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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 
I would like to thank all those who ran for office and those who 

voted in the election. My pledge to you is that I will do the best 
job possible as President of the Archaeological Society of Ohio 
and I want to get to know as many of our members as I can. I 
have been a member of the ASO for over fifteen years and have 
served as president of the Six Rivers Chapter for twelve years - I 
am still the chapter president. (What is nice about being chapter 
president or vice president is that you get to select the speakers 
for your chapter meetings.) I have lived in Westerville most of my 
life and I have been a Chiropractor there for more than twenty 
years. I am married and have two daughters. 

I want to thank Walt Sperry for his excellent term as President -
when we needed excellence, he furnished it. Congratulations are 
in order for our new Board members Executive Secretary Frank 
Otto, Trustees Carl Harruff and George Colvin. To them and the 
rest of our Officers and Trustees - let's roll. 

Here is what I am setting out to do - double the membership and 
get more kids and young people involved. We need people who 
want to see us grow. Many of our members want to do things to 
help. The bigger the task, the more you will feel it is yours. 

What if we had the ability to communicate with every news
paper in the State of Ohio and give them information about our 
Society and its goals and share what we know with them? Think 
we'd grow? Heck yes! Such a communication network would 
even help local chapters with program announcements and 
membership. Everyone would want to be more involved. 

What impresses me most about our Society is how we are 
spread over this entire state - a diverse lot but with common 
interests such as surface hunting, collecting, and a thirst for 
knowledge about who made these things. This is what binds us 
together. It is educational, contributes to knowledge of the past, 
and besides, it is enjoyable. Isn't that the way it should be? 

We are looking forward to a great two years. 

Brian Foltz 
President 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio 

Front Cover Photograph: Shown on the front color plate are four discoidals from the collection of D. R. Gehlbach of Columbus. Ohio. They are from 
Arkansas. Tennessee and Kentucky and are made of rose quartz, conglomerate and fluorite. 
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THE TIPPET MOUND, 
A ONCE PROMINENT MONUMENT IN LICKING COUNTY 

by 
D. R. Gehlbach 
3450 Sciotangy 
Columbus, Ohio 

The unusually warm winter weather of 
2002 gave me an almost unl imited 
opportunity to roam the fields, woods 
and valleys of central Ohio in search of 
prehistoric mounds. A special interest 
has been to research and locate mound 
sites reported during the romantic 
period of Ohio archaeology from about 
1850 to 1900. At that time recreational 
mound digging was usually viewed as 
little more than frivolous activity on an 
otherwise boring summer afternoon. 
Travel restrictions limited the scope of 
excavation so locals simply picked out 
a nearby mound and started digging. 
The digger's curiosity and belief that all 
evidence was in the center of the 
mound dictated where they dug. 

One of these mounds, known as the 
Tippet Mound, was located in a remote 
setting on a rolling Licking County hill
side. My attention was first drawn to the 
Tippet Mound by an engraving and brief 
reference which appeared in the Ohio 
Centennial Report of 1877. This was the 
final report of the Ohio State Board of 
Centennial Managers to the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio con
cerning Ohio's exhibits at the 1876 
Philadelphia Exhibition. Included in the 
report was a section on Ohio's archaeo
logical display tit led "Antiquit ies of 
Ohio" which showed an engraving of 
the "Tippets Mound." The sketch had 
apparently been supplied to one of the 
report authors, Charles Whittlesey, by 
Newark resident David Wyrick in 1860. 
It is shown in a slightly enlarged version 
in Figure 1. 

Also shown in the report is an 
engraving and a brief note by Whit
tlesey on a tubular pipe (Fig. 2). It was 
apparently found by Wyrick in the 
Tippet Mound some time before 1860. 
The reference note says "B is a side 
view of the Tippet Mound tube (found) 
at a depth of (6) six feet under the apex 
and (15) fifteen feet above the base. Its 
upper end is flattened like a whistle or 
flute, and there is a hole just below the 
mouthpiece, which indicates that it may 
be a musical instrument" (see footnote). 
Whittlesey also states that "the subject 
tube may be of a similar material to 
another example made of half indurated 
fire-clay." In his summary he makes ref
erence to the fact that "these tubes 
were evidently very common and may 
have been used for callers answering to 
the tin horns and conch shells of early 

settlers" - an example of the fanciful 
antiquarian theories of the period. The 
only other reference to the Tippet 
Mound in the Ohio Centennial book is 
another engraving showing several 
views of a skull from the mound. No 
text accompanied the illustration. 

With this information in hand and an 
insatiable curiosity stimulated by the 
sketch of the impressive looking Tippet 
Mound I began my search. Unfortu
nately, virtually no area native or avoca-
t ional researcher had heard of the 
Tippet Mound or the Tippet family -
even though its approximate location 
had been determined. Despite the fact 
that a site record existed in the Ohio 
Preservation Office complete with 
photos, little interest had been shown in 
the mound or documenting its history. 

The Preservation Office information 
located the "Huffman - Tippet Mound", 
33Li21 in Franklin Township, Glenford 
Quadrangle, in Taft Reserve Nature Pre
serve off Flint Ridge Road about 2 1/2 
miles southeast of Newark. It was 
described as a conical burial mound, 
now 12 feet in height with a diameter of 
198 feet. Note, the information in Figure 
1 indicated that in 1860 the mound was 
24 feet high with a diameter of 80 feet. 
The dramatic alterations may have been 
due to inaccurate measurements by 
Wyrick, the result of previous excava
tion and later erosion. 

Historic information provided in the 
1875 Atlas of Licking County, Ohio, 
mentions the owner of the site at that 
time was H. Dustimer and that the farm 
home on the property was occupied by 
R. S. Sigler. There is no mention any
where in the Atlas of a Tippet family in 
Licking County. Figure 3 shows the 
boarded-up residence in 2002, likely 
once the home of the Tippets. The 
house faces to the north direct ly 
towards the Tippet Mound which is 
located at the top of a steep double-
tiered hill. 

After a tedious search and an 
exhausting one-mile hike, I was finally 
able to locate the Tippet Mound site 
and observe its present condition. It 
doesn't resemble the 1860 engraving 
but was, nevertheless, impressive in its 
setting at the center of a prominent ele
vation among a grove of mature oak 
trees. The mound would have offered 
an extensive vista to its builders, espe
cially in a southerly direction. Shown in 

Figures 4 and 5 are views of the mound 
as it appears today. Especially notice
able are the remnants of an old excava
tion trench through the center of the 
mound, a flattened mound cap with a 
slightly concave profile, several pot 
holes and numerous groundhog intru
sions. There is no evidence of any 
attempts to preserve the structure itself. 
Sections of the mound have no ground 
cover. From an overall perspective, the 
mound appears to be multi-lobed, par
ticularly from the north and south sides 
- probably due to the previous partial 
excavations and disturbances. Despite 
the damage - and certainly the ongoing 
erosion — it appears that much of the 
mound and its features may still be 
intact. 

The Tippet Mound was undoubtedly 
built by the Early Woodland Adena 
people - an assessment based on the 
limited artifactual record, the blocked 
end tubular pipe and its conical config
uration. 

Footnote: A similar blocked end 
Adena tubular pipe of pipestone from 
Knox County with an identical circular 
hole near the stem end is in the author's 
collection. This opening likely func
tioned as a drain for residual smoking 
substances. 

REFERENCE 

Read, M. C. and Whittlesey, Charles, Antiqui
ties of Ohio, in Final Report of the Ohio 
State Board of Centennial Managers to 
the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, Columbus, 1877 
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Figure 1 (Gehlbach) Engraving of Tippet Mound by David Wyrick, 1860 

Figure 2 (Gehlbach) Engraving of tubular 
pipe from the Tippet Mound by David 
Wyrick, 1860 

Figure 3 (Gehlbach) View of boarded-up farmhouse probably once home to 
the Tippet family 

Figure 48,5 (Gehlbach) Two current views of the Tippet Mound 
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A NOTCHED OVATE FROM HARDIN COUNTY, OHIO 
by 

Shawn Place 
Rt. 4 

Wapakoneta, Ohio 

A. E. Wehrle was a prosperous industri
alist of Newark, Ohio, who acquired a 
large number of Ohio Indian relic collec
tions. His collection was dispersed in the 
early 1950s and the proceeds went to the 
Pontifical College Josephinium in 
Columbus, Ohio. Wehrle hired an artist to 

number the artifacts in his collection, 
however, some items have only a number 
and no other provenience. The Wehrle 
catalog is no longer in existence. 

The notched ovate shown in obverse 
and reverse was in the Wehrle collection 
and has the number 2592 W, Hardin 

County, Ohio. It is made of banded slate 
and is 4 3/4 inches long. 

Figure 1 (Place) Obverse and reverse of a Hardin County notched ovate. 
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LOADER'S "A" SITE 
ON THE NORTH BEND OF WILLS CREEK 

Introduction 
This is our second article based on mate

rial from the surface collection of the late 
Marvin Loader of Newcomerstown, Ohio. In 
the first article (Mortine and Randies 2001), 
Mr. Loader was described as an active sur
face hunter who pursued his hobby of col
lecting "arrowheads" for over 50 years. We 
also applauded his being one of the few early 
collectors in the area who labeled his finds. 
The artifacts from Marvin Loader's collection 
discussed in the following pages were 
labeled with the letter "A" and we have used 
his designation for the name of the site. Mr. 
Loader was related by marriage to the prop
erty owners and was one of the few individ
uals allowed to hunt the site. 

Loader's "A" site is a multi-component, 
open-air location in the northeast corner of 
Linton Township, Coshocton County, Ohio, 
approximately two miles east of the village of 
Plainfield. The site lies along a slight rise 
beside Wills Creek at an elevation of 765 feet. 
The general area is known locally as the 
North Bend of Wills Creek. The significant 
number of documented artifacts from Loader 
"A" gives us the opportunity to compare the 
material from this site with two similar prolific 
terrace sites that occur in the lower Tus
carawas River Valley. These sites include 
Salrin (Mortine and Randies 1999) and the 
Loader Site (Mortine and Randies 2001), both 
located near Newcomerstown (see Figure 1). 
The distance from Loader "A" to these sites 
is about 10 to 12 miles. 

The Wills Creek Region 
Wills Creek is 77 miles long and drains an 

area of over 850 square miles, including por
tions of southeastern Coshocton and north
eastern Muskingum counties, most of 
Guernsey County, and a portion of northern 
Noble County. From Cambridge in west-cen
tral Guernsey County, Wills Creek flows 
northward and northwestward and enters 
Linton Township, Coshocton County. From 
that point the river follows a circuitous course 
westwardly, finally entering the Muskingum 
River about six miles above Dresden. 

It is interesting to look at this general area 
of the Wills Creek valley from the perspective 
of three time periods - 1789, 1881, and the 
present. These moments in time are sepa
rated by about 100 years each. The area was 
first described in a 1789 correspondence 
from Asa Harshorn to Josiah Harmar at Fort 
Harmar, present-day Marietta, Ohio. 
Harshorn was the commander of the military 
guard sent out to escort a survey party which 
was mapping the northern boundary of the 
Scioto Company Purchase. Passing through 

by 
Wayne A. Mortine, Newcomerstown, Ohio 

and 
Doug Randies. Warsaw, Ohio 

the Wills Creek valley on their way west, 
Harshorn stated that the Wills Creek area 
was a ". . . most wretched and broken 
country" (cited in Carskadden and Morton 
1997:302). 

The next description we have of the area 
is found in Hill's History of Coshocton 
County (1881), in which the author describes 
Wills Creek as a "tortuous and meandering 
stream." Hill goes on to state that while the 
total distance traversed by Wills Creek from 
one end of Linton Township to the other was 
only eight miles (as the crow flies), the total 
length of the watercourse within the town
ship is about twenty miles. At the present 
time the meanders of Wills Creek along cer
tain sections of its course have created 
many fertile and farmable areas (sections of 
the valley apparently not seen by Harshorn 
in 1789). The valley reaches four thousand 
feet in width in the vicinity of the Loader "A" 
site and is quite suitable for farming, 
although the hills bordering the valley are 
quite rugged and reach to elevations of 300 
feet above the valley floor. Although much of 
the uplands have been surface mined, all in 
all the Wills Creek valley today presents a 
pleasant rural setting. 

Much of the bottom land along Wills 
Creek can be periodically flooded by the 
ponding of waters behind Wills Creek Dam, 
which was completed in 1937. In fact, the 
Loader "A" site lies within the maximum 
flood pool. Since the purpose of the dam 
was flood control and not recreation, there is 
no permanent lake to speak of behind the 
dam, and we believe that very few archaeo
logical sites were impacted by the dam's 
construction. Surface mining in the area, 
however, which began in the 1950s, may 
have destroyed an untold number of upland 
sites. The dam construction and mining 
occurred at a time when no archaeological 
surveys were required, so we will never know 
for sure the impact these activities had on 
the archaeology of the region. 

As a whole, very little archaeological work 
has been done in the Wills Creek basin. How
ever, the portion of the valley we are inter
ested in has received at least some mention 
in the archaeological literature. This area 
includes the lower portion of the Wills Creek 
valley in Coshocton and Muskingum coun
ties, and particularly the valley along the 
North Bend in Linton Township (see Figure 1). 
Within Linton Township, Hill (1881) reported 
that "the remains of prehistoric dwellers ... 
are not very numerous." He did, however, 
make known the existence of a large square 
enclosure just southwest of Plainfield, and a 
circular enclosure several miles further down 

Wills Creek. These low earthworks, possibly 
very late Adena in age, have been erased by 
farming operations. 

There are several more recent reports on 
sites in the Wills Creek drainage, all pub
lished in the Ohio Archaeologist. The first was 
the report on a small collection of Archaic 
points found in the once cultivated bottoms 
just upstream from Wills Creek Dam 
(Carskadden 1970). Another article (Mortine 
1974) described a hilltop site overlooking 
White Eyes Creek, a northward flowing tribu
tary of Wills Creek in northeastern Musk
ingum County. The artifacts found on this site 
were predominately Archaic, with late Archaic 
Brewerton points being the most common 
type. Two additional articles have been pub
lished on material surface collected in the 
1950s along White Eyes Creek by then 
Adamsville resident William Buker 
(Carskadden 1973; Carskadden and Morton 
1974). This material included Piano lanceo-
lates and a large assortment of Adena and 
Hopewell points. A 1983 report described the 
excavation of a small rockshelter on a tribu
tary of Wills Creek in Guernsey County 
(House 1983). This shelter produced a 
number of late Archaic and Woodland projec
tile points. Another report has described the 
Tumblin Site, an early 14th century Philo 
Phase Fort Ancient village situated at the 
confluence of Wills Creek and the Musk
ingum River in southern Coshocton County 
(Mortine and Randies 1988). Analysis of the 
faunal remains excavated at this site pro
vided a glimpse into the prehistoric subsis
tence practices that were probably taking 
place along the entire length of Wills Creek 
during prehistoric times. 

