
oliof
a
u
tu

m
n
 2

0
1
2

Collections  •  Services  •  People  •  Places

According to Plan
The last few months have 
been exciting ones for those of 
us at The Ohio State Univer-
sity Libraries. 

I am extremely proud that 
the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL) Investment 
Index has ranked The Ohio 
State University Libraries fifth 
among public university librar-
ies—a jump from 12th place 
just one year ago. We also 
ranked 14th among private and 
public university libraries, up 
from 23rd last year. The rank-
ings demonstrate that we have 
built a cost-effective library 
system recognized as one of 
the best in the country. It also 
reflects the positive effect of 
the investment the university 
has made in University Librar-
ies.

We were gratified that the 
Thompson Library was desig-
nated as a “Landmark Library” 
by Library Journal, one of the 
library industry’s foremost 
publications. Five academic 
libraries, including Thompson, 
were selected by a panel of 
judges for the honor, which 
identifies trendsetting library 
buildings across the country. 

When you’re on a journey, you 
can’t head in the right direc-
tion if you don’t know where 
you’re going. The Libraries has 
a destination that is outlined 
in our vision statement. It 
charges us to advance student 
and faculty success, deliver 

Moving from Excellence to Eminence
distinctive content and foster 
intellectual connections. We 
also have a map:  our strategic 
plan. In this issue of Folio, we 
share some of the actions we 
are taking to implement that 
plan so we remain one of the 
eminent academic libraries in 
the world:

• Renovating and improving 
our central campus libraries.

• Supporting university-wide 
initiatives with the Libraries 
collections.

• Shaping the evolution of the 
library profession as our librar-
ians move into roles beyond 
our buildings as “engaged 
librarians.”

• Offering a unique initiative 
that trains undergraduate 
Libraries student workers to 
lead sessions on the research 
process for fellow undergrads 
called the “Student to Student 
A+ Research Program.”

• Developing creative pro-
grams by the Libraries’ faculty 
and staff through our “Innova-
tion Fund.”

• Leveraging partnerships with 
libraries around the world. 

The change to a semester-
based academic calendar got 
the school year off to a fast 
start a full month earlier than 
the former quarter-based cal-
endar. The Libraries supported 
that change by extending loan 
periods for faculty, staff and 
students (see page X.)  

This past July, I joined two 
colleagues on a trip to China. 
The journey, which included 
renewing agreements with 
our partner libraries in China, 
also provided time for shar-
ing knowledge of library best 
practices.

I hope you can visit the 
Thompson Library Gallery 
to see the Theatre Research 
Institute exhibit, “Dancing 
Dimensions,” and drop by the 
Billy Ireland Cartoon Library 
and Museum to take in “Line 
Dancing.”  Both exhibits are 
supporting this fall’s “Ohio 
State is Dancing!” series.

The future for University 
Libraries is a bright one. The 
renovation of Sullivant Hall is 
well underway and we expect 
to open a beautiful new home 
for our world famous cartoon 
library in the fall of 2013. Our 
next issue of Folio will intro-
duce you to our fundraising 
plans and priorities for the But 
for Ohio State campaign and 
to some of the volunteers who 
will help make those plans a 
reality. 

I invite you to join us on the 
exciting journey that lies 
ahead!

Lisa Carter, Assistant Director of Special Collections and Area 
Studies, with Director of Libraries Carol Pitts Diedrichs during their 
trip to China this past summer.
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  named “New Landmark Library” 

Library
Thompson The Association of Research 

Libraries (ARL) Investment 
Index ranks the OSU Libraries 
fifth among public university 
libraries, a jump from 12th 
place just one year ago.

The rankings also place the 
Ohio State Libraries at #14 
among all 125 ARL member 
libraries, up from #23 last 
year.

“Our library is the physical, 
intellectual, and historical 
heart of the University,” 
said Ohio State President 
Gordon Gee.  “The naming 
of our library system among 
the top five public academic 
libraries in the country 
affirms our University’s 
forward momentum and the 
tremendous dedication of our 
library faculty and staff.”

Carol Pitts Diedrichs, 
Director of Libraries, echoed 
President Gee’s sentiments.
“The ranking demonstrates 
we have built a cost-
effective, efficient library 
system that is recognized by 
its peer institutions as one 
of the best in the country,” 
Diedrichs said.  “I am thrilled 
that we continue to move 
in a positive direction that 
benefits the entire Ohio State 
community.”

Diedrichs credited the 
university’s support of the 
Libraries as a significant 
factor in the top five ranking.
“The ranking reflects, in part, 
the investment universities 
make in their libraries,” 
Diedrichs said.  “We are 
fortunate to have received 
the support which has made 
this ranking possible.”

