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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 
On August 19th, I attended the summer picnic meeting at 

Seaman's Fort near Milan, Ohio. Not only is this a very beautiful 
part of Ohio, it is also very interesting from an archaeological 
standpoint. Dr. David Stothers of the University of Toledo and his 
team are doing an outstanding job in studying, excavating and 
interpreting this important site. I strongly urge everyone who has 
not seen Seaman's Fort to make plans to visit it or attend the 
next meeting there. 

I recently received a financial report from our Business Man
ager, Don Casto. This report, as well as his other ASO duties, 
require a lot of time. I take this opportunity to thank Don and his 
wife for doing a wonderful job. I am happy to report that the 
finances of the ASO are in good shape and the budget is run
ning close to projected estimates set forth by our capable Trea
surer Gary Kapusta. It is reassuring to know that the finances of 
the Society are in good and dedicated hands. 

Plans for the two-day meeting on November 17th and 18th are 
proceeding well. Hopefully, this will attract people from other 
states and provide an opportunity to share our wonderful avoca
tion of archaeology. Call Len Weidner (740-965-2868) for further 
information and table reservations. 

Happy Hunting, 

Walt Sperry 
President 
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Nearly all lizard effigies originate in Ohio. Shown are eight of these rare 
examples in the collection of Fred Fisher. Harrod. Ohio. From left to right 
top row: Warren County. Ross County. Ohio. Hamilton County. Bottom row: 
Butler County. Hancock County, Miami County. Licking County. 



ANOTHER GLACIAL KAME ANIMAL MASK 

When a sand and gravel pit was opened 
on the farm of Clifford Williams near 
Russel's Point not far from Indian Lake in 
Logan County in the 1950s, a large Glacial 
Kame cemetery was discovered. When this 
discovery became known, the Ohio 
Historical Society showed little interest. But 
Ed Galitza and Norman Dunn, both mem
bers of the ASO and avid avocational 
archaeologists, went to the site to see what 
could be saved. Both Dunn and Galitza had 
salvaged Glacial Kame finds at the Reber 
Kame in Wyandot County and at a number 
of other sites in northwestern Ohio. Along 
with Clifford (Ike) Williams, owner of the site, 
they excavated, recorded and salvaged 
what they could from this extensive Glacial 
Kame cemetery. In most instances they 
were only minutes ahead of the bulldozers. 

Later Raymond Baby of the Ohio 
Historical Society and his assistant, Robert 
Goslin, went to the site and excavated some 
burials - but no report was written. Baby 
asked Williams to donate to the Ohio 
Historical Society the collection of artifacts 
found there but Williams resented this late 
interest in his site, especially since Baby 
seemed unconcerned with the site's 
destruction when first notified of its discov
ery. Baby, who had little diplomacy, was con
frontational when asking about the artifacts 
and Williams would not give them to him. 

Galitza and Dunn excavated and pho
tographed many burials at the Williams site. 
Their most important discovery was a red 
ocher covered flexed skeleton of a mature 
male in a round pit several feet deep. 
Placed on the skeleton's right shoulder was 
the skull of a wolf. The skull had been 
altered to fit a human head and was drilled 
for attachment. Obviously it had been part 
of some sort of ceremonial regalia, probably 
part of an animal mask or costume. This 
was the first recorded discovery of such a 
mask for the Glacial Kame culture. Baby 
reported the mask in American Antiquity in 
1961 but gave no mention or credit to Dunn 
and Galitza who excavated it (Baby 1961). 

Since that discovery of more than forty 
years ago, other similar animal masks have 
been reported from Glacial Kame sites. At 
another Williams site in Wood County, Ohio, 
Stothers reported the finding of a bear skull 
which had been altered and drilled to fit the 
human head (Stothers 1977,1978). The 
Wood County Williams site also produced 
many other typical Glacial Kame artifacts 
including three birdstones, tubular pipes, a 
two-hole bar gorget, shell beads and 
Feehely type projectile points (more about 
Feehely points later). 

At the Hind Site in Ontario, in one of the 
most comprehensive and meticulous inves
tigations of a Glacial Kame site ever con
ducted, Stan Wortner and Bill Donaldson 

by 
Robert N. Converse 

199 Converse Drive, Plain City, Ohio 43064 

reported a bear skull nearly identical to the 
example from Wood County (Donaldson 
and Wortner 1995). Like the Wood County 
bear skull, it was drilled for attachment and 
had large portions removed to make it fit 
the human head. The prominent upper 
canine teeth were retained as they are in all 
the masks - none of the skull masks are 
accompanied by a lower jaw. In addition to 
the bear mask at the Hind site, the altered 
skull of a fisher was also found. 

From these rare occurrences - all being 
reported within the last fifty years - it is 
probable that similar skull masks may have 
been overlooked when Glacial Kame ceme
teries were discovered before the 1950s. 
Bone or antler artifacts were often over
looked in the accidental and disturbed con
ditions under which most Glacial sites were 
found. For example, the famous Glacial 
Kame Zimmerman site in Hardin County, 
one of the type sites for the culture, had 
gravel and sand removed from it for two 
years for paving roads before anyone real
ized that it was a huge Glacial Kame ceme
tery. There undoubtedly are many classic 
Glacial Kame artifacts under the roads of 
Hardin County - put there seventy years ago 
by unobservant quarry and road workers. 

Recently, another rare and important 
Glacial Kame animal mask, a wolf skull, has 
come to light. It is extremely well preserved 
and, strangely, it too was found near Indian 
Lake. Even more strangely, it was discov
ered at about the same time as the Clifford 
Williams wolf skull. 

In the late 1950s, probably around 1958, 
land was being cleared for the removal of 
sand directly east across Indian Lake from 
the Williams site. This location is situated 
close to the banks of Indian Lake on the 
O'Conner farm near the south fork of the 
Great Miami River. The bulldozer operator 
had begun finding artifacts and what he 
thought were burials. He called Ray Minter 
of Belle Center who was well known as an 
amateur archaeologist. Minter went to the 
site and although much of it had been torn 
up or removed, Minter succeeded in exca
vating the burial of a mature male. 

The material was taken back to Belle 
Center, cleaned and reassembled as it was 
found, and kept in a large display case. Joel 
Minter, grandson of the now deceased Ray 
Minter, and an amateur archaeologist in his 
own right, made the writer aware of his 
grandfather's find some years ago and now 
has it in his possession. When I first saw it, 
I recognized its importance for among the 
items retrieved by Ray Minter was the well 
preserved skull of a wolf - minus the lower 
jaw - cut and drilled to fit the human head. 
This is only the third such skull known for 
Glacial Kame. Other important artifacts 
were also in the collection. They include a 

drilled and worked turtle carapace, an arti
fact of freshwater shell, and a Flint Ridge 
Feehely point. 

From the examples of animal mask skulls 
- albeit rare - it is apparent that rites involv
ing impersonations of animals were an 
important part of Glacial Kame ceremonial
ism. Thus far, wolves, bears and the fisher 
have been reported. Additionally, certain 
sites have also produced engravings and 
representations of snakes and turtles 
including an effigy turtle carapace made of 
ocean conch shell. Holzapfel recently 
reported a Glacial Kame ridged gorget 
made in the effigy of a map turtle (Holzapfel 
1999). One engraved sandal-sole shell gor
get from Hardin County has the engraving 
of a bear while others portray snakes. Two 
sandal-sole gorgets show flying birds in 
abstract designs. 

Thus, while little is known about the 
everyday life of the Glacial Kame people, 
we do know that Glacial Kame is a culture 
in which animal representations were an 
integral part of their ceremonies. 

The type of projectile points used by the 
Glacial Kame people has long been a per
plexing problem. To begin with, Glacial 
Kame graves rarely include flint artifacts of 
any kind. Three points from the Williams 
site at Indian Lake - two of which are dam
aged - resemble Ohio Hopewell points. The 
author has also suggested that the two 
Expanding Stem points found at the 
Storms Creek site may be only one of sev
eral Glacial Kame types (Converse 1997). At 
the Duff site in Logan County, a few Flint 
Ridge birdpoints were also found in graves 
but in no particular pattern. They perhaps 
were only chance inclusions or may have 
been the projectile points causing the death 
of the buried individuals. Only at the 
Feehely site in Michigan have projectile 
points occurred in numbers. Called Feehely 
points, these well-chipped and lenticular 
corner notched points were also found at 
the Wood County Williams site. A knife, 
supposedly found in the hand of a burial at 
the Boose site in Allen County, has never 
been located but was described as a finely 
made Flint Ridge specimen. 

A single point was with the Minter burial. 
It is a finely chipped, lenticular point made 
from Flint Ridge jewel flint. It most closely 
resembles the Feehely points from the 
Wood County Williams site. Despite the fact 
that it has a disconcerting resemblance to 
some of our classic Hopewell points, the 
fine chipping pattern of the Minter point is 
seldom seen on comparable Hopewell 
points. That the Hopewell culture may have 
received many of its cultural traits from 
Glacial Kame has not escaped notice 
(Converse 1980) 

The wolf mask from the Minter burial 
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provides additional and reinforcing evi
dence of Glacial Kame iconography. The 
single projectile point also offers an addi
tion to the inventory of rare Glacial Kame 
flint types and, and perhaps is a clue, 
however slight, of a connection between 
two prominent Ohio cultures, Glacial 
Kame and Ohio Hopewell. 
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Figure 7 (Converse) Artifacts found with a burial near Indian Lake in the 1950s. Wolf skull mask is on the left. Bottom center is a Feehely 
point of Flint Ridge jewel flint. Bottom right is a shell spoon and upper right is a drilled turtle carapace. Top are two shell beads and an 
antler tip. 
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Figure 3 (Converse) The flexed burial of a Glacial Kame male 
accompanied by a wolf skull on the right shoulder from the Indian 
Lake Williams site. 

8F 8/LAYER 

Figure 4 (Converse) Bear mask excavated by Stothers from the 
Wood County Williams site. 
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A COLUMBIANA COUNTY EFFIGY 
by 

Gary and Sally Winterburn 
50546 South St. 

East Liverpool, OH 43920 

This unusual artifice was found Saturday, 
August 11, 2001, by seven year old Henry 
Klein. He and his father were building a 
small dam on the main stream of Little 
Beaver Creek in St. Clair Township. Mr. 
Klein fished the stone out of the creek and 
put it on the dam face down. Young Henry, 
unsatisfied with the stone's position, 
flipped it over and saw the two eyes look
ing back at him and called to his father. 

This location is in the center of a 4,000 
acre wilderness estate called Beaverkettle 
Farms, which is Ohio's largest privately 
owned tract of land. Beaverkettle is owned 
by the William H. Vodrey Trust. The Kleins 

are members of that family. Henry's great 
grandfather was William H. Vodrey II. Past 
President of the Ohio Historical Society. 

The location of the find is about 250 
yards downstream from a multi-cultural site 
recorded by Dr. Don Dragoo of the 
Carnegie Museum in 1963 and designated 
33-CO-7. The site, located about seven 
miles above the confluence of Little Beaver 
with Yellow Creek, has yielded hundreds of 
artifacts including a fluted point, but most 
of the assemblage is Archaic. 

Around the mouth of Little Beaver Creek 
are extensive petroglyphs which now lay 
under several feet of water due to the con

struction of Empire Dam south of Yellow 
Creek. These petroglyphs were last visible 
in 1958. 

This stone is made of fine-grained sand
stone, probably from the Lower Kittanning 
geological formation. The eyes and face are 
moderately polished but peck marks can 
still be seen on the lower edge where a 
mouth would have been. 

Since few similar effigies have been 
reported in Ohio, we would appreciate any 
comment or observations our readers 
would care to share. 

Figure 1 (Winterburn) Two views of a Columbiana County effigy. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE-NOTCHED WINGED BANNERSTONES IN 
OHIO, MICHIGAN, AND INDIANA 

Single-notched winged bannerstones are 
rare. The double-notched type is more 
widely distributed and there are many more 
of them. Knoblock (1939) reported that sin
gle notched banners are distributed over 
eastern United States and part of south
eastern Canada. The survey in this paper 
reveals a cluster of 40 examples over the 
western half of Ohio, eastern Indiana, and 
southwestern Michigan. 

It has been hypothesized that single-
notched winged bannerstones evolved 
from the unnotched variety and later devel
oped into the double-notched type. Single-
notched bannerstones, therefore, possibly 
date from the Middle Archaic, around 5500 
to 4500 B.C. (Lutz 2000:188). 

by 
Elaine Holzapfel 

415 Memorial Drive 
Greenville, OH 45331 

The single-notched style ranges from 
somewhat crude to fine in manufacture, 
with usually thicker wings than the double-
notched type (Converse 2001, personal 
communication). Most, or all, are made of 
banded slate. 

Several variations occur in single-
notched bannerstones. Some examples 
have flared appendages, as the one shown 
in Figure 2. Certain others have notches 
which converge at the edge, giving the 
notch a keystone shape, as shown in 
Figures 1 and 3. This style, is reminiscent of 
the shape of notches in notched ovates. 
and may indicate a relationship. Still other 
examples display unusually wide notches, 
similar to the example in Figure 3. 

There has been much speculation about 
the use of bannerstones. Although they 
could have been used as atlatl (spear-
thrower) weights or badges of courage or 
status, the truth is that the purpose of ban
nerstones remains a mystery. 

REFERENCES CITED 
Knoblock, Byron W. 
1939 Bannerstones of the North Amer

ican Indian. LaGrange, Illinois. 

Lutz, David L. 
2000 The Archaic Bannerstone. New-

burgh, Indiana. 

Figure 2 (Holzapfel) One of two single-notched winged bannerstones 
under restoration by Jim Beckman, Dayton, Ohio. This artifact, made of 
green and black banded slate was found in Wayne County, Indiana, and 
measures 5 1/4 inches long, 2 1/2 inches wide, and 3/4 inch thick. Edges 
of wings restored. The other example (not pictured) is made of red band
ed slate and was found in Seneca County, Ohio. 