The most recent article dealing with the 
archaeology of the Wills Creek valley 
described the Alexander site (Mortine 1993). 
This site was located on an upland ridge top 
only two and a half miles east of Loader's 
"A" site, just inside Guernsey County. The 
Alexander site was less than one acre in 
size and produced approximately fifty 
points. All of these points were late Archaic 
Brewerton Corner-Notched and Brewerton 
Side-Notched. 

Loader "A" Collection 
In over fifty years of surface hunting at his 

"A" site, Mr. Loader was able to collect a total 
of 1,816 prehistoric artifacts and one historic 
gun flint. Besides the 890 diagnostic basal 
fragments and whole projectile points (listed 
in Figure 2), there were 215 projectile point 
tips and 45 midsections, 218 flakes that were 
worked into expedient knives, scrapers, or 
other tools, 109 end scrapers, 18 drills, two 
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grooved hard-stone axes (Figure 3), five 
hard-stone stone celts (Figure 4), 307 pottery 
sherds, one crude sandstone plummet 
(Figure 4), one broken cannel coal ornament 
(Figure 11), one small fragment of worked 
banded slate, two fragmentary hematite celts 
(Figure 4), and two crude shaft scrapers. We 
are aware that Loader did not save the 
cruder, heavier artifacts from his sites. Net 
sinkers, cupstones, hammer stones, and 
large blanks were not included in any of his 
site collections. We can only surmise that 
these items were difficult for him to handle in 
the field and to curate at his home. 

Earliest Artifacts 
There are two points that relate to the 

Paleo Indian time period (personal communi
cation Brad Lepper). One resembles a 
reworked Miller Lanceolate, a pre-Clovis form 
first reported at Meadowcroft Rockshelter 
(Figure 5). The other is a broken base of Flint 
Ridge material that resembles a fluted point 
preform. There are twelve artifacts that have 
lanceolate forms (Figure 5). All of these arti
facts may date to the Piano period and are 
similar, if not identical, to the lanceolate 
forms common on our Tuscarawas River 
valley sites. The manufacture of lanceolates 
was an important function at these latter 
sites, but was not a significant factor at the 
Loader "A" site along Wills Creek. 

Early Archaic 
There are 40 points that are related to the 

early Archaic, these points include three 
Thebes, 12 Kirk Corner Notched, one Dove
tail (Figure 6), five MacCorkle, nine Lecroy, 
eight St. Albans (Figure 5), and two Kanawha 
Stemmed. There were also eight large miscel
laneous, probably early Archaic points that 
we were unable to type. 

Middle Archaic 
We have included three point styles into 

the middle Archaic (Figure 7). These include 
five Stanley Stemmed, 30 Raddatz, and six 
Big Sandy. 

Late Archaic/Transitional Archaic 
The late Archaic was represented by 634 

points (Figures 8). This was 71.4% of the col
lection. Included in this series of points were 
the Brewerton Side Notched with 370 exam
ples, and the closely related Matanzas with 
64 points, making a total of 434. The Brew
erton Corner Notched point is represented by 
126 examples, Table Rock/Bottleneck by 22, 
Riverton by 15, and there are also 37 small 
miscellaneous stemmed and notched points 
that probably belong to the late Archaic. The 
crudely made sandstone plummet could be 
associated with the late Archaic. Plummets 
make their appearance in the Laurentian Tra
dition of New York about 2,500 B.C. (Con
verse 1978). End scrapers are also 
considered to have been used extensively in 
the late Archaic. 

The late Archaic was represented by 50% 
or more of the diagnostic artifacts at all three 
of the sites we are comparing - Salrins, 
Loader, and Loader's "A" site. We would also 

like to note the fact that at Loader "A", Brew
erton Side Notched points outnumber the 
Brewerton Corner Notched by a three to one 
ratio. At the two Tuscarawas Valley sites, the 
numbers of the two types are a little closer, 
although Brewerton Side Notched points still 
dominate the assemblages from both sites. 

From the Transitional era there are 31 
Ashtabula points (Figure 11). This is 3.5% of 
the collection and this figure is in line with the 
percentages of Ashtabula points at the two 
Tuscarawas Valley sites. 

Early Woodland 
There are 20 points that relate to the Early 

Woodland, including 16 early Adena Cresap 
and Cresap-related points and four late 
Adena Robbins points (Figure 9). Additional 
artifacts that probably date to this time 
period are the five hard-stone celts, the two 
fragmentary hematite celts, and 210 plain-
surfaced, grit-tempered pottery sherds. Eight 
of these sherds are rim sections, and one 
body sherd showed the remains of a lug 
handle. The average thickness of the sherds 
is 8.4 mm. Based on Carskadden's 
chronology of Early Woodland ceramics (in 
Mortine and Randies 1998) this would place 
most of the ceramics into the beginning of 
late Adena. However, the presence of a lug 
and at least one sherd that measured 10.2 
mm in thickness, as well as the Cresap 
points, indicates an early Adena component 
as well. 

Middle Woodland 
There are 17 Hopewell corner notched 

points from Loader "A" (see Figure 10). Four
teen of these points are made of colorful Van-
port flint from Flint Ridge in Licking and 
Muskingum counties, indicating trade or 
travel outside the immediate Wills Creek 
valley. There are also 30 Hopewell-looking 
bladelets from the site, although they are 
somewhat more utilitarian and cruder-looking 
than classic Hopewell parallel-sided bladelets 
found along the Muskingum and Licking 
rivers or at the Martin Mound along the Wal-
honding. 

In addition to the points and bladelets, 
some of the 97 grit-tempered, cordmarked 
pottery sherds from the site may relate to a 
Middle Woodland Hopewellian component 
(Figure 12). However, based on the rim 
sherds in the collection, most of these cord-
marked sherds probably date to the Late 
Woodland or Late Prehistoric periods. 

Late Woodland/Late Prehistoric 
Six Lowe Flared Base points in the Loader 

"A" collection indicate a small early Late 
Woodland component at the site. Jack's Reef 
Corner Notched and Raccoon Notched 
points were not found in the collection, sug
gesting that the site was not occupied during 
the middle Late Woodland (Intrusive Mound) 
period. However, several of the 48 triangular 
projectile points found at the site could be 
classed as the wide-based, concave-sided 
Levanna type, which are common in the 
latter part of the Intrusive Mound period 
(Figure 11). There are three pottery sherds 

that exhibited interior cordmarking or tool 
impressions, which may also date to the late 
Intrusive Mound period (James Morton, per
sonal communication). This is the first time 
we have noticed this trait on pottery from 
sites in the Tuscarawas and Wills Creek val
leys, although it has been found on late Intru
sive Mound sites along the Muskingum River 
south of Coshocton. 

Most of the other triangles found at the 
Loader "A" site probably date to the late Late 
Woodland (Cole) period. Associated in time 
with these late triangles were six collared 
cordmarked Cole rim sherds (and probably 
many of the cordmarked body sherds men
tioned above). These rim sherds averaged 9 
mm thick at the collar and 6.4 mm below the 
collar. 

A broken piece of worked cannel coal 
might date to the Fort Ancient period, as 
could some of the triangular projectile points 
from the site. We would not be surprised to 
find evidence of Fort Ancient along this por
tion of Wills Creek, considering the presence 
of the Philo Phase Fort Ancient village at the 
mouth of the creek. 

Historic Period 
There was one small light gray prismatic 

gun flint found at the Loader "A" site (see 
Figure 4). Based on comparative data pre
sented by Noel Hume (1969:221), we believe 
that the Loader "A" gun flint is of English 
manufacture and probably dates from about 
the War of 1812 period to around 1820. 

Observations 
We had two objectives in mind when we 

started this report. The first was to document 
a large surface collection from a precise loca
tion in the Wills Creek watershed, because 
we recognized that there were only a limited 
number of articles written on the prehistory of 
this area. This is not due to a lack of sites in 
the area, only to a lack of reporting. In fact, 
we hope that this report will encourage more 
individuals to write articles on the prehistory 
of the Wills Creek drainage. 

Our second goal was to compare a Wills 
Creek valley site with two similar terrace sites 
along the Tuscarawas River near Newcomer
stown. The Tuscarawas River and Wills Creek 
are both major tributaries of the Muskingum, 
and in fact at one point are separated by a 
range of hills and a distance of only five 
miles. After tallying the numbers and percent
ages of diagnostic artifact types from all three 
sites (see Figure 2), two interesting statistics 
stand out. The first is the large majority of late 
Archaic material at all three sites. This period 
is the best represented at most of our surface 
collected sites in east central Ohio. Secondly 
we noted the paucity of Piano lanceolate 
forms at the Wills Creek site, compared to the 
large numbers seen on sites along the Tus
carawas. Piano components are not absent 
in the Wills Creek basin, however. The Castor 
site, situated along White Eyes Creek about 
eight miles southwest of Loader "A", yielded 
27 Piano lanceolate points (see Figure 1 and 
Carskadden and Morton 1974). 
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Figure 1 (Mortine and Randies) Map of the Wills Creek area showing 
the locations of sites discussed in this article. They include 1) 
Loader's "A" site on Wills Creek, 2) Tumblin site, 3) Wills Creek Dam 
site, 4) Curtis Hilltop site, 5) Castor site, 6) McFarland rockshelter, 7) 
Alexander site, 8) Plainfield earthwork, 9) Salrin site, and 10) the 
Loader site along the Tuscarawas River. 
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* Hopewell bladelets and Historic gunflint were not figured into the percentages. 

Figure 2 (Mortine and Randies) Table comparing the diagnostic flint artifacts 
found at Loader's "A" site on Wills Creek, with the Salrin and Loader sites along 
the Tuscarawas River. 
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Figure 3 (Mortine and Randies) Two grooved stone axes found at Loader's "A" 
site. 

Figure 4 (Mortine and Randies) Top row, three hard-stone celts; 
middle row, two fragmentary hematite celts, one English gun flint, 
one hard-stone celt; bottom row, one hard-stone celt and a crude 
sandstone plummet. All from Loader's "A" site. 

Figure 5 (Mortine and Randies) Top row, 1st point is a Miller 
lanceolate, 2nd is a fluted point preform, and the rest are possi
bly Piano lanceolates. Middle row, 1st and 2nd are early Archaic 
MacCorkle, 3rd, 4th, and 5th are early Archaic LeCroy. Bottom 
row, early Archaic St. Albans points. All from Loader's "A" site. 

Figure 6 (Mortine and Randies) Early Archaic points from 
Loader's "A" site. Top row, 1 st and 2nd points are Thebes: 
3rd and 4th points are Kirk Corner Notched; bottom row, 1st 
point is a Kirk Corner Notched, and 2nd point is a miniature 
dovetail. 

Figure 7 (Mortine and Randies) Top row, middle Archaic Stanley Stemmed 
points. Middle row, early to middle Archaic points, 1st and 3rd are Big Sandy, 
2nd is a Thebes, and 4th is a Raddatz. Bottom row, Raddatz. All from 
Loader's "A" site. 
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Figure 8 (Mortine and Randies) Late Archaic points. Top row, 
Brewerton Comer Notched; second row, Brewerton Side 
Notched. Third row, Matanzas. Bottom row, Table 
Rock/Bottleneck. All from Loader's "A" site. 

Figure 9 (Mortine and Randies) Early Woodland Adena points 
from Loader's "A" site. 

Figure 10 (Mortine and Randies) Middle Woodland Hopewell points from 
Loader's "A" site. Figure 11 (Mortine and Randies) Top row, triangles. Second row, 

triangles and a broken Fort Ancient cannel coal ornament. Third 
row, late Archaic Riverton points. Fourth row, Transitional 
Ashtabula points. All from Loader's "A" site. 

Figure 12 (Mortine and Randies) Ceramics from Loader's "A" site. Top row, Adena 
pottery sherds including two rims (1st and 2nd), a sherd showing remnants of a 
lug handle (3rd), and 4th a collared Adena Plain rim sherd. Middle row, collared 
rim sherds from Late Woodland Cole pottery vessels. Bottom row, miscellaneous 
sherds, including (1st) a sherd with interior tool or cordmarked impressions, one 
of three found on the site. 
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A CACHE OF UPPER MERCER FLINT BLADES 
by 

Carl A. Smith 
7384 Germano Rd., SE 

Amsterdam, Ohio 

This cache consisted of forty-seven 
blades ranging in size from 3 1/2 inches 
to eight inches long. They are made of 
glossy blue-black Upper Mercer flint. 

The cache was plowed to the surface 

many years ago by a Mr. Hutton on his 
farm in Henry County, Ohio. A number of 
blades were broken and Mr. Hutton 
believing them to be of no value did not 
pick them up. 

The cache is now in the collection of 
Ken Spahr, Sherrodsville, Ohio. 

SS*MBSBSSS< idHHHsBSSBSsnBnHa 

Figure 1 (Smith) Cache of Upper Mercer flint blades found on the Hutton farm in Henry County, Ohio. 
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A RED OCHER CULTURE GORGET 
by 

Russell Strunk 
PO Box 55 

Batavia, Ohio 45103 

This Red Ocher culture gorget was was part of a group of other Red Ocher page 144. The gorget is 5 7/8 inches long 
originally found by Clark Johnson west of artifacts and is pictured in The Glacial and traces of red ocher can still be seen. 
Chillicothe along Paint Creek in 1972. It Kame Indians by Robert N. Converse on 

Figure 1 (Strunk) Obverse and reverse of Red Ocher gorget from Ross County, Ohio. 
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FINE TRADE AXE FROM INDIANA 

Recently, I was introduced to Mr. Jay 
Hirschauer of Logansport, Indiana who 
gave me a tour of his collection of both 
prehistoric and historic artifacts. 

