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Ladies and gentlemen of the ASO, 

Throughout the years so many people have given so much of them
selves to make The Archaeological Society of Ohio the largest and 
strongest society in the United States. Ask yourself, ""Do I care what 
happens to the ASO?" During the November 13 ASO show and meeting, 
when the business meeting was announced to begin at 12:30 p.m., I, as 
your President, after everyone was seated, called the meeting to order at 
12:40 p.m. All the officers were in attendance, with the exception of four 
and all were absent for good reasons and were excused. There was a 
great lack of attendance by the general membership and this shows poor 
judgment. And yes, I understand it is sometimes difficult during the meet
ings to leave displays unattended, so ask a friend to watch over them 
while you attend the meeting. The subject matters that are discussed at 
the business meetings concern all of us. Your point of view is important 
and we want to hear it. There may come a day when you find yourself 
saying, I should have done this, I should have done that. Should haves 
just don't get things done in this world we live in today. 

Lurking in the shadows of life are groups of people that would enjoy 
seeing this society falter. I have been taught to protect what we have 
today so many can enjoy it tomorrow. I say this to you, become more 
involved in the matters of the ASO. We need your support. Every vote 
that is given for the candidates that are running for office this coming 
election is important. When receiving a ballot, don't put it off to the side 
and say to yourself, I'll get to it later. Send it in right away. If in doubt, talk 
it over with a fellow member or if a member of a chapter, bring up the 
topic Candidate Profile at a meeting for discussion. Your vote matters to 
all of us, especially to you. Choose wisely and try to attend the business 
meetings. 

On the lighter side, I wish to congratulate all the winners of the table 
displays of Hopewell artifacts, site displays and personal find displays, 
along with the field find winners. Good luck in the finals. Thank you. 

God bless and take care. 

Respectfully yours, 

John M. Mocic, President 
The Archaeological Society 
of Ohio 

Front Cover: 

A montage of Hopewell points and blades. Shown are some of the variations of points and blades from the famous Ohio 

Hopewell culture. All pieces are from Ohio. Point top left is 4V2 inches long. 
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THE ART OF ADENA CACHE BLADES 
by 

Richard Sisson 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Leaf-shaped Adena cache blades have 
attracted the eye of collectors of the art of 
ancient North America since the nineteenth 
century. Given the beauty of the material 
from which they were crafted and the fine
ness of the artistry displayed, they were no 
doubt important in the eyes of their makers 
and their community as well. While at the 
outset referred to as leaf blades or ceremo
nial blades, their present name derives 
from William C. Mills' discovery of a deposit 
of e leven such beaut i fu l and ski l l ful ly 
crafted blades in his excavation of the 
Adena mound near Chil l icothe, Ohio in 
1901 (Mills, 1902:469-70). For well over a 
half-century these attractive forms, fash
ioned mostly from beautiful and sometimes 
highly colorful fl int from Flint Ridge in 
Licking County, Ohio, have constituted a 
core diagnostic trait of Adena art and mate
rial culture (Greenman, 1932; and Webb 
and Snow, 1945, 1974). They have been 
found in various contexts ranging from iso
lated surface finds, to mounds, to substan
tial caches far removed from major Adena 
ceremonial and habitation sites. While dis
play of single examples was the norm in 
early archaeological publications, as the 
twentieth century moved toward midpoint 
publications concerning the excavation of 
Adena mounds in the Ohio Valley and its 
tributaries consistently reported discovery 
of single items as well as small caches of 
leaf blades (Webb and Snow, 1945 and 
1974; Webb and Baby, 1957; and Dragoo, 
1963). For whatever reason during that 
t ime, however, reports of large caches 
found in places removed from centers of 
Adena society are infrequent and rudimen
tary, though those reported include a cache 
found in Ashland Co., Ohio (Hill, 1875:364-
66); an interesting cache of 197 found just 
west of Akron, Ohio in 1879 (Peet, 1879-
80:48); another reported in the Thomas W. 
Kinney of Por tsmouth , Oh io (Read , 
1888:9); and a cache of 251 colorful blades 
found near Oak Shade, in Fulton Co., Ohio 
in the early 20th century (Hooks, 2005). 
Early commentary suggests such caches 
were found in swampy areas or close to 
lakes and streams. 

Reports of the discovery of large caches 
of Adena leaf blades, however, are a partic
ular phenomenon of the second half of the 
twentieth century, and are the consequence 
of two important trends. The first was the 
draining of wetlands, bogs, and swamps for 
agricultural purposes in areas such as 
Northern Ohio, and the engineering and 
production of farm machinery after World 
War II that enabled farmers to plow their 
fields more deeply than had previously been 

the norm. The second was a broad expan
sion of interest in the art of the ancient Mid
west and the founding and growth of major 
state archaeological journals from the 
second quarter of the twentieth century. 
There was greater public interest, a growing 
community of discerning collectors, and 
there were expanded forums for reporting, 
studying, and discussing discoveries as 
forms of art as well as important contribu
tions to the documentation of our ancient 
past. Since midcentury a number of signifi
cant such discoveries have been reported 
and their objects portrayed, and observa
tions of their elegance of form and work
mansh ip and beauty of compos i t ion 
commonly made (Converse, 2003: 179-85). 
An instructive summary of these discoveries 
is set forth in an important essay by 
Holzapfel (1996a:30-37). Most of these 
caches, however, have not remained intact. 

The Adena cache featured here was like
wise dispersed, but within the last decade 
has become once again largely intact. As 
reported by Beckman (1996), this cache of 
colorful Flint Ridge ceremonia l Adena 
blades was found mostly between 1968 
and 1978 in a 200 acre field on the William 
Smith farm located in Henry County, Ohio. 
Additional pieces have been found and 
secured since, some as recently as 1997. 
As in the case of other notable caches 
found in Northern Ohio, such as the Lukens 
Cache (Converse, 1984:20,27; Prufer, 
Seeman, and Mensforth, 1984:19-31; and 
Holzapfel, 1996b:14-17) and the Valentine 
Cache (Bush, 1979:21-24) , the Smith 
Cache was found on land that was under 
water until the Black Swamp, of which this 
area was a part, was successfully drained 
for farming in the early twentieth century. 

It has been estimated that the Smith 
Cache may have totaled between 150 and 
200 blades when initially deposited in that 
glacial lake some 2000 years ago. Of 
these, 137 now rest in a single collection, 
92 of which are pictured in the accompa
nying photographs. An additional fifteen 
blades are 85 percent or more intact while 
another twenty-three pieces are sufficiently 
complete to permit a reasonable approxi
mation of their original dimensions. Seven 
other pieces resist reasonable estimate. 
Those with minor damage were restored in 
the 1990s, whi le several others found 
broken were simply glued together. 

Of the blades pictured, five are over 
seven inches in length, one being over 
eight inches while two are just under eight. 
Twelve blades measure between five and 
seven inches. The overall proportional dis
tribution is as follows: 7 inches + = 5%; 5-7 

inches 15%; 4-5 inches = 20%; 3-4 inches 
= 57%; and 2-3 inches = 3%. This distribu
tion approximates that when combined with 
the additional pieces referenced above. 

Interestingly, the relationship between 
length and width yields a general bimodal 
distribution of form. The greater the length 
comparison, while the shorter the piece 
the greater the w id th in compar i son , 
although there are some outliers. Varia
tion is particularly pronounced, however, 
among blades measuring four and a half 
to six inches. The distribution thus yields 
two general types and two discernible 
subtypes. The forms are quite similar to 
those presented for the Lukens and the 
Valentine Caches (Holzapfel, 1996b:Fig. 
2; and Bush, 1979:23). 

