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tanning for 1985...Your ideas needed!
ATI Alumni Day 1984 has been canceled. The ATI Executive Committee, which was to
underwrite much of the cost of the event, made the decision on July 9, more than
a week after the reservation deadline. At that point, only 63 alumni, extension
agents and spouses/guests had made their reservations. Alumni reservations alone
totaled 44. At that level of participation, it was determined that, in terms of
both money and time, the event could not economically be offered.
It was apparent from the discussion that led up to the reluctant cancellation
decision, that the ATI administration continues committed to supporting any alumni
event for which there is sufficient demand. The administration has paid the cost
of this quarterly newsletter for the past four years.
Considering the total number of ATI alumni (just over 2,000), attendance at alumni
days has not been bad. Many alumni days have drawn over 100 alumni (about 5% of the
total) plus spouses and guests. However, it is obvious that there may be a format
that would entice you and more of your former classmates to participate. Your ideas
are needed!
One idea already being d·scussed is to hold specialized reunions. This plan could
work in one of two ways. Alumni Day reunions could be scheduled by technology for
all graduating classes, or for all alumni who graduated in a given year regardless
of technology.
Large scale participation in a discussion of alumni day formats is needed. The 1984
plans were made on the bas'is of a rather small number of responses to a survey. An
active, widespread discussion is needed. "ATI Afield" can be the forum. Send your
"letter to the editor ll regarding alumni day soon! All comments will be printed in
coming issues.
Consider these questions. Are alumni reunions by graduating class or technology a
good idea? Should the days be educational or social or both? Are any kind of
alumni days or reunions a good idea? What kind of event, if any, would~ actually
attend? Is there some other activity, program, publication, etc. that would be
more attractive? What ideas do you like? What don't you like? Let's talk about it!
Send your letters to: Alumni Association, Agricultural Technical Institute,

Wooster, Ohio 44691



CLASS OF 1974

Ronald L. Grant, Agricultural Research and Laboratory Science
Ron is a 5th grade teacher in the Maplewood School District in Trumbull County, Ohio.
He has been teaching for 6 years and is the head baseball coach. Ron and his wife
had their first child on December 3, 1983. He is currently working on his master's
degree in Guidance at the University of Dayton. Ron lives in Warren, Ohio.

Donna Baker Mahon, Horse Production and Management
Donna is living in Columbus where she teaches orthopedically handicapped and develop-
mentally handicapped students. She received her B.S. in special education in 1976
and has been teaching 8 years. She has been married 8 years and she and her husband
are "avid sailors" traveling the east coast of the u.s. Donna has a 10 year old mare
that she trained and fox hunts.

CLASS OF 1975

Becky Niemann, Horse Production and Management
After graduation, Becky worked for various stables until 1982. She had to leave
working with horses due to health problems and is now a vet. tech. for a small animal

IIhospital. She says she is "very thankful for the Horse program at ATI and really
enjoyed her work. The animal hospital she works for has four veterinarians and also
serves as a work experience station for vet. tech. students. Becky and the other
vet. tech. are kept busy helping train the students to apply their knowledge. This
includes the care and treatment of wild and domestic birds.

Mary Ann Rozum, Agricultural Research and Laboratory Science
Mary Ann has been promoted to District Conservationist with the Soil Conservation
Service in Greene County, Ohio. She lives in Zenia, Ohio.

CLASS OF 1976

Stephanie Hubbell Darling, Horse Production and Management
Stephanie and her husband had their first child, William Jr., in February, 1984. She

1Isays she is "working as a full-time wife and mother and loving it. Stephanie and
her family live in Hammond, Indiana.

Scott Miller, Dairy Cattle Production and Management
Scott was married to Sharilyn Robertson in November 1977. Their first child, Sheena,
was born in March, 1984. He milks 100 head of registered Holsteins with his brother
and father and was elected to the board of directors of COBA/Select Sires in March,
1984. Scott lives in Defiance, Ohio.

