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College News and Events
The Dean Comments

Interim Dean John A.E. Hubbell

Greetings,
As I write this note in the middle of
June, the College and university have
just completed another academic year.
One hundred thirty four veterinary
graduates were hooded in Mershon
Auditorium and then received their
diplomas during the first Sunday
graduation in Ohio Stadium. Six
graduates from previous years who
were recognized by the faculty with
the honor Distinguished Alumnus are
profiled in this issue of our magazine.
During graduation weekend, I had the
opportunity to hear each of them reflect
on their time at Ohio State and their
careers. I was inspired by their personal
recollections. They reaffirmed my pride
in being a veterinarian and a Buckeye.

I serve as interim dean of your College
with a great sense of personal honor at
being given this opportunity. One of
the responsibilities of the position is to
personalize the College for visitors and
potential friends. In doing so, I have
asked myself what our College is about.
Clearly we are in the knowledge
business. Our goal is to "broaden"
the pool of knowledge through the
education of veterinarians and scientists
and "deepen" the pool of knowledge
through research. We seek answers for
animals but our responsibility doesn't
end there. We also seek health for
humanity through public health, food
safety, and the responsible use of animal
models of disease.
I know that many of you have visited
the campus and marveled at our new
Veterinary Medicine Academic Building.
The building is a great gift from our
friends and the State of Ohio. We have
a number of renovation projects in the
planning stages that will increase our
capacity for scientific investigations. Our
biggest priority for the next five years is
to secure funding for the design and
completion of a renovation and addition
to our Veterinary Teaching Hospital. As
you know, our current hospital opened
over 30 years ago in 1973. The building
proved to be a durable investment, but
its design and functionality no longer
support the practice and teaching of
modern veterinary medicine. Just think
of the number of veterinary specialties
that have been developed and the "new"
technologies like ultrasound and
endoscopy that have evolved since
the hospital opened!
Currently, the quality of our spaces in
the hospital doesn't match the quality
of our program. To better define our

needs, we have engaged a national firm
to analyze the functionality of the
current hospital and to try to anticipate
our needs for the next 10 to 20 years.
This "Hospital Feasibility Study" will
assess our current practices and
determine our space requirements in
order to ensure that we can continue
to deliver excellence in patient care and
veterinary education into the future.
The report, which is due in January
2005, will form the basis of our capital
request for the 2006-2007 state budget.
I am confident that we have a strong
case, but we will need a combination
of State of Ohio, College of Veterinary
Medicine, and private support to fulfill
this need. Our timing is excellent because
the university is in the preparatory
stages of a new fund-raising campaign
to launch Ohio State into the future.
I hope you enjoy this issue of the
College's alumni magazine.
Thank you for your support.
John A.E. Hubbell, DVM, MS, ACVA
Professor and Interim Dean
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Interim Deans of Research and
Academic Affairs Appointed

JMJ
m

Dr. Kathryn Meurs

Dr. Kathryn Meurs, DVM, PhD,
associate professor in the Department
of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, has been
appointed interim assistant dean for
Academic Affairs effective May 1, 2004.
A faculty member since 1997, Dr. Meurs
has won two clinical teaching awards
from our College and was the Norden
Distinguished Teacher in 2000.
Dr. Lawrence Mathes, professor of
immunology/retrovirology in the
Department of Veterinary Biosciences,
was appointed interim associate dean
for Research, effective May 1, 2004.
A faculty member since 1982, Dr.
Mathes has been director of the OSU
Center for Retrovirus Research for 12
years and the program leader for the
Viral Oncogenesis Program in the
Comprehensive Cancer Center for 17
years. He is the recipient of both the
SmithKline Beacham Award for
Research Excellence (1994) and the
Dean's Teaching Excellence Award
for Graduate Education (2000).

Dr. von Recum Retires from
Office of Research
Dr. Lawrence Mathes

On June 29, 2004, the College's faculty
and administrative staff gathered
together at a reception for Dr. Andreas
F. von Recum as he retired from his
position as associate dean for Research.
Prior to arriving at Ohio State in 1997,
Dr. von Recum served as professor
and head of the Department of Bio
engineering at Clemson University,
where he held the Hunter Endowed
Chair in Bioengineering.
Dr. von Recum will remain on the
College's faculty part time and as
director of the Biomedical Engineering
Center within the Colleges of Engineer
ing and Medicine and Public Health
until June of 2006.