The fine trade axe pictured in figures 1 
and 2 is one of the many interesting 
pieces in his collection. Ronald Ream 
originally found the axe under an old barn 
that was being torn down in Benton 
County, Indiana in 1982. It was found with 
the original handle - 27 1/4 inches long -
still attached. 

by 
Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Rd. 

Stow, Ohio 44224 

The axe head itself fans out into a steep 
curve, creating a wide blade which meas
ures 4 1/2 inches along the cutting edge 
and 5 3/4 inches long at the top. The axe 
head has some distinct details, including 
bits of brass inlay and decorative holes 
punched through the metal: a 3-leaf 
clover and a pattern of 10 diamond 
shaped holes. These details combined 
with the laminated metal work used to 
make the piece (clearly seen along the top 
edge) are evidence of the artistry and skill 

of the frontier craftsman who made it. 
Additionally, the handle is quite ornate 

with crosshatched patterns and rings 
carved into it all along its entire 27-inch 
plus length (figure 3). 

The axe dates to around 1800. It must 
have been a prized possession indeed to 
its original owner two centuries ago. 

Much thanks to Mr. Hirschauer for 
sharing this rare artifact. 

Figure 1 & 2 (Rusnak) Trade axe from Indiana and detail of axe blade. 

Figure 3 (Rusnak) Closeup 
of carving on handle. 
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I found this popeyed bust birdstone 
April 20th, 2002, in a cornfield in Delaware 
County, Ohio. It is 2 3/4 inches long and 1 
1/2 inches high and is drilled through the 
base with two cylindrical holes. It is made 

A RARE POPEYED BUST BIRDSTONE 
by 

Jennifer Ramey 
Columbus, Ohio 

of gneiss and still retains some of the 
polish. There is damage to the beak and 
recent damage to one eye as well as 
implement scars. 

Bust type birdstones have been found 

in Adena mounds but they are extremely 
rare. The Adena culture dates from a few 
centuries BC to around AD 300. 

Figure 1 (Ramey) Two side views of gneiss bust birdstone. 

Figure 2 (Ramey) 
Bottom view 
showing drilling. 
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FROM OUT OF THE PAST 
by 

Business Manager Don Casto 

From 1942 until 1951 our Society was 
called The Ohio Indian Relic Collectors 
Society. Publications consisted of mimeo
graphed newsletters and later the "Bul
letin". In Volume 1, Number 1 of our 
publication is an article written by the then 
Editor Dr. Gordon F. Meuser. It was on a 

separate sheet inserted between pages 
two and three - it has no page number. Dr. 
Meuser describes the process used to 
select the new name for the Society journal 
- Ohio Archaeologist - which it has 
remained for more than fifty years. The 
name of our organization was changed to 

The Archaeological Society of Ohio by 
Board of Trustee action in November 1954. 
Shown below is Dr. Meuser's article just as 
it appeared in Volume 1, Number 1 of the 
Ohio Archaeologist. 

OHIO ARCHAEOLOGIST 

By the Editor 

With this issue the "Bulletin" changes its name to the "Ohio 
Archaeologist." At a meeting of the Society in September, 1950, 
the membership expressed a desire to change the name of the official 
publication of the Society. Accordingly, members were requested to 
submit proposed names to the secretary of the Society, after which 
all proposals, so sent in, were to be submitted by mail to the mem
bership in the form of a questionnaire. Each member could then 
select his first choice of all names thus proposed. This was done 
recently and a majority of the members selected the name "Ohio 
Archaeologist" as their first choice from the many names suggested. 
Thus the majority has spoken and thus it is henceforth. 

It will be noted that this is Volume I, Number I, New Series. 
This "New Series" feature is essential and even necessary in order 
to clear the record and to show that it is a continuation of the 
official publication of the Ohio Indian Relic Collectors Society, 
but under a new name. To libraries this step is quite essential. 

It is highly desirable that Volume I of the "Ohio Archaeol
ogist" be limited to three numbers in order that Volume II, Num
ber I, can be dated January , 1952, and henceforth appear quarter
ly in each current year and the volume close at the end of each 
year. This method, likewise, is sound publishing practice as well 
as helpful to libraries. 

Twenty-six numbers of the old "Bulletin" have appeared 
since the Ohio Indian Relic Collectors Society was organized on 
March 4, 1942. The first few numbers of the bulletin were from 
one to a few pages in length, in mimeographed form and were pub
lished at Columbus. Beginning with Bulletin Number 9, dated May 
20, 1944, and continuing through Bulletin Number 22, the Bulletins 
were published at Elyria, Ohio. Bulletins 23 to 26, inclusive, have 
been published at Columbus - However the actual printing of these 
has taken place at Dayton. It has been financially possible to 
publish four numbers during the past year only through the con
tribution of almost unlimited time, effort and services on the part 
of Society officers at Dayton. 
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BEAUTY IN BANDED SLATE 
by 

Kenneth E. Simper 
Hamilton, Indiana 46742 

Although this birdstone is not of excep
tional size as are some Glacial Kame 
types, it does measure 4 3/16 inches long. 
It has unusual features not seen in many 
Glacial Kame birds - one, the tail is taller 
than the head, a trait rarely seen on gen
uine birdstones. Two, the eyes are mere 

bumps on each side of the head - they are 
all that remain of what were once larger 
protruding eyes which were broken or 
damaged and polished down by its prehis
toric owner. 

Cameron Parks, who originally collected 
this birdstone, stated "it is made of showy 

banded slate with faulted or shifted black 
bands." Park's records reveal that the bird 
was found in Ionia County, Michigan. 

Figure 1 (Simper) Glacial Kame birdstone from Ionia County, Michigan. 

1956 THROUGH 1959 OHIO ARCHAEOLOGIST REPRINTS ON SALE 
We are reprinting the 1956 through 1959 

Ohio Archaeologist journals. They will be 
available on a prepaid and pre-ordered 
basis only until August 31 , 2002 - no 
orders after that date. This will be a once 
and only opportunity to obtain these hard 
to find journals. The cost will be $16.00 for 
each yearly set of four issues - any combi
nation of four issues will be considered a 
set. Any order of less than four issues will 

be $5.00 each. Orders of four sets or more 
will be postage paid. Postage on lesser 
orders is as follows: 

Four journals or less - $3.00. 
Five through ten - $5.00 
Eleven through fifteen - $7.00 
We hope to have these issues in the mail 

by October 1, 2002, and this offer will 
probably not be repeated so order now. 

Still available are the 1951 through 1955 

reprints for $100 a set - sorry no individual 
copies can be sold. We pay the postage 
for orders on this set plus those issues 
listed above. Make check or moneyorder 
payable to the ASO - sorry no credit cards 
- ASO, 138 Ann Court, Lancaster. Ohio 
43130. 

NECROLOGY 
Billy Hillen 

We were saddened to learn of the passing of long
time ASO member Billy Hillen June 2, 2002. Billy was 
78 years old and a veteran who served in the Euro
pean Theater. Our condolences go to his family and 
his companion Donna Rogers of Glouster. 

Richard Boehl 

Long-time ASO member Dick Boehl died suddenly 
in May 2002. He lived in New Richmond, Ohio, and 
was Treasurer of the Fort Salem Chapter. Dick had 
been very active in Chapter and Society affairs. Our 
sympathies are extended to his family and many 
friends. 
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SLATE PREFORMS 
by 

Michael L. Thursby 
1442 West Bath Rd. 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223 

I found these four slate preforms in 
February 2001 while surface hunting in 
Portage County. They were found in an 
area along a creek that flows into the 
Portage River where a steep embankment 
had collapsed. In the spill area of this col
lapse, about half of the two largest pieces 
were exposed and protruding straight up. 
The third piece was found about four feet 
below and the fourth piece was found 
when I returned later. 

These pieces are made of high quality 
green and black banded slate. They 
appear to be in the early stages of manu
facture and apparently were struck from 
larger pieces. Large percussion flakes 
were removed and smaller fine flakes 
were taken from the edges to create the 
preform outline. Apparently grinding and 
polishing would have completed the 
pieces into pendants and gorgets. An 
interesting aspect is that these pieces all 

appear to have been removed from the 
same piece of stone or parent rock since 
the banding can be matched between 
each piece. They could be from the Late 
Archaic or Woodland periods and may 
have been placed in a cache for later 
retrieval. I will continue to search the area 
since I believe that erosion may produce 
more pieces. 

Figure 1 (Thursby) Obverse and reverse of slate preforms. 
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A HOPEWELL SHOVEL PENDANT 
by 

C. A. McClure 
336 Grove Ave. 

Galion, Ohio 

I recently found this shovel-shaped pen
dant near the Olentangy River in Crawford 
County, Ohio. It is made of black slate and 
has a nicely designed shape. 

Figure 1 (McClure) Hopewell 
pendant of black slate found 
in Crawford County. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF OHIO 
CHAPTER SPONSORED SUMMER MEETING NOTICE 

HOURS 8 AM TO 3 PM 

Sunday June 30, 2002 - Mahoning Valley Chapter at Operating Engineers Hall, 2091 McClurg Rd., Boardman, Ohio. 1 mile south of Rt. 
224 on Rt. 7. Turn left on McClurg at Adamus Jewelry. Take exit 6 off Turnpike. Call 330-539-4922 or 330-788-
1598. 

Sunday August 18, 2002- Seamans Fort on St. Rt. 223 West, Milan, Ohio. Sandusky Bay and Their Fires Are Cold Chapters. Watch for 
signs. For information call 440-965-4451 or 419-627-6254. 

Sunday August 25, 2002 - Pattison Park, 1 mile west of Owensville on US Rt. 50, Clermont County. Fort Salem Chapter and Miami Arch. 
Conservancy Chapters. For information call 513-876-4140 

Archaeological Society of Ohio Website www.ohioarch.org 

DO YOUR PART - SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER 
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ROLLER PESTLES FROM THE WAIBLE COLLECTION 

Shown in Figure 1 are seven pestles 
from the collection of Rick Waible, South 
Charleston, Ohio. They range in size from 
the 20 1/4 inch specimen at the top of 
the photo to the bottom 11 inch example. 

Roller pestles are rare and interesting 
tools which probably date to the Middle 
Archaic period. Examples have been 
found - sparingly - in the Great and Little 
Miami River Valleys and in the Whitewater 
Valley of Indiana on sites which have 
been called the Miami Archaic in Ohio 
and Indiana (Converse 1976). One 
example was excavated at the McCain 
site in DuBois County, Indiana (Miller 
1941). Similar pestles are also found in 
the Archaic manifestations of Kentucky 
and New York (Converse 1973). Although 
they have been found in many parts of 
Ohio, their distribution seems to be pri-

by 
Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 

marily in the western half of Ohio and the 
eastern half of Indiana. 

Roller pestles average around a foot or 
less in length - the longer pestles in the 
photograph are scarce and the longer 
they are the rarer they are. Roller pestles 
are made from all kinds of stone from 
quartzite, granite, limestone and diorite to 
banded slate. Some are smoothly and 
symmetrically fashioned while others may 
be rough and non-symmetrical. A number 
of them appear to have been salvaged 
and show obvious repecking marks. 

The true function of these unique tools 
is arguable. While some examples seem 
to have one end worn and abraded - as 
though they had been used in a stone or 
wood mortar - many of the larger ones 
show no signs whatever of this feature. 
Although they are often called "rolling 

pins", and indeed they have been used 
as rollers for grinding seeds and roots, 
some of them are flattened and could not 
have served in such a way. 
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Figure 1 (Converse) Seven roller pestles from the Waible collection. From the top down 
their provenience is Sandusky County, Ohio, Darke County, Ohio, Paoli, Indiana, Darke 
County, Ohio, Indiana, Delaware County, Ohio, and Ross County, Ohio. 
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ARTIFACTS FROM THE WAGNER COLLECTION 
by 

Eric C. Wagner 
Rt. 2 Box 185 

Waterford, Ohio 45786 

Figure 1 (Wagner) John Marlow found this Cumberland point in the early 1990s in Decatur Township, 
Washington County, Ohio. It has a snapped base and an impact fracture on the tip. The point, which 
measures 2 1/16 inches long and 15/16 inch wide, is made of Upper Mercer flint. It is the only 
Cumberland point I know of from this county. 

Figure 2 (Wagner) This Glacial Kame gorget found in Cuyahoga County measures 8 1/8 inches long and 
1 7/7 inches wide. It is made of black slate and two complete holes, with a second hole started. 

Figure 3 (Wagner) This large 
Adena point was found in the 
spring of 1992 on the banks of 
the Ohio River in Hamilton 
County, Ohio, near the 
Clermont County line. It is 
made of Indiana hornstone 
(Wyandotte chert) and meas
ures 8 1/8 inches long and 2 
1/4 inches wide. 

Figure 4 (Wagner) All of the above were found in Morgan County, Ohio. First, the Fluted point meas
ures 3 inches long and is made of Upper Mercer flint. It was found in hilly terrain several miles from 
the Muskingum River in Morgan County; Second, the Hopewell point, made of red, pink, and white 
Flint Ridge flnt, measures 2 inches long. 
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Notarized photo and written documenta
tion from the original family owners pro
vides information about this point. It was 
found by a celery farmer in his black dirt 
vegetable farm south of Decatur, Van 
Buren County, Michigan in the early 1940s. 
When you approach Decatur from the 
south on the main road, you soon realize 
that you are going down into a low bowl 
area of rich farm land that in prehistoric 
times was likely a deep swamp or bog. In 
1940, several small, truck garden farms 
covered this area. They are now long since 
gone, but the land still produces good 
crops and an occasional artifact. 

The find location is in the center of a 
southern Michigan east-west line that his
torically over the years has produced sev
eral large fluted points. Not far from where 
this point was found, a farm has a coffee 
can full of fluted point parts, bases and tip 
ends. This group, all found on his farm, 
includes one good size complete example. 

Bulletin No. 1 'Guide to the Identifica
tion of Certain American Indian Projectile 
Points' By Robert E. Bell of the Oklahoma 
Anthropological Society, 1958 lists Clovis 
on page 16. Bell lists the distribution of 
Clovis points as throughout North 
America. In 'Selected Preforms, Points 
and Knives of the North American 
Indians', Volume 1 1985, Gregory Perino 
lists Clovis (Fluted) on page 78. He lists 
their distribution as 'Midwest and Mid-
south with variations found in every state. 
Perino lists the large Clovis types on 
page 334 as St. Louis (Fluted). He lists 
their distribution as in most states east of 
the Rocky Mountains and lists Michigan 
as a second most likely state. 

