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President's Page 
Brrrr has it ever been some winter 

. . . snow drifts 10 feet high and temperatures 
to —20° below with a chil l factor of over 
—60° below. Having exper ienced the diff i
cult ies that this kind of weather causes, it 
only makes me admire primit ive man much 
more. For him to survive in this weather wi th
out the modern conveniences was sure some 
feat. I just wonder if his dogs would start in 
the morning? 

The year 1977 looks to be an excit ing one 
for the Ohio Archeological Society. We are 
e n c o u r a g i n g m o r e pa r t i c i pa t i on f r o m our 
membership through a more organized ap
proach to our committees. I would also en
courage you to wri te any of our off icers and 
contr ibute any ideas, either positive or nega
t ive regarding what you think. This is your 
society, so please speak up. 

IN THE LAST MAGAZINE, THERE WAS 
AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED, BY ONE OF OUR 
MEMBERS EXPLAINING HIS VIEWPOINT 
OF A CERTAIN SITUATION. I WOULD JUST 
LIKE TO SAY THAT THE VIEWS WHICH 
WERE EXPRESSED WERE STRICTLY HIS 
ALONE AND NOT THOSE OF THE OHIO 
ARCHAEOLOGICALSOCIETYASAWHOLE. 
IN EVERYCONFLICT, THERE ARE ALWAYS 
TWO SIDES TO A PROBLEM. SO, ON BE
HALF OF THIS SOCIETY, I WOULD LIKE 
TO EXTEND AN APOLOGY FOR ANY P R O 
BLEMS THE ARTICLE MAY HAVE CAUSED. 

Each year many artifacts are found. These 
artifacts are pieces of art with each one bear
ing or exhibi t ing the characteristics of a past 
cul ture or an individual. They should be pre
served with all their data. Comparing like 
artifacts is a science in itself as each type has 
its own unique characteristics. For example, 
most dovetails have a polished base . . . rub 
your f inger over its base if you are fortunate 
to possess one. Antoher example . . . most 
Adena gorgets are only dri l led from one side 
whi le other cultures dri l led their gorgets from 
both sides. Certain types of points are made 

The most publicized artifact ever discovered in 
Ohio is the Adena pipe. Excavated from the origi
nal Adena mound on the estate of Thomas Worth-
ington near Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1901 by William 
C. Mills, it has been pictured and illustrated in 
more archaeological publications than any other 
prehistoric piece of art. This unique 8 inch high 
tubular pipe is the skilfully and artistically carved 

f rom only certain quarr ied flint. For example 
. . . how many turkeytai ls have you seen made 
from fl int ridge gem fl int or yet, how many 
f luted points have you seen made from flint 
r idge? I have seen no turkeytai ls and only a 
couple of f luted points interesting? 
Yes, it is. All of us are "collectors" to a degree, 
but possibly, we should change this non-
descript ive term to one that would better 
describe our interests. What do you think of 
"Artifact Preservationist"? 

Well, I've rambled on long enough, so I'll 
close by saying "Let's enjoy l ife!" 

Jan Sorgenfrei , President 
Ohio Archaeological Society 

effigy of a dwarf. His hair arrangement, clothing, 
and ear spools, as well as his anatomy are carefully 
depicted. Colorful Ohio pipestone was used as the 
artists medium with the front a light buff color and 
the back a soft pink—colors typical of this native 
stone. These pictures were taken through the 
courtesty of Martha P. Otto, Director of the Depart
ment of Archaeology, The Ohio Historical Society. 

FRONT AND BACK COVERS 
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Excavation of the Ralston Mound, 
An Early Woodland/Adena Mound in 

Washington County, Ohio 
By Reed J. Hallock 

Post Office Box 3277 
West Sedona, Arizona 

Introduction 
There is no acceptable excuse in the field 

of archaeology for not publishing a report of 
one's findings. It can only be hoped that after 
a delay of 20 years the information herein will 
still be valid. In March of 1956, this writer was 
advised by Mr. Richard P. Patterson that a 
mound located on a farm belonging to a Mr. 
Chester A. Ralston was to be destroyed by 
plowing, since it stood in the way of cultiva
tion. The mound had been protected from 
such destruction prior to this time by a large 
shell-bark hickory tree that had grown almost 
in the center. The tree was now dead from a 
lightning strike the previous summer. After 
being cut down it gave a tree ring dating of 
114 years. 

Permission was given by Mr. Ralston to the 
now-disbanded Marietta Archaeological So
ciety to excavate the mound in an attempt to 
salvage as much information as possible be
fore plowing began. Effort was then made to 
obtain some professional assistance from the 
museum at Columbus but due to a full work 
schedule at that time they were unable to 
spare any personnel. 

This writer is indebted to Mr. Ralston for 
his cooperation in allowing us the balance of 
that year in which to excavate. Also my thanks 
to Mr. Robert Stacy and Mr. Edward Williams 
for their help, and my special thanks to Mr. 
Richard Patterson and Mr. David D. Ray, the 
two men who did the bulk of the earth moving 
and much of the record keeping. All of these 
men were members of the Marietta Archae
ological Society, Marietta, Ohio. A final note 
of thanks is due to Mr. William H. Howard and 
Mr. Peter J. Pilles, Jr. for their help and en
couragement with this report. 

Location and Description of Site 
The Ralston mound site is located in Mus

kingum Township, Section 32, Washington 
County, Ohio, as shown by U.S.G.S. Marietta-
West Virginia map (Fig. 1). It is situated in a 
cultivated field on the second terrace, 2000 
feet west of the Muskingum River and 170 
feet east of the county road at an elevation of 
640 feet above sea level in the community of 
Oak Grove. It measured 43.5 feet east-west, 

45 feet north-south, with an elevation at cen
ter of 4 feet above present ground level 
(Fig. 2). 

Several animal burrows were located on 
the southeast side of the mound, but no evi
dence of previous digging was found. The 
area around the mound had been cultivated 
for a great many years, no doubt causing 
some erosion to occur. Work began on July 1, 
1956, and continued daily weather permit
ting, until September 1, 1956. Then it was 
confined to weekends into December. A sur
face collection was made in the spring of 
1958 within a radius of 500 feet of the mound. 

The Muskingum River valley, within the 
borders of Washington County, is very rich in 
prehistoric remains. The cult ivated fields 
along both sides of the river have long been a 
happy hunting ground for the artifact col
lector. From a site survey done in the early 
1900s (Mills 1914: 84} there were 115 
sites, of which 6 were enclosures, 102 were 
mounds, and 7 village sites. All were in Wash
ington County and most located within a mile 
or two of the river. Today there are but a few 
of these sites remaining, as most have fallen 
victim to the plow or vandalism. 

Excavation 
Work was started on the mound by cutting 

down the hickory tree and clearing brush and 
poison ivy from the work area. A working 
datum was established at ground level on the 
west side of the mound. It was then staked 
out in 5-foot squares and numbered left to 
right of the datum in a north-south direction 
and 0 to 45 in an east-west direction (Fig. 3). 
The stake in the southwest corner of the 
square designated the square being worked. 

