiatives for scientific and scholarly 
literature insist on its importance. Just as authors of 
journal articles donate their labor, so do most journal 
editors and referees participating in peer review.”

In brief, this plan recommends the following to begin 
immediately for The Ohio Journal of Science:

•	 Continue the Journal as a peer-reviewed, refereed 
article, multidisciplinary international publication. 
The goal is to publish—as rapidly as possible—
original contributions to education, science, 
engineering, technology, or their applications.

•	 The Journal will consider solicited Book Reviews and 
Research Reviews, and unsolicited Brief Notes and 
Research Reports.

•	 Publish articles in Adobe PDF format online as soon 
as they are approved in page form.

•	 Publish a single, annual printed volume that would 
accumulate articles previously published online in the 
past 11 months.

•	 Publish a printed Annual Meeting Program Abstracts 
issue and post immediately on-line as has been the practice.

•	 Accept full color illustrations in the Open Access 
online version of the Journal but convert to B&W for 
the print version unless authors pay for full color costs 
in the print version.

•	 Increase the page charges from the current rate 
of $85/page ($120 for non-members) to $100/
page ($200 for non-members). Grandfather in 
with the old fee any manuscripts currently in 
review. We have not increased rates in many years; 
the new rates are substantially below most Open 
Access journals. See http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/
scholarlycommunication/pdfs/oa_fees.pdf .

•	 Retain the on-line layout/format essentially the same, 
with some adjustments in type size and style for 
improved, on-line viewing.

•	 Retain copyright (except for government authors) to 
articles but allow author posting and self-archiving, 
reprinting, and liberal reprinting without fee for 
non-commercial purposes and with permission of the 
Journal Editor.

•	 Lift what has been a two-year embargo on the deposit 
of the Journal for worldwide access on Knowledge 
Bank at The Ohio State Universities Libraries. 
See https://kb.osu.edu/dspace/handle/1811/686 . 
Individual articles would be transferred to Knowledge 
Bank the same day that they go online, thus exposing 
the articles almost immediately to Google Scholar® 
and to other worldwide databases, archives and 
search engines such as those at Thompson-Reuters. 
Knowledge Bank archives—in full keyword 
searchable format—Adobe PDF files for all Journal 
articles for the past 112 years.

•	 The new Journal will be full Open Access without 
password permission. 

Links to online directories of 
Open Access journals:

•	 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): Lists 
more than 3000 journals available as open access. 
Accessed 14 January 2013 http://www.doaj.org/ 

•	 Directory of Open Access and Hybrid Journals: Each 
title listed in the directory indicates whether the 
publisher allows authors to pay a publication fee to 
make an article immediately available. Accessed 14 
January 2013 http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=subject
&cpid=20&hybrid=1 

•	 SHERPA/RoMEO: This directory lists publisher 
copyright and self-archiving policies. Listings also 
indicate whether the publisher has a "paid access" 
option with direct links to the specific publisher 
policies on paid access. Accessed 14 January 2013 
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 
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