ARL influences the changing 
environment of scholarly 
communication and the 
public policies that affect 
research libraries and the 
diverse communities they 
serve. ARL pursues this 
mission by advancing the 
goals of its member research 
libraries, providing leadership 
in public and information 
policy to the scholarly 
and higher education 
communities, fostering 
the exchange of ideas and 
expertise, facilitating the 
emergence of new roles 
for research libraries, and 
shaping a future environment 
that leverages its interests 
with those of allied 
organizations.

The Thompson Library has 
been named a “2012 New 
Landmark Library” by Library 
Journal.

Five academic libraries were 
selected by a panel of judges 
for the honor, which identi-
fies trendsetting library 
buildings across the country. 
The awards are based on 
overall design and construc-
tion excellence, response to 
community context and con-
straints, sustainability, func-
tionality, innovation, beauty 
and delight, and more.

“I am thrilled that yet another 
honor has been awarded 
to the Thompson Library,” 
said Director of Libraries 
Carol  Pitts Diedrichs.  “It is 
gratifying that the Thompson 
Library continues to receive 
such overwhelming positive 
response from not only the 
campus community, donors 
and alumni, but from our col-
leagues in the library profes-
sion as well.”  

“It’s a wonderful reflection 
on OSUL that the Thompson 
Library is recognized as a 
model for the future of aca-
demic libraries, and seen as 
a world-class facility by our 
peers,” Diedrichs said.

In a letter supporting the 
nomination, Ohio State Presi-
dent Gordon Gee said the 
renovation of the Thompson 
Library, completed in 2009, 
“has been a transformational 
event for The Ohio State 
University.”  

“The restoration and expan-
sion of this iconic building 
has made it the physical, 
intellectual and histori-
cal heart of the univer-
sity,” President Gee 
said. “The reimagined 
Thompson Library 
merges traditional 
library rooms and new 
spaces in a dynamic 
environment that 
encourages an ex-
change of ideas while 
facilitating learning 
and research.”  

OSU Libraries 
Ranked Fifth 

The Thompson Library was 
ranked third.  Top honors went 
to Goucher College Athenae-
um in Baltimore, MD; followed 
by the Berkeley Law Library, 
University of California, Berke-
ley, CA; Thompson Memo-
rial Library; South Mountain 
Community Library, Phoenix, 
AZ; and the Lemieux Library 
and McGoldrick Learning 
Commons, Seattle University, 
Seattle, WA.

“These ‘New Landmark Librar-
ies’ reinterpret the definition, 
concept and functionality 
of the traditional academic 
library,” said Francine Fialkoff, 
Library Journal’s Editor-in-
Chief.

“Each of these winning librar-
ies stood out in terms of the 
final project but also because 
of their process in arriving at 
the final design – the discus-
sions with stakeholders, the 
focus on the needs of students 
and the success in overcoming 
challenges,” Fialkoff said.

Founded in 1876, Library Jour-
nal is one of the oldest and 
most respected publications 
covering the library field.

 
2011 2010

Michigan 
1 1

UCLA 
2 5

California, Berkeley 3 2

Penn State 
4 3

Ohio State 
5 12

Illinois 
6 7

Wisconsin 
7 11

North Carolina 8 6

Minnesota 
9 9

Washington 
10 10

Texas 
11 4

Texas A & M 12 8

Top Ranked Public University Libraries 

5#
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Perhaps OSU Libraries’ 
strongest international 
partnerships have been our 
longstanding bonds with two 
of China’s largest libraries, 
Shanghai Library and Wuhan 
University. Our exchange 
programs with these two 
libraries has been very 
successful and when it was 
time to renew the contracts, 
I led a small delegation to 
Shanghai during  the summer 
to re-sign those agreements 
in person. The exchange 
programs have enabled our 
librarians to travel to China, 
share their expertise and, in 
return, learn about Chinese 
libraries. We have also 
hosted individuals from our 
Chinese exchange partners 
at Ohio State. On the visit, 
I was accompanied by Lisa 
Carter, our associate director 
of special collections and 
area studies, and Professor 
Guoqing Li, our Chinese 
Studies librarian.

We renewed our long-
standing exchange agree-
ment with the Shanghai 
Library with a signing 
ceremony and tour. We were 
particularly interested in their 
new e-book center where 
they expect to demonstrate 
and teach scholars how 
to use a variety of e-book 
platforms and devices. 

During our trip, Lisa and I 
were pleased to be asked 
to speak at the Shanghai 
International Library Forum 
hosted by the Shanghai 
Library.  The forum provides 
colleagues from around 
the world with an 
opportunity 
to share the 
latest 
research 
findings, 

exchange ideas and examine 
emerging trends.  I spoke 
about transforming research 
library collections for the 21st 
century and Lisa discussed 
the challenges and trends for 
special collections as part of 
research library collections.

Another stop in Shanghai 
was the National Library 
of China, which included 
a tour and lunch with the 
Library’s deputy director. 
The NLC is much like the 
Library of Congress in the 
United States. In addition, 
we visited a new potential 
partner, Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University, which has 
a science and technology 
focus.