Digging was started in square #0, in a west-
to-east direction, with the idea of cutting a 
trench through the mound as close to the 
stump as possible and then working the 
squares around it. This area was expected to 
produce the greatest amount of information. 
Also, it would be the most difficult to work 
because of the hickory tree roots remaining. 
As no natural stratigraphy was found, the 
excavating was done in 6-inch levels. The fill 
of the mound contained fire-cracked river 



stones, incinerated bone fragments, charcoal, 
and village debris. 

Features 
Five features were discovered. An area of 

charred wood measuring 42 inches by 14 
inches by 6 inches thick was uncovered 16 
inches above datum in square 1R15. Burial 
#1, a cremation, was found 15 inches below 
this charred area. 

A cache of seven Adena leaf-shaped 
blades, plus one of Robbins type was found in 
square 0 25, 6 inches above datum in an 
area 30 inches in diameter. 

There was an area of fine soil measuring 13 
inches in diameter by 9 inches deep found 
in square 2R25, 6 inches above datum. When 
this soil was removed it left a hemispherical 
impression in the clay around it. No color 
difference was noted between the clay and 
the fine soil. 

Four single post-molds were found at 
ground level, but no pattern developed as not 
enough area was uncovered during the 
course of the excavation. 

The central sub-floor pit was found in 
squares 1R20, 1R25, 2R20, and 2R25. It 
measured 7 feet by 4 feet and was covered 
with 18 inches of river gravel. The soil above 
the gravel was gray in color with small par
ticles of charcoal. The bottom of the pit was 9 
inches below present ground level. It con
tained remains of an occipital bone that was 
poorly preserved and showed no signs of cre
mation. There were seven large water-worn 
pieces of sandstone in the pit, but in no iden
tifiable pattern. No associated burial objects 
were found. 

Burials 
Burials ranged in depth from 36 inches 

above to 9 inches below the present ground 
level. There were small pieces of charred 
bone and teeth scattered throughout the fill, 
but not in sufficient concentration or preser
vation to warrent a number. 

The remains of seven burials were found. 
Five contained the occipital skull cap, with 
charred edges, left as evidence. Burial #7 
was a bundle burial found in square 1R10and 
consisted of the skull, mandible, several ribs, 
and a few vertebrae compressed into an area 
12 inches by 10 inches by 10 inches. The 
third burial contained a few charred bone 
fragments with 29 teeth. 

All burials appeared to be those of adults. 
Due to poor state of preservation, it was dif
ficult to ascertain their exact position. Any 
observation of the age or sex was impossible. 

Artifacts 
The artifacts fell into the following cate

gories: chipped stone, ground or polished 
stone, and pottery. No artifacts were found of 
copper, bone or shell, and beads, pipes, cup-
stones and tablets were missing. There were 
23 items of chipped stone consisting of the 
following: 
9 Adena 2 stemmed 

leaf-shaped blades lanceolate points 
1 Robbins type point 1 stemmed point, 

broken 
1 triangular point 4 crude choppers 

or preforms 
1 diagonal 1 drill 

corner-notched point 
1 Lamoka type point 1 drill/graver 
1 triangular blade 

Eight of the leaf-shaped blades, the Rob
bins point, the triangular point and the drill 
were manufactured from light-colored Flint 
Ridge flint and are thin and finely chipped. 
The choppers, spear point, one large leaf-
shaped blade, drill/graver, and Lamoka point 
are all made of a black flint of unknown origin. 
Two stemmed lanceolate points are of cherts 
(Fig. 4, 5 and 6). The triangular blade was 
found in an upright position with the point 
down, as if it had been driven into the mound. 

There were three items of ground stone, 
the first a celt-like hoe made from a fine
grained, light brown stone (Fig. 7). Before 
final grinding, this piece appears to have 
been originally shaped by chipping. Five 
inches below this specimen in square 1R15, 
an oblong, tapered celt made of polished 
f ine-grained green-colored stone was un
covered. This celt appears to be Hopewell. It 
showed scars on the poll end from being used 
as a hammerstone. The third item was an 
Adena adze made from fine-grained green 
stone with scars on the poll end and a brown 
stain of unknown origin. 

In addition there was one small rectangular 
slate gorget, extremely weathered and bro
ken at both ends where the holes had been 
drilled from both sides. It measured 5 cm by 
2.5 cm by 0.7 cm thick. A large hammerstone 
weighing 8 pounds was found in square 025, 
the same square that held the cache deposit 
of leaf-shaped blades. There were fifteen 
lumps of red ochre recovered, the largest-
piece weighing 6-1/2 ounces. There were a 
number of shallow abrasion marks found on 
several of the lumps, as if the surface had 
been scraped with a serrated instrument. 
Twelve of the pieces were from square 025. 
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Ceramics 
Eleven pottery sherds were found and 

classified at the time as Half-Moon (Mayer-
Oakes 1955: 189). It would now appear that 
ten of these sherds should fall into the Fay
ette Thick, Plain category (Dragoo 1963: 

185) although this classification has not 
been used in the past. The largest sherd 
measured 11 5cm by 7.5cm by 1.2cm in thick
ness and had a lug handle (Fig. 8). All are 
grit-tempered and light brown in color. Only 
one sherd was cordmarked. 

Surface Collection 
The surface collection of 1958 produced 

12 items: seven of chipped flint or chert, one 
grinding stone, one end of a polished celt, 
one piece of a hematite scraper, and two 
hematite plummets. Of these pieces, five 
were fragments of points while two complete 
bird points were found. In addition there were 
12 pieces of unworked hematite, the largest 
sample weighing 7 ounces. 

Summary 
There now seems to be some question in 

the minds of a number of archaeologists as to 
what constitutes Adena (Swartz 1971), there
fore the heading of this report, an Early 
Woodland/Adena mound. Many of the traits 
found in the Ralston mound show the Adena 
influence: the leaf-shaped and Robbins type 
blades, the thick grit-tempered pottery with 
lug handle, the use of red ocher on artifacts 
and burials, the small celt, and the central 
subfloor burial—all have been identified in 
the past as being distinctive of Adena, yet 
many of these same traits apply to other 
cultures. 

Fig. 1 (Haliock) Location of Ralston mound. 

Much of the information we have to date on 
Adena has been gained from investigation of 
mounds, yet that type of site only give one 
aspect of a people, their burial practice. Is it 
possible, then, in working with Adena that we 
are dealing with a religion rather than a cul
ture or a people? I suggest it was perhaps a 
religion that had its origin somewhere in the 
mid-Ohio valley from an earlier Archaic burial 
cult and was spread to other areas. A religion, 
I postulate, that grew from a belief in a life 
after death and passed through various 
stages as different peoples added to or took 
from the ritual until it reached its climax in the 
great cremonial centers of the Hopewell. 
Such a hypothesis would explain the absence 
of any migration pattern, large land area 
covered, as well as the length of time that 
Adena is believed to have existed. 