Clovis points are described as lanceo
late in shape with parallel or slightly 
convex sides with a convex base. Exam
ples with straight bases are noted. All 
basal edges and lateral edges, about one 
third of the point's length, are ground. It 
has been observed that one side is usu
ally flat while the other is more rounded. 
The flutes on the larger points are usually 
flat and extend about one third to one 
half of the way down. One flute is often 
longer than the other. 

Perino named the larger Clovis the 'St 
Louis' fluted due to the fact that the con
fluence of the Missouri and Mississippi 
Rivers seem to be the center of distribu
tion for these points. I disagree with this 
conclusion due to the fact that a high 
number of large fluted points are made 
from some form of translucent flint or 
chalcedony not found in the St. Louis 
area. Studies which indicate that the 
Paleo population followed large herd ani
mals as they fol lowed the northerly 

CHALCEDONY CLOVIS 
by 

John Baldwin 
West Olive, Michigan 

moving grasslands, seems more credible. 
Many large fluted points were made from 
glacial river flint of unknown origin. All 
previous studies agree that the age of the 
large Clovis dates before 8000 B.C. 

This Michigan found Clovis is six and 
one half inches long and two inches 
wide. It is made from chalcedony that has 
aged white in color. The material is 
translucent on the edges. Small and large 
fossils are visible in the photo. A blue-
gray quartz vein runs from one ear down
ward three and one half inches. Quartz 
inclusions dot the material. One flute is 
three and three quarters inches long and 
the other is slightly shorter. The thick 
patina has taken on a blotched tan-
brown while the tip area shows evidence 
of the black earth that nested it for so 
many years. 

Whether it was a knife or spear blade 
seems trivial when considering it was 
created by a man from a rock over 
10,000 years ago. The answer as to why 
it has survived in perfect condition all 
these years will forever haunt our 
thoughts and imagination. 
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A FINE MIAMI RIVER AXE 
by 

Donald R. Bapst 
Circleville, Ohio 

This Miami type axe has an illustrious history. It was first collected by Dr. Roland Bunche of Muncie, Indiana It was later in the 
Frank Burdette collection of Springfield, Ohio, and then in the Phil Kientz collection of Columbus. Later it went to Max Shipley of 
Columbus. Made of compact diorite. is an outstanding example of this rare axe type. 
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THE GERLACH MOUND: 
AN ADENA HINTERLAND BURIAL SITE 

IN MORGAN COUNTY, OHIO 
by 

Jeff Carskadden, Zanesville, Ohio 
and 

Gary Felumlee, New Concord, Ohio 

Introduction 
In the summer of 1970, the late Dr. Charles I. 

Frye, then head of the Geology Department at 
Muskingum College in New Concord, Ohio, led a 
team of students on a mound excavation in 
Morgan County. The mound, which proved to be 
a late Adena structure, was located on the farm 
of Mrs. Homer Gerlach near the village of Meigs 
(see Figure 1 and 2). The excavation project 
lasted for ten weeks. At the time, it was believed 
that the hilltop site was about to be stripped for 
underlying coal deposits and the mound would 
soon be destroyed. 

The Muskingum College Bulletin of Autumn 
1970 reported: "It was on June 1 that Dr. Frye and 
four student volunteers established a camp at the 
mound site and began the painstaking work of 
digging into the prehistoric past" (Anonymous 
1970a). The students joining Dr. Frye were Dave 
Meloy, Dave Coffield, Andrew Frese, and Steve 
Baldwin. According to the college Bulletin, Frese 
and Baldwin were unable to remain for the com
pletion of the project and Richard Dasch, at that 
time a junior at John Glenn High School, joined the 
team for the last few weeks of the excavation. 
Several other unnamed individuals, probably stu
dents, appear in some of the excavation photo
graphs and are seen helping with the project. The 
late Dr. Don W. Dragoo, then curator of the Section 
of Man at the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh, was 
also present on the first day of the excavation and 
"gave valuable advice to the Muskingum party." 
Dragoo, who had authored Mounds for the Dead 
seven years earlier (Dragoo 1963), was at the time 
considered the foremost authority on Adena. 

It was reported in the Bulletin that twelve human 
burials were recovered and over 600 artifacts. The 
students cataloged the discoveries and kept 
detailed notes on the project. The Bulletin article 
concluded by stating: 

... the artifacts and the human remains from 
the Morgan County mound now fill a 
number of filing cabinets and drawers in 
one of the geology laboratories, and the 
best of these discoveries will be placed on 
permanent display in the new four million 
dollar Science Center scheduled for com
pletion next year on the Muskingum 
Campus. 

The new Science Center was completed on 
schedule, and a number of the artifacts and one of 
the mound skeletons were put on display in glass 
cabinets at the Center; there they remained on 
exhibit for thirty years. In April of 2001, however, the 
burials and nearly all of the artifacts were removed 
from the Muskingum College campus and reburied 
at an undisclosed location somewhere in south
western Ohio. A number of Ohio newspapers car
ried the reburial story, and it was at this time that 
we became aware of it. The Dayton Daily News, for 

example, published an article by Cathy Mong enti
tled "American Indians Rebury Ancestors" (Mong 
2001) The following information is from that press 
release. (Other newspaper articles on the reburial 
are listed in the reference section.) 

In 1999 Ellen Baird, a Sioux Indian from the 
Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota, began 
teaching sociology at Muskingum College. One 
day she learned of the mound skeleton exhibited 
in the Science Center. In the newspaper account 
she is quoted as saying: "I went running up there 
and when I saw it, I stopped dead in my tracks 
and burst into tears." The article went on to say 
that she was staring at the skeletal remains of a 
"grandmother," a revered ancestor, under glass. 
Baird stated that she ran home and brought an 
unfinished star quilt and threw it over the display. 
Later she enlisted the help of Guy Jones, founder 
of the Miami Valley Council of Native Americans, 
one of a number of groups who claim to represent 
Ohio's Native American population. 

With the blessing of the college administration, 
a group of activists and some students from the 
college forced open the locked display case, as a 
key could not be found, and on Thursday, April 26, 
2001 (date cited in the Dayton Daily News article) 
removed the human remains and nearly all of the 
artifacts found in the mound from the Science 
Center. Only several large sandstone cupstones 
were left in the display case. 

An outdoor dinner was held for the group the 
following evening where college president Anne 
Steele was quoted as telling students, staff, and 
Indian visitors: 

Muskingum is duly humbled to now return 
your ancestors to you. . . You have taught 
us about history, about culture and about 
the sanctity of family. Muskingum College is 
honored to help you preserve your commu
nity and grateful that you have helped edu
cate ours. 

On April 28, 2001, the Gerlach Mound human 
remains and artifacts were reburied in a ceremony 
that included one of the original excavation team 
members and other interested parties. The Iron 
Necklace family from Standing Rock Reservation 
in South Dakota provided a chant and drum 
rhythm as the remains were placed in a burial pit. 

Although it was rumored that the excavation 
notes and photographs had also been removed 
from the Science Center and destroyed or 
reburied with the human remains and artifacts, 
some notes and photographs were recently 
located at the college and loaned to us by Dr. 
Jack Kovach, current chairman of the Geology 
Department. Other than a local newspaper article 
(Anonymous 1970b) and the story in the Musk
ingum College Bulletin that appeared shortly after 
the mound was excavated, no report was ever 
published on the mound or its contents. These 

two brief articles and the field notes and photo
graphs are just about the only information we now 
have on the mound excavation. 

Dr. Frye did give a talk on the mound excavation 
at an Archaeological Society of Ohio picnic 
meeting at Dover in 1974. Fortunately the senior 
author of this article was in attendance and took 
notes, which have been of some use in preparing 
this report. According to ASO member Wayne 
Mortine of Newcomerstown (personal communica
tion to Carskadden 2001), Dr. Frye was asked at 
that time to write an article on the mound excava
tions for the Ohio Archaeologist. Unfortunately no 
article was ever submitted for publication, 
although Dr. Frye did later distribute information on 
the two radiocarbon dates from the mound (Prufer 
and McKenzie 1975). He also sent a photograph of 
some unusual pottery found in the mound to the 
Ohio Historical Society, and this photo was 
recently located. (See discussion of pottery and 
radiocarbon dates later in this report.) 

The field notes recently made available to us 
were recorded by two of the student crew mem
bers and were contained in three notebooks. 
Proveniences and sketches of the artifacts and 
burials were included in these notebooks, as were 
a number of detailed profile and plan drawings of 
the excavations. Also loaned to us was a set of 
note cards that had been filled out by one of the 
students after the excavations had been con
cluded. These cards contained additional informa
tion on many of the artifacts. This information had 
been obtained after the items had been cleaned 
and studied in more detail back at the college. 
Although there are dozens of photographs of the 
excavations in progress, including photos of the 
burials, close-up photographs of the artifacts were 
rare, and since the artifacts are now gone, the stu
dent's sketches are, for the most part, the only 
record we have. In the following pages we have 
attempted to reconstruct the history of the Gerlach 
Mound from the available notes and photographs 
of the 1970 excavation, but without the benefit of 
the excavated materials. In those few cases where 
we were unable to decipher the notes, we relied 
heavily on the photographs to give us insights into 
the various stages of mound construction. 

Site Setting 
The Gerlach Mound was located in the south

west comer of section 27, Bristol Township, north
eastern Morgan County. The mound was situated 
on a 160 foot high ridge overlooking the juncture 
of Meigs Creek and its tributary Mans Fork (see 
Figure 2). Both of these streams originate in south
eastern Muskingum County, the southern border 
of which is only five miles to the north of the 
mound site. Meigs Creek drains the southern 
flanks of the Rix Mills-High Hill divide, a prominent 
physiographical feature in eastern Muskingum 
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County which is known for the relatively high con
centration of Adena (and Hopewell) mounds and 
habitation sites along its crest (see Carskadden et 
al. 1995). 

Meigs Creek flows past the mound in a 
southerly and southeasterly direction and enters 
the Muskingum River four miles upstream from the 
town of Beverly. The valleys of Meigs Creek and 
Mans Fork near the mound are about a thousand 
feet wide. Although numerous Archaic points and 
chippage found in the mound fill indicate a fairly 
substantial occupation of the ridge top prior to the 
mound construction, we do not know if any pre
historic habitation sites have ever been located in 
the valley below the mound. A recent trip by the 
authors down the valleys of Mans Fork and Meigs 
Creek in the vicinity of the mound revealed very 
little in the way of cultivated ground. 

William C. Mills does not record the Gerlach 
Mound in his Archaeological Atlas of Ohio Mills 
(1914), nor does he record any other mounds in 
Bristol Township, and we do not have any per
sonal knowledge of any others. The Schuster 
Mound, a probable late Adena structure, is located 
along Mans Fork seven miles upstream from the 
Gerlach Mound in Bloom Township, Morgan 
County, and the closest mound upstream along or 
near Meigs Creek that we are aware of is the 
Roland Mound, located seven and a half miles 
north of the Gerlach Mound in Meigs Township, 
Muskingum County (see Figure 2 and Carskadden 
et al. 1995). We are not familiar with the seven mile 
stretch of the Meigs Creek valley between the Ger
lach Mound and the Muskingum River, although a 
number of mounds have been reported around the 
mouth of Meigs Creek. 

Earlier Excavations at the Mound 
In the field notes we examined there are several 

references to "Tuthill's old trench" or "Tuthill's 
trench." This refers to an excavation carried out at 
the Gerlach Mound in the summer of 1966 by S. 
J. Tuthill, then associate professor in the Depart
ment of Geology at Muskingum. Tuthill and sev
eral students discovered at least one burial at the 
site, which was disturbed by pot hunters before it 
could be completely excavated by the Musk
ingum crew (Tuthill to Carskadden, personal com
munication 1966). Tuthill left Muskingum College 
in the spring of 1968 and we do not believe that 
the 1970 field crew had access to his field notes, 
nor were we able to locate any notes dealing with 
this earlier excavation. However, we believe that 
remnants of the burial found in 1966, the one dis
turbed by the pot hunters, may have been redis
covered by the 1970 crew (see discussion of 
Burial 8 later in this report). 

The 1970 Excavations 
Excavations at the Gerlach Mound by Dr. Frye 

and his student crew began on June 1,1970 and 
were completed on or about August 11. The stu
dents camped at the mound site and Dr. Frye 
commuted each day from the college and brought 
fresh water. The sketches and field notes recorded 
by Dave Coffield, one of the two students who 
were at the site during this entire period, were par
ticularly valuable to us in our interpretation and 
reconstruction of the burial and ritual activities that 
occurred at the mound site. The excavation pro
files drawn by Andrew Frese were equally impor

tant in that they enabled us to determine the var
ious stages of mound construction (see Figures 3 
and 4). In fact, Coffield and Frese's notes are per
haps the most detailed excavation notes from an 
archaeological site that the authors have ever had 
the opportunity to examine. Unfortunately Coffield 
and Frese were not responsible for recording all 
aspects of the excavation, so there are some gaps 
in the record. 

According to the Muskingum College Bulletin 
article, the Gerlach Mound was around six feet 
high and eighty feet in diameter. The field notes 
and photographs, however, indicate that the 
mound may have only been about four feet high. 
The original ground surface under the mound was 
about half a foot higher under the central portion 
of the mound, and there was about a foot of back 
fill on the crest of the mound from an earlier exca
vation, probably Tuthill's. Thus at the beginning of 
the 1970 excavations the mound would have 
appeared higher than it really was. 

The excavators removed an area roughly sixty 
feet by sixty feet in the central area of the mound, 
and these excavations extended about a foot 
below the original ground surface. What was 
apparently an exploratory trench ten feet wide was 
extended thirty or forty feet beyond the southern 
edge of the mound (see Figures 3 and 4). Except 
for one post hole, we believe that all of the burials 
and mound features occurred under, within, or on 
the very top of what the excavators called the 
"inner mound." This was a primary mound within 
the larger structure that measured roughly 40 feet 
in diameter and about two feet high at its center. 
This inner mound was composed of a much 
darker soil and in some cases even darker lenses 
are plainly visible just above the mound floor in 
excavation profiles that were photographed. 