We had the good fortune 
to be in Shanghai at the 
same time that Ohio State 
was hosting a reception 
for incoming students and 
alumni. It was fun to talk 
with and answer questions 
from students who would be 
arriving for the first time on 
our campus for fall semester.

Lisa and I did a little student 
recruitment while sightseeing 
at the tallest building 
in China – the Shanghai 
World Financial Center. 
We encountered a group of 
students at a camp which 
was also touring the building. 
One in particular, James, 
made an effort to talk with 
us and made it clear that he 

wanted to come to college in 
the U.S. Hopefully, James will 
soon join our 3,500 Chinese 
students at Ohio State. We 
gave him our business cards 
and he has already sent us a 
picture of our encounter!

Lisa Carter and Guoqing  Li 
executed the signing and 
renewal of our exchange 
agreement with Wuhan 
University, a large university 
in central China located 
at the intersection of the 
Yangtze and Han Rivers and 
with 40,000 students and 
8,000 graduate students. 

The highlight of our trip 
was a visit to Beijing to 
attend a celebration of 
Guoqing Li’s 30- year career 
hosted by his alma mater, 
Beijing University. Guoqing 
presented the library with a 
collection of his published 
works for their archives. 
One of his former professors 
attended the event, as well as 
his good friend, Zhu Qiang, 
who is now the director of 
the libraries.

We visited many Chinese 
cities during the trip and 
returned with a renewed 
realization that Ohio State 
truly is a global university 
and that the work we do here 
has a far-reaching impact. 

4

by Director of Libraries Carol Pitts Diedrichs

Director of Libraries Carol Pitts 
Diedrichs at the Shibaozhai Temple, 
a 12-story, 18th century temple built 
on the northern bank of the Yangtze 
River of China. It was erected by Em-
peror Qianlong on a large rock rising 
almost 100 feet out of the river.
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The $30.6 million Sullivant Hall renovation 
is underway. The renovated building will be 
home to the BICL&M, Department of Dance, 
Art Education, and the Advanced Computing 
Center for the Arts & Design, beginning 
Fall Semester 2013. The renovation is being 
supported in part by a gift from Jean Schulz, 
widow of Peanuts’ creator Charles M. Schulz 
(see page 8.) 

A $2.8 million renovation of the existing Food, 
Agricultural & Environmental Sciences Library 
space is a joint venture between University 
Libraries and the College of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental Sciences (CFAES). The 
facility will be transformed into a resource-rich 
academic space offering renewed collaborative 
learning environments. The anticipated 
opening date is Fall 2014. 

Last year saw the successful integration of the 
music and dance collection into a permanent 
new home on the second floor of SEL, the 
system’s 24/7 library.  New furniture for the 
lower level, second and fourth floors will 
provide improved collaborative and individual 
study space. Installation is scheduled for 
December 2012. Next up: renovation of the 
first floor of the heavily-used library that will 
transform it into a 21st century facility of 
state-of-the-art technology and collaborative 
learning. The project, approved by the 
university’s Board of Trustees, is currently in 
the design phase, with construction expected 
to take place in the summer of 2013.    

The Depository is two miles from campus, 
and stores important but seldom-used books. 
The two depository modules are full; a third 
module is needed for the long-term storage of 
library collections. Funding for this project has 
yet to be secured. 

Libraries for 
the Future
The Libraries’ strategic plan includes development of a master plan for library 
facilities across Ohio State’s Columbus campus. It focuses on near-term 
opportunities where changes are needed.

Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum (BICL&M)

CFAES Library and the Student Success Center  

Charting 
a Course 
for the 
Future

Science and Engineering Library (SEL)

University Archives/Book Depository

Libraries’ faculty and staff will be reviewing data on all libraries and consulting with stakeholders 
to develop an overall plan for each central campus facility assigned to the University Libraries. This 
planning and collaboration will ensure the Ohio State University Libraries remain one of the top 
academic libraries in the country.

The faculty and staff have developed 
a vision for University Libraries. It is 
simple and straightforward:

Advance student and 
faculty success. 

Deliver distinctive 
content. 

Foster intellectual 
connections.

In order for that vision to become 
a reality, the Libraries have also 
devised a strategic plan designed to 
move the system toward that vision. 
It articulates five distinct themes:

Services: 
develop and refine user-centered 
services which integrate libraries and 
library faculty and staff into environ-
ments where users work and interact

Collections: 
manage the evolution of the Librar-
ies’ information resources to match 
the needs and behaviors of users

Library as Intellectual 
Crossroads: 
enhance the Libraries’ place as a 
cultural, social and intellectual cross-
roads 

Innovative Leadership: 
establish the Libraries as a national 
leader in the integration of intellec-
tual content and services 

Infrastructure:  
foster a work environment that 
utilizes and develops the best talents 
of the Libraries’ faculty and staff;  an 
organizational culture which embrac-
es innovation and change, promotes 
continued improvement, and judi-
ciously allocates its resources to sup-
port the University’s strategic needs

Take a look at the next few pages of 
Folio to see how just how the vision 
is becoming a reality.
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Engaged Librarian
The

Groundbreaking advances in information 
technology, coupled with changing 
expectations by students and faculty, have 
dramatically changed the role of academic 
libraries. The role of the librarian is evolving 
as well, and the Ohio State University 
Libraries is leading the way in redefining the 
profession for the 21st century.

