
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohio State ATI Commencement set for June 7
 
Local graduate to give student address 

(Wooster, Ohio) May 30, 2008 – The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute will 

confer degrees and certificates to 150 graduates at its 35th commencement exercises on Saturday, 

June 7 at 11 a.m. at Fisher Auditorium. 

This year’s commencement speaker is Today’s commencement speaker is Randy Ullom, 

winemaster and chief operating officer at Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates and a graduate of The 

Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute. 

Ullom, a native of Michigan, began his college career studying mining engineering. A skiing trip 

to Chile turned into a three-year sojourn. Ullom fell in love with Chilean food and wine, and 

after learning to tend grapes and make wine in the Old World manner, he returned to the U.S, 

where he enrolled at Ohio State ATI and earned an associate of applied science degree in crop 

production, with a specialization in viticulture and enology, in 1975. 

After graduation, Ullom worked as a vineyard manager and winemaker in Ohio and upstate 

New York, before moving to California to work at DeLoach Vineyards in Sonoma County. He 

was promoted to Winemaker and Vice President in 1991. The wines produced during his tenure 

were consistent gold medal winners at wine competitions. 

Hired by Jess Jackson in 1993 as Winemaker for some of its smaller and international vineyards, 

Randy was handed his most prestigious assignment in 1997 – Winemaster for Kendall-Jackson 

Wine Estates. This has been followed recently, fall of 2006, by the additional appointment of 
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Ullom to Chief Operating Officer of Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates. He oversees the harvest of 

12,000 acres of vineyards that produce more than 24 million bottles of wine per year. 

Ullom returned to campus in February 2007 as keynote speaker for the 35th annual Ohio Wine 

and Grape Conference, where he spoke on the making and tasting of Chardonnays. 

The student address will be given by Steven Haba, of Broadview Heights, the recipient of the 

Director’s Award for 2008, which recognizes Ohio State ATI’s most outstanding student. Haba 

graduated in December 2007 with an Associate of Science degree in horticultural science. 

Haba achieved Director’s List status in each of his academic quarters at ATI and graduated with 

honors. He was the recipient of numerous  scholarships, including the William J. Skou 

Scholarship, the Garden Club of Ohio Scholarship, the Herb Guild Scholarship, the Ohio 

Landscape Association Scholarship, the Katherine M. Grooscup Scholarship, and the Ohio 

Association of Garden Clubs Scholarship. 

While at ATI, Haba was employed at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, 

where he worked as a laboratory aid and assisted in research plot management; data collection; 

sample preparation; entry and summarization; laboratory maintenance; vegetable grading; and 

the development of educational products. 

He served as a volunteer member of ATI’s conservatory crew and was responsible for cleaning, 

pruning, transplanting, irrigation, and quality control of conservatory plant material. Haba also 

volunteered with the Ohio Reads program at Lincolnway Elementary and at a rehabilitation 

facility for the elderly in his hometown of Broadview Heights. 

Haba is currently enrolled in a bachelor’s degree program on the Columbus campus, where he is 



 

 

 

majoring in crop science and minoring in zoology. 

Ohio State ATI, located in Wooster, Ohio, is ranked number one in the nation in the awarding of 

associate degrees in agriculture and related sciences. It is an associate degree-granting program 

within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State 

University. Students participate in a curriculum that includes general and basic studies, hands-

on experience and a paid industry internship. Ohio State ATI is the largest institution of its kind 

in the U.S., enrolling approximately 800 students and offering 29 programs of study. Ohio State 

ATI maintains a 99 percent job placement rate for all graduates within four months of 

graduation. 
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