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Notes from the Project Director 
 

The Title III staff members are pleased to add Dr. Bethany 
Simunich to our project as the Instructional Development 
Specialist. Bethany brings with her several years of 
experience in teaching and using technology, and a deep 
understanding of the use and potential of Carmen®. She 
also possesses warmth and enthusiasm that make her 
approachable and attentive to faculty concerns. She has 
already addressed a number of concerns for faculty and has 
accepted the challenge of some ongoing projects. 
 
As you prepare your courses and your Technology 
Improvement Grant proposals, we are confident you will 
find Bethany most helpful. She can be reached at extension  
7-1200. 
 

From Dr. Bethany Simunich, Instructional 
Development Specialist 
 

As your new Instructional Development Specialist for Title 
III, I truly look forward to supporting all of you in making 
effective use of technology in the classroom.  I recently 
graduated with my Ph.D. in Communication from The Ohio 
State University.  While earning my degree, I taught 
undergraduate courses for four years, and worked for over 
two years for TELR – Technology Enhanced Learning and 
Research, in the areas of Carmen® support and eLearning. 
 “ eLearning” is a broad term that essentially means 
effective teaching and learning enabled by technology 
whether it’s in a brick and mortar classroom, in an online 
course, or in a virtual world.  When I began working for 
TELR, although I had been teaching for several years, I did 
not know how best to incorporate Carmen® into my 
classes; I also did not know how to use many of the 
advanced functions that Carmen® offers.  I was hired at 
TELR, however, to assist in  
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Training Schedule for 
January held in HH 200 
Friday, January 16 
Carmen User’s Group - Time for 

open Q & A, plus special tip or 
topic 1/16/09 topic is making 
your Carmen course student-
friendly.  12:00-1:00.  
 

Wednesday, January 21 
Communication -Topics include 

News, Discussion, Dropbox, 
Calendar; E-Mail, Managing 
Files. 1:00-2:30. 
 

Friday, January 23   
Quizzes & Surveys -Topics  

include creating questions, 
security issues, release options, 
creating a new quiz/survey, 
grading quizzes, possible uses of 
surveys (e.g., midterm course 
evaluation)  9:00 – 10:30. 
 

Tuesday, January 27 
Gradebook - Setup, views, 
exporting to spreadsheet, 
transferring grades to Registrar 
3:00-4:30. 
 

 Tuesday January 30 

Introduction to using Wikis and 
Blogs in Education - What are 
Wikis and Blogs? How can they 
be used to supplement my 
course?  If there is interest, I 
will walk through a brief set-up 
procedure, with a follow-up 
workshop on detailed set-up 
and management/editing, etc.  
1:00 – 2:30. 
 

Friday, January 30 Carmen 
User’s Group - Special topic: 

using the Groups tool. Topic: 
Using Groups tool 12:00-1:00. 

writing the online help files for instructors, working from 
the perspective of a classroom instructor. I learned 
Carmen® from the "inside out"; working to understand 
each tool, and then learning how different instructors used 
Carmen® effectively in the classroom. This process gave me 
a unique perspective that might differ from other 
individuals who work for a "technology" department 
because I approach Carmen® from a teaching, not 
technological, perspective. Further, I can likely relate to any 
fears or hesitancy you might have about learning new 
technology and also thinking about how this technology 
might influence your teaching and your students.  
 
My personal philosophy is that eLearning decisions, like 
pedagogical ones, are highly individual, and each faculty 
member can make the best choice about his or her goals; 
my job is to help you reach those goals.  Perhaps you know 
what you want to do, but don’t know exactly how to do it, 
such as what piece of technology might help you reach 
your goal.  No problem! Together, we can figure out how to 
get you, and your students, where you want to be. I do 
have extensive experience with Carmen®, including 
teaching Carmen® workshops, writing the online help files, 
and creating the online “Show Me” movies.   
 
I’m thrilled to be here to provide support for your use of 
Carmen® and other technologies. I have a series of 
workshops to introduce many of you to some of Carmen’s® 
advanced features. I’m also here to support the effective 
use of current and emerging instructional technologies, 
including hardware or software that you would like to learn 
about that you believe would be an asset to your teaching.  
My planned workshops are listed in this newsletter.  I 
always welcome additional suggestions for workshops that 
will meet your needs. 
 
You are welcome to stop by my office in Skou 203, email 
me at Simunich.1@osu.edu or call me at extension 7-1200. 
I look forward to working with all of you. 
 
“The number one benefit of information technology is that 
it empowers people to do what they want to do. It lets 
people be creative. It lets people be productive. It lets 
people learn things they didn't think they could learn 
before, and so in a sense it is all about potential.” 
Steve Ballmer 
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Future Training  
Using PowerPoint® Effectively:  
PowerPoint® is a great way to help 
engage your students and 
communicate information 
effectively.  It allows you to 
accommodate both visual and 
auditory learning styles, and can be 
especially helpful in explaining 
abstract concepts or more visual 

processes.  PowerPoint® is a 
convenient, powerful tool that 
allows maximum flexibility and 
creativity in teaching ideas and 
concepts.  Come to this workshop 
to learn how to get the maximum 

benefit from PowerPoint® while 
avoiding the trap of making your 
presentations ineffective or boring.  
 

Getting to Know Carmen® for 
New Users: Want to find out what 

Carmen® is all about? Come to this 
workshop for new users only – no 
experience required! We’ll discuss 

some basic functions of Carmen® 
and how it can help save you time 
and communicate effectively with 
your students.  You’ll receive 
instructions on how to accomplish 
basic tasks, as well as general 

knowledge of Carmen® tools.   
 

Teaching Hybrid or Online 
Classes… what’s it all about? In 
this workshop, we’ll discuss the 
differences among Enhanced, 
Hybrid and Online courses, as well 
as the pros and cons of online 
teaching.  This will be a general 
orientation to online teaching, 
including how to build an online 
community with students.  

 
 

 
 

 
TIG Proposals 
Title III has offered Technology Improvement Grants for the 
past three years and is pleased to offer this opportunity to 
faculty again in 2009.  Proposals are due to Debra January 
30.  Applications have been distributed by hard copy and 
again by e-mail, and we still have some hard copies if 
needed.   
 
Technology Improvement Grants have been used for 
software, hardware, and for items specific to your 
instructional technology needs.  Faculty are offering hands-
on experience to students because of instrumentation 
purchased through TIGs.  This is an opportunity for you to 
acquire teaching tools for your classroom or lab; thing you 
can’t get through other funds.  Bethany is available to help 
identify appropriate software, hardware, or equipment. 
 

Technology Tip 
  
Don’t be tied down to your mouse! Each classroom Targus 
Wireless Multimedia Presenter® with trackball allows you 
the functionality of a trackball mouse from up to 50 feet 
away from your computer.  You can also wirelessly control 
your PowerPoint or multi-media presentations with this 
one simple device, which also has a built-in laser pointer. 
With the USB wireless receiver installed on the classroom 
computers, you now have the freedom to move around 
your classroom and interact with your students. The 
Multimedia Presenter comes with two AAA batteries, and 
strongly encourage you to lock this device in the computer 
cart after usage to keep it and the batteries safe.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