The Artifacts 
There were 601 accession numbers logged into 

the field notes. Of these, 567 represented single 
artifacts and 31 represent multiple objects (such 
as clusters of pottery sherds or clusters of flint 
flakes). There were no artifacts described for three 
of the entries. We believe that the total number of 
artifacts found during the 1970 excavation was 
probably closer to 666 (plus an unknown number 
of additional pottery sherds). Four of the cataloged 
items were found away from the mound, including 
a hematite celt found "near the farm house." Six 
artifacts were found on the spoil piles, and 23 were 
found on the surface of the mound as the sod was 
cleared off. At least 88 items were associated with 
the burials in some way. and the rest were found 
on the mound floor, in the fill of the inner mound, 
on the top surface of the inner mound, or in the 
outer mound fill. 

Approximately 39 percent of the cataloged 
items are described as flint knives or scrapers (258 
entries). These appear to have been for the most 
part larger flakes of flint, and from the drawings in 
the field notes it is obvious that some of these 
items did in fact have retouch. A total of 204 com
plete or fragmentary projectile points were found. 
Except for the obvious Adena artifacts, most of the 
points found in the mound were simply listed as 
"Archaic" in the field notes. However, on many of 
the note cards that were later filled out for each of 
the points, the specific point type as well as flint 

source were listed. In many instances the draw
ings of the artifacts in the field notes were so pre
cise that we were able to verify the point type 
identifications, or at least to make a fairly good 
guess ourselves as to the point type represented 
(see Figure 5). Those we were able to identify as to 
type from the drawings or the note cards are listed 
in Figures 6 and 7. 

Late Adena Robbins points were readily identifi
able from the drawings and descriptions but com
prised only 9 percent of the total number of points. 
Of the 17 Robbins points, only five were complete, 
and two of these, along with a large Robbins base, 
were found with the burials. Early or middle Adena 
points (or reworked Robbins points ?) comprised 
another two percent of the sample, and Archaic 
points comprised the rest. Ten percent of the 102 
identifiable Archaic points were recorded as being 
associated with burials, although we suspect that 
some of these, especially the smaller ones, were 
accidentally incorporated into the fill covering the 
bodies. However, the three Ashtabula points found 
with burials were relatively large and complete (or 
nearly so), and may well have been intentionally 
placed (see Figure 8). 

Rounding out the projectile point assemblage 
was a serrated Fort Ancient triangle made of Brush 
Creek flint, found on the surface of the mound. 
Additional flint items include four "cores," ten drills, 
18 biface fragments, and 24 chunks of flint. The 
ground stone, bone, and other miscellaneous arti
facts found in the mound are listed in Figure 9. 
Typical Adena ground stone artifacts from the 
mound include the expanded-center bar gorget 
(Figure 10), the seven small sandstone tablets, the 
cone, and the four hematite celts. Twelve sand
stone cupstones were also found during the exca
vations, including three large examples found 
together in a sub-floor pit feature (see Figures 11 
and 12). Some of the cupstones may date to the 
Archaic occupation at the site. 

Burials 
According to the college Bulletin article, the 

remains of one baby, one adolescent, and ten 
adults were found during the 1970 excavations, 
for a total of twelve individuals. We were able to 
account for only eleven individuals in the field 
notes, and could not determine sex or age. 
Stratigraphically these burials could be divided 
into two groups: the earliest consisted of those 
burials occurring on the mound floor or in pits 
dug into the mound floor (see Figure 3). The 
latest were those placed on or just below the top 
of the inner mound after it had been constructed 
to cover the first group (see Figure 4). The earliest 
grouping consisted of three extended individuals, 
two of which had been placed on the mound 
floor and the other placed in a shallow four-inch 
deep basinlike depression dug into the floor. A 
fourth individual had been buried in semi flexed 
position in a two-foot deep subfloor pit, and 
accompanying this flexed burial was the skull and 
some scattered bones of yet another individual, 
making a total of five people buried on or below 
the original mound floor. The jaw of a "young 
human" was found on the floor of the mound 
about five feet to the south of these early burials, 
and could have been considered by the excava
tors as a sixth person. 
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Five additional people were placed on or near 
the top of the inner mound, representing later 
episodes of burial activity at the site. These were 
subsequently covered with a secondary mantle of 
earth until the mound reached its total height of 
four feet. These later burials consisted of one 
extended adult individual placed "within" the inner 
mound, another extended individual placed on top 
of the inner mound, and three deposits of disartic
ulated bone on the top of the inner mound. One of 
these disarticulated deposits, designated Burial 8 
by the excavators, appears to have been in line 
with one of Tuthill's trenches, and could have been 
the burial disturbed by the pot hunters. It is not 
known how many other burials, if any, were found 
prior to the 1970 excavations. If Tuthill found at 
least one other burial, this could account for the 
twelve mentioned in the Bulletin. To our knowl
edge, no detailed study of the human remains 
from the Gerlach mound was ever undertaken. 

The following are brief descriptions of the 
burials found in 1970 and an accounting of the 
artifacts found with them, based on information we 
have gleaned from the field notes. They are listed 
in the order they were discovered and numbered in 
the notes. We have also reproduced photographs 
of the better preserved burials. Unfortunately very 
few of the artifacts show up clearly in the burial 
photographs, but in many instances their prove
nience relative to the body is clearly shown in the 
field sketches. 

Burial 1 
Burial 1 was located on top of the inner mound 

and consisted of an elbow or knee joint and badly 
crushed skull fragments. All were badly burned, 
and there was evidence of an intense fire just 
above the burial. Scattered around this burial were 
an unrecorded number of pottery sherds, including 
one rim measuring a fourth of an inch thick "with 
some design on it." Unfortunately this sherd was 
not illustrated in the field notes. A fragmentary 
three-quarter grooved ax was found six inches 
from the skull, and just above the skull was a 
nearly complete Ashtabula point (tip missing). An 
unidentified point fragment was also found with 
the burial, and a hematite celt is listed as being 
"associated" with this individual. 

Burial 2 
Also probably located on top of the inner 

mound, this burial consisted of a mass of broken 
and scattered bones. Many were burned, and 
some were burned to such an extent that they had 
a "white and bluish tinge." A complete Ashtabula 
point was also found with this burial, as was a flint 
drill. Found in the mound fill immediately around 
the burial and possibly associated with it were a 
piece of polished hematite, two complete Brew
erton Corner Notched points, a complete Brew
erton Side Notched point, and a fragmentary 
pre-Adena expanded stem point. Several clam 
shells and charred nut fragments were also associ
ated with this burial. 

Burial 3 
Burial 3, located on top of the inner mound, was 

an extended individual. Red ocher had been sprin
kled near the head, and the base of a large Rob
bins point had been placed with the body. A few 

small pottery sherds and flint chips were found in 
the fill around the bones. 

Burial 4 
Based on information in the field notes and pho

tographs, and our own recollections, we believe 
that Burial 4 was the individual which had been 
placed on display in the glass case at the college 
Science Center and which triggered the interest in 
the reburial. Burial 4 was an extended individual 
that was found "within" the inner mound fill. We 
could not determine from the available information 
if this individual had been laid to rest during the 
construction of the inner mound or if a hole had 
been dug into the top of the inner mound after it 
was completed for the purpose of burying this indi
vidual. In any case, this burial appears to have 
been interred later than those on the mound floor. 
Artifacts associated with Burial 4 included several 
pottery sherds, one of which was decorated with 
fingernail incisions (discussed later in this article). 
Also found with the burial was a hematite celt, a 
worked piece of hematite, an Archaic notched 
point of some kind, a fragmentary stemmed point, 
two complete Lamoka points, and red ocher. 

A particularly interesting item placed with Burial 
4 was a small piece of barite, identified by Dr. Frye 
who was an expert mineralogist. This piece was 
found either near the pelvis of the individual, or 
near one of the ankles; both locations are men
tioned in separate entries in the field notes. Barite 
is a mineral that occurs at several locations in Ken
tucky and was mined and traded throughout much 
of the Ohio Valley during Adena times. Barite 
found in Adena mounds has usually been worked 
into cones or atlatl weights (Clay 1988). It is not 
known if the piece of barite from the Gerlach 
mound had been worked. 

Burial 5 
This was an extended skeleton lying on the 

mound floor. Associated with this burial were three 
small sandstone tablets, a hematite sphere, a 
hematite celt, three hammerstones, a complete 
Robbins point, a possible complete Bottleneck 
point, the base of a Lamoka point, the base of a 
Brewerton-Lamoka point, and an unidentified 
Archaic notched point fragment. In the photograph 
of this burial only the hematite sphere shows up, 
near the individual's right elbow (see Figure 13). 
Found near Burial 5, and probably associated with 
it, was a two-hole rectangular-looking gorget, 
which can be seen in Figure 14. 

Burial 6 
Burial 6 was an extended individual placed in a 

shallow four-inch deep depression dug into the 
mound floor (see Figures 15,16, and 17). A com
plete generalized stemmed Adena point was 
buried near the left hand. Placed near the right 
forearm was a clam shell, and a bone needle was 
found near the right elbow. A sandstone tablet and 
lump of yellow ocher had been placed on the 
mound floor about a foot and a half from the left 
arm. Only the clam shell shows up readily in the 
burial photographs. 

Burial 7 
Burial 7 was laid out in an extended position on 

the floor of the mound. Placed with this individual 

were two hematite celts. Photographs indicate that 
this individual was badly preserved. 

Burial 8 
This was a scattering of human bones found on 

top of the inner mound. This burial was in line with 
one of the pre-1970 excavation trenches and may 
have been the burial disturbed by the pot hunters. 
On the other hand, there were a number of com
plete projectile points found in the mound fill in 
and around these bones which could suggest that 
it had not been disturbed, and in fact was an intact 
deposit. These artifacts included a Robbins point, 
an early Adena Ovate Base Stemmed point, an 
Ashtabula point, a Bottleneck point, two Brew
erton Corner Notched points, and a Lamoka point. 
Also found were a lump of yellow ocher, a flint drill, 
and two hammerstones. 

Burial 9 (two people) 
Found in a pit dug into the mound floor were 

the remains of two individuals (see Figure 18). The 
field notes state that this burial was found one 
foot "below datum." Since the datum level (the 
floor of the excavations) was anywhere from a 
foot to a foot and a half below the original mound 
floor, this would make the burial pit at least two 
feet deep. Within the pit were the remains of one 
skeleton in a semi-flexed position, and a second 
individual was represented by a skull near the 
shoulder of the first and a mass of bones, all 
badly preserved. A celt was found near the hip of 
the semi-flexed individual. This artifact shows up 
in one of the burial photos and it can be seen that 
it was quite small, about the same size as the var
ious hematite celts found elsewhere in the mound. 
However, the material of this particular celt is not 
mentioned in the notes. Other items found in the 
pit included a "broken black point," which was not 
illustrated, the fragment of a hammerstone, and 
small pottery sherds. An unidentified animal jaw 
and teeth were found in the mass of bones repre
senting the second individual. After a close exami
nation of the burial photograph, we believe that 
this jaw could have been from a wolf. 

Human Jaw 
On the mound floor five feet south of Burial 5 

the excavators found the lower jaw of a "young 
human." Although not assigned a burial number by 
the crew, this jaw may have been considered as 
representing one of the twelve burials mentioned 
in the college Bulletin. 

Ritual Fires and Post Holes 
During his 1974 talk at the ASO picnic meeting, 

Dr. Frye mentioned that fires seemed to play an 
important role in the ceremonial activity that 
occurred during the funerals at the Gerlach 
Mound site. He noted that the earliest burials in 
the mound had fires nearby; the next burials had 
small fires right beside the body, and the latest 
burials had large bonfires built on top of them (for 
example Burial 1). We have to rely on Frye's 
observations since this sequence was not obvi
ously apparent in the field notes. 

Lacking at the Gerlach Mound site was a cir
cular pattern of post holes that would have indi
cated the remains of a permanent wooden 
mortuary structure similar to those reported from 
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other late Adena mound sites in the Ohio Valley. 
We believe that the excavations extended far 
enough out towards the periphery of the mound to 
have revealed such a post hole pattern had it 
existed. Evidence of a classic paired-post late 
Adena mortuary structure was found in Area E at 
the Philo Mound Group, twelve miles to the north
west of the Gerlach Mound, indicating that this 
type of formal late Adena architecture was not 
unknown in the Muskingum Valley (Carskadden 
and Morton 1989). 

Approximately nine post holes were found on 
the floor of the Gerlach Mound, all but one occur
ring under the inner mound (see Figure 3). Several 
of these were recorded as "fire pits" by the exca
vators, but we have interpreted them as post 
holes. The post holes are, for the most part, clus
tered in the vicinity of the mound floor burials, and. 
with a little imagination, may represent the rem
nants of screens or baffles. 

Pottery 
Remnants of pottery vessels are commonly 

found in eastern Ohio Adena mounds (both early 
and late), possibly related in some way to grave
side ritual, and the Gerlach Mound was no excep
tion. Pottery vessels may have been used to 
transport cremated remains to the mounds, or 
may have played a part in graveside feasting (Clay 
1983: O'Malley 1988:61). The latter was probably 
the case at Gerlach since no cremations were 
found. Several deposits of animal bone refuse 
were found on the surface of the inner mound, 
indicating that in fact graveside feasting probably 
did occur at the site. 

There were four clusters of pottery sherds found 
within the Gerlach Mound, all of which were asso
ciated with burials (Burials 1, 3, 4, and 9). Another 
sherd was found in the "rock pile," according to the 
field notes, but we do not know exactly what this 
feature was or where it was located in the mound, 
as there were several concentrations of rocks 
encountered during the excavations. No count was 
made of the individual sherds found in the clusters. 
Although the thicknesses and color of the sherds 
were often recorded, there is only one instance in 
which temper is mentioned; the sherds associated 
with Burial 1 may have been limestone tempered. 
Although early Adena pottery found in the Musk
ingum Valley has so far always been grit tempered, 
pottery from late Adena sites in the area can be 
either grit or limestone tempered, so limestone 
tempering at Gerlach would not be unexpected. 

