
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohio State ATI Commencement set for June 11 


(Wooster, Ohio) June 28, 2005 – The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute will 

confer 211 degrees and certificates at its 32nd commencement exercises on Saturday, June 11 at 

11 a.m. at Fisher Auditorium. 

Sharon J. Washington is a 1982 graduate of The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical 

Institute, where she earned an Associate of Applied Science degree in horse production and 

management. Since 2003, she has served as provost and vice president of academic affairs of 

Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga. 

Spelman is ranked among the top 75 best liberal arts colleges for undergraduates by U.S. News & 

World Report, 2005 edition. For the second year in a row, Spelman remains the only historically 

Black college and university ranked in the top tier. 

Prior to Spelman, Dr. Washington was a visiting scholar with the Office of the President at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and served on the education faculty of Springfield College 

in Springfield, Ma. She began her university teaching career in the School of Exercise, Leisure 

and Sport at Kent State University. 

Dr. Washington is widely published in the area of social justice and diversity education, and has 

been actively involved in enhancing social equity for over 20 years through her teaching in 

higher education and community involvement.  She has spoken internationally and nationally at 

conferences, universities, schools and non-profit organizations to bring awareness to the topic of 
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social justice. From 1997 to 2004, she was a consultant and director of the Social Justice Institute 

for the National Conference on Race and Ethnicity in Higher Education. 

Dr. Washington is the co-founder of the Joyful Noise Gospel Choir, an inter-racial, multi-faith 

choir, and served as director from 1999-2003. She toured for more than 12 years with her sister, 

singing an eclectic blend of music styles ranging from ballads and blues to jazz and gospel. The 

Washington Sisters performed at numerous music festivals, concert halls, coffeehouses and on 

more than 30 college and university campuses, and released two recordings.  Sharon currently 

serves on the board of directors for the Institute of Musical Arts. 

In addition to her degree from Ohio State ATI, Dr. Washington holds a B.S. and a Ph.D. in 

education from The Ohio State University and an M.A. in recreation and park administration 

from Central Michigan University. 

Ohio State ATI, located in Wooster, Ohio, is ranked number one in the nation in the awarding of 

associate degrees in agriculture and related sciences. It is an associate degree-granting program 

within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State 

University. Students participate in a curriculum that includes general and basic studies, hands-

on experience and a paid industry internship. Ohio State ATI is the largest institution of its kind 

in the U.S., enrolling approximately 800 students and offering 29 programs of study. Ohio State 

ATI maintains a 99 percent job placement rate for all graduates within four months of 

graduation. 
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