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OFFICERS PAGE 
In 1984 and beyond we will need to 

identify interested individuals who will 
help to lead what has become one of 
the largest and most successful state 
archaeological societies in the country. 
Every organization needs a transfusion 
of new talent, particularly one growing 
as fast as ours. What is needed is 
interest and energy, not a wealth of 
knowledge about indian relics or a 
minimum number of years of member
ship in the A.S.O. You will help guide 
our current activities and help plan for 
an even more successful future. 

We all derive so much pleasure from 
our collecting interests and the fine 
magazine that Bob Converse has devel
oped. We should maintain the same 
level of excellence in our officer and 
trustee group. For years the writer "held 
back" from actively participating, other 
than attending meetings. My attitude 
was, let someone else do the dirty work, 
III keep a low profile and maintain my 
anonymity. But as the years went by, 
my thoughts became influenced by the 
friendships made while collecting arti
facts, mostly at A.S.O. meetings. Per
haps I should get more involved and in 
this way return others kindnesses to 
me. The rest is history. As a committee 
member, chairman or officer since 
1977, I have come to realize that, 
although my investment of time has 
been limited, the small efforts we all 
can make will help our society grow 
and offer relevant programs. 

In May, 1984, we will elect new 
officers and trustees for at least the 
next two years. Their will be a new 
President, Vice President, Executive 
Secretary, Treasurer, Recording Secre
tary and four new trustees. In addition, 
we will need to appoint members to 
various committees and appoint a chair
person for each committee. I would like 
to challenge every chapter President, 
chapter member and each society 
member to think about helping us in an 
official capacity with the A. S. O, Then 
come forward and indicate your interest 
to a current officer. No one who is 
willing to help will be overlooked. Your 
personal reward will come from being a 
contributing part of the leadership of 
the most successful archaeological 
society in the country. Let's all pitch in! 
We need your contribution! 

Vice President 
D. R. Gehlbach 
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The Hedrick Ashtabula 
By 

John Winsch 
Newark, Ohio 

To every collector of fine artifacts, 
there comes a once in a lifetime addi
tion to his collection, and mine is the 
magnificent Ashtabula pictured on the 
cover. It was found in 1975 by Dale 
Hedrick in the course of cultivating land 
owned by his father, Dice Hedrick, in 
section 12, Bethlehem Twp., Coshoc
ton County, Ohio. In the field in which it 
was found, two rises come together 
forming a "Y" with the confluence 
commanding an excellent view of the 
surrounding countryside. The Hedricks 
have found several hundred artifacts in 
this limited area. They are from all time 
periods, testifying to the site's attraction 
to prehistoric man over a long time 
range. Among these finds were three 
or four other fragmentary large Ashta
bula points which I hope to photograph 
and picture later. Unlike the proverbial 
sad story, none of these broken pieces 

were so large or well chipped as the 
one shown on the cover. There is a 
possibility that there may have origi
nally been a cache of these superb 
points. 

The extreme scarcity of large flint 
points of any type attests to the level of 
craftsmanship required to produce 
them. To reduce a very large biface to 
such a thin and symmetrical seven inch 
point is a technical challenge for the 
finest flint knapper. This is the work of a 
prehistoric expert—a true artist. 

Dale Hedrick, the finder of the point, 
is interested in artifacts and knew it 
was an outstanding piece, but it did not 
hold quite the meaning for him that it 
does for the avid collector. On one 
occasion, after showing it to some 
friends at a filling station, he drove away 
and only after going more than a mile 
did he remember that he had left the 

point behind. Miraculously, it was still 
there when he returned. 

Despite a very hectic work schedule, 
he and his wife, Janie, kindly let me 
drop in on them from time to time to 
handle and admire the point. They both 
recognized my sincere appreciation of 
its quality and beauty. For some time, 
however, Dale would not part with it as 
he knew that it would upset his father. 
An amicable solution was finally found 
when it was decided that the proceeds 
would be set aside for Dale's daughter, 
Jamie, who is a favorite of her grand
father, and thus the objection was 
withdrawn. 

It has been one of my greatest satis
factions in acquiring this superb Ashta
bula and it has been made even more 
satisfactory by establishing a firm 
friendship with this fine family. Both 
will be treasured forever. 

Fig. I (Winsch) Dice and Dale Hedrick and the seven inch Ashtabula point found on their farm in Coshocton County, Ohio. 
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Human Face Effigy Pipes, A Fascinating Study 
By 

D. R. Gehlbach 
3435 Sciotangy Dr. 

Columbus, Ohio 

Among the pipe styles of the late 
prehistoric and proto historic-periods, 
the human face effigy forms dominate 
in terms of the number of effigies found 
and their association with virtually all of 
the societies living in the central region 
of the country including Ohio. Pottery 
examples are extremely rare and stone 
portraitures modeled in an ovoid shape 
are predominent. All are of individual
ized design and a few include facial 
decoration and detailed workmanship. 

The prevailing conjecture is that the 
spiritual or personal needs of the 
smoker are conveyed through the 
human impersonation, the pipes' smoke 
functioning being the carrier of the 
individual's message to the "super
natural" world. This theory seems far 
more intriguing than simply describing 

this pipe form as an elaborate model of 
an utilitarian object. It is more interest
ing to speculate on the use of pre
historic pipes than to describe their 
application in mundane terms even 
though the statements cannot be pro
ven, historical evidence notwithstanding. 
The unending variety of these smoking 
instruments and their lifelike artistic 
elaboration provides us with a fascinat
ing study of primitive man. 

The illustrated examples were both 
found in a general area dominated by 
the Iroquoian families during the very 
late prehistoric and early historic peri
ods. They can be dated from about 
1300 to 1650 AD. 

The pipe on the left of Figure 1 was 
found in western New York state and is 
crafted from a coarse sandstone matrix. 

Facial decoration, including perhaps 
some painted features, are portrayed in 
detail. On the right is a hardstone pipe 
which was found in Belmont County, 
Ohio. The crude workmanship often 
seen in this effigy form is apparent in 
this example. Both of these pipes fea
ture an enlarged bowl which tapers to a 
yt inch diameter stem opening about 
half way down the rear side of the pipe. 
Evidently, cane, bone or wooden stems 
were used in smoking these pipes. No 
evidence remains of the stem attach
ments. 

As indicated earlier in this article, the 
fascination with these highly original 
pipes is the lifelike features they pre
sent. Numerous examples are known 
in both Ohio and surrounding states. 

• H B B ^ ^ H I 
Fig. 1 (Gehlbach) Left to right, an early historic human face effigy pipe from western New York and a similar late prehistoric pipe from 
Belmont County, Ohio. 



Among the rarest art forms of primi
tive man are sculptured three dimen
sional human figures. Best known in 
North American archaeology is the 
celebrated Adena Pipe. Called "the 
most publicized artifact ever discovered 
in Ohio," it was featured on the cover of 
the Winter 1977 issue of the Ohio 
Archaeologist. An accompanying edi
torial note observed: "Excavated from 
the original Adena mound on the estate 
of Thomas Worthington near Chilli-
cothe, Ohio, in 1901 by William C. Mills, 
it has been pictured and illustrated in 
more archaeological publications than 
any other prehistoric piece of art. This 
unique 8 inch high tubular pipe is the 
skillfully and artistically carved effigy of 
a dwarf. His hair arrangement, clothing, 
and ear spools, as well as his anatomy 
are carefully depicted. Colorful Ohio 
pipestone was used as the artist's 
medium with the front a light buff color 
and back a soft pink—colors typical of 
this native stone." 

Perhaps the most spectacular find in 
1979 of the archaeological mitigation 
project involving the construction of an 
inter-state bypass of St. Louis, Missouri 
on the Illinois side of the Mississippi 
River in and around the Cahokia Mound 
complex was the "Birger Figurine." It 
was featured on the cover of the Winter 
1980 issue of the Ohio Archaeologist. 
Depicting a kneeling human female 
striking the body of a snake with a 
hafted hoe, the 8 inch high greenish-
tan figurine was sculptured from baux
ite and, according to Nicholas E. Hakiel 
of the project staff, "is thought to sym
bolize the agrarian dependency of the 
Mississippian peoples" of the late pre
historic era. 