Tom Schmidt, Agronomic Businesses
Tom and his wife, Sue, live in Wakeman, Ohio with their two sons. He is a self-
employed hog and grain farmer.

Jerry Wasserman, Agronomic Businesses
Jerry is working as a sales representative at Sun Grain' in Rising Sun, Ohio. He and
his wife, Deb, were married in August, 1982 and had their daughter, Jill, in March,
1984.
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CLASS OF 1977

Kathy Edwards Ferrell Agricultural Research and Laboratory Science
Kathy and her husband, Bill, had their second child, Kacey Leigh, in June, 1983.
Their son, Matthew, will be 5 years old on September 11. Kathy works as an analytical
lab technician for Cryovac Division of W. R. Grace Co. Her husband was recently .
promoted to production supervisor for Digital Equipment Corporation. They live in
Greer, South Carolina.

Lauren Knowles, Floral Desig.n and Marketing
Lauren, who had served as floral design technician at ATI for several years, left the
Institute in May to go to work for Canterbury Country Club in Shaker Heights, Ohio.
She will be getting married on October 6 and will be liiing in the Cleveland area.

Josh Nelson, Livestock Production and Management
Josh received his master's degree from the School for International Training in
Brattleboro, Vermont in 1983. He is presently vice president of Dreamstreet Genetics
Division of Dreamstreet Holsteins in Walton, New York. He is actively involved with
the fresh-frozen embryo industry and product marketing nationally and internationally.
He says he would love to hear from his ATI friends. He lives in Hancock, New Hampshire

CLASS OF 1978

Caryn Jane Geiser Dyer, Greenhouse Produotion and Management
Caryn was married to husband, Tom, in July of 1983. They· live in Virginia on a dairy
farm in the Shenandoah Valley near Staunton. Caryn is a secretary at Chester Farms, .
wool products and yarn manufacturers.

Marcia Chenevey Long, Agricultural Research and Laboratory Science
Marcia and husband, ~1el '(a 1976 Ag. Research graduate) live in Chardon, Ohio. They
have a 7 month old son, Joshua Cole. They both work at SOS Biotech in Painesville.
Mel works in age chem·cal formulations and Marcia works in a toxicology animal lab.
Mel formulates pesticides, some of which are used by Chemlawn and Ortho. The will
soon be moving into a new home in the country.

Terry D. Walton, Landscape Contr cting and Construction
Terry lives in Atlanta Georgia and is self-employed in the landscape contracting and
grounds maintenance business. His three year old business is called Greenscape
Environmental Services. He married his wife, Karen, in June, 1980 and they have a
2! year old daughter, Kristi.

CLASS OF 1980

Matthew P. Bernd, Greenhouse Production and Management
After working for Oakdell Nurseries in Apopka, Florida as a supervisor, he returned
to the OSU Columbus campus to study Agricu tural Economics. After receiving he
B.S. degree, Matthew accepted ~. job with Yoder Brothers in Alva~ Florida where he
works at the Live Oak Greenhouses, a 12 acre foliage and house plant production a~ea.

At the time he wrote, he planned on completing a training period in May and becomlng
a supervisor. He says he is "proud to be working for the firm that Bill Skou worked
for" and hopes to "continue striving for the ideals and values that Bill taught me .... 11
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Karen Ogden Buxton, Swine Production and Management
Karen married Brett Buxton in June, 1983. She is working as a farrowing house manager
for Cole Swine Farms in Mt. Blanchard where she has worked since 1981. Brett is a
self-employed farm drainage contractor. The couple lives· on a hog farm near Mt.
Blanchard.

David and Marcy (Deceuster) Day, Landscape Contrac ing and Construction
Dave and Marcy moved to Columbus where they work at Green King Landscape Co. David is
the nursery manager and Marci is a landscape designer.

Hope Kirkland Fowler, Livestock Production and Management
Hope and husband, James, had a daughter, Roshe11e, in March, 1984. She is a milk
teste and he works for E1by's Family Restaurant in Dover. They live in Sherrods-
ville, Ohio.