The blades in the cache are visually 
attractive in terms of their form, quality of 
sculpting, and beauty of material. They are 
finely chipped, with the larger blades being 
particularly thin given their length and lat
eral d imensions. Blades appear to be 
unused, unlike those reported from many 
mound contexts , but as reported with 
respect to the Lukens Cache, specimens in 
many cases appear to have been polished 
on the ridges on both obverse and reverse 
that necessarily resulted from manufacture. 

As the accompanying images suggest, 
almost all pieces are crafted from colorful 
Flint Ridge f l int w i th the p ieces in 
numerous cases constituting a veritable 
festival of color. While background colors 
are principally beige, light tan, and bluish 
gray, the primary colors are distributed in 
the following rough approximations: Yellow, 
Gold and Orange, 55%; Purple, 45%; Rust 
and Brown, 40%; Blues, 30%; Red and 
Pink, 25%, and Green, 10%. Many of the 
specimens are also characterized by strik
ingly colorful veining, while approximately 
40% are accented by quartz inclusions. 
This wealth of objects so artistically cre
ated by the elementary employment with 
exceptional skill of rock on rock and antler 
and bone on stone and deposited in a pre
historic lake in what is now Henry County, 
Ohio over two millennia ago included some 
of the most colorful material that Flint 
Ridge had to offer. 

The meaning of the grouping and place
ment of cache blades by the Adena people 
is, in the end, left to our own anachronistic 
surmise. But it is reasonable to assume, as 
in our own time, that artistic masters in an 
earlier age were selective in their use of 
time and the purpose to which they invested 
it. It is also reasonable to assume that 
ancient artists were sensitive and respon
sive to what was valued and what was 
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imbued with beauty both by themselves as 
artists and by members of their community, 
and that they sought and acquired material 
and fashioned products accordingly. It is no 
less reasonable to assume that those things 
made by the hands of ancient masters and 
perceived as beautiful in our own time were 
perceived no less so in the time that they 
were created, admired, perhaps venerated, 
and sometimes used. 
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Figure 1 (Sisson) Large Adena Blades from the Smith Cache. The upper left measures 8V< inches, the upper middle measures T/. inches. 
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THREE OHIO BOATSTONES 

In the accompanying plate are three 
boatstones from my collection. Boatstones 
are among the rarer prehistoric objects 
found in Ohio. Viewed from the top, they 
are elongated rectangular objects with two 
holes drilled from the bottom which leave 
openings of about % of an inch in diameter. 
From the side they are highest in the center 
and slope to a thin edge at each end. 
Some are smoothly arched from end to 
end while others are slightly angular. 

by 
Rick Waibel 

6715 Fletcher Chapel Rd. 
South Charleston, Ohio 45368 

They can be made of any fine stone 
with most being of banded slate. Some 
are of gneiss, granite, quartzite or other 
hardstone. They are usually about three 
to four inches long and an inch wide. The 
bottom is scooped or hollowed out and 
often displays the marks of the tool which 
did the work. Others are simply flat on 
the bottom. Conical holes, drilled from 
the bottom and set about an inch from 
each end are normal. 

In the photographs are three Ohio 
specimens. Top left and bottom right is 
made of granitic-gneiss and was found 
near Waverly, Pike County, Ohio, It is 4% 
inches long. Bottom left and top right is 
made from banded slate and is from 
Ohio. Center in each plate is made of 
gneiss and was found northwest of 
Greenville, near the Indiana line in Darke 
County, Ohio. 

Figure 4 (Waibel) Top and side views of three boatstones. 
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THREE SLATE ATLATL WEIGHTS 

The three artifacts shown in Figure 1 
were all found on a farm in Knox 
Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, and 
sold at a farm auction to a friend of mine. I 
later obtained them for my collection. They 
include an ellipsoidal bar weight, a pris-
moidal banner and a flat bar weight. All are 

by 
Dean Crnkovich 

121 Birnesser Drive 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

from the Archaic period and came from the 
same farm but whether they are contem
porary is unknown. 

The three-inch center bannerstone is 
interesting. It has approximately forty-
eight tally marks around its circumference, 
each delicately incised and about % inch 

apart. The Archaic craftsman who made it 
ground the banner so that the banding in 
the slate coincides almost exactly with the 
contours of the piece leaving an appealing 
V-shaped design on the dorsal ridge. 

Figure 1 (Crnkovich) Three fine slate atlatl weights from Columbiana County, Ohio. 
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CACHE BLADES FROM STARK COUNTY 

When my father, Richard Stambaugh of 
Canton, Ohio, saw a large "arrowhead" a 
hunting friend had found in late 
November, 1968, he realized it was an 
important find. He identified it as prob
ably being an Adena or Hopewell cache 
blade. Knowing of my father's interest in 
archaeology, his friend gave him the 
blade and told him where he had found it. 

On December 8th of that year Dad and 
my younger brother Jim visited the site and 
found a large broken cache blade and six 
intact small blades. All the blades were 
made of Flint Ridge flint. The blades, 
including the one found by his friend, 
ranged in size from 6 to 10 inches in length. 

My father contacted the owner of the 
site, which was in Plain Township, Stark 
County, and showed him the blades and 
told him of their rarity. The landowner, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, gave him 
permission to hunt and to keep what he 
found. How the blades came to be at this 
site is an interesting story. The field was 
located near a bend in Middlebranch Creek 
which runs into Nimishillen Creek, a tribu
tary of the Tuscarawas River. A gravel com
pany located nearby had earlier removed a 
layer of top soil from the field but under an 
agreement with the owner agreed to 
replace it and had spread a new layer 
taken from the creek bank a short distance 
away. This apparently was the source of 
the blades, several of which were probably 
broken when moved. 

by 
Bruce Stambaugh 

6973 County Rd. 201 
Millersburg, Ohio 

Family members continued to hunt the 
site over the years. In July 1969 I was 
hunting the site and, tired of walking, I 
probed the ground with a screwdriver I 
brought with me. After a few frustrating 
probes, I heard a recognizable clank, and 
pried out a nine-inch blade which perfectly 
matched the flint and color of the other 
blades. When my father visited the site in 
August the site had been plowed and he 
found two whole blades and half of 
another. The next visit yielded three whole 
blades and two broken pieces. After late 
summer rains, sixteen whole blades and 
several broken pieces some of which fitted 
previously found blades were found. We 
continued to hunt the site and my brother 
found a piece that matched two other 

broken pieces. For example, my father 
found a piece in 1989 that matched a frag
ment he had collected in 1969 - making a 
four inch blade. Unfortunately, the gravel 
operator began removing sand and gravel 
that year and totally destroyed the site. 

Dr. Orrin Shane, of Kent State Univer
sity, visited the site with my father in the 
spring of 1969. He estimated that the 
original cache may have contained as 
many as 300 blades which he believed to 
be of Hopewell origin. (Editor's note: the 
blades are probably Adena). 