OSUL librarians are devising innovative new 
ways to interact with students and faculty.  
This approach--frequently referred to as 
the “engaged librarian”--focuses on being 
in touch with rapidly shifting customer 
behaviors and being adept in navigating the 
same online environments students and 
faculty already use. 

The concept means taking the librarian’s 
traditional strengths and transforming that 
knowledge base into different forms for 
the contemporary environment. The OSU 
Libraries have made engagement a priority.  

Anne Fields, PhD, an Associate Professor 
and Subject Librarian for English, views one 
of her “engaged librarian” roles as being the 
person to discern the teaching and research 
needs of Department of English faculty and 
students.

“I can then link those needs with solutions 
that the Libraries can offer,” Fields said.  
Fields said another role is facilitating 
collaborations between the department and 
the Libraries. One of these collaborations is 
with the English First Year Writing Program.  
Now in its sixth year, this collaboration has 
the Libraries providing instruction, teaching 
materials and support for graduate 
teaching assistants, who in turn deliver 
basic research instruction to their own 
writing students. 

This year the collaboration extended to 
the second-level writing course.  Prof. 
Kay Halasek completely redesigned an 
English course, partly in response to the 
OSU General Education and Ohio Board of 
Regents research objectives.

“We worked together closely to design 
activities and assessments and integrate 
them into the course,” Fields said.

The framework developed by OSUL for 
guiding the engaged librarian model 
emphasizes four areas:

Research Services:  Provide expert research 
consultation to the university community 
through understanding user needs, extending 
specialized services and assessing services to 
improve them. 

Scholarly Communication:  Work with 
members of the university community to 
enhance their ability to share their research 
broadly and effectively by addressing a range 
of issues. 

Collection Development:  Develop and 
manage collections to actively support 
research and instruction in subject areas 
by contributing to the selection and 
management of content for the libraries 
collections in relevant formats and languages. 

Teaching and Learning:  Collaborate with 
colleagues within and beyond the libraries on 
planning, delivering, improving, and assessing 
information literacy initiatives within the 
context of the larger curriculum of the 
university. 

Associate Professor José Díaz, Ph.D., and 
the Libraries’ Head of Area Studies, is also 

an adjunct professor in the department of 
Spanish and Portuguese (SPPO). During an 
information SPPO faculty gathering, Diaz 
struck up a conversation with the Center 
for Latin American Studies director, Dr. 
Abril Trigo.

“He mentioned SPPO wanted to launch 
a new scholarly journal,” Diaz said. “The 
publication they envisioned would be 
trilingual (Spanish, Portuguese, and 
English), peer-reviewed, and available 
via open access.”  Diaz told him that the 
Libraries had developed a program to 
publish scholarly content in conjunction 
with the university’s institutional repository, 
the Knowledge Bank.  

Shortly after the conversation, a 
series of meetings took place with the 
Libraries’ Scholarly Resources Integration 
Department.  

“The Libraries partnered with the SPPO 
Department in the publication of Alter/
Nativas: a Latin American Cultural Studies 
Journal,” Diaz said.

Many library users find that greater 
explanation and interpretation is necessary 
to make sense of their research projects 
within a rapidly changing environment. 
 Engaged librarians are discovering unique 
opportunities to bring their expertise to 
faculty and students with an important 
positive impact on research.
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Thompson Library 
Hosts Student 
Poster Forum
The Undergraduate Research Office brought this year’s “Student Poster Forum” 
to the Thompson Library on September 14.  The forum was the culminating 
event for the Research Office’s Fall Undergraduate Research Week.  Thompson 
also served as the site for one of the week’s programs, “It Starts with Curiosity 
and Finding Your Research Niche,” which was presented by staff from 
University Libraries.

University Archives, 
Ohio Staters, mark 
“Founders Day”

Artists’ Books Open House
The Awesomeness that is the Library!

More than 125 people took time to look at and examine, hands-on, a selection of artists’ 
books from the combined collections of the Fine Arts Library and the Rare Books & Manu-
scripts Library on September 25. The event showcased dozens of artists’ books released 
by major publishing houses, as well as those distributed by the artists themselves.  The 
open house included examples of mail art, computer punch-card art, and zines. The Librar-
ies’ has a collection of some of the best-known artists of the late 20th century; much of 
the material at the event had not been on display previously.

One attendee went so far as to describe the event as “a great advertisement for 
the awesomeness that is the OSU Library!”