Dr. Andreas von Recum

A true gardener at heart, the College
presented Dr. von Recum with a parting
gift of a beautiful Waterford crystal vase.

Dr. Michael Lairmore

University Distinguished
Scholar Award
OSU President Karen Holbrook
surprised Dr. Michael Lairmore,
professor and chair of the Department
of Veterinary Biosciences, with a visit
to the College to present him with the
University Distinguished Scholar Award.
One of only six recipients for 2004,
this award is given to senior faculty
who have compiled a substantial and
continuing record of excellence in
research and scholarly activity, or junior
faculty who have demonstrated great
potential as researchers and scholars.
Through this program, the university
honors and recognizes those whose
scholarly activities are at the forefront
of their field. The award includes a
research grant of $20,000 and $3,000
honorarium.
Highly regarded by his peers, Dr. Lairmore's
body of work in the study of retroviruses
and his interdisciplinary cancer research
have established him as a preeminent
scholar and leader in his field. He is
uniquely trained in molecular virology
and veterinary pathology, earning
Diplomate status in both the American
College of Veterinary Pathologists and
the American College of Veterinary
Microbiologists. He is not only an
outstanding scientist and researcher, but
also a role model in veterinary and
graduate education.
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Cover Story

Greyhounds and Oncology Advancements
The Race to Save Lives
by Kristine McComis

er eyes sparkle with joy. The
wagging tail communicates no
trace of her former life of crowded runs,
heat exhaustion, and the scrapes, bumps,
and bruises of careening around the
racetrack where only her speed could
keep her alive. Her fate determined
by a stopwatch, she was a disposable
commodity despite years ahead of her.
If it weren't for the Greyhound Rescue
Organization, she would not be here
today. As an OSU blood donor, she
brims with enthusiasm and is ready
and waiting to give life back to others.
So how did she end up a Buckeye?

H

destroyed, into homes where they have
become members of loving families.

History of the Blood Bank
The OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital's
Blood Bank has been in existence for
over two decades. In 1981, the hospital
housed 20 rescued greyhounds and a
colony of cats that were bled on demand.
The animals lived in the hospital for
about three years of service. Whole fresh
blood was collected when needed, and
whole stored blood was prepared in the
last tew years of the initial program.
However, in 1997, Guillermo Couto,
DVM, professor of veterinary clinical
sciences, founded a progressive
Transfusion Medicine Service (TMS).
Instead of an in-house colony of donors,
the blood donors were placed in homes
and periodically came in to be bled.
Thus started a new era in association
with Greyhound Adoption of Ohio,
which facilitated obtaining greyhound
donors.
Greyhounds are raised as racing dogs in
the United States and in Europe, often
kept in close quarters and denied care
when injured. About 10-20,000

Dr. Guillermo Couto and oncology technician
Stacey Gallant examine Alisha, a 13-year-old
who recently lost her leg to bone cancer.

greyhounds are killed every year because,
as they've grown older, their speed
declines and the racetrack no longer has
use for them. This practice has been
curtailed over the years thanks to the
efforts of rescue groups.
Greyhound Adoption of Ohio (GAO)
is a nonprofit organization that has been
dedicated to placing retired racing
greyhounds in loving homes for over
11 years. The organization primarily
rescues greyhounds from states where
racing is popular, such as West Virginia,
Florida, and Kansas. However, they have
gone as far as Wisconsin to retrieve
greyhounds in need of rescue. To date,
they have placed more than 1,000 dogs
that might otherwise have been

