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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Edgar S. Furniss Book Award Winner
Elizabeth Stanley
Techno-Blinders: The U.S. Techno-Centric Strategic Culture
12:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Elizabeth A. Stanley is associate professor of security studies at
Georgetown University. She has published widely on a variety of topics
related to mind fitness, resilience, military effectiveness and innovation,
war termination, and national security. She is author of Paths to Peace:
Domestic Coalition Shifts, War Termination and the Korean War
(Stanford, 2009), which won the 2009 Edgar S. Furniss Award, and co-
editor (with Risa A. Brooks) of Creating Military Power: The Sources of
Military Effectiveness (Stanford, 2007). Stanley will speak about her

current book project, Techno-Blinders: How the Cult of Technology is Endangering U.S.
National Security and What to Do About It (Stanford, forthcoming). Read more and
register

Friday, September 14, 2012

Rebecca Scott
Freedom Papers: An Atlantic Odyssey in the Age of Emancipation
3 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Rebecca J. Scott is the Charles Gibson Distinguished University
Professor of History and Professor of Law at the University of Michigan.
She will be speaking about her most recent book, Freedom Papers: An
Atlantic Odyssey in the Age of Emancipation (Harvard, 2012),
coauthored with Jean M. Hebrard, which traces the theme of the law in
slavery and freedom through the examination of one family across five
generations. Scott's previous book, Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and
Cuba after Slavery (Harvard, 2005), received the Frederick Douglass

Prize and the John Hope Franklin Prize. This event is part of the Mershon Center's
Citizenship Lecture Series. Read more and register

Friday, September 28, 2012

Jeffrey Legro
Supernexus: The Power of Position in the New Global Architecture
12:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Jeffrey W. Legro is vice provost for global affairs, professor of politics,
and Randolph P. Compton Professor in the Miller Center at the
University of Virginia. A specialist on international relations, Legro is



author of Rethinking the World: Great Power Strategies and
International Order (Cornell, 2005) and Cooperation under Fire: Anglo-
German Restraint during World War II (Cornell, 1995). He is co-editor,
with Melvyn Leffler, of To Lead the World: U.S. Strategy after the Bush
Doctrine (Oxford, 2008) and In Uncertain Times: American Foreign

Policy after the Berlin Wall and 9/11 (Cornell, 2011). In 2011, he was a Fulbright-
Nehru senior researcher at the Institute for Defense and Strategic Analyses in New
Delhi. Read more and register

Friday, September 28, 2012

Andrew Price-Smith
Climate Change, Disease, and the State: Lessons from History
3 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Andrew Price-Smith is director of the Energy, Environment and
Security Program and associate professor of political science at
Colorado College. He is author of several books, notably Contagion and
Chaos: Disease, Ecology and National Security in the Era of
Globalization (MIT, 2009) which won a Choice Magazine Award for
Outstanding Academic Volume of 2009. His other books include The
Health of Nations (MIT, 2002), which was short-listed for the
Grawemeyer Award; Plagues and Politics (Palgrave/Macmillan, 2001);

and U.S. Foreign Policy: Enduring Challenges (Oxford, forthcoming). Price-Smith has
testified on climate change, disease, and international security before the U.S. House
Science and Technology Committee. Read more and register

Other events

Monday, September 10, 2012

Alice Rivlin
Barbara K. Fergus Women in Leadership Lecture
4 p.m., Performance Hall, Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.
Sponsored by John Glenn School of Public Affairs

Alice Rivlin is an expert on fiscal and monetary policy. She has served as the vice
chairman of the Federal Reserve, director of the White House Office of Management
and Budget, and the first director of the Congressional Budget Office. In 2010, Rivlin
was appointed by President Barack Obama to his National Commission on Fiscal
Responsibility and Reform. She is a visiting professor at the Public Policy Institute of
Georgetown University and a senior fellow in the Economic Studies program at the
Brookings Institution. She is the co-director of the Greater Washington Research
Program at Brookings. Rivlin received a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship, taught
at Harvard, George Mason, and New School Universities, has served on the Boards of
Directors of several corporations, and as president of the American Economic
Association. She is a frequent contributor to newspapers, television, and radio, and has
written numerous books. Her books include Systematic Thinking for Social Action,
Reviving the American Dream, and Beyond the Dot.coms (with Robert Litan) and she is
co-editor (with Litan) of The Economic Payoff from the Internet Revolution. Read more
and register

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Nuruddin Farah
Remembering Somalia: A Writer Speaks
4:30 p.m., Saxbe Auditorium, Drinko Hall, 55 W. 12th Ave.
Sponsored by the Diversity Lecture & Cultural Arts Series



Mershon Memo

Nuruddin Farah is the first African to win the Neustadt International Prize for
Literature (in 1998). He has been described by some of the world's foremost writers
not just as "one of the finest contemporary African novelists" (Salman Rushdie) but
"one of the world’s great writers" (Ishmael Reed). Farah is the author of nine novels,
including From a Crooked Rib, Links, and his Blood in the Sun trilogy: Maps, Gifts, and
Secrets. His novels have been translated into 17 languages and have won numerous
awards. Upon the publication of Sweet and Sour Milk, which won the English-speaking
Union Literary Award, Farah became persona non grata in Somalia. In exile, he began
what has become a lifelong literary project: "To keep my country alive by writing about
it." Born in Baidoa, Somalia, Farah now lives in Cape Town, South Africa. In recent
years he has made frequent visits to Mogadishu for research purposes and to broker
dialogue between the various armed groups vying for power in Somalia. A reception
and book signing will follow the lecture. To register, contact waugh.2@osu.edu. Read
more

Previous events available for viewing

Marc Lynch (left) spoke to an undergraduate seminar taught by Bill Liddle after his lecture on "The Arab Uprising" at
the Mershon Center for International Security Studies on May 1, 2012. 