The Delaware Figurine 
By 

Phillip R.Shriver 
Miami University, Oxford 

Then on the cover of the Winter 1981 
issue of the Ohio Archaeologist there 
was featured the Fremont Figurine, a 
57/16 inch high representation of a human 
male fashioned from red Minnesota 
pipestone or catlinite. Unearthed with 
other artifacts in 1891 in the course of 
a street excavation in downtown Fre
mont, it combines such stylized ele
ments as an extended torso, over
developed facial features, and under
developed extremities. According to 
Stanley W. Baker of the Ohio Historical 
Society, "the figurine is a final expres
sion of the traditional use of catlinite 
late in the 18th century during the 
occupation of Junqueindundeh" (the 
present city of Fremont, or Lower 
Sandusky as it also was once known) 
during the years 1760-1795 by the 
"Tionontati Huron and other remnant 
tribes from Ontario, Canada, which 
might be collectively referred to as 
Wyandot." Baker concludes: "Surely 
this artifact must be considered a folk 
art form or a primitive art form." 

These three separate issues of the 
Ohio Archaeologist, each highlighting 
a sculptured human figurine of a dif
ferent cultural era—Early Woodland, 
Mississippian, and Historic Contact, 
have prompted the recall of another 
though much less imposing figurine 
which I first saw in 1954. It was at that 
time that a student I had in a class in 
Ohio History, following several intro
ductory sessions on prehistory, brought 
in a small torso effigy of finegrained 
bluish-gray felsite (see Fig. 1) which 
her grandfather had found near the 
Olentangy River in the city of Delaware 
in Delaware County. Human female in 
form, the sculptured effigy was without 

head, arms, or legs, all of which ap
peared to have been broken off. (See 
Figs. 2, 3, and 4.) The torso which 
remained was about 1 % inches high, VB 
inches wide, and 7/16 inches thick. One 
can assume that the original unbroken 
effigy was probably some 2 inches in 
height, the other dimensions remaining 
constant. Apparently no other cultural 
material was in close association with 
the figurine at the time of its discovery, 
hence the cultural horizon with which it 
was identified remains obscure. My 
personal conjecture is that the piece is 
late prehistoric or early historic. As 
Baker concluded in the instance of the 
Fremont Figurine, this artifact too should 
be considered a folk art form or a 
primitive art form. 

References 
Baker. Stanley W. 

1981 The Fremont Figurine" in Ohio 
Archaeologist, Vol. 31, No. 1, pp. 
4-6. 

Converse, Robert N. 
1977 Editorial Note on Front and Back 

Covers" in Ohio Archaeologist, Vol, 
27, No. 1, p.3. 

Hakiel, Nicholas E. 
1980 The FAI-270 Archaeological Miti

gation Project in Illinois" in Ohio 
Archaeologist, Vol. 30, No 1, pp. 
4-7. 

Morgan, Richard G. 
1954 Outline of Culture in the Ohio 

Region" in James B. Griffin, editor, 
Archaeology of the Eastern United 
States (University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago). 

Webb. William S.. and Baby, Raymond S. 
1957 The Adena People-No. 2 (Ohio 

Historical Society, Columbus). 
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Fig. 1 (Shriver) Front view of the Delaware figurine. Fig. 2 (Shriver) Rear view of the same torso effigy. 

Fig. 3 (Shriver) Left side view. 
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Fig. 4 (Shriver) Right side view. 



Every Find Is Incredible 
By 

Barbara Motts 
7050 Refugee Road 

Canal Winchester, Ohio 

I am always amazed by the excite
ment that overcomes me when I find a 
particularly interesting artifact, and the 
discovery of this beautiful little slate 
gorget was no exception. This piece 
has all the features of a common rec
tangular gorget, such as: a length of 3 
inches, a width of 1 inch, rounded 

corners, and a smooth surface. But its 
most pleasing characteristics are the 
brownish color and the deep grooves 
in the drilled holes which are revealed 
by the photograph. This gorget is drilled 
from both sides, while only one side 
shows the deep grooves. I found this 
artifact along Blacklick Creek in April, 

1983. Often, we surface hunt expecting 
to find nothing, but if you take the time 
to look, you may be pleasantly sur
prised! 

Reference 
1978 Converse, Robert N. 

Ohio Slate Types. Revised June, 
PP.32 

Fig. 1 (Motts) Obverse of rectangular gorget. Note grooves near perforations. 

Fig. 2 (Motts) Reverse side of brown slate gorget. 
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An Added Note to the Eschbaugh Cache Find 
By Don I. Blue 

613 7th St. 
Marietta, Ohio 45750 

I was interested to read of the Esch
baugh discovery described in the Ohio 
Archaeologist. The enclosed photo
graph shows artifacts found by Ralph 
Buell during the 1920s on his farm 
which is about Y4 mile from the site of 
the Eschbaugh find. There had been a 
large flat rock in a field which had been 

plowed for many years but which was 
too large to be removed by horses. 
When Mr. Buell got a tractor he decided 
it was time to remove the rock and 
beneath it he discovered a burial. The 
bones disintegrated during the opera
tion but he brought me the pieces 
shown in the illustration. 

The black flint piece is 6% inches 
long —it and the trophy type axe in the 
second row are the outstanding pieces. 
These were in my collection for fifty 
years but are now in the possession of 
my grandson, Christy Blue Holzapfel of 
Marietta, Ohio. 

* y t 

Fig. 1 (Blue) Artifacts found on the Buell farm in the 1920's. 



A Geniculate With a Short Tail 
By C.J. O'Neill 

1701 E. Barden Rd. 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Little did I suspect when I purchased 
this geniculate bannerstone with the 
truncated tail that it had been in at least 
three famous collections. Perhaps other 
col lectors sought out this Warren 
County, Ohio, bannerstone for the 
reason I wanted it. Although it is not 
especially classic looking, it is an inter
esting and even important example in 
the development of the scarce archaic 
geniculate. 

Byron Knoblock, in his Bannerstones 
of the North American Indian, argues 
that the geniculate bannerstone devel
oped from broken southern double-
edged primary forms. It follows that the 
early geniculates, being fashioned from 
modest primary forms, should show 
rather modest "tails". 

To i l lustrate his point, Knoblock 
showed two truncated bannerstones— 
Nos. 1 and 2, on page 349. I had no 
idea when I turned to his book that the 
No. 2 bannerstone is the one I had 

acquired that day. But a close com
parison of the picture and the banner
stone shows that the banding, like a 
fingerprint, is identical. So, too, are the 
dimensions, form and county of origin. 

According to Knoblock's reference, 
the bannerstone was in the collection 
of B. W. Stephens of Quicy, Illinois, 
when the book was published in 1939. 
On the opposite side of Knoblock's 
illustration are the words "Ft. Ancient 
Ohio." in white ink. The choice of white 
ink, the abbreviated "Ft.", the period 
after "Ohio", the placement of the word 
"Ohio." flush right under Ancient", all 
indicate the bannerstone once be
longed to E. W. Payne of Springfield, 
Illinois. (See, for example, the markings 
on relics purchased by James L. Whit
ney from the Payne collection, page 
352 in Who's Who In Indian Relics, No. 
4). Stephens probably purchased the 
geniculate from the Payne estate about 
1935. 

Finally, the blank-in "Parks" on the 
green banded slate indicates the Cam
eron Parks also added this modest 
bannerstone to his collection. In fact 
the former owner informed me he had 
acquired the bannerstone from the 
Parks sale last year. 

Thus, this small bannerstone has a 
long and illustrious history and has 
been in a number of important col
lections. 