In total my father has 79 blades, 
including 40 complete examples. He also 
has several fragments of blades which 
are not of sufficient size to identify them 
as part of the cache. 
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Figure 3 (Stambaugh) Both parts of broken blade. 
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TWO RED OCHER CULTURE KNIVES 

These two Red Ocher kn ives were 
originally access ioned by the Wister i -
ahurst Museum in Massachusetts. Each 
is made of Indiana hornstone, or Wyan
do t te cher t , the largest be ing nearly 
eleven inches long. 

by 
Gilbert Cooper 

Winchester, Ohio 

As is t y p i c a l of such kn i ves , t h e 
"handle" or narrow end terminates in a 
knob made of the outer crust of the flint 
nodule from which they were fashioned. 

The Red Ocher culture is a phenom
enon of the Late Archaic period and prac

t i ca l l y all the i r f l in t w o r k is made of 
Indiana hornstone. 

A l t hough these were in th is smal l 
museum for many years, there is no prove
nience of origin. Presumably, they came 
from somewhere in the Ohio River Valley. 

Figure 1 (Cooper) 
Two Red Ocher 
culture knives -
largest 11 inches 
and smaller one 
8V? inches. 
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TWO EXAMPLES OF AN UNUSUAL FLAKE TOOL 
FROM PORTAGE COUNTY, OHIO 

by 
Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Rd. 

Stow, Ohio 44224 
Judging by the photos, the speci
mens are more or less bifacial. The 
spurs are prominent, and are not 
unlike barbs on Archaic projectile 
points. Their remarkable similarity 
suggests that they had a common 
origin, that is to say, they were 
derived from the same point/biface 
type. I sincerely doubt that they 
belong to any phase of the Fluted 
Point Tradition. 
It is curious that two examples of such 

an unusual tool were found within a fairly 
close proximity to one another, and 
tempting to consider a connection of clan 
or culture. 

I have to admit that I love prehistoric 
tools. Some kinds are big and ugly. 
Others are as steeply worn and banged 
up as the screwdrivers in my garage. Still 
others are so thin and delicate, that I can 
only imagine them held in the fingertips of 
a lady. 

At first glance, the two remarkably sim
ilar artifacts pictured in figures 1-4 might 
appear to be a couple of broken points. A 
closer study, however, reveals a tool, a 
purposefully made combination tool -
perhaps, as the finder believes, a tool that 
may have had some specialized use. 

Both of the flake tools were found by 
ASO member Jeff Adams in fields that are 
less than 20 miles apart in Portage 
County, Ohio. The smaller piece (on the 
left in figures 1 & 2) was found in Deer-
field Township. It is made of a dark upper 
mercer flint and measures about 1 inch 
across. The larger (right) was found in 
Shalersville Township, measures approxi
mately 1.25 inches across, and is made 
of a lesser quality black upper mercer flint 
- possibly a local variety found near 
Ravenna. 

The pieces have almost a pinwheel-like 
outline. Both are bi-faced. Both have 
some retouch on three cutting edges. 
Both have a projecting awl-like spike or 
punch that appears to have been worn 
and re-tipped. Both also have a curved 
"barb-like" projection (a graver or spoke 
shave, possibly) seen on the left side of 
each tool in figures 1 & 2. 

Their remarkable similarity - in size, 
shape, material, and cutting edges, as 
well as their close provenance begs 
question of their purpose and their origin. 

Adams believes the tools had some 
special purpose. Indeed, when holding 
one in your hand, it's easy to speculate 
that they might be used for some pur
pose that required detailed work - per
haps with multiple tasks, where the user 
could quickly and easily rotate the blade 
in his or her fingers. They may have been 
used for some fine and detailed work 
such as sewing or tattooing. Whatever 
that purpose was, both tools appear quite 
worn. 

While there may be some resemblance 
to paleo and piano period flake tools, 
such as end scrapers pictured in R. M. 
Gramly's Guide to Palaeo-lndian Artifacts 
of North America, the two examples are 
bifaced — and not uniface. I sent some of 
the photographs to Gramly and asked 
him for an opinion. He commented that 
the tools were probably not part of the 
Paleo Tradition, but were more likely 
made in the Archaic Period: 

In any event, tools such as these two 
examples are fascinating in themselves. 
They represent the skill and ingenuity of 
the prehistoric craftsmen who made 
them, as well as an ability to plan, visu
alize and fabricate something practical to 
fill a specific need. 

Much thanks to Jeff Adams for sharing 
these interesting and unusual finds, and 
to R. M. Gramly for taking the time to 
comment on them. 

Figures 1 & 2 (Rusnak) Reverse and obverse of Figures 3 & 4 (Rusnak) Reverse and obverse of 
Portage County flake tools. flake tool from a different angle. 
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Figure 5 (Rusnak) Black line drawing of tools. 
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PLUMMETS 
by 

Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

The artifact we call a plummet takes its 
name from the resemblance to the 
modem plumb bob. The plumb bob, sus
pended from a cord (Fig. 1), is used in the 
building industry as a simple device to 
establish a perpendicular line. A plumb 
bob is also suspended from a surveyor's 
transit to mark the exact point from which 
a survey is being made. Like the modern 
plumb bob made of iron, many plummets 
are made of hematite, a heavy iron min
eral. Plummets are also somewhat 
pointed on the lower end similar to plumb 
bobs. 

While the resemblance of prehistoric 
plummets to modem plumb bobs is inter
esting, it is unlikely that, for a number of 
reasons, the plummet of prehistory was 
employed in construction or surveying. 
The plumb bob has a hole in its center to 
accommodate a line or cord that allows it 
to point straight down, while the plummet 
usually has a groove around its upper cir
cumference. This groove, however, is 
often minute and shallow and would 
hardly accommodate a thread let alone 
allow the plummet to hang perpendicu
larly. 

Some plummets are un-grooved but 
seem to be otherwise completely fin
ished. There are rare examples with a 
small hole drilled near the narrow end. 

Plummets may be made from almost 
any kind of stone, but a large majority are 

fashioned of hematite. Rarer examples 
can be made of granite, banded slate, 
gneiss, porphyry, quartzite or any colorful 
stone. The third plummet in Fig. 2 is 
made of fluorite, a rare stone seldom 
found out of its southern Illinois-northern 
Kentucky area of origin. 

In Fig. 3 are several Fort Ancient plum
mets. While these are not unusual on 
southern Ohio Fort Ancient sites, they are 
extremely rare elsewhere in the state. 
Fort Ancient plummets differ markedly 
from their tear-drop shaped counterparts. 
They are more oblong, dome-shaped, or 
rounded-elongate. On most of them the 
groove is little more than a shallow 
depression while others have a thin 
groove haphazardly cut into the center. 
For suspension, grooves appear to be 
poorly designed and placed. Hematite 
examples are not uncommon but they 
may be made of any kind of non-colorful 
stone. In total, Fort Ancient plummets 

seem to be clumsy and poorly shaped 
compared to the normal plummet and 
could not, it seems, have been well sus
pended as tools or ornaments. 

The idea that plummets served as 
bolas stones has been proposed by 
many theorists. However, most plummets 
are so finely finished and obviously 
required a lot of time to manufacture, that 
it seems logical to conclude that such an 
expenditure of time and colorful material 
would not be too sensible simply to fabri
cate stones which were going to be 
thrown and probably lost or damaged. 
Since many plummets are on the small 
side it is doubtful whether they could be 
thrown any more than a short distance. 
As mentioned before, the grooves in 
nearly all plummets would only accom
modate a cord the size of a thread. 

As with almost all prehistoric artifacts, 
how these rare and strange plummets 
were used is a total mystery. 

Figure 2 (Converse) Four plummets. The first is an unusual barrel-shaped type while the other three 
are the familiar tear-drop shaped variety. Third example is made of fluorite and was found near 
Rosiclare, Illinois. Others are from Ohio. 

