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SANDY SPRINGS PALAEO INDIAN DISTRICT 
Stephen Kelley 

PO. Box #1 Seaman, Ohio 45679 

The Sandy Springs community is located on 
U.S. Route 52 in Green Township, Adams 
County, Ohio (Fig. 1). This tiny, unincorporated 
hamlet is situated on expansive bottomlands 
adjacent to the Ohio River in the extreme 
southeastern corner of the county. Due to the 
significant number of Irish immigrants first 
settling these lands in the 1790's and very early 
1800's, the area became known as "Irish 
Bottoms". 

The village of Sandy Springs was never actually 
platted and "founded". It simply developed over 
the years as a cluster of homes, businesses and 
churches, serving the residents of the 
bottomlands and adjacent hills. A post office 
was founded here as early as 1818. 

The Irish Bottoms encompass approximately 
1800 acres, almost all of which is farm land. It 
is one of the last remaining undeveloped great 
bends in the Ohio River between Cincinnati and 
Marietta. 

In the mid 1970's, the Franklin Real estate 
Company began acquisition of the Irish Bottoms 
on behalf of the Ohio Power Company with plans 
to eventually construct an electric generating 
station there. The company managed to buy 
more than 1200 acres before plans for building 
on the site were put on hold. Eventually, these 
plans were suspended altogether. In December 
2003, these lands were put on the block at public 
auction. Divided into 31 tracts, the land returned 
to the private sector and will hopefully remain 
primarily agricultural in character. 

A unique feature found on the Irish Bottoms is a 
series of sand dunes or ridges (Fig. 2). These 
ridges streak across the bottoms for several 
thousand feet, and, even after more than two 
centuries of farming, still reach heights 
approaching 25 feet or more above the 
surrounding plains. When the alignment of the 
sand ridges are viewed from aerial photos, it 
appears they were deposited by the river during 
some epochal flood, perhaps relating to the last 
ice age. In describing this area in 1879, historian 
Jacob Leamon wrote, the community of Shady 
Springs ".. .receives its name from a vast deposit 
of sand, and two or three excellent springs that 
issue from near its base. This immense deposit 
of clear sand extends perhaps, two miles from 
near the foot of the hills back of Irish Bottoms 
(westwardly) to the Ohio. It is a long ride of 
irregular form, varying in width from a half to 
three-fourths of a mile, and in some places the 
pure sand is, perhaps, forty to fifty feet in depth". 

When the Irish Bottoms were first being explored 
by whites, it was observed there were several 
saline springs scattered throughout the area. 
These phenomena were also noted directly 
across the Ohio River on the site of present-
day Vanceburg, Kentucky. These saline springs 
or "salt licks". Were a natural attraction to cloven-

hooved game animals such as elk, white tailed 
deer and bison. It is believed the Sandy Springs 
- Vanceburg area was a regular crossing point 
on the Ohio River for these gregarious 
quadrupeds. A significant number of bison teeth 
have been recovered on the river banks that 
may be the remains of individual animals 
drowned while attempting to swim the river. 

When the first settlers arrived here, they quickly 
found evidence of prehistoric man. At least two 
earthen mounds and a "sacred circle" earthwork 
were then evident on the bottoms. 

Credit is given to the late Roger Cunningham 
of Scioto County for first observing and reporting 
to the scientific community that several Palaeo 
Indian fluted points and various late Palaeo 
points and tools were being recovered on the 
Irish Bottoms. Over a period of several years, 
Mr. Cunningham had managed to acquire a 
significant number of these artifacts from local 
relic hunters and collectors. His findings 
prompted a limited investigation of the area 
supervised by Dr. Don W. Dragoo, of the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, utilizing a 
number of avocational archaeologists who 
participated in a field survey and examination 
of local collections. This work culminated in the 
nomination of a 175 acre parcel of the bottoms 
encompassing part of the sand ridge, to the 
National register of historic Places. Bert C. 
Drennen, III of Drennen stresses, "This area is 
one of the most promising Palaeo-lndian sites 
in the Ohio Valley and its importance can not 
be over estimated". This was the first Palaeo 
Indian site in Ohio to be placed on the National 
register. 

A cursory examination of the Palaeo artifacts 
featured in this report indicate these early 
hunters and gatherers who lived here primarily 
exploited locally available Carter Crave Flint and 
Brassfield Flint. The main source of Carter 
Crave Flint lies about twenty-five miles 
southeast of Sandy Springs across the Ohio 
River in Carter County, Kentucky. Brassfield 
Flint is found throughout most of Adams County 
and would have been readily available, although 
not as desirable as the high quality Carter Cave 
Flint. The third most commonly utilized flint at 
Sandy Springs was Upper Mercer - a favorite 
of Palaeo Indians - found in the hills of Eastern 
Ohio. Other flints identified in the Sandy Springs 
assemblage include Flint Ridge, deleware, 
Zaleski and Bisher from Ohio sources, Boyle 
and Sonora Flint from Kentucky, Kanawha Black 
Flint from West Virginia and Indiana Hornstone 
from Indiana/Kentucky. 

Although there are "hot spots" on the sand 
ridges where several fluted points have been 
found, the entire Sandy Springs/Irish Bottoms 
area has produced Palaeo Indian artifacts. 
From the base of the hills and across the 

bottomlands to the riverbanks, fluted points and 
other related Palaeo relics have been 
discovered. 

The fluted points recovered from this area fall 
into several sub-groupings including Redstone 
(Fig. 3), Gainey (Figs. 4,5,6), Cumberland (Fig. 
7), Debert (Fig. 8), and Holcombe (Fig. 9) 
indicating the nomadic Palaeo people continued 
to return to these bottomlands throughout the 
longevity ot the fluted point era. 

A common trait of the Palaeo Indian found on 
other sites - frugality - was also practiced at 
Sandy Springs. Evidence of point re-sharpening 
to the degree of exhaustion (Fig. 10), and re-
basing and re-pointing of damaged points (Figs. 
11,12) have been found here. 

Recovery of fluted point performs (Fig. 13) and 
fluted points broken in manufacture (Fig.14) help 
demonstrate the presence of Palaeo workshops 
across the bottoms. Basal and tip fragments 
(Figs, 15,16) support the premise that the 
Palaeo Indians established hunting camps here. 

A significant number of late Palaeo Indian 
artifacts have also been recovered at Sandy 
Springs. They will be addressed in a future 
article. 
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Sandy Sp'rings 
Palaeo Indian District 

Figure 1 (Kelley) A map of Ohio showing location of Sandy Sphngs/lrish Bottoms. 

MM 
Figure 2 (Kelley) Looking south across one of the sand ridges at Sandy Springs. The hills of Kentucky are seen in the background 
across the Ohio River. 
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Figure 3 (Kelley) Redstone style point manufactured 
from Carter Cave Flint. 

Figure 4 (Kelley) Gainey style fluted points. L-R: Carter County Flint, 
Upper Mercer Flint, Boyle Flint, Upper Mercer Flint. The point on the far 
left exhibits a small spokeshave on its left edge. 
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Figure 5 (Kelley) Gainey style fluted points. L-R: Zaleski Flint, Carter 
Cave Flint, Upper Mercer Flint. 

Figure 6 (Kelley) Gainey style fluted points. L-R: Flint Ridge Flint, Carter 
Cave Flint. Both specimens exhibit spokeshaves. 

Figure 7 (Kelley) Basal fragment, Cumberland fluted point, made 
of Carter Cave Flint. 

Figure 8 (Kelley) Debert style fluted point crafted from Carter Cave Flint. 
The tip exhibits an impact fracture. 
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Figure 9 (Kelley) Holcombe style fluted points. L-R: Carter Cave Flint. 
Upper Mercer Flint, Carter Cave Flint. Carter Cave Flint. Delaware Chert. 

Figure 10 (Kelley) Fluted points reduced through multiply resharpenings. 
L-R: Carter Cave Flint. Upper Mercer Flint. Upper Mercer Flint. Flint ridge 
Flint. Carter Cave Flint. 

Figure 11 (Kelley) Rebased fluted Points. L-R: Carter cave Flint, Zaleski 
Flint. The specimen on the left displays a graver spur on the right side of 
its base whereas the point on the right exhibits a spokeshave and is 
fluted on the reverse side. 

Figure 12 (Kelley) Repointed fluted point converted into Piece 
Esquillee (wedge). 

Figure 13 (Kelley) Fluted point preforms 
exhibiting preliminary fluting. L - R: Carter 
Cave Flint. Carter Cave Flint, undefined chert. 



Figure 14 (Kelley) Fluted points broken in manufacture. 
All three are crafted from Carter Cave Flint. The 
example on the far left was broken as a result of an 
overshot of "hinge-through" in the fluting process. It 
exhibits fluting on the reverse side and retains its fluting 
nipple in the base. 

Figure 15 (Kelley) Fluted point basal 
fragments and one mid section. L-R: Top 
row, Brassfield Flint, Brassfield Flint, 
Brassfield Flint, Upper Mercer Flint: Middle 
Row, Carter Cave Flint, Upper Mercer Flint, 
Boyle Chert, Carter Cave Flint: Bottom Row, 
Upper Mercer Flint, Brassfield Flint, Carter 
Cave Flint, Carter Cave Flint. The specimen 
on the far left of the top row exhibits burin 
faceting on its left side. 

Figure 16 (Kelley) Fluted point tip frag
ments. L-R: Brassfield Flint, Upper Mercer 
Flint. The example on the right displays an 
impact fracture and is fluted on the reverse. 



THE PENNOCK MOUND: A MIDDLE WOODLAND MORTUARY SITE IN 
LOGAN COUNTY, OHIO 

The Pennock Mound was located in 
Jefferson Township, Logan County, Ohio on 
the Lee Pennock farm, and was excavated 
by Perry Brees of Zanesfield, Ohio in 1938. 
While the excavated artifacts are limited in 
number, they are of types associated with 
the Ohio Middle Woodland period, so this 
article is written to bring a previously 
unrecorded Middle Woodland period mound 
into public record. The following is Mr. 
Brees's account of the exploration: 

"I have been informed various times of 
mounds being located in eastern Logan 
County, and have traveled many miles to 
verify the information, given, but usually 
found nothing to justify the claim. However. 
Mr. lee Pennock insisted he had a small 
mound on his farm near his North line and 
eighty rods West of the Mad River, which 
from outward appearance had been totally 
obliterated. Following this lead, I got a friend 
to help me excavate it. 

First in order to determine fully the prospect 
we dug a frost hole near where we thought 
the center might be and found disturbed soil 
mixed with charcoal to a depth of over two 

by 
John C. Rummel 

478 Burns Drive North 
Westerville, Ohio 43082-6026 

feet. Satisfied so far we started at what we 
considered the west edge and ran a trench 
four feet wide toward the East across the 
whole mound. 

Resting on the original subsoil which had 
been hollowed to a saucer shape about 8 
feet across lay three skeletons (Fig. 1), only 
one of which had a head (the one farthest 
East). These lay rather close together and 
oblique to each other, the head being about 
even with the shoulder of the one beside it, 
all with heads Northeast. 

By the first skeleton to the West, lay a two 
hold gorget of crass slate, 1 7/8 x 5", near 
the left knee and a one hole slate gorget 
and four arrow points were at the feet (Fig. 
2). The only visible trace of this skeleton 
were the leg bones, and they crumbled at a 
touch, likewise all the others. We found 
nothing with the second which was also 
minus the head. 

At the hip of the third lay a lower jaw bone 
on some animal so nearly decayed it could 
not be determined whether it had been 
worked into an ornament or just got in with 
the fill dirt. It appeared to be very narrow v-

shaped, with two or three straight teeth on 
a side (near front or connecting end) size 
about that of a deer but heavier bone. 

Observation: After uncovering these 
skeletons, we concluded the mound must 
have originally been 12 feet across and 30" 
high; as the bottom of the saucer depression 
is now only 28" below the surface. 

At the west edge 3 feet or more from the 
first skeleton was a spot of dark soil about 
3 feet by 5 feet dug into the subsoil to a 
depth of 8" which, at first we thought was 
another grave, but found it contained no 
bones not the mixture of broken stone and 
charcoal, so we have concluded the hole 
was dug to supply material for the mound 
and later became filled with leaf mold. 

The missing heads may be accounted for 
by the supposing a ground hog or some 
other animal had burrowed in and dragged 
them out or caused faster decay by coming 
in contact with the air. 

References 
Brees, Perry 

1938 Personal notes and correspondence 
in the possession of the author. 

All this type 
mostly smaller 

Figure 2 (Rummell) Pennock Mound Artifacts 

Figure 1 (Rummell) Pennock Mound Burials 
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DATA ON THE POST-PALEOINDIAN PROJECTILE POINT 
ASSEMBLAGE FROM THE PALEO CROSSING SITE (33-ME-274) 

Metin I. Eren, Stone Age Laboratory, Peabody 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Harvard University 

Mark A. Lollecker, Supervisor of Field 
Programs, Department of Archaeology, 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

The Paleo Crossing site (33-ME-274) is a well 
known Paleoindian occupation with many 
diagnostic Paleoindian tools and possible 
evidence of the earliest known structures in 
North America (Weintraub 1992; Brose 1994; 
Haynes 2002). While the fluted point 
assemblage from the site has been extensively 
studied (Brose 1994; Barrish 1995; Eren 2003; 
Eren, Redmond and Kollecker2004), the non-
fluted projectile point assemblage has been 
almost completely ignored. The non-fluted 
projectile point assemblage is a multi-
component collection that includes 28 points 
from the Archaic, Woodland and Late 
Prehistoric periods. 

The collection contains 16 Archaic points. Of 
these, 12 points (75%) are made of Upper 
Mercer flint; two points (12.5%) are made form 
Ohio Flint Ridge flint; one point (6.25%) is made 
from Delaware flint; and one point (6.25%) is 
made from an indeterminate flint material 
(DeRegnaucourt and Georgiady 1998). None 
of these points exhibit heat damage or basal 
grinding. Typologically, there are two Lecroy 
Bifurcated Stem points, four MacCorkle 
Stemmed Points, one Big Sandy Point, one 
Bifurcate point (Fig. 1), one Trimble Side 
Notched point, one Snook Kill point and one 
Brewerton Ear-Notched point (Fig. 2) 
(Justicel 987; DeRegnaucourt 1991; Converse 
1994). Five of the projectile points, while 
typologically indeterminate, are identified as 
Archaic points because of flaking style or other 
attributes. Seven of the 16 Archaic points are 
complete while the remainder consists of two 
point tips, five bases, one mid-section and half-
base. Metrical analyses (mm) of the complete 
typologically-recognizable points are presented 
in the table below (Table 1). For samples 
greater than one, an average was calculated. 

All measurements were taken with Mitutoyo 
Digimatic Calipers and a Ha We Contact 
Goniometer. 

