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OBITUARIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE OHIO ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
REPORT OF THE NECROLOGY COMMITTEE, 2012
The necrology committee of The Ohio academy of Science consists of William r. Burk (chair), university of north carolina, chapel
hill, nc; christopher cumo, canton, Oh; and relda e. niederhofer, firelands college of Bowling Green State university, huron, Oh.
The committee thanks norene holmes, anton a. reznicek, Jonathan riley, and Paul c. Stromberg who were guest contributors. The
committee also expresses its gratitude to the following individuals and institutions: Stephen M. charter, head and university archivist,
Bowling Green State university; nancy cruickshank, Ohio Sea Grant and f. T. Stone laboratory, The Ohio State university; robert
Dirig, honorary curator of lichens, cornell university; Michelle Drobik and lindy M. Smith, The Ohio State university, archives;
Diana foster, Office of alumni affairs, Bowling Green State university; Michael frost, Manuscripts and archives, Yale university; elly
(Voss) hendricks, Dayton, Oh; charles e. herdendorf, Sheffield Village, Oh; David J. hicks and Philip Orpurt, Professor emeritus,
Manchester university; Bruce leach, Biology librarian, The Ohio State university; lee Mclaird, curator of rare Books & Special
collections, Bowling Green State university; Kevin Meske, customer Services, university of Wisconsin alumni association; David
null, Director university archives, university of Wisconsin—Madison; Karen Page Osterling, administrative assistant, Office of
the Dean, Bowling Green State university firelands; Shelley Palmer, assistant to the chair, Department of Physics, The Ohio State
university; Gary Parsons, collection Manager, a. J. cook arthropod collection, Department of entomology, Michigan State university;
arleen Pineda, f. T. Stone laboratory, The Ohio State university; Jeffrey M. reutter, Director, Ohio Sea Grant college and f. T. Stone
laboratory, The Ohio State university; David romito, Science librarian, university of north carolina—chapel hill; James B. Short;
cheri Slattery, John carroll university; ronald l. Stuckey, columbus, Oh; Barbara Tysinger, health Sciences library, university of
north carolina—chapel hill; Gerald a. White, Director, american legion Buckeye Boys State; and Susan Whitfield, Department of
Biology, university of north carolina at chapel hill.
The committee is seeking volunteers to provide information or to write obituaries on deceased members of the academy whose
obituaries have not yet been written for The Ohio Journal of Science. Please contact The Ohio academy of Science if you can assist in this
effort. a two-page outline of instructions for preparation on obituaries in The Ohio Journal of Science, written by ronald l. Stuckey, is
available from the academy office.
The following is a list of deceased members of the academy with the year joined and year of death, if known, whose obituaries have
not yet been published in the Journal.
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John Lee Crites (1923 – 2010)
John lee crites, 86, Professor emeritus of Zoology at The
Ohio State university and noted parasitologist, died 9 January
2010. The cause of death was respiratory failure due to pneumonia.
Joining the u.S. army (august 1943), he served in the infantry in
the Pacific Theater of Operations, attaining the rank of Technical
Sergeant. in the last months of military service (april 1945-January
1946), he was a parasitologist with the army Medical corps in the
Philippines and Japan. crites was designated a “spot-light teacher”
by undergraduate students at OSu
(1962) for his excellence in teaching.
a pioneer in the study of parasites
of fishes of the Great lakes, he
determined parasite cycles of yellow
perch. crites was also a consultant
for various government agencies and
a reviewer for scientific journals.
crites joined The Ohio academy
of Science in 1953 while he was
a graduate student. he affiliated
with the section on zoology (vice
president, 1977-1978), was elected
a fellow (1959), and became a life member (1982). he regularly
participated in the academy’s annual meetings by presenting
papers. an active member of the organization, crites served as a
judge for student projects in biology and was the central District
representative to the Junior academy (1956-1962). he provided
administrative guidance through his membership on the council
of the academy (1980-1983) and the executive committee
(1981-1982). crites served as academy president (1981-1982) and
presented his presidential address on “Diversity and commonality”
at the organization’s 91st annual meeting, 24 april 1982.
Born 10 July 1923 in Wilmington, Oh, crites was the son
of Wilfred John and Mildred Jane (Baker) crites. Young crites
attended the Wilmington public schools, graduating from
Wilmington high School (1941). he then entered the university
of idaho; however, military service interrupted his studies. after
being discharged from the armed services, he resumed his college
education. at ui he earned a B.S. in zoology (1949) and entered
graduate school there. his studies focused on parasitology, a field
in which he became interested while serving in the Pacific. crites
earned an M.S. in parasitology (1951). his thesis concerned a
survey of visceral parasites of the ruffed grouse, Bonasa umbellus
linn., in northern idaho and was published in part (Bulletin
– Idaho Fish and Game Commission 2(3): 24-28. 1951). crites
subsequently matriculated at OSu, where he received a Ph.D.
in zoology with an emphasis on parasitology (1956). under the
direction of professor Joseph n. Miller, he wrote his dissertation
on the “Studies on the Morphology, Taxonomy, and life history
of Cruzia americana Maplestone, 1930, a Parasitic nematode of
Didelphis marsupialis virginiana” which was published in part ( J.
Parasitol. 42(1): 68-72. 1956).
his early professional positions were: teaching assistant in
zoology, anatomy, physiology, and parasitology, ui (1949-1951);
assistant (1951) and assistant instructor (1953), both in zoology,
OSu. While still working on his doctorate, crites was appointed
instructor in the Department of Zoology (now Department of
evolution, ecology and Organismal Biology), OSu. There, he
advanced in the academic ranks: instructor (1955-1959), assistant
professor (1959-1963), associate professor (1963-1967), professor
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(1967-1990), professor emeritus (beginning 1990). he chaired the
department from 1981 to 1990. crites was a research investigator
at the franz Theodore Stone laboratory (1956), where he studied
the distribution of aquatic nematodes in lake erie and their
relationship to the fish food chain. he conducted additional research
as a national Science foundation fellow at Duke university’s
Marine Biological laboratory (1958). early in his career crites
became a consultant to uSaiD-nSf to plan and direct, on a
trial basis, a biology institute at aligarh Muslim university and
to assist with an institute at Banaras hindu university (spring
and summer, 1964). he visited several universities and colleges in
northern india. The trial institutes were successful, and they were
expanded and continued for a number of years. While in india,
the u.S. Government asked crites to visit several organizations
that supported programs in parasitology before and after his stint.
crites was known as an outstanding, affable, and gifted
professor who taught invertebrate zoology and parasitology on
the main OSu campus as well as at Stone laboratory. he taught
over 15 different zoology courses during his tenure at OSu. he
developed and introduced into the curriculum the first course
dealing with parasites of fishes and wild animals in any university.
he conducted a focused research program in parasitology for over
three decades. his research and publications entailed investigations
on nematode parasites of animals; nematode parasites of plants;
free-living nematodes, both marine and fresh water; and the biology,
pathology, development, life histories, and taxonomy of parasites
of fish and wild animals. under crites’s direction, his laboratory
produced many students and published volumes of scholarly
research in the leading scientific journals. he set high standards
and led by example. he asked nothing of his students that he
would not do himself. in the field crites pulled as many trawls as
his students. in teaching he instilled his genuine sense of wonder
about animals and parasites and conveyed this appreciation to all
his students in the courses he taught. his enthusiasm and superb
skill in communication contributed to his outstanding teaching.
numerous students enrolled in his parasitology classes because of
his reputation for rigorous teaching and the passion he brought to
the class. crites was truly a ‘model scientist’ who promoted a lasting
curiosity as well as a strong work ethic in his students.
he held a joint appointment at the franz Theodore Stone
laboratory on Gibraltar island, Put-in-Bay, Oh, where he taught
animal parasitology and zoology in summers (1965, 1967-1980).
There he investigated the bird and fish parasites of lake erie. at
the laboratory he was associate director during the 1970s. his
research lab on the island was among the most active, producing
numerous graduate students who developed successful and
distinguished careers.
in professional associations he held memberships in the
american institute of Biological Sciences, the american association
for the advancement of Science, the american Microscopical
Society, the american Society of Parasitologists (council
member), the annual Midwest conference of Parasitologists,
the helminthological Society of Washington (editorial board),
the international association for Great lakes research, the Ohio
fish and Wildlife association, the Wildlife Disease association,
and the World federation of Parasitologists. in honorary societies
he was elected to alpha epsilon Delta, Gamma Sigma Delta, Phi
Sigma, and Sigma Xi.
a talented artist in both pen and ink and watercolor, crites
created some beautiful art work. his pen and ink line drawings of
buildings at Stone lab are among his most noteworthy. numbered
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prints of them are available to those who donate to the scholarship
that bears his name, the John l. crites research fellowship at
Stone laboratory fund. his former students established the
fund in 2002 through donations and proceeds from the sale of
crites’s prints. To date, the endowment has supported numerous
scientists and students working at the lab, including over 60
students who participated in the laboratory’s research experience
for undergraduates since 2005. The endowment is an example of
crites’s lasting legacy.
in retirement crites and his wife, Phyllis, spent several winters in
Ocean Springs, MS, where they relaxed, enjoyed the mild weather,
and further pursued his artistic talents. even there, however, his
curiosity and interest in parasites were still alive. he continued his
research at the Gulf coast research laboratory with Dr. robin
Overstreet, a longtime colleague and friend. his studies included
investigations on nematodes in vinegar eels.
crites married Phyllis naomi (Steelquist) crites 21 July 1946.
Surviving crites are a daughter, Jill ann (Steve) cooks, and children,
heather and Max; and a son, robert hilton (alison) crites and
children, Zach, haly, aja, Brielle, and allaire. The O.r. Woodyard
funeral home–northwest chapel, columbus, Oh, was in charge
of arrangements. crites was cremated, and a private interment was
held. Memorial contributions may be made to the John l. crites
research fellowship at Stone laboratory fund, franz Theodore
Stone laboratory, 1314 Kinnear road, area 100, The Ohio State
university, columbus, Oh 43212-1156 (Phone 614-292-8949;
<http://stonelab.osu.edu>).
--William r. Burk with Paul c. Stromberg