More open houses are in the works for the future.  Check future issues of Folio, 
and the calendar of events on the Libraries’ web site, for upcoming events.

Learn more about 
the Libraries at
There is so much going on at the University 
Libraries that everything won’t always fit in 
an issue of Folio.  So to give you even more 
news about the exciting changes and activi-
ties taking place at the Libraries, we’ve made 

oliofPlus
an addition to our web site we’re calling Folio Plus. 

Folio Plus will include photos, in-depth background information and links to 
web sites that will offer more information about the Libraries and The Ohio 
State University.  Go to the Libraries’ web site, library.osu.edu, click on the 
“News and Events” tab and go to “Newsletter.”

We hope you enjoy yet another way of staying connected with the Libraries!

University Archives partnered with the Ohio Staters for 
a celebration marking “Founders Day” on September 17.  
Founders Day commemorates the first day of classes at 
Ohio State in 1873.

Ohio State President Gordon Gee said the mission the 
then-fledgling university embraced at that time is the same 
today: providing a quality education for the next generation 
to tackle the challenges of the future.  As it was then and is 
now, President Gee said, the university is up to the task.

The Ohio Staters strive to improve the university through 
unique voluntary service. University Archives is part of The 
Ohio State University Libraries.

Above: President Gee and University Archives Student Assistant 
Annemarie Cunningham
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Rare Books 
and Manuscripts
Fourth Annual Preview 
Night November 14
A chance for the public to see new works acquired this year by Rare Books 
and Manuscripts will be held this fall at the Thompson Library.   The Fourth 
Annual Preview Night will be held November 14 from 6-8 p.m. in the Creigh-
ton Reading Room at the Thompson Library, 1858 Neil Avenue. 

The new acquisitions range from medieval manuscripts to 21st century 
American fiction.  Library curators will be on hand to discuss the materials.  
The event is free and open to the public.  A reception will follow in the Mortar 
Board Suite. 
 
An RSVP is requested.  
Contact Lola Klein, 
614-292-8174, 
klein.40@osu.edu 
by November 9.

Thompson Library Site for NBC News

The Libraries are constantly working to improve and 
refine services to meet the needs of the university 
and customers, and partner with other units across 
campus to support a variety of initiatives.  Some 
recent examples:

Longer Loan Periods for the 
Semester Schedule:  The Libraries 
began offering longer loan periods this summer as 
the university made its long-anticipated switch to a 
semester-based calendar.  Faculty, staff and graduate 
students can now borrow books for 120 days (from 
the previous 70 days); the new loan period for 
undergraduate students is 42 days (up from 21 days).  

Mobile Reference Service:  Subject 
librarians are now using iPads and tablet computers 
to providing on-site consultations and reference 
services in the Business, Fine Arts, English, Music 
& Dance, Communication & Germanic Studies, and 
Social Work departments and colleges.

“Cartoons 101”:  The Billy Ireland Cartoon 
Library and Museum (BICLM) presented “Cartoons 
101 in partnership with the Humanities Institute 
and the Alumni Association.  The program proved 
popular; said alum Melissa Weygandt, “I honestly 
loved it and I think the other attendees did too…
I want to attend more events like this one. Consider 
me engaged.”

Listening sessions with 
graduate students:  Recent surveys 
indicate that some graduate students would like an 
enhanced level of service from the Libraries. A series 
of listening sessions were held for students in several 
programs, in both arts and humanities and social/
behavioral sciences.  

Developing Copyright 
Curriculum:  The Libraries’ Copyright Services 
Office has been working with the university’s English 
professors, graduate students and the Libraries’ 
Teaching and Learning staff to develop a copyright 
curriculum.  

The Mortar Board Suite of the Thompson Library served as the studio for NBC 
News interviews with a group of undecided voters following the first presiden-
tial debate on October 3.

The network brought six undecided Ohio voters to the Thompson Library to 
watch the first of three scheduled debates between President Barack Obama 
and former Governor Mitt Romney.  Following the debate, NBC News Cor-
respondent John Yang talked to the voters about their reactions to the com-
ments made by the two candidates.  A portion of the segment was aired the 
following night on The NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams.

The Thompson Library is a popular venue for the network news programs.  
Thompson has served as the site for several taped and live broadcasts, 
including an interview with Ben Bernanke, chairman of the Federal Reserve, 
for the CBS program 60 Minutes.  Thompson has also been used as a studio 
for programs from CNN.  The system’s Geology Library has also served as the 
site for a CNN broadcast.

NBC News Correspondent John Yang, standing, talks with a group of undecided Ohio 
voters at the Thompson Library just before the start of the first president debate.

What’s new at 
the Libraries?



The National Cartoonists 
Society Foundation’s has ap-
proved a $20,000 gift to the 
Schulz Challenge.  As with all 
gifts to the Schulz challenge, 
this gift will be matched dol-
lar for dollar by Jean Schulz, 
widow of Peanuts’ creator 
Charles M. Schulz, giving 
it a $40,000 impact on 
the project. Ms. Schulz has 
pledged to match donations 
to the new facility up to $2.5 
million. 