In the field notes are sketches of two unusually 
incised pottery sherds, and as noted earlier, a pho
tograph of these sherds, as well as a third deco
rated sherd, was recently located at the 
Department of Archaeology. Ohio Historical Center 
(see Figure 19). 

The first sherd to be discussed is the single 
body sherd found in the "rock pile." This sherd 
measured a half inch thick and the outer surface 
was covered with ovoid punctuations. The other 
incised sherd was found with Burial 4. It was a rim 
sherd decorated on the outer surface by vertical 
rows of opposing fingernail impressions. Another 
rim sherd, measuring a fourth of an inch thick and 
found with Burial 1 had". . . some design on it." As 
noted earlier, unfortunately this sherd was not illus
trated in the field notes. Although it was shown in 

the photograph sent to the Historical Center, the 
decorations are not discernible. 

The late Adena pottery type Montgomery 
Incised has been reported from a number of sites 
in the Muskingum Valley. However, the only other 
Adena site in the area to produce incised decora
tions even remotely similar to any of the incising 
seen on the Gerlach sherds was the Cordray 
Mound along the Licking River in Licking County, 
east of Newark. This mound was excavated in 
1951 by Raymond Baby of the Ohio Historical 
Society, and in a recent article which discussed 
the artifacts found in the mound (Gehlbach 1999) 
there is a photo of a small grit-tempered pot deco
rated with vertical rows of circular punctates. The 
Cordray Mound is believed to be early Adena, 
however, based on the styles of the lithic artifacts 
found. On the other hand, several late Adena sites 
in Kentucky have produced punctuated and fin
gernail impressed sherds nearly identical to those 
found at Gerlach (Mocas 1988). It is interesting 
that the Gerlach Mound also contained the piece 
of barite, presumably obtained from Kentucky. 

Archaeological Summary 
The Gerlach Mound radiocarbon dates (A.D. 1 

+/-115 and 10 B.C. +/-180; Porter and McKenzie 
1975) both calibrate to the mid first century A.D. 
(see Figure 20). Calibrated radiocarbon dates from 
a number of other Adena habitation sites and 
mounds in the Muskingum and Hocking valleys of 
eastern and southeastern Ohio also suggest that 
what we consider to be late Adena may have 
lasted well into the first century A.D. Peoples 
inhabiting these regions continued to make and 
use stemmed (Robbins) projectile points, for 
example, and did not have Hopewell-like bladelets 
or cordmarked pottery until well after A.D. 100; nor 
were they building geometric earthwork com
plexes until after this date (see Carskadden and 
Morton 1997). This may have been a hundred 
years or more after the so-called Hopewell began 
developing in the Scioto and Miami valleys of 
southern and southwestern Ohio. Among the 
many factors that could have been responsible for 
this cultural lag were the relatively narrow river bot
toms, the rugged topography, and the general 
remoteness of certain areas of eastern and south
eastern Ohio relative to the Scioto and Miami val
leys. The Gerlach Mound is located in what is even 
today a relatively remote area of the state. 

Even the mode of burial for some of the individ
uals interred at Gerlach seems rather antiquated 
compared to what is seen at other first-century 
late Adena sites along the Muskingum River 
proper. Lacking at the Gerlach mound, for 
example, were the classic late Adena log tomb 
burials and full-fledged cremations, both of which 
have been reported from late Adena mounds 
along the Muskingum River south of Zanesville. 
The mode of burial at the Gerlach mound, at least 
those associated with the mound floor, almost 
seems reminiscent of early Adena. This is espe
cially true of Burial 6, which was placed in the 
shallow depression in the mound floor. Extended 
individuals in shallow unlined or bark-lined elliptical 
sub-floor basins seem to be the common mode of 
burial in early Adena mounds in eastern Ohio and 
the upper Ohio Valley (see for example Hemmings 
1978). The Robbins point found with Bunal 5, how

ever, and another Robbins point found on the floor 
of the inner mound, suggest that all of the Adena 
ritual and burial activity that took place on the site 
of the Gerlach Mound probably occurred during 
late Adena. 

Deposits of disarticulated bone, such as the 
three deposits found on top of the inner mound at 
Gerlach, have been reported from several late 
Adena mounds in the Muskingum Valley, including 
Mound F at the Philo Mound Group, and the 
Nashport Mound along the Licking River (Greber 
1977). This suggests that at least during the latest 
phase of burial activity at the Gerlach Mound, the 
Adena people along Meigs Creek were a little 
more in step with the burial practices occurring in 
neighboring Adena groups. There are other factors 
as well which indicate that at some point in time 
the Adena people living along Meigs Creek, and 
whose ritual activities were centered at the Ger
lach mound site, were perhaps not as isolated or 
backward as the mode of some of their earlier 
burials suggest. The presence of barite and the 
unusual pottery sherd with Burial 4, one of the later 
burials at Gerlach, suggests that contact and trade 
did indeed occur with peoples living well beyond 
the immediate Meigs Creek drainage. 

Concluding Remarks 
It should be obvious to anyone who examines 

the Gerlach Mound field notes and photographs 
that the 1970 field crew did an excellent job in 
excavating the mound and recording the finds. 
There were a few omissions and inconsistencies in 
the notes, but these problems could probably have 
been resolved had we been able to examine the 
artifacts. Dr. Frye and his team of students helped 
to preserve an important part of the prehistory of 
Morgan County and southeastern Ohio, which at 
the time the excavators believed would soon be 
lost to strip mining. We should note, however, that 
while the neighboring farms were soon purchased 
by Amencan Electric Power, and mining activities 
came within a few hundred yards of the mound 
site, the portion of the ridge on which the mound 
sat was, to our knowledge, never mined. 

Muskingum College had an active archaeology 
program in the early 1970s. During this period 
crews from the college also carried out excavations 
at an Adena habitation site in Perry County and 
conducted a number of prehistoric mound and 
open site surveys in eastern Muskingum and 
western Guernsey counties. Although to our knowl
edge none of the students who participated in the 
Gerlach Mound excavation became professional 
archaeologists, several others who graduated from 
Muskingum during this period went on to get 
advanced degrees in archaeology or related fields, 
and two have pursued archaeology as a career. 

We would like to extend a special thanks to Dr. 
Jack Kovach, present head of the Geology 
Department at Muskingum College, for allowing us 
access to the Gerlach field notes and photo
graphs, and for encouraging us to study this mate
rial. His help on this and past projects undertaken 
by the authors is greatly appreciated. We would 
also like to thank Jeb Bowen and James Morton 
for assisting us in locating a copy of the pottery 
photograph that Dr. Frye sent to the Ohio Histor
ical Center, and N'omi Greber for commenting on 
an earlier draft of this article. 
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Figure 1 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Map of the Muskingum Valley 
showing the location of the Gerlach Mound (the black dot east of 
McConnelsville). 

Figure 1 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Map of the Blue Rock and Meigs town
ships, Muskingum County, and Bloom and Bristol townships, Morgan 
County, showing the upper Meigs Creek drainage basin. The Gerlach 
Mound can be seen in southern Bristol Township. Other mounds known to 
the authors are also shown on the map. 
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Figure 3 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Excavation plan of the Gerlach 
Mound showing the locations of the earliest buhals at the mound site, 
which were placed on or under the mound floor. Post holes and pre-
1970 excavations are also shown. The area enclosed within the dot
ted line would later be covered by the "inner mound." 

Gerlach Mound 
Morgan County, Ohio 

Later Burials 

Figure 4 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Excavation plan of the Gerlach 
Mound showing the locations of the later burials which were placed 
within or on top of the "inner mound." 

Figure 5 (Carskadden and Felumlee) A 
collage of sketches copied from the field 
notes showing examples of the Archaic 
and Adena points found in the Gerlach 
Mound. 
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Point Type 

Kirk Comer Notched 

MacCorkle 

Lecroy 

Stanley Stemmed 

Big Sandy 

Brewerton Side Notched 

Brewerton Corner Notched 

Brewerton/Lamoka 

Lamoka 

Bottleneck 

Ashtabula 

Cogswell 

Other pre-Adena stemmed 

Totals 

Locat ion 

Surface 
and Fill 

of 
Outer 
Mound 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

11 

12 

6 

16 

1 

4 

1 

3 

60 

Surface 
of 

Inner 
Mound 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Fill 
of 

Inner 
Mound 

4 

3 

8 

I 

8 16 

Burials 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

12 

Spoil 
Pile 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Near 
Mound 

1 

1 

No 
Location 

Given 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

17 

16 

14 

31 

3 

10 

2 

3 

102 

Figure 6 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Table listing the Archaic points found in 
the Gerlach Mound, identified from drawings in the field notes. 

Log No. Condition Location Color 

Late Adena Robbins Points 

132 

176 

232 

233 

236 

246 

282 

289 

301 

313 

391 

402 

404 

445 

504 

507 

530 

542 

comer of base gone 

base only 

tip gone 

side gone 

complete 

tip gone 

complete 

base only 

complete 

tip gone 

complete 

Up of large point 
or cache blade 
tip only 

base only 

complete 

base only 

base only 

base only (large) 

outer m o u n d fill 

outer mound surface 

outer m o u n d surface 

outer mound surface 

Burial 5 

inner mound surface 

inner m o u n d floor 

inner mound surface (?) 

outer m o u n d fill 

inner mound surface 

B u r i a l S 

outer mound fill 

outer m o u n d fill 

outer mound fill 

outer mound fill 

outer m o u n d fill 

outer mound fill 

Burial 3 

Generalized Adena S t e m m e d Points (Middle Adena ? -

34 1 

436 

517 

complete (?) burned 

tip gone 

base only 

outer mound fill 

outer mound fill 

outer m o u n d fill 

brown to gray 

black 

gray 

white-gray 

gray 

gray w/black s t reaks 

blue-gray w / d a r k specks 

black 

black 

black 

gray 

white- gray 

black 

gray 

gray 

gray 

gray 

white-gray 

Reworked Robbins ?) 

black 

black 

gray 

Early Adena Ovate Base 

201 

480 

comp. / resharpened 

complete 

inner mound surface 

Burial 8 

gray 

black 

Figure 8 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Copy of a photograph 
from the 1970 Zanesville newspaper article on the Gerlach 
Mound excavation showing a bone needle and an Ashtabula 
point found in the mound. 

Figure 9 (Carskadden and 
Felumlee) Table listing the 
bone and ground stone arti
facts found in the Gerlach 
Mound, based on information 
found in the field notes. 

Figure 7 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Table listing the Adena 
points found in the Gerlach Mound, identified from drawings in 
the field notes. 

Artifacts 

Barite Artifacts 
Unworked (?) Piece 

Bone Artifacts 
Bead 
Needle 
"Bone Impltment" 

Cannel Coal Artifacts 
Gorget/Pendant Frag. 

Hardstone (?) Artifacts 
Celt 
Grooved Axe Frag. 
Grooved Hammerstone 
Hammerstone 

Hematite Artifacts 
Ball (Sphere) 
Celt 
Worked/Polished Piece 
Unworked Piece 

Sandstone Artifacts 
Abrading Stone 
Cupstone 
Expanded-Center Gorget 
"Tablet" 

Worked Piece 

Slate Artifacts 
Gorget Fragment 

Unrecorded Material 
Cone 
Gorget Fragment 

Location 

Outer 
Mound 

Fill 

3 
1 
2 
13 

Surface 
of 

Inner 
Mound 

Fill 
of 

Inner 
Mound 

Sub-Floor 
Pit 

Feature 

6 
1 
2 
28 

1 
12 

30 



Figure 10 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Copy of a photograph from the 
1970 Zanesville newspaper article on the Gerlach Mound excavation 
showing an expanded-center bar Adena gorget found in the fill of the 
inner mound. 

TOM 

Figure 11 (Carskadden and Felumlee) A pit feature dug into the floor 
of the Gerlach Mound containing three sandstone cupstones. This 
may be an Archaic feature. 

Figure 12 (Carskadden and Felumlee) General view of the Gedach Mound 
excavations. To the right of the bucket is the pit shown in Figure 11 which con
tained the three sandstone cupstones. 

Figure 13 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Buhal 5 at the Gerlach Mound. A 
hematite sphere can be seen near the right elbow. 

Figure 14 (Carskadden and Felumlee) A rectangular two-hole gorget 
found near Burial 5 at the Gerlach Mound. The matehal was not 
recorded. 
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Figure 15 (Carskadden and Felumlee) General view of the Gerlach Mound 
excavations. The individual is taking photographs of Burial 6, which had 
been placed in a shallow sub-floor depression. The bottom of the dark 
layer seen in the profile above the burial marks the original floor of the 
mound. 

Figure 16 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Burial 6 at the Gerlach Mound. 

r& 

Figure 17 (Carskadden and Felumlee) A close-up view of Burial 6 at the 
Gerlach Mound. A clam shell can be seen along the right forearm. 

Figure 18 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Burial 9 at the Gerlach Mound. 
This was a sub-floor pit feature containing the remains of two individ
uals. The skulls are to the right, and near the tip of the scissors is an 
animal jaw, possibly wolf. 

Site 

Gerlach Mound 

Gerlach Mound 

Linn 7 Site 

Osborn Mound 

Mound F 
Philo Mound Group 

Area C 
Philo Mound Group 

Area E 
Philo Mound Group 

Raw Date 

A.D. 1 +/- 115 

B.C. 10 +/- 180 

A.D. 1 0 0 + / - 8 0 

A.D. 80 +/- 60 

A.D. 40 +/- 80 

A.D. 1 +/- 80 

B.C. 20 +/- 80 

Calibrated 
Date 

A.D. 58 

A.D. 28. 45, 51 

A.D. 134 

A.D. 123 

A.D. 82 

A.D. 58 

A.D. 22 

Sample # 

GX-2537 

GX-2536 

1-17126 

Beta-71531 

1-16519 

1-15979 

1-16521 

Reference 

Prtirer& 
McKenzie 1975 

Prufer& 
McKenzie 1975 

Carskadden & 
Morton 1997 

Carskadden & 
Morton 1996 

Carskadden & 
Morton 1997 

Carskadden & 
Morton 1997 

Carskadden & 
Morton 1997 

Figure 20 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Table showing the two radiocarbon dates 
from the Gerlach Mound, as well as radiocarbon dates from late Adena mounds 
and habitation sites along the Muskingum River between Gaysport and Philo. 