Paul Mason Daniel (1924 – 2012)
Paul Mason Daniel, 87, Professor emeritus of Zoology at Miami
university in Oxford, Oh, died 3 June 2012 at the retirement
community Buckingham’s choice in adamstrom, MD. a zoologist
by training, Daniel was a naturalist in the tradition of natural
history in the nineteenth century. he had an affinity for nature
and a desire to understand as much of it as he could. according to
Ohio academy of Science (OaS) administrator lynn e. elfner,
Daniel was the “last of the old time naturalists.” among his proudest
achievements, the zoologist hiked
the entire appalachian Trail.
Whenever he had vacation, Daniel’s
wife lois (Pierson) Daniel, whom
he married in 1948, would drop
him off at a section of the trail,
picking him up a week later. in
this way, over the years, Daniel
managed to cover the whole trail
on foot. a recipient of Oxford,
Ohio’s citizen of the Year award,
Daniel was active in community
service. in 1988 he became the first
person honored with the OaS’s
outstanding university educator award.
Joining the OaS in 1960, Daniel was elected a fellow (1980)
and became an emeritus member (2004). an active member of the
academy, he served as its president (1985-1986) and as director
of the Junior academy council (1979-1984). at the academy’s
95th annual meeting in april 1986, he presented his presidential
address, “Biology and Biologists of the Buckeye Trail,” which was
published (Ohio J Sci 87: 2-9. 1987). Daniel, at elfner’s request,
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wrote the guidelines for District Science Day, which remain in force
today. in 1962 the OaS’s W. a. Manuel invited Daniel to join the
Visiting Scientists Program. in this capacity Daniel visited several
schools, where he shared his knowledge with students and faculty.
his live reptiles captivated students.
Born in Philadelphia, Pa, 12 July 1924, Daniel was the eldest
child of f. Jackson and emily (Gilliams) Daniel. The family moved
several times in the united States and canada during young
Daniel’s childhood. a brief stint in cincinnati acquainted Daniel
with Ohio, with various universities in the region of Miami, and
most likely with the university of cincinnati. in 1942 Daniel
graduated from Philadelphia’s abington high School. instead
of directly entering college, he enlisted in the u.S. army’s 34th
infantry Division during World War ii. as a soldier, he fought in
north africa, where German General irwin rommel and his tanks
were a threat, and in italy, earning both the Purple heart and the
Silver Star. at war’s end Daniel received an honorable discharge
and resumed his studies, enrolling in Miami university. Daniel and
his wife moved to the cincinnati area, where Daniel completed his
B.S. in education (1949) at the university of cincinnati. he then
became an assistant in biology at Western college for Women in
cincinnati (1949-1950). Daniel and his family moved in 1950 to
liberia in West africa, where Paul and lois were missionaries. at
liberia’s cuttington college, Daniel was a professor of science
(1950-1953), instructing in biology and mathematics. Some of his
students rose to senior ranks in the liberian government. returning
to Miami university, Daniel next earned an M.S. in zoology (1954).
he wrote his thesis on “a Study of the african lizard Agama
agama africana hallowell,” and published on the topic (Copeia
2: 94-97. 1960; Special Publication, no. 3, Ohio herpetological
Society. 1961). he subsequently taught at Stewart School. later he
was a founding faculty member at Tallawanda high School. even
though he lacked the doctoral degree, he served as an instructor in
the Department of Zoology and Physiology, university of Miami
(1959-1963, 1964-1965). in the academic year (1963-1964) he
was a science faculty fellow, national Science foundation, The
Ohio State university, franz Theodore Stone laboratory, Putin-Bay, Oh and columbus, Oh. at Miami university Daniel
emphasized the importance of fieldwork. he often took students
to local and regional areas of wilderness. under the direction of
aquatic entomologist n. Wilson Britt, Daniel subsequently earned
a Ph.D. in zoology (1964) from The Ohio State university. his
dissertation entailed “The Dynamics of the Benthic fauna of acton
lake in hueston Woods State Park, Ohio.” Daniel rose to the rank
of associate professor at Miami university and became a professor
emeritus in 1989. concurrently he was a curator at the hefner
Zoology Museum, university of Miami (beginning 1984), where
he rose from instructor to associate professor. he was a member
of the american Society of ichthyologists and herpetologists and
the Society for the Study of amphibians and reptiles. he was
elected to Sigma Xi.
among the courses Daniel taught were local flora and fauna and
vertebrate zoology, the course for which he was best-known. former
students remember him fondly. robert Sharp, now a veterinarian,
commented that “Paul was my instructor in vertebrate zoology,
leading us on many interesting treks through the streams and
creeks of the Oxford area… he was a wonderful teacher, inspiring
his students with his enthusiasm and making us amazed at the
creatures around us. he was also a friend, and i feel honored to
have known him.” “What a very special man Paul was in my life
from very early days,” remarked former student cal conrad. Daniel
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was “a thoughtful, caring, involved person, scout leader, professor.”
The admiring Ganett family remarked that “uncle Paul was always
interested in learning about everything. he was an inspiration to
us all. We will miss him greatly.” Dave Might of the cincinnati
Museum center is of a similar mind. “i had Dr. Daniel as a teacher
as an undergrad and was fortunate enough to work for him at the
hefner Zoology Museum for a couple of years in the 1980s. he
was always very supportive and kind, and i will always consider him
a mentor. i’ll always have fond memories of Paul and lois.” ron
Zemko noted that “Dr. Daniel was my instructor for vertebrate
zoology in the fall of 1969 and my favorite of the many zoology
faculty from whom i took classes as a Miami zoology major from
1967-1972. among the most enthusiastic faculty in the department,
class with Dr. Daniel was always an adventure, an inspiration, and a
pleasure. he will be missed by all who knew him and learned from
him.” Many other former students expressed similar sentiments.
Daniel contributed articles and essays to local, state and
national life science publications, wrote field guides and curricula,
and helped found Miami university’s institute of environmental
Sciences. after retirement he remained in contact with his former
colleagues, serving as curator for the Miami university hefner
Zoology Museum. active in community organizations, Daniel was
scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 930 while still an undergraduate.
for nearly four decades, Daniel mentored scouts and explorers. The
Boy Scouts recognized his commitment to scouting, honoring him
with the Silver Beaver award. he served four years on the Oxford
city council and devoted time to Oxford’s naacP chapter and
the audubon Society. Daniel was a founder of People united for
Self help (PuSh), an organization that provides resources to poor
homeowners. as a hiker Daniel wrote a column for Oxford Press.
he helped establish the american Discovery Trail, which ran east
and west across the entire united States. he also donated money
to Ohio’s Buckeye Trail.
Surviving Daniel are a sister, elizabeth Daniel of northport, fl;
three sons, christopher Phillip of frankfurt, KY, Timothy Michael
of Philadelphia, Pa, and anthony Paul of Oak hill, WV; a daughter,
emily Jean of frederick, MD; nine grandchildren; and two great
grandchildren. lois, his wife of 63 years, predeceased Daniel. family
and friends held a memorial service at the Buckingham choice
chapel service 6 June 2012. Miami university held a memorial
service for Paul Mason Daniel 4 august 2012 at the Oxford
united Methodist church. friends may make contributions to the
elementary environmental education program at environmental
Mobile unit, 5431 Tallawada lane, Oxford, Oh 45056. interested
parties may consult an obituary, a brief curriculum vitae, an archive
of former students’ testimonials, newspaper accounts, and records
of Daniel’s service in the Visiting Scientists Program on file in the
office of the OaS.
--christopher cumo

Harry de Romana Gibbons (1924-2011)
harry de romana Gibbons, age 87, died 7 March 2011 in
Savannah, Ga. he joined The Ohio academy of Science in 1977,
affiliating with the section on engineering.
Born 24 January 1924 in anequipa, Peru, harry Gibbons was
the son of charles a. and luisa (de romana) Gibbons. following
a stint in the u.S. navy, Gibbons had a long career as a civil,
geological and environmental engineer, beginning at union Metal
Manufacturing in 1948. in 1980 he helped found engineering
Science, an environmental engineering company, where he worked
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until retirement in 1985. in addition to membership in the OaS,
Gibbons was a member of the Knights of columbus, Beta Theta
Pi, and Sigma Xi.
Gibbons’s parents and wife, Mary
lou (Wild) Gibbons, sister elizabeth
and brother charles predeceased
him. Surviving are children Kathryn
Johnson of chicago, il, Gregory
Gibbons of Western Springs, in,
Diana Gibbons of Vero Beach, fl,
and richard Gibbons of Tampa, fl;
grandchildren chris, akino, Matt,
David, Katie, Torie, Kerry, Sally and
John; and sister luisa nugent of
Savannah, Ga. The family held visiting
hours 10 March 2011 at Karlo-libby
funeral home. St. Paul’s catholic
church in north canton, Oh, held a funeral service 11 March
2011, officiated by reverend Monsignor James a. clarke. Gibbons
was entombed at the north lawn cemetery/Mausoleum in canton.
Memorial contributions may be made to hospice Savannah, P O
Box 13190, Savannah, Ga 31416 or to St. Paul’s catholic church,
241 South Main Street, north canton, Oh 44720. interested
parties may consult a brief obituary on file in the office of the OaS.
--christopher cumo