A precedent for such thinking can be found 
today in the spread of most religions. A good 
example would be the many branches of 
Christianity that have come into being as this 
religion spread over the world. All branches 
of Christianity have the same basic tenets 
but differ greatly in their application. Only 
further scientific investigation, especially of 
village sites, can bring about some answers. 

The area in and around Marietta, Ohio 
would make an excellent laboratory for such 
investigation. It has produced in the past 
abundant evidence of mans' long occupation. 
Cultural material from every time period has 
been by collectors. Glacial Kame burials have 
been rooted out of the gravel pits. A few 
mounds still remain that were missed by the 
plow, and rockshelters are to be found in 
which man took refuge. 

In addition the location of Marietta at the 
confluence of the Ohio River from the east 
and the Muskingum River from the north 
makes it an ideal area for early man and his 
ideas to meet. This situation is evidenced by 
the large earthworks found there by the early 
pioneers and mapped by Rufus Putnam in 
1788, some of which remain to day. 

Dragoo, Don W. 
1963 Mounds for the dead; an analysis of the 

Adena culture. Annals of Carnegie Mu
seum 37, Pittsburgh. 

Mayer-Oakes, William J. 
1955 Prehistory of the upper Ohio valley. An

nals of the Carnegie Museum 34, 
Pittsburgh. 

Mills, William C. 
1914 Archaeological atlas of Ohio. Ohio His

torical Society, Columbus. 
Swartz, B.K. Jr. 

1971 Adena: the seeking of an identity. Ball 
State University, Muncie, Indiana. 
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Fig. 2 (Hallock) Ralston mound looking west toward the 
county road before any work was done. 
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Fig. 3 (Hallock) Plan of Ralston mound showing grid, ex
cavated units (hatched areas), burials (X), tree stump f ® A 
and sub floor pit (Q)-

Fig. 4 (Hallock) Adena cache blades and the Robbins point 
found in a cache deposit, Ralston mound. 

Fig. 5 (Hallock) Choppers and preforms, plus the large 
Adena leaf-shaped blade and blade. 

Fig. 6 (Hallock) Balance of chipped stone Fig. 7 (Hallock) Ground stone from Rals- Fig. 8 (Hallock) Fayette Thick Pottery 
artifacts from the Ralston mound. ton mound showing hoe, Hopewell celt sherd with lug handle, plus cord-marked 

and Adena adze. sherd. 
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Part of 
The Grimm Collection 

By Elmer Grimm, 
Elyria, Ohio 

Fig. 2 (Grimm) Two slate birdstones 

Fig. I (Grimm) A fine iron pipe totnahawh 

Fig. 3 (Grimm) An Adena blade and two Adena Fig. 4 (Grimm) Lanceolates. stemmed lanceolates, and knives. All were 
points. All are of Flint Ridge chalcedony. found by Mr. Fred Chandler in Medina County, Ohio. Material is all 

Upper Mercer flint from Coshocton County. 
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Revisiting a Classic Hopewell Site for Modern Salvage: 
Ohio Archaeologists at the Edwin Harness Mound 

N'omi Greber 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

Most of the artifacts associated today with 
the prehistoric Hopewel l Peoples of Ohio 
were col lected during mound excavations 
completed many years ago. The large mounds 
from the well known classic sites were all dug 
before 1930. It is therefore rare that an op
portunity arises to use modern methods of 
technical analysis, such as radio-carbon da
t ing, on materials found in original context 
in a large Hopewel l mound. The opportuni ty 
for salvage operations at the remnant of one 
such site, the Edwin Harness Mound, came 
about through the joint efforts of archaeolo
gists from all parts of Ohio. 

This mound had been partially excavated 
by Squire and Davis (1847), Putnam (1885), 
and Moorehead (1897); and Mills reported in 
1907 on what was intended to be its final 
excavation. However, in the fall of 1975 the 
mound site was graded to facil i tate cult iva
t ion and provide fill for an adjacent f ield, 
unexpectedly revealing undug sections of 
both mound floor and mound fi l l . I learned of 
the possibil i ty for salvage at the site through 
the Ironton Chapter of the Archaeological 
Society of Ohio. Because of the valuable data 
still recoverable from this major site, the Ohio 
Archaeological Counci l began in the late fall 
to organize a salvage operat ion. Funds and 
services in-kind were successful ly sol ici ted 
to more than meet the requirements of the 
matching grant awarded for the project in 
May 1976 by the American Revolut ion B i 
centennial Advisory Commission. 

The f ield work, which I directed for the 
Counci l , began in June. Over the summer, 
individuals of varying backgrounds and re
presenting eleven dif ferent institutions and 
organizations, including the ASO, worked at 
the site. We found the necessary charcoal 
and col lected soil and pollen samples which 
are presently being processed. When the 
analyses are complete there will be signif i
cant new data on Ohio Hopewel l available 
because of the combined contr ibut ions of 
each person in the f ield. 

Frequent ly we also found direct traces of 
our archaeological predecessors' cuts into 
the mound and familiar objects which they 
had deposited in the backfil l (Fig. 1). 

The mound floor turned out to be more 
complex than Mil ls had descr ibed. Accord
ing to our work so far, it is composed of dif
ferent numbers of sand and clay layers with 
atotal th icknessof 5 to 20 cent imeters (Fig 4). 
Near the outside of the site there is a single 
thin layer with more layers built up towards 
the center. There was also much more of the 
original floor intact than had been anticipated 
on the basis of both Mil ls' report and the 
appearance of the graded surface just before 
our work began. This was exci t ing, but it did 
mean that we were not able to uncover and 
record the whole f loor in the t ime available. 
Thus the number and complete shape of the 
structures used by the prehistoric people is 
still unknown. The beginning of the house 
patterns are clear in the aerial v iew of the 
site, as is the remains of the gravel which had 
been used as the final cover in the original 
mound structure. 

The landowner has become aware of the 
archaeological information still available. For 
this reason he has extended the excavation 
deadl ine from the fall of 1976, provided that 
the work is f inished next season. I am pre
sen t l y w o r k i n g to ra ise funds and ob ta in 
special equipment and a crew to finish the 
excavations in the summer of 1977. 

Mills, William C. 
1907 Explorations of the Edwin Harness 

Mound. Ohio Archaeological and His
torical Quarterly, 16 (2). 

Moorehead, Warren K. 
1897 Report of Field Work Carried on in the 

Muskingum, Scioto, and Ohio Valleys 
During the Season of 1896. Ohio Ar
chaeological and Historical Society Pub
lications, 5:165-274. 

Putnam, Frederic Ward 
1885 Report of the Curator to the Trustees 

of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology, Eighteenth Annual 
Report. 