Figure 1 (Converse) Drawing of a modern 
plumb bob. 

Figure 3 (Converse) Nine Fort Ancient plummets. Examples 2 and 4 in top row are of 
hematite, others are of granite, diorite and quartzite. All from the Dr. Meuser collection. 
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A STEATITE OBTUSE ANGLE PIPE FROM IOWA 

This black steatite pipe was found in 
the spring of 1997 on the Laws farm 
below the Louisville cemetery in Van 
Buren County, Iowa, by Harley Stone. It is 
4% inches long with a 1 inch bowl circum-

by 
Dale and Betty Roberts 

205 Hickory 
Mt. Sterling, IA 52573 

ference. The site of the find was once an 
1800s trading post and many trade 
beads have been found there. In fact so 
many beads have been found that the 
site is popularly called the "bead field." It 

is located on the Des Moines River which 
is a tributary of the Mississippi and may 
explain the occurrence of a steatite pipe 
so far from the source of its raw material. 

Figure 1 (Roberts) Two views of elbow pipe. Figure 2 (Roberts) View of pipe bowl. 

PROGRAM FOR JANUARY MEETING 

At the January meeting of the ASO, Society Trustee John C. "Chris" Rummell will speak on the Hopewell culture. The title of his talk 
is "Living Well in the Burbs: Exotic Hopewell Art Outside of the Ceremonial Centers." This talk will be a well-illustrated program on 
Hopewell that you won't want to miss. 
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SOME FINE OHIO FLINT 
by 

Chris Balazs 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

Shown are some interesting Ohio artifacts from my collection. 

Figure 3 (Balazs) Ohio 
Fluted Point. Found in 
Holmes County, Ohio in 
the early 1900s. 
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A FAIRFIELD COUNTY COLLECTION 

Over the years a small collection was 
acquired on a farm in Fairfield County, 
Ohio. It consists of a few stone pieces and 
a large number of whole and broken flint 
artifacts. Most are from the Archaic (8000 -
1000 BC), with a scattering of points and 
blades from other time-periods. 

The farm itself, with part deeded to the 
family ancestors in 1845, today consists 
of 1571/2 acres. While there are no streams 
on the property, there are several wet-
weather springs that may have been year-
round in prehistoric times. Also, the land 
is located within a few miles of Buckeye 
Lake, once known as the Great Swamp 
and an area rich in prehistoric sites. 

Most of the flint in the collection consists 
of various grades and colors of Upper 
Mercer, with some Flint Ridge, Delaware 
County, and some unknown material. One 
of the best pieces is a Paleo crescent 
blade, which the current farm owners 
found in a smokehouse. It was probably 

Figure 3 (Hothem) Paleo crescent blade, mixed 
Upper Mercer with lightning line, size 1% x 5% 
inches. The long, slightly incurved working edge 
is slightly beveled from resharpening. This is the 
artifact that was found in the farm smokehouse. 
Fairfield County. 

Figure 6 (Hothem) Two hardstone artifacts. Left, 
small 3/4 groove axe, tan hardstone, 3 inches 
high. Right, 3/4 groove hammerstone, speckled 
hardstone, rounded, high polish. Fairfield County. 

by 
Lar Hothem, Lancaster, Ohio 

used to scrape hogs during butchering 
time, and fortunately suffered no damage. 

As a side note, two other crescent 
knives have been found within half a 
dozen miles west of the farm. A smaller 
and a larger example were sold at a farm 
auction about 15 years ago, and both 
were made of Flint Ridge. They each had 
long straight edges that were beveled 
from resharpening. 

Figure 1 (Hothem) Early Archaic side-notch point 
or blade, pale blue Upper Mercer with milky 
clouding, 1% x 2"/n inches. It has worn serrations 
and the basal edge is ground. Fairfield County. 

Figure 4 (Hothem) Left and right, Archaic bifur
cates made of dark glossy Upper Mercer flint. 
Center, drill, 2'/w inches, probably patinated Flint 
Ridge. Fairfield County. 

Figure 7 (Hothem) Archaic points or blades, 
Right, corner-notch made of blue and cream 
Upper Mercer. The left example, an Early Archaic 
bevel, is made of cream and grey Flint Ridge and 
is 23A inches long. Fairfield County. 

Early Archaic beveled blades and a few 
bifurcates are in the farm collection, plus 
some Late Woodland points. There are 
also well over one hundred broken or 
damaged flint artifacts, picked up in the 
course of normal farming activities. The 
Indian artifacts in the collection have been 
slowly accumulating for over a century 
and a half, and it is interesting to speculate 
what might turn up in the next 150 years. 

Figure 2 (Hothem) Right, Hopewell point. Flint 
Ridge, resharpened size. Left, Ft. Ancient point, 
translucent Flint Ridge, 1% inches long. This is 
one of the better Mississippian-era points seen 
from the area. Fairfield County. 

Figure 5 (Hothem) Three Late Woodland points, 
all left to right: Jack's Reef, Upper Mercer: 
Raccoon side-notch. Upper Mercer: Raccoon, 
either Upper Mercer or Delaware flint, 2'/m inches 
long. Fairfield County. 

Figure 8 (Hothem) Early Archaic beveled blade, 
2'/? inches long, streaked dark Upper Mercer. 
Several other broken blades of this type are in 
the collection. Fairfield County. 
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NINE SLATE PIECES 
by 

Dan Schleich 
Washington Court House, Ohio 

Shown are nine pieces of slate from my collection. Left row Co. Center row — Fayette Co. and Allen Co., Indiana. Right row • 
from top down - Fayette Co., Ross Co., Pickaway Co., Fayette Ross Co., Williams Co., Ross Co. 
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TWO LARGE OHIO SPEARPOINTS 
by 

Mike Cramer 
13315 Co. Rd. 54 

Rawson, Ohio 

Shown are two large flint spears from my collection. On the left a large Hopewell point made of Flint Ridge flint. It is 6% inches 
is a five inch wide base dovetail made of Flint Ridge chalcedony, long and is from a Franklin County collection. 
It was found near Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio. On the right is 
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HOPEWELL POINTS 
by 

Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

In the color plate are fourteen Hopewell points. While Hopewell 
craftsmen seemingly carelessly or haphazardly chipped their flint 
points, they are nevertheless among the most colorful points made 
by any culture. What they lack in chipping style, they make up for in 

the use of some of the showiest exotic flint known. The reds, 
maroons, blues, greens, lavenders and yellows - the best of Flint 
Ridge flint - can be seen in projectile points and spears found on 
Hopewell village sites and workshops. 
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HOPEWELL BLADELETS 
by 

Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

The most diagnostic of all Hopewell culture artifacts are their 
faceted bladelets. Struck from cores of the most exotic and colorful 
of Flint Ridge flint, these razor-sharp slivers of flint have been 
reported from Hopewell sites as far away as Tennessee and the 
Carolinas and into Canada. With the exception of a minor number 
of bladelets made of Indiana hornstone or Wyandotte chert from 
southern Indiana, these classic cultural icons of the most advanced 
culture in North America are always made of Flint Ridge flint. Wher
ever found, they are tell-tale signs of a Hopewell presence and 
have been reported from hundreds of sites in Ohio. 