Dr. Couto became involved in
Greyhound Rescue 15 years ago when
he adopted his first greyhound. More
recently, Dr. Couto's rescue efforts
turned overseas, where he has been
assisting the SOS Galgos (the Spanish
Greyhound Rescue counterpart located
in Spain), and Scooby Medina, a central
Spain group, with obtaining corporate
sponsorships and providing other goods
they lack. Founded in 2000, SOS Galgos
is responsible for more than 80 rescues
in Catalunya, Spain. Last year, Dr.
Couto flew to Spain and brought two
greyhounds, Bengy and Aro, back with
him to the United States. Bengy was
discovered in May 2003 hanging from a
tree, his legs tied with wire. This act of
hanging dogs is common in Spain, and
animal cruelty laws do little to control
the problem. Greyhounds are used in
Spain for training fighting dogs due to
their natural instinct of running instead
of defending themselves. It is possible
that both Bengy and Aro were used for
this purpose. The dogs arrived in United
States that following July, and both were
adopted into good homes. The new
owners? Dr. Couto and his colleague,
Dr. M. Cristina Iazbik.
Dr. Couto calls greyhounds "the perfect
pet." They are a cross between a dog
and a cat, he commented. "All you need
is a comfortable couch or bed!" An easy
going breed, they adapt well to small
spaces and require little exercise. A few
of the rescued dogs have separation
anxiety and may like to chase cats due
to their racing background. (That can be
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tested before adopting into a family that
owns felines!) The Galgos from Spain
range from 50-55 lbs. and some have
longer hair. The American greyhounds
are about 70-75 lbs. Besides being nice
companions, they make great blood
donors. The greyhounds rescued and
adopted by staff, students, and clients
at OSU's College of Veterinary Medicine
become members of the Veterinary
Hospital's blood bank, thus benefiting
both the canine and human
communities.

makes and bags the blood products,
and keeps track of inventory. She keeps
meticulous records of the blood donors
and has a detailed chart in the office,
tracking their last visit, when they can
be bled again, and which ones are uni
versal blood donors versus plasma-only
donors. She answers calls and questions,
and trains Columbus State veterinary
technician students rotating through
the hospital. She is foster-parenting the
aforementioned SOS Galgos rescue,
"Aro," who has separation anxiety and
cannot stay home alone. Therefore, he
comes into work with her every day.
She also has a beagle and a cat who is
a blood donor.

Why Greyhounds?
Greyhounds are a very gentle breedan important characteristic to make the
blood donation process easier for both
the patient and the veterinarian or
technician working with the animal.
Their large veins are easily visible
through their naturally thin skin.
A high number of greyhounds are
universal blood donors- their blood
could be compared to the O-negative
in humans. In addition, since 8,000 
12,000 are disposed of every year from
racing tracks, plenty of greyhounds are
available.
Greyhounds already adopted through
GAO are evaluated at the OSU Veterinary
Teaching Hospital to determine their
suitability as potential blood donors;
during the past year, this group has
made up the majority of our blood
donors. Finally, both greyhounds and
non-greyhounds owned by students,
faculty, and staff also participate in the
program. Currently, 41 privately owned
dogs and seven fostered greyhounds are
enrolled in the program.
The hospital's source of feline blood
donors consists of "retired" research
cats, "Good Samaritan" cats, and cats
owned by faculty, staff, and students.
All cats in the program are type A, but
we have access to two cats with type B.
There are currently 14 cats enrolled in
the program, and that donor pool will
likely be increased.

The OSU-TMS collects canine blood
in "quad" (i.e., 4-bag system) bags
and prepares the following products:
Dr. M. Cristina lazbik manages all aspects
of the hospital's blood donor program.

• packed red blood cells (PRBCs)
• fresh frozen plasma (FFP)

Daily Operations

• frozen plasma (FP)

An operation like this requires a
dedicated, organized administrator, and
Dr. M. Cristina lazbik, clinical associate,
keeps the program running smoothly.
Dr. lazbik has been involved with the
blood donor program on one level or
another for years. She received her
veterinary degree in 1989 from the
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina,
and worked in the field of clinical
pathology. In 1996, she came to Ohio
State as a visiting scholar for training
in the hospital's clinical labs, studying
clinical pathology and cytology. She
returned later that same year for train
ing in the initial blood bank. Dr. lazbik
moved to the United States in 2000
and accepted a job as a medical lab
technician in the Veterinary Hospital's
hematology lab, but always kept in touch
with the blood bank, either assisting or
volunteering in some capacity. In 2003,
her current position opened, and she
now works full time for the newly
vamped TMS.