Kenneth Randolph Hille (1927 – 2009)
Kenneth randolph hille, age 81, associate Professor emeritus
of Biology at Bowling Green State university firelands, died 23
february 2009 at community health Partners, lorain, Oh. in the
u.S. navy he was a flight engineer (1944-1948). a noted teacher
at BGSu firelands, hille received the Outstanding Professor
award and chaired the Department of natural and Social Sciences
(1979-1991). Joining The Ohio academy of Science in 1963,
he affiliated with the section on
ecology. although his membership
lapsed (1968-1978), he rejoined
the organization in 1979 and was
accorded emeritus status (1994).
Born 16 September 1927 in
Brooklyn, nY, hille was the son of
Thomas and Marion (Olsen) hille.
after receiving his high school
diploma and serving in the military,
he studied at Wagner Memorial
lutheran college where he earned
a B.S. in biology and chemistry
(1952). under the direction of
professor charles h. Otis, hille pursued graduate studies at BGSu
in Bowling Green, Oh and received his M.a. in biology (august
1955). his thesis was titled “a limnological investigation of the
Miller’s Blue hole, Sandusky county, Ohio.” fourteen years later
he earned a Ph.D. in aquatic ecology (1969) from The Ohio State
university. under the supervision of noted aquatic entomologist
n. Wilson Britt, hille wrote his dissertation on “The effects of
Different concentrations of laS on the Toxicity of Dieldrin to
the Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus).”
his early professional positions were: analytic chemist, u.S.
army Bureau of Ordnance, raritan arsenal, Metuchen, nJ (19481950); graduate teaching assistant, Department of Biology, BGSu
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at Bowling Green (1951-1954); high school biology instructor,
fremont (Oh) city schools (1954-1965); supervisor of student
training, BGSu at Bowling Green (1955-1965); part-time
instructor in biology, fremont and Sandusky branches, BGSu
(1959-1965); research fellow, u.S. Public health Service, Water
resources center, The Ohio State university (1965-1967); and
chief research associate, Scioto river ecological Study, u.S. corps
of engineers, institute of natural resources, OSu (1967-1968).
he joined the faculty in the Department of natural and Social
Sciences, BGSu firelands, serving as associate professor in biology
(1968-1976) and associate professor (1976-1993). hille also chaired
the department (1979-1991). he retired in May 1993 and was
accorded emeritus status. although officially retired, he continued
to teach biology until 1999. During his long tenure at BGSu
firelands, he taught a variety of courses: General Biology, Botany,
Zoology, concepts in Biology, Physiology, ecology, Man and the
environment, human Biology, field Biology, advanced human
Physiology, local flora and fauna, and careers in Biology. he
developed and introduced these last two courses into the curriculum.
hille also recognized that there was only a three-month
difference between a graduating high school senior and a college
freshman, and if he was going to expect his students to consistently
do college-level work he was going to have to help them make that
transition. To do that, he stressed that sudents needed to fully
learn the vocabulary of biology. he also developed his lectures
from multiple sources, making the assigned textbook almost a
supplemental resource. he then clearly laid out his expectations
that his students devote two hours of study for every hour of
classroom instruction. he also refused to accept part-time jobs
and other obligations as excuses for poor performance. as a result,
his students learned how to budget their time between work and
rigorous studies, and, in the end, become college students.
relda niederhofer, the co-author of this biography, first met
hille when both were working on their masters degrees at BGSu.
When the firelands branch of BGSu first opened in the late 1960s,
they became colleagues there. hille taught biology and niederhofer
taught botany. Their subject interests meshed perfectly, and a
twenty-year academic association ensued in which hille displayed
tact and congeniality as a colleague, faculty member, and teacher.
hille’s research focused on the toxicity of chlorinated
hydrocarbons, as dieldrin, to fish; toxicity of surfactants, as
detergents, to fish; stream macro-invertebrate community structure;
and water quality criteria of streams. among his publications, he
co-authored a technical report on “aquatic ecology Studies of a
Potential Power Plant Site on Sandusky Bay” (Ohio State university,
center for lake erie area research, columbus, Oh. 1973) with
charles e. herdendorf. he held memberships in the american
Society of limnology and Oceanography and the american
fisheries Society. he was a member of Sigma Xi honor society.
hille participated in numerous programs which broadened his
expertise in scientific fields. at the argonne national laboratory
in chicago, he attended workshops on nuclear Power and the
environment as well as nuclear Techniques in chemical analysis of
Water. he took a course on cosmology, Protobiology, and Biology
at the university of Dayton. hille served as a consultant for several
organizations: the environment control corporation, the center
for lake erie area research coordinating committee, the erie
county health association, the Publication review committee
of the Ohio Biological Survey, and the Technical advisory Service
for attorneys in cleveland, Oh.
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Beyond academia hille was active in community events and
enjoyed several hobbies. he was a charter member of the fremont
community Theatre and was commodore for the Sandusky Sailing
club. he enjoyed dancing, teaching live dance at friday nite rodeo
and being an active member of the cleveland federation of Square
Dancing. he also skated artistic roller skating at Skateworld in
lorain, Oh. he was involved with the Sandusky harlequins at
Sandusky Theater.
hille is survived by his wife Sharon (cornelius) hille whom
he married in 1956; sons, Greggory (Becky) hille of elyria, Oh
and Tracy (laurie) hille of Sandusky, Oh; stepson, Jeff (lori)
Yepko of Michigan; and two grandsons and five granddaughters.
Visiting hours were held at foster funeral home, huron, Oh, on
26 february 2009. a private graveside committal service was held
in Scott cemetery, huron.
--William r. Burk with relda e. niederhofer

Robert Eugene Madaffer (1927 – 2012)
robert eugene Madaffer, 84, retired science teacher in the
Whitehall (Oh) School District, died 18 January 2012, at Grady
Memorial hospital, Delaware, Oh. he had a long struggle with
alzheimer’s disease and lived his last years at Willow Brook at
Delaware run, a retirement community in Delaware. he served
in the u.S. navy during World War ii. he served the american
legion Buckeye Boys State for more than 55 years in various roles.
in retirement he was a noted and
active volunteer in the Bexley
(Oh) School District.
Joining The Ohio academy
of Science (1960), Madaffer
affiliated with the section on
science education (vice president,
1974-1975), was elected a fellow
(1980), and became a life member
(1994). he was an active member
of the academy, serving as Judging
chair of its State Science Day from
the late 1960s to the early 1970s
and subsequently as a consultant
for the Junior academy of Science council. he was also president
of The Ohio academy of Science (1984-1985). he delivered his
presidential address on science and The Ohio academy of Science
at the organization’s 94th annual meeting on 20 april 1985.
Born 10 May 1927 in navarre, Oh, Madaffer was the son of
Joseph and irene (Sisterhen) Madaffer. he received his diploma
from navarre high School. he matriculated at The Ohio State
university from fall 1946 to summer 1957, except for the academic
year 1953/1954. he earned a B.S. in education (august 1957).
he later entered cornell university and earned an M.S.T. (1965).
he was a teacher in the Whitehall School District for 28 years,
instructing in chemistry, physics, astronomy, and earth science. he
developed the school’s earth science curriculum as well as a handson laboratory for general science in an effort to teach science the
new way. Madaffer retired around 1986.
in retirement Madaffer became an active volunteer in the
Bexley (Oh) School District, chairing the community-BoardStaff committee and serving on the international Studies Steering
committee. he was also a member of the long range computer
Planning committee and volunteered four periods a week to
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supervise the ‘Write Place’, the computer laboratory at Bexley high
School. Through his service on the c-B-S committee, Madaffer
assisted in setting up Kid’s care, a program that provides care for
elementary-age children prior to and after school hours. Beyond
the school district, he volunteered in other organizations. he was
an active member of the american legion Buckeye Boys State.
his involvement with the group began in 1942, when he attended
Buckeye Boys State as a representative from his high school. he
joined the organization after serving in the military. he later
served as president of the Board of Trustees, american legion
Buckeye Boys State (1974-1975. 1975-1976) and subsequently
was its secretary for over 20 years. he became Secretary emeritus
in 2007. he ran the legislative Services agency within Boys State.
as the head of lSa, Madaffer taught young men the legislative
process for writing bills and resolutions to be introduced into the
Boys State General assembly, how to research the Ohio Revised
Code for legislative precedents and existing legislation on file, the
use of Parliamentary Procedure, and the role of the real lSa in
supporting the Ohio house and Senate. he was known for being
detailed and meticulous in preparing his teaching tools that he
shared with the young men. he was also chief judge of the Ohio
legion state oratorical contest. he was a longtime bartender for
caPa (columbus association for the Performing arts).
Madaffer enjoyed a number of hobbies. he loved christmas
and enjoyed symphonic and baroque music, and model railroads,
particularly the Santa fe chief. it has been reported elsewhere
that “he was known for his great booming voice and laugh and his
passion for science.”
Surviving Madaffer are a sister, cynthia Mcfarren; a brother,
Thomas Madaffer of Massillon, Oh; and nieces and nephews. he was
preceded in death by his wife, faye elizabeth (cornelius) Madaffer.
cremated, a celebration of his life was held at Willow Brook at
Delaware run on 11 february 2012. Memorial contributions may
be made to the council for Older adults of Delaware county, 800
cheshire road, Suite a, Delaware, Oh 43015.
--William r. Burk