Figure 1 (Holzapfel) Single-notched winged bannerstone found in the 
northeastern quarter of Darke County in the drainage of Indian Creek. 
The artifact, recovered in 1998, measures 4 3/4 inches long and is in the 
collection of Ron Thiebeau, Versailles, Ohio. 
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Figure 3 (Holzapfel) This broken 
single-notched winged banner
stone was found 7 miles west of 
Upper Sandusky, Wyandot County, 
Ohio. It has thin wings and a wide 
keystone-shaped notch. The arti
fact, when complete, would have 
measured 6 1/2 inches (165 mm) 
wide. The notch would have been 
about 13/16 inches (20 mm) wide. 

Figure 4 (Holzapfel) Distribution of single-
notched winged bannerstones in Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan. Sources: Knoblock 
(1939), Lutz (2000), the Meuser catalog, and 
examples pictured above, supplied by R. 
Thiebeau, B. Converse, and J. Beckman. 
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Figure 1 (Converse) Two bannerstones and a birdstone from the Miller collection. Top, pick banner from Seneca County. 
Center, birdstone from Portage County. Bottom, winged bannerstone from Preble County. 

TWO SLATE BANNERSTONES AND A BIRDSTONE FROM 
THE JIM MILLER COLLECTION 

by 
Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

Prehistoric people used banded slate for 
a variety of artifacts including pendants, 
gorgets, bannerstones, birdstones, and 
occasionally for such things as axes and 
celts. In fact, this stone surpasses all 
others combined for most of these classes 
of artifacts. The alternating lines of gray 
and black are striking in many examples. 
Some slate has tinges of red, maroon, 
green, yellow or even purple. The pen
dants, gorgets or bannerstones made of 

slate containing these colors are especially 
impressive. It is apparent in many slate 
pieces that these lines formed an integral 
part of the design. This is especially 
obvious in many birdstones where the lines 
on one side of the head formed an eye. 

There is much controversy regarding the 
source of banded slate. A number of years 
ago it was sometimes referred to Huronian 
slate from the idea that it was obtained 
from the geologic Huronian Shield of New 

York State. However, a great deal of it can 
be found on the surface of many farm 
fields in Ohio and it probably came to the 
Midwest by virtue of glacial transport. 

In the accompanying color plate are 
three artifacts from the collection of Jim 
Miller, Cleveland, Ohio. They show the 
obvious use of the alternating lines of 
colors which conform to the contours of 
the artifact. 
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A KENTUCKY CUMBERLAND 
by 

Stephen Kelley 
P.O. Box #1 

Seaman, Ohio 45679 

ASO member Randy Johnson of 
Winchester, Ohio had the good fortune to 
find the Cumberland point illustrated here. 
Crafted from Boyle Chert, this relic was 
found in March of 2001, on a multi-compo
nent site in Mason County, Kentucky. It 
measures 4fta inches in length and is 1X 
inches at its widest point. As can be readily 
seen, one ear has been broken and the tip 
of the point exhibits reworking in a later 
time period as the patina on this area is not 

nearly as evident as on the remainder of the 
relic. Typical of this point style, this 
Cumberland is thick in cross section, has a 
flared base and long flutes but is somewhat 
unusual as it exhibits no grinding on any of 
its edges. 
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Figure 1 (Kelley) Obverse side, Cumberland found in Mason County, 
Kentucky. 

Figure 2 (Kelley) Reverse side. Cumberland found in Mason County, 
Kentucky 
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THE 1923 INVESTIGATION OF THE DAYTON MOUND 

The so-called "roaring twenties" was a period of excit
ing archaeological explorations in the state of Ohio. Under 
the leadership of Ohio Archaeological and Historical 
Society researchers, William C. Mills and Henry C. 
Shetrone, a series of important examinations of major 
Middle Woodland sites including the Mound City, the 
Hopewell Farm Mound Group and the Seip Earthworks 
were completed between 1920 and 1928. This period also 
proved to be the end of high profile institutional expeditions 
in the state. The following depression period sealed the 
fate of further major work and defining archaeological dis
coveries. 

On the avocational front, prehistoric research proceed
ed without restriction during the 1920's led by such well-
known Ohio investigator/collectors as Dr. Gordon Meuser, 
Dr. Leon Kramer, Dr. Stanley Copeland, Phillip Kientz and 
A. T. (Augustine) Wehrle. Wehrle was fast becoming the 
dominant sponsor of archaeological field investigations in 
the state. His work was fueled by the revenues of his 
Wehrle Stove Company in Newark, Ohio. 

Beginning in the early 1920's, Wehrle and his cohorts 
investigated a number of Indian mounds in and around 
Licking County in an effort to discover their purpose and 
contents. The Dayton Mound, opened by Wehrle and his 
team in October 1923, was one such project. His co-work
ers were Henry Cochran, C. Grim, W. Metz and J. C. Brown. 

The Dayton Mound was located at the eastern edge of 
Newark on the Wilson Farm, Madison Township, Licking 
County, Ohio. The almost circular tumulus had a 
north/south diameter of 70 feet and an east/west diame
ter of 74 feet. It stood approximately 9 feet above the orig
inal sod line. 
Excavation Method 

The conical Dayton Mound was situated in a heavily 
pastured largely treeless field which aided preparations for 
excavation. It was decided that a horse-drawn scraper was 
the best device to use to first clear the mound and then 
excavate wide trenches to expose the structure's contents. 
Figure 1 is a somewhat "murky" photo taken at the site 
during the early stages of mound exploration. Follow up 
work to expose primary structural components was com
pleted with hand shovels and trowels. Apparently no more 
details of the excavation exists. Mound profiles discovered 
by the excavators showing the principal elevations are 
reproduced in figure 2. 
Mound Contents 

A schematic portrayal of the Dayton Mound's major fea
tures is shown in Figure 3. The trenching by the diggers 
eventually exposed twenty separate artifacts in a central 
burial crypt. Other features consisted of miscellaneous pot
sherds, charcoal residue from various fireplaces through
out the structure, and on the western side at an undis
closed depth, the residue of log molds either from an 
ancient fireplace or an isolated log tomb. The primary pur
pose for constructing the mound, apparently in one 
episode, was the interment of eight burials in an extended 
position well below the floor of the mound. All of the skele
tons were placed adjacent to each other and faced north
west supposedly in an "S" pattern. There was no mention 
of centrally-placed log tomb, bark coverings, red ocher, or 
any special structure in this location. The twenty artifacts 
found in the main burial crypt were as follows; 

Two hematite cones, one reddish, the other reddish 
black; the former V/?" inches across and 1 inch high and 

b y 
D. R. G e h l b a c h 
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the latter example ^%" inches across and slightly over 1 
inch high. 

Neither of these specimens (not pictured) could be 
located in researching the Ohio Historical Society's, collec
tions. 

A flint hammerstone 1 'A inches high and 1 % inches long 
(Figure 4). 

A polished granite celt, 4% inches long with a width 
ranging from VA inches to 154 inches. (Figure 5). 

Two pendants, one drilled the other undrilled. One is a 
slate specimen 4 inches long, % inches thick and 1 to VA 
inches wide. It was drilled from one side. The other pen
dant is about 4A inches long, % inch thick and 1H to 2 inch
es wide (Figure 6). 

An undecorated rounded corner sandstone whetstone 
perhaps also used as an abrading stone, 3K inches by 2'/2 

inches and % inch thick. It is roughly rectangular with 
straight sides. A rectangular groove is worn into one sur
face (Figure 7). 

A polished and ground bear tooth (Figure 8). 
A multi-colored Flint Ridge, knife roughly shaped 3/? 

inches long and about 1 inch wide (Figure 9). 
Another Flint Ridge knife 4 inches long and about VA 

inches wide (Figure 4). 
Three Flint Ridge and a single Coshocton flint point, one 

broken. Three have stemmed bases, the remaining exam
ple is corner notched (Figure 10). 

Another corner notch Flint Ridge projectile VA inches by 
154 inches. 

A fragmentary diamond shaped atlatl weight, 2A inches 
by 54 inch, it had two perforations. It was not located in 
Society collections. 
Flint Ridge chips and a partial scraper. 

At the baseline in the western portion of the mound was 
a deposit of a number of pieces of a broken Fayette Thick 
pot. All are grit tempered with tiny fragments of iron pyrite 
and pulverized granite. It is reddish buff on the exterior and 
grayish inside without any added decoration (Figure 11). 
CULTURAL AFFILIATION 

Based on the materials recovered the Dayton Mound 
can be classified as the product of the Adena Culture of the 
Early Woodland period. Evidence comes from the mound 
form, location of the primary burial feature, pendants and 
tablet, stemmed points, hematite cones and grit-tempered 
potsherds. The sherds are especially diagnostic. Most 
thick walled Adena vessels were apparently used for stor
age. They are usually large, sometimes up to 18 inches 
high, thick in profile, with barrel-shaped bodies and cone-
shaped bottoms. 

d slightly over 1 Many archaeologists believe that the Adena people 
were never a cultural group but instead should be referred 

lured) could be to as the amalgamation of different populations who 
Society's, collec- shared rituals, domestic and material practices etc. This 

assumption is partially based on a seeming lack of infor-
d 1 >i inches long mation about Adena sites and domestic practices. It is 

therefore assumed they were largely unrelated isolated 
ng with a width groups sharing in building mounds and sometimes sur-
jre 5). rounding earthworks, ritually burying deceased individuals 
ldrilled. One is a and copying each other's styles in crafting artifacts. This 
tick and 1 to VA inference may be too simplistic and may not be a logical 
. The other pen- assumption. Researchers might be encouraged to rely on 
and 11/s to 2 inch- the seasonal migratory lifestyles of these people which 

probably allowed for only temporary highly dispersed set-
stone whetstone tlements. Their primitive shelters were probably perishable 
354 inches by 2H and would be difficult to locate. In addition the Adena peo-
rectangular with pie likely existed in very small population groups leaving lit-
)m into one sur- tie evidence of their occupations. 

A culture is defined by Webster as; "the customary 
ire 8). beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, 
ghly shaped 3/? or social group". It is suggested the mound building Adena 
i9). people should be referred to as a homogenous cultural 
ig and about 154 group - food for thought in light of the professional practice 

of applying overly discriminating terminology in identifying 
Dn flint point, one North American pre-Columbian societies, 
'emaining exam- SUMMARY 

The exploration of the Dayton Mound provides an early 
stile 154 inches by chapter in the documentation of funerary practices of the 

Adena people. A better description of mound-building 
/eight, 2'/, inches practices, and the more precise locations and sequences 
.s not located in of recovered features at the Dayton Mound suffers from the 

lack of detailed field notes. In addition, the fieldwork 
occurred before radiocarbon dating. The variety of 

f the mound was stemmed point configurations is not conducive to a deter-
en Fayette Thick mination of a likely mound construction sequence within 
tits of iron pyrite the Early Woodland period. 
i the exterior and Note: 
on (Figure 11). Despite the fact that there was no reference to ovate 

Adena blades in the mound, which are often found in 
s Dayton Mound grouped-deposits in Ohio Adena mounds, the writer found 
ma Culture of the a plastic sack of Adena-style largely Flint Ridge blades 
from the mound labeled "The Dayton Mound" in the Dr. Gordon Meuser col-
e, pendants and lections at The Ohio Historical Society. Meuser received 
id grit-tempered artifacts from the Wehrle collection during the estate sale in 
liagnostic. Most the mid 1950's. 
tly used for stor- The writer would like to express his appreciation for the 
up to 18 inches courtesies shown by Martha Otto, Curator of Archaeology, 
odies and cone- The Ohio Historical Society during his research of Society 

collections while preparing this article. 

Figure 1 (Gehlbach) View of excavation of Dayton Mound in 1923 
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Figure 2 (Gehlbach) Profile views of mound drawn by 
excavators 

Figure 4 (Gehlbach) Flint hammerstone from main 
burial feature and Flint ridge knife 

Figure 3 (Gehlbach) Overview of major mound features 

Figure 5 (Gehlbach) Polished granite 
celt from main burial feature 

Figure 6 (Gehlbach) Two pendants, one drilled, slate and sand
stone from main burial feature 

Figure 7 (Gehlbach) Round-comer sandstone whet-
stone/abrader from main burial feature 

Figure 8 (Gehlbach) 
Polished bear claw from 
main burial feature 

Figure 9 (Gehlbach) Multi-colored 
Flint Ridge knife from main burial 
feature 

Figure 10 (Gehlbach) Four points, three stemmed, one cor
ner notch, Coshocton & Flint Ridge main burial feature 

Figure 11 (Gehlbach) Fayette-thick potsherds, deposit 
in western portion of the mound 
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TWO UNRECORDED PUBLICATIONS BY WARREN KING MOOREHEAD 

Warren King Moorehead (1866-1939) was a very 
prolific author on American archaeology but it is still 
surprising to find two early articles by him that have 
been completely overlooked in the bibliographical 
and archaeological literature. In particular, these are 
cited neither in Morgan and Rodabaugh's compre
hensive Bibliography of Ohio Archaeology (1947), in 
the Peabody Museum's extensive Tozzer Library 
catalog (Anthropological Literature), nor for that 
matter in my own A Bibliography of Ohio 
Archaeology (Murphy 1975). 

The first article appeared in The illustrated 
American of July 12,1890, and was a brief descrip
tion of "Moundbuilder relics," including Arkansas 
pottery, a cordmarked jar from Fort Ancient, and 
slate "ceremonials" from southern Ohio (more 
specifically, from the Miami Valley, according to a 
caption that accompanies the same photo in 
Moorehead's Primitive Man in Ohio). 