• cryoprecipitate

Dr. lazbik handles all aspects of the
service's daily routine. She calls in
donors to be bled, collects the blood,

• whole fresh blood available on demand
The blood bank collects feline blood in
a semi-closed system that allows them
to prepare PRBCs and FFP. One unit
of canine blood (500 ml) typically
produces two units of PRBCs and two
units of FFP; one unit of feline blood
typically produces one unit of PRBCs
and one of FFP. After one year, the FFP
loses factor V and VIII activities, and
becomes FP. Frozen plasma is
biologically active for four years.
Packed red blood cells are the most
commonly used product and are utilized
primarily in dogs and cats with anemia
due to hemolysis, trauma, bone marrow
disease, or chronic renal failure. FFP is
a good source of clotting factors and
albumin, so it is used primarily for
coagulopathies (e.g., rodenticide toxicity,
hemophilia, DIC) and for patients with
hypoalbuminemia due to kidney, liver,
or intestinal disease. Because factors V
and VIII are not vitamin K-dependent,
FP (i.e., "outdated" FFP) is primarily
used for dogs with rodenticide toxicity
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and dogs and cats with hypoalbumine
mia. CRYO concentrates factors VIII
and von Willebrand's factors, so it is
primarily used for dogs with hemophilia
A and dogs with von Willebrand's
disease. The Cryo-poor plasma can
still be utilized as an excellent source
ot albumin and vitamin K-dependent
clotting factors. With these mini-units
of product, waste is reduced and when
transfusing a patient, they can be given
only what they need.
The donation process is simple 
drawing from a jugular vein in the
greyhound, it only takes about 10
minutes. Dr. Iazbik commented, "Few
need sedation, and some dogs even wag
their tail when donating." The dog must
be 50 lbs. or heavier to donate, and most
are given something to eat afterwards or
are given a bag of fluids. Their blood
pressure is checked, and then they are
released to go home. Cats are bled
under anesthesia, but the procedure
only takes 5-10 minutes.

Benefits
The rescue associations were a bit leery
at first at the thought of rescuing
greyhounds to become blood donors.
But it didn't take them long to learn
this is a great deal. First of all, the
greyhounds get free physical exams.
Bloodwork is done to test them for
infectious diseases, heartworms, etc.
Once accepted to the program, the
benefits continue. Thanks to corporate
sponsors, the greyhounds get tree
IAMS dog food and free Heartgard,
(heartworm preventative). They get
free wellness checks every year. In
addition, the dogs are only bled four to
six times a year. Due to better tracking
and detailed documentation, we no
longer need "donors on demand" and
do not have to scramble and place
emergency calls on a Saturday evening
for blood. There is plenty in storage for
what is needed. It is a win-win situation.
Dr Couto emphasized the altruistic
gesture: "We've rescued the greyhounds
from jaws of death and now they are
saving countless lives of other dogs."

The Transfusion Medicine Service
program continues to grow by leaps
and bounds and is getting regional and
national attention. Local veterinary
practices have started purchasing blood
products from Ohio State, and there's
been an increase of 50 percent in sales
demand over the past year. The service
stores camelid blood and may venture
into bovine and equine blood storage
as well. One of their goals is to become
a regional blood bank. The blood bank
web site has been launched and the
Greyhound Wellness Clinic is being
established this summer. For an educa
tional directive, Dr. Couto is a founding
member of a group called "Veterinarians
for Greyhounds," which will meet for
the first time in Florida this summer.
Approximately 70 members are getting
together for rescue efforts and to
disseminate important information
about the breed. Dr. Couto explained,
"Greyhounds have some unique physical
characteristics, and sometimes lab results
stump veterinarians. For example,
reference levels are often 'off the chart,'
but that is normal for a greyhound."
He added, "In the greyhound circles,
we are considered experts!"
OSU blood donors Annabelle, Aristotle,
Gracie, Midnight, Ranger Rick, Tanner,
Doug Bug, and Ruben certainly would
agree. See www.vet.ohio state.edu/docs/
bloodbank/index.html to learn more
about this impressive program.

