
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ohio State ATI Commencement set for June 10 


(Wooster, Ohio) June 6, 2006 – The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute will 

confer degrees and certificates to 146 graduates at its 33rd commencement exercises on Saturday, 

June 10 at 11 a.m. at Fisher Auditorium. 

This year’s commencement speaker is Eric J. von Hofen, a 1992 graduate in turfgrass 

management from Ohio State ATI. He is director of golf course grounds and maintenance at the  

Doral Golf Resort and Spa in Miami, Fla. He oversees maintenance operations for five golf 

courses and the grounds of the 692-room resort, managing a staff of 96 and organizing golf for 

more than 750 members and 150,000 annual resort rounds. 

At the age of 13, von Hofen had already begun a career in golf, selling used golf balls he gleaned 

from the Emerald Valley Golf Course, which was within walking distance of his Lorain, Ohio 

home. His business was abruptly shut down, however, when he was caught by the course owner, 

who, once he had calmed down, offered the entrepreneurial young man a position on the 

maintenance staff rather than handing him over to the police. 

While at ATI, von Hofen interned at Muirfield Village Golf Club (which was designed by fellow 

Buckeye Jack Nicklaus)  in Dublin, Ohio, and following graduation, took a position at the PGA 

National Course in Palm Beach, Fla. 

In the ten years between his first stint at Doral from 1993 to 1995 as superintendent of the Blue, 

White and Green course, and his return to  the resort in 2003, von Hofen amassed an impressive 

array of experiences at courses such as PGA West in La Quinta, Calif., where he served as 
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director of golf course maintenance for the private courses; Sailfish Point Golf Club in Stuart, 

Fla., and Calusa Pines Golf Course in Naples., Fla., where, as director of agronomy, he oversaw 

the construction of the course and designed the landscape, earning the course the rank of #6 in 

Golf Digest’s 2003 list of best new private clubs in America. 

Along the way, von Hofen has been interviewed by NBC Sports and The Golf Channel and has 

managed 13 nationally-televised events to date. He has consulted on projects in San Jose, Costa 

Rica; Rhodes, Greece; and the Hard Rock Café in Hollywood. He has taught agronomy classes in 

Bogotá, Colombia, and has been quoted in and written articles for the Golf Course 

Superintendent Association of America, Superintendent News, Sports Illustrated, Palm Beach 

Post, The Miami Herald, and Golf Week. 

Eric von Hofen has two younger brothers, Nicholas and Kurt, who followed in his footsteps, 

working first at Emerald Valley Golf Course and interning at Muirfield before earning turfgrass 

management degrees from Ohio State ATI (Nicholas in 1999 and Kurt in 2002). Nicholas is now 

the superintendent at the Ritz-Carlton Members Club in Sarasota, Fla., and Kurt is assistant 

superintendent at the Bear’s Club, also a Jack Nicklaus course, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Ohio State ATI, located in Wooster, Ohio, is ranked number one in the nation in the awarding of 

associate degrees in agriculture and related sciences. It is an associate degree-granting program 

within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State 

University. Students participate in a curriculum that includes general and basic studies, hands-

on experience and a paid industry internship. Ohio State ATI is the largest institution of its kind 

in the U.S., enrolling approximately 800 students and offering 29 programs of study. Ohio State 

ATI maintains a 99 percent job placement rate for all graduates within four months of 

graduation. 
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