References 
Converse, Robert N. 

1978 Ohio Slate Types. Archaeological 
Society of Ohio 

Knoblock, Byron W. 
1939 Banner-Stones of the North Ameri

can Indian. LaGrange, III. Privately 
printed. 
Parks, Cameron and Thompson, 
BenW. 

1976 WAio s Who in Indian Relics 
No. 4. Kirkwood, Mo. Pri
vately printed. 

Fig. 1 (O'Neill) Geniculate bannerstone from Warren County, Ohio. Its'dimen
sions are l'-Vu by 2Vt inches. 
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An Unusual Fluted Point 
By Lar Hothem 

65 Oberle 
Carroll, OH 43112 

An Ohio fluted point was acquired 
from the finder in 1953, when the writer 
was 15 years old. It was picked up 
several miles below Coshocton, above 
the floodplains of the Muskingum River 
Valley. 

Eastern fluted points have been found 
in some number in Ohio. This example 
is VA in. long, and 1^16 in. wide at the 
high shoulders. It is made from a glossy, 
mottled grey and tan flint, with brownish-
cream inclusions. The lower sides are 
well-ground for % in., and the base is 
incurvate and very lightly ground. 

Both faces are fully and well fluted, 
the channel extending nearly the full 
length on each side. Careful retouch 
chipping in the base and tip regions 
apparently removed additional flute-

channel scars in these areas. 
This point seems significant for two 

reasons. One is that complete fluted 
points are fairly rare, compared with 
other flint projectile points, because 
relatively few were ever made. And, 
many have been damaged or destroyed 
by strikes from farming equipment. 

The second reason for the writer's 
interest in this point lies in the fluting, 
and no other similar example is person
ally known. When fluting was done, high-
quality flint retains the force-marks which 
radiate from the source of the blow in 
random concentric lines. These are like 
portions of ripples when a stone is 
dropped into a quiet pool; in good flint, 
these ripple-marks are frozen forever in 
time. 

On one side of the point this fluting 
"signature" radiates from about the 

center of the base, which is typical and 
expected. On the opposite face, how
ever, the percussion ridges or ripples 
arrive —not from the base —but from the 
tip. This means that this particular point 
was fluted on both faces and in a similar 
and admirable manner, but in a totally 
different way. It seems to have been 
fluted from opposite directions. 

Thus, the question: Is this fluted point 
a one-of-a-kind curiosity, or were other 
Ohio fluted points made in the same 
way? A close examination of other full-
face fluted points may produce some 
interesting results. The writer welcomes 
any correspondence on the subject. 

Fig. 1 (Hothem) Obverse of Ohio fluted point, showing fluting 
"ripples" radiating out from about base center, as usual. 

Fig. 2 (Hothem) Reverse of Ohio fluted point, with fluting "ripples " 
radiating from point tip. The flute itself reached an obstruction at 
lower right and ceased, but continued at lower left of point face. 
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The Seeley Mastodon: A Paleo-lndian Kill? 

Forsyth (1963) tabulates five fossil 
elephant finds from Ashtabula Co., Ohio. 
Two of these are isolated Mammut teeth 
from near Amboy, and there is little 
additional information about two of the 
other three finds —mastodon remains 
discovered near Kingsville in 1952 and 
a mastodon found west of Austinburg 
around 1945. 

The Seeley mastodon, discovered 
April 16, 1878 (not 1876, as stated in 
Forsyth), is of particular interest be
cause of the possibility of its being a 
Paleo-lndian kill site, a fact apparently 
forgotten since the discovery 105 years 
ago. Unfortunately, as is the case with 
other mastodon sites in Ohio, the evi
dence for Paleo-lndian association re
mains inconclusive. 

Only two contemporary accounts of 
the Seeley mastodon find are known, 
both occurring in Jefferson, Ohio, news
papers, and I have found no subsequent 
references to it other than Forsyth's 
listing. The occurrence is not included 
in Hay (1923), nor do I find any reference 
to it in the Ashtabula County histories. 
Bush (1979) conducted an archaeo
logical survey of the Austinburg area, 
including a portion of the Seeley farm, 
but makes no mention of the Austinburg 
mastodon. The whereabouts of the 
actual remains of the mastodon are also 
unknown. 

The April 25, 1878, issue of the 
Jefferson Ashtabula Sentinel carries a 
brief account of "A Pre-historic Find" 
on the farm of Boudinot Seeley, south
east of Austinburg. The site has been 
more precisely located by checking 
Ashtabula Co. deed records; these 
show that Seeley purchased part of lot 
36, Austinburg Twp., in 1875 (Fig. 1). 
(Though born near Painesville, Lake 
Co., Seeley moved to the Hanging Rock 
iron district of Lawrence Co., Ohio, at 
the age of 19 and engaged in the iron 
industry for 30 years, returning to north
eastern Ohio only in 1873. For an 
interesting account of him and his 
father, see Anonymous 1893:376-78). 
According to the Sentinel, the masto
don was discovered by a Mr. Owen, 
who "was digging a drain for tile when 
he struck what he supposed was a root, 
but finding after cutting of the pieces 
that it was bone, he further investigated 
the matter and found the supposed 
roots were ribs." The Sentinel reporter 
examined the excavated remains and 
describes them as follows: 

"The largest bones found are those 
of the skull, which is about three 

By 
James L. Murphy 

The Ohio State University Libraries 
Columbus, Ohio 

feet in length and almost three feet 
between the eyes. There were a 
number of ribs, some almost per
fect, the longest of which was 4 
feet 5 inches in length. One section 
of the vertebra measured 18 inches 
from the top down. On Friday a 
part of the shoulder blade was un
earthed. An estimate made in a 
rough way gave the depth of body 
at nearly nine feet and length from 
12 to 14 feet. But as all of the bones 
are more or less broken, and no 
one accustomed to estimate such 
animals were at hand, this may be a 
wild estimation." 
The locality, which the reporter also 

visited, is described as "one which 
would naturally suggest itself as the 
most possible place for the preservation 
of the bones. The small field of perhaps 
fifty acres borders on a small run 
[Center Creek]. About forty rods from 
the brink is a swale or sink, a slight 
depression in the earth of perhaps an 
acre in extent, without outlet. Here in 
ages gone by, no doubt was a marshy 
place or jungle to which animals would 
go for water or shade." According to' 
the Sentinel, the bones were found 
"covering a space fully 25 feet apart." 
The bones occurred in "a tenacious 
blue clay almost free from stones, some 
four feet below the surface. Over the 
clay is decayed vegetable matter form
ing a rich mould of nearly two feet in 
depth." 

The May 5th issue of the Sentinel 
carries another note about further 
searching: The search will be made 
more carefully and thorough in order to 
discover traces of human remains about 
the skeleton." According to the writer, 
"J.C.T.," 

"Specimens of charcoal have been 
found in the blue clay about the 
head of the Mastadon. And ten 
arrow heads were also found nearby 
three feet under the surface, but it 
will probably ever remain unknown 
whether or not this Ohioticus' was 
killed and feasted upon by pre
historic man." 
There is an additional account of the 

Seeley find, in the form of a letter to 
the editor of the Sentinel's rival news
paper, the Jefferson Gazette, written 
by none other than Rev. Stephen D. 
Peet, Ashtabula clergyman/archaeolo
gist, and parts of his letter are much 
more amusing than informative. A nearly 
identical account is given in The Ameri
can Antiquarian (Peet 1878b). He does, 

however, provide some specific data 
not otherwise available: 

"The Mastodon . . . is only one of 
the many which have been found 
on this continent, and had nothing 
remarkable about it except that it 
was quite near the surface, within 
three or four feet. The bones were 
embedded in clay in the midst of a 
small cat-swamp, and so far as they 
have been taken out are in a good 
state of preservation. There are 25 
ribs, which vary from 3 to 4 feet 
long, and from 4 to 8 inches in 
width. The vertebrae, 6 or 8 of 
which have been taken out, are 
about 13 inches in diameter. The 
scapula, or shoulder blade, about 3 
feet 3 inches one way, 3 feet 4 
inches across, and 2 feet 8 inches 
back to the socket; the socket 
being 8 by 5 inches in diameter. 
The head, which was found bottom 
up, was also about 3 feet long and 
2 feet 8 inches in diameter. The 
head, which was found bottom up, 
was also about 3 feet long and 2 
feet 8 inches wide. There were no 
tusks found, and only a fragment of 
a tooth. The skeleton seemed to 
have been disturbed after the ani
mal died, for some of the ribs were 
in direction north from the head, 
and the shoulder blade about 20 
feet south of it, and other ribs were 
scattered about in various direc
tions." 