Three photos are of somewhat greater interest, 
however, for although provenience of the illustrated 
artifacts is not specified in this particular article, it 
can be determined from close reading of 
Moorehead's 1892 book; also, these photos are of 
considerably better quality than those appearing in 
the Moorehead book. The Hopewellian artifacts 
(copper earspools, drilled bear canine, flake knives, 
shell beads and panther incisors) all come from the 
Porter Mound near Frankfort, Ross County and are 
so identified in Primitive Man in Ohio. 

In addition, the article in The Illustrated American 
includes a fascinating photograph that has not 
been found elsewhere and is reproduced here for 
the first time. Two very ghostly looking "Mound-bui-
iders' skulls" sit on either side of a "shell ladle," all 
labeled from Brown County, Ohio. (Figure 1) 
Reading Moorehead's account of his 1888 excava
tions along the East Fork of the Little Miami River, 
his description of the excavation of Mound Six, on 
the farm of Mr. John Boyle, Brown County, provides 
the following information: two burials were recov
ered, one in a clay altar and wearing a thin copper 
headdress, the other having no artifacts associated 
with it. Moorehead's account of how the skulls of 
these burials were treated leaves no doubt that 
they are the ones included in The Illustrated 
American article: 

The skulls of these two skeletons were very 
Fragile and it required the utmost care to secure 
them. As soon as uncovered they were given a 
heavy coat of varnish, left in the sun for half an 
hour to dry thoroughly, and then another coat of 
varnish was put on. When this had dried they 
were removed from their resting-place, packed 
in cotton, in baskets, and then carried to 
Cincinnati by hand, so there would be no dan
ger of breakage. This amount of trouble may 
seem uncalled for, but as there is only a com
paratively small number of Mound Builders' 
skulls in the United States, one cannot be too 
careful with specimens in good condition." 

Moorehead did not reproduce this photo in 
Primitive Man in Ohio, very possibly embarrassed 
by the way the cotton stuck to the varnished skulls. 

by 
James L. Murphy 

Ohio State University Libraries 
1858 Neil Avenue Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

In any case the cotton "aura" certainly provides an 
eerie look to the skulls. 

Despite the photo caption, the Buscyon marine 
shell ladle was not found in Brown County. 
Although it is nowhere else illustrated in 
Moorehead's work, it is clear from his accounts of 
the excavation of the Porter Mound (Moorehead 
1889, 1892), that this is one of two shell ladles 
found in the Porter Mound near Frankfort, Ross 
County. The first was found about a foot below the 
surface near the western margin of the mound and 
measured 10-1/2 inches long, filled with clean fine 
sand (Moorehead 1892: 118). A second "outer 
whorl of a seashell" 12-1/2 inches long was found 
next to a cremated burial on the mound floor. This 
was also filled with fine sand (Ibid.: 120). Without a 
scale, it is impossible to tell which of these two 
shells is the one shown in Moorehead's The 
Illustrated American article. Very likely Moorehead 
did not include the photograph in his later account 
of the Porter Mound excavation because the photo 
included the Brown Co. skulls. 

The second article (Moorehead 1896) appeared 
in The Archaeologist section of Popular Science 
News and describes the 1889 opening of five 
mounds along the east side of the Scioto River, on 
the third terrace, three miles below Chillicothe, on 
the farms of Redman and Janes. Moorehead earli
er (1892) gave a description of this activity in his 
Primitive Man in Ohio, referring to them as Mounds 
34 to 39, and Hothem (1989: 40) synopsizes the 
data from Mound 36, though he locates these 
mounds three miles east of Chillicothe, instead of 
south, a mistake apparently dating back to Webb 
and Snow, who seem to have misread 
Moorehead's original description of the location 
(Webb and Snow 1945:110). 

Since Moorehead's 1892 account is more 
detailed and readily available, I will only address a 
few apparent discrepancies between the two 
accounts even though both accounts are based 
upon his field notes. In the first Redman mound 
(No. 34), Moorehead reports a fragmentary skele
ton, but in 1896 writes "nothing was found." 

The second Redman mound (No. 35), 7 1/2 feet 
high and 55 feet in diameter, proved very produc
tive. The original ground surface was marked by a 
small depression 5 by 6 feet filled with charcoal, 
ashes, burned bone, and more than thirty entire 
fresh-water naiad shells. Three feet north of this 
deposit was a circle eight inches in diameter, made 
of small pebbles. Three feet to the west and a foot 
above the mound base was an adult skeleton and 
another lay at the same level near the west end of 
Moorehead's trench. A third burial three feet above 
the base and near the center had a necklace of 42 
copper beads, a naiad shell and five snail shells. 

The third Redman mound (No. 36), on the sec
ond terrace proved the most productive. It was 
eight feet high and 50 feet in diameter, yielding fif
teen skeletons. At the base, seven feet into the 
mound were more than 200 pieces of pottery that 
"constituted whole vessels when deposited." A 
central area 24 feet in diameter had been heavily 

fired on on this floor rested the remains of fourteen 
adults and one child. These were covered with a 
layer of charcoal a foot thick. In or on the right hand 
of the child were two copper rings and three shell 
beads. With an adult were twelve flint knives, a 
sandstone tube pipe, a hematite celt and a granite 
celt, all deposited on the outer right side of the 
skeleton. Between the femora of another skeleton 
was an unfinished sandstone pipe, two gorgets 
("perforated ornaments"), and ten flint implements. 

In illustrating the artifacts from one of the two 
Janes mounds (No. 39), Moorehead also includes 
"beads from mound on west side of Chillicothe." 
Fortunately, the caption for the same illustration in 
his Primitive Man in Ohio indicates that these are 
from his Mound 43, one of a group of four con
joined mounds on the Worthington estate originally 
described by Squier and Davis (1848:170, fig. 57). 
Moorehead indicates that these lay northwest of 
Chillicothe, Squier and Davis but correctly locate 
them about five miles due north of Chillicothe, 
southeast of the Dunlap earthworks and on the 
west side of the Scioto River, opposite the Cedar 
Banks earthworks. 

Although the main interest of these two previ
ously forgotten articles by Moorehead is biblio
graphic, they do provide better examples of some 
of his later illustrations, as well as illustrations of 
some artifacts that were never illustrated else
where. They also provide examples of how 
Moorehead would frequently contradict himself in 
minor details when condensing or rewriting 
accounts for the popular press. 
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Figure 1 Cotton-wrapped skulls from the John Boyle Mound (Moorehead's Mound 6) Brown Co., Ohio. 
Buscvon shell dipper from Porter Mound, Ross Co. 

Figure 2 Copper Earspools, drilled bear canines, flint flake knives from Porter Mound, Ross Co., Ohio 
(Moorehead 1890) 
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Figure 3 Shell beads from the Porter Mound, near Frankfort, Ross Co. Other artifacts from the Janes Mound 
(Moorehead Mound 39), Ross Co. 
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THE JON ELS TWIN CACHES FROM THE WALHONDING VALLEY 

Two caches of lanceolate-shaped 
blades were discovered in the spring of 
2001 along the Walhonding River in 
Coshocton County, Ohio. They were 
found on the Jon Els property, which is 
situated in the bottoms along the north 
side of the river in Bethlehem Township, 
about a mile and a half upstream from the 
juncture of the Walhonding and Killbuck 
Creek (see map, Figure 1). The present 
channel of the Walhonding is about 1200 
feet south of the site. 

The caches were found about thirty feet 
back from the edge of the high terrace 
(elevation 810 feet). Mr. Els was having 
the terrace edge graded to improve 
drainage in the area of his new home. 
While inspecting the progress of the grad
ing, Jon found the broken half of a cache 
blade. This aroused his curiosity and as 
he told the authors: "I started to scratch 
around to see if I could find the other half 
of the blade." As he was doing this he 
uncovered a closely bunched cache of 
twelve blades (see Figure 2). The other 
half of the broken blade that he first found 
was included with this group. Jon esti
mated that the original depth of the cache 
below the surrounding ground level was 
one and a half feet. His next move was to 
grab a shovel and excavate a larger area. 
This effort was rewarded when, at a depth 
of about three feet, he discovered anoth
er cache of twelve blades (see Figure 3). 
This second cache was one and a half 
feet north of the first find, and has been 
designated the "north cache," while the 
first cache is designated the "south 
cache." It is not known if the caches had 
been deposited at different depths within 
a single pit feature, or if they were 
deposited in separate pits. 

All of the blades in each cache were 
made of Upper Mercer flint. From our pre
vious investigations of local flint sources, 
we can say that the material used in the 
manufacture of these blades was quar
ried from the ridge tops along the south 
side of the Walhonding River about five 
miles west of the Els site. The blades from 
the north cache were basically finished, 
whereas those from the south cache were 
rougher in appearance and appear to rep
resent an earlier stage in the blade mak
ing process. This is evident in the dimen
sions of the blades from the two caches 
shown in Figure 4. 

The nearest documented archaeologi
cal site to the caches is the Martin 
Mound, a Hopewell burial site which was 
located about 850 feet to the west on the 
same high terrace (Mortine and Randies 
1978). Among the many artifacts found 

by 
Wayne A. Mortine, Newcomerstown, Ohio 

and 
Doug Randies, Warsaw, Ohio 

during the excavation of this mound was 
a cache of ten blades found with the 
skeleton of a forty-year-old male. The 
blades and the burial were found within a 
low pile of stones that was situated with
in the post hole pattern of a classic sub-
rectangular Hopewell charnel house. 
Although the mound and the Els site are 
close to one another, the blades from the 
two sites are quite distinct in appearance 
and could be separated by thousands of 
years in time. The Els site blades, partic
ularly those found in the north cache, may 
well date from the late Paleo Indian 
(Piano) period, roughly 8,000 to 6,000 
B.C., Piano workshop sites have been 
well documented along the Walhonding 
River, although none have been previous
ly reported in the immediate vicinity of the 
Els property. 

We suspect that both caches may have 
been deposited in a single pit feature, 
probably at or about the same time, 
although the possibility of two separate 
closely spaced pits can not be ruled out. 
It is not known if the makers of the Els 
blades planned to return to the site and 
retrieve the caches, or if they permanent
ly buried them as part of some kind of reli
gious ceremony. The one thing that 
stands out about the cache site today is 
the visibility of the high terrace at this 
location. In prehistoric times this factor 
would have made it easier for the makers 

to relocate the site and retrieve the blades 
if that had been their ultimate goal. 
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Figure 1 (Mortine and Randies) Map of a section of the Walhonding Valley just west of its juncture with 
Killbuck Creek. The locations of the Els twin cache site and the Martin Mound are shown. 
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Figure 2 (Mortine and Randies) The "south cache" found on the Jon Els property, Bethlehem Township, Coshocton 
County, Ohio. 

»! BULf 
Figure 3 (Mortine and Randies) The "north cache" found on the Jon Els property, Bethlehem Township, 
Coshocton County, Ohio. 

Figure 4 (Mortine and Randies) Average dimensions 
of the cache blades found on the Jon Els property, 
Bethlehem Township, Coshocton County, Ohio. 

AVERAGE DIMENSIONS 
OF THE ELS CACHE BLADES 

North Cache 

Length 7.6 cm 

Width 2.8 cm 

Thickness 0.8 cm 

South Cache 

Length 8.5 cm 

Width 4.0 cm 

Thickness 1.3 cm 
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THE DEEDS MOUND IN LICKING COUNTY, OHIO 
by 

D. R. Gehlbach 

During the depression years of the 
1930's avocational archaeological activi
ties often took a back seat to personal 
and economic survival. This was especial
ly true in smaller communities where a 
single firm was often the dominant 
employer for the majority of the working 
population. In Newark, Ohio, a major 
industry during the depression was the 
Wehrle Stove Company, a leading manu
facturer of quality wood and coal stoves. 
During this period AT. (Augustine) Wehrle 
was the second generation company 
president. When away from his primary 
duties Wehrle was immersed in trying to 
add to his collection of archaeological 
specimens, especially from the mid-Ohio 
area. To expedite his mission Wehrle 
employed a regular team of excavators 
led by John Loughman and sometimes 
Jesse Walker who located and explored 
the mound-rich landscape of Licking and 
Muskingum Counties. Both gentleman 
worked tirelessly to add to Wehrle's grow
ing collection. When not trudging over the 
area mounds, both also worked at his vast 
Newark stove plant. 

Wehrle proudly displayed most of their 
finds at his commodious summer home at 
the east end of Buckeye Lake in 
Thornport, Ohio. After he retired in 1935, 
when his plant was sold, Wehrle contin
ued for a short time to fund exploration of 
nearby mounds. The materials and field 
notes from all of the excavations were 
eventually given to The Ohio Historical 
Society following his death in 1955. 

In the late spring of 1934 the Wehrle 
investigation team of Loughman and 
Walker decided to explore an undisturbed 
mound located two miles southeast of 
Granville in Granville Township, Licking 
County, Ohio. 

The conical Deeds mound was located 
on the Deeds farm. At time of exploration its 
dimensions were; diameter 60 feet 
east/west and 64 feet north/south with a 
maximum height of 7 feet. Mature trees 
penetrated most of the structure, their roots 
proving to be a continuing obstacle during 
the mound investigation. Excavations 
began at the site on May 12, 1934, and 
were completed on July 15, 1934. 

The investigators obliterated the mound 
by digging a wide trench from its apex to 
the baseline. Ultimately the trench was 
extended to erase most of the mound ele
vation. The trench was started on the 
south side and continued to its northern 
most limit. The field notes do not mention 
the placement of lateral shafts off the 
main trench. There did not seem to be any 
evidence of stratification or stages of 
mound construction. At least such evi-

3435 Sciotangy Drive 
Columbus, Ohio 

dence wasn't recorded or perhaps not 
even observed. 
CENTRAL FEATURE-

The most distinguishing feature uncov
ered in the Deeds Mound was an elevated 
crematory platform or altar located at the 
center of the mound. This feature began 
at the baseline. It measured nine feet in 
diameter and was comprised of puddled 
clay twelve inches high. Only one discern-
able cremated burial occupied this mas
sive oversized feature. 