Squire, Ephraim and Edwin Davis 
1847 Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi 

Valley. Smithsonian Contr ibut ions to 
Knowledge, Vol. I, Smithsonian Institu
tion, Washington, DC. 
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f̂aerj (Hambacher) 12 August 1976. The light rectangular area in the end unit at the right (north) is the base 
s trench. The dark hole towards the center of the site is the remains of one of Squire and Davis' shafts. 

Fig. 4 (Greber) Setting up to photograph a wall profile with 
a prehistoric pit cut through the floor layers, a pedestalled 
post hole is in the foreground. 

Fig. 5 (Greber) Mr. Robert Harness, the land owner, (at left) 
inspects the mound floor with Dr. James B. Griffin who 
visited the site 3-4 August. 
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Fig. 6 (Greber) Students and volunteers from Cuyahoga Community College and the Archaeological Society of Ohio 
clear the gravel ringing the south end of the mound: this had been covered by the 1975 grading operations. 

Fig. 7 (Greber) Using ~>nt end loader to remove backfill. 

Fig. 8 (Greber) The photography platform was carefully tied 
together by a volunteer fireman who, at the time, was also a 
volunteer archaeologist. 

Fig. 9 (Greber) Students and volunteers from the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Case Western Reserve Uni
versity, the Archaeological Society of Ohio, and the University of Cincinnati working at the north end of the site. 
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Previous Excavation of The Edwin Harness Mound 
by Robert N. Converse 

The accompanying pictures are published 
through the courtesy and cooperation of 
N'omi Greber of the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History and Martha P. Otto, Head 

of the Department of Archaeology of the 
Ohio Historical Society. Some of these arti
facts were published in the report of the 1903 
excavation by William C. Mills. 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Two views of Hopewell platform pipes. 
Both are of Ohio pipestone and largest is the first pipe 
found in Mills' 1903 excavation. 

Fig. 2 (Converse) An extremely fine string of fresh water 
pearls in graduated sizes. 

Fig. 3 (Converse) Projectile points found during excavation 
of the Harness mound. Points 3 and 4 in top row were 
found with burials. Other points are those found in the 
mound fill and were inadvertantly deposited when the 
mound was erected. 
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Regional Collaborator News 
by R. L. Harter 

1961 Buttermilk Hill 
Delaware, Ohio 

Rare Artifacts From The Plymale Collection 

Figure 2 (Harter) 
An unusually small fluted point 

Figure 1 (Harter) 
An excellent triangular blade 

The three unusual artifacts pictured above 
are from the Roy Plymale collection and are 
from northern Delaware, county. The triangu
lar blade, figure 1, measures 90 mm. long, 
52 m.m. wide and only 5 m.m. thick. The raw 
material is mottled Coshocton flint with a tan 
chert tip. 

The unusually small fluted point in figure 
2 measures only 27 m.m. long (just over one 
inch) and 20 m.m. wide at the base. The point 
is fully fluted on both sides. The raw material 
also comes from the Upper Mercer f l int 
deposits. 

The "tang" type blade in figure 3 is quite 
rare for this region and is uncommon else
where in the eastern United States. The blade 
is 127 m.m. long and 30 m.m. wide. The tang 
is 15 m.m. long and 12 m.m. wide. The raw 
material is mottled Coshocton flint. 

Figure 3 (Harter) 
A rare "tang " type blade 
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Some Interesting Pipes 
By Robert N. Converse, 

Plain City, Ohio 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Guilford Lake, Columbiana Co., Ohio 
pipestone. Sandstone, Dresden, Coshocton Co. 

Fig. 4 (Converse) Fine grained 
sandstone pipe, Brown Co., 
Ohio. Note human face and tic-
tacto design. Reverse has 
double armed cross. 

Fig. 2 (Converse) Catlinite with pewter inlay from historic period, Ross Co. Sandstone pipe 
which is Indian copy of early kaolin European pipes, Fayette Co. 

Fig. 3 (Converse) Elbow pipe of black steatite, Hamilton Co. Micmac 
type pipe from Wyandot Co. made of pipestone. 

Fig. 5 (Converse) Sandstone 
pipe from Hancock Co. 
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One of the largest flint artifacts from the Ohio area is the famous Prtcer spear, (the upper piece in the photograph.) It is 14 inches 
long (longer when the broken portions are taken into account) and was found on the surface of the Seip mound by one of the 
Pncer children when the mound belonged to their family. It is shown in full size so that our readers can appreciate the dimen
sions of this tndy gigantic spear Shown with it is an almost equally large and extremely interesting piece-a huge spear made 
of the identical material as the Pricer specimen. It is reputed to have been found in a mound in the Pamesville area. Although 

the Pricer spear was originally reported to have been made of quartzite your Editor put forward the thought that these spears 
are possibly made of novaculite, a material found in Missouri and Arkansas and one with which our western members are fami
liar. If so it would demonstrate trade connections or travel contacts with the more western expressions of the Hopewell culture. 
These pieces are in the collections of the Ohio Historical Society through whose courtesy the photographs were taken. 
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An Arctic Harpoon in Ohio 
by Daniel S. Bunner 
8500 McKitrick Road 

Plain City, Ohio 

In the fall of 1965, while rabbit hunting 
south of Circleville, Ohio, I found four large 
pieces of bone which had been unearthed 
by a groundhog from a gravel knoll. After 
cleaning the pieces they proved to be por
tions of the occipital, parietal, and frontal 
bones of a human skull. 

In the spring of 1966, I went back to the 
gravel knoll and found more human bone on 
the surface and decided that if anything were 
to be salvaged before it was completely lost 
to groundhog burrowing I should excavate 
what was left. The soil was a mixture of sand 
and gravel and I sifted all the surface material 
as well as what I dug. Unfortunately, the 
groundhog den itself had intruded through 
and destroyed almost all of the burial location 
and about all that was left were a few broken 
and decomposed bones. 

However, there were three well preserved 
artifacts which had apparently accompanied 
this individual. Two flint pieces were found, 
a Middle Woodland point (Converse 1973) 
with the end worked into a scraper-like edge, 
and a small tool which appears to be a flint 
celt with a bifacially worked edge. The third 
piece, made of antler, was highly polished 
and extremely well worked but a complete 
puzzle to me since I had never seen any
thing like it. The artifacts and bone were 
taken to the Ohio Historical Society for identi
fication and possible dating. I was told that 
the skull was approximately 1000 years old 
but no dating was given on the artifacts. 

A few months ago the skull and artifacts 
were shown to Robert Converse who referred 
me to a book on archaeology, Prehistory of 
North America by Jesse D. Jennings. The 
book contained drawings of harpoon heads 
from the Arctic which are almost identical to 

the antler artifact I found in Pickaway County. 
Jennings states that harpoon heads evolved 
from older elaborate forms to later and sim
pler designs. The Pickaway County harpoon 
appears to fall into a later type (Fig. 1, C, D, 
E, F,). To my knowledge, no similar artifacts 
have been reported from Ohio. 