According to Peet, "There were traces 
of fire in the muck, and-the man who 
found the bones says that he discovered 
coal in the clay near the head, and that 
there seemed to be a heap of ashes 
over the head as he struck down to it." 
Peet himself claimed to have discovered 
"some small fragments of coal in layers 
just above the clay and beneath the 
muck. Unfortunately, the nature of this 
"coal" remains unclear; although Peet 
apparently attributed it to fire, it could 
be simply carbonized plant remains 
associated with the peat or "muck" or it 
might even have been fragments of 
black Devonian shale carried southward 
by the Wisconsin glaciers. Peet's ability 
to distinguish these three phenomena 
is rendered doubtful by his next state
ment: 

"An arrow-head was found just at 
the edge of the swamp the night 
before the bones were discovered 
. . . It is carbonized by age and is as 
black as any European paleolithic 
weapon, but has all the finish and 
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chippings of a neolithic or modern 
arrow-head. It was found in the clay 
about 2/2 feet below the surface, 
and about fifty feet from the animal." 

One can only speculate whether Peet's 
"carbonized" arrow-head was a fluted 
point of Upper Mercer flint or not. In 
any case, his statement that the point 
was found fifty feet away from the 
mastodon indicates that we probably 
do not have a direct association of 
artifact and mastodon remains, although 
one must also wonder about the prox
imity of the other nine reported pro
jectile points. Peet's own opinion is 
stated in his usual fashion. After noting 
that "no traces of man's occupancy 
have anywhere been discovered so 
closely associated with the bones of a 
mastodon, for many years," he goes on 
to say that "like the sea serpent, the 
question is, whether any stray [masto
don] specimens survived after man's 
advent. My own opinion is, that the 
terrace-epoch was more modern than 
many think, and that many changes in 
the alluvial formation have taken place 
since man inhabited the continent; so 
that we can predicate nothing con
cerning the extreme antiquity of either 
man or the mastodon from any thing 
which we find." 

Evidence for associating man with 
the Seeley mastodon, then, is reduced 
to three arguments: the scattering of 
the mastodon bones, indicating post
mortem disturbance; the presence of 
ash or charcoal, indicating fire; the 
association of one to ten flint points. 
Actually, a scatter of 25 feet is not 
uncommon in mastodon finds; nor does 
the incompleteness of the skeleton 
testify in itself to butchering. The 
presence of fire is dependent upon 
the testimony of Owens and Peet and is 
rendered suspect by Peet's confusing 
identification of "coal" as well as his 
belief that flint can be "carbonized" by 
age. It is noteworthy that no mention is 
made of any of the bones actually being 
charred or burned. Finally, while one or 
more arrowpoints occurred in the clay, 
at approximately the same depth, there 
is no evidence that any of these was 
nearer to the skeleton than fifty feet. 
The case for the Seeley mastodon 
being a prehistoric kill site remains an 
intriguing possibility but one that cannot 
be proven beyond a reasonable doubt. 
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Birdstones From The Collection of Ralph Olson 

The birdstones shown in the accom
panying photographs were all sold at 
auction in 1962 when the estate of the 

By Ralph Olson 
1815 Telegraph Rd. 

Deerfield, Illinois 

late Dr. George Schmidt was dispersed. 
Dr. Schmidt was one of the founders of 
the Central States Anthropological 

Association which was formed in 1922. 
None of these artifacts have been 
heretofore published. 

Fig. 1 (Olson) Side and top views of two birdstones. Top birdstone is from Pike County, Indiana. Bottom is from Hardin County, Ohio. 
Top example 33Ain. 

Fig. 2 (Olson) Top, Kent County, Michigan. Found in 1899 it is 
33A inches long. Bottom birdstone is also from Kent County, Michigan. 

Fig. 3 (Olson) Top is a boxheaded type birdstone with tally marks 
on beak. It is 4% inches long and was originally in the Montgomery 
Historical Society, Fort Johnson, New York. 

Bottom birdstone is 2 Vi inches long. Data is that it was found along 
the Maumee River by Rev. D. P. Rumberger near a town called 
Colby. There are tally marks along the back and under the chin. 
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Amulet, Scarifier, or Projectile Point? 
By Jim M. Bayman 

Department of Anthropology 
Northern Arizona Universi ty 

Flagstaff, Ar izona 

In response to "A Sharp Eyed Find", 
Ohio Archaeologist , Vol. 33, No. 2 on 
page 4 1 , speculat ion as to the funct ion 
of Heath's artifact will be of fered. 

To this author, the artifact is reminis
cent , if somewhat vaguely, of those 
implements f rom California commonly 
known as "eccentric crescentics". These 
artifacts, like that of Heath's, are en ig
matic in that no funct ion can be deter
mined from the ethnographic record. 
Nevertheless, three possibilit ies for the 
use of the artifact have been suggested 
in the l i terature. These are: 
1) Hunt ing amulet. 
2) Ritual scarif ier. 
3) Blunt-edged waterfowl arrow. 

Malcolm Rogers speculated that the 
California artifacts were hunting amulets 
on the basis that they have only been 
located on sites large enough to have 

supported a shaman. Further, only a 
few of them have been recovered and 
thus were not l ikely to have been a 
c o m m o n , ut i l i tar ian art i fact . (Rogers 
1929) 

H. Newell Wardle suggested that they 
may have served as ritual scarif iers. No 
doubt, Heath's artifact could have been 
manufactured to be a scarif ier. How
ever, he noted an absence of use-wear, 
thereby negat ing this possibi l i ty. 

Finally, it has been suggested that 
the artifact may have been used as a 
blunt-edged waterfowl arrow. (Rogers 
1966) The logic of this argument is that 
the blunt hafted tool could be used to 
stun small fowl wi thout unduly damag
ing the carcass as would a more typical 
project i le point. Perhaps studies of an 
exper imental nature could buttress this 
idea. 

In summary, I would infer the funct ion 
to be ceremonia l if for no other reason 
than that the artifact reveals no use-
wear and is not demonstrated exper i 
mental ly or ethnographical ly to have 
served a uti l i tarian funct ion. 
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Fig. 1 (Bayman) "Eccentric crescentic" and hypothetical hafting after 
Rogeis. (1929) 

Fig. 2 (Bayman) Heath's artifact and hypothetical hafting. 
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Three artifacts in the Wayne County 
Historical Society's collection, located 
in Wooster, Ohio are recorded as having 
been found in the Wolf Mound (33-As-
114). The Wolf mound, also known as 
the John Abraham Harbaugh mound, is 
located along the Muddy Fork in what 
is now Jackson Township, Ashland 
County, Ohio. 

The artifacts to be described are 
mounted on individual cards and are 
recorded on these cards as having been 
found in the Wolf mound. Each artifact 
also bears an old collection number. 
Two of the artifacts, #334 and #1612, 
are recorded from the J.P. Burkhart 
Collection and as having been found in 
1915 by J.P. Burkhart. The other arti
fact, #382, is recorded only as having 
been found in May, 1915. 