Figure 19 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Photograph 
of the incised pottery sherds from the Gerlach 
Mound, including a body sherd with punctates and 
a rim sherd with vertical rows of fingernail impres
sions. The decoration on the smallest sherd can not 
be determined. 
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Figure 21 (Carskadden and Felumlee) General view of the 
Gerlach Mound excavations. 

Figure 22 (Carskadden and Felumlee) Excavation of one of 
the burials in progrress at the Gerlach Mound. 

Figure 23 (Carskadden and Felumlee) General view of the 
Gerlach Mound excavations showing the camp where the 
crew resided for the ten week project. 

• • * . * *? 
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AN INDIANA BIRDSTONE 
by 

Shawn Place 
Rt. 4 

Wapakoneta, Ohio 

The birdstone shown in the accompa
nying photographs was found by Dale 
Roe in northern Madison County, Indiana, 
while searching an old cabin site for mar
bles and relics. It was found March 11, 
2001. The birdstone is atypical and has 
pronounced banding but is not drilled. 

Figure 1 (Place) Side view of Indiana birdstone. 

Figure 2 (Place) Bottom of birdstone. 

TUBULAR BANNERSTONE FIND 
by 

Mike Morrison 
486 Greenlawn Dr. 

Howard, Ohio 

This nice tubular bannerstone was found in 
Knox County, Ohio, in May, 2002. It is made of 
banded slate and is unbroken. There is a tan 
inclusion or "worm hole" on one side. 

Figure 1 (Morrison) Tubular banner from Knox County. 
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THREE ARCHAIC ARTIFACTS FROM MADISON COUNTY 

In the summer of 1996 I was hunting in 
a field east of Big Darby Creek in 
Madison County, Ohio. The field had 
been hunted for years but on a knoll I 
found the Notched Base point shown in 
Figure 1. It is made of high quality 

Annual reports from all chapters are 
now due. All chapters should either send 
a summary of their current officers, with 

by 
Bill Likens 

Railroad Street 
Unionville Center, Ohio 

n Coshocton flint and is finely serrated, 
n Although it has a slight nick on one barb 
d it won Best of Show in the fall 1996 ASO 
I Field Find Contest. 

n In the same field and on the same knoll 
y in July, 1988. I found a three-quarter 

addresses and phone numbers, and 
meeting times. A simple form for such 
information is available from Vice Presi-

grooved quartzite hammerstone (Fig. 2). 
On my last pass over the knoll I found a 
prismoidal bannerstone. It is made of 
gray-green and white granite and is only 
partially drilled. 

dent John Mocic, Box 170, RR 1, Dilles 
Bottom, Ohio 48947. 

Figure 1 (Likens) Notched Base point 3 1/4 inches long. Figure 2 (Likens) Top, prismoidal bannerstone 3 1/8 inches long. Bottom, quartzite ham
merstone. 

I 

CHAPTER REPORTS DUE 
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SHELL HOE CACHE IN BELMONT COUNTY 

These five mussel shell hoes were 
found near a recorded site 33 BL 234 Fox 
Site Belmont County, Ohio on June 20, 
1996. They were unearthed by the 
removal of a row of trees along with the 
root systems, which in turn brought them 
to the surface. This Ohio River site is the 
only one in the Belmont area that has 
produced this type of shell artifact to 
date. Mussels are drab and cold. They 
spend their entire lives buried in one spot 
in a streambed, covered in algae and 
siphoning water. They only venture into 
the world as microscopic larvae that 
become parasites to fish - in fact mus
sels are the only parasites honored with a 
spot on the federal list of endangered 
species. 

by 
John M. Mocic 
Box 170, Rd. #1 

Dilles Bottom, Ohio 43947 

Figure 1 (Mocic) Shell Hoe Cache 

A KENTUCKY CACHE 
by 

Robert Retort 
RR2 

Newcastle, PA 16101 

This cache of twenty-four gray horn-
stone blades was found near Elk Lick, 
Kentucky, by Raymond Vietzen in 1964. 
There were originally seventy blades in 
the cache. The largest of the blades is 7 
1/2 inches long. They were once on dis
play at the Vietzen museum in Elyria. 

Figure 1 (Retort) Twenty-four blades out of a 
cache of seventy blades found near Elk Lick, 
Kentucky. 
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FROM OUR OLD FILES 

These pictures are from an old album I 
acqu i red f rom Dorothy G o o d several 

by 
Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

years ago. They were taken at ASO meet
ings in 1959 and 1960 and show many of 

the people who made our Society what it 
is today. 

Dr. Stanley Copeland, Columbus. Alva McGraw, Chillicothe, and Ralph 
Servey, Portsmouth. 

Ed Atkinson, Columbus and Dr. Gordon 
Meuser, Columbus. 

John Schatz, Hilliard - Mac Schumm, 
Circleville - Irv Daugherty, Indiana. 

Ernie Good, Grove City - Ed Atkinson, 
Columbus - Dorothy Good, Grove City. 

John Allman, Dayton - Ernie Good, Grove 
City - Raymond Baby, Columbus. 

Donald MacBeth, Kingston. Phil Kientz, Columbus and Norman 
McKnight, Ashville. 

Arthur George Smith, Norwalk. 
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STANFORD CHERT 
by 

Dr. William C. Meadows 
Indiana State University, Department of Anthropology 

Holmstedt Hall, Terre Haute, Indiana 47809 

Stanford chert is a distinctive banded grey 
colored chert that outcrops in south-central 
Indiana. It is found in the basal layers of St. 
Genevieve Limestone in the Blue River Group, 
within the Valmeyeran Series of the Mississip-
pian System, and may be a stratigraphic 
equivalent to Lost River Chert (Munson et al. 
1983:193-194; Munson and Munson 1984:154; 
Bassett and Powell 1984:241). While this chert 
has been briefly described in brief descriptive 
(Tomak 1970,1981} and technical reports, little 
in-depth information concerning its temporal 
and special characteristics has been pub
lished, and with the exception of Justice 
(1987:Plate 6:f) no visual images of the chert 
have been produced. The one sample identi
fied as Stanford Chert by DeRegnacourt and 
Georgiady (1998:Plate 19, Row2, #8, 106-107) 
is actually a variety of Holland chert common 
throughout southwest Indiana. Relying largely 
on published literature over fieldwork, some of 
the recent data on Stanford chert contains 
several inaccuracies, which this work, based 
on extensive firsthand field experience, will 
attempt to clarify and correct. Stanford chert 
was first known as Dupes or Dupe's Folly 
chert, being named for samples first described 
from outcrops in and near the cave of the 
same name near the small hamlet of Stanford, 
in southwestern Monroe County, Indiana 
(Munson et al. 1983:193). Tomak (1981:4) later 
provided the name of Stanford for the chert, 
and it is by this name that the chert is best 
known. Stanford chert is currently known to 
outcrop in Monroe, Greene, Lawrence, Martin, 
and Orange Counties. Meadows and Bair 
(2001:109) have recently discovered two large 
outcrops of Stanford chert (sites 120r367 and 
670) along the central portion of Lost River in 
Orange County. In addition, profuse residual 
deposits of this chert are found on a number 
of recently surveyed sites in the floodplain and 
T-1 terrace locales adjacent to these sites. 
These data significantly extend the recorded 
outcrop range of this chert to the south, which 
was formerly believed to center on the area of 
western Lawrence, eastern Greene and south
west Monroe counties in Indiana. 

Stanford chert occurs in layers and tabular 
masses. Lenticular-bedded masses of this 
chert typically occur in bedrock contexts, or as 
residual deposits in hillsides, terraces, and in 
streambeds. Samples from Dupe's Folly Cave 
range average 30 to 70 mm. in thickness 
(Tomak 1981:4). Individual pieces of this chert 
are generally in the form of fragmented square 
to rectangular slabs, chunks, or blocks. 
Although most slabs are often small compared 
to some other local cherts such as Allen's 
Creek and Bryantsville, large blocks are some
times encountered. Samples obtained by the 
author from source areas and campsites in 
Lawrence and Orange Counties commonly 

range from 30 to 120 mm. in thickness, from 
50 to 230 mm in length, and up to 100 to 120 
mm in width. 

This chert ranges from light to medium to 
dark (usually indicating heat treating) shades of 
grey, and often exhibits a combination of all of 
these shades within a single sample. Mark 
Cantin provides a synthesis of Stanford chert 
colors in relation to the Munsell color scale. 
Stanford chert contains a medium grey back
ground matrix of N6 to N7. Samples commonly 
exhibit a lamination of thin streaks of various 
shades of grey running parallel to the bedding 
plane. Darker grey streaks demonstrate a Mun
sell value of N4, with lighter shades ranging at 
N7 to N8. DeRegnacourt and Georgiady 
(1998:103) report 5Y 6/1 5B 7/1, and N8 Mun
sell colors. The cortex of Stanford chert is usu
ally thin, poorly developed, averages around 
one-eight of an inch in thickness, and is 
stained ruddy tan or brown-orange from fer
rous minerals (Cantin 1994:29). Small, non-fos-
siliferous white or grey to dark grey specks are 
common in the chert, with fossils seeming to 
occur only near contact margins with the 
parent bed (Munson and Munson 1984:155). 
Blue-black pinpoint spots, probably inclusions 
of fluorite or pyrite, are also common and prob
ably account in part for the chert's color (Cantin 
1994:29). DeRegnacourt and Georgiady 
(1998:103) also report cryptocrystalline and 
microcrystalline quartz, and dolomite in the 
chert. In western Lawrence County, some sam
ples of Stanford and Indian Creek cherts 
almost blend together visually and macro
scopic identification is difficult where banding 
is absent without magnification. Banded areas 
of linear layers (often of varied width and grey 
colors) are typical of Stanford chert, and are 
macroscopically distinct from banded (usually 
tan or beige) samples of Indian Creek chert. 
Because of its distinct and usually fine grained 
multicolored grey banding, Stanford chert is 
easily distinguished from other gray colored 
cherts such as Harrison County, and from 
Dover, grey (unpatinated) and brown (patinated) 
shades of Muldraugh, and Elco cherts which 
typically exhibit a wider and more mottled or 
splotchy pattern of banding. 

Crystalline seams and quartz inclusions are 
commonly found in blocks of the chert and run 
parallel to the bedding plane. This quartzitic, 
sacchritic crust-like seam hinders the knapping 
quality of the chert by limiting the size of 
potential flakes and tools, thus reducing its 
desirability as a knappable lithic resource 
(Cantin 1994:29). In addition its geologic struc
ture and locale results in a highly fragmentary 
nature, typical of bedded cherts in the region. 
However the author has observed many arti
facts containing such inclusions in both linear 
and spherical forms that were successfully 
worked around and are thus found in both pre

forms and finished tools. Overall, most tools of 
this chert are relatively small in comparison 
with those made from Allen's Creek, Indian 
Creek, and Wyandotte cherts, but similar in 
size to many of those made of the highly frag
mentary Bryantsville chert. The smaller size of 
many tools made from Stanford may be due to 
the tendency for the majority of natural blocks 
of Stanford chert to not be as large as other 
commonly used cherts in this region of Indiana. 
Tools exceeding 5.0 inches in length do occur, 
but are rare. Overall Stanford chert was an 
excellent lithic source material for medium and 
small sized tools averaging less than 3.0 inches 
in length. The texture of this chert ranges from 
medium-fine to fine medium in quality. 

Stanford chert exhibits a dull to slightly 
glossy luster. Although the chert is nearly 
opaque, very thin edges exhibit a slight 
translucence often with brown elements indi
cating the presence of pyrite (Cantin 1994:29). 
Heat-treating generally intensifies the natural 
grey colors to a darker range of grey matrix 
and banding, producing an increase in luster, 
gloss and shine. Heat-treating also improves 
the texture of the chert, and some specimens 
exhibit a fine texture. The author has 
observed distinct reddish hues in the edges of 
a few heat-treated tools. Stanford chert 
exhibits good conchoidal fracture and a 
medium to good knapping quality with sharp 
and strong edges. Although inclusive crys
talline seams hamper knapping performance, 
heat treating increases the overall knapping 
ability of the chert (Munson and Munson 
1984:155; Cantin 1994:29). In sites with con
siderable density and midden, such as Late 
Archaic French Lick Phase sites, Stanford 
chert appears to be fairly conducive to the 
accumulation of organic patina, usually in the 
form of areas of black particles adhering on 
the surface of tools and debitage. 

Documented use of this chert spans most of 
the archaeological record, and as defined by 
Munson and Munson (1984), was used exten
sively on a local (up to 3 km) and semi-local (3 to 
30 km) basis around resource areas. The author 
has recorded artifacts ranging from the early 
Archaic to Oliver Phase Late Woodland-Missis-
sippian periods in the source area. The area with 
greatest utilization of this chert includes Monroe, 
Greene, Jackson, Lawrence, Martin, Orange, 
and Washington Counties of Indiana. The author 
has commonly observed smaller but well repre
sented numbers of artifacts and debitage of this 
chert in collections and on site surveys in 
Brown, Clay, Daviess (Meadows and Bair 2002), 
Dubois, Jackson, Knox, Morgan, and Owen 
Counties in Indiana. Limited use as a foreign 
chert (over 30 km) is also recorded, as Cantin 
(1994:29) reports artifacts of this chert from 
areas up to 60 miles away from source areas in 
Vigo and Warrick Counties. 
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Photo 1: Stanford chert block from site 12Or670 in 
Orange County, Indiana; and debitage samples 
from various sites in Lawrence County, Indiana; 
showing diverse range of grey matrix and color 
banding, including darker heat-treated flakes. 

- -? 

Photo 2: Sample of mostly Early, Middle, 
and Late Archaic tools made from 
Stanford chert. Lawrence and Washington 
Counties, Indiana. 

Photo 3: Sample of miscellaneous points, adzes, 
and bifaces made from Stanford chert. Lawrence 
County, Indiana. 
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Early stage bifaces of this material are com
monly found on sites across the outcrop area, 
and suggest preparation and export to distant 
locales for later reduction. Tomak (1981:4) 
reports two workshop sites in northern 
Lawrence County that contain primarily Stan
ford chert debitage and fragmentary bifaces. 
In Lawrence County, the author has frequently 
encountered sites producing large numbers of 
bifaces as well as various forms of finished 
Late Archaic points of Stanford chert including 
sites; 12Lr2, 12, 264, 267, 271, 272, 274, 316, 
401, 666, 684, and 917. Sites 12Lr2, 271, 272, 
274, 684, and 917 are major Riverton culture 
sites, while site 12Lr12 contains a small 
Riverton occupation. A heavier use of Stanford 
chert in the western half of Lawrence County 
is noticeable. 