Hopewell bladelets were manufactured by the literal millions, and 
the cores from which they were struck number in the tens of thou
sands. No culture in North America included a core and blade 
technology which even slightly compares with that of the Hopewell 
culture. And there are few cultures which display the exclusive use 
of flint from a single source — Flint Ridge - for certain tools as 
does Hopewell (of course with the caveat of Indiana hornstone). 

What these tiny colorful tools were used for is a problem which 
has never been satisfactorily answered. 

21 



VARIETIES OF BAR AMULETS 

How these strange objects came to be 
known as "bar amulets" is unknown to me 
but the name is certainly one coined by 
early collectors who were fond of names 
with mystical connotations. The dictionary 
describes an "amulet" as "something worn 
to ward off evil." Whether these interesting 
pieces deserve such a name is nothing 
more than guesswork since we don't have 
even the slightest idea how they were 
used. It is axiomatic that when the true 
purpose of a prehistoric artifact is finally 
revealed it is usually not at all what we 
thought it was. Nevertheless, the name has 
fallen into common usage and it is as good 
as any other to describe these rare objects. 
There are several varieties of bar amulets, 
four of which are pictured here. 

The first is the elongated variety which 
may be as long as seven inches (figure 1). 
These are long graceful objects which are 
perforated at each end with conjoining 
holes drilled from the bottom and ends in 
the style of the birdstone. It has a slightly 
raised center portion and slightly flared 
ends and a thickness of usually less than 
an inch. It is often the variety most thought 
of when bar amulets are mentioned. This 
type is invariably made of banded slate 
and of no other material that I know of. 
Despite their fragile design they often 

by 
Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

appear to have been roughly used and 
many were broken or have broken perfora
tions which were salvaged by re-drilling in 
some fashion (figure 2). Un-drilled exam
ples are unusual. 

The second variety is shown in figure 3. 
Normally around four inches long, they 
may be made of banded slate or hard
stone. Their centers are expanded or 
exaggeratedly humped. The ends flare 
upward in a fan-shaped design which 
may be straight up and down or at an 
angle. They may be drilled or un-drilled. 
Un-drilled examples are not unusual. The 
flared ends are reminiscent of the tails on 
some birdstones. 

A third variety (figure 4) includes bar 
amulets almost always made of gneiss or 
hardstone which are usually associated 
with the Red Ocher or possibly Early Adena 
cultures (Converse 2004 - pgs 147-149) 
(Converse 1978 - pgs 68-69). Some of 
those found in Red Ocher contexts were 
purposely broken and perhaps burned. 
Many examples of this variety are un-drilled 
and often show slight dimples where the 
holes would have been placed. Those 
which are drilled have holes which are nor
mally drilled with a straight forty-five degree 
perforation rather than conjoining conical 
holes. In form, this type most resembles the 

second variety mentioned above and may 
have pronounced flared ends. 

The fourth variety (figure 4) is one 
drilled like the above types but which has 
only a narrow center ridge, or no ridge at 
all, and no flared ends. These are most 
often made of slate or other colorful 
stone such as quartzite or hardstone. 
Few of them are un-drilled. 

It is obvious that bar amulets made their 
appearance in the Late Archaic period, and 
it is also apparent that these varieties, 
despite their differences, are similar 
enough in most characteristics to be 
related. However, other than the docu
mented association of the gneiss variety 
with the Red Ocher culture, information on 
the cultural affiliation of the others styles is 
totally lacking. 

References: 

Converse, Robert N. 
1977 The Meuser Collection, privately 

printed, Plain City, Ohio 
1978 Ohio Slate Types, the Archaeological 

Society of Ohio, Columbus 

2004 The Archaeology of Ohio, the 
Archaeological Society of Ohio, 
Columbus 

Figure 1 (Converse) 
Elongated bar 
amulets shown in 
obverse and reverse. 
Both specimens 
from St. Joseph 
County, Michigan. 
Bottom example is 7 
inches long. 
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Figure 2 (Converse) Close-up view of damage and repair of the perforations on bottom bar amulet in figure 1. 

Figure 3 (Converse) Hardstone un-drilled bar amulet found near St. Figure 4 (Converse) Bar amulets made of gneiss in the Dr. Meuser collection. 
James, Crawford County, 4% inches long. Bottom, drilled banded 
slate bar amulet found near Greenville, Darke County. 

Figure 5 (Converse) Bar amulet with only a 
center ridge from the Meuser collection. 
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PHIL KIENTZ'S HEMATITE 
Phil Kientz was one of our earliest society members and one of Ohio's prominent collectors. This picture of Phil's hematite appeared 

in Volume 1, No. 1, 1951, of the Ohio Archaeologist and is reprinted for the benefit of today's readers. Phil was a master stone mason 
who lived in old German Village in Columbus. 
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AN OHIO ARCHAIC SIDE NOTCH 
by 

Doug Hooks 
Mansfield, Ohio 

This large Archaic Side Notch point was found many years 
ago near Mechanicsburg, Champaign County, Ohio. Made of 
Coshocton flint, it is 5% inches long. 

AN OUTSTANDING 
BOTTLENECK POINT 

by 
James Groseclose 

30 Longitudinal Drive 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050 

In the color plate is a large Bottleneck point from my collection. It is 3% 
inches long and was found near Fredericktown, Knox County, Ohio. It is 
made of Flint Ridge flint which is the usual material for Ohio Bottleneck 
points and is in the large size range for the type. 
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MAHONING CHAPTER SPONSORS 
WELL ATTENDED EXHIBIT IN NEWTON FALLS 

"Some of these artifacts were made 
nearly 10,000 years ago, and they'll be 
around long after I'm gone - maybe 
10,000 more after I'm gone. Sure they're 
in my collection, and I love them. But in 
reality I'm just a caretaker, a custodian of 
something unique and precious." That 
was a small piece of one discussion 
between a curious visitor and a member 
of the Mahoning Valley Chapter of ASO at 
a recent summer show. 

The Mahoning Valley Chapter held 
their artifact show at the community 
center in Newton Falls, Ohio. The show 
featured displays of mostly prehistoric 
artifacts from local sites in Mahoning, 
Trumbull and Portage Counties, as well 
as other areas of Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. There were also some 
examples of artifacts from the southwest 
and Alaska. 

Several displays contained personal 
finds from chapter members. Figure 1 
shows Dallas Kistler with his collection of 
items found in the Newton Falls area. It 
contained a celt, a grooved axe and five 
examples of "nutting" or "pitted" stones, 
as well as 8 frames containing prehistoric 
points, blades and flake tools. In addition, 
among his finds was a frame of historic 
material from an area where an 1839 
farmhouse once stood, containing square 
nails, glass and pottery fragments and a 
hand held bullet mold. 

by 
Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Rd. 

Stow, OH 44224 

A detailed display of the late prehistoric 
Purdy Village site, which is located just out
side of Newton Falls was presented by 
Tom Pigott. The site display contained a 
number of photographs, and related docu
mentation of the excavations, along with 
examples of pottery shards, triangle points, 
two engraved pipes, and seeds and nut 
fragments. Tom also shared documents 
and artifacts from the Stow Rock Shelter 
Site in Summit County. Additionally, he pre
pared a frame of numerous small Plum 
Run Flint flakes, arranged in such a way as 
to show the wide variety of colors found in 
this locally quarried material. 

Pat Layshock's 20 plus frame table of 
well-cataloged prehistoric points and 
blades provided examples of the variety 
of flint material found in artifacts from the 
Newton Falls three county area. In addi
tion, the point types represented the 
major prehistoric time periods, including 
several notable examples from the early 
archaic period. 

