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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Friday, September 28, 2012

Jeffrey Legro
Supernexus: The Power of Position in the New Global Architecture
12:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Jeffrey Legro is vice provost for global affairs, professor of politics,
and Randolph P. Compton Professor in the Miller Center at the
University of Virginia. A specialist on international relations, Legro is
author of Rethinking the World: Great Power Strategies and
International Order (Cornell, 2005) and Cooperation under Fire: Anglo-
German Restraint during World War II (Cornell, 1995). He is co-editor,
with Melvyn Leffler, of To Lead the World: U.S. Strategy after the Bush
Doctrine (Oxford, 2008) and In Uncertain Times: American Foreign

Policy after the Berlin Wall and 9/11 (Cornell, 2011). In 2011, he was a Fulbright-
Nehru senior researcher at the Institute for Defense and Strategic Analyses in New
Delhi. Read more and register

Friday, September 28, 2012

Andrew Price-Smith
Climate Change, Disease, and the State: Lessons from History
3 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Andrew Price-Smith is director of the Energy, Environment and
Security Program and associate professor of political science at
Colorado College. He is author of several books, notably Contagion and
Chaos: Disease, Ecology and National Security in the Era of
Globalization (MIT, 2009) which won a Choice Magazine Award for
Outstanding Academic Volume of 2009. His other books include The
Health of Nations (MIT, 2002), which was short-listed for the
Grawemeyer Award; Plagues and Politics (Palgrave/Macmillan, 2001);

and U.S. Foreign Policy: Enduring Challenges (Oxford, forthcoming). Price-Smith has
testified on climate change, disease, and international security before the U.S. House
Science and Technology Committee. Read more and register

Monday, October 1, 2012

Alexander Keyssar
Why Do We Still Have the Electoral College?
12:30 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave.

Alexander Keyssar is Matthew W. Stirling Jr. Professor of History and
Social Policy in the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University. An historian by training, he has specialized in the



explanation of issues that have contemporary policy implications. He is
author of The Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the
United States (Basic Books, 2000), which was named the best book in
U.S. history by the American Historical Association and the Historical
Society and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the Los Angeles

Times Book Award. He is also co-author of Inventing America: A History of the United
States (Norton, 2002), a text integrating the history of technology and science into the
mainstream of American history. Read more and register

Wednesday, October 3, 2012

Panel Discussion
Equitable Water Allocation, Eco-Cultural Restoration, and Social Justice in the
Tigris-Euphrates Watershed
4 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

This panel will highlight one of the world's most volatile sources of
international conflict — the scarcity and equitable allocation of water —
by discussing current efforts to deescalate potential conflicts over
water, ease human suffering, and restore vital ecosystems, cultures,
and economies in the Tigis-Euphrates watershed region. Part of
EcoSummit 2012, this event will feature speakers from Turkey, Iraq,
Kuwait, and the United States, including Michelle Stevens, executive
director of Hima Mesopotamia, an international organization dedicated

to reaching across international borders to find solutions to the escalating ecological
and humanitarian crisis occurring on the Tigris-Euphrates watershed. Read more and
register

Friday, October 12, 2012

Valentine Moghadam
Women and Gender after the Arab Spring: Promises and Perils of
Democratization
12:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Valentine Moghadam is professor of sociology at Northeastern
University, Boston. Among her many publications are Modernizing
Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East (1993, 2003,
2013); Women, Work and Economic Reform in the Middle East and
North Africa (1998); Globalizing Women: Transnational Feminist
Networks (2005), which won the APSA's Victoria Schuck award for best
book on women and politics; and Globalization and Social Movements:
Islamism, Feminism, and the Global Justice Movement (2009, 2012).