Two Woodland projectile points are present: a 
Robbins point and a Jack's Reef Corner 
Notched point (fig. 3) (Justice 1987). Neither 
shows evidence of heat damage. The Robbins 
point is complete, exhibits grinding and is made 
of Delaware flint (DeRegnaucourt and 
Georgiady 1998). The Jack's Reef Corner 
Notched point is a base and mid-section with 
no grinding and is made of an indeterminate 
flint material. Metrical analyses of the Robbins 
point is presented below. There is one Late 
Prehistoric triangular Madison point made of 
Upper Mercer flint (Fig. 3) (Justice 1987; 
DeRegnaucourt and Georgiady 1998). It is a 
base and shows no evidence of heat damage 
or basal grinding. Eight of the non-fluted points 
are temporarily indeterminate because of there 
broken condition. They are made from a variety 
of flints including Upper Mercer, Ohio Flint 
Ridge and Delaware flint. 

The presence of a non-Paleoindian projectile 
point assemblage at the Paleo Crossing sire 
carries great theoretical importance for the 
interpretation and understanding of this 
important site. Current research on the Paleo 
Crossing site carries great theoretical 
importance for the interpretation and 
understanding of this important site. Current 
research on the Paleo Crossing unifacial stone 
tool assemblage greatly depends on the 
contextual relationships between the unifaces 
and both the Paleoindian and non-Paleoindian 
projectile points. 
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MacCorkle 
(n=2) 

LeCroy 
(n=2) 

Snook Kill 
(n=1) 

Big Sandy 
(n=1) 

Trimble 
Side 

Notched 
(n=1) 

Robbins 
(n=1) 

Length 

54.11 

31.60 

39.62 

45.21 

26.86 

70.78 

Medial 
Width 

25.71 

18.09 

20.98 

20.44 

16.94 

32.18 

Medial 
Thickness 

6.17 

4.53 

6.68 

6.35 

5.24 

12.15 

Length/ 
Width Ratio 

2.13 

1.75 

1.89 

2.21 

1.59 

2.20 

Basal 
Width 

23.33 

12.46 

12.09 

23.76 

18.87 

18.72 

Basal 
Concavity Depth 

3.46 

4.96 

n/a 

2.03 

n/a 

n/a 

Stem 
Length 

12.89 

10.05 

10.00 

35.72 

10.05 

13.61 

Shoulder 
Width 

34.46 

22.39 

24.92 

24.29 

19.55 

19.52 

Minimum 
Neck Width 

18.75 

1402 

14.24 

15.83 

10.06 

20.84 
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FIGURE 1 
A = LeCroy Upper Mercer chert 
B = LeCroy. Upper Mercer chert 
C = MacCorkle, Upper Mercer chert 
D = MacCorkle. Upper Mercer chert 
E = MacCorkle. Upper Mercer chert 
F = MacCorkle. Upper Mercer chert 
G = Bifurcate. Delaware chert 
H = Bifurcate. Delaware chert 

FIGURE 2 
I = Trimble Side Notched. Indeterminate chert 
J = Snook Kill. Ohio Flint Ridge Chalcedony 
K = Brewerton Ear-Notched. Upper Mercer chert 

FIGURE 3 
L - Robbins. Delaware chert 
M = Jacks Reef. Indeterminate chert 
N = Madison. Upper Mercer 



AN OWL PENDANT FROM OHIO 
By 

Art Crowther, 3132 Dry Branch Rd. 
White Hall, MD 21161 

My father acquired this pendant in 1936 as a result of my interest in collecting prehistoric artifacts. It is 6 inches long and appears to have had a tail • 
now gone. Unfortunately, little more is known about its provenience other than it is from Ohio. 

Fig. 1 (Crowther) Owl effigy pendant from Ohio. 

12 



A PANEL BANNERSTONE BY ANY OTHER NAME IS A PIPE 
By D. R. Gehlbach 

Multi-purpose artifacts were among the 
most highly valued possessions of the 
prehistoric Ohioans. Locally available rocks 
and minerals such as Upper Mercer flints 
and Laurentian or Huronian banded slates 
were among the raw materials chosen for 
these mutli-functional artifacts because of 
their aesthetic qualities, relative durability 
and workability. The bulk raw materials 
were procured after considerable physical 
effort and sometimes had to be transported 
some distance to community workshops. 

After preliminary modification at the 
recovery location many of the unfinished 
artifacts were cached and completed at a 
later date. Finished artifacts served their 
useful lives and were eventually depleted 
or broken. A selected few were then 
reworked into new forms, giving them 
second working lives. Examples are 
depleted or broken flint knives and points 
which were re-worked into various forms of 
scrapers, knives and drills. Other artifacts 
were reconstructed after being damaged 
during the crafting process. On rare 
occasions artifacts apparently lost or 
intentionally left behind by one culture were 
recovered by later peoples, who re-
manufactured them based on new designs. 

These activities demonstrate a reoccurring 
theme among primitive populations. In most 
prehistoric societies a group of imaginative 
and practical artisans were skilled at 
revitalizing a variety of exhausted artifacts. 

An example of this prehistoric re-work is the 
subject of this article. Pictured is what was 
initially intended to be a panel bannerstone. 
It was originally crafted during the Archaic 
period (Figures 1&2). The maker first 
shaped his banded slate specimen and had 
made some progress in drilling its central 
cavity when a mistake occurred. The drill 
hole had been poorly aligned. As a result 
the cavity penetrated the outer surface of 
the banner well short if its intended outlet. 
A flaw in the raw material or perhaps 
improper placement of the drilling apparatus 
may have been the root causes. After the 
failure the maker may have decided to 
discard his flawed product. Or he may have 
determined that his sculpture could be 
converted into a pipe by making a stem 
opening at the accidental outlet hole and 
then re-excavating the partially drilled cavity. 
This theory might be questioned since the 
pipe makers of the Archaic period are not 
known to have utilized the elbow pipe form. 
A more likely explanation would be the 

unfinished bannerstone was found and 
modified for use as a pipe by a craftsman 
of the late Middle Woodland or Late 
Prehistoric period. 

The pictured artifact features a bowl at the 
former drill entry location. The bowl has 
been carved out to a depth of about ae of 
an inch. Evidence of longitudinal gouging 
is indicated by cut marks or grooves in the 
re-worked bowl. A flint drill was likely used 
to re-align the stem opening. It would have 
required a cane or reed insert when in use 
Figure 3 shows the intended original cavity 
outlet location at the rear of the 
bannerstone. It is marked for seating the 
drill tool. The maker may have briefly 
considered re-drilling his specimen and 
somehow plugging the accidental exit hole. 
This feature apparently became a 
decorative addition when the artifact was 
made into a pipe. 

The pictured pipe measures approximately 
2 1/2" by 2". It was once part of the Dr. H. 
Lee Good collection of Hamilton, Ohio 
donated to the Ohio Historical Society in the 
1920's. Thanks to Martha Otto and the Ohio 
Historical Society for permission to 
document the unusual artifact. 

Figures 1 & 2 (Gehlbach) 
Banded slate elbow pipe 
made from unfinished panel 
bannerstone 

Figure 3 (Gehlbach) Original panel bannerstone central cavity outlet hole 
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THE OHIO INDIAN RELIC COLLECTORS SOCIETY REMEMBERED 

The Society was formed on Saturday, March 
14,1942, at the old Ohio State Museum on High 
Street in Columbus, Ohio by LaDow Johnston, 
Henry Kercher, Dr. Gordon Meuser, Donald 
MacBeth and Holmes Ellis of the museum staff. 
Soon they were joined by a host of fellow 
collectors from across the Buckeye State and 
the Heartland of America. Although established 
a mere three months after Pearl Harbor in the 
early days of the Second World War, the Society 
epitomized "The Good Old Days", "The Old-
Time Collector", and perhaps the peak of 
cooperation between the collector and the 
professional. In fact, the proclaimed object of 
the Society was "to preserve archaeological 
sites and specimens, and to bring about a closer 
relationship between the collector and the 
archaeologist". 

A constitution was soon drafted, the dues set 
at one dollar per annum and the first meeting 
was scheduled for Saturday, May 23, 1942, 
however, due to conflicts the meeting was 
changed to Sunday May 24th at the Museum. 
The fiscal year for paying dues began June 1, 
1942. Meetings, programs and a bulletin were 
planned quarterly to keep the membership 
advised of all the latest noteworthy 
archaeological news and events. Dr. Gordon 
Meuser was elected the first president and 
Holmes Ellis the first secretary. Mr. Ellis 
probably did more than any other person in 
promoting good will between the professional 
archaeologists and the Indian Relic collectors 
during this period. 

Others remembered attending the early 
wartime meetings, although probably not a 
complete listing, are Dr. Leon Kramer, Dr. W.V. 
Sprague, Frank Sharp, Phillip Kientz, Robert 
Craver, ArthurAlteck, Raymond C. Vietzen, Dr. 
Stanley Copeland, Frank Shipley, Jess McKee, 
frank G. Burdett, Hubert C. Wachtel, A.c. 
Spetnagle, W.H. Mason, Gilbert Dille, Frank 

J.W. McManus, 2808 Lawrence Ave., Nederland, Texas 77627 

teaching me much of what I know about artifacts 
today, particularly the slate farms which were 
far more numerous in northern Ohio than in my 
familiar haunts of southeastern Ohio. 

Teach and George Kiefer. Out of state 
members in regular attendance were Dr. 
Roland Bunch if Indiana and Dr. T. Hugh Young 
of Nashville. 

At this time, it was a struggle to keep the 
organization active and vibrant. Nearly all the 
members not on active duty were involved in 
essential war work serving on draft and ration 
boards and other related activities. Even when 
the rationing of tires and gasoline was not a 
problem, the long hours involved kept many 
an enthusiastic collector from attending 
meetings. Actually, if the Ohio State Museum 
had not furnished a meeting room and the 
hearty cooperation of Dr. HC. Shetrone, E. c. 
Zepp and R. G. Morgan, as well as Mr. Ellis, 
the Society may not have survived this period 
of turmoil waiting for, "the boys return from the 
War". 

During the war years a large number of 
collectors were placed upon the market with 
too few buyers. Entire collections were bought 
in order to obtain a single artifact. There was 
even fear that the days of Indian Relic collecting 
were over due to the paucity of new artifact 
collectors. To alleviate the problem each 
member was to enthusiastically encourage a 
young collector by sharing identification and 
authentication skills and to make duplicate 
artifacts available, either by gift or at a modest 
price, with the eventual goal of gaining a new 
member. 

It was soon discovered in 1946, the returning 
war veterans were more interested in obtaining 
"a little white house with a picket fence" first, 
before returning to their artifact collectors. 
Nevertheless while a student at the Ohio State 
University undertheGI Bill, I joined the Society 
on Junel, 1946, and although I was already a 
member Mr. Gilbert Dille of Akron became my 
mentor, providing me with numerous pieces and 

For reasons given, artifact prices had remained 
nearly unchanged for more than a decade. 
Prices were indeed low by today's standards. 
Points ranged from a nickel to a dollar each, 
celts were a quarter and up, grooved axes were 
50 cents to a dollar and nice two holed slate 
gorgets went for two dollars. Of course, all the 
fears of the forties were unfounded and by 1960 
collector interest returned with a renewed 
vengeance far exceeding even the most 
optimistic forecasts. 

In 1948, the first dealer to set up a display and 
to sell artifacts at the meetings was Cameron 
Parks and his card table. In 1949, Hubert C. 
Wachtel assumed the new title of Editor. He 
changed the name of the Society's quarterly 
publication from Bulletin to Ohio Archaeologist 
and enlarged the format. As founding editor of 
this periodical he began a publishing tradition 
that continues to he present day. Thus in eight 
short years the quarterly had grown from a 
mimeographed newsletter of the war years to 
a 32 page journal receiving national recognition. 

Aftera lifetime of collecting, I have learned that 
we are custodians of our collections for only a 
few years. All persons mentioned in this article 
are now deceased and their treasures have 
passed on to others. Therefore, it is imperative 
to record all authentic data relating to sites and 
artifacts for the future. It is far better to record 
the information directly upon a specimen than 
it is to use number and letter codes that are 
meaningless to everyone except the original 
owner. Start documenting today; tomorrow will 
be yesterday before you know it. 

Figure 1 - Dr. Gordon F Meuser, 
Columbus, first President of the 
Society. As a young man, he 
traveled the back roads in a horse 
and buggy seeking artifacts from 
farms along the way. He believed 
there were no duplicate artifacts 
that every one found was unique. 
His enormous Ohio collection 
featured effigy forms, slate, pipes 
and discodials. His favorite 
specialty was his large grouping of 
slate lizard forms. 
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Figure 3 - Dr. Leon Kramer. 
Columbus, President 1945. is shown 
holding his famous Ashtabula. His 
collection, exclusively Ohioan, 
featured classic examples of point 
types made of Flint Ridge materials 
and the finest known of all 32 
recognized Ohio types of the forties. 
He was always available to help 
collectors whether young or old, 
beginner or advanced. 

Figure 2 - LaDow Johnston. Toledo, 
helped to organize the Society. His modest 
but superb collection contained no flint, 
celts or axes, being restricted to the slate 
forms: birdstones. amulets, bannerstones 
and gorgets plus a selection of regional 
pipes. Mr. Johnston was also an authority 
on Historic Indian trade material. Fort 
Meigs and the Fallen Timbers Battlefield. 

Figure 4 - Frank G. Burdett, Springfield. 
President 1946. Co-owned a sporting 
goods store where the majority of his 
collection was displayed. A master at 
public relations, he probably did more than 
any other person in the forties to educate 
the public and to publicize the wonX of the 
Society throughout the United States. 
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THE PEOPLING OF THE AMERICAS SYMPOSIUM, CONCOURSE 
HOTEL, COLUMBUS, OHIO, MAY 22, 2004 

Members of the symposium committee: clockwise from left: George 
Colvin, Mick Van Steen, Chris Rummel, Carl Haruff, Bob Converse 
and ASO President Dr. Brian Fultz. 

COMMENTS FROM ATTENDEES 
"The Peopling of the Americas was an excellent production. One of the best conferences I ever attended". Jack Holland, Research Fellow, 
Buffalo Museum of Science. 

"The conference was a great success - best of its kind that I have ever attended. I feel truly privileged to have met the 'big payers' in the 
Paleo world. The banquet was great, the hotel was great, the books were great and the artifacts were great". Steve Timmermans, Aquatic 
Scientist, Ontario, Canada. 

"Wasn't that a great symposium? I had planned to stay for a short time, but the talks were so interesting I stayed the whole day". Dale 
Gnidovec, Orton Geological Museum, Ohio State University. 
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Linda Spurlock, on behalf of Dr. Olaf Prufer, explained the 
present state of, and the future of, Paleo studies in Ohio. 

Dr. Chris Ellis of the University of Western Ontario is a Paleo 
specialist who has worked at numerous sites in Canada, 
including Thedford II, Caradoc, and Crowfield. He has published 
many papers and reports concerning late Paleo sites where Hi-
Lo points were found. 

Robert Converse spoke on 
the Mielke Site, a Paleo site 
in Shelby County. Bob is the 
author of numerous books 
and is Editor of the Ohio 
Archaeologist. 