This harpoon head is made from antler, 
probably deer, and is almost 3 inches long. 
The proximal end is cut diagonally so that 
the pointed portion forms a barb. A conical 
hole is drilled in this end to accomodate a 
shaft. Just forward of the shaft socket a hole 
was drilled transversely and grooved along 
each side for insertion of a line or cord. The 
distal, or pointed end, is slotted like those 
from the Arctic although the lower part has 
been broken. Another tiny hole was drilled 
at the very tip of the harpoon from the top 
down presumably to secure some sort of tip 
inserted into the slot. Pictures of the Arctic 
harpoons do not show a similar hole although 
they may be present. 

The estimate on the age of the skull, the 
Middle Woodland point, and the late place
ment of similar harpoon heads all seem to 
agree to approximate dating of approximately 
AD. 1000. The cultural affiliation between 
this harpoon and those from the Arctic I leave 
to the reader's speculation. Our surface finds 
from the area are of little help since they 
date from Archaic to historic. 

Converse, Robert N. 
1973 Ohio flint types. Archaeological Society 

of Ohio. Columbus. 
Jennings, Jesse D. 

1968 Prehistory of North America. McGraw-
Hill, New York. 
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Fig. 1 (Bunner) Illustrations of Arc
tic harpoon heads from Jennings' 
Prehistory of North America. Note 
similarity of G and F to Pickaway 
County example 

Fig. 2 (Bunner) Three views of Pickaway County harpoon. Portion of slotted 
end has been broken. Harpoons were designed so that the shaft fell away leav
ing the head with attached line imbedded in animal. 

Fig. 3 (Bunner) Reworked Middle Woodland point and 
small flint celt. Fig. 4 (Bunner) lop view of skull from burial. 
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Archaeological Society of Ohio 
Exhibit Winners for 1976 

January 18,1976: Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge, 
Columbus 
Trophies: 

Bestof Show, John Baldwin, general collection 
Best Site, Larry Conrad, Saultz site, Fairfield 

County 
Best Type, Phil Foley, pipe collection 

Special Awards: Best Personal Field Find of the 
Year 1975 (plaques) 
Flint Artifact, Peter Biemevsma, Archaic spear 

point 
Ceremonial Artifact, Dana Baker, tubular pipe 
Utilitarian Artifact, Earl Noble, chlorite banner-

stone 
Ornamental Artifact, LarHothem, slate pendant 

March 7, 1976: Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge, 
Columbus 
Trophies: 

Best of Show, Elmer Grimm, bead display 
Best Site, Merill Pickenpaugh, Gutridge cave 

site 
Best Type, John Baldwin, birdstone display 

Special Awards: Heavy-Duty Archaic Points 
(ribbons) 
Largest, Doug Hooks 
Most Colorful, Norman Kley 
Most Symmetrical, Dorothy Good 
Best Worked, Steve Olenick 
Most Representative, Norman Kley 
Best Group, Dorothy Good 

May 19, 1976: Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge, 
Columbus (Annual Meeting) 
Trophies: 

Best of Show, Steve Hart, general collection 
Best Site, Don Casto, Freeman site, Fairfield 

County 
Best Type, Ensel Chadwick, hematite artifacts 

Special Awards: Best Personal Surface Find, 
Winter and Spring 1976 (ribbons) 
Flint Artifact, Robery Myers, Archaic Side-

Notched point 
Flint Artifact, Richard Simpson, dovetail 
Flint Artifact, Lloyd Pierce, dovetail 
Ceremonial Artifact, Steve Litteral, ceremonial 

pick 
Utilitarian Artifact, Mike Sedler, Fort Ancient 

pipe 
Utilitarian Artifact, Charles Stout, Fort Ancient 

pot 
Ornamental Artifact, Kevin Ciola, tally-marked 

gorget 
June 20, 1976: Picnic meeting, Standing Stone 

Chapter, Lancaster 
Trophies: 

Bestof Show, John and Buddy Haney, general 
collection 

Best Site, Don Casto, Don Paul site, Fairfield 
County 

Best Type, Jim Ritchie, Flint Ridge flint display 
July 11, 1976: Picnic meeting, Southern Ohio 

River Chapter, Ironton 
Trophies: 

Best of Show, M.J. (Bud) Galloway, general 
collection 

Best Site, Larry Wilson, Salt Rock site 
BestType.EarlJ. Noble, cores and flake knives 

August 15, 1976: Picnic meeting, Six River Chap
ter, Westerville 
Trophies: 

Best of Show, Mr. and Mrs. William Reese, 
general collection 

Best Site, Charles Trader, Ohio River Archaic 
Point site 

Best Type, Billy Hillen, slate artifact display 
September 12, 1976: Picnic meeting, Sugarcreek 

Chapter, Dividing Ridge Explorers Club, and 
Aboriginal Explorers Club, Cadiz 
Trophies: 

Best of Show, Steve Olenick, flint collection 
Best Site, Ed Richard, Kline mound, Tuscara

was County 
Best Type, Paul E. Pugh, bone tool display 

November 21, 1976: Howard Johnson's Motor 
Lodge, Columbus 
Trophies: 

Bestof Show, Lloyd Pierce, general collection 
Best Site, Mr. and Mrs. William Reese, M-51 

site, Muskingum County 
Best Type, Robert Carey, hafted shaft scrapers 

Special Awards: Parallel-Flaked Lanceolate 
Points (ribbons) 
Largest, Billy Hillen 
Most Colorful, Ken Black 
Most Symmetrical, Bob Converse 
Most Representative, Richard Charles 
Most Unique, Earl Mumaw 

The special awards for the March 13, 1977, 
meeting and all regular meetings thereafter will 
be for the best personal surface finds. The next 
special awards will go the best surface-collected 
flint, ceremonial, utilitarian, and ornamental arti
facts found between January 1, 1977, and the 
meeting date, March 13, 1977. It is the opinion 
of the Exhibits Committee that this award will get 
more people into the field looking, more fine arti
facts being found, and more artifacts being saved 
from eventual destruction. 

Frank W. Otto, Chairman 
Exhibits Committee 
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Greentown Site 
Paleo Points 

By Keith Metcalf, 
Lucas, Ohio 

While surface hunting in a cornfield in 
Green Twp., Ashland County, Ohio, on July 1, 
1974, about 12:00 noon I found my first fluted 
point (no. 1). I was quite excited and marked 
the area. I then proceeded about 30 feet to 
the end of the field, moved over about three 
rows, walked about 15 feet and to my amaze
ment I spotted another fluted point (no. 2). 
The time span was only about two minutes. 
They were located about 15 feet apart. 

This cornfield was about 1/4 mile from the 
Greentown Indian site. This village was set
tled by Delaware Indians in 1783. They were 
removed to Upper Sandusky in 1812 and the 
village was burned. This area has produced 
points from early to late cultures. 