This presentation will focus on three early cases of the Arab Spring – Tunisia, Egypt,
and Morocco – to discuss causes and likely outcomes, gender dynamics, and prospects
for successful democratic transitions. Read more and register

Other events



Thursday, September 27, 2012

Wayne Patterson
Korean Picture Brides and the Formation of a Korean Community in the United
States, 1909-1924
4 p.m., 0131 Mendenhall Lab, 125 S. Oval Mall
Sponsored by Institute for Korean Studies

Wayne Patterson, professor of history at St. Norbert College, will examine the
process by which young Korean women, through only the exchange of photographs
and several hundreds of dollars, were matched with Korean bachelors who had earlier
come to the United States. Focusing on the background of the women, and exploring
such issues as their reasons for coming and the difficulties they faced after their arrival
in America, the talk will also explore the way their arrival made possible the creation of
a new generation of Korean Americans, with all the attendant conflicts that ensued
between the children and their elders. For more, contact lerner.26@osu.edu.

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mytheli Sreenivas
Governing (over) population: Famine, contraception, and empire in historical
perspective
3:30 p.m., 1080 Derby Hall, 154 N. Oval Mall
Sponsored by Department of Geography

To trace a history of ideas about overpopulation, this paper focuses on two pivotal
events in the 19th century British Empire: a massive famine in southern India (1876-
1878), and the criminal prosecution of Annie Besant and Charles Bradlaugh (1877) for
disseminating information about contraception in England. Mershon affiliate Mytheli
Sreenivas considers how each of these events contributed to a popular conviction that
India was an overpopulated place, despite the fact that empirically, population growth
rates were negligible. By focusing on the development of these ideas in colonial India in
the 1870s, the paper challenges assumptions that there existed a history of liberating
reproductive rights in the West that can be easily separated from repressive population
control in the colonies.

Wednesday, October 3, 2012

Peter Verburg
Land change science at the interface of global and local processes of
environmental change
Noon, 1039 Derby Hall, 154 N. Oval Mall
Sponsored by Center for Urban and Regional Analysis 

Peter Verburg is professor of environmental spatial analysis at the Institute for
Environmental Studies, VU University, Amsterdam. Abstract: Land system change is a
key component of global environmental change and a direct reflection of human-
environment interactions across multiple spatial and temporal scales. New methods in
land science aim to investigate the respective roles of global processes and the
influence of local context as determinants of land system change, combining local case-
studies, multi-agent models and global assessments. The presentation aims at
introducing a number of these new research methods and discussing the role of
variation in human-environment interactions, including adaptation to global change, in
land system research. To register, email kelsey.26@osu.edu by September 28.

Previous events available for viewing



Jorge Castaneda, former foreign minister of Mexico and current Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin
American and Caribbean Studies at New York University, delivers the keynote address at the conference Immigration:
What's at Stake?, sponsored in part by Mershon Center. The conference was part of the university-wide 2011-12
Conversation on Immigration.

Castaneda keynotes fall conference on immigration

Watch a streaming video of Jorge Castaneda, former foreign minister of Mexico and
current Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin American and Caribbean
Studies at New York University, speak about "Immigration Today: Manana Forever" on
October 20, 2011, at the Ohio Union. Castaneda's address was the keynote for the
conference Immigration: What's at Stake?, part of the university-wide 2011-12
Conversation on Immigration, organized by the Center for Ethics and Human Values.

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Streaming videos recorded before Fall 2010
require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Thompson wins ISA book award for 'Channels of Power'

Alexander Thompson, associate professor of political science, was
selected by the ISA-Midwest, an affiliate of the International Studies
Association, for The J. David Singer Best Book Award for his book
Channels of Power: The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq
(Cornell , 2009).

The Singer Best Book Award is given every other year to the author (or
co-authors) of an outstanding book published in the previous three
years.

In Channels of Power, Thompson looks at U.S. policy toward Iraq, starting with the
Gulf War, continuing through the interwar years of sanctions and coercive
disarmament, and concluding with the 2003 invasion and its long aftermath. He offers



a framework for understanding why powerful states often work through international
organizations when conducting coercive policies -- and why they sometimes choose
instead to work alone or with ad hoc coalitions.

Thompson's book was also selected as co-winner of the Chadwick F. Alger Prize
(International Organization Section, International Studies Association).