Schulz Challenge Update

An April event at the Hyde Park 
Golf and Country Club in Cincinnati 
provided more than one hundred 
friends and alumni with an update 
on University Libraries, the plans 
for a new home for the Billy Ireland 
Cartoon Library and Museum and a 
scotch tasting.  The event highlight 
was a hilarious – and moving – pro-
gram from “Zits” creator and former 
Cincinnati Enquirer cartoonist, James 
Borgman.   

The annual Tasteful Evening for Rare 
Books and Manuscripts sponsored 
by J.C.Hanks and Paul Tingley at the 
Columbus Club was a big success.  
Otto Penzler, owner, publisher and 
authority on mystery novels was the 
speaker.  His brief survey of mystery 
fiction and discussions of his person-
al adventures as a book store owner 
in New York City were delightful.  
Gary Vara guided the guests through 
a champagne tasting that was full of 
expertise and amazing facts about 
champagnes and sparkling wines 
from all over the world.  

Spring Events a Success
Director of Libraries Carol Diedrichs, left, 
and Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and 
Museum (BICLM) Curator Jenny Robb, 
with Jim Borgman, creator of the “Zits” 
comic strip. Borgman is former editorial 
cartoonist for the Cincinnati Enquirer.

“A Tasteful Evening with Otto Penzler 
of the Mysterious Press,” May 31. 

Enjoying the celebration of the OSU 
Libraries’ acquisition of the Mysterious 

Press Archive by the Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Library are: Front: Kim 

Hanks, Otto Penzler, Geoff Smith, Brett 
Tingley, J.C. Hanks; Back: Lisa Carter, 

Carol Pitts Diedrichs, Eric Johnson, 
Paul Tingley

The Foundation’s mission is 
to support and promote the 
art of cartooning through 
scholarships, donations to 
museums and cartooning 
institutions as well as to sup-
port individual cartoonists in 
need. The fund was created 
by a generous grant from the 
estate of cartoonist David 
Pascal and the merger of 
previous contributions from 
the Herblock Foundation, 
the estate of Toni Mendez 

and the Milt Gross fund. The 
Foundation is also supported 
by individual contributions 
from cartoonists, syndicates 
and other benefactors. 

The Sullivant Hall renovation 
is scheduled to be completed 
in 2013, at which time Sul-
livant Hall will house the Billy 
Ireland Cartoon Library & 
Museum as well as The Ohio 
State University Department 
of Dance and the Depart-
ment of Art Education. 

The fundraising for the 
Schulz Challenge is still not 
complete.  You can help 
by contributing gifts in the 
enclosed envelope and/or 
by donating books by call-
ing 614.688-8676 or using 
the pick-up request online at 
go.osu.edu/book-pick-up.   



Otto Penzler

VP Biden Stops at 
Libraries’ Tech Center
Vice President Joe Biden is seen with staff from the Libraries’ Tech 
Center during a visit to Columbus on July 19. The vice president’s mo-
torcade was headed to the airport when it made an unscheduled stop 
at the Tech Center. 

The VP greeted the surprised staff and posed for a quick picture before 
continuing on his way.

Libraries’ 
Faculty 
Honored

The Friends of the OSU 
Libraries announced the win-
ners of the 2012 Ann W. and 
Emanuel D. Rudolph Student 
Book Collecting Awards, 
which were presented earlier 
this year.

Lisa Carter, associate direc-
tor for special collections and 
area studies and director of 
The Friends of OSU Libraries, 
said four students received 
awards for their essays on 
their collecting activity:

• Undergraduate Division:  
First Place, $1,000, Heather 
Doute; Second Place, $500, 
Audrey Heisel.

• Graduate Division: First 
Place, $1,000, Sanja Kadric; 
Second Place, $500, Daniel 
Watkins. 

All the applicants also re-
ceived a membership to the 
Friends of The Ohio State 
University Libraries.

Dr. Emanuel Rudolph was a 
professor of plant biology at 
The Ohio State University; 
his wife Ann was a librar-
ian with Battelle Memorial 
Institute. They were also 
avid book collectors. In their 

Friends Present 
2012 Student Book 
Collecting Awards

lifetimes they collected over 
53,000 volumes which they 
catalogued and preserved in 
their homes. The Rudolphs’ 
enjoyed sharing their collec-
tion with countless students 
and book lovers. 

Their generosity established 
the endowment, which 
provides scholarships to 
encourage young people to 
develop an interest in books 
and pursue collections of 
their own. From the endow-
ment, awards are provided to 
students based on an essay 
related to their interest in 
collecting and preserving 
books. 

Winners also qualify for The 
National Collegiate Book 
Collecting Contest sponsored 
by the Antiquarian Booksell-
ers’ Association of America, 
the Fellowship of American 
Bibliophilic Societies, and the 
Library of Congress.