Specimen #334 is recorded on its 
card as "from Wolf Mound". Specimen 
#334 is a bifacially flaked blade made 
from Upper Mercer flint. Deep massive 

Artifacts From the Wolf Mound 
Ashland County, Ohio 

By Roger Rowe 
755 Western Drive 

Wooster, Ohio 44691 

flaking scars appear on both surfaces. 
Secondary flaking is present on both 
faces along one lateral edge (bifacial-
unilateral). Step fracturing is present at 
the base on one surface and in the 
center of the other surface. Specimen 
#334 has a maximum length of 95mm, 
maximum width of 46 mm and maxi
mum thickness of 15 mm. Its weight is 
62.4 grams. 

Specimen #1612 is a blade-like flake 
with retouch present along bot,h lateral 
edges (unifacial-bilateral) of the dorsal 
surface. The bulb of percussion is 
present at the proximal end of the 
ventral surface as is the striking platform. 

The blade-like flake has a maximum 
length of 44 mm, a maximum width of 
17 mm, maximum thickness of 4 mm, 
and a weight of 3.5 grams. It is made 
from an indeterminate gray-brown flint 
possibly glacial in origin. Specimen 
#1612 is recorded on its card as "flake 

or Medicine man's surgical knife from 
grave in Wolf Mound." 

Specimen #382 is an irregular core 
of pebble chert probably glacial in 
origin. Flakes were struck from all sides 
of the core except one, which remains 
cortex. Specimen #382 weighs 278.9 
grams and has a mean diameter of 54 
mm. It is recorded on its card as "Block 
of unworked gray flint found beside 
body in Wolf's Mound." 

Based on the information written on 
the individual cards it is suggested that 
possibly at least two of the artifacts, 
#1612 and #382, were found in burial 
association as possible grave offering 
rather than having been incorporated 
as mound fill. 

Acknowledgement: 
I would like to thank the Wayne 

County Historical Society for permis
sion to study and photograph the Wolf 
mound material. 
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Fig. 2 (Rowe) Artifacts from Wolf Mound. 

Fig. 1 (Rowe) Top: specimen #334 — bifacially flaked blade. 
Bottom: specimen #1612 — blade-like flake. 
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A Logan County Site 
By 

Jacque F. Stahler 
115S. Mill St., DeGraff, Ohio 

In May of 1983 one of my construc
tion projects was located in Logan Co., 
Ohio. Adjacent to the job site were 
approximately 140 acres that had been 
plowed last fall and not yet been worked. 
This being my home county, I was eager 
to search these fields for artifacts 
because the topography appeared simi
lar to other sites in the county where I 
hunt. There is a stream wandering on 
its original course bordered by higher 
ground of ridges and kames left from 
glacial times. 

After being granted permission to 
walk in these fields, my first opportunity 
was on May 11, 1983. In the first 10 
minutes of walking the blade numbered 
1 in the photograph and location #1 on 
the field map was found. Another 30 
minutes produced 2, 3 and 4. May 12, 
1983 yielded 5,6, 7 and 8. 

Finding the white archaic bevel ex
cited me and I knew I must find time for 
a more diligent search. Numbers 9 
through 18 were found on May 13,1983 
and numbers 19 through 25 on May 27, 

1983. The blade numbered 26 was 
found on May 31, 1983 and the broken 
bifurcate on June 10, 1983. 

This site has been very interesting be
cause of the different cultures and 
materials represented. It is evidence of 
many years of habitation by people of 
different times. The bulk of the material, 
however, seems to be from the late 
Archaic Early Woodland period. 
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Fig. 2 (Stahler) Contour map of site showing location of finds. 

at. 
Fig. 1 (Stahler) Artifacts found on the surface of the Logan County 
site. Most of the flint artifacts are from the late Archaic —Early 
Woodland period. 
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Outstanding type examples from the collection of Kendall Saunders, Westerville, Ohio. The Large blade was found by Alf Green in Marion 
County. The unfractured fractured base is from the N. Meyers collection of Clinton County. The archaic bevel and heavy duty points are from 
the Rushon collection of Fairfield/Perry counties. 
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This dovetail was found by Ray Peterman while farming south of old U.S. Route 40 in the western end of Franklin County, Ohio. It is made 
of caramel colored Flint Ridge flint and is 5Vfe inches long. Arcing along the left side of the blade is a flaw in the flint which the knapper 
apparently had little difficulty in mastering. Editor's collection. 
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The Circleville Earthworks 

As with many of Ohio's early settle
ments, Circleville, county seat of Pick
away County, was built on the site o1 a 
prehistoric Indian earthworks. The works 
was undoubtedly Hopewell in origin, its 
principal feature being a large double-
circular enclosure. The octagonal court 
house was set in the exact center of 
the circles and the town took its name 
from this feature. Also, as is the case 
with nearly all the early settlements so 
situated, the building of the city obliter
ated nearly all traces of the original 
monument. In mbst instances, this 
obliteration took place before any of 
the early surveyors or antiquarians had 
the presence of mind to map or record 
the appearance of such works. Sur
viving maps or drawings from these 
early settlements showing physical fea
tures are notoriously unreliable and 
poorly drawn. Some of the early record
ers had a penchant, for example, of 

By 
Robert N. Converse 

Plain City, Ohio 

exaggerating heights of mounds or 
idealizing their configuration. 

One of the first references to the 
earthworks at Circleville was by the 
Rev. David Jones of New Jersey who 
traveled among the western Indians in 
1772 and recorded in his journal a plan 
of the group. In 1820, Caleb Atwater, 
who was an early pioneer historian/ 
antiquarian /archaeologist, described 
the works as did later pioneer archae
ologists Squier and Davis. 

The Circleville earthworks comprised 
the typical Hopewell square and circle 
design with adjoining or connecting 
parallel walls. It was unusual, however, 
in that there were two circles, one 
within the other, with an intervening 
moat or ditch. The diameter of the 
larger circle was approximately 1,000 
feet while the sides of the square were 
around 900 feet each. The two were 
connected with parallel walls. 

Few artifacts pertaining to the Circle
ville works are known to survive. The 
author has in his collection a copper 
axe or celt from the Meuser collection 
bearing the inscription "found one block 
west of the courthouse, Circleville, 
Ohio". So far as my own knowledge is 
concerned, this is the only artifact 
attributed to this Hopewell site. 

Even though we lament the fact that 
the building of cities and urban expan
sion has destroyed a great many of 
these extensive Hopewell monuments, 
in actuality, those monuments not situ
ated on town sites or near urban centers 
have also gone by the wayside from 
farming and other operations. Today, 
not a single classic Hopewell monu
ment survives intact in the state of Ohio. 
Those portions which have been pre
served are only tantalizing remnants of 
these once magnificent prehistoric 
sites. 

Fig. 1 (Converse) An early drawing of Circleville, Ohio. The court house is the octagonal 
building in the center. The two concentric circles are part of the original works. This drawing 
was made by G. F. Wittrich in 1836 and shows that, even at that early date, the earthen walls 
were fast disappearing. 
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A Hopewell Copper Headdress 
By 

Robert N. Converse 
Plain City, Ohio 

Very little of the Hopewell copper 
associated with the classic sites was 
formed in the round, most of it being 
sheets with geometric cutouts or breast
plates. Occasionally, a copper head
dress was found at least one of which 
had copper antlers fastened to it. The 
unique headdress shown in Fig. 1 is the 
only one of its kind known and is 
thought to represent a bear made to fit 
the head. It is made from flattened 
sheets of copper riveted together. It 
was associated with a cremated burial 
in Mound 13 of the Mound City group 
just north of Chillicothe in Ross County. 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Figure of a bear in the round made of copper. This unique headdress was found at Mound City. 
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The stone head pictured in this article 
was found by the late R. W. Ramsier in 
the early 1930s on a site in Jefferson 
County, Louisville, Kentucky. This site, 
since destroyed, was located on land 
now occupied by the Kentucky Fair and 
Exposition Center. It is bounded on the 
north and east by Interstate 65, on the 
south by Interstate 264 and U.S. High
way 60 and to the west by Crittenden 
Drive. 