Objects found with the cremation, 
included five leaf-shaped Flint Ridge flint 
blades on top of the burial, and beneath 
the ashes were a decomposed cylindrical 
grit-tempered blocked-end tubular pipe, a 
green granite maul and a Flint Ridge knife. 
OTHER DEPOSITS-

Found in other unrecorded mound fill 
features were five weak-shouldered 
stemmed points (three whole) of 
Coshocton and Flint Ridge materials, two 
additional Flint Ridge blades, a fragmen
tary bulbous grit-tempered clay pipe, a 
banded-slate tube, shell and copper 
beads (likely from several necklaces or 
bracelets), a granite cone, a deposit of 
seven reddish Fayette Thick potsherds, a 
variety of flint tools including several 
scrapers and a partial rabbit mandible. All 
of these artifacts were found in isolated 
deposits. Some were associated with 
charcoal and/or other burned materials. 

Pictured with this article from the cre
matory altar feature are; three of the five 
blades (Figure 2) and the tubular pipe 
(Figure 3). From other locations in the 
mound are the three whole stemmed 
points or knives, (Figure 4), the fragmen
tary bulbous clay tubular pipe (Figure 5), 
the drilled shell and copper beads (Figure 
6), the two isolated Flint Ridge blades 
(Figure 7) and most of the pottery frag
ments (Figure 8). 
OTHER BURIALS-

The excavators briefly noted that 29 
additional burials were found in the Deeds 
Mound. It was not clear from their sketchy 
field notes whether these inhumations 
were associated with any artifacts. The 
burials were reported as being in such a 
"decomposed condition that they could 
not be identified as to male or female," 
whether these were cremations or "in the 
flesh" inhumations was not indicated. 
CULTURAL AFFILIATION-

The cultural affiliation and dating of the 
Deeds mound is problematic due to its 
pre-radio carbon exploration date. The 
lack of detailed site notes, the deficiency 
of specific locations for most of the mate
rials, and the cursory description of 
mound features is an additional problem. 

While the conical shape is suggestive of 
an Early Woodland mound, the artifactual 
deposits serve as the only primary basis 
for determining the builders of the mound. 
Diagnostic materials are the rounded 
angular blades, the weak-shouldered 
stemmed points and the Fayette Thick 
style potsherds. All of these artifacts infer 
an Early Woodland Adena structure possi
bly dating from 500 BC - 300 BO This 
attribution can be further supported by 
the recovery of the bulbous tubular pipe 
with an incised bowl end feature sugges
tive of Late Archaic/ Early Woodland peri
od craftsmanship. The lack of information 
about burial locations and placement 
generally frustrates a final determination 
that the Deeds Mound is a typical Adena 
structure. The so-called platform or altar 
feature adds to the confusion. This feature 
is atypical in relation to other Early 
Woodland Adena burial tombs which usu
ally feature baseline burials within a 
stepped log-encased sarcophagus. The 
elevated central feature is more indicative 
of the later Middle Woodland period. By 
itself, this anomaly does not negate the 
site's likely Early Woodland origin. 
Perhaps the feature is merely an isolated 
situation. It is also possible the diggers' 
sketchy field notes about its design are 
erroneous. 

The writer would like to thank Martha 
Otto and The Ohio Historical Society for 
permission to access the Wehrle collec
tions while preparing this article. 

Figure 1 (Gehlbach) Deeds Mound Excavator 
Jesse Walker 

18 



Figure 3 (Gehlbach) Fragmentary pottery tube pipe 
found with cremation 

Figure 2 (Gehlbach) Flint Ridge blades found with cremation: aver
age length 3'/$" 

Figure 4 (Gehlbach) Weak shouldered Flint Ridge & Coshocton 
stemmed points 

Figure 5 (Gehlbach) Fragmentary pottery bulbous tube pipe 

Figure 6 (Gehlbach) Drilled shell & copper beads 

Figure 7 (Gehlbach) Flint Ridge blades: 4H' & 554" long 

Figure 8 (Gehlbach) Fayette Thick grit-tempered potsherds 
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DETERIORATION OF THE WRITTEN ROCK POLISSOIR, CLEAR 
CREEK, FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO 

A chance trip up the valley of Clear 
Creek, an area now in large part owned by 
the Columbus Metroparks System, 
prompted a stop at the Written Rock rock-
shelter and examination of the Written Rock 
polissoir, once one of the best preserved 
examples of this form of rock "art" in the 
state and, I think, the first described 
(Murphy 1975: 319-320), although a num
ber have been described since (e.g., Dunn 
1990; Long 1983; Mortine and Randies 
1994). 

I had not seen the polissoir for 25 years 
and was dismayed at the change (cf. Figs. 
3, 4). The rock, which sits in front of the 
shelter, is immediately adjacent to a now-
paved township road, providing ready 
access to park visitors (Fig. 1). 

The first thought was that if weathering 
can virtually destroy these artifacts in 25 
years, how could they be prehistoric? But 
examination of the rock cliff, which has 
been equally exposed to the weather, 
reveals perfectly legible rock carvings dat
ing to 1905 and 1875, without any major 
trace of wear. The weathered stone, how
ever, is so friable, that it would take little 
effort to wear these away. Although some 
of the deterioration of the rock is undoubt
edly due to natural weathering of the friable 
Black Hand sandstone, it is evident that the 
bulk of the damage has been due to recent 
abuse of the site, presumably by people 
climbing on and rubbing the rock. Since the 
site has been in the custody of Columbus 
Metroparks System for only a fraction of 
those 25 years, it would be unfair to throw 
the onus of this destruction on it; but incor
poration into the park has undoubtedly 
increased traffic and activity at the site. 

A similar, if less dramatic situation was 
encountered recently during a Phase I sur
vey of Ansel's Cave, in The West Woods, 
part of the Geauga Park District in north
eastern Ohio (Murphy 1999). Here, scores 
of historic graffiti had survived among the 
rock ledges that have long been a popular 
picnic site as well as scene in the historical 
novel Ansel's Cave by Albert G. Riddle. A 
polissoir consisting of a series of narrow, 
groove-like incised lines was discovered 
during the course of the survey (Murphy 
1999) but had been recently damaged by 
some visitor or visitors deciding to trace the 
grooves with a stick or other sharp object 
(Fig. 5). The fragility of these artifacts clear
ly is belied by the massive stones on which 
they are often found. 

It is not clear what could be done to pre
serve the Written Rocks site, including the 
polissoir, for, short of a chain link fence it 

by 
James L. Murphy 

Ohio State University Libraries 
1858 Neil Avenue Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

would be difficult to prevent people from 
walking all over the site. And destruction of 
the polissoir does not mean that there is no 
archaeological potential left at the site. 
Murphy (1976, 1989) and Carskadden 
(1969) both reported significant Late 
Woodland artifact material found in limited 
testing. Its location adjacent to a frequent
ed roadway probably prevents looting of 
the remnants of this site, at the same time 
that it renders more likely the complete 
destruction of the Written Rock polissoir. 

Moral of the story: Putting something in a 
park does not necessarily mean that it will 
be preserved. 
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Figure 1 View of the Written Rock Shelter, looking east. 

20 



Figure 2 Interior of shelter, with polissoir at 
lower left. 

Figure 3 Photo of the Written Rock 
polissoir taken in 1973. 

Figure 4 Remnants of the Written 
Rock polissoir as it appears today. 

Figure 5 The Ansel's Cave polissoir, The 
West Woods, Geauga Co. 
Metric tape extended to 40 cm. 
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A HOPEWELL SHELL CONTAINER AND EAR SPOOLS 
FROM CAMPBELL ISLAND 

by 
Robert N. Converse 
199 Converse Drive 

Plain City, Ohio 43064 

Figure 1 (Converse) Hopewell copper ear spools and conch shell container from Campbell Island. 

George Cummins who passed away in 
the 1960s, was a prominent Hamilton, Ohio, 
attorney and avid amateur archaeologist. 
He acquired a large collection of Butler 
County artifacts most of which came from 
Ross and Fairfield townships south of 
Hamilton along the Great Miami River. This 
archaeologically rich area had a profusion 
of mounds and earthworks and many sites 
from all Ohio cultures. Of specific interest in 
the collection are a number of classic 
Hopewell and Adena artifacts. 

One well-known area of archaeological 
interest was Campbell Island just north of 
Hamilton. Not an actual island, it is an iso
lated table-like area of land bordered on the 
west by the Great Miami River and east by 
an old channel of that river and occupied by 
a farm house and farm buildings. 

Campbell Island was the site of a large 
Fort Ancient village which was partially 
investigated by the Ohio Archaeological 
and Historical Society in 1921 (Mills 1923). 
Their excavations were confined to small 
areas not occupied by farm buildings. A 
mixture of unusual finds included Fort 
Ancient pottery and a shell container which 
appeared to be Hopewell. 

After some of the farm structures were 
removed - perhaps in the 1950s - George 

Cummins excavated what may have been a 
mound on which a barn had been situated. 
Although there are no excavation records, 
artifacts recovered were classic Hopewell -
a pair of copper earspools and an ocean 
shell container. Also in the Cummins collec
tion was a Hopewell copper bracelet which 
may also have come from the same site. 

Reference 
1923 Mills, William C. 

The Campbell Island Village Site 
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Si tes Vol . 4 , Part 1 The Ohio 
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Figure 2 (Converse) Campbell Island survey shown in Wm. Mills book Certain 
Mounds and Village Sites. 
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A THREE-QUARTER GROOVED AXE FROM HENRY COUNTY 
by 

Ken Black 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

This outstanding three-quarter grooved 
axe was originally collected by the late Dr. 
Stanley Copeland in Henry County, Ohio. It 
is one of the best examples of the type I 
have seen. Made of black granite with yel
low-white feldspar and quartz inclusions, it 
has a streak of yellow quartzite along its 
leading edge. The entire axe is highly pol
ished and is an exemplary example of 
Archaic craftsmanship. 

Among collectors who have handled and 
observed such highly designed and finely 
finished stone pieces, it is their opinion that 
these axes were not made as practical 
tools. From their almost universal pristine 
appearance it is probable that they are 
masterpiece artifacts which were created 
as symbols or ceremonial items. 

As a general observation, it appears that 
most three-quarter grooved axes of this 
type are found in the western half of Ohio 
and eastern Indiana. 

Figure 1 (Black) Highly refined 9-1/2 
inch long three-quarter grooved axe 
from Henry County. 
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THE ANDERSON MOUND EXCAVATION ROSS COUNTY, OHIO 

Archaeological research of significant 
importance was in progress throughout 
North America during the 1920's. Perhaps 
the most publicized investigations took 
place in Ohio under the stewardship of 
William C. Mills and Henry Shetrone of The 
Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society. 
These two were likely the pre-eminent 
North American field researchers of the 
period. They focused their investigations on 
the famous Mound City Group (now a 
National Park), the name-sake Hopewell 
Farm Mound Group and the sizable Seip 
Earthworks and its Pricer Mound. All were 
located in Ross County, Ohio, which was 
the most highly endowed and commonly 
referenced locale for Middle Woodland 
(1AD to 450AD) Hopewell sites in America. 

Henry Shetrone was searching for anoth
er Hopewell site in the fall of 1924, one that 
could provide additional confirming cultural 
information, when he was informed of the 
existence of the Anderson Mound (Figure 1). 

Located slightly more than one-half mile 
west of Ohio's famous Hopewell Group of 
prehistoric earthworks, the mound was sit
uated in the village of Anderson in the val
ley of the North Fork of Paint Creek. Paint 
Creek drains into the Scioto River south of 
Chillicothe and in turn the Ohio River less 
than 40 miles to the south. 

THE MOUND EXAMINATION 
The examination of the Anderson mound 

was initiated on September 15, 1924, and 
was completed on September 26, 1924. It 
was 7-1/2 feet in height, 58 feet in diameter 
and displayed a roughly conical profile. It 
had never been disturbed. Arrangements 
were made with the property owners to 
completely dismantle the structure and use 
the fill for a nearby garden plot. Soon after 
the project was started it became evident 
that aberrant characteristics were present, 
suggesting an other than a Hopewell affilia
tion. For example, no definite or prepared 
mound floor was noted and it was apparent 
the tumulus had been constructed in two 
distinct stages; first a convex platform pri
mary mound 2-1/2 feet high with a diameter 
of about 25 feet, and later a secondary cap. 

The entire edifice contained homoge
neous sandy loam which was exceptional
ly dry below the 2 foot level. Most of the 
significant artifactual features were found 
at or near the apex of the primary mound 
and were mostly confined to one of the 
extended burials. 

The following is a brief summary of the 
contents of the Anderson Mound, which 
proved to be a cemetery for the Early 
Woodland Adena people. 

by 
D.R. Gehlbach 

3435 Sciotangy Drive 
Columbus, Ohio 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
BURIALS 

There were nineteen identifiable inter
ments in the Anderson Mound. Broken 
down by type, seven were incomplete buri
als consisting of disarticulated skull rem
nants, six were complete extended-on-the-
back burials and six were cremations. In 
most instances the sex of the skeletons 
was not indicated in Shetrone's field notes. 
Most of the burials were recovered 
between 18 inches and 30 inches above 
the original mound floor suggesting their 
placement on or within the primary edifice 
over a short time frame. With two excep
tions, which will be detailed below, there 
was no evidence of prepared graves. A sin
gle burial was recovered 2 feet below the 
cap of the secondary mound. 