Congratulations to these members of the Libraries’ 
faculty who were recognized at the annual Faculty Honors 
and Awards Reception this summer. 

• Promotion to the rank of Associate Professor: 
   Lynda Hartel

• Promotion to the rank of Associate Professor 
   with Tenure: 
   Fern Cheek, Barbara Dunham, Beth Kattelman, 
   Melanie McGurr, Jenny Robb, and Maureen Walsh

• Promotion to the rank of Professor: 
   Tschera Connell and Maureen Donovan

• Annual Teaching Excellence Award: 
   Danny Dotson

• Distinguished Scholar Award: 
   Guoqing Li

• International 2011 Princeton University Library 
   Research Fellowship: 
   Eric Johnson

• Research Excellence Award: 
   Sarah Murphy

• Virginia Tiefel Achievement in Teaching Award: 
   Fred Roecker

The event recognizes faculty who received promotion, 
tenure and special awards during the previous year. It 
is a time for colleagues, family and friends to share in 
the excitement that comes with each faculty member’s 
achievement of this career milestone.
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Conducting research can be one of the 
most difficult academic challenges a college 
student faces.  Figuring out how to begin a 
project, finding the appropriate resources and 
preparing a term paper can be overwhelming.  

The OSU Libraries are reaching out with the 
popular “Student-to-Student A+ Research 
program,” offering students help from spe-
cially-trained undergraduate library employ-
ees. The student presenters lead a series of 
five 45-minute presentations on the research 
process. The sessions include getting started, 
finding resources, structuring the term paper, 
applying critical thinking skills to determine 
which resources to use, and turning an aver-
age project into an excellent one.

A total of 459 students took advantage of 
the sessions last year, and an even greater 
number are expected to participate during 
this academic year.

The setting for the program is informal.  
Some sessions are provided at the library; 
others in various student spaces including 
dormitories and student clubs.  Requests for 
the sessions often come from resident advi-
sors who understand the value of the infor-
mation being provided.

Cheryl Lowry, training and education special-
ist for the Libraries, said the program was 
created in response to recent studies from 
the Project Information Literacy (PIL).  In a 
Lantern story by reporter and Libraries’ stu-
dent employee Tianna Tolliver, Lowry said the 
PIL studies showed 84 percent of students 

have issues when getting a research paper 
started. 

The program gets high marks from partici-
pants as well as those who lead the sessions.  
Students praised the content.

“Everything I wanted to know was covered.”  

“It was phenomenal!”  

“I understood everything and it was useful 
information.”  

Marie Conger, a fourth-year student in an-
thropology, gave the presentations for more 
than a year. Conger graduated in June and 
is now studying in Scotland.  She loved the 
program because it caters to students, the 
students are passionate, and the presenta-
tions are interactive. Conger also gained valu-
able speaking experience.

“I’m a lot better at public speaking. I’ve been 
good before, but I’m more comfortable,” 
Conger said. “I wish this was available when I 
was a freshman.”

Abby Curtis, a fourth-year student in city and 
regional planning, is this year’s presenter. 

Lowry said the Libraries would continue to 
work at incorporating the program in venues 
in which students were already involved.

“We’re working to strengthen our relation-
ships with the First Year Success Program and 
the Bridge Program,” Lowry said. The Bridge 

A+ Research Helps Undergrads
program is designed to facilitate a seamless 
transition from high school to college for 
incoming freshmen.  “We also are hoping to 
work even more closely with our international 
students.”  

Any student group or center is welcome to 
contact the Libraries to request a presenta-
tion. 

Innovation Fund Encourages Cutting Edge Initiatives

The Ohio State University Libraries Innovation Fund encourages new ideas 
that provide tangible benefits for library users.  Over the past year, it has 
sparked a number of creative initiatives from the Libraries’ faculty and staff.

Awards serve as catalysts for introducing new and innovative 
technologies, research tools, user services and progressive approaches.  

A few of the funded proposals so far:

• Digital Exhibits Pilot:  Develops a new model for providing digital ver-
sions of physical Library exhibits.  Users will be able to explore unique objects 
and in-depth scholarship even after the physical exhibit has concluded.

• Digitization of Special/Distinctive Book-Format Collections:  Fo-
cuses on the digital conversion of oversized, rare and/or fragile books.

• Paper & Bytes: Online OSU Records Management Tutorials:  Funds 
the conversion of the current two-hour classroom seminar on records man-
agement into a series of online tutorials, allowing for the education of a wider 
audience on records retention and management.

Any member of the OSU Libraries faculty or staff is eligible to submit an Inno-
vation Fund application for consideration.  Groups or units can also submit an 
application. Proposals to the fund are reviewed and approved by the Libraries’ 
Executive Committee, and must align with the Libraries’ strategic plan.

The program accepts proposal from faculty and staff throughout the year.