William Piatt brought one of the more 
extensive exhibits. He shared both locally 
found artifacts and pieces from other 
areas of the country, including Alaska and 
Arizona. Figure 2 shows a frame of late 
paleo or very early archaic lances and 
related blades and tools found in Bazetta 
Township in Trumbull County, Ohio. Part of 
his Alaska material can be seen in Figure 
3. This frame contains harpoon tips, 

arrowheads, and what has been called an 
"ice pick," a tool that may have been worn 
and used to help pull oneself to safety on 
the ice. Two "Uloo knives" can also be 
seen in Figure 3, a type of knife that is 
hafted on top of the blade and is some
times also called a woman's knife. 

There were many other fine displays of 
Ohio material. Jennifer Saksa shared her 
personal finds of artifacts from Trumbull, 
Portage, Mahoning and Licking Counties. 
Her Licking County pieces included two 
excellent examples of Hopewell Cores, as 
well as a frame of bladelets. ASO presi
dent John Mocic provided a group of 5 
frames of archaic blades which contained 
some very fine examples of beveled and 
E-notch knives. Mahoning Chapter presi
dent Rocky Falleti also shared part of his 
collection of rare slate artifacts from 
mostly Ohio counties. Mark Begley of 
New Brighten, Pennsylvania, and Harry 
Heckman of McMechen, West Virginia 
also exhibited a number of personal finds 
from their collections. 

Show organizer, Pat Layshock com
mented that the event received attention 
in the local media and that he and mem
bers of the Mahoning Chapter were 
pleased by the steady flow throughout 
the afternoon of around 600 people. The 
chapter also expressed its appreciation 
to the city of Newton Falls Park & Recre
ation Department for the use of its facility. 
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I Figure 1 (Rusnak) Dallas Kistler of Newton Falls with his 
» » » display of personal finds. 
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Figure 2 (Rusnak) Late paleo or very early archaic material from 
Trumbull County. 

Figure 3 (Rusnak) Uloo knives and other artifacts from Alaska from William Piatt's 
collection. 

Figure 4 (Rusnak) John Mode's fine display of archaic blades. 

27 



RUSS LONG'S EFFIGY FROM AN EFFIGY 
by 

Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

Dr. Russell Long was born near Ada, 
Ohio, and attended Ohio Northern Uni
versity in the late 1920s and early 1930s. 
He retired after spending his career as a 
professor of botany at Lamar University 
in Texas. Russ was an avid collector who 
acquired many of his Ohio pieces in the 
depression days of the 1930s. His cat
a log is i n te res t i ng read ing f r om the 
standpoint of what he paid or traded to 
obtain Ohio artifacts. Many of them were 
bought for a dol lar or two or in some 
cases less than a dollar. However, few of 
our readers will understand what a dollar 
meant in the early 1930s when weekly 
salaries for many jobs were usually less 
than $10.00. 

In Volume 30, Number 2 (1980) of the 
Ohio Archaeologist Dr. Long publ ished 
several effigies from his collection. One 
was a unique eff igy of what cou ld be 
described as a fox. The piece is unique. It 
is diamond-shaped in outline but appears 
to be somewhat non-symmetrical. It has 
at one end a likeness with two pointed 
ears and two closely set eyes. 

The piece is unlike anything I've seen in 
an Ohio collection. Thus, one must ask is 
this piece truly a "one and only" or was it 
salvaged from a more familiar artifact -
which I believe might have been a lizard 
eff igy. Lizard ef f ig ies are amorphous 
objects, flat on the bottom with an unde
fined head, a body and a tail - and no 

drilling. It is possible that this unique effigy 
was salvaged from a damaged lizard effigy 
- probably by someone from a later culture. 

In Figure 1 is a side view of the effigy 
showing its diamond-shaped design. The 
ridge across the center (sometimes seen 
in lizards), however, is somewhat d iag
onal instead of perpendicular. The piece 
is dr i l led t ransversely just behind the 
head and just in front of the tail. In Figure 
2 is a drawing of what may have been the 
outline of the lizard effigy from which it 
was salvaged, 

As a side note, Russ said that every 
time he saw him, Dr. Meuser never failed 
to ask about the piece - Doc had a fasci
nation for such things. 

Figure 1 (Converse) Side view of four-inch long effigy. 
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Figure 2 (Converse) Outline of object from which the piece was perhaps salvaged. 

Figure 3 (Converse) Front view of effigy. 

Figure 4 (Converse) Top of effigy, note drilling at each end. 
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PALEO PIECES 
by 

Gilbert Cooper 
Winchester, Ohio 

In Figure 1 is a fluted point from my collection. It is one of the 
larger examples for the type known in Ohio. It is made of mottled 
Coshocton flint and is 6/2 inches long. It was found in Geauga 
County, Ohio. 

The Paleo square knife was found in Indiana and is made of 
Indiana hornstone or Wyandotte chert. It also is large for this 
type, being 4% inches long. 

Figure 1 (Cooper) Large Ohio fluted point. Figure 2 (Cooper) Five-inch Paleo square knife. 

A CEREMONIAL PICK 
by 

Robert Mohr 
Holgate, Ohio 

This ten inch pick is made of black diorite or diabase. It has a bit 
at one end and and is smoothly pointed at the other end. The pick 
was originally collected by the Thomas family in northwestern 

Ohio. Several similar picks were in the Dr. Meuser collection, all of 
which were surface finds in Ohio. Whether these are related to the 
hardstone Intrusive Mound ceremonial picks is unknown. 

Figure 1 (Mohr) Ceremonial pick from northwestern Ohio 
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The sandstone spool (Figure 1) was 
found in Ross County, Ohio along the 
South Fork of Paint Creek by Brad 
Johnson. Like many such Fort Ancient 
spools, it is made of sandstone and is 
covered with deeply incised lines. The 
pattern is a series of closely spaced 

TWO RECENT FINDS 
by 

Art Heaton 
165 North St. 
Batavia, Ohio 

angular stair step-like lines. The ends are 
decorated with a circle of small holes. 
Sandstone spools are rare in the extreme. 

The artifact in Figure 2 was found by 
Paul Brown near Circleville, Pickaway 
County. It is unusual in that it is a sal
vaged reel or double crescent banner-

stone made of steatite. Steatite is a soft 
stone and this banner broke through the 
central perforation. It was salvaged by 
grinding the broken edges and then cut
ting a transverse notch — apparently as a 
suspension device. 

Figure 1 (Heaton) 
Sandstone spool from Ross 
County, end and side views. 

Figure 2 (Heaton) 
Salvaged steatite 
bannerstone, end 
and side views. 
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A PICK BANNERSTONE 
FROM 

THE WACHTEL 
COLLECTION 

by 
Rick Waibel 

6715 Fletcher Chapel Rd. 
South Charleston, Ohio 

Hubert Wachtel was one-time Editor of the 
Ohio Archaeologist and had one of the largest 
artifact collections in Ohio. Many of his pieces 
were from the Dayton area where he lived, and 
a significant number were from western Ohio. 
The collection was disbursed in the late 1960s. 
The pick bannerstone in the color picture was 
one of Wachtel's finest of the type and was 
found in Preble County, Ohio. 
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FLINT RIDGE HOPEWELL POINTS 

Shown in Figure 1 are Flint Ridge 
Hopewell points from my collection. In 
addition to illustrating subtle variations in 
the point type, these points also display five 

by 
George Colvin 

220 Darbymoor Drive 
Plain City, Ohio 

of the numerous colors of Flint Ridge flint 
from which this point type is typically made. 
Lower right from Marion County, Ohio - ex-
Copeland. Lower left from Franklin County, 

Ohio - ex-Copeland. Upper Left from 
Licking County, Ohio - ex-Copeland. Upper 
right from Ross County, Ohio. Center from 
Allen County, Ohio. 