Charles George Mayer (1918 – 2007)
charles George Mayer, age 89, former staff member at WrightPatterson air force Base and retired teacher at Bethel high
School, Tipp city, Oh, died 11 May 2007. he established the
hilda Dierker Scholarship fund at The Ohio State university
to provide scholarships for music students interested in pursuing
careers in public music education.
Mayer joined The Ohio academy
of Science (1966), affiliated with
the section on science education,
and was accorded emeritus status
(1983).
Born 19 april 1918 in columbus,
Oh, Mayer was the son of carl f.
Jr and lydia ann (Dierker) Mayer.
after receiving his high school
diploma, he entered The Ohio State
university, where he earned a B.S. in
education ( June 1940) and an M.a.
(august 1947). his thesis was titled “a Study of certain arts and
crafts of Old Mexico to Determine Their implications for industrial
arts education.” he worked at Wright-Patterson air force Base
and was an industrial arts teacher at Bethel high School. he was
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a life member of The Ohio State university alumni association.
Surviving Mayer are a brother, robert Mayer (alice) of Oakland,
ca; nephews, Kirk Mayer and Keith Mayer; a niece, Kathy Mayer,
all of california. funeral services were held at the Trostel, chapman,
Dunbar & fraley funeral home, new carlisle, Oh. Burial took
place at new carlisle cemetery.
--William r. Burk

Edward Bruce McLean (1937 – 2009)
edward Bruce Mclean, age 72, Professor emeritus of Biology
at John carroll university in cleveland, Oh, died 24 June 2009
in Montezuma county, cO. an authority on several subfields of
biology, Mclean took particular interest in birds, mammals and
reptiles. Joining The Ohio academy of Science in 1966, he affiliated
with the section on zoology (vice president, 1982-1983), was elected
a fellow (1981), and served on the
academy’s council.
Born 10 Januar y 1937 in
Washington court house, Oh,
Mclean was the son of richard
h. and nellie Bertana (Whitmer)
Mclean. attending The Ohio State
university (OSu) (1954-1958;
1960-1968), he received a B.S. in
wildlife conservation (1958) and
graduate degrees in zoology: M.S.
(1963) and Ph.D. (1968). under
the supervision of carl e. reese, he
wrote his dissertation on “a field Study of acoustical Behavior of
the cardinal Richmondena cardinalis.”he served in the u.S. army
Medical corps (1958-1960) and was in the reserves until 1964,
when he received an honorable discharge. While on active duty
Mclean served as research assistant in the u.S. army Medical
research and nutrition laboratory. in this capacity he worked in
the physiological section of the animal Surgery unit of fitzsimons
General hospital in Denver, cO. in 1962, while still a graduate
student, Mclean was a field research assistant in the central Ohio
Stream Survey under the direction of Milton B. Trautman. While
in graduate school Mclean was a graduate teaching assistant and
a graduate teaching associate, teaching ornithology, vertebrate and
invertebrate zoology, general zoology and general biology.
in 1969 and 1970 Mclean served on the college of Sciences
curriculum committee at Southern university in louisiana.
Joining the faculty in the Department of Biology at John carroll
university in 1970, he served as assistant professor (1970-1973),
associate professor (1973-1978) and professor (beginning 1978).
his heavy teaching load included a number of courses: ornithology,
mammalogy, ecology, fundamental of ecology, field biology,
animal behavior, invertebrate zoology, general zoology, general
botany, and general biology. Mclean also served as freshman
advisor, undergraduate advisor and graduate advisor. he taught the
university’s first course on biodiversity. Mclean chaired the Biology
Department between 1981 and 1988. in addition to these duties,
Mclean was an adjunct instructor in John carroll university’s
psychology department, serving in the Begun institute on Violence
and aggression, in which he focused on the biological aspects of
violence and aggression. he retired in 1996.
as an administrator, Mclean served on John carroll university’s
honors advisory committee (1979-1980), as graduate coordinator
in the department of biology, and interim chairman in the biology
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department (1976). Mclean was an ecological consultant (1973,
1974, 1977-1979. he was also senior associate to the cleveland
environmental research Group in terrestrial ecology (1974-1976).
Mclean’s research concentrated on the distribution, ecology and
behavior of birds and mammals, endangered species, the effect of
the environment on birds and mammals, bioacoustics, and the barn
owl in Ohio. The Mary Osborn Memorial fellowship in Zoology
at OSu funded Mclean’s research in 1967 and 1968. he was also
the recipient of a Southern university foundation research Grant
in 1969 and an Ohio Biological Survey research grant in 1980,
enabling him to study the vocalizations of the barn owl. his 21
publications focus on birds, mammals and reptiles.
in addition to his service to the OaS, Mclean was a member of
the american Ornithologists’ union, the Wilson Ornithological
Society, the cooper Ornithological Society, the association of
field Ornithologists, the louisiana Ornithological Society, the
american Birding association, the national audubon Society
and the Wheaton club. as a member of the Ohio Biological
Survey, Mclean was a section host at the 1973 annual meeting, an
institutional representative (beginning 1975), and served on the
executive committee (1975). his community activities included
service on the board of trustees of the Shaker lakes regional
nature center (beginning 1976) and on several of its committees,
including future development, landscape, and physical facilities.
he also assisted the Boy Scouts, cub Pack 23, and the Girl Scouts
(serving on the day camp and the core troop camp and helping as
a volunteer naturalist).
Mclean married Talia Sue Korn in august 1968, and they
had three children before divorcing in 1985. Mclean married
Janice Victoria on 19 May 1986; they had no children. Surviving
Mclean are his three children: Scott Walter Mclean, hillary
Beth Mclean, and Jeremy ryan Mclean. e Bruce Mclean was
listed in American Men and Women of Science and Who’s Who in
the Midwest. interested parties may consult his curriculum vitae in
the office of the academy.
--christopher cumo

Raymond Emerson Niswander (1914-2011)
raymond emerson niswander, age 97, Professor emeritus
of Biology at Manchester college, died 10 august 2011 in
Timbercrest healthcare center in north Manchester, in. highly
regarded as a teacher and scholar, niswander trained many
physicians, dentists, scientists and
laboratory technicians. he received
recognition for his excellence in
teaching and for his generosity to
others. The indiana family Practice
Physicians honored niswander
with a citation for the education
of medical students. Manchester
college awarded him a citation for
responsible Philanthropy. Joining
The Ohio academy of Science
(1941), niswander affiliated with the
section on zoology and was elected
a fellow (1966).
The son of noah and Kate
(Stetler) niswander, niswander was born 8 June 1914 in Bluffton,
Oh. he received his secondary education in the Bluffton schools
and graduated from Bluffton high School (1932). in 1938 he
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earned a B.a. from Bluffton college. he then served as a high
school teacher at eden centralized School, upper Sandusky,
Oh (1938-1941). from June 1941 to June 1945, at the height
of World War ii, niswander served in the u.S. army. he then
studied entomology in the graduate school at The Ohio State
university, earning an M.S. (1946) and a Ph.D. (1950). his thesis
entailed a study on the “Toxicity of Benzene hexachloride (666)
and DDT Dusts to the German roach.” under the supervision of
ralph h. Davidson, niswander wrote his dissertation on the “life
history and respiration of the Milkweed Bug Uncopetus fasciatus
(Dallas)”. While completing his requirements for the doctorate,
he held the positions of graduate assistant and assistant instructor
in the Department of Zoology. in 1950 he joined the faculty in
the Department of Biology at Manchester college, where he rose
to the rank of professor. he was chair of the biology department
for 20 of his 30 years at the college. he retired in 1981. in tribute
to him, the president and faculty dedicated the day of a biology
symposium at the college in niswander’s honor. “The dedication
and loyalty, as well as professional competence Dr. niswander has
shown toward Manchester college has been an inspiration to his
students and colleagues,” remarked President a. Blair helman.
The symposium drew experts from several areas of the life sciences
and medicine, all who had been niswander’s former students. a
colleague, Kevin Wolfe, presented a paper on “The Teaching life
of emerson niswander.”
he was a member of the Wabash county hospital Board and the
Manchester historical Society, where helped establish the center
for history in north Manchester. in their free time niswander
and his wife collected antiques. in addition to his service in The
Ohio academy of Science, niswander was a member of the indiana
academy of Science and the entomological Society of america. he
was elected to Sigma Xi at OSu. he served on the Wabash county
economic Development committee. niswander is memorialized
by the establishment of the Dr. r. emerson and evelyn niswander
Biology Department at Manchester college.
niswander was preceded in death by his parents and two
brothers. his wife, evelyn (Mullett) niswander, whom he married
8 June 1941, survives. also surviving are sons, ray niswander,
Jr. of Worthington, Oh, and Mark niswander of Mahomet, il;
daughters, Sue Myers of hershey, Pa, and Jan Will of romeoville,
il. Seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren likewise
survive. The Manchester church of the Brethren held a memorial
service for niswander 27 august 2011, Pastor Kurt Borhmann
and Pastor Karen eberly officiating. The family received friends
after the service. McKee Mortuary in north Manchester was in
charge of arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to
Manchester college, 604 east college avenue, north Manchester,
in 46962; the Manchester church of the Brethren, 1306 Beckley
Street, north Manchester, in 46926; or Timbercrest Senior living
community, P O Box 501, north Manchester, in 46962. interested
parties may consult an obituary and curriculum vitae on file in the
office of the OaS.
--christopher cumo