BURIALS WITH ARTIFACTS 
The most heavily endowed burial was an 

extended adolescent located two feet 
above the primary mound floor, nine feet 
north and two feet west of the mound cen
ter. With it were found a 4-1/2 inch black 
Coshocton stemmed spear-point, two 
multi-colored Flint Ridge blades or blanks 
approximately 3-1/2 inches long (Figure 2), 
a 5-1/2 inch expanded-center undrilled 
limestone gorget (Figure 3), and two lime
stone tubular pipes, one about 6 inches in 
length and the other in a fragmentary con
dition (Figure 4). As shown, one of the two 
pipes features beveled upper and lower 
surfaces at the stem end to accommodate 
holding the pipe in the mouth. 

The only remaining interment with arti
facts was a young male extended on his 
back with legs somewhat flexed. Its height 
above the floor of the mound was 2-1/2 
feet. A 2-1/4 inch Delaware chert point, a 
saucer-like vessel 
made from the cara
pace of the land tur
tle and a mussel-
shell spoon were 
found at the feet 
(Figure 5). Only the 
preserved frag
ments of the latter 
two artifacts are 
shown in the figure. 

REFUSE PIT 
A small conical pit 

was found two feet 
west of the center of 
the mound. It had 
penetrated through 
the original mound 
floor into the gravel 
below to a depth of 
18 inches. It had a 
consistent diameter 

of approximately 15 inches. When excavat
ed, its contents consisted of miscellaneous 
fragments of broken animal bones, among 
them the jawbone of a squirrel. Any evi
dence of butchering or cooking was omit
ted in the field notes. 

AN EARLY WOODLAND ADENA MOUND 
Based on its features the Anderson 

mound proved to be associated with the 
Early Woodland period Adena people. 
Diagnostic characteristics include the 
uniquely-styled Adena stemmed points, 
ovate-shaped blades, the undrilled 
expanded center gorget and the beveled 
tubular pipe. An unusual feature was the 
combination of cremated burials and 
detached skull burials found at the same 
mound level. 

The writer would like to thank Martha 
Otto, Curator of Archaeology and The Ohio 
Historical Society for permission to study 
the site materials and the original field notes 
while preparing this article. 

Footnote: All specimens found with buri
als in this mound are referred to as Adena. 
as originally discovered in the mound near 
Chillicothe in Ross County, Ohio. The origi
nal Adena Mound situated on the estate of 
Governor Worthington was explored in 
1902 by William C. Mills for the Ohio 
Archaeological and Historical Society. It 
yielded among other things, a remarkable 
pipestone tubular pipe of a full figure 
human dwarf with headdress, ear orna
ments, and abbreviated costume around 
the loins. It has been referred to as the 
"Adena Man" pipe and is often described 
as the singular example of pre-Columbian 
artistic excellence when exhibited in exhibi
tions across the country. 

Figure 1 (Gehlbach) Photograph of the Anderson Mound prior to its 
excavation 
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Figure 3 (Gehlbach) 5-1/2 inch limestone expanded center undrilled gorget 

Figure 2 (Gehlbach) 4-1/2 inch Coshocton flint stemmed point and two 3-1/2 
inch Flint Ridge flint multi-colored blades or blanks 

Figure 4 (Gehlbach) Two limestone tubular pipes; lower example 6 inches 
with beveled mouthpiece 

Figure 5 (Gehlbach) 2-1/4 inch Delaware chert stemmed point and frag
ments of a turtle carapace vessel (cup) and mussel shell spoon 
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THE SEARCH FOR THE VILLAGE SITES OF CORNSTALK AND 
GRENADIER SQUAW 

In the classic books by Henry Howe, 
Historical Collections of Ohio, he men
tions that the village sites of Cornstalk 
and Grenadier Squaw are at the headwa
ters of the Scippo and Congo Creeks. 
This location is east of Black Mountain 
and on the rich farm area known as the 
Pickaway Plains. There is a map provided 
on page 402 of Vol. 2 and many of the 
named features on the map can still be 
located. Some of these features are Black 
Mountain, Burning Mound, Logan Elm, 
Congo and Scippo Creeks and some of 
the old mansions. This is just south of 
Circleville, Ohio and on the USGS 7. '5 
Circleville, Ohio 1995 Rev. topographic 
quadrangle. When you read this descrip
t ion, you find that these creeks are 
winding and looping through mostly 
uncleared land. The description fits many 
sites so that the problem is much more 
complicated than it first appears. The text 
clearly states that Cornstalk's Village is to 
the north and Grenadier Squaw's Village 
is across the Congo Creek to the south. 
We don't know much about Grenadier 
Squaw except that she was the sister of 
Cornstalk and a woman of large stature, 
good intellect and apparently ran her vil
lage with a strong hand. Cornstalk was 
regarded as a great Shawnee warrior and 
leader. 

In the fall of 1963, I took a teaching 
position in Pickaway County. This left my 
afternoons free to search the suspected 
area. After a number of months, I found 
an approximately 10 acre area where the 
number of artifacts were greatly 
enhanced. The types of artifacts varied 
greatly and it was obvious that the village 
site had been used for hundreds or more 
likely thousands of years. Since this area 
had been plowed for many years, the 
majority of artifacts were damaged or 
broken by farm implements. 

In the course of about 6 months, 
approximately 400 artifacts were recov
ered. Two of these were untouched by 
the plow and are in pristine condition. 
One was a small stone ax which was 
obviously made for a child. It is like the 
classic stone axes found in the area but 
much smaller. The second is an arrow
head which is long, slender and delicate. 
It seems impossible that it would have 
survived the plow for many years but I 
personally found it in the middle of the 
artifact rich area. It is my suspicion that 
this is Cornstalk's Village site. I have 
found that the maps cited are remarkably 
accurate. I was told by the local inhabi-

by 
Hal Povenmire 

Florida Institute of Technology 
215 Osage Dr. 

Indian Harbour Beach, Florida 32937 

tants that the village site of Grenadier 
Squaw is at a nearby location on private 
property to the south. I have looked at 
this site but cannot see any obvious evi
dence of this. 

I have made provisions so that when 
my work is completed on these sites, the 
locations will be made available to the 
Ohio Historical Society, Ohio Archaeolog
ical Society and other recognized archae
ological institutions. 
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Figure 1 (Povenmire) Small full grooved axe from Cornstalk's Village site. 
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C O U N T Y 

(Povenmire) Mills Atlas map 
portion of Pickaway County 

Map 2 (Povenmire) Map of 
Shawanoese towns from 
Howe's History of Ohio 

MAP of- THE ANCIENT SHAWAV>ESE TOWNS, ON THE PICKAWAY 

PLAINS. 

[Explanations.-A. Ancieni works, on which Circleville now stands. 

B. Logan's cabin ai Old Chillicothe. now Westfall. four miles 
below Circleville: from this place a trail led through Grenadier 
Squaw town, and from thence up the Congo valley, and crossed to 
the opposite side of the creek, about I miles from its mouth. 

C. Black mountain, a short distance west of the old Ban mansion. 

D. Council house, a short distance northeast of the residence of 
Wm. Renick. Jr. The two parallel lines at this point represent the 
gauntlet through which prisoners were forced to run, and O the 
stake at which they were burnt, which last is on a commanding ele
vation. 

F. The camp of Col. Lew is. just south of the residence of Geo. 
Wolf. The Logan elm is about a mile north of the site of the camp 
of Lew is on Congo creek. 

E. The point where Lord Dunmore met with and stopped the army 
of Lewis when on their wa\ to attack the Indians: it is opposite the 
mansion of Major John Boggs. 

G. The residence of Judge Gills, near which is shown the position 
of Camp Charlotte. 1 
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PEBBLE PENDANTS OF BELMONT COUNTY 
by 

John M. Mocic 
Box 170, Rt. 1 Valley Drive 
Dilles Bottom, Ohio 43947 

Pebble pendants are one of the most 
overlooked artifacts made by early man -
perhaps because of their rarity. Pebble 
pendants may be elongated, oval or 
round. In some cases, there is no unifor
mity whatsoever. Perhaps the smaller 
examples were made for children and the 
larger ones for adults. They may have 
functioned as charm stones or simply 
beads or ornaments. 

Pebble pendants rarely show any 
refinement from their original form, other 
than the drilling. Quite often the edges 

were ground or the flat surfaces slightly 
smoothed. Occasionally they are tally-
marked or even engraved. 

The suspension hole was made by 
drilling from both faces. It is evident in 
some examples that a pecking process 
was used to remove the outer hard sur
face before drilling took place. Pecking 
exposed the inner - and softer part -
making the drilling easier. 

The pebble pendants shown in Figures 
1 and 2 are made from flat weathered 
sandstones - all eight examples are from 

Belmont County, Ohio. Note that at least 
three pendants in Figure 1 are heart-
shaped as is the pendant in Figure 2. 

Reference 
1978 Converse, Robert N. Converse 

Ohio Slate Types 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio 
Columbus 

Figure 1 (Mocic) Pebble pendants from Belmont County Figure 2 (Mocic) Large pebble pendant 

28 



A CIGAR-SHAPED TUBULAR PIPE 
by 

Don Casto 
138 Ann Court 
Lancaster, Ohio 

I obtained the sandstone tubular pipe 
shown in Fig. 1 at the Hoffman family auc
tion in Madison Twp., Fairfield County, Ohio. 
The Hoffman family had lived and farmed 
this location since the 1870s. The artifacts 
had been found in the attic and the 
Hoffmans were unaware that they were 
there but they had probably been picked up 
by earlier generations of the family. 

In the auction were flint, slate and stone 
artifacts representing all Ohio cultures. In 
addition a large fluted point was in the sale. 

It is difficult to precisely date such a pipe 
since tubular pipes were manufactured over 
a long time span. Hothem states that tubu
lar pipes were made from 1500 BC to 1500 
AD. (Hothem 1999). Tubular pipes were also 
used by the Glacial Kame people (Converse 
1980). The earliest date for Glacial Kame 
comes from the Feehely site in Saginaw 
County, Michigan, a peripheral location 
dated at around 1900 BO Glacial Kame 
probably lasted until about 500 BC, and if 
this date is valid Glacial Kame and Early 
Adena were probably coeval in time. 
Earliest dates for Adena are around 1000 
BC Both Glacial Kame and Adena shared 
the tubular pipe trait. 

One clue to the pipe's origin may lie in the 
presence of what appears to be red ocher 
on its surface. Gehlbach cites examples of 
pipes replicating the Archaic tubular pipes 
from Glacial Kame sites which were cov
ered with red ocher which is also an Archaic 
trait (Gehlbach 1998). 

The outside surface of the pipe looks 
somewhat like a piece of flint with fire pops. 
However, I believe that this flaking was 
caused by freezing and thawing. When a 
member of the Hoffman family picked up 
this pipe more than a century ago, they 
probably saved it from eventual complete 
destruction from the effects of the weather. 

References: 
1980 Converse, Robert N. 

The Glacial Kame Indians 
Special publication of the 
Archaeological Society of Ohio 
Lancaster 

1999 Hothem, Lar 
Indian Pipes Identification and Value 
Hothem House 
Lancaster, Ohio 

Figure 1 (Casto) Sandstone tubular pipe from Fairfield 
County, Ohio. Length 5-1/4 inches 

1998 Gehlbach, Donald R. 
Ohio's Prehistoric Pipes 
Privately published 
Columbus, Ohio 
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BOATSTONE FOUND IN DARKE COUNTY 
by 

Jim Stephan 
Gettysburg, Ohio 

This boatstone was found on the 
Fitzwater farm in Liberty Township, Darke 
County, Ohio, a few miles from the village 
of Palestine. I recently acquired it at the 
family estate auction. The information I 
received from the family indicates that it 
was found in the early 1950s by their 
father when he was tilling the fields. He 
also found scrapers and grooved ham
mers in the same area. 

The artifact is made of speckled granite 
and shows excellent workmanship. The 
underside is deeply hollowed out, and 
drilling is complete on both ends. The 
boatstone is regarded as a rare type and 
probably dates from the Late Archaic and 
Woodland time periods. The underside of 
boatstones is usually hollowed out, 
although a small number of them are flat 
on the bottom. The distribution in Ohio is 
concentrated in the western half of the 
state (Converse 1978). 

Reference Cited 
Converse, Robert N. 
1978 Ohio Slate Types. Archaeological 

Society of Ohio. 

Figure 1 (Stephan) Boatstone found near Palestine, Ohio, in Darke County. 

NECROLOGY 

William L. Morris, father of past presi
dent Larry Morris, and past president of 
the Sugar Creek Chapter of the ASO, 
passed away at the age of 79 on June 6, 

2001. Bill was a field hunter and collector 
for his entire life and an active member of 
the Sugar Creek Chapter and the Archae
ological Society of Ohio since 1970. Bill 

was an asset to the chapter and our 
Society and will be missed by his many 
friends. Our condolences go to Larry and 
Nancy and his family. 
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A FLUTED PALEO POINT 
FOUND IN STOW, SUMMIT COUNTY OHIO 

by 
Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Road 

Stow, Ohio 

This small, but quite beautiful Paleo 
Fluted Point (Figure 1) was found in the 
Steels Corners area of Stow, Summit 
County, Ohio by Mrs. Carolyn Dumke in 
1985. 

The blade is fluted on both sides with 
three fluting flakes on one face and two 
on the other. 

At its longest the point measures 2 
inches - 1-3/4 inches from the tip to the 
top of the arch. It also measures 15/16th 
of an inch in width. As is typical of Paleo 
craftsmen, the blade is well made and 
quite thin-only 1/4 of inch thick at its 
midpoint and wafer thin on its sides, cre
ating a classic lenticular cross section. 

This extraordinary piece is made of 
Flint Ridge chalcedony. Its remarkable 
coloring is difficult to distinguish. It has a 
translucent, yet milky appearance, and 
varies from tan to shades of blue and 
gray with blotches of pink near the tip 
and along the edges of the blade. 