Oncology Advancements
The greyhounds and blood donor cats
come to the aid of many cancer patients
by donating healthy blood for transfu
sions. Yet the blood bank is not the only
resource in existence that is looking out
for the well-being of oncology patients.
Behind the scenes, faculty conduct
exciting research in order to understand
the disease and how best to treat it.
Dr. Laura Rush started her career in the
medical field as a registered nurse, and
tor 10 years cared mainly for oncology
patients. She saw many leukemia
patients come and go during this time,
which inspired her next career move.

Always wanting to become a veterinari
an, Dr. Rush returned to school at NC
State, graduating with a DVM degree in
1997. Due to her interest in pathology
and her background as an oncology
nurse, she pursued a PhD/pathology
residency program at Ohio State. She
received a PhD degree in human cancer
genetics and became board certified in
veterinary pathology. In 2003, Dr. Rush
began her faculty position of assistant
professor in the College's Department
of Veterinary Biosciences.
Dr. Rush's research interests include
cancer genetics, comparative genetics,
and molecular pathogenesis of human
and animal tumors. Funded by an
NIH grant, Dr. Rush is studying DNA
methylation and other epigenetic changes
in human acute myeloid leukemia.
Dr. Rush explained, "Most of the time
when you think about cancer, you think
about a mutation in a gene or that part
of a gene is missing. With methylation,
the sequence of DNA is still the same,
but methyl groups attach onto the DNA,
which shuts down the transcription of
that gene. We are trying to find genes
that are disregulated by this process, and
then when we identify them, we will
find out if they are really important."
The study's overall hypothesis is that
DNA methylation plays an important
role in the onset of leukemia by inacti
vating genes necessary for normal
growth, differentiation, and apoptosis.
The goals are to determine the extent
of aberrant methylation in human acute
myeloid leukemia (AML) and to identify
methylation targets that may play a role
in the development of the disease. These
same techniques are being applied to
study methylation in canine lymphoma
and mammary cancer in dogs. Dr. Rush's
laboratory works closely with scientists in
the OSU Comprehensive Cancer Center,
of which she is also a member.
It is important for those in science and
those in clinical work to join forces.
Dr. Rush initiated the formation of the
Comparative Oncology Program, a group
comprised of faculty, staff, and students
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collected from their animals at the time
of surgery or physical examination.
Tissues from healthy animals will also
be collected in order to obtain a set of
normal controls. Samples from the
tumor collection will be made available
to researchers studying various aspects
of tumor biology, such as genetic
abnormalities or novel biomarkers.

Dr. Laura Rush, assistant professor of veterinary biosciences, initiated the formation of the
College's Comparative Oncology Program

from all College of Veterinary Medicine
departments with an interest in cancer.
The group's mission is "to improve the
care and treatment of veterinary
oncology patients by interdisciplinary
collaborative investigation within the
College of Veterinary Medicine, the OSU
biomedical community, and nationwide"
(ONKOS #1, May 15, 2004). Members
of the group fit into basically four areas
of interest: Diagnostics and Imaging,
Experimental Therapeutics, Infectious
Agents and Immunology, Molecular
Biology and Cancer Genetics.
Program members meet every other
Friday afternoon. Generally, a program
member will give a 20-minute presenta
tion reviewing his or her research inter
ests, clinical trials, and special projects.
The rest of the agenda varies, but
discussions lead to members discovering
resources and opportunities for collabo
rative research that they never would
have discovered without this assembly.
For example, a veterinary hospital
clinician may see a patient with a certain
type of tumor that a biosciences
researcher is studying. The clinician can
notify the researcher and gather cells
that would be pertinent for his
investigation.
For even more insight and educational
opportunity, the group also hosted a

variety of outside speakers in the field.
Guests included Elizabeth McNiel from
the University of Minnesota who
presented a seminar, "Canine Models
for Genetic Susceptibility to Cancer,"
and Dr. Tim Huang from the Division
ot Human Cancer Genetics speaking
on "The Nuts and Bolts of Epigenome
Analysis." Dr. Rush encourages everyone
to attend the meetings and join the
"Buckeye Tumor Busters," an informal
nickname for the group coined by
Dr. Steve Birchard. The group also has
created the newsletter ONKOS which
is e-mailed to everyone in the college.
By achieving a better understanding of
the pathogenesis of cancer in all species,
this could ultimately lead to new and
optimized therapies and improved
quality of life for veterinary patients
and, ultimately, human patients.