The author acquired the effigy from 
the heirs in October, 1958, along with 
other artifacts from the site. Interest 
heightened after purchasing a replica 
of the Siep Mound untempered clay 
head at the old Ohio State Museum 
and noticing some similarities in the 
drill holes on the top of the head. See 
Figures 3 and 4 for comparison. Other 
characteristics such as the almond 

The Louisville Sculptured Stone Head 
By 

James J. Matthews 
10718 Tattenham Lane 
Louisville, Ky. 40243 

eyes, prominent nose and more or less 
straight line mouth are easily seen in 
both heads. (Figures #1 and #5.) 

Dimensions of the Louisville head are 
as follows: greatest width 6.2 cm., 
height 7.1 cm., maximum thickness 2.5 
cm., distance between perforations 1.7 
cm. center to center, hole length 1.3 
cm. to 1.5 cm. approximate, smallest 
diameter of tapered perforations is .4 
cm., weight is 156.8 gms. 

It is composed of a very compact fine 
grained sandstone of blackish grey 
color and a reddening can be easily 
seen on the left side of the rear, possi
bly from heat. Perforations are angled 
and were drilled from the top and back. 
The back of the head is rather cupped 
out. 

These perforations may have been 
used to wear the head as a medallion or 

pendant, or to attach it to a figurine 
which might also have been done with 
the Siep Mound head. Lines incised 
into the side and rear of head tend to 
denote some hair locks or pattern which 
extended below the ears. See Figures 
1 and 2. 

Artifacts from the same site tend 
toward the Archaic and Woodland 
periods. A very nice ceremonial pick 
31.5 cm. in length was also found on 
the site. The author would enjoy hear
ing any comments on any similar sculp
tures in the collections of the member
ship. (Editor's note: A ceremonial pick 
and a human head effigy were among 
artifacts recovered from the Heinisch 
mound in Portsmouth, Ohio, in 1887. 
The Heinisch collection is classic In
trusive Mound.) 

Fig. 1 (Matthews) Front view of stone effigy of a human head found on the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center site near Louisville, Kentucky. 
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Fig. 2 (Matthews) Rear view of effigy showing perforations. Fig. 3 (Matthews) Top of effigy showing connecting perforations. 

«r» v # 

Fig. 4 (Matthews) Top view of Seip Mound effigy showing Fig. 5 (Matthews) Front view of Seip Mound human effigy, 
perforations. 
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An Indian Creek Fractured Base Archaic Point 
By 

Phillip R. Shriver 
Miami University 

Oxford, Ohio 

The predominant river of south
western Ohio is the Great Miami, whose 
junction with the Ohio River west of 
Cincinnati establishes the point on 
which the Ohio-Indiana state boundary 
has been based. Among its tributaries 
is the Talawanda, or Four Mile Creek, 
along which the Raisch-Smith site, 
perhaps the best known Archaic village 
site in Ohio, is located. Another tribu
tary is Indian Creek, which wanders 
back and forth across the Ohio-Indiana 
line before veering south and east 
through the small communities of Reily 
and Millville and ultimately on to the 
Great Miami near Ross. In northwestern 
Butler County the town of Oxford lies 
between the Talawanda to the east and 
Indian Creek to the west. The valleys of 
both streams are particularly rich in 
Archaic cultural materials. 

In the summer 1982 issue of the Ohio 

Archaeologist, I wrote of the surface 
find of a fractured base Archaic point 
by a Miami University student not far 
from the Talawanda. Interestingly, since 
then I have come across another frac
tured base point of similar shape and 
almost identical size found by a farmer 
along Indian Creek southwest of Oxford 
some five miles from the place where 
the first point was found. Measuring 
31/i6 inches in length and 1% inches in 
width, this second point was fashioned 
from black flint flecked with spots of 
white and cream. (See Figures 1 and 
2.) Though damaged on one edge, it 
shows the same quality workmanship 
overall on face and blade edges evident 
in the first point. Heavy basal grinding 
has obliterated some of the fractured 
surface, unlike the first point, though 
enough remains to be diagnostic. Small 
corner notches and abbreviated stems 

are comparable on both points. 
Converse has noted that fractured 

base points, constituting a rare and 
quite minor flint type, are most com
monly found in Archaic collections from 
the South. In Ohio they are extremely 
scarce. Finding two of them in southern 
Ohio within five miles of each other 
suggests the possibility of at least brief 
occupation of this area by the Archaic 
group responsible for them. 

References 
Converse, Robert N. 

1973 Ohio Flint Types. Archaeological 
Society of Ohio. Columbus. 

Shriver, Phillip R. 
1982 "A Fractured Base Archaic Point 

from the Talawanda Valley" in Ohio 
Archaeologist, Volume 32, Number 
3, Summer 1982, p. 11. 

Fig. 1 (Shriver) Indian Creek fractured base Archaic point of black 
and cream flint. 

Fig. 2 (Shriver) Reverse side of the same point. 
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The Bird Effigy Pipe of the Iroquoian People 

Among the rarest of the Iroquoian 
effigy pipes are three dimensional bird 
effigies found almost exclusively on 
early contact sites in upper New York 
state and in Ontario, Canada. The stem 
and bowl cavities were drilled at right 
angles on the back or rear of the effigy, 
almost as an afterthought considering 
the well developed sculpture. 

In contrast with the more abundant 
Iroquoian pottery effigies in which the 
life form is only decoration, on elbow 
style pipes the subject sculptures are 
meticulously portrayed in an almost 

By D. R. Gehlbach 
3435 Sciotangy Dr. 

Columbus, Ohio 

fanciful manner. It is thought that these 
pipes were used in an elaborate cere
monial observance in which the effigy 
and expelled smoke served to "protect" 
the local population from enemies in 
their natural environment. We know of 
documented accounts of attendant in
toxication during these ceremonies. 

Whereas the elbow effigies are usually 
modeled pottery, the illustrated form is 
usually crafted in stone. Typically, 
soapstone, steatite and more com
monly, slate are used as raw materials. 

The effigy shown in Figure 1 probably 

depicts a member of the acquatic bird 
family although the species cannot 
readily be identified. It was found in 
Erie County, New York, some fifty years 
ago by Frank Smith, former botanist of 
the Smithsonian Institute. The raw 
material is steatite which has a checked 
and bleached surface due to exposure 
from fire. 

Most of the Iroquoian-family of effigy 
pipes post-date 1,500 A. D. This pipe is 
probably from the 1,500 A. D. to 1,700 
A. D. period. 

Fig. 1 (Gehlbach) Obverse side of a bird effigy pipe from Erie County, 
New York. The species is unidentified. 

Fig. 2 (Gehlbach) Reverse of bird effigy pipe. 
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An Early Archaic Single-Notched Winged Bannerstone 
By 

Phillip R. Shriver 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 

Perhaps the most beautiful of all atlatl 
or throwing weight forms of the Early 
Archaic period in the Ohio area is the 
winged or butterfly bannerstone of 
banded slate. One of the finest examples 
of a single-notched winged bannerstone 
which the author has ever seen is to be 
found in the William M. Jacka Collection 
of the Heritage Hall Museum at Lake
side on the Marblehead peninsula in 
Ottawa County. Extremely thin and 
finely made of blue-gray banded slate, 
it is 4% inches wide and 37/,6 inches 
high. Its notch is %B inches long by %e 
inches wide. Softly angular with tri
angulated wings, it is traversed by a 7/,e 
inch longitudinal hole through its cen
trum or short axis. (See Fig. 1.) 