The basal area is not ground smooth; 
however, the edges of the base have 
been reworked. Note that the base has 
an irregularly shaped arch. The fact that 
the base has been retouched leads Ms. 
Dumke to believe that a chip of flint might 
have broken off during manufacture. This 
is possible, as fluting on both faces of the 
blade had made the material in the 
arched area quite thin. 

Robert Converse's Ohio Flint Types 
dates Fluted Points to 10,000 B.C. and 

In the field of archaeology one has 
become familiar with the phrase in situ. It 
means simply stated - in place as found, or 
undisturbed. 

I do a lot of surface hunting and I have 
always thought about this phrase - but 
lately I have looked at it a bit differently. 
Rain, floods, erosion, frost, movement of 
ice, soil slumping, the plow, bulldozing and 
power equipment have all been respon
sible for changing the original position of 
artifacts - present day sites are not always 
the same as they were in the past. 

Until recently, I believed that a large 
study area I hunted was relatively undis
turbed. I followed ancient riverbeds and 
their present day locations and I was satis
fied with what I thought were accurate 
map representations of these features. But 
after attending a program about the canals 

says that "because of the nomadic life of 
its makers, the Fluted Point is one of the 
scarcest of all projectile points." 

Interestingly, Lar Hotham's book First 
Hunters: Ohio's Paleo-lndian Artifacts 
records that another Fluted Point was 
found in Silver Lake, Ohio - which is 
within a mile of the area in Stow where 
this piece was found. 

For me, the extreme antiquity and fine 
craftsmanship make Fluted Points objects 
of great fascination, as well as beauty. How 
exciting it was to handle an artifact made 
by one of Ohio's early inhabitants. 

Mrs. Dumke, an ASO member and a 

IN SITU- OR IS IT? 
by 

Gary Kapusta 
Ravenna, Ohio 

of the 1800s, I found that there were many 
re-routed feeder streams and canals built 
nearly parallel to existing rivers which had 
disappeared by the last quarter of the nine
teenth century. These changes were never 
noted on the early maps and are not 
shown on present day maps. Thus, many 
of the areas we hunt have had alterations 
of which we are not aware. 

During the last century many of these 
historic wonders have disappeared. In 
less than 200 years, numerous changes 
have taken place which have altered the 
exact position of ancient sites. Locations 
of ancient streams, sites and their arti
facts, including those near or in sand and 
gravel banks have been greatly changed 
or destroyed. 

This is my point - if I had not learned 
about the old canals, feeder streams, cable 

charter member of the Cuyahoga Valley 
Chapter, said that when she found the 
point, she first thought she saw a piece 
of frosted glass just sticking out of a dirt 
pile. She also says that the Paleo blade 
has been her most exciting find to date. 
Much thanks to her for sharing that find. 

References: 
Converse, Robert. Ohio Flint Types, Archaeo
logical Society of Ohio, 1994. 

Hotham. Lar. First Hunters: Ohio's Paleo-lndian 
Artifacts. Hotham House, 1990. 

car lines, railroads, roads and towns that 
were here in the past, but which have been 
gone for more than a century, I would think 
that everything is just as it was when 
ancient people were here. 

These factors must be given careful 
consideration when doing research. The 
next time you hear of someone moving 
something out of place, please remind 
them that, more than likely, it is already 
out of place. 

The scars of the past heal quite well -
given a few centuries - and we may 
never know for sure if someone hasn't 
changed the terrain as we encounter it 
today. Nature has a way of reclaiming 
what man has abandoned. Just some
thing to consider the next time you 
make an in situ discovery. 

Figure 1 (Rusnak) Obverse and reverse of fluted point 
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A PALEO UNIFACE KNIFE FROM THE EDITH SITE 

I found the Paleo knife shown in 
obverse and reverse in Figure 1 on the 
Edith site in Fairfield County, Ohio. It was 
lying on its side with just an edge 
showing. Thinking it was a piece of 
rubber, the sound of my stick touching 
flint told me it might be an artifact. 

The knife is 5 inches long and is made 
of Nellie Chert (which often resembles 
weathered rubber). Like all unifaces, it is 
curved and has typical lateral Paleo pres
sure flakes removed from its outer convex 
surface. Tiny pressure flakes border its 
concave inner surface 

by 
Don Casto 

138 Ann Court 
Lancaster, Ohio 

Figure 1 (Casto) Paleo 
uniface knife from the 
Edith site - 5 inches long 

My wife, Jeanette, and I were searching 
for Indian artifacts in a cornfield after a 
heavy rain the previous day. Upon finding 
the point, I called to Jeanette and said, 
"You have to come here and see this" 
before I picked it up. She asked if I knew 
what it was and I told her what it was and 
that it is supposedly the oldest recognized 
type point in the New World and that the 
Clovis fluted point may be 10,000-12,000 
years old or more. She told me that since 
it was Mother's Day, she thought I should 
give it to her and that it would be a better 
treasure than the nice painting I had 
already given her! 

The point measured 1-1/16th inch and 
was made from Coshocton flint. 

I have been very fortunate to find sev
eral pieces from all periods in this area. 
Even though I had found broken lanceo-

A COSHOCTON COUNTY FLUTED POINT 
by 

Robert L Curry, D.D.S. 
2809 Bell Street 

Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

lates and uniface blades, this was a huge 
diagnostic find. 

Since finding points on this area six years 
ago and buying and reading lots of books 
(including OA?/b Flint Types,) I am amazed at 
the nice pieces still in the ground. 

Figure 1 (Curry) Coshocton County fluted point. 
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Indian Creek chert is a major lithic 
resource of south-central and south
western Indiana, particularly in the region 
around the two forks of the White River. 
This chert was named by the late Robert 
Edler of Bedford, Indiana, a prominent 
local avocationalist, for its prevalence 
along the creek of the same name in 
Greene, Lawrence, Martin, and Monroe 
Counties. Tomak (1980:109, 1981) and 
Munson and Munson (1984:155) have 
briefly described this chert, while Cantin 
(1994:19-20) has provided a more exten
sive description. Geologically, Indian 
Creek chert is in the Levias Limestone 
Member or Bed of the St. Genevieve 
Limestone Formation, of the Blue River 
Group, of the Valmeyeran Series, of the 
Mississippian System. Stratigraphically, it 
is just below the Bryantsville Breccia Bed 
containing Bryantsville chert, and above 
Stanford Chert located in the basal por
tion of the St. Genevieve Limestone For
mation (Bassett and Powell 1984:241). It 
is a nonfossiliferous chert. DeRegnacourt 
and Georgiady (1998:102) report minerals 
of microcrystalline, chalcedonic, and 
detrital quartz, dolomite, hematite, and 
pyrite in the chert. 

As defined by Munson and Munson 
(1984) and from its source areas, use of 
this chert occurs on a local (up to 3 km), 
semi-local (3 to 30 km), and foreign (over 
30 km) basis throughout much of this 
region. This chert outcrops in a linear 
band extending roughly north to south 
through southeast Owen, Monroe, 
Greene, Lawrence, Martin, Orange, and 
western Washington Counties. It is espe
cially prevalent along Indian Creek and 
Little Indian Creek and their tributary 
streams, which cut through the borders 
of Monroe, Greene, Lawrence, and Martin 
Counties. In this region the chert is com
monly encountered in two forms; as tab
ular bedded lenses within the limestone 
bedrock and as various sized small nod
ules dispersed in bedrock and stream 
gravels. Gravel outcrops of this chert 
containing higher levels of impurities, 
banding, and darker shades of pink and 
red, on both the cortex and interiors, are 
common throughout the central portion 
of Lost River in Orange and Washington 
Counties. Based on high densities of this 

INDIAN CREEK CHERT 
by 

Dr. William C. Meadows 

Indiana State University 

Department of Anthropology 

Holmstedt Hall 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47809 

chert on some sites, it may also outcrop 
into Clay and Morgan Counties, and 
materials from some Ohio River based 
collections suggest that some Indian 
Creek chert may continue to outcrop 
southward to the region of Spencer 
County, Indiana. 

Indian Creek chert ranges in texture 
from medium-course to fine-medium. It is 
virtually opaque and typically exhibits a 
flat and dull to slightly glossy luster. This 
chert is homogenous and usually free of 
internal structural flaws and fractures. 
These qualities allow it to have fair con-
choidal fracture and a designation as a 
high-medium quality chert, while facili
tating the prehistoric manufacture of 
tools with "clean," sharp, and reasonably 
strong edges (Cantin 1994:19). 

Although several Silurian level cherts of 
central Indiana (Jeffersonville, Scipio, 
Coffee Creek, Laurel, Liston Creek) are 
reported as similar types or look-alikes 
(DeRegnacourt and Georgiady 1998:102), 
they differ significantly in appearance and 
are easily differentiated from Indian 
Creek. Bailey chert from Southern Illinois 
exhibits many similar shades of tan, 
beige, and caramel but generally has a 
slightly more earthy and porous texture. 
The author has also seen artifacts from 
Ohio that closely resemble Indian Creek 
chert. Originally described and catego
rized as a separate chert, Richland chert 
was also described from samples col
lected from site 12Gr392 (Tomak 
1980:110, 1981, 1982). Richland chert is 
not a separate chert, but only the heat 
treated version of Indian Creek chert. To 
eliminate confusion and over categoriza
tion, classifications of Indian Creek and 
Heat Treated Indian Creek Chert are typi
cally now used by Indiana archaeologists. 

Most commonly found in nodular forms 
of 3 to 6 inches in width, or in relatively 
small, thin, and cortex encased lenticular 
masses in stream beds, samples gener
ally exhibit a well developed and distinct 
cortical rind that is significantly different 
from the interior of the chert. Cortical 
thickness varies due to the extent of 
weathering, often averaging one-fourth of 
an inch. In general the cortex is rougher 
and more porous than the interior of the 

chert (Cantin 1994:19). Cortex may 
appear as a porous and earthy white or 
beige, or in samples collected from 
stream beds that are generally ruddy 
brown or tan in color, exhibit a rather 
glossy and smooth surface. 

This chert occurs in a wide variety of 
textures, ranging from dull, coarse, and 
rather porous textured material to that 
exhibiting a smooth, glossy, and lustrous 
look and texture. In terms of color, Indian 
Creek chert is one of the most colorful 
and diverse cherts found in Southern 
Indiana, exhibiting an extremely wide 
range of colors, in both natural and heat-
treated forms. Indian Creek chert natu
rally occurs in a wide variety of beige, 
buff, tan, caramel, brown, light grey and 
dark grey colors. Shades of light yellow 
to tan are most common, but shades of 
white, off-white, cream, and light to 
medium brown are also common. While 
many samples may exhibit a monochro
matic shade of buff, beige, brown, or tan, 
samples are often variegated in color, 
containing banded or amorphous mottled 
portions of these shades with adjacent 
areas of dark gray, or dark grayish purple. 
From tool and debitage samples exam
ined, amorphous mottled portions may 
occur in almost the entire range of 
shades in which the chert is found. Heavy 
banding seems to occur primarily in fairly 
high quality tan and beige forms of the 
chert, and is often not heat-treated in tool 
samples. As the individual bands in 
Indian Creek chert are generally wider 
than that found in Stanford chert, they 
are macroscopically distinct. Variations of 
the darker gray and gray brown shades 
occur naturally and are common in some 
areas. Concentric bands of blue-grey 
colors intermixed with the previously 
described shades of brown are also 
present. Medium-grey "hearts" or "cores" 
are present in the centers of some nod
ules, and may follow the morphology of 
the shape of the nodule or occur as 
amorphous masses within the nodule 
(Cantin 1994:19). The "heart" areas are 
generally finer in texture and glossier than 
the adjacent chert. Without careful exam
ination, debitage and finished tools from 
the "heart" or "core" areas can easily be 
mistaken for some variations of weath-
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ered or patinated Wyandotte chert. Indian 
Creek chert can frequent ly weather or 
patinate to lighter shades as from beige 
to buff, or to darker shades of its natural 
colors (Tomak 1980:110). While Indian 
Creek chert was once thought to be a 
northwesterly stratigraphic equivalent of 
Wyandot te chert , Basset t and Powel l 
(1984) have demonstrated the two cherts 
to be distinct stratigraphic entities (Cantin 
(1994:19). 

Highly conducive to thermal alteration, 
heat treated Indian Creek chert is visually 
the most colorful and color varied chert in 
southern Indiana. Heat treating of beige, 
buff, tan , and caramel co lored Indian 
Creek chert produces a myriad of dif
ferent colors; including various shades of 
pinks, grayish pinks, reds, lavenders, and 
dark gray or dark gray purples. Portions 
of this chert that already contain differen
tial coloring in the form of natural banding 
or distinct colored areas, intensify with 
heat treating. Often individual flakes or 
blocks exhibit colored portions of these 
shades mixed with dark grayish colors. In 
general, heat treating significantly alters 
the chert wi th texture become finer, a 
dramatic increase in luster, and a general 
reddening of color (Cantin 1994:19). The 
quality of material, texture and color pat
tern of heat treated specimens is gener
ally improved, yet continues to exhibit the 
wide array of textures found in samples 
of the cher t r ang ing f r om du l l and 
coarsely textured material to very lus
trous, slick, and glossy forms. Original 
dark gray, dark gray purpl ish, and tan 
areas change to more purplish or violet 
colors (Tomak 1980:110). The fact that 
heat treated samples retain the pattern of 
the or ig inal co lo rs also ind ica tes the 
superfluousness of the Richland classifi
cation. Many tools made of this chert fre
quen t l y exh ib i t r edd i sh e d g e s , t i p s , 
barbs, or corners, which may reflect heat-
treating of bifaces that were later reduced 
in tool production. Aesthetic preferences 
in relation to the frequency of these color 
association in specific locales on finished 
tools are also possible. Munsell colors 
inc lude 10YR 7 /2-7 /4 , 10YR 8/3, and 
2.5Y 7/2 (Cantin 1994:19), and 5R 8/2, 
10R 6/6, and 5R 6/6 (DeRegnacourt and 
Georgiady 1998:102). 

