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CONTRIBUTORS

SAMUEL BEAVERS is a recent graduate of the Comparative 
Studies Department at The Ohio State University. Samuel stud-
ied under the Cultural Studies curriculum and focused broadly 
on 21st century American culture. In addition to creating a 
digital narrative about African-American male stereotypes, he 
authored an essay that contrasted the portrayal of South-Asian 
Americans in two popular films, as well as an essay on the roles 
rituals play in certain United States Army ceremonies. This fall, 

Samuel will enter law school at The Ohio State University Michael E. Moritz 
College of Law. 

JOSEPH F. DONNERMEYER is a professor with the Rural 
Sociology group and a member of the Environmental Social 
Sciences faculty in the School of Environment and Natural 
Resources. He has won numerous awards in recognition 
of his teaching, including the Excellence in Instruction 
Award from the Rural Sociological Society in 1997; the 
Gamma Sigma Delta Award for teaching excellence in 2002 
from the College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, the OSU Alumni Association Award for Distin-
guished Teaching in 2004; the Champions of Teaching award from the Univer-
sity Center for Advancement of Teaching in 2009, and a National Award Winner 
for college/university teaching in 2010 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and the American Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities.  From 
2005 – 2009, Dr. Donnermeyer served as chair of the Executive Council for the 

BOB ECKHART received an M.A. (Comparative Cultural 
Studies) from OSU in 1995 and a J.D. in 2001. He teaches 
primarily in the Combined ESL Programs in the College of 
Education and Human Ecology and is the Program Manager 
for the Wuhan University Summer Intensive English Pro-
gram. He also teaches a course he designed and is piloting 
for the English Department, Law School Writing, intended 
to introduce undergraduate students to the writing and rea-
soning they will encounter in law school. Finally, he teaches 

Business English for international graduate students in the Fisher College of 
Business.
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WAYNE HALL serves as Vice Provost for Faculty Development 
at the University of Cincinnati, also as Professor in the Depart-
ment of English. His early research on modern Irish literature 
led to the publication of two books: Shadowy Heroes: Irish 
Literature of the 1890s (Syracuse UP, 1980) and Dialogues 
in the Margin: A Study of the Dublin University Magazine 
(Catholic U of America P, 1999). Over the past decade, and 
following the path of his administrative work, his research has 
focused on scholarly teaching and the scholarship of teaching 

GLENÉ MYNHARDT, M.S. is a Ph.D. candidate in the 
Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biol-
ogy. She received her Master’s degree in Entomology 
from Texas A&M University, and has continued her work 
on insect systematics with ant-associated beetles. After 
four years of teaching introductory biology courses, she 
has served as a teaching fellow for the Center for Life 

Sciences Education, where she has helped design a course 
manual and other instructional tools for biology teaching assistants. She has also 
recently begun working as a graduate associate for the University Center for the 
Advancement of Teaching. In 2008 she won a teaching award in the Entomology 
department, and was recently rewarded one of Ohio State’s Graduate Associ-
ate Teaching Awards. Her educational interests include teaching in the biology 
classroom, learning theory, assessment, and principles of course design.

MARK SHANDA is the Dean of Arts and Humanities in the 
College of Arts and Sciences at The Ohio State University.  
Shanda was named dean on February 1, 2011 following five 
years of services as Chair of the Department of Theatre and 
six months as Interim Dean.  He has been a faculty member 
at Ohio State for 25 years.  Mark is co-author of Drafting 
for the Theatre, a theatre technology textbook in use by vir-
tually all the major theatre programs in the country.  He has 
been a contributor to Theatre Design and Technology maga-
zine, is a long time member of the United States Institute 
for Theatre Technology (USITT) where he currently serves as Vice-President 
for Communication, and he regularly leads workshops at their annual national 
conference and stage expo. On campus, Mark was heavily involved in curricular 
matters as an active member of the College of Arts and Sciences Committee on 
Curriculum and Instruction (CCI) for several years.  In 2009-10 he chaired the 
Assessment Subcommittee of CCI as well the University Level Advisory Com-
mittee (ULAC) on the General Education Curriculum (GEC).  ULAC is charged 
with continuous oversight of the GEC and was the body to that developed the 
changes in the General Education requirements for all students as Ohio State 
moves into the semester scheduling system in the summer of 2012.
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DR. ANNA SOTER, Professor in the College of Edu-
cation and Human Ecology, has been a member of the 
Academy of Teaching since its inauguration at The 
Ohio State University.  Anna primarily teaches gradu-
ate courses to MA, M.Ed., and Ph.D. students in the 
domains of language, literary and literacy education. She 
can be reached at soter.1@osu.edu or at 292-8049. 

COLIN STEPHENSON is a graduate student in the 
Department of History, studying the early United 
States. A 2010 GATA award winner, he is interested 
in employing unconventional pedagogical methods, 
interdisciplinary course development, and in the pos-
sibilities for integrating new digital media with varied 
types of classroom instruction. His research interests 
include transatlantic political philosophy, legal and 
constitutional theory, and the gendered dimensions of politics and ideology. His 
dissertation project explores the development and interpretations of civil rights, 
popular constitutionalism, and states’ rights among Early Americans during the 
1798 Alien and Sedition Act crisis.

BRANDON SULLIVAN is a Ph. D. fellow in the Ohio 
State Biochemistry Program.  He conducts research 
in the lab of Thomas Magliery and teaches for the 
Department of Chemistry.  Brandon has received a Na-
tional Institute of Health Chemistry-Biology Interface 
Fellowship and the 2011 Presidential Fellowship for 
his research in protein engineering.  During the 2010-
2011 academic year he was awarded the Graduate 

Associate Teaching Award from the Ohio State Uni-
versity and the Excellence in Teaching Award from the Midwestern Affiliate of 
the Council of Graduate Schools.  Brandon is a current fellow in the Preparing 
Future Faculty program.

ANGELA THATCHER is a graduate teaching assistant for 
Rural Sociology courses in the Environmental Social Sci-
ences program of the School of Environment and Natural 
Resources.  Her M.S. thesis is a study of citizens’ percep-
tions of agricultural animals, how they are cared for, and the 
extent to which people engage in political or other actions 
that promote animal welfare. As well, she assists in the con-
duct of research on students’ attitudes about group exercises, 
and various ways to help students in a large enrollment class, 
such as review sessions and chat rooms. Angela is a native of Trumbull County, 
and helps on her grandmother’s alpaca farm whenever she has a chance.
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JUDY TZU-CHUN WU is an associate professor of His-
tory and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.  She 
received her educational degrees from Stanford Univer-
sity and has been teaching at OSU since 1997.  She offers 
courses on a variety of topics, including Modern U.S. His-
tory, Feminist Studies, Women’s History, Asian American 
History, Race and Sexuality, Women and Work, Social 
Activism, and Intersectionality.  She is the author of Dr. 
Mom Chung of the Fair-Haired Bastards:  The Life of a 
Wartime Celebrity (California 2005), and is completing 
a new book on the international travels of American anti-
war activists during the U.S. war in Viet Nam, tentatively titled “Radicals on the 
Road:  Internationalism, Orientalism, and Feminism” for the U.S. and the World 
Series edited by Mark Bradley and Paul Kramer for Cornell University Press. 
Dr. Wu is also the mother of two boys, Konrad who is 7 and Langston (pictured 
above) who is now 3.