Notched winged bannerstones have 
been found across eastern North Amer
ica. Martin, Quimby, and Collier cite 
them as characteristic of the Laurentian 

I Culture of the Archaic period in upper 
New York, lower Ontario, Quebec, and 
upper New England. Moffett reported 
two from the Raisch-Smith site, the first 
definitely identified Early Archaic site 
in Ohio, just five miles north of the 
Miami University campus in Oxford. 
Three others were identified by Webb 
at two of the Green River sites of the 
Early Archaic Indian Knoll Culture in 
the shell mound region of western 
Kentucky. Interestingly, within the Ohio 
region most notched winged (or butter
fly) bannerstones have been found to 
date within the northwestern quadrant 
of the state. 
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Fig. 1 (Shriver) Single-notched winged bannerstone from the Jacka Collection, Lakeside. 
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A Spud In The Hart Collection 
By 

Steve Hart 
Fountaintown, Indiana 

Fig. 1 (Hart) A Fort Ancient spud found in southern Ohio in 1865 by a Mr. Burdett. It is made of a gray slate-like material and was formerly 
in the collection of V. E. Ladd, Paoli, Indiana. 

A Secondarily Notched Point 

By 
David J. Snyder 

P.O. Box 388, Luckey, Ohio 

This point was a surface find in 
Freedom Twp., Wood County, Ohio, in 
1979. 

Probably a corner notched point in 
its original state, it was renotched after 
the base had been broken off. 

Fig. 1 (Snyder) Renotched point from Wood 
County. Measurements are: length 38mm, 
sides 24mm, thickness 5mm. 

Broken base 

Renotched 
area 

Fig. 2 (Snyder) Conjectural drawing of original 
point. 
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Site H * - A Wood County, Ohio Site 
By David J. Snyder 

P.O. Box 388 
Luckey, Ohio 43443 

INTRODUCTION 
In this sector of northwestern Ohio, 

high ground levels tend to be the most 
productive for prehistoric remains. The 
now non-existent Black Swamp made 
traveling extremely difficult during warm 
seasons and the rivers and higher ele
vations were the early highways of the 
area. Therefore, many sites are located 
near the rivers and high ground that 
would have been above the swampy 
terrain. Indeed, the swamp was such an 
obstacle that northwest Ohio was one 
of the last areas of the state to be 
settled in historic times. This settlement 
was successfully achieved only after 
extensive draining operations. 

LOCATION 
This site is located in the SE % of 

section 2 of Freedom township, Wood 
County. The Portage River is immedi
ately adjacent to the site. The topo
graphy consists of an elevation of ap
proximately 12-15 feet maximum height 
beginning about 20-25 yards north of 
the river. The locale is under active 
cultivation and has probably been culti
vated for almost a century. 

This area has been surface hunted 
for many years and I have hunted the 
location since 1976. 

EXPLANATION 
No features such as hearths, storage 

pits, or refuse pits have been dis
covered because of the farming activi
ties. The majority of finds are probably 
Archaic material. Archaic remains seem 
to be predominant in this area (because 
of the extended time span of the era). 
The Early Woodland period also appears 
to be represented on this site. A slate 
celt is the only ground stone tool type 
recovered. I attribute this lack of stone 
tools to past surface hunting activity. 

Any professional organization would 
be welcome to study the artifacts recov
ered and to obtain the site location. I do 
plan to report additional sites in the 
area so comparisons can be made. 

Fig. 1 (Snyder) Corner and side notched points. Fig. 2 (Snyder) Bifurcated points. Lower left point has been reworked 
to a scraper. 
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Fig. 3 (Snyder) Stemmed points. Point on left has been reworked 
to a scraper. 

Fig. 4 (Snyder) Two drills or perforators and an archaic beveled point. 

Fig. 5 (Snyder) Thumb or end scrapers. 

Fig. 7 (Snyder) Miscellaneous artifacts. 

Fig. 6 (Snyder) Three flint knives and tapered slate celt. 
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An Eroded Axe 

At the 1982 annual meeting of the 
Archaeological Society of Ohio, I was 
given one of the most interesting and 
revealing Indian artifacts I have ever 
seen. While looking at material gath
ered in southeast Indiana by surface 
hunter, David Mcintosh, my attention 
was called to a small axe which he had 
found on an archaic site near Knights-
town. This axe, little over four inches 
long, at first glance appeared to be no 
more than the average crude, unfinished, 
or poorly made axe just like some 
examples found on many midwestern 
sites. However, one aspect of this 
unusual tool sets it apart from all others I 
have seen. It has protruding from the 
front portion of the blade, a small one-
quarter inch high knob of stone approxi
mately one half inch square in area. 
The balance of the surface of the axe is 
rough and uneven but it nevertheless 
has all the proportions and contours of 
a common three-quarter grooved speci-

By 
Robert N. Converse 

Plain City, Ohio 

men. The reader may well ask what is 
so remarkable about such a rather 
unimpressive axe with a small knob on 
its surface. 

To begin with, 99% of the surface has 
not a single peck mark on it, there being 
small spicules of stone as well as small 
holes roughening its exterior. The out
side face of the small knob shows peck 
marks, smoothing and a totally different 
texture—clues which tell us that this is 
the only portion of the original surface 
of the axe which has not weathered 
away! In other words, the axe, except 
for the small protuberence, has eroded 
to the point where all that is left is the 
inner core of the original. 

A solid rectangle of the dimensions 
of this axe, approximately 4/2 x 2% x 2 
inches, contains a volume of 24.75 
inches. When % inch is removed from 
all surfaces, the resulting volume is 
approximately 13.5 cubic inches. Thus 
it could be said that only a little over 

one half of the original axe remains. 
Even though we have a tendency to 

believe that stone is timeless and 
irreducible, perhaps many of the stone 
artifacts left from prehistory have now 
weathered away and disappeared. 
Maybe those suspicious looking stones 
so often found by surface hunters which 
look vaguely like artifacts may indeed 
be just that—the cores of eroded stone 
tools. 

An additional puzzle, and one which 
should be addressed by a geologist, is 
that the inner core of the axe appears 
to be of a totally different type of stone 
than that which composes the knob. This 
same phenomenon can occasionally be 
seen in some artifacts made of hematite 
or related iron-bearing stone in which 
the covering breaks away or exfoliates 
revealing a soft inner core of soft stone 
which in no way resembles the outer 
surface. 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Side view of eroded axe found by David Mcintosh 
in southeastern Indiana. Projection from front of blade is the only 
part of the original surface remaining. 

Fig. 2 (Converse) Front view of Mcintosh axe. Note difference in 
texture of stone. 
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A Surface Found Notched Ovate 
By 

John R. Heath 
Box 82, Sullivan, Ohio 

The broken notched ovate shown in 
Fig. 1 was a surface find in Sullivan 
Twp., Ashland County, Ohio, in 1982. 
The site on which it was found has not 
been a productive one and the dis
covery of such a rare type was a sur
prise. It was protruding out of the edge 
of a corn row. The site has produced a 
few archaic and Woodland pieces but it 

is probable that previous land owners 
have picked up most of the artifacts. 

A surface hunter in this day and age 
should be pleased to find such an un
usual artifact in any condition, but it 
would have been more pleasant to find 
it whole and unbroken. I have continued 
to hunt the site in hopes of finding the 
missing pieces but thus far they have 

not been found. 
This notched ovate is made of gray 

banded slate and the piece was fash
ioned in such a way that the contours 
coincide and enhance the patterns of 
the banding. As may be seen from the 
photograph, it is a masterful piece of 
prehistoric slate work. 

Fig. 1 (Heath) Notched ovate from Ashland County, Ohio. It is 43A inches long, 3Vi inches wide and 3A inches thick. The diameter of the hole 
is about 3/s inches. 
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Two of The Spetnagel Turkeytails 
By 

Robert N. Converse 
Plain City, Ohio 

The Spetnagel cache of turkeytail 
points is one of the more spectacular 
finds ever recorded in Ohio or else
where in the midwest. The cache was 
found during the excavation of a house 
basement in Chillicothe, Ross County, 
Ohio, in the early 1920s. Spetnagel, 
who was an avid collector of relics in 
Ross County donated this remarkable 
group of points to the Ohio Historical 
Society where they are today. 