Munson et al. (1983:193-194) and Cantin 
(1994:29) state that the use of Stanford chert 
was largely confined to the Late Archaic. Data 
gathered from Greene County, Indiana (Tomak 
1970,1981,1987) suggests that the chert was 
predominantly used during the Middle and 
Late Archaic periods, with significant associa
tions of Stanford chert in Merom or Riverton 
(22% of 271) and Scherschel (13% of 289, 
aka. McWhinney Heavy Stemmed) points. 
Coinciding with a general trend towards 
increased seasonal based sedentism and 
heavier utilization of local lithic resources, 
Stanford chert was most heavily used during 
the Late Archaic. The author has recorded 
abundant numbers of several Late Archaic 
diagnostic point forms (Merom, Matanzas, 
Brewerton, Karnak, McWhinney) in the source 
area, as well as some Buck Creek and other 
Terminal Archaic Barbed Cluster points. A sig
nificant quantity of Middle and Late Archaic 
stemmed and notched scrapers were also 
made of this chert. In addit ion, Tomak 
(1980:109) reports a sizeable number of Sch
erschel (McWhinney Heavy Stemmed) points 
made of Stanford Chert from site 12Mo152, 
and from Greene County. 

The local availability and relatively small size 
of Stanford chert blocks and its good chon-
choidal fracture most likely facilitated in its 
heavy use by Riverton Culture occupations 
(1600-800 B.C), in the central East Fork of the 
White River Valley. Riverton groups are known 
to have sought local cherts that were con
ducive to the highly expedient reduction tech
nology and lack of curation that characterized 
their distinct microtool industry (Anslinger 
1986). In western Lawrence and eastern 
Martin Counties an overwhelming majority of 
Merom (Riverton) points are of Stanford chert. 
In one collection of 97 Merom points from 
north-central Lawrence County 55.6% of the 
assemblage was of Stanford chert (54 points 
of Stanford, 21 of Allen's Creek, 11 of Indian 
Creek chert, 7 of unknown cherts, 3 of 
Bryantsville chert, and 1 of Wyandotte chert). 
Although the frequency of Merom points made 
of Stanford chert decreases on Riverton sites 
in eastern Lawrence County in favor of locally 
available Allen's Creek chert, as on site 
12Lr236, Merom points of Stanford chert still 
maintain a considerable percentage in the col

lections examined. One collection of Merom 
points viewed by the author from northeastern 
Jackson and southeastern Bartholomew 
Counties also contained a considerable 
number of points made from Stanford chert. In 
addition, Tomak (1982:21; 1987) reports a sim
ilar significant pattern among the selection of 
Stanford chert for Riverton points in adjacent 
Greene County (22% of 271 points). 

However, despite the predominance in Late 
Archaic utilization, the author has documented 
a sizeable number of Early Archaic diagnostic 
tool forms (Kirk Stemmed, Kirk Corner 
Notched, St. Charles, one Lost Lake), and 
chert adzes from personal site surveys and col
lector interviews. Despite the abundance and 
good chonchoidal fracture of Stanford chert, 
one noticeable characteristic to date has been 
a low incidence of end scrapers made of Stan
ford chert in comparison with other heavily 
used local (Allen's Creek, Indian Creek, 
Bryantsville) and nonlocal (Wyandotte, Holland) 
cherts. In addition, the author has recorded a 
sizeable Middle Archaic assemblage centering 
on Raddatz Side Notched points in the area of 
Lawrence, Monroe, Orange, Washington, and 
Martin Counties. Concentrated surface collec
tions containing Raddatz points and pitted 
milling stones in bluff top and upland sites may 
represent fall nut processing camps. Diag
nostic points from the Woodland era are rela
tively few, and Madison triangular points 
recorded from excavations (cf. Redmond 
1994:24, Redmond and McCullough 1996:50), 
observations of surface collections of Late 
Woodland-Mississippian Oliver Phase (A.D. 
1000-1500) sites, and the author's fieldwork 
have been minimal in comparison to other 
locally available cherts such as Allen's Creek, 
Indian Creek, and Bryantsville. 

Future collection and field survey in the 
source area anticipates additional surface out
crops in Southern Lawrence, Martin, Orange, 
and possibly western Washington Counties. In 
addition, a continued Late Archaic predomi
nance in the use of Stanford chert, with an 
increase in the number of documented Early 
and Middle Archaic Periods is also expected. 
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KOKOSING CHAPTER FIELD FINDS 
by 

Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

The artifacts pictured above were the 
Flint, Slate and Stone category winners of 
the first annual Field Finds Contest con
ducted by the newly formed Kokosing 
Chapter of the ASO. Monthly contests 
were held by the Chapter from April 
through November with the monthly win
ners competing for the annual prize. 

The banded slate Early Archaic Winged 
Banner (left) was found in June, 2001 in 
Morgan Township, Knox County, Ohio by 
Tom Debolt. It measures 4 1/4 inches by 2 

1/2 inches. The hole started in one end is 
unfinished. 

The Flint Ridge chalcedony Archaic 
Bevel (center) was found in October, 2001 
by Glenn Spray in Morgan Township, Knox 
County, Ohio. It measures 3 7/8 inches 
long, 1 7/8 inches wide and 5/16 inch thick. 

The granite Mississippian Chisel (right) 
was found in May, 2002 by Paul Hothem in 
Bennington Township (near Homer), 
Licking County, Ohio. It is the socketed 
type and measures 3 1/2 inches long, 1 

1/16 inches in diameter at the center with a 
3/4 inch wide bit sharpened equally on 
both sides. 

The Kokosing Chapter of the ASO locat
ed in Knox County (Mt Vernon), Ohio held 
its organizational meeting in January, 2001. 
The average attendance for the monthly 
meetings was over 50 for year 2001 and is 
still growing. 

TWO WARREN COUNTY FIELD FINDS 
by 

Jeremy Hessel 
907 Weeping Willow Lane 

Maineville, Ohio 45039 

I have been surface collecting for fif
teen years - since I was twelve years old 
- and these are my best field finds -
found on the same farm and within ten 
days. I found the Dovetail in March 2002. 
It is 3 1/8 inches long and is made of Flint 
Ridge material. The soil in which it was 
found is sandy which probably helped 
keep it from being broken. 

The Hopewell blade is made of translu
cent Flint Ridge flint and is 2 5/16 inches 
long - also found in March 2002. 

Figure 1 (Hessel) Dovetail and 
Hopewell blade found in 
Warren County, Ohio. 

41 



ANNOUNCING 
ASO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND 
by 

Janie Weidner 
13706 Robins Rd. 

Westerville, Ohio 43082 

At the last board meeting of the ASO it was 
unanimously voted to establish a scholarship 
fund to send children or grandchildren of ASO 
members to an archaeological field school. The 
only field school in the country for Jr. High and 
High School students is the Center for Amer
ican Archeology Kampsville Archaeological 
Center in Illinois. This was the site of the famous 
Koster Site that has the best stratified archaeo
logical cultural layering in the United States. 

Junior High Students are introduced to 
archeological practice and theory at their 
"Investigate the Past," field school. Young stu
dents work with staff archaeologists as part of 
the research team excavating in the field, pro
cessing artifacts in the lab. and recording data. 
This unique opportunity for science education 
encourages team building, hands-on learning, 
and the chance to meet other students from 
many parts of the world. The children will take 
part in an actual excavation, be introduced to 
lab techniques, field note writing, debris 
analysis and all aspects of a controlled excava
tion. They will also get experience with bas
ketry/weaving, ceramics, take an Eco-hike and 
take part in a wrap-up campfire. The program 
includes weekday meals, lodging and all edu
cational supplies. Travel arrangements are 
coordinated at the time of enrollment. CAA staff 
will meet all students arriving via bus, Amtrak, 
or at Lambert International Airport in St. Louis. 
All youth programs have 24-hour a day chaper-
ones in residence. The staff includes research 
archaeologists, educators certified in youth and 
science education, and specialists in museum 
studies. New curriculum has been developed 
for many programs embracing learning stan
dards endorsed by the Society for American 
Archaeology, Illinois State Board of Education 
and the National Science Teachers of America. 
Their goal is to provide students of all ages 
with an educational experience that will 
encourage them to pursue engaged learning as 
a life long process. 

ASO Archaeological Field School Scholar
ship Program 

The archaeological scholarship program will 
be open to any Jr. High student who is a child 
or grandchild of an ASO member. 

The scholarship will consist of a one week 
archaeological field school and artifact analysis 
at the Center for American Archeology, 
Kampsville, Illinois at the famous Koster site. 
Room and board will be included in the scholar
ship, transportation will not. (Kampsville is 
about 80 miles above St. Louis.) 

The scholarship will be awarded based on a 
500 word essay and will be judged on how well 
the individual addresses the essay criteria. 

The first field school that ASO will be 
involved in will be the 2003 field school year. 
(The Jr. High field school is usually the 1 st, 2nd 
and 3rd weeks of July.) 

At a future date members will find notice of 
the upcoming essay contest in the ASO journal, 
keep watch and get your next generation 
involved in the science of archaeology. Anyone 
wanting more information on the Center For 
American Archaeology Kampsville Archeological 
center can log onto www.caa-archeology.org 

If you need any more information you can 
write JanieW48@aol.com and I will be happy to 
tell you what I can. 

Your tax deductible donations are needed. 
The ASO board took the initiative to jump-

start the ASO Field School Scholarship fund, 
by depositing enough funds to send one stu

dent to the CAA field school in 2003. Every 
year we will be collecting scholarship money to 
send the next year's students to the Field 
School. So, if we collect enough in 2002 to 
send 4 students in 2003, that is what we will be 
doing. How many students we can send will be 
based on how much money we collect during 
the previous year. 

We will also be happy to receive tax 
deductible donations from businesses or organ
izations. If you or your business or organization 
would like to make a donation or sponsor a 
child please contact Janie Weidner at 740-965-
2968 or JanieW48@aol.com or send donations 
to: ASO Field School Scholarship Fund 138 Ann 
Court, Lancaster, Ohio 43130. You must indi
cate that the money is for the scholarship fund. 
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rtfc^ o002 INDIAN MOUNDS OF THE MIDDLE OHIO VALLEY 
«altfG <iO^' A G U I D E TO MOUNDS AND EARTHWORKS OF THE 

SM0 e ADENA, HOPEWELL, COLE AND FORT ANCIENT PEOPLE 
'" Susan L. Woodward and Jerry N. McDonald 

Mounds and earthworks are the most conspicuous elements of pre
historic Native American culture to be found on the landscape of 
eastern North America. Indian Mounds of the Middle Ohio Valley identi
fies and describes 70 extant, publicly accessible sites in Indiana, Ken
tucky, Ohio, and West Virginia, where mounds were constructed by 
Woodland people beginning some 3000 years ago. This book also 
reviews the culture, history and geography of the Woodland mound 
building groups and the fate of their structures during the historic 
period. Sources of additional information about the Woodland mound 
building groups are provided, as is access information for the mound 
and earthworks sites. 

The revised edition of this popular guide book incorporates new infor
mation and ideas about the Woodland people that have appeared since 
the first edition was published in 1986, and describes almost twice as 
many sites as the earlier edition. 

This is an informative and versatile book, useful to travelers, students, 
and anyone else with an interest in understanding, managing, and pre
serving the remaining landmarks of North American prehistory. 

GAL-1: 2002, 6x9, xiv + 304 pages, 121 b/w figures, 12 color photo
graphs, index, bibliography. Softcover (0-939923-72-6) $22.95. 
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Both authors have an interest in the geography of traditional societies 
and their relationship with the land. It was this interest in Native Amer
ican geography and ecology that led them to prepare this book on the 
distribution of mounds and earthworks in the Middle Ohio Valley. 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE PRE-CLOVIS ARCHEOLOGY OF SV-2, 
SALTVLLE, VIRGINIA WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO A BONE TOOL 

DATED 14,510 YR BP 
Jerry N. McDonald 
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Correspondence Address: 444 E. Broadway, Granville, Ohio 43023, USA 

Saltville Valley is an important source of infor- meat, bones, and tusks of a mastodon 
mation about the environmental history of the 
Middle Appalachian region, especially for the 
past 15,000 years. The Saltville River coursed 
the valley until about 13,500-13,000 yrs BP, at 
which time it was diverted by headstream piracy 
and replaced, in Saltville Valley, by Lake Totten. 
At site SV-2 (=44SM37), three horizons dating 
from 14,510±80 yr BP to about 13,500-13,000 
yr BP document the presence of pre-Clovis 
people in Saltville Valley and provide insight into 
their Irfeways. At 14,510 yr BP. pre-Clovis people 
appear to have butchered and processed hide, 

(Mammut americanum) and to have utilized 
parts of the skeleton of a musk ox (Bootherium 
bombifrons). Five hundred years later, at 
12,950±70 yr BR human presence is suggested 
by unlikely arrangements, associations, and 
modifications of lithics, including flakes of chert 
that resemble biface reduction flakes. A midden 
dating from about 13,500 to 13,000 yr BP con
stitutes the youngest of the three pre-Clovis 
horizons recognized to date at SV-2. 

SV-2 is one of the few and most complex 
pre-Clovis archeological sites in North America, 

and because it is a wet site, it contains a rela
tively extensive amount of organic information. 
Evidence suggests that the pre-Clovis people 
who visited Saltville Valley in 14,510 yr BP had a 
diversified ivory, bone, and lithic technology -
possibly including a biface technology. These 
people appear to have been mobile hunters and 
gatherers who regularly visited and exploited 
the riparian and littoral zones in Saltville Valley 
where they utilized diverse faunal resources 
ranging from large mammals to small mam
mals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and mussels. 

The above monograph is published as Jeffersoniana: Contributions from the Virginia Museum of Natural History, No. 9, November 30,2000. 

Copies may be ordered directly from the author at $5.00 per copy, plus $2.00 shipping for first copy, $.50 for each additional copy Send order to- Jerrv N 
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