A+ Presenter Abby Curtis
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Line Dancing 
Through December 30

Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum
Reading Room Gallery
27 W. 17th Avenue Mall
Columbus, OH  
Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

“Line Dancing” surveys dance in cartoon art 
to celebrate the renovation of Sullivant Hall, 
the future home of both the Department of 
Dance and the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library 
& Museum. The show includes a wide range 
of examples, from a 1788 print of A Cotillion 
– the precursor to the American Square-
dance – to modern works like a jig being 
done by Charles Schulz’s Snoopy. Whether 
it’s a literal depiction of dance as an event, 
or the symbol of dance as metaphor, the 
works in the exhibition are moving. 

Dancing Dimensions: 
Movement through 
Time and Space 
Through December 30

Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee Theatre 
Research Institute
Thompson Library Gallery
1858 Neil Avenue
Columbus, OH  43210

Monday-Wednesday and Friday:
    10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: noon - 5 p.m.

“Dancing Dimensions: Movement 
through Time and Space” is an 
exhibition highlighting dance 
and movement collections of 
the Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee Theatre Re-
search Institute, ranging from 
an 18th-century French fan 
with dance scenes to a top hat 
from Chorus Line; from dance 
in notation to dance in 3D; 
costume and set designs to 
a costume that pirouettes 
and scenery. Through 
a variety of materials 
such as photographs, 
programs, posters, cor-
respondence, video, and a 
mask, the exhibition cel-
ebrates dance and movement 
artists and companies, interna-
tional as well as those who have 
kept dance thriving in Ohio.

Ohio State is

Dancing!
From two OSU Libraries special collection exhibitions to a popular performance from The Ohio State 
Department of Dance, Ohio State is offering an abundance of dance-related activities this fall.

Dance Uptown 
November 16-17
8 p.m.

Mershon Auditorium
1871 N. High Street
Columbus, OH  43210

The Ohio State University Department of 
Dance presents its popular production, 
Dance Uptown. The program spotlights past, 
present and envisioned future concepts in 
dance, with pieces ranging from baroque bal-
let and early theatrical dance to new works 
incorporating hip-hop, contemporary move-
ment, and an experimental dance set to indie 
rock music.  Call 614-292-3535 for ticket 
information.

Libraries Collections Integral 
to Ohio State Programs
The Libraries’ strategic plan places an increased emphasis 
on providing significant support to campus-wide initiatives.  
The visibility of the Libraries’ collections and resources has 
been very apparent this year:

• In the context of the campus-wide commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of John Glenn’s Friendship 7 space 
flight, the Ohio Congressional Archives installed a major 
exhibition highlighted by the Columbus Dispatch, the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Associated Press, Good Morning 
Columbus, and the Japanese news network NHK.

• “Year of Shakespeare: The Exhibition” by the Theatre 
Research Institute (TRI) opened in the Thompson Gallery to 
support culminating activities of the first three-year OSU/
Royal Shakespeare Company collaboration.

• The Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum (BICLM) 
exhibition, “Columbus Cartoonists,” connected with the 
Columbus Bicentennial celebrations.

• In support of the campus-wide “Conversation on 
Immigration,” TRI co-sponsored the Theatre Graduate 
Syndicate’s symposium, “The Brothel and the Factory: 
Staging Immigration and Women’s Labor,” and an exhibit.  
BICLM sponsored the “Immigration in Comics” reading and 
discussion series, and the Libraries East Asian Studies/
Chinese Studies worked with the local Chinese community 
and related OSU organizations on the display “Chinese in 
Columbus:  A History.”

The Libraries are currently featuring two exhibits that 
support “Ohio State is Dancing,” a series of events 
taking place this fall, sponsored by the Libraries and the 
Department of Dance.  
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OSUL Ranked #5

Rare Books 
Preview Night
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Welcome to

Welcome to Folio, the newsletter of The Ohio State University Libraries. Each 
issue will provide you with information on the people, collections, services and 
exhibits that comprise one of the best academic library systems in the country. 
Combined with the Libraries web site—library.osu.edu—Folio will keep you up to 
date on the wide variety of offerings available from Ohio State’s libraries.

Thanks to the Friends of the OSU Libraries for their generous support in bringing 
Folio to you. If you have suggestions on stories you’d like to see, send an email to 
allen.916@osu.edu.
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Jump of seven on 
ARL index

See the latest acquisitions

Next Issue
The “But for Ohio State” campaign will officially launch this fall and the 
next issue of Folio will highlight the ways that your gifts can help the 
Libraries move forward.  The recent rise in our rankings, to fifth among 
public universities, illustrates the quality work being done at the libraries 
and the importance of strong leadership and improved facilities.  

The priorities of the library director; the programmatic, collection and 
facility needs of the libraries staff, and ways to become a part of the 
campaign through volunteering or making current gifts, pledges and 
planned gifts will be discussed.  