James Edward Poth (1933-2011)
James edward Poth, Professor emeritus of Physics at Miami
university in Oxford, Oh, died 12 September 2011 at Woodland
country Manor in Somerville, Oh, after a long illness. he earned
a commission from the u.S. navy, serving aboard the uSS albany,
in which capacity he taught at the naval air Defense Training
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center at Dam neck, Va. Poth joined The Ohio academy of
Science (1994) and held an interest in physics.
Born 19 May 1933 in Galion, Oh, Poth was the son of ralph and
laura Poth. Young Poth graduated from norwalk high School in
norwalk, Oh (1951). The recipient of a naval rOTc scholarship,
Poth earned a B.S. in physics (1955) at Miami university in
Oxford, Oh. after three years in the navy, Poth returned to Miami
university, where he received
an M.a. in physics (1960). his
thesis concerned “radiationless
Transitions in Mu-mesonic
atoms.” he next entered Yale
university, where he earned an
M.S. in physics (1962) and a Ph.D.
in nuclear physics (1966). his
dissertation was entitled “Boron
induced Transfer reactions.” Dr.
D. allan Bromley, later a science
advisor to President George h.
W. Bush, mentored Poth at Yale.
Poth taught at Miami university
for 38 years, holding the following positions: assistant professor
(1966-1970); associate professor (1970-1976); and professor
(1976-2001). he was also a research staff physicist (1966 and 1974)
at Yale university. in the latter capacity, Poth conducted research
on transfer reactions.
at the naSa-lewis research center in cleveland, Oh, Poth
continued his research in nuclear physics and directed the theses
of a number of graduate students. Professor emeritus Joe Priest
collaborated with Poth on some of the naSa research. With an
interest in environmental physics, Poth became affiliate professor of
Miami university’s institute of environmental Science, which has
been renamed the institute for the environment and Sustainability.
a member of the institute’s first advisory committee, he rose to
serve on the executive committee. for many years Poth taught
environmental measurements, a core course, introducing students
to the utility of quantitative methods in the environmental sciences.
he was also affiliate professor in Miami university’s Department
of Teacher education. in 1999 curtin university of Technology
in Perth, australia, invited Poth to serve as visiting professor.
curtin university is the largest university in Western australia
with 24,000 students, some 200 of who were doctoral candidates
in science education. Poth served on the american association of
Physics Teachers national council, and the aaPT nominating
committee (1992). he was a Southern Ohio Section aaPT
charter Member, a co-director of Teaching Science with TOYS
(Terrific Opportunities for Youth in Science), a program that
included workshops for K-12 teachers of physics and chemistry, a
Southern Ohio Section aaPT Section representative, host site
staff member of the Ohio Mathematics/Science Project Discovery
at Miami university, and director of the Physics institute and the
Ohio Mathematics/Science Project Discovery. Poth served on
the steering committee of the Miami university Pilot Site, on the
national network for education renewal (1991-1993), and on
the Ohio Section of the american Physical Society as nominating
committee chair (1991). Poth was a co-director of the Miami
university Physics education Project, which aimed to revise the
sequence of physics courses at the university. at carleton college
he participated in the introductory university Physics Project
(1988) and was an associate at the Miami university center for
excellence in Mathematics and Science education.
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Poth’s research concerned low energy nuclear physics, physics
education, and teaching physics with toys. he was the recipient
of numerous grants from several organizations, including the
national Science foundation. among his publications were
a Study Guide to Accompany University Physics (Orlando, fl,
academic Press. 1984), coauthored with T. William houk and
John W. Snider; and Teaching Physics with Toys: Physics Activities
for Grades K-9, coauthored with Beverley a.P. Taylor and Dwight
J. Portman (Middletown, Oh, Terrific Science Press. 1994;
republished under the same title new York, TaB Books. 1995).
he also published papers in the American Journal of Physics, the
American Association of Physics Teachers Announcer, the Bulletin
of the American Physical Society, the Journal of Science Teacher
Education, the Ohio Journal of Science, and the Physics Teacher. Poth
wrote 15 pre-college inservice workshop publications, 42 physics
pedagogy publications, 12 physics research publications and 14
physics pedagogy videotapes and films. in addition to his service
to the OaS, Poth held memberships in the american association
of Physics Teachers, the Southern Ohio Section of the aaPT, the
american Physical Society, the Ohio Section of the aPS, and the
national Science Teachers association. he was a member of Sigma
Xi and Phi Beta Kappa honor societies.
an enthusiastic jogger, Poth enjoyed travel, art, and sports and
judged the cincinnati international Wine festival for sixteen years.
“he was patriotic and very enthusiastic about life, including the
arts,” said wife alice faye (etheridge) Poth. “he loved to collect
art and we had season tickets to the Playhouse in the Park, the
Broadway Series and the cincinnati chamber Orchestra.” he
treasured family and friends. a member of faith lutheran church
at Oxford, Oh, Poth relished the time he spent with family and
had a love for the Outer Banks of north carolina. his parents of
norwalk, Oh and his brother, harold engel of Painesville, Oh,
predeceased Poth. Surviving him are also his wife alice, whom he
married in 1960, and three children: Michael e. Poth of Dayton,
Oh, elizabeth “Betsy” a. Stewart of charleston, Sc, and amy
e. Poth of St. louis, MO. Seven grandchildren also survive. faith
lutheran church held a memorial service for Poth 8 October 2011.
he is buried in Oxford cemetery. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Miami university foundation, c/o Dr. James Poth
Memorial fund, 725 east chestnut Street, Oxford, Oh 45056.
interested parties may consult James Poth’s curriculum vitae and
a thoughtful obituary on file in the office of the OaS.
--christopher cumo

William Robert Riley (1922 – 2011)
William robert riley, age 89, associate Professor emeritus of
Physics at The Ohio State university, died 28 December 2011 at
the OSu Medical center due to complications following a fall. he
completed active duty as an ensign and lieutenant (junior grade) in
the u.S. naval reserve (September 1944-September 1946), serving
in the atlantic and Pacific regions. in 2011 the William r. riley
“excellence in Teaching Physics” award was established at OSu to
honor his contributions to physics education. Joining The Ohio
academy of Science (1957), riley affiliated with the section on
physics, was elected a fellow (1962), and was accorded emeritus
status (1988). he participated in the academy’s Visiting Scientists
Program, giving presentations on physics to teachers and students
(March 1964; October 1969).
Born 31 July 1922 in Bellaire, Oh, “Bill” riley was the son of
John howard and nora anne (robertson) riley. he received his
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secondary school education in the public schools of Bellaire, earning
his diploma from Bellaire high School (1940). under a four-year
alumni Scholarship, he attended hiram college, where he received
a B.a. in mathematics and physics with departmental honors in
physics (1944). after serving in the military for two years, riley then
taught mathematics and physics as an instructor at hiram college
(September 1946-June 1948). he
entered graduate school at OSu
in October 1948 and majored in
physics. he, however, changed his
academic pursuits and enrolled in
the OSu college of education
in June 1950 and earned a B.S. in
education (1951). he then resumed
his graduate studies in physics at
OSu, receiving an M.a. (1952)
and a Ph.D. in science education
and physics (1959). his thesis
concerned “using Demonstrations
in Teaching high School Physics.”
under the supervision of Professor John S. richardson, riley wrote
his dissertation on “a Proposed Graduate credit Physics course
for Secondary School Science Teachers.”
his early professional experience in the Department of
Physics, OSu was: assistant (October 1948-March 1950), lecture
demonstration assistant and part-time instructor (October
1951-October 1953), and instructor in charge of demonstrations
(1953-1959). upon receiving his doctorate, riley joined the faculty
of physics at OSu, where he advanced in the academic ranks:
assistant professor (1959-1964), associate professor (1964-1987),
and associate professor emeritus (beginning 1987).
Devoting a lifetime to the teaching of physics and the training
of physics teachers, he focused attention on the advancement
of techniques and the value of the education process. he
provided material assistance to Professor franklin Miller, Jr. of
Kenyon college in the production of several silent film loops for
classroom instruction. The film loops demonstrate phenomena too
complicated, dangerous, or time-consuming to be performed live.
riley’s contributions in this endeavor with Dr. Miller led to his
being appointed to the american association of Physics Teachers’
committee on Visual aids. he also was the film editor for the
American Journal of Physics (1969-1975). During the last 15 years
of teaching, he was the course supervisor for the pre-professional
undergraduate physics course sequence and also served in the
tutor room
riley held numerous administrative positions. he was the
director of a number of in-Service institutes in Physics held at
The Ohio State university (1960-1967, 1968-1973, 1978-1982).
Sponsored by the national Science foundation, the institutes
were developed to improve the physics background of secondary
school science teachers in central Ohio. he also directed several
nSf-funded summer programs for teachers, including an eightweek Summer institute for college Physics Teachers from across
the united States (1963). after that Summer institute, he was a
consultant at a Summer institute for Physics in india (1964). in
1965, riley returned to india for six months and supervised seven
OSu-related summer institutes. OSu granted him a leave-ofabsence in March 1967to serve as an nSf staff scientist in new
Delhi, india until September 1968, when he returned to OSu and
resumed his teaching career.
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in the discipline of physics, he was a generalist with interest in
all areas of physics. as a specialist, he worked in the areas of physics
education, improving the way physics teachers, at all grade levels,
teach physics. in professional associations he held memberships
in the american association for the advancement of Science,
the american association of Physics Teachers, the american
association of university Professors, and the national Science
Teachers association. he was elected in membership to Sigma Xi.
riley was an active member of the university community
association and indianola forest association. he served on the
campus Partners Safety committee. a member of the university
Baptist church, he sang in the choir, served several terms on the
boards of trustees and deacons, stewardship and finance committees,
and as church clerk. he also served on the building committee
that was responsible for rebuilding the church after it had been
destroyed by fire. Throughout the years he devoted numerous hours
to grounds upkeep, maintenance, and fund raising. at home, he
took great pleasure in gardening.
Surviving riley are a daughter, norene Joanna holmes (Thomas)
of lima, Oh; a son, Jonathan howard riley (Oliva) of columbus,
Oh; five grandchildren, Beverly, Katherine, and ian holmes, and
Megan and David riley; his late wife’s siblings and their spouses;
and cousins and nephews. he was preceded in death by his wife,
Mary clare (Greig) riley, whom he married 27 august 1949. also
predeceasing him were his siblings (a sister and three brothers). a
celebration of his life was held 14 January 2011 at university Baptist
church, columbus, with reverend Tommy faris officiating. he
was cremated and his ashes were spread. Memorial contributions
may be made to university Baptist church, 50 West lane avenue,
columbus, Oh 43201; heifer international, 1 World avenue,
little rock, ar 72202; or neighborhood Services, inc., 1950
north fourth Street, columbus, Oh 43201.
--William r. Burk with norene holmes
and Jonathan riley