Even though a cache of over 200 
points or artifacts of any kind is note
worthy in itself, the Spetnagel cache 
has additional distinctive aspects which 
make it puzzling to say the least. 
Firstly, all the Spetnagel turkeytails are 
ceremonially broken and look as though 
they were smashed rather than simply 
broken in half. Secondly, some of the 
Spetnagel specimens are probably 
among the largest of the type ever 
recorded. As may be seen in Figure 1, 
one example is over 1014 inches in 
length and there are a number of them, 
when restored, that are over 7 inches. 
Thirdly, these outstanding points are 
not crudely made as are some turkey
tails from caches. Even though they 
are greatly damaged, the workmanship 
is obviously of the highest quality. 

Turkeytail points have been well 
established as characteristic of the 
Red Ocher culture which manifests 
itself primarily around Lake Michigan 
in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and Michi
gan. Despite the fact that the type is 
associated with Red Ocher, seldom 
have caches approaching the Spet
nagel cache in size or quality been 
found in the classic Red Ocher area. 
The occurence of such a cache in Ross 
County does demonstrate at least some 
sort of communication between the 
makers of these unique points and 
prehistoric residents of southern Ohio, 
sometime in the first two millenia BC. 

Reference 
Converse, Robert N. 

1981 The Glacial Kame Indians, A 
Special Publication of the Archae
ological Society of Ohio. Columbus 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Two of the larger Spetnagel turkeytails. Point on left is lOVi inches long. 
All of the over 200 specimens are made of nodular Indiana hornstone from Harrison County, 
Indiana. 
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Artifacts From Members of the Six Rivers Chapter Members 
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Fig. 1 —Notched-base dovetail point found by 
Bob Ward in Adams County. 

Fig. 2 — Small three-quarter grooved ax found Fig. 3 — Unfluted fluted points found in 1981 
by Mary Netting in northeastern Franklin in Knox County by Walter Sperry. 
County. 

* * • 

Fig. 4—Leaf-shaped blades from the Jim Perry collection. 

I 
Fig. 6 —Three-quarter grooved ax from the 
Frank Otto collection. 

Fig. 5 —Miniature stone tools found by Tom 
Ward in Franklin County. 

Fig. 7— Artifacts found by John Gardner, 
Westerville. 
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Fig. 8—Artifacts from the Michael Heath col
lection found in 1980 and 1981. 



Artifacts from the Collection of Steve Hart 
By 

Steve Hart 
Fountaintown, Indiana 

Fig. 1 (Hart) Three Fort Ancient knives. All are from Ohio. The center knife is 
three inches long. 

Fig. 2 (Hart) An Adena leaf shaped blade. It is made 
of blue-black Coshocton flint and measures 53/binches 
by 2 % inches. 

Fig. 3 (Hart) Ten black blades from Ohio. These were formerly in the Grindell 
collection in Missouri. The longest blade is 3Viinches long. 

Fig. 4 (Hart) Three archaic bevels. All are made of Upper Mercer flint and the 
center point is 43A inches long. Each is from Ohio. 

34 



Book Review 
By Adrian J. Desmond 

The Hot-Blooded Dinosaurs 
Warner Books: Dial Press, New York 

1975-1977. (352 pages). 

Adrian J. Desmond's The Hot-Blooded 
Dinosaurs is an exploration of the 
theory that these denizens of prehistory 
were fast-metabolizing creatures cap
able of incessant energy. The author 
defends his view with wit and scholarly 
reason, writing with such savior faire 
the gist of his arguments are over
looked by many reviewers. In addition 
to palaeontological footnotes, there are 
sixty photographs and drawings, plus 
historical anecdotes dealing with 19th 
Century fossil collectors, certain to 
interest anyone with a passion for 
archaeology. 

Although guilty of oversimplification, 
Mr. Desmond states his case with 
authority. He argues, among other 
things, that a fifty-ton dinosaur could 

scarcely maintain a uniform optimum 
temperature by sunning itself. Also, 
since the inherent structure of many of 
these creatures prohibited them from 
"resting on their haunches," so to 

speak, considerable metabolic energy 
was. needed in order to remain erect. 
Mr. Desmond touches on the biological 
component, arguing the necessity for a 
functionally four-chambered heart. He 
also cites the low carnivore to herbivore 
ratio in dinosaur communities as due to 
their mammalian status and not merely 
selective variants. As to the disap
pearance of his persecuted dinosaurs, 
Mr. Desmond tends to endorse a cata
clysmic theory, due to the shocking 
abruptness of the Cretaceous extinc
tions. 

The Hot-Blooded Dinosaurs is fas
cinating and well-researched, perhaps 
inspite of its title. The author has revit
alized them to the point of hyperactivity, 
whereas a slightly cooler treatment 
might suggest the truth lies between 
these two extremes. 

*As far as I could ascertain, Adrian J. 
Desmond is a professor at Harvard 
University, and the author of several 
books on man's origins. In writing this 
review I drew upon my background in 
Fossil Evidence (OSU). 

By Gloria Brush 
Teaching Associate 

OSU Department of English 
Columbus, Ohio 

Announcement 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

The Lake St. Louis Historical Society 
will be hosting the 1985 North Ameri
can Fur Trade Conference to be held at 
McGill University, May 29th to June 
2nd, 1985. 

We are looking for researchers cur
rently engaged in or contemplating fur 
trade related projects. The sessions 
planned will focus on: 

a) the emergent or early fur trade and 
its significance for Native people 
throughout North America. 

b) the Montreal based fur trade 

c) Jacques Cartier, this being the 
450th anniversary of his arrival at the 
present site of Montreal 

d) wide-ranging aspects of the North 
American fur trade. 

We hope that archaeologists, ethnolo
gists, historians and others interested 
in the fur trade will participate to ensure 
that several perspectives be repre
sented within each geographic region. 
All researchers are invited to submit a 
title and abstract of 100 words to the 
Programme Committe by May 15, 1984 

to: 
Dr. Bruce G. Trigger, Chairman, 
Programme Committee, 
5th North American Fur Trade 
Conference, 
Box 1023, Station A 
Montreal, Quebec, 
H3C 2W9 
The Programme Committee will 

make a selection of papers to be 
presented at the Conference and 
notif ication of the acceptance of 
papers for the Conference will be 
made by September 15, 1984. 

New Publication 
Twenty Years of Muskingum County Archaeology 

Reprints From The Ohio Archaeologist 
Edited by Elizabeth A. Reeb 

Occasional Paper In Muskingum 
Valley Archaeology Number 16, 156 
pages, Price $15.00, 285 W. Willow 
Drive, Zanesville, Ohio. 

This publication, one of a continuing 
series of papers, reprints all articles 
which have appeared over the years in 
The Ohio Archaeologist pertaining to 

the Muskingum Valley. A great many of 
these articles are out of print and have 
been for many years and their reap
pearance as well as their organization 
is a welcome addition to the literature. 
Elizabeth Reeb is to be congratulated 
on a time consuming but valuable effort. 
Highly recommended. 

Robert N. Converse 

BACK COVER 
For many years this human head effigy was 

nailed to a farmer's barn door in Gallia County, 
Ohio. It was later obtained by a horse trader 
named Merch Clark and subsequently passed 
on to Kendall Saunders, Westerville, Ohio, 
where it now resides. Made of gray steatite
like material it measures 5 inches wide and 
6 Vt inches long. 
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OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY 
The Archaeological Society of Ohio is organized to discover and conserve archaeological sites 

and material within the State of Ohio, to seek and promote a better understanding among students 
and collectors of archaeological material, professional and non-professional, including individuals, 
museums, and institutions of learning, and to disseminate knowledge on the subject of archaeology. 
Membership in this society shall be open to any person of good character interested in archaeology 
or the collecting of American Indian artifacts, upon acceptance of written application and payment 
of dues. 