Indian Creek chert was used exten
sively around the source areas and adja
cen t reg ions of s o u t h cen t ra l and 
sou thwes te rn Ind iana. Munson et al . 
(1983:196) report artifacts of this chert 

recovered on sites up to 150 km from the 
source area. In the outcrop area, utiliza
tion of this chert encompasses the entire 
p reh is to r i c record f rom Paleo Ind ian 
Clovis points to Oliver Phase Madison 
bow and arrow points. Tankersly (1987) 
documented five Early Paleo points of 
Ind ian Creek che r t f r om L a w r e n c e , 
Mart in, Monroe and surrounding coun
ties. The author has observed a sizeable 
number of Late Paleo points including 
two Beaver Lake and several Quad points 
from Lawrence, Greene, and Washington 
Counties. Early Archaic use of this chert 
is heavy in Kirk Corner No t ched and 
Stemmed, Pinetree, Thebes, St. Charles, 
and LeCroy assemblages, including end 
scrapers, adzes, edged flake tools, and 
blade, knife, and drill-perforator forms. A 
s ign i f icant number of M idd le Archa ic 
large side notched point forms (Raddatz, 
Big Sandy) are also present in the source 
area. Dur ing the Late Archa ic Per iod 
Indian Creek chert is again heavily used 
w i t h n o t i c e a b l e c o n c e n t r a t i o n in 
Matanzas, Brewer ton, River ton, some 
Karnak and McWhinney Heavy Stemmed, 
and Terminal Archa ic Barbed Cluster 
po in ts . Numerous La te-Archa ic -Ear ly 
Woodland stemmed point forms are also 
locally common. While used most heavily 
during the Archaic period, the author has 
documented a considerable use in the 
Woodland and Late Woodland Mississip-
pian periods as reflected in Middle Wood
land corner notched forms, and in Lowe, 
Jack ' s Reef, R a c c o o n N o t c h e d , and 
Madison points. In addition Anslinger and 
Pace (1986) found Indian Creek chert to 
be the pr inc ipal l i thic resource at the 
Lat tas Creek Si te in Greene County , 
Indiana (12Gr29), a pr imari ly Terminal 
Midd le Woodland and Late Woodland 
Allison-Lamotte and Albee culture site. 
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A BROKEN PENDANT 

After finding the bottom half of this 
heavily tallied pendant in 1999, I never 
thought that I would see the top half. On 
July 28, 2001, after only being in the field 
for 5 minutes I looked down and saw the 
top half. I called my brother Justin over 
and showed him before I picked it up. It 
was about 20 feet from where I found the 
bottom. The pendant has a total of 168 
tally marks. The two pieces fit together 
exactly. This site also produced a nice 
heavy-duty point found by my brother 
Keith. The farmer showed me a case of 
some nice chippers, common points, and 
a white un-fluted paleo point that he 
found in the same field. 

by 
Carl Harruff II 

Gahanna, Ohio 

Figure 1 (Harruff) Obverse and reverse of tally-marked pendant. 

TWO COSHOCTON COUNTY FLINTS 
by 

Charles E. Gross 
10045 Riceland Ave. 

Magnolia, Ohio 

Shown are two uncommon artifacts I 
found last fall and winter in Coshocton 
County. The Notched-base point was 
found in late fall before the field was 
plowed. The field had been in soybeans 
and I hunted the bare spots. The point 
was fully exposed and easy to see. It is 
3-1/2 inches long and 1-5/8 inches wide. 
The barbs are sharp and well-defined and 
there is some wear on each side of the 
blade. It is made of blue-black Upper 
Mercer flint. 

The Expanded Notch point is in excel
lent condition and was found in the same 
field after it was plowed. Only the tip was 
showing in the partially frozen ground 
and I was careful to expose it. It also is 
3-1/2 inches long and 1-5/8 inches wide. 
It is probably made of Delaware chert. 

Reference 
1995 Converse, Robert N. 

Ohio Flint Types 
Special publication of the Archaeolog
ical Society of Ohio 
Columbus 

Figure 1 (Gross) Notched Base and Expanded Notch points 
found in Coshocton County, Ohio. 
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A BROWN COUNTY NOTCHED BASE DOVETAIL 

I found this example of an early archaic 
notched-base Dovetail while surface 
hunting an upland site in Brown Co., Ohio 
on May 25th, 2001. It is made from 
sugary translucent Haney chert from 
Kentucky. Both sides of each face are 
steeply beveled from resharpening, and 
the piece measures 3-3/8" long by 1-1/4" 
wide. When found in the field, just the tip 
of the blade was showing at the bottom 
of a plow furrow. 

by 
Robert J. Davis 

Milford, Ohio 45150 

Figure 1 (Davis) Notched-base Dovetail from Brown County, Ohio 

TO THE CORE 
by 

John M. Mocic 
Box 170, Rt. 1 Valley Drive 
Dilles Bottom, Ohio 43947 

Throughout the years each of us has. 
at one time or another, heard stories 
about the finding of a broken artifact and 
years later discovering the other part or 
parts. Some have experienced the thrill of 
personally finding both parts themselves. 

Figure 1 shows two artifacts that I 
received as gifts this year. The Hopewell 
Flint Ridge core was found by Jesse 
Weber of Kimbolton, Ohio, this year in 
Licking County. The bladelet was found 
by Nick Vinka of Shadyside, Ohio, in 
Licking County in 1984 - some seventeen 
years separating their discoveries. 

Having the identical distinct banding 
with blue-gray centers, they appear to 
have originated from the same block of 
flint. 

Figure 1 (Mocic) Hopewell core and bladelet from Licking 
County 
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PALEO KNIFE FOUND IN PERRY COUNTY 
by 

John M. Mocic 
Box 170, Rt. 1 Valley Drive 
Dilles Bottom, Ohio 43947 

This Paleo knife was found in Perry 
County, Ohio, in May 2001. It was on a 
second terrace above a small stream. It is 
made of Indiana hornstone, or Wyandotte 
chert, which occurs in a nodular form in 
southern Indiana in Harrison and adjacent 
counties. Wynadotte chert was a major 
source of flint for more than 12,000 years. 

The knife is unifacial and appears to 
have been split along a fault line in the 
nodule from which is was made. It has 
classic bilateral flaking similar to that 
seen on other Paleo artifacts with exten
sive ribbon flaking on the outer convex 
surface and minimal flaking on the inner 
surface. One edge has been dulled. 

Figure 1 (Mocic) Obverse of Paleo knife. Figure 1 (Mocic) Reverse side showing fault 
line of nodule. 

MOSS AGATE DOVETAIL 
by 

John M. Mocic 
Box 170, Rt. 1 Valley Drive 
Dilles Bottom, Ohio 43947 

This dovetail is made of Flint Ridge flint 
which greatly resembles moss-agate 
when held to the light. Flint is defined as 
being a variety of quartz (silicon dioxide) 
often with iron or aluminum which gives 
it its color. This variety of Flint Ridge flint 
was highly favored by many early cul
tures, especially the Hopewell people. 
This rare stone also caught the eye of the 
Archaic knapper who made this Dovetail. 

Photographing this Dovetail to show its 
translucency was accomplished by 
placing it on white styrofoam and 
reflecting sunlight from a mirror placed 
below it. 

Figure 1 (Mocic) Flint Ridge moss-agate 
Dovetail 3 inches long. It was found in 
Washington County, Ohio. 
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A KENTUCKY CACHE OF CARTER CAVE BLADES 
by 

Gilbert Cooper 
10416 Francis Road 

Winchester, Ohio 45697 

This unusual cache of Adena blades 
was found by Harold Carroll on his farm 
while bulldozing for a barn near Grayson, 
Carter County, Kentucky. There are 100 
blades - all made of Carter Cave flint and 
four arrowheads. Most unusual was the 
inclusion of an Adena slate pendant 
shown in the left center of the picture. ••••••tilt 

IMttfttttt 
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Figure 1 (Cooper) Kentucky cache of 100 Carter Cave flint blades, four arrowheads and an 
Adena pendant. 
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A KENTUCKY HOPEWELL POINT 

This large Hopewell Point was found by 
ASO member Stephen Lewis of Man
chester, Ohio in April of 1994. Slightly 
more than four inches in length, it is 
made of Carter Cave Flint. Mr. Lewis 
found this artifact near Mayslick, Mason 
County, Kentucky. 

References 
Converse, Robert N. 
1994 Ohio Flint Types, Archaeological 

Society of Ohio 
Columbus 

by 
Stephen Kelley 

P.O. Box #1 
Seaman, Ohio 45679 

I 

Figure 1 (Kelley) Large Hopewell Point found near Mayslick, Kentucky 

MEETING NOTICE 

TWO DAY MEETING SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY, NOV. 17th AND 18th, 2001 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio's first 
two-day meeting will be held at the 
Aladdin Shrine Temple, 3850 Stelzer 
Road, Columbus, Ohio. There will be 164 
reserved tables as well as free tables for 
displays and exhibits. Chapters, individ
uals, displayers, exhibitors, sellers, 
buyers, exchangers should reserve their 
tables now to avoid delays. Unreserved 
tables will be first come, first served. 

DISPLAYS-EXHIBITS-BOOKS-
ARTIFACTS-FIELD FOUND CONTEST-
SILENT AUCTION-RAFFLE-AWARDS 

FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 
Executive Secretary Len Weidner, 13706 
Robins Rd., Westerville, OH 43082 
Telephone 1 -740-965-2968 -
Cell Phone 614-204-9693 -
E-mail LenWeidner@aol.com 
DR. JAMES ADOVASIO TO SPEAK AT 
THE NOVEMBER MEETING 
Dr. James Adovasio, one of America's 

foremost archaeologists, will speak 
Sunday morning November 18th at 10:30 
AM. Dr. Adovasio is the excavator of the 
Meadowcroft Rockshelter, one of the 
oldest archaeological sites in North 
America. He is a world's recognized 
expert on basketry and weaving. We are 
fortunate in having Dr. Adovasio - don't 
miss this chance to hear one of the most 
articulate and engaging speakers. 
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EXCELLENT MAHONING SUMMER SHOW 
by 

Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Rd. 

Stow, Ohio 44224 

The Mahoning Valley Chapter sponsored 
an outstanding summer show in Churchill 
Park near Youngstown. The show was well 
attended by ASO and community mem
bers alike and drew attention from the local 
television media. There was a good combi
nation of local artifact displays and displays 
of material from around Ohio, as well as 
other areas of the country. 

Several members of the Mahoning Valley 
Chapter shared their collections. Leo Sum
mers showed several excellent Paleo Lan-
colate Points, which included examples 
from Mahoning, Portage, Summit, as well 
as other Ohio counties. Mark Stephan's 
display of stone and flint surface finds 
included a cache of 20 blades that he 
found in Mahoning County's Springfield 
Township (Figure 1). Interestingly, these 20 
blades were made of different colors and 
types of flint material. Ralph Conti from 
Lowellville, Ohio and three of his grandsons 
- John Wilaj, Greg Haren and Tom Haren -
showed some of the 600+ artifacts the 
family has found in the Mahoning County 
area, (figure 2) 

Pennsylvania members were also well 
represented at the show. Carl and Judith 
Storti - members of the King Beaver 
Chapter of the ASO - displayed western 
Pennsylvania and some Ohio artifacts, 
including an Adena gorget from Warsaw, 
Ohio. Chris Osborne of Mercer County, 
Pennsylvania displayed 17 frames of his 
Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania 
artifacts. Chris' display included two oval 

shaped gorgets made of slate and a mag
nificent white quartzite bird effigy pipe that 
was featured in a past Ohio Archaeologist. 

Exhibits of slate artifacts were among the 
highlights of the show. Tom Noakes dis
played 10 slate lizard effigies along with 
banner stones and copper artifacts that 
once were part of the Meuser collection. 
Michael Barron also exhibited slate animal 
effigies, including a unique turtle head 
effigy. 

There were also items from other areas 
of the country. William Piatt shared exam
ples of flint hoes found in Illinois and an 
unusual grouping of grooved axes, which 
he said were called "Hohokam axes" from 
Arizona. Additionally, Rick Schwartz had a 
large display of colorful, translucent Florida 
coral blades and fossilized mammoth and 
other animal bones. 

Figure 1 (Rusnak) Mark Stephan dis
plays a cache of 20 blades he found in 
Mahoning County 

Figure 2 (Rusnak) John Wilaj, Greg 
Haren and Tom Haren displayed some 
of the 600+ artifacts found by their 
family 

An ASO Summer show was held on 
August 19, 2001 at Seaman's Fort in Erie 
County. The well-attended program was 
co-sponsored by the Sandusky Bay and 
Their Fires are Cold Chapters. 

The Chapters presented three awards. 
The "Best of Show" award was given to 
Rich Schwartz's exhibit of Florida material, 
which included colorful translucent blades 
made of coral, as well as coral nodules and 
numerous fossils and mammoth teeth. 
Robert Zana earned the "Best Site" award. 
His extensive display of personally-found 
Ashland and Coshocton County artifacts 
covered two tables, and included an 
unusual, large hand axe. Frank Myers 
received the "Best Type" award for his 
Dovetail display. 

Other interesting exhibits at the show 
included Steve House's display, which 
contained a rare double-tipped point, and 

ASO SUMMER SHOW AT SEAMAN'S FORT 
by 

Michael Rusnak 
4642 Friar Rd. 

Stow, Ohio 44224 

Mike Barron's always fascinating slate 
artifacts. 