Dale Gnidovec is Curator and Collections Manager of the Orton 
Hall Geological Museum at Ohio State. He is a geologist with a 
special interest in paleontology and the Ice-Age environment. 
Dale's talk concluded with a look at an excavation near Findlay 
which yielded many fossil bones. 

Dr. James Chatters, forensic archaeologist from Washington, was 
lead investigator of the Kennewick skeleton. He outlined the 
most recent advances in the study of Paleo skeletal material. 

Dr. Doug Owesly, Division Head for Physical Anthropology at 
the Smithsonian, is America's foremost forensic 
anthropologist. He explained that Paleo Americans were 
physically unlike any living populations. 

17 
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Dr. Tom Dillehay, excavator of the Monte 
Verde site in Chile, spoke about problems 
concerning, and the future of, research into 
the first peopling of the Americas. He 
presented the featured program at the 
symposium dinner on Saturday evening. 

Dr. Dennis Stanford, Curator of Archaeology at 
the Smithsonian Institution, presented 
evidence of a European origin for the first 
inhabitants of the Americas. 

Dr. Brain Redmond, Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, is one of Ohio's leading archaeologists. He 
discussed the Paleo Crossing site in Medina County 
and Sheridan Cave in Wyandot County. 

Dr. James Adovasio is the well-known excavator of Meadowcroft 
Rockshelter, the oldest known site in the United Sattes. He 
explained that the role of women has been overlooked in 
understanding behavior in Paleo American culture. 

Dr. Richard Michael Gramly, one of America's foremost 
scholars on Paleo cultures, elucidated sites on which 
Cumberland points have been found. Mike is known as a 
good friend to numerous ASO members. 
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The banquet was sold out with 200 in attendance. 

At the banquet, left to right: Walt Sperry, ASO Trustee Dr. Tom Dillehay, Dr. Dennis 
Stanford, Robert Converse, Steve Carpenter, ASO Webmaster. 

Symposium Committee member Elaine Holzapfel with two 
enthusiastic Canadian attendees. On right is 
Steve Timmerman, Aquatic Scientist. 

The bookroom provided an abundance of additional information 
for symposium attendees. 
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Artifacts from the Boyd-Ledford Paleo site in Christian 
County, Kentucky. 

Gary Summers displayed artifacts from 
Nobles Pond, a Paleo site in Stark County, 
Ohio. 

Carl Haruff displayed personal finds from a 
Paleo locality which he surveys in Knox 
County, Ohio. 
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Artifacts from Sandy Springs, a Paleo site in Adams County, presented by 
Steve Kelley of Seaman, Ohio. 

Don Simon, expert on Paleo artifacts and sites 
from Michigan, presented detailed displays of 
artifacts from the Gainey and Butler sites. 
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THE WEST BROAD STREET MOUND MYSTERY 
By D. R. Gehlbach 

The archaeological mystery began two years ago 
at a friend's home at Buckeye Lake, Ohio. While 
perusing through one of his old time photo albums 
of Columbus, Ohio scenes, (my friend Chance 
Brockway is a commercial photographer and anti
quarian photo collector), I came across a silver print 
of an Indian mound. It was labeled "Indian mound 
on West Broad Street below the Asylum, 1904" 
(Figure 1). As with most researchers and curious 
folks I needed to find out more about this photo
graph. Another Columbus visitor at Chance's resi
dence that day, stated sardonically, "Well everyone 
from the hilltop (west Columbus) knows about the 
prehistoric mound that used to stand on the site of 
the ODOT (Ohio Department of Transportation) 
garage". His statement further piqued my interest 
since in 1997 I had published a monograph titled, 
The Archaeology of Franklin County, which listed 
most if not all of the recorded mounds in the county, 
but of course not the one on West Broad Street. 

My first inclination was to find another reference 
about the West Broad Street mound. I searched 
historic tabulations of Columbus/Franklin County 
sites going back to Prosper Wetmore and James 
Rodgers, two early chroniclers, who listed the local 
mounds and earthworks and/or plotted then on 
primitive maps. On a Rodgers' map a small dot 
(signifying a mound) was shown in the right area 
on the west side of the Scioto River near down
town Columbus. The 1911 Columbus Quadrangle 
Geological map (Figure 2) also showed the oblong 
shaped mound in the right location adjacent to 
Broad Street. Ironically, Rodgers made no refer
ence to the map notation in his detailed thirty five 
page 1888 discourse in Franklin County prehistory. 
His summary was part of the two volume History of 
the City of Columbus Ohio published in 1892. 
Rodgers' contribution included documentation as 
to the location and current status of the mounds 
and earthworks, but again nothing was said of the 
West Broad Street mound. Neither Warren K. 
Moorehead nor William C. Mills mention the mound 
in their multiple publications on the Ohio mounds. 
It would seem Mills Archaeological Atlas of Ohio, 
published in 1914, would have referenced what was 
such a dominating structure on the Franklin County 
landscape. All of this deepened the mystery. 

About a year ago as I was tidying up some of my 
reference materials, I came across James Rodgers 
1888 "doctored" photo of the Toepfner mound, also 
known as the Pope mound (Figure 3). The render
ing of the mound located on the north bank of the 
Scioto Rover, near the West Broad Street mound, 
seemed to resemble the 1904 photo. In fact sev
eral identifying features seemed to be almost iden
tical. 

As shown in Figures 1 and 3, the two mounds are 
configured much the same with flattops and steep 
sides. In addition both are surrounded by gravel 
walkways, both have flagpoles erected on their 
summits and both appear to stand in front of wind/ 
watermills of a similar design. Could the West Broad 
Street mound photo have been mislabeled or the 
caption erroneously added at a later date? The 
answer seemed elusive given the extensive amount 
of elapsed time and resulting lack of recoverable 
memories. 

My ongoing research into the nature of the West 
Broad Street mound situation was recently taken 
on a new life due to the help of Dr. Bruce Aument, 
Rick Hentz and Janet Bix of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation. Bruce's assistance in particular 

has been invaluable in being able to reach some 
reasonable conclusions about the authenticity of 
the West Broad Street mound. 

It would seem fitting to briefly mention the history 
of the two Columbus area mounds referenced in 
this article. 

The Toepfner mound, named for its last owner, was 
located on Riverside Drive, State Route 33, near 
its intersection with Grandview Avenue. The loca
tion is about two and a half miles northwest of down
town Columbus and about a mile northwest of the 
West Broad Street mound on the same Scioto River 
floodplain. It was totally obliterated in 1953-54 as 
a result of a salvage dig conducted by Raymond 
Baby on behalf of the Ohio Historical Society. An 
early Woodland Period Adena mound, formerly 
about 22 feet in height, it served as a cemetery for 
some 85 Adena Indians. It has been carbon dated 
450BC to 250BC. 

As mentioned, the West Broad Street mound was 
also located on the flat Scioto floodplain about two 
miles from downtown Columbus. Located west of 
the mound, at the top of the elevated first terrace 
bordering the floodplain, were once a series of build
ings comprising the former State Insane Asylum 
Institution. The site is now occupied by newer state 
owned office buildings, including the offices of the 
Ohio Department of Transportation. The mound 
was located about a quarter mile east of this loca
tion along Broad Street. It stood at roughly a 45 
degree angle facing the street and about 100 feet 
to the north. As Figure 1 shows it was an imposing 
structure of a roughly rectangular shape and steep 
sides. In its final years it was covered with a stand 
of mature trees. Because of its size, (estimated to 
be 20 feet high, 300 feet long and 100 feet wide) 
and the fact that it was the elevated feature in an 
otherwise flat farm field it wouldn't have gone un
noticed. 

How then did this West Broad Street structure es
cape cataloging by most if not all the local early 
archaeologists and researchers? The logical an
swer is they didn't believe it was an artificial mound. 
Evidence supporting this view comes from a se
ries of aerial photographs of Ohio Department of 
transportation construction work at the site. Dr. 
Bruce Aument, supplied a number of photos taken 
between 1946 and 1974 which show the changes 
to the area landscape over this period of time. 
Among other things they document the gradual 

demise of the West Broad Street mound. Of most 
importance in the course of the construction activ
ity, the composition of the West Broad Street mound 
was revealed. In one of the early photos, (Figure 
4), while the mound is clearly visible, a possible 
extension of the structure to the southeast is shown 
(indicated by white smearing on the landscape). 
This suggests the mound may have been part of 
an elongated moraine-like structure which extended 
to the southeast. The extension may have been 
destroyed during the early 1800's construction of 
Route 40 (Broad Street) west from Columbus. 
Other photos in the series show the later construc
tion of a massive central ODOT garage facility in 
the flat farm field and the mostly destroyed mound 
extension feature. Unfortunately, in 1959 the con
struction of the driveway to the garage from Broad 
Street resulted in the destruction of a portion of the 
eastern tip of the mound. Then in early 1960 most 
of the remaining mound was removed to be used 
as fill for the garage foundation. Test borings de
termined this fill was largely sand and gravel likely 
from a glacial deposit. 

In 1971 the construction of Interstate 70 and more 
specifically the exit ramp to eastbound Broad Street 
eliminated both the ODOT garage driveway en
trance and any remaining above ground vestiges 
of the mound. Any residual mound materials would 
now be under the base of the fill for the exit ramp. 

The following represents conclusions that could now 
be reached from the available information about 
the West Broad Street mound. 

1. The West Broad Street mound and Pope/ 
Toepfner mound photos are likely those of a 
single edifice, namely the Pope/Toepfner mound. 

2. The so-called West Broad Street mound prob
ably was a natural feature, and not an "Indian" 
mound, the feature representing the remaining 
portion of a terminal moraine. 

3. The West Broad Street structure would have 
been identified and preserved by the State of 
Ohio if it was prehistoric in origin. 

The writer would be interested in hearing from any
one who could provide further information on the 
story of the West Broad Street mound. Thanks 
again to Dr. Bruce Aument, Rick Hentz and Janet 
Bix of the Ohio Department of Transportation for 
their help in gathering information for this article. 

Figure 1 (Gehlbach) 1904 Photo labeled "West Broad Street mound, below the Asylum" 
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Figure 2 (Gehlbach) 1911 Columbus Quadrangle Geologi
cal map showing West Broad Street mound elevation 
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Figure 3 (Gehlbach) 1888 Photo of Pope/Toepfner mound 

Figure 4 (Gehlbach) 1946 Aerial Photo showing West Broad Street mound and the 
proposed extension feature 
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DR. RUSSEL LONG'S GENICULATES 
by 

Robert N. Converse, 199 Converse Drive 
Plain City, Ohio 43064 

Bannerstones are intriguing objects since they are found in a 
bewildering range of sizes, styles and materials. Because of this 
wide diversity of design and configuration they have been the subject 
of endless speculation. In fact the common name "bannerstones" 
arose from the theory that many of them were used as emblems of 
rank, as badges of office or as symbols in ceremonies. 

The first clue to their actual function or purpose was theorized during 
the pre World War IIWPAarchaeological investigations in Kentucky. 
In Archaic graves prismoidal bannerstones were discovered in 
conjunction with antler hooks. It was deduced that the antler hook 
formed the end of an atlatl or spearthrower and that the bannerstone 
served as a balance or weight. Since the atlatl was made of wood 
it had disintegrated over several thousand years of burial leaving 
only the antler hook and the bannerstone. Thus, some part of the 
role these unusual stones played was revealed. 

However, even though the theory for the function of prismoidal 
bannerstones was fairly well substantiated, there were still questions 
about many of the other more elaborate and complicated 
bannerstones were used. Many of them were in their original pristine 
condition (they had never been found in graves) and seemed too 
large and delicate for actual use on hunting atlatls. It was possible 
that the early theory - only guessed at - that their use as symbols 
was correct. 

All the guesswork aside, among the most fascinating of all 
bannerstones or atlatl weights are so-called geniculates (geniculate 
being a Latin work meaning knee-shaped). Geniculates, so far as 
I know, are the only non-symmetrical bannerstones - that is, the 
hole on all bannerstones is drilled through the center and the 
bannerstone has equal sides. Not so on geniculates - there is 
nothing symmetrical about them. Nor is the drilling circular - it is 
oblong - a feature seen on panel bannerstones to which the 
geniculate may be related. 

In the color plate are two geniculates originally collected by Dr. 
Russel Long, now deceased, who grew up in Ada, Hardin County, 
Ohio. His catalog notes from the 1930's are fascinating. The smaller 
geniculated is listed as: 

Found by Byron Tabor on his farm 1 mile south of Ada along Grass 
Run around 1896. I tried to buy it but no go. He died in 1946 and 
I bought it from his niece Mrs. True Yale who sold it to me after 
another niece had been told by an antique dealer that it was worth 
$6.00 which is what I paid for it. 

The second geniculate - the larger one - is listed in the catalog as 
an "L" Stone. It was found near Maysville, Ohio, (in Hardin County) 
by LeRoy Thompson. I bought it for $2.00 along with three other 
pieces. 

Figure 1 (Converse) Two geniculate bannerstones originally collected by Dr. Russell Long in 
Hardin County, Ohio. 
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ANCHOR PENDANTS 
by 

Jeff Smith, 7702 E Co Rd 350 S, Frankfort. Indiana 

In the accompanying color plate are anchor pendants from my collection. A variety of designs may be seen in the type from those with 
slight flukes - upper left to those which have exaggerated ones - third top row. They are nearly always made of banded slate and the 
suspension hole is always placed in the very upper end of the piece. 

Figure 1 (Smith) Anchor pendants from Ohio and Indiana. 

A RED SLATE GLACIAL KAME ELLIPTICAL GORGET 
by 

Steve Carpenter, Plain City, Ohio. 

This red slate Glacial Kame gorget was originally found in Union County, Ohio. It measures 5 inches long. Several engraved lines may 
be seen near one perforation, a feature often seen on damaged or salvaged pieces of slate although this piece seems to be undamaged. 

Figure 1 (Carpenter) Red slate Glacial Kame gorget from Union County. 
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THE BOBLETT MOUNDS, CLARK COUNTY, OHIO 

This paper presents information concerning the 
Boblett Mound Group, as well as details relating 
to the excavation and internal structure of one of 
the mounds and the contents therein. This 
information would not be available were it not for 
two reports written by Mr. Arthur R. Altick, then 
Secretary-Curator of the Clark County Historical 
Society (Clark County Museum), Springfield, Ohio 
and published in 1940 and 1941. One of these 
reports (Altick, 1941) contains detailed information 
and field sketches recorded by Mr. K. M. Boblett 
as he excavated Mound #2 in 1939, which were 
later rewritten and redrawn by Altick. 

The Boblett Mounds are located in the west central 
portion of Section 3, T3E, R9N, Bethel Township, 
Clark County, Ohio. The Boblett Mound Group 
has also been designated in the Ohio 
Archaeological Inventory Site OHS #33 CI 7 by 
Michael A. Smolek (1975a). All of the mounds 
are located on a secondary terrace east of Donnels 
Creek. In 1935, Altick received permission from 
K. M. Boblett to conduct a survey of Boblett Mound 
#1, also known locally as the Lowry Mound, 
located on the Boblett farm. While doing this 
survey, Altick discovered what he believed to be 
six additional mounds, hereto unknown, located 
south and southwest on Mound #1. In 1935, these 
newly discovered mounds were located in a 
wooded area which Altick considered fortunate, 
since had been in a cultivated field, they probably 
would have long since been obliterated due to their 
small size. 