Benjamin Schuster (1923 – 2012)
Benjamin Schuster, age 89, clinical professor and director
of the Kettering cardiovascular institute at Wright State
university in Dayton, Oh, and founder of the Benjamin and
Marian Schuster Performing arts
center, died 24 august 2012 in
Dayton after a lengthy period
of illness. he delivered lectures
and mentored residents in the
cardiovascular fellowship program
until two months before his death.
cardiologist, medical pioneer,
innovator, and philanthropist,
Schuster left an impressive legacy.
he joined The Ohio academy of
Science in 1966, affiliating with
the section on medical sciences.
although his membership lapsed
for a number of years, Schuster rejoined the academy in 2010.
Born 14 april 1923 in Milwaukee, Wi, Benjamin Schuster was
the son of Minnie (nemanski) and Morris Schuster who were of
lithuanian descent. for a number of years young Schuster lived
in the Milwaukee Jewish Orphans house. he graduated from
West Division high School in Milwaukee (1941). he served in

54

NECROLOGY 2012

the u.S. army from 1942 to 1944. he attended the university of
Pennsylvania and then the university of Wisconsin where he received
a B.S. degree in medical science (1950) and an M.D. (1952). he
received his general rotating intern training at cincinnati General
hospital (1952-1953) and his residency in internal medicine at
the university of Wisconsin hospital ( July 1953-December 31,
1955). he also was a trainee at the national heart institute, u.S.
Public health Service and a fellow in medicine at the university
of Wisconsin Medical School (1956). Schuster specialized in
interventional and clinical cardiology for cardiac disease diagnosis
and treatment. his early professional positions were: staff research
investigator and director of the cardiopulmonary center, Good
Samaritan hospital, Dayton, Oh (October 1957-March 1965);
and chief of clinical service and staff investigator, cox coronary
heart institute, Dayton (March 1965-July 1968). he was director
of the cardiac Diagnostic and interventional laboratory, Kettering
Memorial hospital ( July 1968-December 1999). Since 2000 he
was the medical director of the Kettering hospital cardiovascular
institute, where he was responsible for the operation of the institute
as well as coordinating cardiac education programs. Schuster also
maintained a private cardiology practice in Dayton (1958-1999).
he held concurrent faculty positions as an associate in medicine
at the university of indiana Medical center (1964-1970) and a
clinical professor in medicine at Wright State university (WSu)
School of Medicine since 1975.
While studying at the university of Wisconsin, Schuster was
elected to honorary medical societies: Phi Delta epsilon and alpha
Omega alpha. he was secretary of the WSu foundation Board.
involved with the School of Professional Psychology since its
origin, Schuster served as a member of the community advisory
Board, in which he created the Benjamin and Marian Schuster
Scholarship to help psychology students further their education.
The robert J. Kegerreis Society at Wright State university inducted
the Schusters in recognition of their philanthropy. charles Taylor,
former dean of the college of liberal arts, noted that Schuster’s
“recognition of our achievements has led others to recognize the
great contributions we are making to this community.”
Shuster held memberships in the american association for the
advancement of Science, the american federation for clinical
research, the american heart association (councils on circulation
and rheumatic fever and congenital heart Defects), the american
Medical association, the american Society of internal Medicine,
the american Thoracic Society, the Montgomery county Medical
Society, the national association of Disability examiners, and the
national rehabilitation association. he was also active in a number
of other organizations. he was a member of the editorial board of
the periodical Multiphasic Health (1970-1971) and served as an
international peer reviewer for the Journal of Zhejiang University
SCIENCE since 2002.
Schuster was known for his philanthropy and his modesty. he
and his wife, Marian Mayerson Schuster, gave millions of dollars
to Dayton’s performing arts community. Wright State university
President David r. hopkins remarked, “When we think of the long
list of friends of this university, Dr. Benjamin Schuster is among those
at the top … his generosity and wisdom have dramatically impacted
three schools and colleges across the campus: the Boonshoft School
of Medicine, the School of Professional Psychology and the college
of liberal arts.” Schuster and his wife were patrons of the university’s
creative arts programs. They attended the theater, concerts, dances
and art exhibitions. They served as host committee co-chairs of the
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first artsGala, an arts showcase that raised more than $1.3 million
in scholarships for Wright State students majoring in performing
and fine arts. The Schusters were faithful attendees of the annual
event in support of the students. “it was a natural thing to support
Wright State’s creative arts,” said Benjamin Schuster. “The creative
arts elevate the whole spirit of a community. There is an old adage
that industry feeds the stomach, but the arts feed the heart and
soul.” in 2009 Schuster gave Wright State university the money
to modernize the creative arts center. under his leadership the
university spent $4.2 million renovating the concert hall. The
building is now named the Benjamin and Marian Schuster hall.
Schuster believed that “we teach by being a role model in life. if
you give with passion, you will receive so much more in return.”
When his colleagues asked Schuster to take a sumptuous office
at the Kettering Medical center, he instead chose a small office on
the ground floor to be more accessible to staff and friends. Michael J.
Brandel, vice president for clinical and cardiac services at Kettering
Medical center noted that Schuster was “very dedicated to make
things better in an affirming way. he was one of the most engaging
people you could have the privilege to meet. he interacted easily
with others from all walks of life. he never cheated anyone with
his smile.” reflecting further, Brandel called Schuster the epitome
of “the american Dream.”
Marian Schuster predeceased Benjamin Schuster in 2007. They
had three children: Maria, Debra, and Karen. family and friends
held a memorial service for Benjamin Schuster on 27 august 2012.
Daughter Maria nissan of new York city and three of Schuster’s
six grandchildren (Schuster Tanger, Ben nissan and Greg nissan)
spoke at the event held at Temple israel. Two of Schuster’s friends
(franklin handel of Schuster cardiology associates and robert
finley of cincinnati) also spoke. rabbi David Sofian officiated.
Jennifer chemest and Dayton Opera chorus director Jeffrey Powell
performed music to accompany the 23rd Psalm in the Old Testament.
cellist christina colette and pianist Joshua nemith of the
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra played composer Jules Massenet’s
Meditation. after the service family and friends gathered in the
Winter Garden of the Benjamin and Marian Schuster Performing
arts center. Schuster is buried in cincinnati. interested parties may
consult two obituaries on file in the office of the OaS.
--christopher cumo