No. 1 is pink—light with dark stripes. Pos
sibly Flint Ridge flint. This point shows basal 
and lateral grinding. The arrow points to 
grinding which extends into the fracture 
which indicates it is not a recent break. This 
may have been done while shafting the point. 
The point is 1-13/16" long. The flute shown is 
1-3/16" inches in length. The reverse flute is 
5/8" long. The width of the point is 15/16". 

No. 2 is light gray dull flint. Notice the round 
fossils which extend through the point. Basal 
and lateral grinding is also present. The point 
is 1-3/4" long. The width is 7/8". The flute 
shown is 11/16" in length. The reverse flute 
is 7/8" long. 

Fig. 1 (Metcalf) Fluted point No. 1 Fig. 2 (Metcalf) Fluted point No. 2 

Small Boy—Big Find 
By Keith Metcalf, 

Lucas, Ohio 

This point was found by my son while we 
were surface hunting in a plowed field in 
Monroe Twp., Richland, County, Oh., on May 
27, 1975. John was six years old at the time 
he found this paleo point. 

The point is black with blue-gray spots. Pos
sibly Coshocton Flint. The point is 1-11/16" 
long. It is 1" wide. Shown is a definite flute 
9/16" long. The reverse shows basal thinning 
or that fluting was attempted. Basal and la
teral grinding is present. Fig. 1 (Metcalf) Fluted point found by John Metcalf. 
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Excavations of Mound B, A Hopewellian Site In The 
Muskingum Valley 

by John Morton, Zanesville, Ohio 

In the winter 1975 issue of the Ohio Ar
chaeologist, Linda Foraker discussed the ex
cavation of a low Hopewellian mound on a 
flat hilltop overlooking the Muskingum River 
south of Coshocton. (Foraker, 1975). It was 
initially reported that this mound (Mound A) 
was part of a group of four mounds on the 
hilltop. However, since then a fifth mound, 
only 16 inches high, was discovered as part 
of this mound cluster. A sixth mound is also 
located on the same hilltop several hundred 
feet behind the mound group. From the sum
mer of 1974 through the fall of 1976 all five 
mounds in the group (A through E) were 
excavated, each yielding Hopewell ian re
mains. The sixth mound in the back (Mound 
F), it turned out, had been extensively pot-
holed in the mid-60's. However, testing of 
remaining portions of this structure indicated 
it to be Adena. Both early and late Adena 
features were noted under several of the 
Hopewellian mounds, and a complete pattern 
of a Late Adena paired-post circular house 
was also exposed on the hilltop. 

Because of the extensive amount of ma
terial recovered from the larger Hopewellian 
mounds in the group (C and D) as well as 
from the excavation of the Adena house, a 
special publication is being prepared on the 
excavations of these structures. In the mean
time this report deals with the second mound 
to be excavated, mound B. While mound B 
yielded the fewest number of artifacts and 
structural features, it is particularly significant 
in that it produced the only radiocarbon date 
from the Hopewellian component on the hill
top (TX-2373) 1650±60 B.P. (A.D. 300). The 
tree-ring conversion for this date is A.D. 290-
320 (MASCA). This is the only date from a 
Hopewell site in the Muskingum Valley. 

Mound B had a diameter of 40 feet and a 
maximum height at the center of 2 feet 8 
inches, and is the third largest mound in the 
group. Since the area has never been culti
vated these are probably close to the original 
dimensions. 725 sq. ft. were excavated; 
roughly 65% of the original floor area. The 
paucity of artifacts and features, as well as 
the placement of the few features uncovered 
suggested our excavations recovered most 
if not all evidence of the cultural activity 
under the mound. 

Features 
Excavation of Mound B revealed 33 post 

holes, though in such an array as to prevent 
recognition of any specific pattern, except 
perhaps some kind of rude open oval struc
ture 20 by 25 feet. The two largest post holes, 
possibly central supports, can be found in 
the "center" of this pattern. In any case some 
kind of structure probably preceded the build
ing of the mound. A major feature encoun
tered was an arc of large sandstone slabs, 
col lected from the surrounding hil lsides, 
found in the northeast quadrant of the mound, 
roughly aligned with the post mold distribu
tion. Since all of the slabs were tilted upwards 
toward the center of the mound at about a 
30 degree angle, it would appear that they 
had been emplaced during the course of 
mound construction, possibly along the base 
of some pre-mound (primary mound) struc
ture, since they had been emplaced after the 
post molds had been covered over. Why they 
are limited to one side and seem to follow the 
post hole distribution cannot be satisfactorily 
explained. However, a similar arc of stone 
slabs was noted under Mound A, also in the 
northeast quadrant. 

Other features encountered include five 
small subfloor fire pits and a small cluster of 
fire cracked rocks on the mound floor. The 
carbon date was from a burnt log on the 
mound floor on the east side of the mound. 

Artifacts 
There were no burials found to be associa

ted with this mound, though artifacts recov
ered suggested that they had been intention
ally placed in the mound as offerings. Although 
the hilltop had a clay-rich acid soil with poor 
preservation qualities, it seems unlikely that 
if any burials had been present all traces 
could have been leached away. Because of 
this, fol lowing the suggestion of Foraker 
(1975), it is thought that the mound was built 
over some special activity area, in some way 
related to the funeral rites and the placement 
of burials in the other mounds (C, D, and E). 
Major finds were two complete banded slate 
ornaments found separately, but at about the 
same stratigraphic level of about 18 inches 
above the mound floor. While it is possible 
that these along with the stone slabs had 
been placed on a primary mound, no textural 
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or color differentiation was noted in the pro
files to suggest stages in mound construction. 
One of the ornaments was a rectangular two-
hole gorget, drilled from both sides. Identical 
gorgets were recovered from mounds C, D, 
and E and other Hopewellian sites through
out the Muskingum Valley. The other orna
ment was a pentagonal pendant, also drilled 
from both sides and thought to be characteris
tic of Late Hopewell in Ohio (Converse, 1971). 
In fact it was this pendant, among other fac
tors, that led Foraker to conclude that the 
mound group was probably Late Hopewell. 
While the date of A.D. 300 might be consi
dered Late Hopewell, it is still some two or 
three hundred years before the breakdown 
of the Hopewell interaction sphere (Prufer, 
1965). In addition, a pentagonal pendant has 
been recovered from the Middle Woodland 
Fairchance site near Wheeling, West Virginia, 
which has three radiocarbon dates centering 
around A.D. 160 (Hemmings, 1976). From 
this somewhat limited data we would suggest 
that pentagonal pendants may have had a 
longer chronological span within Hopewell 
than previously suggested. 

A fragment of a pointed slate ornament 
was found in the fill near the top of the mound 
and is thought to have been accidently incor
porated from an earlier occupation, probably 
Adena. Other artifacts such as projecti le 
points were found in the fill, but these too 
were part of the earlier occupation on the 
hilltop. The only other Hopewellian artifact 
was a proximal fragment of a parallel sided 
bladelet of Flint Ridge flint, also from the 
mound fill. 