The Boblett Mound Group 

The following information about and 
measurements of the Boblett Mounds are based 
on Altick's field survey of 1935 and published in 
1940: 

Mound #1 - a slightly oval mound measuring 32 
feet long north-south by 30 feet wide, east-west. 
It was well-rounded with a height of 3 feet. The 
top was not sunken in and appeared to have never 
been explored. 

Mound #2 - a truncated, nearly conical structure 
almost perfectly circular with a diameter of 30 feet 
and a height of 4 feet. Like Mound #1, its top is 
slightly rounded, not sunken in, and also appears 
to have never been explored. It is located about 
150 feet southwest of Mound #1. 

Mound #3 - located on a knoll 200 feet south of 
Mound #1, is oval in shape measuring 39 feet long 
by 23 feet wide and 2 feet high. 

Mound #4 - an oval structure 23 feet long by 13 
feet wide and 3 feet high. 

Mound #5 - an oval structure 21 feet long by 14 
feet wide and 2 feet high. 

Mound #6 - an oval structure 16 feet long by 11 
feet wide and 3 feet high 

Mound #7 - the smallest mound, oval in shape 
measuring 10 feet by 8 feet and 2 feet high. 

In 1935, Altick concluded that none of these 
mounds appeared to have been examined or 

By 
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Wittenburg University, Springfield, Ohio 45501 

explored internally. His field survey of the 
surrounding area adjacent to the mounds revealed 
no embankments or earthwork enclosures. 

Even though Altick's field work noted the presence 
of seven mounds, it is debatable whether all of 
these features are actually prehistoric mounds. 
David Collins (1959; personal comm.., 2004) 
excavated one of the smaller mounds many years 
ago and finding no evidence of a burial or artifacts 
therein, concluded it was not an artificial, man-
made structure. He interpreted that several of 
these smaller mound-like features are most likely 
deposits of earth created when trees fell or were 
uprooted and the soil which normally adhered to 
the root system was left behind as a pile of earth. 
Over time, this earthen pile would weather and 
grade into a mound-like shape. However, Mounds 
#1 and #2 of the Boblett Gourp and perhaps others 
do represent true burial mounds, as proven by 
Boblett's excavation of Mound #2 in 939. 

The present status of the entire Boblett mound 
Group is unknown. Smolke (1975a) reported that 
one mound, estimated to be about one meter in 
height and 10 meters in diameter was visible from 
the road in a pasture at the northwestern edge of 
a wood lot. He also mentions that Mr. Charles 
Stout of the Soil Conservation Service reported 
that he was able to find only one mound, visible 
from the road, when he visited the site in 1958. 

Excavation on Boblett Mound #2 

Sometime during 1938 or early 1939, Boblett 
decided to explore one of the mounds of his farm 
and sought advice from Arthur Altick on proper 
excavation techniques. During the two month 
period from January 11 to March 3,1939, Boblett 
carefully excavated Mound #2. Altick (1941) 
reports that despite the winter weather, Boblett did 
a very meticulous and commendable job of 
carefully measuring, recording data, and mapping 
the internal structure and contents of the mound. 

Boblett's field measurements of Mound #2 differed 
slightly form those recorded by Altick in 1935. 
Boblett described Mound #2 as a truncated, almost 
conical structure approximately 25 feet in diameter 
east-west by 30 feet in diameter north-south and 
a height of about 21/2 feet. A good cross-sectional 
/sketch through the mound, drawn by Altick, is 
based on Boblett's original field sketch (Figure 1). 
The composition of the mound (upper 2 1/2 feet) 
is a red clay which continues downward another 
3 1/2 feet below the baseline, at which point gravel 
is encountered (Figure 1). The red clay earth used 
to construct the mound was evidently removed 
(dug) from two areas immediately adjacent to the 
mound on the northeast and southwest, which left 
visible depressions in the ground. These borrow 
areas are marked on the map of Mound #2 by the 
letters A in the stippled areas (Figure 3). 

Boblett began his excavation with a north-south 
trench, 16 inches wide, through the center of the 
mound and found nothing. He then widened the 
trench an additional 5 feet to the east with a depth 
ranging from 2 feet at the mound edges to 6 feet 

to the center. Figure 1 represents a cross-section 
through the mound along this trench. At a depth 
of 2 feet at location B (Figure 3), a stemmed arrow 
point of yellow chert was found. Boblett also 
reports that abundant charcoal and ash were 
present in the mound earth down to the 2 foot level, 
especially in the northern part of the mound where 
the charcoal was most evident. At location C 
(Figure 3), the soil encountered was a black, waxy 
texture and not mixed with red clay. At a depth of 
4 feet in the black waxy earth at location C, Boblett 
discovered 5 arrow points within an 8 inch circle. 
Adjacent to these arrow points, Boblett also found 
a one-hole slate pendant and a reddish colored, 
sandstone discoidal (Figure 3). Immediately below 
the black soil containing these artifacts was red 
and yellow earth about 2 feet in thickness resting 
on gravel (Figure 1). No further excavations were 
made in the east side of the mound, east of the 
centerline. 

Because the black waxy soil at location C 
continued into the western half of the mound, 
Boblett began to carefully excavate a 16 foot 
diameter semi-circle west of the centerline (Figure 
3). At a depth of 3 feet below the base line in this 
area, Boblett discovered a north-south oriented 
zone of loose black soil located about 3 feet west 
of the centerline which connected with the black 
soil extending west from location C (Figure 3). 
Overall, this black soil area formed an "L" within 
the mound (Figure 2). The bottom of the short 
side of the "L" (location C) was 4 feet below the 
top of the mound and seemed to represent a shelf 
on which the aforementioned artifacts were laid 
(Figure 3). The long side of the "L" measuring 
approximately 8 1/2 feet in length, was found to 
be the grave site. 

Boblett determined the grave (labeled D, Figure 
3) extended to a depth of 6 feet where it bottomed 
out on natural gravel. The grave was filled below 
the 4 foot level with the same black waxy soil which 
contained a large amount of organic vegetation 
material and was quite wet. A single, un-cremated 
skeleton was found in grave, lying on its back with 
the feet pointing to the south and the head oriented 
toward the north. As Boblett slowly uncovered 
the skeleton, beginning at the feet, he discovered 
the bones were so soft and pasty they could not 
be removed without disintegrating. The soft quality 
of the bones encased in the sticky black earth 
made the skeleton impossible to remove. 
Carefully inspecting the burial, Boblett found near 
26 bear tooth ornaments under and around the 
pelvic bones (Figure 3). Fragments of probably 8 
additional bear tooth ornaments were also found 
in the same area. In addition, 4 well preserved 
and 2 decayed bear tooth ornaments, identical to 
those from the pelvic region, were found on the 
left arm above the elbow. 

When Boblett uncovered the skull, he noticed all 
of the soil surrounding it was colored a dark 
maroon. Just to the right side of the skull he 
discovered several interesting artifacts. These 
included a large, 4 1/2 inch, grey flint blade, a 
smaller chalcedony blade and a chalcedony spear 
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point. The tip of an antler flaking tool was also 
found in the same location. Some of these artifacts 
were slightly discolored by red iron oxide that had 
evidently been introduced around the head of the 
deceased at the time of burial. Boblett also noticed 
the left side of the lower jaw contained 5 perfect 
teeth that showed very little wear and no defects. 
Based on the teeth, he interpreted the individual 
had been in the prime of life when death occurred. 
He searched the mound for other burials and 
finding none concluded that only one burial was 
present. 

Artifacts from the Boblett Mound #2 

All of the artifacts discovered by Boblett during 
excavation of the mound were donated to the Clark 
County Historical Society, Springfield, Ohio. Arthur 
Altick subsequently made very detailed pen and 
ink drawings of most of these artifacts, as depicted 
in Figure 4. The author has been able to locate 
some of these artifacts in the collections on the 
Clark County Historical Society; however, some 
of the items are either missing or could not be 
found. One of the more spectacular artifacts is 
the large grey flint blade which measures 4 1/2 
inches in length by 2 ae inches width (Figures 4b 
and 5). It is a Hopewell Cache blade composed 
of Indiana hornstone and is very finely chipped 
along the edges. It will fits the description and 
criteria for Hopewell Cache blades presented by 
Converse (1994). As mentioned, it was discovered 
by Boblett just to the right side of the skull (Figure 
3). In the same location, three additional artifacts 
were found which included: a 2 inch, Hopewell 
blade of Flint Ridge chalcedony (Figure 4c); a 
Hopewell spear point of the same material (Figure 
4d): and the broken tip of an antler flaking tool 
(Figure 4g). The Hopewell spear point measures 
2 ° inches in length, has a broken barb, and surface 
patina, as well as red iron oxide staining (Figures 
4d and 6). The tip of the antler flaking tool is 
illustrated in Figure 4g and Figure 6. Unfortunately, 
the Hopewell blade (Figure 4c) could not be 
located in the collections. The first item which 
Boblett encountered in the mound was the 
stemmed arrow point of yellow chert found at 
location B. This stemmed point is illustrated as 
Figure 4e and in Figure 6. It measures 2 1/2 inches 

in length and is actually more of a poor quality, 
heavily painted, white chert, perhaps Logan 
County chert. 

Among the most interesting items recovered from 
the mound were a number of bear canine teeth 
which have been ground into ornaments (Figures 
4f and 7). The teeth were ground into a rectangular 
shape with flat sides and two shallow holes were 
drilled from one side only as deep as to intersect 
the nerve duct. This would permit a cord to be 
threaded through the holes and nerve duct so as 
to enable these ornaments to be strung or 
suspended in some manner. Boblett surmised that 
the 26 plus bear tooth ornaments which he 
discovered in the pelvic region of the burial may 
have been part of a belt or girdle. Similarly, the 6 
ornaments which he found at the left arm region 
of the skeleton he interpreted to have possibly 
been part of an arm-band. Collins (1959) 
describes and illustrates similar bear tooth 
ornaments from two other Hopewell mounds in 
Clark County; the Manring Mound in Harmony 
Township and the Campbell Mounds in Bethel 
Township. 

During Boblett's excavation, he discovered the 
aforementioned group of artifacts at location C 
which included: a slate pendant, a sandstone 
discoidal and five arrow points. Altick illustrated 
these items as 4a, 4h and 4i through 4m 
respectively (Figure 4). Unfortunately, these 
artifacts also were not able to be located in the 
CCHS collections. The five projectile (figures 4i-
4m) appear to be typical notched Hopewell points 
and are nearly identical to the common Hopewell 
projectile points illustrated by Converse (2003, p. 
248). The slate pendant (Figure 4a) seems to be 
a type of trapezoidal pendant, being narrower at 
the top, wider at the bottom, and with a single 
perforation. It is quite similar to one or two of the 
trapezoidal pendants illustrated by Converse 
(1978) which he states occur in the Adena, 
Hopewell, and Ft. Ancient cultures. The supposed 
sandstone discoidal (Figure 4h) drawn to represent 
a typical, well-formed discoidal of fine 
workmanship. 

Summary 

Additional information concerning Mound #2 is that 
no log structures, limestone slabs, crematory 
basins or fireplace areas were found in the mound 
(Altick, 1941). In addition. Boblett encountered 
no pottery or potsherds during his excavation. 
Collins (1959) interpreted both the Boblett site and 
Campbell site (located about a mile away) as being 
closely related and possibly constructed by the 
same people. He assigned both sites to the Middle 
Woodland Period. Due to the fact that two 
Hopewell blades and six Hopewell projectile points 
were found suggests that Boblett Mound #2 was 
a small Hopewell burial mound. The Hopewell 
people enamored with the bear as one of the 
powerful animal spirits and symbols in their culture 
as evidenced by the many bear teeth, ornaments 
and effigies often found in their mounds. Converse 
(2003) illustrates and describes a variety of 
different types of drilled bear canine teeth, bear 
tooth effigies and ground bear tooth ornaments 
which have been recovered from the famous 
Hopewell mounds as the Hopewell Farm, the 
Harness Mound and Porter Mound all in Ross 
County, as well as the Tremper Mound in Scioto 
County. The presence of 40 ground and drilled 
bear tooth ornaments found in Boblett Mound #2. 
which are similar to those found in the Manring 
Mound, a former, large Hopewell mound in eastern 
Clark County (Morris, 2004), is further evidence 
of Mound #2 being a Hopewell structure. Native 
copper artifacts such as celts and ear spools, as 
well as items made of other exotic materials 
(obsidian, muscovite mica, marine molluscan 
shells) often typical of large Hopewell mounds, 
were not present in the Boblett mound. This may 
be due, in part, to the small size of the mound 
which contained only one burial, and perhaps the 
deceased individual was of lower status or rank 
within the overall tribal group. 

Across Donnels Creek valley, about one mile 
distant from the Boblett mounds lay the Campbell 
Mound Group and earthworks, as well as a 
habitation site occupied by Hopewell people during 
Middle Woodland time. According to Smolek 
(1975b) much or all of the Campbell site has been 
bulldosed away and destroyed. However, was 
there a connection between the Hopewell people 
who constructed the Campbell mounds and 
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Figure 1 (Morris) North-south cross-section of Boblett Mound #2 drawn 
by Arthur Altick in 1940. based on original field sketch made by KM. 
Boblett in 1939. 

Figure 2 (Morris) Plan view of the "L" shaped black soil area within 
Boblett Mound #2. Drawn by A. Altick in 1940, based on field sketch by 
K. M. Boblett in 1939. 
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earthworks and those who constructed the Boblett 1941 
mounds? Very possibly, those Boblett mounds, 
like Mound #2, which are true burial mounds, were 
built by people either closely related to or perhaps 
the same Hopewell people who inhabited the 
Campbell site. Further study may yield more 
information about these sites and their inhabitants. 
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FIG-O-FLOOR PIHN AND CONTENTS. BOBLETT 
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Figure 3 (Morris) Map view of the interior of 
Boblett Mound #2 showing the location of the 
burial and related artifacts discovered during 
excavation in 1939. Drawn by A. Altick in 1940, 
based on original field sketch by K M. Boblett. 

Figure 4 (Morris) Detailed pen and ink drawings of artifacts discovered by K M. Boblett in Mound #2. Drawings done by Arthur Altick, 1940. 
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Figure 5 (Morris) Large Hopewell Cache blade of Indian 
Homstone measuring 4 Q inches in length from Boblett 
Mound #2. Compare to drawing "b"in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 (Morris) Left - Hopewell pear point of Flint 
Ridge chalcedony: center - Stemmed point of dull 
white chert: right - tip of an antler flaking tool. 
Compare to drawings "d. e and g" respectively, in 
Figure 4. 