Edward Groesbeck Voss (1929 – 2012)
edward Groesbeck Voss, 82, Professor emeritus of ecology
and evolutionary Biology at The university of Michigan, curator
emeritus of Vascular Plants at the university herbarium, and a
renowned teacher at the university of Michigan Biological Station,
died 13 february 2012 at his home
in ann arbor, Mi. The cause of
death resulted from a hemorrhagic
stroke that he experienced in
December 2011.
an expert on the Michigan
flora and botanical nomenclature,
Voss earned recognition for his
botanical contributions. among
his awards and honors were a
citation in Senate resolution no.
286, State of Michigan, honoring
publication of Michigan Flora,
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Part i (cranbrook institute of Science, Bloomfield hills, Mi.
1972); the henry allan Gleason award, The new York Botanical
Garden, honoring publication of Michigan Flora, Part ii (ibid.
1986); lifetime achievement award, Michigan Botanical club
(1998); and an honorary Sc.D. from Denison university (2003).
Joining The Ohio academy of Science in 1949, Voss affiliated with
the section on plant sciences and became a life member in 1981.
although he did not hold an office in the academy, he attended
numerous annual meetings sponsored by the organization.
Born 22 february 1929 in Delaware, Oh, Voss was the son
of David O. and Katherine (Groesbeck) Voss. he spent his early
years in Toledo, Oh, receiving his diploma from Woodward
high School (1946) and serving as valedictorian of his class. his
childhood interest in natural history was nurtured at his family’s
cottage in Mackinaw city, Mi, where he spent summers collecting
plants, caterpillars, butterflies, and moths. his parents encouraged
his interest in learning about the natural world. Voss earned a
B.a. in biology with honors (1950) from Denison university.
he subsequently entered graduate school at The university of
Michigan where he earned an M.a. in biology (1951) and a Ph.D.
in botany (1954). under the direction of botanist rogers McVaugh,
Voss wrote his dissertation on “The Vascular Plants of emmet
and cheboygan counties, Michigan: Patterns and Problems in
Geographic affinities.” his early professional experiences at uM
were: graduate assistant in botany (1950-1951) and teaching
fellow in botany (1951-1953). he was also a teaching assistant in
systematic botany at the Michigan Biological Station (summers
1949, 1951, 1952, and 1953). he then held positions at uM as
research associate, Botanical Gardens (summer 1954) and research
assistant, Metabolism research laboratory, university hospital
(1954-1956), which was a civilian Selective Service assignment.
next he began his life-long career at his alma mater in ann arbor,
teaching and conducting research in several capacities.
in the university of Michigan herbarium, Voss served as a
research associate (1956-1961) and a curator of vascular plants
(1961-1996). Joining the faculty in the Department of Botany (later
becoming part of the Department of ecology and evolutionary
Biology), Voss advanced in the academic ranks: assistant professor
(1960-1963), associate professor (1963-1969), professor (19691996); professor emeritus of botany and curator emeritus (beginning
1996).
Voss was a dedicated teacher. for 36 summers he taught
aquatic flowering Plants, Taxonomy of flowering Plants, Boreal
flora, and/or field Botany of northern Michigan at the uM
Biological Station (1963-1974, 1976-1998, 2003). On the ann
arbor campus he taught aquatic flowering Plants (1961-1993), a
portion of lectures in Plant Biology (1974-1979), and Writing for
Biologists (1987, 1988, 1990, 1992). he gave occasional seminar
courses on such topics as grasses and sedges and also botanical
nomenclature. Voss was an occasional guest lecturer in a variety
of courses, including Systematic Botany, Geography of Michigan
and advanced Systematic Botany.
as a teacher, Voss became well known for his devotion to
students. it has been reported elsewhere that “whether his students
were undergraduate, graduate students, or dedicated amateurs, he
shared his passion for botany with them with an equanimity of
zeal.” ronald l. Stuckey, a longtime member and former president
of the OaS, was Voss’s first graduate student. (alfred e. [ernie]
Schuyler, however, was Voss’s first graduate student to receive a
doctoral degree.) according to Stuckey, Voss was a great inspiration
to him as well as a role model in teaching and research. Stuckey
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admired Voss’s writing skills, his accuracy, and his persistence in
completing research projects.
Voss earned recognition as an outstanding botanist and
naturalist. his research focused on the floristics of the vascular
flora and vegetational history of the Great lakes region. his
lifelong research and field work culminated in the publication
of Michigan Flora: a guide to the identification and occurrence of
the native and naturalized seed-plants of the State issued in three
parts (ibid., Part i, 1972; ii, 1985; and iii, 1997. The flora is the
foremost publication for identifying over 2,500 angiosperms native
to Michigan. Voss and his colleague anton a. reznicek wrote Field
Manual of Michigan Flora, a one-volume treatise that was released
three days after Voss’s death by the university of Michigan Press,
ann arbor. The book is a condensation and updating (including
the maps) of the three-volume Michigan Flora.
Serving the botanical community through a number of other
endeavors, Voss founded and edited the first fifteen volumes of
The Michigan Botanist and served on its editorial board from 1976
until his death. he was a contributor to botanical nomenclature,
serving on several committees. he was vice rapporteur of the
Bureau of nomenclature at two international Botanical congress
meetings (Xith, Seattle, 1969 and Xiith, leningrad, 1975) and
rapporteur at the Xiiith iBc (Sydney, 1981). he served on the
General committee on Botanical nomenclature (secretary, 19691981; vice-chair, 1987-1999; and chair (beginning 1999) and also
on the editorial committee, international code of Botanical
nomenclature (secretary, 1969-1981; chair, 1981-1987; member,
1987-1993).
in addition to his acclaim as a botanist, Voss was a knowledgeable
lepidopterist. his coincident studies in vascular plants and
lepidoptera were apt, as he not only could identify them but
also know which plants served as hosts for the larvae or nectar
plants for the adults. he first developed an interest in butterflies
and moths as a child. This pursuit progressed in subsequent years.
While in high school, he sought out relevant literature such as
reprints of lepidoptera papers. among the scientists with whom
he corresponded was arthur Ward lindsey, a professor of zoology
at Denison university and an international authority on the
hesperioidea (the Skippers). Voss’s association with lindsey no
doubt played a role in his decision to attend Denison. in his freshman
year Voss worked in lindsey’s lab where he mounted moths. There
he mastered a number of skills in spreading, de-greasing, and making
microscope preparations of lepidoptera. While an undergraduate
student, he joined the lepidopterists’ Society as a charter member in
1947. in the organization he became an active member, publishing
articles in its Journal and Newsletter. his investigations and work
with lindsey culminated with a senior thesis “On the classification
on the hesperiidae” that was published (Ann. Entomol. Soc. Amer.
45: 246-258. 1952).
Voss maintained a lifelong interest in lepidoptera of northern
Michigan and the hesperiidae of the world. according to
lepidopterist Brian Scholtens, Voss’s investigations constitute
one of the most complete regional surveys in north america.
Through the years Voss made extensive collections of lepidoptera
that he preserved and stored in two large herbarium cabinets at
his lakeside cottage in Mackinaw city. Voss willed this valuable
research collection to the a.J. cook arthropod research collection,
Department of entomology, Michigan State university. The Voss
collection consists of 6,001 lepidoptera specimens represented by
33 families. Of these, the hesperiidae consist of 924 specimens.
There were an additional 381 specimens representing 15 additional
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orders. The total donation consists of nearly 6,388 specimens. The
donation is a fitting legacy in which Voss’s knowledge, enthusiasm,
and love of lepidoptera will be shared with others.
Devoting a lifetime of research and field work to botany and
lepidoptera, Voss published extensively. his publications included
127 botanical papers, chapters, and books; 15 lepidoptera papers;
and 116 book reviews. Voss shared his knowledge and passion of
plants and butterflies and moths with scientists and dedicated
amateurs alike. it has been noted elsewhere that “his love for facts,
minutiae and grammar made him a stickler and made him the best
in his field.” he was well-known for his puns and his sense of humor.
One example of the latter is demonstrated in his description of
oregano in Michigan Flora, (Pt. iii, p. 162). in describing the plant’s
habitat, Voss remarked, “the chief habitat in Michigan is on Pizza.”
conservation was another field of interest in which Voss
was keenly devoted. he was particularly known for his work in
protecting the flora of Michigan and the Great lakes region. he
served on the Technical advisory committee for Plants under
the aegis of the Michigan Department of natural resources. his
service included documenting the distribution of rare plants. Voss
was an active member of numerous conservation and environmental
organizations as noted below.
Voss held memberships in the american institute of Biological
Sciences, the american Society of Plant Taxonomists (editorial
board, 1972-1975; editorial committee, Systematic Botany
Monographs, 1990-1993), the association for Tropical lepidoptera
(life member), the historical Society of Michigan, the international
association for Plant Taxonomy (life member), the lepidopterists’
Society (charter member), the linnean Society of london (fellow),
the Michigan academy of Science, arts, & letters (life member),
the Michigan Botanical club, the Michigan entomological Society
(charter member; governing board, 1981-1984), and the Society for
the history of natural history. he also held memberships in over
25 local, regional or conservation and natural history organizations.
among them were The nature conservancy (life member; member,
Science advisory committee and trustee, Michigan chapter), the
Sierra club (life member), the Wilderness Society, the national
audubon Society, the environmental Defense, the little Traverse
conservancy (trustee), the Michigan natural areas council, the
Tip of the Mitt Watershed council (Board of Technical advisors),
the upper Peninsula environmental coalition, and the Wilderness
Society (life member). he held memberships in the following honor
societies: Phi Beta Kappa, Omicron Delta Kappa, eta Sigma Phi,
Sigma Xi, and Phi Kappa Phi.
it is difficult to encapsulate all of ed Voss’s major contributions
to science in a brief paragraph. certainly, his three volume Michigan
Flora is a classic, and was used not only in Michigan, but by many
botanists in surrounding States because of his original and very
functional keys. Michigan Flora certainly raised the standards for
flora treatments. The nearly 17,000 plant collections he made,
the vast majority in Michigan, were an important element of his
flora research, and will continue to be used by researchers into
the future. Throughout the Great lakes region, his very readable
1978 book Botanical Beachcombers and Explorers: Pioneers of the
19th Century in the Upper Great Lakes (Contributions from the
University of Michigan Herbarium, vol. 14) provides a thorough
historical backdrop to our knowledge of the flora. and one
cannot downplay the several editions of the International Code
of Botanical Nomenclature that benefitted from his logical mind
and editorial expertise. Beyond his publications and research, field
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courses taught over many years, especially at the university of
Michigan Biological Station in the northern lower Peninsula of
Michigan had a great impact on many students; for some it was a
life-changing experience. But perhaps his greatest contribution was
to the generations of botanists whose science he improved by freely
providing plant identifications, patiently offering nomenclatural
advice, and providing detailed and often extensive editorial help,
through either formal or informal reviews of their papers. During
his long tenure as editor of the Michigan Botanist, many botanists
in the Great lakes region published their first papers as budding
scientists under ed Voss’s careful editorial eye.
Voss, who remained single his entire life, is survived by his sister,
eleanor (elly) hendricks (Tom) of Dayton, Oh; nephews, andrew
Stephen hendricks of Tempe, aZ and James edward hendricks
of Dayton, Oh; and grandnephew Thomas charles hendricks of
Brookville, Oh. On 10 March 2012 two services honored Voss: a
memorial service at first Baptist church, ann arbor; a celebration
of Voss’s life and professional career at the university of Michigan
union. On 11 august 2012 a memorial event took place at Grass
Bay Preserve of The nature conservancy, which the Michigan
nature conservancy organized. a trail that was one of Voss’s very
favorite places was named in his honor. Voss was cremated and
his ashes will be spread in some of his beloved places. Memorial
contributions may be made to the university of Michigan Biological
Station (2541 chemistry Building, 930 north university avenue,
ann arbor, Mi 48109-1055), The nature conservancy (4245
north fairfax Drive, Suite 100, arlington, Va 22203-1606), little
Traverse conservancy (3264 Powell road, harbor Springs, Mi
49740), first Baptist church (517 east Washington Street, ann
arbor, Mi 48104), and/or church of the Straits (307 n. huron
Street, Mackinaw city, Mi 49701). a tribute publication (Michigan
Botanist 52[1]: 1- 56. 2012) in memory of edward Voss provides
further insight into his life and contributions.
--William r. Burk with anton a. reznicek