Resources for Research
Currently under development, the
oncology group is looking forward to
the arrival of a "Biospecimen Repository
for Cancer," which will greatly boost the
research program. Also referred to as
a "tumor bank," the repository is being
organized by Drs. Laura Rush, Maxey
Wellman, and Kate Hayes. Clients bring
ing their pets to the Veterinary Teaching
Hospital will be asked permission to
allow samples of tumor tissue to be

Once the repository is fully functional,
OSU investigators outside the College
of Veterinary Medicine will be granted
access. A dedicated repository technician
will work with the clinicians and surgeons
to coordinate collection of biological
material, including benign and malig
nant tumors, blood samples, and buccal
swabs. With plenty of DNA, RNA, and
frozen tissue available for large-scale
oncology studies, the ability to obtain
outside funding for oncology projects
will greatly increase. At its onset, the
collection will focus on small animal
patients, but in time, samples may
include equine and large animal speci
mens. The Biospecimen Repository will
be housed in the Veterinary Teaching
Hospital and is funded in part by the
Comprehensive Cancer Center. The
organizers are currently purchasing
equipment, choosing a database system,
and establishing protocols. The "tumor
bank" should be operational by the
end of 2004.
The words "cancer" and "optimism"
rarely accompany each other in most
people's minds. However, with the new
discoveries and technological progress
made by the College of Veterinary
Medicine's oncology program every
day, there are many reasons to smile
and wag tails.
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Emeritus Professor Interview:
Dr. Sharron Martin
by Amy Back, VME II

Dr. Martin developed an interest in
avian medicine as well as dermatology.
"Dermatology is like a mystery with
many clues that must be pieced
together to find a solution," said
Dr. Martin, adding that this is true
of many areas of veterinary medicine.
Since she was the second faculty
member hired in small animal medi
cine, she started out as a generalist in
internal medicine. In addition, Dr.
Martin and her husband, Dr. Charles
Capen, helped to develop veterinary
endocrinology from a few pages in a
textbook to an active discipline in
veterinary medicine. Dr. Martin also
was director of the College's Raptor
Rehabilitation Program, taught in the
Veterinary Teaching Hospital for 36
years, and has been involved in many
professional organizations.
Dr. Sharron Martin on a game
preserve in Botswana

W

hen giving thought to the history
of veterinary medicine practice,
one will find Dr. Sharron Martin,
professor emeritus, quite knowledge
able on the subject. A 1959 graduate
of The Ohio State University College
ot Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Martin
helped pave the way for future women
in veterinary medicine. For three years,
she was the only woman in her class.
She went on to become the first woman
veterinarian hired at OSU as a clinician
and instructor, eventually becoming the
first woman full professor.

Dr. Martin continues to be active in
the veterinary community through
participation on The Speculum
Advisory Committee and previously
served for many years on the College's
Admissions Committee. She was
recently elected vice president of the
Columbus Natural History Society.
Since her retirement from Ohio State,
Dr. Martin now has more time to
pursue her interests in horses, photog
raphy, traveling, reading, and bird
watching. She has been extremely
fortunate to have visited 48 states and
every continent to pursue nature pho
tography and bird watching. Her
favorite trips have been to Antarctica
and Alaska with her husband, where

they photographed wild bears,
penguins, and many other indigenous
animals. In August, Drs. Martin and
Capen will travel to East Africa to
photograph the wildebeest migration
crossing the Mara River and mountain
chimpanzees in their natural habitat.
Just as she was inspired by her
predecessors, Dr. Martin helped open
doors to other women students and
practitioners, and urged them to follow
their passion for veterinary medicine.
Dr. Martin continues to positively
influence those around her.
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Alumni Interview:
Dr. William J. Hadlow
by Brenda Motsco, VME II

English-language veterinary pathology
textbooks is a significant improvement
in academic life as compared to when
he was in training.

quick search of the transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies
(TSE) literature will bring up the name
William Hadlow, DVM. Though his
1959 connection of Kuru and scrapie
in sheep is what Dr. Hadlow is most
widely known for, this 1948 OSU
College of Veterinary Medicine
graduate comments, "That was just a
moment in history." He is also eager
to also talk about other aspects of his
long, distinguished research career that
includes work on bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE) and mink
encephalopathy.