Doug Gil1fi1lan, Crop Production and anagement
Doug is working for Tri-Village Landscape Company and farming in partnership with his
father and uncle. He is hoping to get back into farming fulltime.

CLASS OF 1981

Virginia A. Kristof, Greenhouse Production and Management
Virginia will be getting married to Roger Gibbons on September 22. They will be living
in Fairview Park, Ohio in a house they bought three years ago. She works as a cashier
at a grocery store in Bay Village and Roger is a meatcutter at Heinen's.

Kevin T. Jenne, Beef/Sheep Production and Management
Kevin was married to Terri Ann Sears in February, 1982. He is working for Robert
Levering as foreman at a polled Hereford cattle operation in Frederikstown, Ohio.
Kevin is half owner of two registered Suffolk sheep flocks in G bar J Suffolks and
Sears fami y Suffolks.

Alejandro Nicol, Commercial Beekeeping
Since graduating in 1981, Alejandro has kept. a small number of colonies in his home
country, Guatemala In August 1983 e dro e Fallon, Nevada wh re hark d for
three months for Nygren's Nevada Honey, his former internship employer. Upon his
return to Guatemala that December, he took a temporary job training Peace Corps
volunteers to do beekeeping extension work in rural Guatemala. He currently keeps
bees and does part time carpentry work. He plans to homestead on 60 acres of forest
land this summer. He will be involved in cabin building, gardening, logging, and
raising small livestock and bees. He says these projects might be too much for one
person and wants to know if anyone at ATI is interested in joining him.

CLASS OF 1982

Duane A. Brooks, Turfgrass Management
Duane is superintendent of Rustic Woods Golf Course in Columbia Station, Ohio. He
lives in Valley City, Ohio.

Dana J. BUlngardner, Greenhouse Production and Management
In February, 1984, Dana moved to Apopka, Florida after accepting a growers position
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at Hermann Engelmann Greenhouses, Inc. Dana is wo king an average of 60 hours per
week at the 24 acre complex. Dana is in charge of t~o acres and will soon care for
five acres of tropical foliage. Engelmann is a-nursery company headquartered in
Germany.

Dennis J. Holman, Soil and Water Conservation and Management
After graduation, Dennis went to work for Peterman Associates, an engineering and
surveying company in Findlay, Ohio. He served his internship with the same company.
He is an instrument man on a survey crei and also works on his father's far ·

Sally Keets, Agricultural Research and Laboratory cience
Sally works for Wil Research Laboratories, Inc. in Ashland, Ohio. She was recently
promoted to an In-life Section Head I. Her new duties "nvolve managing and directing
teratology and toxicology studies conducted at this research contract lab.

Brent R. McCloskey, SWlne Production ana Management
Brent is farming and working full time for his father and brother's business Veg.
Acres Farm and Greenhouses The operation involves 10 greenhouses selling flower
and vegetable bedding plants retail and wholesale. He is also self-employed as·
owner/operator of V.A.F. Livestock Division, a new swine confinement finishing opera-
tion. Current expansion of the business will result in a totally automated hog
finishing facility. The operations are located just across the Ohio-Pensylvan"a line
in Northwestern Pa.

Harry C. McWilliams, Dairy Cattle Production and 1anagement
In March, 1984, Harry received his B.S. degree in Ag. Mechanization and Systems from
the OSU Columbus campus. He is working on a dairy farm and is a self-employed land-
scaper.

Marty Overholt, Beef/Sheep Production and Management
In March, Marty became mamager of Lyn-Lee Farms in State College, Pennsylvania. The
farm is diversified and includes bee, sheep swine and cash crop operations with
a feed lot and hog finishing facilities. He was married to Sandy Brant in May, 1984.
Sandy is very involved with the swine operation on Lyn-Lee Farm.

Brenda Schult, Agricultural Research and Laboratory Scie1ce
Brenda is working toward her B.S. degree in Agrono y at Purdue University. Under the
cooperative education program, she is also work eng for Asgrow Seeds in corn hybrid
research in Oxford, Indiana.