Conklin explores socialism in France for 'Origins'

In this month’s Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective,
Meshon affiliate Alice Conklin explores why the socialists won now
in France, after two decades out of power, and what their return
portends for the future of the country.

After Francois Hollande's victory in the French presidential elections
in May followed by socialist victories in the more recent legislative
elections, many commentators declared a decisive swing to the Left

in Europe's second largest economy, at a moment of intense political paralysis in the
Eurozone.

Conklin argues that rather than an extreme shift to "socialism," French politics in the
post-World War II era have been marked by a broad consensus across party lines over
social policy and the basic architecture of the French welfare state.

The article can be found at go.osu.edu/francesocialism.

Origins is a free, non-commercial publication from the Public History Initiative and
eHistory in Ohio State University's History Department. Each month, an academic
expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in a larger,
deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided in each month's feature,
Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, graphics, timelines, and other material
to complement the article.

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. You can also follow Origins on
Twitter: OriginsOSU

Center for American Culture opens at Wuhan University

A grand opening ceremony on
September 18 officially
launched the Wuhan
University-Ohio State
University Center for American
Culture in the Hubei Province of
China.

Located in Wuhan University’s
newly built School of Foreign
Literature and Languages, and
funded by a $100,000 grant
from the U.S. Department of
State, the center provides a
learning environment that
promotes a better

understanding of the diversity of U.S. culture through lectures and discussions on the
U.S. legal system, social structures and higher education as well as American
literature, music, film and television.

An Ohio State delegation led by William Brustein (second from right), vice provost
for global strategies and international affairs, and Bob Eckhart (far left), a lecturer in
both the Department of English and the Combined ESL Programs in the College of
Education and Human Ecology and director of the Center for American Culture,
traveled to China to preside over the ceremony and a weeklong slate of activities.

Designed by Frank Ma, an Ohio State alumnus, the center features an American



atmosphere that includes furnishings typically found in the United States, a
demonstration kitchen to sample American cuisine and an entertainment area to
experience board games and other activities.

Read more and see photos from the Office of International Affairs.

Green Business Program studies sustainability in business

The Green Business Program gives students the opportunity to gain in-country
international experience with a blend of academic, corporate and cultural experiences.
The course explores the concepts and principles of "green business" in Costa Rica.

Students enrolled in the course will examine initiatives of several organizations that
have integrated sustainability-focused business practices into their operations.

Site visits may include a tour of the Dole Banana plantation, a coffee plantation, and
Firestone. Cultural activities include a yacht trip to the Private Reserve of Punta Coral
and a volcano tour.

Student applications will be reviewed based on GPA and class rank. Business Scholars
will receive preference.

Course Offered: Spring Semester 2013
Travel Dates: March 9-16, 2013
Application Deadline: October 15, 2012
More Information: IPO Green Business Program Website

Expo, address highlight Celebration of Research

October is Celebration of Research month at Ohio State. It’s our
annual celebration of the depth and breadth of research at the
university.

On Tuesday, October 2, the Office of Research will host the 2012
Research Expo from 9:30 a.m. – noon in the Great Hall Meeting

Room at the Ohio Union. The Expo highlights the wide range of support services
available to researchers across campus. More than 50 exhibitors – research centers,
institutes, core laboratories, shared resource providers, and campus vendors – will be
on hand to answer research-related questions and help faculty, staff, and students
navigate the research enterprise.

On Thursday, October 11, Caroline Whitacre, vice president for research, will deliver
the annual State of Research address at 8:30 a.m. in the Wexner Center Film/Video
Theater. In recognition of the 150th anniversary of the signing of the Morrill Act, which
established the public land grant university, Whitacre will review the influences that
created today's public research university and explore the forces that will shape its
future, highlighting Ohio State research that exemplifies how the university is meeting
these future challenges.

Immediately following the address, Ohio State's 2012 Innovators of the Year will be
announced. Find out who will take home this year's Innovator, Early Career Innovator,
and Student Innovator of the Year awards. A reception immediately follows the
announcement.

Each event is open to the entire research community. For more information, see
http://research.osu.edu/celebrationofresearch.

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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