Summary 
Although the amount of artifactual material 

Diagram A (Morton) Preliminary sketch map of the Hope
wellian mound group on a hilltop over-looking the Mus
kingum River. 

recovered from Mound B was limited, the 
structure is important in that it provided the 
radiocarbon date which fixed not only the 
time of the construction of Mound B, but 
probably the entire group. Excavations of 
Mound B as well as Mound A revealed that 
Hopewell mounds in the Muskingum Valley 
were sometimes built over special activity 
areas for reasons other than burial of the 
dead. The presence of a pentagonal pendant 
associated with a date of A.D. 300 helps con
firm its use as a diagnostic trait in identifying 
other Hopewell ian sites in eastern Ohio, 
though perhaps not exclusively Late Hope
well. 

Acknowledgements 
The mound group was excavated under the 

general direction of Jeff Carskadden and 
James Morton. However, different individu
als were assigned the responsibility for the 
supervision, excavation, and finally publica
tion of each of the mounds (for example, 
Linda Foraker, mound A). For their help on 
this particular mound the writer would like to 
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as well as Richard Gartley and James Bailey. 
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Fig. 1 (Morton): Slate artifacts from the fill of Mound B. 

Fig. 2 (Morton): Miscellaneous artifacts from the fill of Mound B 
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A Page From The Mills Atlas—Franklin County, Ohio 
by Mary Beth Albin, Dublin, Ohio 

The accompanying photograph is taken 
from the Archaeological Atlas of Ohio, known 
among archaeologists as Mills' Atlas. The 
book was printed in 1910 and showed the 
known Indian remains in each county in Ohio 
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atthattime. Mounds are denoted by triangular 
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Otter Effigy Pipe 
by Gordon Hart 
Bluffton, Indiana 

Dr.T. Hugh Young of Nashville, Tennessee, 
professed in his records this pipe (Fig. 1) to 
be a two-headed otter, while Dr. Stanley 
Copeland, Columbus, Ohio, declared that it 
was a two-faced otter. However, they were 
vague about determining the period and cul
ture of this artifact. Dr. Copeland produced 
the fol lowing writ ten history: "found in a 
mound at Miamisburg, Ohio in 1903 by Shoe
maker who retained it until bought by B. 
Eichart of Miamisburg for $50. Dr. Young 
purchased the pipe in 1943." In conversation 
with Dr. Copeland in his home in 1968, the 
author was informed that the pipe was found 
with two Adena-type stemmed points, both 
of which were broken. The underside of the 
otter head was covered with a calcium en
crustation which was partially green from 
long association with copper in the mound. 

From this information, the time frame of 
this artifact becomes most difficult to de
cipher, therefore the fol lowing facts and 
theories are presented: 

—This smoking instrument was found in 
Montgomery County, Ohio, the same lo
cation as the great Adena conical earth
works known as the Miamisburg mound. 

—The material used was the well-known 
Ohio pipestone of a brown tone similar 
to that of the famous Adena Pipe now in 
the Ohio Historical Center. 

—The method of drilling was a modification 
found in both the Middle Woodland pe
riod as well as the later Fort Ancient 
culture. The bowl, 2'/2 inches deep, is 
tapered from a 1 inch opening to the 
stem. The original drilling of the stem 
was accomplished first by the sand and 
reed method, then enlarged to 1 '/4 inches 
in diameter to accommodate the inser
tion of a wooden mouthpiece. 

- T h e eyes were created by a circular cut 
below which, and slightly off center, are 
the punctated nostrils with the incised 
mouth. The face toward the smoker has 
the head completed, displaying all facial 
components. The head away from the 
user or the distal end of the pipe is formed 
to completion, yet not featuring the eyes 
or mouth. 

—This otter pipe is a heavily based unit in 
no way having connotations of being 
directly related to the Middle Woodland 
Hopewell monitors, either plain or in 

effigy.Thethoughtof an Instrusive Mound 
culture interment of the A.D. 600 to 800 
period in a preformed Adena earthworks 
is unacceptable as the artifact is com
pletely out of context in design, method, 
and workmanship. 

Large effigy pipes of the Fort Ancient cul
ture are found throughout Ohio, predomin
ately in the middle lower section, and extend 
far into the Kentucky area. The author's col
lection contains several large Fort Ancient 
effigy pipes which display enough related 
traits found in the otter effigy pipe to pro
claim cultural affiliation. 

One thought should be injected: as study 
continues with ongoing time, changes of our 
thought patterns may occur. It is the author's 
opinion, in a divergence from professionally 
documented or expressed research, that the 
Fort Ancient culture predates vastly the time 
period presently projected. To me, through 
research of pipes only, the Fort Ancient re
flect in prehistoric time a less skilled or artisti
cally advanced group co-existing even with 
Hopewell people. The Hopewell culture was 
represented by artisans who possessed ad
vanced capabilities of placing in a designated 
form true representation, that which they 
revered, cherished, and believed to represent 
life-encompassing influences. To us, we may 
compare this advanced work to our own artis
tic cultural greats such as Titian, Rembrandt 
Russell, and Remington. 

To me the Fort Ancient culture in its for
mation was not as expressive with its earliest 
form of artifacts during what we term Wood
land period, be it middle or early. The feeling 
is ever present that these people were the 
peons or those workers of the better known 
cultures who did not have the time, oppor
tunity, or materials to develop skills worthy 
of the ceremonial figures. Today we have 
these same lower skilled artisans who pro
duce art works which tax our minds to know 
who or what they represent. In this art form 
one must be educated in a special psycholo
gical atmosphere to believe he understands 
or can relate this work to life or the universe 
I feel these so-called peons were an early 
sub-culture group which existed unrecog
nized until later development, when we 
termed them the Fort Ancient culture of a 
later prehistoric time. 

Returning after this controversial disserta-
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tion to the subject of this paper, the otter 
effigy pipe, the author projects this smoking 
instrument to be the very early development 
of what became the Fort Ancient culture, yet 
possibly crafted within the Middle Woodland 
period. This projection is not biased by the 
aforementioned broken Adena stemmed 
points, as the term "broken'' affirms the 
thought of a burial interred in association with 
a predated offering. The heavy projecting 
prowl forward of the bowl relates to early 
forms predating very late Woodland. The otter 
was a subject for eff igy representation 
through the Middle Woodland time slot. 

From these facts, actual or in context, the 
pipe presents a much earlier affiliation with 
the Woodland period than that which we 
presently term the Fort Ancient culture. If 

Fig. I (Hurt) Two faced otter effigy pipe found in the vi
cinity of the Miamisburg mound. Montgomery County. Ohio. 

this thought proves acceptable through the 
study of artifacts other than pipes, the Fort 
Ancient people as a cultural relationship will 
overlap into Middle Woodland as we now 
accept the co-existant time aff i l iation of 
Adena into Hopewell. 