Robert L. Winterhoff, Beef Production and Mana ment
Diane C. Pushwal Winterhoff, Floral Design and Marketing
Robert and Diane were married in March, 1983. Robert works on his family' three
farms (Ground hog Hill Farms) and raises registered Back Angus cattle. Diane works
at London Florists in London, Ohio and is chariperson of the Clark County Fair1s
Garden Club and Flower Show. They live in South Vienna, Ohio.

CLASS OF 1983

Christine Benson, Dairy Cattle Production and 1anagement
Chris is working on a dairy farm in Ashland, Ohio. She will marry Clyde Wessel, a
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1984 Dairy graduate, in September. They are farming in Carrollton, Ohio and plan to
be milking by October, 1984.

Ken (Otis) Coleman, Agricultural Mechanics
Ken vlorks at Beeler Farms. The farm involves a 600 to 900 feeder to finish hog
operation, 30 steers, 800+ acres of crops and 85 milking Holsteins. Ken lives in
Hamilton, Ohio.

Joanne Ebert, Nursery Management
Joanne is working on her B.S. degree in Horticulture and Ag. Education at Penn. State.
She is working this summer at Zunich1s Nursery/Garden Center in Greensburg, Pa.

Michael W. Cane, Dairy Cattle Production and Management
In June, Michael left Ohio Embryo Transfer, Inc. to join Paradise Valley Farms, Inc.
in Louisville, Ohio as an assistant herdsman. The operation is currently milking
200 registered Holsteins three times per day and farms 650 acres.

Matt Krower, Dairy Cattle Production and Management
Bryan Schmucker, Agricultural Mechanics
Matt and Bryan are partners in R~H. Farms, Inc. in Sandusky. They are milking 200
registered Holsteins and farming 700 acres.

Mark K Steiner, Forest Products
Mark is currently working for Riceland Cabinet of Orrville, Ohio. He travels much
of Northern and Central Ohio and parts of Pennsylvania installing cabinets and dOlng
remodeling. He says he really enjoys his work.

Nancy Zimmerman, Floral Design and Marketing
Mancy is working at Philway Products, Inc. in Ashland where she is a silk screen
maker. She also runs a small floral shop out of her home.

CLASS OF 1984

Nancy J. Allen, Food Marketing
ancy is in orne, Alaska he sh old d edge fo th Alas a Gol
Company. This is the second summer she has worked in Alaska and she is the first
woman to work on a dredge. She is an oiler and her responsiblities include greasing
motors and bearings, and repair and maintenance of the 3600 ton dredge. This fall,
Nancy plans to attend OSU, Columbus to take additional classes in food marketing.
Her goal is to move to the west. coast and work in advertising in the food industry.

NO CLASS DATE INDICATED

Manette Ann Bare .
Manette married Kerry Holton of the Holton Brothers Dairy in Tonganoxie, Kansas
in March, 1984.

Floyd Catchpole, Greenhouse Production and Management
Floyd is the president of Catchpole1s Greenhouse, Inc. He started the business in
1983. It is a 4,320 square foot retail-wholesale greenhouse in Springfield, 11.
He produces a large variety of house plants and seasonal crops.
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RECOMMEND A PROSPECTIVE ATI STUDENT
Recommend a high school junior or senior wh0 might be interested in ATl and we will
mail him or her a ,packet of information on Institute programs and admissions.

Your Name---------------------------------

Recommended Student Gr'adua t i on Yea r

Address----------------------------------
City/State/Zip _

High School Vocational S~hool _

Area(s) of Technical Interest

Return to: Agricultural Technical Institute, Wooster, Ohio 44691
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ALUMNI UPDATE INFORMATION (marriages, births, new jobs, promotions, honors, etc.)

Your Name----------------- Technology-----------"--
Address Graduation Year

City/Sta te/Z i p _ Check if New Address

Information for "ATI Afield ll Alumni Update Section:

Return to: Alumni Assoc. Agricultural Technical Institute, Wooster, Ohio 44691