Figure 7 (Morris) Six ground and drilled bear tooth 
ornaments recovered from Boblett Mound #2. 
Compare to drawings T in Figure 4. 
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FAITH-BASED ARCHAEOLOGY: BARBARA MANN, ARCHAEOLOGISTS, 
AND THE MOUNDS 

James L. Murphy Ohio State University Libraries 1858 Neil Avenue Mall Columbus OH 43210 

Native Americans, Archaeologists, and the 
Mounds, by Barbara Alice Mann, xxvi, 520 p., 
ill., index. New York: Peter Lang. 

Much of Dr. Mann's book is simply a well-written, 
vitriolic diatribe against virtually all archaeologists, 
tarring them with the same broad brush she uses 
to lambaste W. K. Moorehead, and especially R. 
C. Vietzen. She will get little argument here, for 
the shortcomings of these and other 
archaeologists are well-known, indeed are 
ancient if not prehistoric history, so much so that 
Dr. Mann's detailed relating of their faults is 
tantamount to wielding a sledgehammer to kill a 
gnat. Her polemic would command little or no 
comment were it not for the political and religious 
agenda to which she applies these facts and 
various Native American and pan-Indian myths. 
(Parenthetically, perhaps I should state that while 
I happen to have no particular quarrel with 
NAGPRA, the respectful treatment and reburial 
of human remains, or even eliminating golf at the 
Licking County Country Club, I do still believe in 
the rights of private property owners and I am 
not inclined to accept anyone else's opinion just 
because they declare that they know they are 
right). 

A fulsome introduction to Mann's book by Ward 
Churchill, who has been described as a "scholar-
activist", does little to obscure the fact that Mann 
herself is far more activist than she is scholar. 
Despite literary skill and many of the trappings 
of scholarship, her ignorance and prejudice is 
obvious; her supernumary footnotes fail to mask 
a lack of objectivity and a rampant disregard for 
accuracy. Equally telling is her flippant 
denigration of the work of "western" (i.e., 
Eurocentric) archaeologists: National Park (not 
"Parks") Service archaeological testing at Mound 
City is described as "poking about", the 
professionally executed test excavation at the 
Newark Great Circle in 1992 as "a sort of training 
mission...seemingly on a whim". Dr. George 
Frederick Wright, a respected geologist, 
archaeologist and minister (D.D., L.L.D.) is 
dismissed as the Ohio Archaeological and 
Historical Society's "point man". (Wright was 
actually president of the Ohio Archaeological and 
Historical Society from 1907 to 1919). An entirely 
reasonable suggestion regarding the changing 
settlement-subsistence patterns of Ohio 
Hopewell is rejected as "cockamamie", 
presumably because it gives off a faint whiff of 
evolution, anathema to any pan-Indian 
maintaining that Native American traditions are 
eternal and never-changing. The fact is that 
societies do change and adapt through time, just 
as they change and adapt their traditions, as 
anyone with an open mind and even rudimentary 
powers of observation should be able to 
determine. 

A caustic author as sure of and as full of herself 
as Dr. Mann should be more careful with the facts, 
for example, the Late Prehistoric burials at the 
Riker Site (in Tuscarawas, not Tuscaroras Co.) 

were not "mound burials". The excavations 
conducted there by Vietzen, Kent State University 
and others had nothing to do with the Ohio 
Historical Society, and in no sense of the word 
did the Society "entrust" the site to Vietzen. Nor 
was the Fort Ancient Baum Phase Graham Site, 
which she inaccurately credits Prufer and 
McKenzie with describing as "Shawnee-linked", 
excavated "moments ahead of the construction 
crew", as Mann would have it; I for one was there 
and know better. If Mann has ever been to Fort 
Ancient, she must have been conducted by a 
guide, spiritual or otherwise, because she herself 
clearly does not know where it is. On p. 98, in 
ridiculing early archaeologists' theory that some 
of Ohio's geometric earthworks were military 
fortification, she says that General Anthony 
Wayne disproved this "ridiculous inanity" in 1794 
when he tried to use "poor, abused Fort Ancient" 
as a watchtower. (It was actually a mound in 
present downtown Cincinnati that Wayne partially 
leveled, about 30 miles southwest of Fort 
Ancient). Elsewhere Mann Confuses Fort Ancient 
with the Butler County hilltop fort: in August, 1899, 
(not 1898) E. O. Randall conducted the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science on 
an excursion to fort Ancient - not to the Butler 
County fort. Similarly, the famous Jacksontown 
Stone Mound, confusingly referred to as "the Flint 
Ridge mound" in this book, is a good ten miles 
southwest of Flint Ridge and not on the Ridge. 
As for Licking County's famous "Alligator" or 
"Opossum" Mound, early sandstone quarrying did 
not impact the head of the effigy but the left front 
paw or leg. Squier and David (1848) explicitly 
state that the landowner had ceased quarrying, 
in order to prevent further harm to the mound, 
yet Mann dismisses this documented effort as 
"rumored", typical of her pattern of stereotyping 
all 19lh century attitudes towards the mounds and 
twisting facts to suit herself. 

Dr. Mann is not only geographically challenged 
but archaeologically challenged as well. On p. 
91 she actually manages to confound the Spruce 
Hill Fort and the Edwin Harness Mound! Despite 
the presence of some constructional use of stone 
around the base, Harness can by no means be 
called a "stone mound". Mann consistently 
confuses or conflates earthworks and burial 
mounds, so that they appear to be all one and 
the same to her, e.g., the Madisonville "mounds". 
And only a single prehistoric human burial has 
ever been discovered within the Newark octagon 
and circle or the Great Circle, which therefore 
are by no stretch of a normal imagination a 
"cemetery". But, the more desecrated bones 
there are or that Mann imagines the better of her 
argument. 

Although, she savagely derides the "fort fantasy" 
accepted by the 19th C. archaeologists, Mann 
apparently accepts without any qualms the even 
more preposterous idea recorded by David 
Zeisberger that the Talligewi (Moundbuilders) 
"used their mound heights to military advantage, 
always keeping 'great blocks lying about, in order 

that should the enemies attempt to storm the 
heights these might be rolled upon and among 
them so as to keep them shut off". Equally as 
improbable as these boulders of mass destruction 
is a Shawnee tradition preserved by C. C. 
Trowbridge that had the Shawnee "acting quickly" 
to build a fortification, "carefully transplanting 
walnut, hickory, and beech trees so as to have a 
ready supply of nuts, should they come under 
siege and be unable to hunt, fish, or hoe for food 
(italics added)". Unless the Shawnee were 
planning for a Thirty Years War, one doesn't have 
to be a tree surgeon to understand the physical 
and temporal constraints on even an army being 
able to transplant a grove of nut trees sufficiently 
large to be of use in providing adequate rations 
for an extended period of siege. In fact, 
Trowbridge actually qualified this by saying "in 
some degree be spared from a famine", but the 
tradition still remains improbable, if taken literally, 
and in fact Late Prehistoric earthen enclosures 
are not marked by the presence of walnut, hickory 
and beech trees or by the incorporation of "a 
parcel of old logs" in their construction, giving the 
lie to a literal interpretation of this myth. 
Interestingly, Mann accepts without comment the 
fact that these Shawnee warriors "made certain 
of having fresh water in the event of an attack by 
enclosing a spring in the center of their 
fortification". Interesting because only a few 
pages earlier she quickly dismisses as fantasy 
J.T. Short's idea that the artificial lake in the 
middle of the Spruce Hill earthworks was 
probably dug to supply water in case of a siege. 
Although she cites Trowbridge's statement that 
the Shawnees "never used stone in the 
construction of their forts", only in construction 
of sweat houses and stone box graves, she 
blithely ignores the fact that this conflicts with her 
declaration that Fort Ancient, where the 
constructional use of stone is evident in parts of 
the earthworks, was built by the Shawnee. She 
also twists Trowbridge's remark that the Shawnee 
"do not pretend to account for the construction 
of the very regular fortifications discovered in the 
west" into a statement about European 
fortifications, although it is quite clear that 
Trowbridge was referring to the very regular 
geometric earthworks discovered (which were 
then considered fortifications) and not to recently 
constructed European forts and entrenchments. 
To manage this, she is then forced to dismiss the 
Hopewellian geometric earthworks as "irregular" 
circles and squares, when the regularity of their 
construction is one of their hallmarks. 

The Piketon Graded Way, which most 
archaeologists now agree was a natural feature, 
is not only Hopewellian but "Cherokee" according 
to the oral traditions whispered to Mann, as must 
be the Great Hopewellian Road; but then she also 
speculates that there were similar "highways" 
constructed across old Iroquoia; in fact, she says, 
it was "commonplace" for natives to build long, 
wide, straight, raised highways connecting 
ceremonial centers. Unfortunately, the only one 
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she chooses to mention specifically in western 
New York is actually a well-known fossil beach 
ridge originally recognized by DeWitt Clinton in 
1811. Clinton accurately described the natural 
phenomenon in considerable detail and gave 
ample evidence that this "stupendous natural 
turnpike covered with gravel" was "the ancient 
boundary of this great lake (Lake Iroquois)", which 
was thoroughly mapped and studied more than 
100 years ago (Fairchild 1902). Nonetheless, 
Mann is convinced that because there is an 
Iroquoian cultural tradition of four "Great White 
Rots' roads that stretched out from "the Tree of 
the Great Peace", then these Iroquoian roads 
were "literal highways laid out to the cardinal 
directions from the core of Iroquoia". But 
consistency does not appear to be a virtue of 
Mann's oral tradition. Just as some of these 
putative ancient artificial highways are Cherokee 
and some are Iroquioan. some Hopewellian 
earthworks are identified as "Cherokee" while the 
Hopewellian earthworks at Fort Ancient are 
labelled "a major Shawnee earthwork". Stone 
mounds are variously allotted to both the 
Shawnee and the Lenape. Would that it were 
that simple! 

Dr. Mann's knowledge of Ohio history also seems 
precarious or deliberately jaundiced. According 
to her. the "unnecessary" Licking Reservoir was 
built because "settlers in Licking County, Ohio, 
decided that the rainfall in this very deciduous 
area was insufficient". Once it was built, "the 
reservoir turned out to have been unnecessary 
after all", according to her peculiar view. She 
provides nary a hint or passing allusion to the 
fact that this huge reservoir was part of a state 
wide canal system, built not at the whim of the 
settlers of deciduous Licking Co. but by the Sate 
of Ohio, in a major public works and engineering 
feature that - dare say it? - dwarfs all of the 
prehistoric earthworks in Ohio. 

Contrary to Mann's belief, the placement of Camp 
Sherman north of Chillicothe and coincidentally 
on the site of mound City had nothing to do with 
the "settler myth" that these earthworks had been 
fortifications. It was based upon the availability 
of large acreage, abundant water and nearby hills 
that stimulated the variety of conditions to be 
expected in the European War. Her disregard of 
accuracy is well shown by the manner in which 
she transmogrifies details in Richard Peck's 
history of Camp Sherman. By her account, 
several railroad spurs become "myriad 
warehouse spurs scattered across the area". She 
decries the fact that wells were sunk along the 
Scioto River but fails to note that they were well 
away from Mound City proper. Crossing the line 
from hyperbole to out-and-out invention, she 
bemoans the fact that "Similarly, septic tanks 
were sunk into Mound City, pumping the sewage 
created by this large-scale operation onto the 
bones of the ancestors". Peck documents that 
there was a large septic tank built well 
downstream from the camp and nowhere near 
the earthworks. No one disputes the severe 
impact construction of Camp Sherman had no 
Mound City, but certainly no purpose is served 
by such distortion of facts, other than to 

demonstrate the intensity of Mann's monomania, 
or "mythomania". 

Mann avers that archaeologists and "Westerners" 
in general have ignored Indian oral tradition. Yet 
whom does she quote to buttress her arguments? 
No less than Heckwelder, Brinton, John Johnston, 
David Jones and James B. Griffin. Outside the 
Midwest, more recent archaeologists have 
frequently used oral tradition to test their theories 
but - here's the rub - they used archaeological 
evidence to test those oral traditions. Mann and 
her ilk want no part of testing their revealed truths. 
Any first grader who has played the game of 
"gossip" should understand the problem of oral 
tradition, and when oral tradition is further cloaked 
in the guise of religious authority it is no more 
compelling archaeologically than is the Bible of 
the Book of Mormon. Contemporary 
archaeologists almost routinely incorporate oral 
history and ethno-historical data into the process 
of testing direct-historic theories or quickly get 
called to task for failing to do so (e.g., Dunham 
et al. 2003 and Boyd 2004). 

Like much oral tradition. Mann herself appears 
to have little real concept of time depth in 
archaeology, citing a Shawnee tradition that they 
came from a Mexican or Caribbean area in order 
to discount the idea that they crossed the Bering 
Strait! But who on earth has ever suggested that 
the Shawnee did cross over the Bering Strait? 
(one accounts she pooh-poohs does suggest that 
they came from the northeast but that scarcely 
tallies with a Bering Strait origin). Why is she so 
opposed to the Bering Strait hypothesis in the 
first place? I suggest for the same ideological 
and political reason so prevalent today amongst 
Native American activists - the solipsistic belief 
that their ancestors have always been in North 
America therefore, they should still own it. The 
same reason she will countenance none but the 
"high counters" in the game of estimating the 
original population of the Americas - the higher 
the count the more genocidal the Euros' treatment 
of the natives. The same reason she ignores or 
denies the relatively recent origin of the "Mother 
earth" tradition so fondly adopted by pan-Indians 
and New Agers alike. Hers is a closed, self-
referential and self-reverential system that never 
needs to question or test itself because it is 
Revealed Wisdom. 

In this vein, Mann ignores the well-documented 
fact that traditions, whether Indian or not. change 
through time (mauze 1997). History and 
anthropology, of course, change, too, but the 
discipline of History, like archaeology, remains 
questioning, skeptical, and self-testing by 
definition, as is true of all good science. The basic 
disagreement between Mann and archaeologists 
is a fundamental difference in world view. She 
does not question Indian authority or oral tradition 
but accepts both and posits and unchanging truth 
- much like organized religion - known only to a 
select, elect few. including of course herself. 
While she considers herself free to castigate 
historians and archaeologists for changing their 
opinions as new evidence becomes available, 
there is no reasoning with her to go and do 
likewise, wrapped in the sanctimonious robes or 
ultimate wisdom as she is. 

Much of the last chapter deals with what Mann 
regards as "glitches" in NAGPRA. Not 
surprisingly, she does not like the fact that 
NAGPRA applies only to federal and Native 
lands, that it allows archaeologists to identify 
Native cultural groups, and that it considers only 
federally recognized Natives. This segues into 
a slapstick tale of Grandmother Crandell buying 
a Native American skull from an ignorant 
Lancaster antique dealer, then trying to get the 
Lancaster police and the FBI to arrest the woeful 
criminal, who eventually fled the area. 
presumably to avoid prosecution and 
harassment. Eventually helping to rebury the 
skull, Mann suffered "a nasty sore throat" as a 
result of an apparent glitch in the "cleansing 
ceremony" associated with the reburial. Then 
follows the fulsome diatribe on the late Raymond 
C. Vietzen, where nearly all of its well deserved 
but hardly news to anyone familiar with the 
Colonel or his books. Vietzen of course is an 
easy mark, and Mann is correct that he was "a 
veritable font of misinformation" - but it is a classic 
case of overkill (ca. 12 pages) and, typically, 
Vietzen is used to damn ail archaeologists. (So 
much for any myth that Indians do not speak ill 
of the dead!) 