The artisan designer of this pipe completed 
the head or face which observes the smoker, 
suggesting only self interest or adoration. 
Did he desire to watch the otter or did he feel 
he need be reminded the otter was observ
ing him? 

The author believes the position he has 
taken in this paper treads on ground not yet 
solidified by time with its related research. I 
feel the future will complete all features of 
this paper, yet like the pipe, at this time one 
face is incomplete. 

Fig. 2 (Hart) Top view of effigy pipe. Portion of otter face 
may be seen on front part of pipe. 
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Six Rivers Valley Chapter Artifacts 
By Robert Hill, Westerville, Ohio 

Some of the pieces displayed at our chap
ter meeting are shown. Most are personal 
finds of members of the Six Rivers Valley 
Chapter. 

Fine points from David Thomp
son, Delaware Co. 

Pendant found by Bob Hill, 
Franklin Co. 

Finds of Mike Kish in Franklin Co 

SVi inch lanceolate. 
Hamilton Co. 
Billy Hillen 

Dovetail 3-7/8 inches long 
Billy Hillen 

Found by Jim Gooding in 
Morrow Co 

Highland Co., Delaware Co. Franklin Pendant and gorget found In, Kevin 
Co. collection 0/ Kevin Lawson. Cola, Marion. 

28 

6>/2 lb. Axe found April 23. 1975 in 
Licking Co. by Steve Balazs. Mt. 
Vernon. 



Artifacts From The Sproull Collection 
Stephen Kelley 

P.O. Box 1 
Seaman, Ohio 45679 

Photos #1 through #4 illustrate part of the 
collection of Drs. Hazel and Grace Sproull of 
West Union, Ohio. The artifacts were col
lected by the Sproull sisters' father, Dr. O. T. 
Sproull. It is believed that most of these relics 
were found by Dr. Sproull on Ohio Brush 
Creek and Lick Fork of Ohio Brush Creek 
near the Treber Inn in Tiffin Township, Adams 

Ft. Ancient triangular points and discoidals 

Three-quarter grooved ax: Adena Celt with a slight groove 
encircling it; three-quarter grooved ax 

County. Treber Inn is a two story log structure 
built in 1798 as a private residence and way
side inn on Zane's Trace and is now on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Drs. 
Grace and Hazel Sproull own the Treber Inn 
which was built by their great, great grand
father, John Treber. 

Large blade and Ft. Ancient knives 

Top row: Trapezoidal Pendant; Adena Celt; fragment of an 
engraved piece of slate Bottom row: large Adena spear 
point; Archaic side notched point; Archaic Meadowood 
Point 
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An Insight Into Core Working 
by Robert N. 

Plain City 

Numerous articles and papers have appear
ed on the techniques used in aboriginal 
bladelet making and working cores of flint. 
Much has been written about the sizes, types, 
and conformations of cores, especially those 
used by the Hopewell Indians here in Ohio. 
It has long been my belief that Hopewell 
flint knappers could produce bladelets from 
nearly any kind of core, regardless of its 
shape, if they so desired. Although the classic 
haystack shape may have been the ultimate 
result, if no flaws in the flint were encoun
tered and if the original chunk of flint were 
of the correct proportions, they are in the 
minority rather than the majority. 

I have seen cores which are flat with blades 
removed from one face only, often with an 
extreme obtuse angle at the striking plat
form. Others are flat with blade scars on each 
face but at right angles to each other. Some 
are haystack shaped with blade scars around 
only part of their circumference. Many are 
wedge shaped with blades removed from one 
or more faces at random angles. I once saw 
a fairly large slab of Flint Ridge flint several 
inches long, one end of which had been uti
lized for blade removal making it look much 
like the cowcatcher of an oldtime locomotive. 
So many cores have been altered by rejuvi-
nation of the blade removal platform and 
exhausted by blade production that we have 
no idea of their original shape or the trans
formations through which they went to attain 
their final form. In short, core shape and size 
are not as significant as some would have us 
believe and may only demonstrate the ex
treme skill of the Hopewellians to fully re
duce a core to uselessness. 

Two cores in the collection of John Schatz 
of Williamsport, Ohio, demonstrate the ability 
of Hopewell flint workers to improvise when 
necessary. Mr. Schatz, a long time member 
of our Society, is an extremely knowledge
able collector of Indian artifacts and recogni
zed the uniqueness of the pieces in the ac
companying photographs (Figs. 1-3). They 
were found a number of years ago on a core 
site at Flint Ridge. 

These cores, made of a purple-green-gray 
Flint Ridge material, were at one time a sin
gle larger specimen. After removing a num
ber of bladelets from the larger original core, 
a flaw in the flint, dissatisfaction with its shape, 
or other reasons, prompted the flint knapper 
to split the piece and discard the larger por-

Converse 
, Ohio 

tion. The smaller core then had more blade-
lets removed from part of its circumference. 
After several were split off, the striking plat
form had to be rejuvinated because this edge 
invariably breaks down and a new sharp 
edged platform has to be produced if more 
blades are to be taken off. The gap between 
the larger and smaller cores in the photo
graphs (Figs. 1-2) is the result of core rejuv-
ination. To make a new removal or striking 
platform a large flake is split off by striking 
the core at right angles, apparently by per
cussion since the resultant scar is always 
conchoidiallyshaped. Strangely, I have never 
seen the flake of flint thus removed from an 
unworkable core although thousands of them 
must have been overlooked in the core 
patches at Flint Ridge. 

Fig. 1 (Converse) Two cores of Flint Ridge flint showing 
that they were originally one single core. Note flake scars 
on larger portion. 

Fig. 2 (Converse) Same two cores from the opposite side 
Worn removal platform and gap from rejuvination can 
be seen. 

30 
Fig. 3 Next Page 



What's Wrong With It? 
By Tom C. Grubb, 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

Several years ago one of my sons gave me 
a copy of a Hopewell platform effigy pipe 
which he had carved from a piece of New 
Hampshire soapstone. After having the pipe 
for some time I learned that it could easily be 
detected as a reproduction. I showed the pipe 
to several members of the Six Rivers Valley 

Chapter and few could detect the error in 
design which indicated the piece was not 
genuine. To help keep our collectors on their 
toes I wonder how many can say what is 
wrong with this pipe. See the answer on the 
inside back cover. 

Fig 1 (Grubb) Two views of a reproduction of a Hopewell platform pipe. 

Answer to "What's Wrong With It". 
ja>|oius ai|i WOJJ ABMB BujOB} iBimue am MJIM pa||up J9A8U a.iB sad|d wjo}}B|d ||a/\A9d0H 

i Necrology 
Floyd Makee 
1142 Oak St., N.W. 
New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 

Mr. Makee passed away Sept. 26, 1976 

Fig. 3 (Converse) Two cores separated. 
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