Figure 1 (Colvin) Flint Ridge Hopewell points - shown actual size. 
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THE ORIGINAL ADENA MOUND 

In the summer of 1901 William C. Mills of 
the Ohio Archaeological and Historical 
Society began the excavation of a conical 
mound on the one-time estate of Thomas 
Worthington, named Adena, which was just 
north of Chillicothe. The mound was a large 
one being more than 26 feet in height and 
nearly 450 feet in circumference. 

Mills removed the mound in f ive-foot 
increments and discovered that it had been 
built in two stages - the initial mound being 
about 20 feet high with a diameter of 90 
feet. Numerous burials were encountered. 
Those in the original mound were enclosed 
in log tombs and wrapped in coarse woven 
fabric or bark. The tombs were made of 
unhewn logs and were around 8 feet long, 6 
feet wide and 2V? feet deep. No such tombs 
were encountered in the secondary mound 
and only one burial had been wrapped in 
cloth. The first mound contained 21 burials 
and the second 12 burials, those in the ini
tial mound being much better preserved. 

While the first five feet of the apex was 
removed by hand and thrown over the side 

by 
Elaine Holzapfel 

415 Memorial Drive 
Greenville, Ohio 45331 

of the mound, the balance of the excava
tion was done by teams of horses pulling 
scrapers or pans. The only artifacts found 
in the initial cut were listed as being a 
"chipped hoe 5 inches long and VA inches 
in width" and a "pitted sandstone" 8 inches 
by 6 inches by 5 inches thick. Neither of 
these pieces is pictured in the report. 

Many interesting artifacts were found 
with the burials in this mound and some are 
shown in the illustrations. The most inter
esting and singular artifact was a tubular 
pipe carved in the effigy of a human. This 
unique effigy is the only one of its kind ever 
found and was later to become widely 
known as "the Adena pipe" and the mound 
became "the Adena Mound." 

At the time, there was little known about 
the "moundbuilder" cultures except that 
some of the early investigators vaguely 
realized that there seemed to be a differ
ence in the evidence found in the numerous 
mounds then being excavated. It appeared 
that there were evident ly two kinds of 
"moundbuilders," although in those early 

days differences between the two were 
hazy. It was several years before two cul
tures were distinguished and recognized 
and named Adena and Hopewell. However, 
it was then unknown what the relationships 
between the two cultures were or even 
which came first. Today's scholars and stu
dents have little trouble distinguishing the 
difference between Adena and Hopewell 
evidence and we know from radio-carbon 
dating that Adena preceded Hopewell but 
that the two cultures actually overlapped for 
perhaps two centuries. 

The comp le te report of the or ig inal 
Adena Mound excavat ion, which gave 
the cu l tu re its name, can be read in 
Volume X of the Ohio Archaeological and 
Historical Society publications. 

Reference: 

1902 Mills, William C. 
Excavations of the Adena Mound Ohio 
Archaeological and Historical Society 
Publications Volume X, Columbus. 

Plate 1 (Holzapfel) The original Adena Mound, on the estate of Thomas Worthington, Chillicothe, Ohio. 
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ARTIFACTS FROM THE ADENA MOUND 

Figure 1 (Holzapfel) Cross-section of the Adena Mound. Figure 2 (Holzapfel) Copper finger ring. 
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Figure 3 (Holzapfel) Preserved woven fabric. Figure 4 (Holzapfel) Part of a mica head-dress. 

Figure 5 (Holzapfel) A shell hoe - a number were found scattered in the Figure 6 (Holzapfel) A bi-concave Adena gorget of banded slate 

mound. 

Figure 7 (Holzapfel) A tubular pipe made of Ohio pipestone. Figure 8 (Holzapfel) A four-inch Adena point of Flint Ridge flint. 
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Figure 10 (Holzapfel) A sandstone "whetstone". 

Figure 9 (Holzapfel) A copper bracelet with portion of cloth adhering to it. 
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Figure 11 (Holzapfel) A bone comb. 

Figure 13 (Holzapfel) Two views of the famous Adena Pipe. 
Figure 12 (Holzapfel) 
A bone awl. 
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A RE-NOTCHED DOVETAIL 
by 

Tom McAdams 
625 Sycamore 

Columbus Grove, Ohio 45830 

This dovetail in my collection is an excellent example of aboriginal 
repair or salvage. One of the original notches appears to have 
broken which required re-notching to make it serviceable. As with 

many prehistoric tools, it was not discarded when slightly damaged. 
This interesting piece was found in Putnam County, Ohio, 

along the Ottawa River in the early 1950s. 

Figure 1 (McAdams) Repaired Dovetail in obverse and reverse and actual size. 

ANNUAL CHAPTER PRESIDENTS' MEETING 
January 22, 2006 

The annual Chapter President's meeting will be held in the Oasis 
Room at the Aladdin Shrine Temple at 10 AM at the January ASO 
Meeting. These meetings are an important part of our Society at 
which information is exchanged and goals of the ASO are set forth. 

It is important that all Chapter Presidents or their representatives 
attend. In the coming year we will be calling on all chapters to help 
in a membership drive, to participate in various committees and 
solicit candidates for state offices. 
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A PLANO TYPE POINT REVISITED 

In the Ohio Archaeologist, Volume 32, 
number 2, I reported on a Piano style 
point (Snyder, 1982). In reviewing the lit
erature on this point type (Agate Basin
like), additional comments can be made. 

As stated in the original art icle, this 
artifact was a surface find in July, 1981. It 
was recovered in Sandusky County, Ohio, 
Woodv i l l e Townsh ip ad jacen t to the 
Portage River mainstream. This is within 
the Black Swamp region of northwest 
Ohio. The registry number in the Ohio 
Archaeology Inventory is 33-SA-249. 

The point is fashioned from Dundee 
chert which has its source in the extreme 
southeast of Michigan and port ions of 
northwest Ohio. There is no detectable 
heat t rea tment . It measures 78mm in 
length and 29mm in width (47.6mm up 
from the base). Basal width is 17mm. The 
maximum thickness is 8mm. The weight is 
17.44 grams. Grinding is present on the 
unworked base although it is rather light. 
Lateral grinding is heavy and extends to 
the point of greatest width up from the 

by 
David J. Snyder 

3841 Pymatuning Lake Road 
Andover, Ohio 44003 

base. The tip appears to be resharpened -
primarily from the reverse face. 

The Agate Basin point was first docu
mented in Wyoming at the Agate Basin 
site. This point type dates from approxi
mately 8,500 B.C. and perseveres to 
about 7,400 B.C. This span transcends 
the Late Paleo/Plano, to the Early Archaic 
t ime f r a m e . The d i s t r i b u t i o n o c c u r s 
across the western Plains from eastern 
New Mexico and Texas north into the 
Northwest Territory of Canada. The range 
extends east into New York and New 
Jersey. The Agate Basin is considered a 
member of the Lanceolate Piano Cluster 
wh ich also inc ludes Plainview po in ts 
(Justice, 1987). Agate Basin-like points 
recovered in Ohio and surrounding areas 
may be derived from the western Plains 
"Piano" stimulus (Payne, 1987). 