Foreign Policy blogger Lynch discusses Arab Spring

Watch a streaming video of Marc Lynch, associate professor of political science and
international affairs at George Washington University, discussing "The Arab Uprising"
on May 1 at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies. Lynch publishes
frequently on the politics of the Middle East, with a particular focus on the Arab media
and information technology, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, and Islamist movements. His latest
book, The Arab Uprising: The Unfinished Revolutions of the New Middle East (Public
Affairs, 2012), explores the ramifications of upheaval in the Arab world, and how the
West should react.) Lynch is also senior fellow at the Center for a New American
Security, and edits the Middle East Channel for ForeignPolicy.com. 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News



Entries sought for international photography contest

All current students, faculty, staff and visiting scholars at The Ohio State University are
invited to submit their photos to the 2012 International Photography
Competition. This is a wonderful opportunity to share your original photographs from
around the world!

All entries must have been taken outside the United States and should be creative,
original, and of high quality. A "Best of Show" will be selected, as well as 1st place, 2nd
place, and 3rd place awards in the following categories: People, Places, and
Transportation.

The winning photographs will be exhibited in the East Art Lounge in the Ohio Union
during November and December. More than $400 in gift cards will be awarded to the
Best of Show winner and the place award winners.

The deadline for entries is 4 p.m., Monday, September 24. Visit
http://oia.osu.edu/photo-contest for the 2012 International Photography Competition
Rules and Entry Form.

Study Abroad Expo to take place September 6

The Office of International Affairs invites you to the 2012 Study Abroad Expo, which
will be held on Thursday, September 6, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the Buckeye Reading
Room in the Thompson Library. The expo gives students the opportunity to talk one-
on-one with study abroad experts and learn more about the myriad ways to study
abroad at Ohio State. Students will be able to explore programs for all majors in more
than 100 countries on all seven continents, as well as learn how to apply for a
passport. For more information about this event, please see this year's Expo
poster and the Study Abroad Expo website. 

Mershon co-sponsors Undergraduate Research Forum

The Mershon Center for International Security Studies and the Undergraduate
Research Office will co-sponsor Recipe for Success: Basic Ingredients for
Undergraduate Research, a symposium for undergraduates on Wednesday,
September 19, at 4:30 p.m. in 0020 Page Hall, 1810 College Ave.

An interdisciplinary panel of Mershon affiliated faculty will discuss the basic ingredients
of a good undergraduate research project. Panel members will cite examples of good
undergraduate research projects and address such questions as:

How do you develop good research questions?
What types of methodologies should you use in your research?
What foundation do you need to have before undertaking a research project?
What theories and facts do you need to know? What classes do you need to
take?
How can undergraduates work with the Institutional Review Board?
How can undergraduates make connections with faculty members?

Panelists include Craig Jenkins, professor of sociology, political science, and
environmental science and director of the Mershon Center; Jennifer Siegel, associate
professor of history; and John Carlarne, peace studies coordinator.

This is one of the most successful undergraduate events sponsored by the Mershon
Center every year, with more than 70 percent of respondents rating it as extremely
valuable. Undergraduates can register by Monday, September 17, by sending an email
to uro@osu.edu with "RSVP:Mershon" in the subject line.

'Origins' examines history of class warfare in America

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to
announce the publication of its September 2012 issue, featuring
"From Karl Marx to Karl Rove: 'Class Warfare' in American Politics,"



by Sarah Brady Siff.

In the midst of a presidential election campaign that pits a wealthy
Republican businessman against a self-proclaimed warrior for the
middle class, Americans are talking a lot these days about "class."
Many credit the Occupy Wall Street movement with making "class

warfare" — which, in its contemporary use, is really about tax policy — a driving issue
in 2012.

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels' original idea of class struggle emerged with the
creation of a class of factory wage earners during the Industrial Revolution. Now the
term is a slander used by conservatives such as Karl Rove to imply its historic
connection to socialism. This month, historian Sarah Brady Siff explores the history of
the ideas and practices of "class warfare" in American history.

The article can be found at go.osu.edu/classwarfare.

Origins is a free, non-commercial publication from the Public History Initiative and
eHistory in Ohio State University's History Department. Each month, an academic
expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in a larger,
deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided in each month's feature,
Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, graphics, timelines, and other material
to complement the article.

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. You can also follow Origins on
Twitter: OriginsOSU

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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