In her glee to reveal what everyone already 
knows about Vietzen, Dr. Mann makes what is 
probably the most hilarious gaffe in her research, 
castigating Vietzen for laughing at one of his 
"Sioux brothers" for explaining how the Indians 
used "ancient" (Dr. Mann's adjective, not 
Vietzen's) Guffey birdstones". Though the fact 
escaped this Sioux Indian as well as Dr. Mann, 
Vietzen well knew, as does every archaeologist 
and artifact collector, that Guffey birdstones are 
20,h century fakes, by no means, "ancient" and 
by no means "Indian". Yet, we have a modern 
Indian ignorantly pontificating on how "ancient" 
Guffey birdstones were used. This story 
illustrates one of the chief reasons modern Indian 
mythology and oral tradition cannot be accepted 
without cross-checking. Another reason is the 
manner in which some modern Native American 
spokespeople would manipulate these myths and 
legends for political aggrandizement (cf. Deloria 
1995:231), who claims that Indian stories about 
a giant flood "can help amend the rather artificial 
boundaries which the Indian Claims Commission 
and other agencies have forced on many tribes"). 
And let me here anticipate Mann's same old, tired 
rebuttal: of course that old Sioux knew all along 
that the Guffey bird was a fake, he was just pulling 
the Colonel's leg, as Native Americans are so 
wont to do with "Westerners". 

Larded between her broadsides aimed at Vietzen 
and Moorehead. Mann also manages to touch 
upon well known limitations of DNA research, 
quickly parlaying these into the inaccurate 
conclusion that "DNA is, therefore, much ado 
about nothing". She has the zealot's gift of being 
able to glibly dismiss the whole with the part, 
whenever it suits her. Also intercalated with her 
dissection of Vietzen are deft accounts of the 
tragic story of Minuk, the young Eskimo whose 
father's remains stayed on display at the 
American Museum of natural history for years 
when the son wanted them reburied. and even 
the horrendous story of the Oklahoma land grab. 
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perhaps the single most egregious economic and 
social crime the United States has perpetrated 
against Native Americans. But while there can 
be no excuse for the Oklahoma land grab, neither 
can there be any excuse for the manner in which 
Mann selects her facts while ignoring others that 
might reflect less well on the Indian. Her 
incredible denial that the Cherokee owned African 
American slaves before the Civil War - that these 
were all simply "proto-adoptees" - is as blatant a 
piece of self-reserving revisionism as exists (cf. 
Littlefield 1978, Perdue 1979). (Perhaps the 
Cherokee Salve Revolt of 1842 should be 
renamed "The Cherokee Proto-Adoptee 
Revolt"?) The Cherokee treatment of those 
freedmen who were their former slaves along with 
the African American interlopers trying to cash in 
on the land grab was based on greed just as venal 
and a racism just as deliberate as that more often 
identified with the White "intruder" and grafter, 
greed and racism just as real and all the more 
obvious in view of Mann's stated belief that 
"African-Native mixed bloods who are Native by 
culture, memory, and self-identification are Native 
American. 

Mann is also able to overlook or ignore the fact 
that Moorehead, whatever his faults as a 
professional archaeologist, was an ardent 
supporter of the Cherokee and other Indian 
groups, influenced the Lake Mohonk Conference 
to recognize the plight of Indian orphans who 
were being cheated of their allotments in 
Oklahoma, and devoted years of his life trying to 
help the modern Indian. In fact the tragedy of 
Morrehead's life is not just his failure to develop 
acceptable field methods but also his inability to 
assuage the "sad condition of the Oklahoma 
Indians", used as a subtitle of one of his early 
publications on the topic. 

In her urge to discredit archaeologists, Mann 
disparages Squier and Davis for their "Egyptian" 
explanation of the Cincinnati Adena tablet, when 
in fact Squier and Davis explicitly refuse to 
discuss Erasmus Gest's "hieroglyphical" 
interpretation of the tablet and compare it instead 
to Mayan stamps, a conclusion remarkably 
similar to that which Dr. Mann passes of as her 
own, without acknowledgment. Again, one has 
to wonder whether this is intellectual dishonesty 
or simply extreme carelessness in reading her 
sources" whether misinformation or 
disinformation, it does not reflect well on her 
scholarship. 

Yet Squier and Davis are a perfect acceptable 
source when Mann wishes to inflate the number 
of Indian mounds in Ohio, not only citing their 
fantastic 1848 "high count" estimate of 10,000 
(estimated, not "counted", as Mann would have 
it) but slyly moving the date up to the year 1870, 
because subsequent authors unhesitatingly cited 
Squier and Davis. Mann then adopts (without 
any documentation but apparently E. O. Randall) 
a 1908 estimate of 12,000, mounds before 
leaping to Shetrone's 1951 (actually 1938, Dr. 
Mann apparently unaware of the distinction 
between a true edition and a reprint) estimate of 
5,000, implying that the difference is due to the 
actual destruction of 7,000 mounds between 

1908 and 1951 (1938), "a sad tale of disappointed 
fantasies and failed stewardship". Any fantasy 
and failure here is strictly Mann's. Oddly enough, 
she ignores Mills' 1914 actual count of 3,513 
existing mounds in Ohio, perhaps so she won't 
have to subtract them from her estimate of 7,000 
destroyed mounds or need ponder who might 
have built those extra 1,487 extra mounds 
between 1914 and 1951! In any case, she also 
manages to misinterpret both Shetrone, whose 
5,000 estimate was not for mounds but for 
"mounds, fortifications and other remains" 
(probably simply rounding off Mills 1914 total of 
5,396 earthworks, etc.) and Randall (who 
estimated over 12,000 "places", which would now 
be called sites, not are necessarily burial 
mounds). 

Clearly, we cannot rust Dr. Mann with numbers 
orfacts. In the event, she has little need for either, 
so for her purposes it doesn't particularly matter 
whether they are accurate or not. Nor does she 
have any need for anyone else's theories or 
hypotheses, no matter how tentative or well-
delineated, because it develops that the truth has 
been revealed to her by none other than 
Grandmother Barbara Crandell. (Since she takes 
pains to make clear that Dr. Gordon F. Meuser 
was a medical doctor without a Ph.D., perhaps I 
should make clear that Barbara Crandell is not 
her biological grandmother but her spiritual 
grandmother_. But whatever her sources, if we 
cannot trust her with easily documented facts, 
how can we be expected to accept 
undocumented oral traditions, especially when 
she clearly is not adept at meshing them with the 
findings of modern archaeologists, historians, 
geologists and other scientists? 

Mann's book concludes with an epilogue outlining 
strategies for eastern North Americans, including 
a highly colorized not to say fictionalized version 
of the confrontation between Grandmother 
Crandell and archaeologist at the Great Circle in 
Newark, in 1992, as well as a glossy, dramatic 
account of the Native American association of 
Ohio's vendetta against the Ohio Historical 
Society. NAAO's political activism and lobbying, 
the work of a very small percentage of the Native 
Americans living in Ohio, undoubtedly has played 
a significant role in forcing the state legislature 
to re-examine the Society's role in protecting state 
records and historical sites, which is all to the 
good. But NAAO will not be satisfied with its 
Fernald Native American burial-ground nor with 
merely being "consulted" when OHS activities 
impinge upon Native American burials or "sacred: 
sites. It wants "Local Natives to be in charge of 
interpreting local Native culture and history, 
which, considering the manner in which they have 
appropriate prehistory and retooled it for their own 
psychic, social and political uses, would be 
tantamount to putting the lunatics in charge of 
the asylum. This is blatantly fundamentalist 
religion at its most aggressive, masking itself in 
a cloak of racial persecution. NAAO also wants 
Federal recognition for contemporary Indians 
living in Ohio, members to be determined to be 
traditional Native Americans by NAAO "oral 
criteria", criteria which would undoubtedly 

disqualify most of the 24,000 Native Americans 
currently living in the state and create a list that 
would very likely out-Dawes the hated Dawes 
rolls in terms of inaccuracy and unfairness. 

All of which begs, the question why, if the 
Hopewellian earthworks at Newark do remain an 
integral part of Cherokee religion, as 
Grandmother Barbara Crandell and Barbara 
Mann maintain, we have not seen more of 
the6,400 plus Cherokees currently living in Ohio 
attempting to pray there. A common sense fear 
of being conked by a stray golf ball? Or could it 
be that Grandmother Crandell, family, friends and 
acolyte Barbara Mann simply represent one of 
the further, more idiosyncratic fringes of modern 
Cherokee belief? 
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Hamdstone Pendant 

Best Childrens Category -
Notched - Base Dovetail 

Carl Harruff - Best Flint Projectile 
Point Fluted Point 

Robert Harness - Sesf Miscellaneous Intrusive 
Mound Pick 

Robert Converse - Best Ground Stone Tool 
Full-Grooved Axe 

Matthew Rismiller and 
Blue Ribbon Display 
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A HOPEWELL PLATFORM PIPE/GORGET 
By D. R. Gehlbach 

This article represents a continued quest to identify 
artifacts that have been converted for other purposes 
due to an error in the crafting process or damage 
from use. While continuing to document collections 
in storage at the Ohio Historical Society another 
interesting example of artifact re-work has come to 
light. 

This example is a Middle Woodland Hopewell platform 
pipe which had been damaged and subsequently 
converted into a two hole gorget (Figure 1). It is likely 
this artifact had a special meaning and when non 
longer functional as a pipe it was modified to preserve 
it. Hopewell platform pipes (circa 100 AD to 450 AD) 
were purportedly spiritual devices, often deposited 
with burials to allegedly protect them in their journey 
to the next world. The conversion might have been a 
deliberate attempt to preserve the former pipe as a 
future burial accompaniment. 

The conversion was necessitated after the stem cavity 
had broken through the bottom surface of the platform 
(Figure 2). Possible causes are extensive wear at 
the thinnest section of the platform or perhaps the 
failure to craft the sculpture with an adequate amount 
of enveloping matrix material. Aconsiderable amount 
of residue is exhibited in the stem hole which may 
have over time caused portions of the underside of 
the platform to crack and eventually break away. It is 
possible the pipe could have been used for a time 
with the aid of resin or other temporary patching 
materials. But these fixes would not have been 
practical in the long term. 

Figure 1 (Gehlbach) Top view Hopewell 
platform pipe/gorget, from Adams 
County, Ohio 

Figure 2 (Gehlbach) Underside 
Hopewell platform pipe/gorget, 
showing damage resulting in its 

conversion 

As suggested the owner decided to re-work his 
sculpture to at least preserve it as a spiritual device 
in the meantime using it as a jewelry item. The 
conversion process consisted of drilling two holes 
from the top of the pipe, one through the platform 
near the stem opening, the other through the bottom 
of the bowl. This resulted in an almost balanced 
looking artifact when looking at it from the underside 
of the former platform. Finally, the craftsman ground 
down the one-time pipe bowl to make it almost level 
with the top surface of the platform. 

It should be noted that before its conversion the pipe 
had been reduced in length probably due to breakage 
at the non-stem end of the platform. 

The featured pipe/gorget is made of tan pipestone, 
which has been patinated, producing its reddish 
brown coloration. It is 3 1/4" long. Collected in Adams, 
County, Ohio, it was formerly in the Harry Thompson/ 
Charles F. Kettering collection donated to the Ohio 
Historical Society in 1920. Thanks to Martha Otoo 
and Historical Society for permission to study and 
document this unusual artifact. 

Figure 3 (Gehlbach) Another view of the top portion of the pipe/gorget, illustrating 
its relative size 
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A RARE GROOVED ADZE 
By Robert Mohr. Holgate, Ohio. 

This rare grooved adze was acquired in 1957 from an old farm collection in Henry County, Ohio. It is made of brown and yellow granite and 
is 3 + inches long. The occurrence of such a tool in northwestern Ohio is unusual in that most grooved adzes are found in northeastern 
Ohio along the upper reaches of the Ohio River. 

Fig. 1 Two views of a grooved adze from Henry County. 

AN ADENA TUBULAR PIPE 
By 

Carl Harruff, Sparta, Ohio 

Adena tubular pipes were made in a number of configurations from those with highly stylized mouthpieces to many which are simple tubes. 
Nearly all of them display evidence of having had a small pebble or occasionally a piece of antler - a plug - placed in the bottom of the 
smoking cavity to keep smoking material out of the smoker's mouth. I found this Adena tubular pipe on the surface in Know County, Ohio. 
It is made of Ohio pipestone and has a slightly flared end. Incredibly, the smoke plug was still in the pipe. It is interesting to note that it is 
not a simple pebble but a well designed object with grooves along the side to allow smoke - but not the smoking material - to pass. 

Figure 1 (Harruff) Adena tubular pipe with smoking plug still in place. 
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A RARITY IN MATERIAL 
By Ken Simper 

Hamilton, Indiana 

When looking at the material this birdstone was made from, it would appear to be both granite and slate. Though seeming to be geologi
cally impossible, you must turn to the dictionary and look up the word metamorphism. Its definition says, "a change in the constitution of 
rock; specifically, a pronounced change effected by pressure, heat and water that results in a more compact and more highly crystalline 
condition". After reading this, I believe this to be a one of a kind bird, its type or classification different than most, though its nearest relative 
seems to fall into the wide body or chunky style of 
birdstones. The width is one and one-eighth wide at the 
base, less than most of the chunky body types I have seen. 
Length is slightly less than most of this type at three and 
one-quarter inches. The head is more highly developed 
than in that category, also. 

This bird appears to be finished in every respect except 
the drilling of the holes. There being both starter holes at 
the rear with none at the front. Its location of find was 
Montgomery County, Indiana. The previous collectors of 
this birdstone were W. O. Emery, B. W. Stevens and C. 
Caldwell. 

Previous collector history, material from which it was made 
and fine finish or high polish that its maker gave it will al
ways make this one of my favorites. 

Figures 1 (Simper) A Montgomery County Indiana Birdstone 

DARKE COUNTY BIRDSTONE 
By Jim Stephan, Bradford, Ohio 

This birdstone was originally collected by 
Fred Cline of Arcanum, Ohio, prior to 
1950. the "eye" on the obverse side ap
pears to have been prehistorically bro
ken and repaired. It is pictured in the 
book Birdstones of the North American 
Indian. 
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A FINE FLUTED POINT 
By Raymond E. Lovins. Box 86, Miamiville, Ohio, 45147 

This outstanding fluted point was found 
September 22, 2002, in Warren County, 
Ohio. It is made colorful and translucent flint 
probably from the Flint Ridge quarries (few 
fluted points are made of this material). The 
point is 2 and 1/8 inches long and 15/16 
inches wide. It won Best of the Year in the 
Field Find Contest in 2002. 

Figure 1 Observe and reverse of Warren County fluted point. 