Paul Vincent Webster (1924 – 2012)
Paul Vincent Webster, age 88, retired high school biology teacher,
died 27 July 2012 at Bryan care and rehabilitation center, Bryan,
Oh, with his family at his side. in the u.S. infantry he served in
the european Theater (1942-1945). he received a Bronze Star for
Bravery and a Purple heart for his battle wounds. a longtime biology
teacher in Bryan city Schools, he
received the Outstanding Biology
Teacher award for Ohio (1966).
Webster joined The Ohio academy
of Science in1960, affiliated with the
section on science education (vice
president, 1970-1971), was elected
a fellow (1967), and was accorded
emeritus status (1980).
Born 4 Januar y 1924 in
Mechanicsburg, Oh, Webster was
the son of rush and Grace (Stuckey)
Webster. after receiving his diploma
from Mechanicsburg high School
(1942), he served in the military. he
then entered The Ohio State university. according to archival
records at OSu, he earned a B.S. in zoology (1949), a B.S. in
education (1950), and an M.a. in education (1954). under
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the supervision of arch O. heck, Webster wrote his thesis on
“classroom experiments using the Motion Picture in Science.”
in 1951 Webster began his nearly 30-year teaching career at Bryan
city Schools, where he taught biology. Webster’s enthusiasm and
dedication in teaching and his love of the natural world touched
the lives of thousands of students who took his biology course. he
instilled and inspired an appreciation of nature and its beauty as well
as a passion for learning. he gained respect as one of Bryan’s favorite
teachers. it is noted elsewhere that “he taught by example without
being arrogant or judgmental.” Tributes of his former students
reveal a remarkable teacher who had a wonderful smile and greeted
everyone with warmth. in the classroom he gave well-organized
lectures and stimulated students with hands-on experiments. he
mentored students to reach state science fairs. in 1961 Bryan high
School had the largest future Teachers of america club in Ohio due
in great part to Webster and his colleague, Mr. Johnson. Webster’s
love of animals and plants earned him the endearing nickname “bug
coach.” Many of Webster’s students remember how he would end
his class period: “Times up, i’m afraid.”
Webster’s teaching technique went beyond books and the
classroom. he augmented the learning experience with such
activities as the dissection of grasshoppers, frogs, and fetal pigs;
visits to the Toledo Zoo; the collection and proper mounting of
insects; and field trips. he led early morning field trips to the Beaver
creek Wildlife area in the fall and Goll Woods in the spring. he
and his students set out promptly at 6 a.M. and returned to school
in time for the day’s first class period. When the school day ended,
Webster’s classroom was the focal point for anyone who wanted to
see his menagerie of animals. among the fauna were rats, hamsters,
guinea pigs, a great horned owl named chop chop who lived there
for 16 years, and a white dove who flew around the room. he also
had bottles of preserved animals, pinned butterflies and insects,
and bones for students to study. according to former student
christopher cullis, Webster’s “classroom was the embodiment of
what a biology classroom should be.”
Webster’s teaching extended beyond Ohio. at Morehead college
in Kentucky, he taught at the national Science foundation Summer
institute for Biology Teachers and co-directed the national Science
foundation Summer institute for Secondary Science Students.
Webster retired in 1979.
Webster also contributed to the improvement of the teaching
of biology through his professional endeavors and leadership role
in education he was the author and photographer of six ecology
film Strips that were also produced and distributed by Ward’s
natural Science establishment of rochester, nY. he was president
of the Bryan city Teachers association and secretary-treasurer
(1954-1960) and president (1961) of the national association
of Biology Teachers (naBT). as a staff member, he assisted with
four environmental education Workshops sponsored by the Ohio
Department of education (1972-1973).
Besides his memberships in OaS and naBT, Webster held life
memberships in the national education association, the national
Science Teachers association, and the Ohio education association.
he also held memberships in a number of other organizations: the
american association for the advancement of Science (fellow,
1973), the american institute of Biological Sciences, the american
nature Study Society, the Sierra club, and the national audubon
Society (president; member, Board of Directors and educational
chairman of the Black Swamp chapter). he was chosen for
membership in Kappa Phi Kappa. he enjoyed photography and
founded Webster nature Photography. he provided three screen
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multi-image nature programs, sold nature prints, and offered custom
framing for works of art.
Beyond his teaching Webster was active in his community. a
member of the first Presbyterian church of Bryan, he served as an
elder, was a former property chairman, and sang in the choir. he held
several leadership roles: president, the Williams county Ohio State
university alumni club; chairman, the advisory council of the
Buckeye area health education committee; chairman, Williams
county health Planning association of northwest Ohio; and vice
chairman, the health Planning association of northwest Ohio.
in the Bryan rotary club he was past president, Newsletter editor
(beginning 1973) and a Paul harris fellow. Webster also served on
the Ohio advisory council and By-laws committee of the Ohio
regional Medical Program. instrumental in establishing the Bryan
Tree commission, he served as its chairman since its formation.
Through his efforts Bryan was designated a Tree city for a number
of years. in 1990 he instituted the Bryan rotary Memory Grove
on county road D, which includes over 100 trees. in 1997 he
chaired Tree city Day that was attended by 200 delegates from 42
Tree cities in northwest Ohio. Webster’s efforts in promoting the
planting of trees as well as other community contributions were
recognized with honors. The Bryan area foundation presented
Webster and his wife, M. June (Spence) Dally Webster, whom he
married 8 June 1974, the Good citizen award. The Prairie creek
Tree Project planted trees in his honor.
Surviving Webster are his wife June; three children from June’s
previous marriage, Mark (Sandy) Dally of Bowling Green, Oh,
Dr. craig (Terri) Dally of San Jose, ca, and Paige Miller of Bryan
and her fiancé Kc Potts of Batavia, il. ; eleven grandchildren,
elizabeth (robert) Green, Margaret (Matt) Malanga, Suzanna
(Phil) Schumacher and Mark Dally all of Bowling Green, Oh,
rebecca (Trent) Moyer of columbus, Oh, Mary (Sean Stalter)
Miller of Bryan, Marcia (Zach) fisher of Bryan, Thomas Dally, David
Dally, Michael Dally, and Sarah Dally, all of San Jose; two greatgrandchildren, Graham and nathan Malanga; one brother frank
(Marcy) Webster of columbus; and brother-in-law, Jim Spence
of British columbia. he was predeceased by his parents and two
sisters, eva Mahan and edith lyttle. in the spirit of teaching, Paul
Webster donated his body to The Ohio State university Division
of anatomy to be used to educate future physicians, nurses, and
allied professionals. Memorial services were held 9 august 2012
at the first Presbyterian church of Bryan with Pastor Barry Sweet
officiating. Two hours prior to the services friends and relatives
gathered. The Oberlin-Turnbull funeral home, Bryan, was in
charge of arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to
the Bryan first Presbyterian church, 506 Oxford Drive, Bryan,
Oh 43506 or the Prairie creek Tree Project, c/o Bryan rotary
foundation, inc., P.O. 721, Bryan, Oh 43506-0721.
--William r. Burk
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