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Ohio State ATI Commencement set for June 12 


(Wooster, Ohio) June 8, 2010 – The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute will 

confer 138 degrees and certificates to graduates at its 37th commencement exercises on Saturday, 

June 12 at 11 a.m. at Fisher Auditorium. 

This year’s commencement speaker is Shirley Brooks-Jones, assistant to the vice president 

emeritus of the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences. 

A native of Vinton County, Ohio, Shirley Brooks-Jones was an Ohio State University staff 

member for nearly 35 years. Her responsibilities were primarily administrative, including 

promotion and tenure, budget, long-range planning, fundraising and faculty, staff and student 

recruitment. In addition to interacting with local, state and federal entities, she was also involved 

with Ohio State programs in India, Brazil, Somalia, Uganda, Poland, Colombia, Costa Rica and 

the Dominican Republic. 

Following her retirement, a good deal of Shirley’s time has been devoted to volunteer activities. 

Her short-term volunteer efforts have included work with Ohio Special Olympics, Ohio 
-more-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheelchair Games, March of Dimes and the American Red Cross. She has stayed connected to 

agriculture and her alma mater through involvement with the OSU�Wetlands Research 

Advisory Committee, the Chadwick Arboretum Board of Trustees, Friends of Franklin County 

Extension, the OSU�Agricultural Development Board, and the Agricultural Engineering 

Alumni-Industry Advisory Group. 

In addition, she has served as delegation leader for numerous international exchanges to dozens 

of countries on six continents. She currently serves as a member of the board of directors of 

People to People International, a not-for-profit organization devoted to fostering friendship and 

understanding on the international level. 

Shirley was returning from a People to People board meeting in Denmark on Sept. 11, 2001, 

when her flight was one of more than 250 that were diverted to Canada when U.S. airspace was 

closed following the terrorist attacks. Thirty-eight of those flights landed at Gander International 

Airport in Newfoundland, and the small town of Lewisporte, with a population of less than 

4,000, took in more than 800 stranded travelers. In gratitude for the hospitality afforded her and 

her flight companions, Shirley rallied others to join her in establishing an endowed scholarship 

fund to benefit students from Lewisporte.  

The scholarship fund has grown to nearly $1 million. Shirley has been back to Lewisporte 17 

times on visits and to present scholarships, which so far number 111. One of the first recipients of 

the scholarship, given in 2002, is now in her second year of medical school. 

Shirley has been recognized for her work, both professional and volunteer, at the local, national 

and international levels. The most recent addition to her long list of awards and honors is the 

Order of Newfoundland and Labrador, the highest honor in the province. 



 

 

 
 

Ohio State ATI, located in Wooster, Ohio, is ranked number one in the nation in the awarding of 

associate degrees in agriculture and related sciences. It is an associate degree-granting program 

within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State 

University. Students participate in a curriculum that includes general and basic studies, hands-

on experience and a paid industry internship. Ohio State ATI is the largest institution of its kind 

in the U.S., enrolling approximately 800 students and offering 29 programs of study. Ohio State 

ATI maintains a 99 percent job placement rate for all graduates within four months of 

graduation. 
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