A HOPEWELL PIPE FIND IN WOOD COUNTY 
By Jim Gonyer, 15231 Bays Road, Rudolph, Ohio 

This pipe was found on the afternoon of May 29, 2004, in Wood County where I live. I was hunting on a sand hill in a filed of newly 
planted corn about six inches high. I thought at first it was a piece of lead of some kind because of its color. It was lying on its side 
almost fully exposed. Needless to say, it is my greatest fond. 
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ABOVE THE SALT: TEST EXCAVATIONS AT THE SCIOTO SALINE, 
JACKSON COUNTY, OHIO 

James L. Murphy, Ohio State University Libraries, 1858 Neil Avenue Mall, Columbus OH 43210 

Introduction - In 1990 the City of Jackson 
began an ambitious program to improve an 
area along the railroad and the valley of Salt 
Creek in the eastern part of the city. Aware 
that this area included the site of early salt 
manufacturing activity, then Director of the 
Jackson Community Development Office, 
Deanna Figlestahler, contacted numerous 
state agencies regarding assessment, 
preservation and development of the area. 
When the City of Jackson was unable to 
obtain any funding for the archaeological 
project, the author and James Morton 
volunteered to determine whether any 
significant archaeological remnants of the 
pioneer salt-making industry could be found. 

History-The best known feature associated 
with the prehistoric and pioneer salt industry 
of the Jackson area, is Boone Rock, a 
massive, 57 foot high outcropping of Sharon 
conglomerate along the northern side of Little 
Salt Creek, in the northwestern edge of 
Jackson (Fig. 1). At the base of this bluff is a 
shallow rock shelter that has revealed 
extensive prehistoric occupation, including 
Late Prehistoric and Middle Woodland 
components (Mills 1912). Here in both 
prehistoric and historic times, Indians 
manufactured salt by collecting saline 
groundwater in shallow bowls carved in the 
sandstone bedrock of the creek and boiling 
the water. Also here, in 1778, captive Daniel 
Boone was forced to manufacture salt for a 
group of Shawnee Indians. According to 
local legend, Boone made a daring escape, 
by jumping from the top of Boone Rock and 
scurrying down a convenient elm tree (Mills 
1912:184). Boone's own account, however, 
indicates that after making salt for a period 
of ten days he returned with the Shawnee to 
the town of Old Chillicothe in Greene Co. 
(on the Miami, not present-day Chillicothe 
on the Scioto) and from there "departed in 
the most secret manner" (Filson 1784). 

The economic significance of the salt-
producing area known as the "Scioto Salines" 
was early recognized by the federal 
government, which set aside this and other 
salt licks in the areas as public land in 1796, 
in order to prevent development of a private 
monopoly on the salt-making. From this 
period until Statehood, the area was utilized 
by squatters who first utilized the old Indian 

salt pans in the bedrock, then carved deeper 
holes and finally used hollow "gum" trees to 
extend wells as much as twenty feet into the 
bedrock. In 1803 the newly formed State of 
Ohio appointed a resident agent who leased 
small lots to individuals, no one person or 
company being allowed to work more than 
120 kettles nor less than 30. (Morrow 
1956:19). By this period, wells and furnaces 
had extended up Little Salt Creek to the town 
of Jackson. Eventually, the scarcity of wood 
fuel created a system of rebates to 
encourage the use of coal fuel (Conway 
1976: 28). During the period of greatest 
production, ca. 1806 to 1808, there were as 
many as twenty furnaces in operation, 
producing an average of 50 to 70 bushels of 
salt a week (Hildreth 1838). The discovery 
of stronger saline water in the Kanawha 
Valley by the Ruffner Brothers in 1808, 
spelled the rapid decline of shallow but 
weaker salines such as those at Jackson. 
(FMC Chemicals n.d.: 9). The year that 
Jackson CO. was created, 1816, is generally 
given as the date at which salt production 
ended at Jackson, and the federal lands were 
gradually sold piece-meal to provide funding 
for the county court house and for local 
schools (Conway 1976: 48). 

Site Location - In addition to Boone Rock, 
Conway documented early references to salt 
boiling activity within the eastern part of 
present-day Jackson, a location early 
referred to as "at the foot of Broadway" and 
lying on the north bank of salt Lick Creek 
east of the mouth of Sugar Run (Conway 
1976:4). Specifically, Conway located Elias 
Langham's 1798 map, which locates "salt 
springs" both at Boone Rock and at the "foot 
of Broadway" location. He indicates that the 
latter springs were in lots 9-12 and 16, on 
the north side of the creek. More recently, 
the latter area, specifically Lot 10, has been 
occupied by the city light plant, equipment 
parking lot and a city dump while Boone Rock 
adjoins the city sewage treatment plant to 
the northwest of town. Throughout its history 
subsequent to the end of salt production, the 
bottomland or flood plain along Salt Creek 
in Lot 10 remained unoccupied, except for 
refuse dumping. In more recent years, this 
process has been accelerated, as the area 
has been used by the City for disposing of 
trash. As Conway observed in 1976, "It is 

not being compacted nor covered. Much of 
it is tree stumps and limbs; however, there is 
metal, wire, paper, everything there". 

Test Excavations - Provided with a 
backhoe by the City of Jackson, the first 
determination to be made was the depth of 
recent trash fill. Based upon the 1798 
Langham map and present topography, the 
area selected for testing was in the central 
part of Lot 10, just northeast of the railroad 
bridge across Salt Creek and north of an 
abandoned channel of Salt Creek (Fig. 2). 
A trench the width of the backhoe was 
excavated perpendicular to the edge of the 
fill and in a northwest direction (Fig. 3). Trash 
encountered included numerous plastic bags 
of leaves, brick, concrete, chunks of asphalt 
and other waste material jumbled together. 
Excavation was very slow, due to the nature 
of the fill material. At a depth of four feet, a 
wooden "log" was encountered lying across 
the excavation, immediately below which 
was uniform alluvial clay fired to a bright pink 
color. As it proved impossible to remove this 
"log" from the trench, which rapidly filled with 
water, further excavation was forestalled until 
a pump could be obtained. 

At this point, since the depth of the original 
ground surface had been determined, it was 
decided to use the backhoe to remove fill 
from an area ca. 20 feet square. This 
excavation also proved difficult, as the mixed 
trash found in the initial trench quickly gave 
way to a two to three foot cap of blast furnace 
slag undoubtedly derived from nearby iron 
furnaces active in Jackson during the 19th 

century. It is inferred that the slag was 
delivered along the adjacent railroad and 
dumped into the low area to the east of the 
tracks. As excavation proceeded to remove 
the overlying fill, it became possible to 
remove the "log", which turned out to be not 
the anticipated hollow gum log used in the 
pioneer salt well but a much more recent 
telephone pole that had been discarded with 
the other trash (Fig. 4). 

Excavation with the backhoe was stopped 
at a depth just shy of four feet, to allow hand 
excavation of the fill/alluvium contact. As 
the fill was removed, it was examined for 
artifact material but only recent trash and 
abundant furnace slag was encountered. 
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Despite pumping, water rose rapidly to the 
level of the original ground surface, and 
hand excavation became an exercise in 
excavating mud before it was covered by 
the rising water. The first indisputable 
evidence of salt making activity proved to 
be two fragments of think iron salt kettle 
associated with several fragments of broken 
brick (Fig. 5). No complete bricks were 
recovered, though several fragments 
represent nearly half a brick. All of these 
were clearly hand-made and heavily fire-
reddened and cracked. 

Continued excavation proved relatively 
monotonous. Although additional fragments 
of highly oxidized salt kettle and heavily fired 
hand-made brick were recovered, the only 
other artifact material encountered in direct 
association with the brick and kettle 
fragments were 1) a half dozen fragments 
of black-glazed redware that appeared to 
represent one or more whiskey jugs, as two 
strap handles were recovered (Fig. 6), and 
2) several fragments of redware crock with 
lead-glazed interior and unglazed exterior 
(Fig. 7). 

The kettle fragments were heavily oxidized 
and varied up in size up to ca. 25 cm square 
and nearly 2 cm. thick. One (Fig. 8) retained 
a badly corroded angulated handle. Another 
suggested a straight-sided kettle or large 
pot with the lower edge curvings sharply 
(Fig. 9). Only eight fragments were 
recovered, and few of these could be related 
one to the other. 

As excavation of the test area continued, it 
became clear that the layer of blast furnace 
slag thinned toward the creek, although it 
still extended over virtually all of the 
excavated 20 foot square and extended 
down to the original ground surface. No 
pattern could be discerned in the distribution 
of the brick fragments and kettle fragments 
scattered over the excavated are, and no 
discrete features, such as concentrations 
of coal ash or charcoal were found. In fact, 
no discrete evidence of fuel was 
encountered, although the entire area 
revealed pinkish-orange fired alluvium 
below the fill. 

Along the southern edge of the excavation, 
immediately below the deposit of furnace 
slag, which thinned in this direction, a thin 
(2-3 cm) layer of dark soil produced 
numerous terrestrial snail shell fragments 
and several sherds of blue underglaze 
("Canton") porcelain and decorated 

pearlware. The latter included a hand-
painted polychrome sherd of a lid (with finial 
broken), a brown transfer print of an Oriental 
scene, and a rimsherd of green comb-edge 
ware (Fig. 10). 

At various times and stages of the 
excavation Mike Stroth tested water 
samples for salinity but none of these 
proved to represent strong connections of 
salt. Shallow depth of excavations and 
influx of water from the nearby creek are 
the probable reasons. 

Interpretation - The stratigraphy and 
occurrence of the meager ceramic artifact 
material recovered form the Jackson 
excavation is readily interpretable as 
representing the development of a thin soil 
or humic layer on which early 19th C. 
ceramic refuse was deposited. Soil 
development was sufficient to support a 
terrestrial molluscan population including 
Triodopsis and Anguispira. 

Estimates of the age of this meager 
ceramic assemblage can be defined fairly 
tightly at ca. 1820-1830. Although the 
green shell-edge pearl ware would date 
back to ca. 1780, the brown transfer printed 
pearlware is relatively late. According to 
Shaw (1970: 234-235), brown transfer 
prints were introduced in England by 1828. 
Underglaze hand-painted polychrome 
ware is generally dated form 1780 to 1830. 
While the early range of this meager 
ceramics would fall in the period of salt 
production, both stratigraphy and the 
inclusion of brown transfer decoration 
(albeit and pearl ware) suggests a later 
period, subsequent to the cessation of salt 
production at the site. If Conway (1976) is 
correct that salt production ceased here in 
1816, there would have been sufficient for 
development of the thin forest soil and 
deposition of ceramic refuse dating to the 
period 1820-1830. 

Subsequently, a large amount of blast 
furnace slag was deposited over most of 
the area excavated. This deposit extends 
on both sides of the railroad, as an attempt 
to use an auger usually used to dig holes 
for electric poles auger to test directly south 
of the light plant and on the creek bank was 
forestalled by hitting a layer of the slag. 
Drilling was halted when the auger started 
to bow. The most likely source for this slag 
is Star Furnace, a coal - and coke - fired 
blast furnace that stood just north of the 
project area and was erected in 1866 and 

operated until 1923 (Morrow 1956: 65). 
Provenience of the slag could probably be 
confirmed by chemical analysis, as Stout 
(mss.) provides analyses of three samples 
of slag from this furnace and notes that it is 
relatively high in silica and alumina and low 
in basic elements. 

Finally, the area was used by the City of 
Jackson as a trash dump. Following the 
1990 excavations, the test unit was filled and 
the area is now used as a storage lot for 
city equipment. 

Conclusions - The 1990 testing 
demonstrated that undisturbed 
archaeological remains are present in the 
area immediately south and east of the city 
light and power buildings in Lot10. Similar 
deposits, which should be considered to be 
of substantial archaeological significance, 
may also be anticipated throughout this 
area, as well as the south of Salt Creek, 
currently occupied by railroad yards. 
Particularly sensitive is the area along the 
bluff bordering Water Street, as it marks the 
region of "Purgatory" or "Popular Row" 
inhabited by the salt boilers during the 
heyday of the Scioto Salines. Any 
excavation or construction work in this area 
might be expected to uncover significant 
archaeological deposits related to the early 
manufacture of salt. 
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Fig. 1 Boone Rock circa 1910 

Fig. 2 Map of Jackson, Ohio. Excavation area indicated by "x". 

40 



•HiHyg^: 
^BV ^4. ^fcc' 

». 

7 

JBM-
• 

• 

Fig. 3 Water-filled trench with "log" at left Fig. 4 Excavated telegraph pole at depth of four feet. Railroad 
bridge in background. 

Fig. 5 Brick and iron kettle fragments at depth of four feet. Note 
water logged soil. 

Fig. 6 Black-glazed redware "jug" sherds. 
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Fig. 7 Redware crock fragments. 
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Fig. 8 Kettle fragment with attached handle. 

Fig. 9 Salt kettle fragments with edge of house preserved. 
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Fig. 10 Green comb-edge ware, brown transfer print, and hand-painted polychrome lid 
fragment. All are pearl ware. 
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TWO ECCENTRICS FROM COSHOCTON COUNTY 
By Robert N. Williams 

Warsaw, Ohio 

Artifact "A" was found by Mark Hersman Sept. 8,2003 
on a predominantly Adena site approximately three 
miles south of Warsaw Ohio. This artifact could have 
been used as a hafted perforator or countersink. 

Artifact "B" was found by the author May of 2003 
approximately one half mile east of the confluence of 
the Killbuck and Walhonding rivers, again on a 
predominantly Adena site. This artifact could have 
been used as a hafted scraper or multipurpose tool. 
Both artifacts are fashioned from local upper mercer 
flint. 

Eccentric artifacts seem rare in Ohio collections. Was 
early man just experimenting or was this a toll type? 
I cannot find any references to an eccentric artifact 
being found insitu on an archaeological excavation. 
Since their form does not seem to follow any 
significant pattern their use leaves room for 
conjecture. If any reader has any reference to this 
type of artifact the author would appreciate any 
correspondence. 

E-mail paleoman45@hotmail.com Fig. 1 (Williams) Two Ohio eccentrics 

A HAFTED SPOKESHAVE 
By 

Jeff Zemrock 
903 Twp. Rd. 2850, Perrysville, OH 

The hafted spokeshave or drawshave, pictured, was a personal find from Holmes 
County near Loudonville, Ohio. It is made of light brown chalcedony and is 1 15/ 
16' long by 7/8" wide. 

The hafted spokeshave resembles a hafted shaftscraper, indicating that it is 
most likely a rare form of the shaftscraper. Besides being notched on both ends, 
it has also been sharpened on both edges. If it is true it would date to around 
6000 B.C. in the early archaic period. I have only ever seen one of these before, 
and would like any information about them that may be available. 

Fig. 1 (Zemrock) Hafted Spokeshave. 
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BIFACIAL CORE 

Sometimes a simple artifact can be easily 
overlooked, and along with it, so is the 
fascinating story it may well have to tell. 
Such was the case with the small side 
scraper pictured in figures 1 & 2. The piece 
was in a bag of scrapers that I found several 
years ago when I first became interested in 
archaeology. Recently, its glossy black 
color and prim-like shape caught the light 
and made the pipe stand out. A careful, 
second look revealed a fascinating artifact 
that had served a dual purpose - first as a 
source for small blades and then the 
remaining core as a scraping or cutting tool. 