Andrew Schneider and David 
Stothers of the University of 
Toledo led a tour of the Seaman's 
Fort earth works. This well-known 
site high on the bluff above the 
confluence of the west branch of 
the Huron River and Hunt Creek 
is believed to have had a defen
sive purpose. The guides dated 
the site between 600 and 1000 
AD during the Woodland Period, 
and discussed excavations done 
during the 1990s. Seaman's Fort 
had 5 house structures along with 
fire hearths and pit features. 
Excavations also revealed two 
burials - both of which showed 
signs of violence. The three sets 
of well-preserved earthen walls 

and ditches on the northern approach to 
the Fort can be seen in figure 1. 

Figure 1 (Rusnak) Laurie Plymale of the Sandusky Bay 
Chapter stands on the northern earthworks of Seaman's 
Fort. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Ancient Encounters - Kennewick Man and the First Americans 

by 
James C. Chatters 

Simon and Schuster - Price $26.00 

Although the Kennewick controversy 
has generated many articles, editorials 
and even a couple of books, Ancient 
Encounters is the only first-hand account 
of the events surrounding the discovery 
of the nearly 10,000 year-old Kennewick 
Man in Washington. Anthropologist 
James Chatters gives a readable and 
concise narrative of his involvement and 
the attempts by him and other scientists 
to study the skeleton. It also details the 
government efforts to prevent any study 
whatever. 

For those not familiar with the Ken
newick fiasco, this is the story in a nut
shell. The skeleton was discovered in the 
shallow waters of the Columbia River in 
1996 by two young men watching boat 
races. The bones were taken to Dr. 
James Chatters, who is also a forensic 
anthropologist. At first glance, Chatters 
believed the bones to be those of an 
early pioneer since the skull appeared to 
be that of a white man. At that point there 
was little interest in the skeleton. How
ever, while cleaning the bones Chatters 
found a flint projectile point buried in the 
pelvis - a 10,000 year-old Cascade point! 
A radiocarbon date of 9,500 years made 
this one of the oldest human finds in 
North America. 

When news reached the press of the 
discovery of a 10,000 year-old human 
skeleton which did not resemble that of 
present day Indians but which looked 
more like a white man a great deal of 
interest among archaeologists and 

anthropologists over the entire continent 
was generated. New World human skele
tons from this period are rare in the 
extreme and only a handful are known. 

But this news also caused the wheels 
of the federal bureaucracy to begin to 
turn. Indian groups immediately laid 
claim to the bones under provisions of 
the NAGPRA law - and the bureaucrats, 
who pander to their every claim and who 
furnish the lawyers to press their claims, 
just as quickly went to work. The 
Columbia River is under the jurisdiction 
of the Army Corps of Engineers and, at 
the urging of National Park Service, 
immediately took charge of the bones 
and control of the site where they were 
found. The Corps of Engineers used 
industrial helicopters to cover the site of 
the find with large rocks and then planted 
it to trees - and thus destroyed one of 
the most important archaeological sites 
in the New World. The goverment 
bureaucrats, violating court orders, then 
allowed various Indian groups, and one 
religious fringe group, to handle the 
bones - thereby compromising efforts to 
get accurate DNA samples. 

As a result of the government's 
absolute refusal to allow examination of 
Kennewick Man by leading anthropolo
gists and archaeologists, a suit was filed 
by eight of America's most respected sci
entists asking that the courts allow them 
access to the bones for study. The gov
ernment dispatched Justice Department 
lawyers - at a cost of several millions of 

dollars - to fight this suit and the case is 
now under study. If the suit - which 
simply asks that anthropologists and 
archaeologists be allowed to study this 
important find - does not prevail it will be 
a dark day for science. The reader will 
appreciate the difficulties, many totally 
illegal, which the government burdens 
scientists with. Chatters also lists and 
describes the few other North American 
10,000 year-old skeletal finds and the 
reader will be interested to learn that 
these early skeletons - at least those 
which haven't been reclaimed by the 
government - also do not resemble 
present day Indians. 

This combination of sycophantic gov
ernment bureaucrats, political correct
ness, and politics which Chatters had to 
deal with, threatens the prospect of 
future scientific investigation of anything 
from prehistory. If the case of the scien
tists, paid for by voluntary contributions 
from the public, is lost to the government 
it may well be the death knell for the sci
ences of archaeology and anthropology. 

This book is highly recommended for 
anyone interested in the Kennewick Man 
discovery and the exciting new theories 
of the peopling of the New World which it 
has generated. Only by studying these 
finds can we ever answer the questions 
about the first New World inhabitants and 
when they arrived. 

Robert N. Converse 

SPECIAL ARCHAEOLOGY ASSOCIATION EDITION 

NORTH AMERICAN 
ARCHAEOLOGIST 

Published quarterly, the North American Archaeologist is the only 
general journal dedicated solely to North America, offering total 
coverage of archaeological activity in the United States, Canada 
and Northern Mexico (excluding Mesoamerica). 

The North American Archaeologist surveys all aspects of 
prehistoric and historic archaeology within an evolutionary 
perspective, from Paleo-lndian to industrial sites. It accents the 
results of resource management and contract archaeology, the 
newest growth areas in archaeology, often neglected in other 
publications. The journal regularly and reliably publishes work 
based on state and local activities, along with the more traditional 
academic-museum projects. 

BAYWOOD PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 
26 Austin Avenue, Box 337, AmityviQe, NY 11701 

call (631) 691-1270 »fax (631) 691-1770 • toll-free orderline (800) 638-7819 
e-mail: baywood@baywood.com • web site: http://baywood.com 
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A CONVERSATION WITH JAMES CHATTERS AUTHOR OF ANCIENT 
ENCOUNTERS: KENNEWICK MAN AND THE FIRST AMERICANS 

Q. When you were called in to investigate the 
skeleton now known as Kennewick Man, what 
was your first impression? Who did you think you 
were looking at? 
A After first examining the skull, and assuming that 
the skull was fairly recent. I thought he was someone 
of European ancestry. This impression was reinforced 
when I went to the discovery site and saw artifacts 
from an early homestead among the bones. It 
seemed he was most likely an early settler. 
Q. What made you suspect that this first impres
sion might be wrong? 
A The day after the discovery I was cleaning soil from 
the skeleton and saw a gray object, which turned out 
to be a stone spear-point, healed inside the pelvis. 
This artifact was made in a style that was most 
common between 9.000 and 5,000 years ago and it 
raised the possibility that this man might be from a 
much earlier time. 
Q. You sent a sample of bone out for radiocarbon 
dating and learned that Kennewick Man was 
nearly 9,500 years old. How did you feel when you 
first heard this? 
A. It was a mixture of exhilaration and disappoint
ment. Exhilaration at being involved in the discovery 
of one of the most complete early human fossils yet 
found in the Americas. Disappointment in the knowl
edge that the bones were likely to be turned over to 
local Indian tribes before I could learn all the knowl
edge they contained. 
Q. What happened next? 
A The government ordered me to stop all studies just 
a few days after the dating results were announced, 
and then the Coroner came for the bones. I experi
enced a profound sense of failure. Here I had been 
given an opportunity to tell the story of someone from 
long ago — to share his life with present and future 
generations of Americans — and I had so much left to 
do, so many questions left unanswered. 
Q. Despite having the Kennewick Man skeleton 
taken away so quickly, you were able to learn a lot 
in the short time you had the bones. Can you tell 
us a little bit about him? 

A He was a tall, old man who had arthritis in his neck, 
a weakened left arm, and walked with a limp from the 
spear embedded in his hip. His chest heaved in and 
out as he breathed, and the old wound in his hip 
would erupt every so often and bleed pus down the 
back of his leg. He was one tough old fellow. 
Q. In addition to losing such an important find, this 
case has also been difficult for you personally, 
hasn't ft? 

A There have been many accusations — that I vio
lated various federal laws, that I intentionally tried to 
hurt Indian people by suggesting they weren't the first 
Americans, that I am somehow in league with white 
supremacists because I used the word Caucasoid in 
characterizing Kennewick Man's features. One of the 
most frightening aspects was when the Corps of 
Engineers fingered me when they discovered, more 
than a year after taking possession of the skeleton, 
that some large bones were missing. I was. and may 
still be, under investigation by the FBI as a result. 
Q. I know you're sympathetic to the plight of 
American Indians and have been instrumental in 
seeing some of their ancestors reburied. Why did 

you oppose their claim for Kennewick Man? 
A I do not believe that their claim for Kennewick Man 
is valid. In the other cases you refer to, in which I 
assisted with reburial efforts, the skeletons were 
much more recent and could be linked directly with 
modern-day tribes. In many cases the bones came 
from cemeteries known by tribal elders. Kennewick 
Man comes from a much earlier time, when cultures 
were very different. He is very distinct in his physical 
characteristics. From what I can see, he is a represen
tative of a people who are now extinct. Human fossils 
from the very distant past, with no discernible links to 
modern communities, are some of our most precious 
treasures. They give us a glimpse into the lives of our 
earliest predecessors on this continent. To bury them 
without learning all they have to teach us is to deny all 
of humanity access to the fullness of the human story. 
It also denies these ancient folk their rightful place in 
that story. 

Q. Despite your observations that Kennewick Man 
was different from modern Indians, the govern
ment quickly announced its intentions to hand him 
over to local tribes for reburial. Yet why has that 
reburial not taken place? 
A. At the eleventh hour, after exhausting all other 
options, a group of eight prominent archaeologists 
and anthropologists filed suit in federal court to stop 
the repatriation and to be granted the right to study 
the skeleton. The government has spent five years 
and nearly $2,000,000 fighting these eight academics 
and their two pro bono attorneys. In the process, the 
government has commissioned nearly a dozen 
studies of the skeleton, ancient cultures, language, 
and folklore to try to link Kennewick Man with modern 
tribes. The White House and Congress have even 
gotten involved. 

Q. Where does the lawsuit stand now? 
A The case is currently scheduled to be heard in a 
Portland. Oregon. Federal Court on June 19. Lawyers 
for both sides are busy drafting their briefs and 
preparing themselves to argue the case before the 
judge. He should render his opinion some time in July. 
Q. Could Kennewick Man just be a very unusual 
American Indian, as some have suggested? 
A If he were the only individual with his charactens-
tics, yes, that could be true. But he is not unique. We 
have found a second skull, which I refer to in the book 
as Kennewick Man's "Brother" in a local museum. He 
was so similar to Kennewick Man that we radio
carbon dated his bone and learned he too is more 
than 9,000 years old. In fact, none of the earliest 
Americans, North or South, resemble American 
Indians. 

Q. You traveled throughout the US and elsewhere 
to study these other early human skeletons. Why 
did you do this and what did you learn? 
A I wanted to see how Kennewick Man fit in with 
other ancient Americans — was he an anomaly or 
were there others like him? I found that the earliest 
Americans, who we now call the Paleo-Americans. 
differed in their appearance from all modern peoples, 
especially modern American Indians. The North 
Americans have their closest similarity to the Ainu 
people of Japan and to the Polynesians: South Ameri
cans are more like Australians or Africans. The men 
generally lived long, eventful (read dangerous) lives; 

the women died very young. 
Q. What does this mean? Were the first South 
Americans from Australia and the first North 
Americans Polynesians or Ainu? 
A No. The earliest skeletons from Europe and Asia 
also look more like Australians, Polynesians, or Ainu 
people than they do any other modern humans. What 
this means is that the earliest Americans arrived 
before Homo sapiens had diverged into local groups 
we erroneously call races. They are representatives of 
the human prototype from which we all sprang as 
little as 50,000-60.000 years ago. 
Kennewick Man and the other Paleo-Americans seem 
to be telling us that we have been wrong about the 
peopling of the Americas. The conventional wisdom 
has held that a single group of hunters from eastern 
Siberia crossed the Bering Land bridge and gave rise 
to all later peoples of the western hemisphere. It how 
appears that the peopling was a more lengthy and 
complex process, involving multiple waves of immi
gration by people from different parts of the Eurasian 
continent. 
It looks like people bearing what we now think of as 
Asian features arrived in the Americas in a second (or 
third or fourth) wave of migration, apparently out of 
eastern Siberia. Gradually in some areas, quickly in 
others, people with their genetic makeup and physical 
characteristics came to dominate the hemisphere. 
The evidence from archaeological sites and human 
fossils indicates the Paleo-Americans are also from 
Asia, but probably from central Eurasia by way of the 
East Asian Coast, hence their similarity with the Ainu 
and Polynesians, who are also ultimately from that 
coastal region. 
Q. Jim, what draws you to your profession, 
studying ancient human skeletons? 
A These skeletons give us the only true glimpse into 
the lives of our forebears. In the words of my col
league Doug Owsley, a skeleton is a diary of a human 
life, recording experiences of early growth, habitual 
behaviors, injuries, diseases, and often the manner of 
death. In studying a skeleton you get to know its 
former occupant intimately — get a real sense of his 
or her life as he or she lived it. Sometimes you even 
feel a presence with you — I know that doesn't sound 
very scientific but most of my colleagues would say 
the same thing. 

Back cover: A Four Holed Shell Gorget 
This shell gorget, probably 
originating with the Red 
Ocher culture, was found in 
a plowed field near Eliza-
bethtown, Hamilton County, 
Ohio. Finder Paul Fritch of 
Cleves, Ohio, also salvaged 
other materials which had 
been turned up by the plow 
and which will be published 
in a complete article in a 
later issue of the Ohio 
Archaeologist. 
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OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio is organized to discover and conserve archaeological sites and material within the State 
of Ohio, to seek and promote a better understanding among students and collectors of archaeological material, professional 
and non-professional, including individuals, museums, and institutions of learning, and to disseminate knowledge on the 
subject of archaeology. Membership in the society shall be open to any person of good character interested in archaeology 
or the collecting of American Indian artifacts, upon acceptance of written application and payment of dues. 