In nor thwest Ohio, Agate Basin- l ike 
po in t s were poss ib l y used in a " b i g 
game" hunting society exploiting caribou 
and other species that are not now native 
to the area or are extinct (Payne, 1987). 

Figure 1 (Snyder) Agate basin-like point. Both obverse and reverse. 78mm in 
length. 

As the vast majority of this point style 
have been discovered as isolated surface 
finds in the region, these points and their 
makers are poorly understood in Ohio at 
the present. 

References: 

Justice, Noel D. 
1897 "Stone Age Spear and Arrow Points of 

the Mid-continental and Eastern United 
States" Indiana University Press 

Payne, James H. 
1987 "Some Notes on Paleo-lndian Cultures 

in Northwestern Ohio" Paper presented 
at December 4, 1987 Meeting of the 
Ohio Archaeological Council, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Snyder, David J. 
1982 "A Piano Type Point" 
Archaeologist 32(2)29 

Ohio 

Figure 2 (Snyder) Photo (obverse side) of Agate basin-like point 
from 33-SA-249. 
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A RED OCHER BLADE 
by 

Rocky Falleti 
5904 South Ave. 

Youngstown, Ohio 

This large 4% inch Red Ocher blade was 
found by early collector Russell Double in 
northeastern Ohio — unfortunately the 
exact location of the find is lost. It is made 
of Indiana hornstone and dates to around 
1,000 BO 

Figure 1 (Falleti) Large Indiana hornstone blade from northeastern Ohio. 

FRIENDS OF AMERICA'S PAST 
Scientific constraints, legal challenges, 

and political maneuvering continue in the 
Kennewick Man saga, now in its ninth 
year. We thank you for your continued 
support over the years, and offer this 
update on our efforts. 

As you know, the courts have upheld 
scientists' rights to study the Kennewick 
Man skeleton. After lengthy negotiations, 
the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) has 
finally approved the Phase I taphonomic 
study of the Kennewick Man skeleton. 
These investigations, scheduled for July 
2005, will attempt to reconstruct the geo
logic, biologic and other processes that 
have affected the skeleton since Ken
newick Man died. Other investigations of 
the skeleton, such as the gathering of 
metric measurements and postcranial 
data, will follow at a later date. 

The taphonomic session will establish 
the baseline of information for future 
studies and promises to be unusually 
expensive. The ACOE will not allow gluing 
or permanent reconstruction of any of the 
bone fragments. High-resolution CT scans 
will be used to create polymer prototypes 
of the cranial fragments and projectile 
point in the right hip. The accuracy of 
these prototypes will be evaluated during 

the July taphonomy session. If these 
efforts are as successful as we hope, the 
resulting models can be made available to 
many researchers. The scientists also 
hope to conduct more precise C14 and 
stable isotope chemistry on the bone 
samples remaining from government 
studies. Your gift supports these studies. 

However, efforts to prevent scientific 
study of the past continue. Although two 
courts have found that the tribes have 
"no cognizable" connection to the Ken
newick Man skeleton, three tribes 
(Yakama, Nez Perce, and Umatilla) con
tinue to maintain that they have a right to 
participate in all discussions and deci
sions relating to its study. In February 
2005, the tribes appealed this issue to 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. Briefs 
are due this summer, and funds are 
needed to help with the out-of-pocket 
appeal costs. 

Friends of America's Past also hopes 
to file an amicus brief in the Fallon 
Paiute's lawsuit claiming the remains of 
the Spirit Cave Mummy. Nevada's Bureau 
of Land Management is defending their 
conclusion that the Fallon Paiute have 
not established a cultural affiliation with 
these remains. We believe our support is 

important to BLM's effort to implement a 
more balanced approach to NAGPRA. 
Funds are needed for this project as well. 

The Senate Indian Affairs Committee 
has proposed an amendment to expand 
NAGPRA's definition of Native American 
to overturn the Ninth circuit's ruling in the 
Kennewick Man case. We are working 
energetically to raise the public's aware
ness of this proposed amendment 
through website postings and alerts to the 
media. Our website also continues to offer 
unique resources to scholars, students, 
and the interested public from around the 
world. Your gift helps keep factual infor
mation available and easily accessible. 

Cleone Hawkinson, President 
www.friendsofpast.org 
74 10 Oleson Rd., Ste. 202 
Portland, OR 97223 

Friends of America's Past (a non-profit 
organization) has been performing 
yeoman service over the years in seeing 
that scientific research can continue into 
the ancient past in the Americas. Please 
support their work with donations and 
also contact your elected representatives 
in Washington D.C. 

38 

http://www.friendsofpast.org


ASO SYMPOSIUM ASO MEMBER HONORED 

The Archaeological Society of Ohio 
PRESENTS A 

HOPEWELL S Y M P O S I U M 

HOPEWELL: T H E I R ORIG INS , A R T I S T R Y & C U L T U R E 

Friday and Saturday M a y 1 9 - 2 0 , 2 0 0 6 

a t t h e 
M i d w e s t Hote l and Conference Center 

Columbus, Ohio 

DON'T MISS IT 

Included with this Issue of the Ohio Archaeologist Is an 
Information and order form for the upcoming Hopewell 

Symposium in May, 2006. This will be a rare opportunity to hear 
experts speak on North America's most advanced culture. This 

Friday night - Saturday meeting will Include an artifact room 
where visitors can view actual rare Hopewell artifacts, a book 

and poster room where one can see the latest in archaeological 
literature and investigations, and a program room for Friday night 

Hopewell presentations. Attendees will be able to meet and 
speak personally with presenters one on one - a chance to meet 

fellow students, archaeologists and program participants. 

Help Your Society Make This Endeavor a Successl 
Mall Your Registration Nowl 

Harry Heckman of McMechen, West Virginia, was 
honored on Veterans Day by a front page article in 
the Wheeling, West Virginia Intelligencer. Heckman 
who served in a radar unit in Europe related his 
experiences at such places as Dachau and Hitler's 
Eagles Nest home in Austria. Harry won five battle 
stars in Europe and was on his way to the South 
Pacific when the war ended. Our respects to Harry 
for service to his country and as his work as a well-
known avocational archaeologist. 

Wm • Annual 
ARTIFACTS 

Show 
RIPLEY, OHIO February 12 

200610:00-4:00 
Sponsored by: Archaeological Society 

of Ohio, Fort Salem Chapter 

FOOD AND RAFFLES 
- Ripley Sr. High School - Ohio 52 - Brown County - 50 M E of Cincinnati - 62 M 
W of Portsmouth - Display tables must be reserved by Jan. 30th, 2006 - Set up 
begins at 8:00 A.M. - To reserve space or obtain additional information, contact 
Joe Link at 513.528.4675 -

BACK COVER: 
Hopewell culture pendants. Both pentagonal and shovel-shaped pendants have been found on Hopewell sites, especially in the 
eastern Ohio area. All examples are of banded slate and are from Ohio. Pendant, top left, 5 inches. 
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OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY 
The Archaeoloaical Society of Ohio is organized to discover and conserve archaeological sites and material within the State of Ohio, to seek and 
oromote a better understanding among students and collectors of archaeological material, professional and non-professional, including individuals, 
museums and institutions of learning, and to disseminate knowledge on the subject of archaeology. Membership in the society shall be open to any 
person of good character interested in archaeology or the collecting of American Indian artifacts, upon acceptance of written application and payment 
of dues. 