The piece is made out of a high quality black 
Upper Mercer flint and was found in 
Coshocton County, Ohio. It measures 2 
inches in length and 1.5 inches in width. 
Because the artifact has a wedge-shaped 
form, the thickness varies from .75 of an 
inch on its thickest side to wafer thing on its 
opposite side. 

By 
Michael Rusnak 

4642 Friar Rd. Stow, Ohio 

One face of the piece has the distinctive 
facets of a core. There are at least two clear 
negative impressions where small blades 
were struck off. The distinctive center 
impression - clearly seen in the photograph 
- contains the negative of the percussion 
bulb as well as the distinctive ripples in the 
material where the blade sheared off. The 
striking platform area at the bulb end shows 
at least two and possibly three points where 
indirect or light percussion was applied. 

The reverse face contains a retouched 
cutting or scraping edge on the long and 
narrower side of the core. This cutting edge 
has evidence of retouching and under low 
magnification appears to have some 
rounding from use wear. 

In the book Guide to Paleoindian Artifacts 
of North America, Richard Gramley calls 
such a piece a "bifacial core". He describes 
this type as "A biface, usually large sized, 
that is a source of flakes for tool use. The 
remaining face may serve as a knife". To 

the prehistoric people who used it, the dual 
purpose was likely a way of making use of 
quality material at hand. 

Also pictured are 4 small blades - all are 
unbroken and have some retouch. While 
these blades were found in different areas 
and do not match the core, they do give an 
idea of the approximate size and type blade 
that night have been stuck off of the core. 

Such blades probably had a variety of tool 
uses. Some of the retouched edges are 
extremely thin and must have provided a 
razor-sharp cutting edge when freshly struck. 
A semicircular cutting area can be seen on 
one blade forming a spoke shave. Blades 
around 3 centimeters or less are called 
"micro liths" in Gramely and other sources. 

Source: 

Richard Gramly 
Guide to Palaeo-lndian Artifacts of North America 
Persimmon Press Monographs in Archaeology, 
1992 

Figure 1-2 (Rusnak) Two views of a core used as scraping tool. Figure 3 (Rusnak) Core with small blades of the type 
that would have come from a core. 

A FLUTED POINT FROM FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
By 

Jon Anspaugh, 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

This classic Ohio fluted point was sold at auction in Fairfield County in 2002 
and collected by Business Manager Don Casto. It is made of typical Upper 
Mercer or Coshocton flint with gray and black mottling. 

Fig. 1 (Anspaugh) Ohio fluted point from Fairfield County. 
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A GEORGIA TEKTITE WORKED INTO A PROJECTILE POINT 
Hal Povenmire 

Florida Institute of Technology 215 Osage Drive Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 

In the April 2002 issue of the Central States Archaeological Journal 
there was an article concerning a Georgia tektite worked into a scraper 
by Indians. 

This apparently brought to scientific attention approximately five other 
Georgia tektites which had shown some degree of working by Indians. 

On April 19,2004, this researcher was made aware of a worked hafted 
dart point or knife made from a Georgia tektite which was found in 
southern Bleckley, County Georgia about 1977. This area is the most 
concentrated part of the Georgia tektite strewn filed. 

This point has the approximate dimensions of 45x24x9 mm. Its weight 
is approximately 7.15 gms.. The only blemish was a slightly damaged 
tip or point. The tektite was the typical drab olive green color and 
shows no bubbles or inclusions. The coordinates of the find site are 
approximately longitude 83 degrees 20' W. and latitude 32 degrees 
26'N. 

Veteran Indian artifact authenticators Dan Greenway and John 
Whatley have examined the specimen. It appears to be a Cotaco 
Creek Asymmetrical of Early Woodland type and has a worked age 
of approximately 2,700 - 2,500 years BP. 

References: (1) Povenmire, H (2002) A Georgia tektite worked by 
Paleo Indians Central States Archaeological Journal Vol. 49 April 2002. 
(2) Povenmire, H. (2003) Tektites: A Cosmic enigma Blue Note 
Publishing Cocoa Beach, FL (3) Povenmire, H. and Cathers, C. (2004) 
A Georgia tektite worked into a Clovis Type projectile point Meteoritics 
and Planetary Science-Abstract-August 2004 (4) Baker, W. H. (1995) 
A Hypothetical Classification of some of the Flaked Stone Projectiles, 
Tolls and Ceremonials from South Eastern United States pg. 338. 
Williams Printing Inc. Quincy, MA (5) Whatley, J. S. (2002) An 
Overview of Georgia Projectile Points and Selected Cutting Tools 
"Early Georgia" Vol. 30 No. 1 April. 

Fig. 1 (Povenmire) Georgia Tektite made into an arrow point. 

A WAYNE COUNTY TUBE BANNER 
By 

Jeff Zemrock, 
903 Twp. Rd. 2850, Perrysville. OH 

The tube banner shown turned a cold early spring surface hunt into 
a fine day for me, when I spotted it half exposed, standing on end. 

Made of green slate with purple bands, the artifact measures 2" by 
7/8", making it almost a miniature for it's type. The hole begins at 
3/8" and tapers slightly to 5/16" at the other end, being perfectly 
centered. The site is in Plain Township, Wayne County, which is 
heavily archaic. 

Figure 1 (Zemrock) Tubular Banner from Wayne County. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

A book on archaeology is rarely published 
that is well written and offers information 
for many levels of interest. Converse had 
published such a book on the archaeology 
of Ohio, with information and 
interpretations of interest to professional 
and vocational archaeologists, and that 
also gives a good picture of Ohio prehistory 
for the general public. The book is superbly 
il lustrated, which is a hallmark of 
publications by Converse. Placing a clear, 
understandable picture of prehistory in the 
public domain should be the main goal of 
archaeological research. Archaeological 
reports are too often written only for the 
interests of other archaeologists. 

The introduction of this book discusses the 
history and uneven nature of 
archaeological research in Ohio. Sections 
then follow for the various prehistoric time 
periods and cultures. The nomenclature 
used for each time period is fairly standard 
for the eastern united States. As Converse 
notes (page 211), proposed cultural 
periods are no more than a loose 
hypothetical framework used to make the 
various divisions of prehistory more 
manageable. The Early Paleoindian period 
of 11,500- 10,500 BP (Clovis) is the first 
time period considered for Ohio. Ohio has 
yielded a significant number of Clovis fluted 
points compared to other eastern states. 
Based on geographic concentrations of 
Clovis points, this point type probably 
originated in the southeastern United 
States (Anderson and Faught 200). It is 
noted (page 22) that the vast majority of 
Ohio fluted points are made of locally 
available flints, but that high quality Flint 
Ridge materials were seldom used. It is 
interesting that a specimen of the so-called 
stemmed Transitional point has been dated 
to 11,490 BP, as early as the Clovis fluted 
point. 

Popular models have shown that the Clovis 
culture specialized in hunting extinct 
megafauna, such as mammoth. However, 
sites such as Shawnee Minisink in 
Pennsylvania (McNett 1985), indicates that 
Clovis people utilized a wide range of food 
resources. Hunter - gatherer groups either 
adapt to locally available food resources 
or perish. 

The Late Paleoindian period in Ohio of 
10,500 - 9,500 BP is discussed, with 
Lanceolate and Stemmed Lanceolate 

The Archaeology of Ohio. By Robert N. Converse, 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio, 2003 

Leland W. Patterson 

projectile points. Lanceolate points 
resemble Angostura and Agate Basin 
points from farther west, and many 
Stemmed Lanceolate points resemble the 
Scottsbluff point type. Lanceolate point 
types were used longer in the west than in 
Ohio, with Angostura points in Texas 
perhaps as late as 7,000 BP. 

The Early Archaic period in Ohio is 
designated as an interval of 10,000 - 7,000 
BP, with an early overlap with Lanceolate 
points of the Late Paleoindian period. The 
Early Archaic in Ohio is especially 
represented by side and corner notched 
spear points, which reflects development 
of these point types throughout the 
Southeast, from the Atlantic coast to east 
Texas. In Texas, some early side-notched 
points are even contemporary with Folsom 
fluted points in the time interval of 11,000 
- 10,000 BP (Patterson 1997). People of 
the Early Archaic in the eastern Untied 
States were mobile hunter-gatherers with 
a fairly low population level, which is 
characteristic of highly mobile groups. 

The Middle Archaic period in Ohio of 7,000 
- 5,000 BP, is characterized by a variety 
of ground stone tools and some use of 
elaborate burials. Ground stone tools 
included groover axes, atlatl weights, such 
as bannerstones, hammers, adzes and 
pestles. Both notched and stemmed spear 
points were used. Large Dovetail points, 
up to nine inches long, were used, which 
Converse (page86) attributes to either 
ceremonial or status roles. Most ground 
stone artifact types, except for adzes, 
occur only in this time period. The 
hundreds of sites known from this time 
period indicate a higher population level 
than in the preceding Early Archaic period. 
This indicates a successful hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle. 

Converse shows a wide range of social 
complexity for Ohio prehistoric cultures 
with a hunter-gatherer subsistence base 
from Paleoindian through Late Woodland 
periods. Bender (1985:22) has observed 
that social complexity can develop to an 
important degree independently of 
subsistence specifics, and she uses the 
Adena and Ohio Hopewell as examples. 
All cultures in Ohio had a hunter-gatherer 
subsistence base before the late Fort 
Ancient culture. The Glacial Kame culture 
of the Late Archaic period (5,000-2,500 BP) 

has much evidence for increased social 
complexity, such as elaborate burials, use 
of cemeteries, long-distance trade and 
ceremonial artifacts. There is evidence for 
use of the bow and arrow as early as the 
Late Archaic period in the form of arrow 
points (birdpoints). Use of the bow and 
arrow would have contributed to the 
hunter-gatherer economy. 

The Adena culture of the Early Woodland 
period (2,500-1,700 BP) had a further 
increase in social complexity, indicated by 
the construction of earth mounds, much 
use of ceremonial artifacts, large caches 
of bifacial flint blades, use of copper and 
the start of the use of pottery. Arrow points 
have been found at Adena sites (page 
195). 

The Ohio Hopewell culture of the Middle 
Woodland period (200 BC-500 AD) 
represents the highest degree of social 
complexity of hunter-gathers cultures 
found in North America. At a Hopewell 
village site near Moundsville, West Virginia 
(page254), human bone analysis 
confirmed that there was no agriculture. 
The Ohio Hopewell culture is well known 
for a cast array of monumental earthworks, 
much long-distance trade, villages and a 
great variety of artifacts typical of the 
culture. Converse gives a good picture of 
the extent of the Ohio Hopewell culture. 

There were hunter-gatherer cultures in 
Louisiana that can be compared to the 
degrees of social complexity of the Adena 
and Ohio Hopewell. Earth mounds similar 
to Adena were constructed in Louisiana in 
the middle Archaic period (Saunders and 
Allen 1994). The Poverty Point site in 
Louisiana of the Late Archaic period is 
similar to Ohio Hopewell in having 
monumental earthworks, much long
distance trade and many sophisticated 
artifact types (Gibson 2000; Webb1982). 

By 500 AD the Hopewell culture had 
collapsed, and was replaced by Late 
Woodland (500-1000AD) hunter-gatherer 
cultures. Converse (page 309) observes 
that the Late Woodland period is the least 
studied and most difficult to define of any 
period in Ohio prehistory. This period is 
sometimes referred to as the Intrusive 
Mound culture because of burials in 
mounds constructed in earlier time periods. 
The level of social complexity is a major 

46 



decline from the Hopewell, at a similar level 
to the Glacial Kame of the Late Archaic 
period. 

The last prehistoric period in Ohio is the 
Mississippian period of 900-1600 AD. 
During this period, the Fort Ancient culture 
developed centered along the Ohio River 
valley. The Mississippian culture itself was 
centered along the Mississippi River and 
into the Southeast. Converse notes that 
the Fort Ancient culture shared some traits 
with the main Mississippian culture, but 
remained distinctive. The Fort Ancient 
culture adopted maize agriculture from the 
Mississippian culture. Only a few 
Mississippian artifact types and decorative 
motifs found their way into Fort Ancient 
sites (page 342). The large truncated 
pyramidal mounds that characterize 
Mississippian earthwork centers are 
practically unknown in the central Ohio 
River valley. It can be noted that even with 
agriculture the Fort Ancient culture did not 
have the complexity of Mississippian 
society. 

This book also shows the limitations of 
knowledge of Ohio archaeology. In 
general, Ohio archaeology has relatively 
few radiocarbon dates and excavated 
sites, especially sites with long occupation 

sequences. Ohio is not well surveyed for 
all time periods and geographic areas. 
Prehistoric subsistence patterns are not 
well studied. There are few analyses of 
flint debitage to study lithic manufacturing 
processes. Professional research in Ohio 
has concentrated on Hopewell 
monumental earthworks, neglecting 
cultures of other time periods and domestic 
aspects of the Hopewell culture. There are 
valuable data buried in the gray literature 
of CRM archaeology (Patterson 200). As 
Converse notes, the current emphasis on 
CRM archaeology has led to a decline in 
research archaeology. 

Converse's book on Ohio archaeology will 
remain a standard reference source for 
many years. As noted above, this book 
also sets a high standard for placing 
information on archaeology in the public 
domain, which should be the ultimate goal 
of all archaeological research. 
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ASO SUMMER MEETINGS 

August 15, 2004 

FORT SALEM CHAPTER 
Pattison Park - Owensville, Ohio On 

State Rt. 5 0 - 7 miles east of I-275 Call 
Dennis Link - 513-876-3020 

August 15, 2004 

SANDUSKY BAY CHAPTER 
Seaman's Fort-

3 miles west of Milan, Ohio 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Call George DeMuth -440-839-2125 

September 26, 2004 

KOKOSING CHAPTER 
Knox County Career Center 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio Take St. Rt. 13 south to 
Rt. 586 Knox County Career Center on 

left. Call Fred Groseclose or Paul Hothem 
740-397-6253 or 740-397-5778 

October 3, 2004 

PAINT CREK CHAPTER 
Fayette County Fairgrounds Washington 
Court House, Ohio Call Mick Van Steen 

937-766-5411 

October 10, 2004 

JOHNNY APPLESEED CHAPTER 
New London, north of Ashland, Ohio 

Off St. Rt. 60 - New London Park 
Call Jeff Zemrock 

419-938-6252 

Back Cover: 
Three classic Glacial Kame gorgets of 
banded slate from the collection of Jim 
Felke, Rochester. Indiana. 
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OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio is organized to discover and conserve archaeological sites and 
material within the State of Ohio, to seek and promote a better understanding among students and 
collectors of archaeological material, professional and non-professional, including individuals, museum, 
and institutions of learning, and to disseminate knowledge on the subject of archaeology. Membership 
in the society shall be open to any person of good character interested in archaeology or the collecting 
of American Indian artifacts, upon acceptance of written application and payment of dues. 