A

After graduating from the veterinary
college, Dr. Hadlow intended to have
a career centered on large animals,
primarily dairy cattle. A few twists
of fate later, after attending graduate
school at the University of Minnesota,
he found himself spending a lifetime
studying the TSEs, both in the U.S. and
in England. The majority of his career
was spent at the Rocky Mountain
Laboratory of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health, where
he served as head of the Slow Viral
Disease Section and the Pathology
Section. In 1980, Dr. Hadlow was
honored when the College of Veterinary
Medicine named him as a Distinguished
Alumnus. When asked about the
divergence between his intentions and
eventual work, Dr. Hadlow advises that
veterinary students "take advantage of
all opportunities" that come their way.
Dr. Hadlow recounted tales of his

When asked about the current state of
TSE research, Dr. Hadlow challenges
the idea that the prion is to blame.
He would like for research to "step back
away from the prion for a moment,"
and spend more time looking into the
pattern of infectivity of these diseases
in order to advance our knowledge.
He believes that even greater strides
will be made when transgenic mice
are produced that serve as proper
models for TSE transmission.

Dr. William J. Hadlow

academic life at the College of
Veterinary Medicine during the late
1940s, including being instructed by
Dr. Leonard Goss, for whom Goss
Laboratory was later named. At that
time, Dr. Hadlow recounts, veterinary
pathology was a budding specialty in
the United States. He points out that
opportunities for education in veteri
nary pathology abound today, and that
something as simple as readily available
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College Curriculum Now Includes a Rotation
in Shelter Medicine and Surgery
by Tracy Johnson, VME III

T

he involvement of the Franklin
County Dog Shelter in the senior
surgery rotation began eight years
ago with the combined efforts of Dr.
Lawrence Hill, a 1994 graduate of OSU
College of Veterinary Medicine, and
Dr. Daniel Smeak, faculty member and
section head of Small Animal Surgery.
As part of the surgery rotation, fourthyear students performed spays, neuters,
and other surgeries as needed at the
shelter. In 2004, Dr. Hill and Dr.
Jeanette O'Quin, a 1993 OSU graduate,
augmented the program to a two-week,
stand-alone rotation in Animal Shelter
Medicine and Surgery. This year's

fourth-year students had the opportu
nity to perform surgeries and gain
clinical experience, such as completing
physical examinations, in-house
laboratory work, behavioral analyses,
and treatments on the dogs admitted
to the shelter. Students also have the
opportunity to observe the intake and
processing of dogs and to accompany
a county dog warden.
The new rotation is separated into one
week of surgery and one week of
medicine, with Drs. Hill and O'Quin
alternating every two weeks. The design
of this rotation hones skills and builds
confidence, preparing the students for

Senior students Christina Manley and
Jose' Bras examine dogs at the Franklin
County Dog Shelter.

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Why Should Butler Be Your Choice Supplier?
Simple Enough...
Servicing Your Veterinary Practice Is Our Only Business!
At Butler, we pride ourselves in providing veterinarians with the right product, at
the right price, at the right place and at the right time.
We bring over 50 years of veterinary distribution experience with every order
you place. What started out as a small basement warehouse in 1953, has grown
to 14 warehouses, over 300 sales and service professionals, on-line order con
venience and 24-hour order fulfillment for more than 90% of our customers
with a fill rate of greater than 97% on average.
How do we achieve this?
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Territory Manager: (800)282 5162
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Fax: (888) 329 3861
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Quite simply...by listening to you - our valued customers. Every decision is driv
en by our desire to exceed your expectations! We appreciate your continued
support and will continue to work hard to earn your
business...your success is our success!
Partner up with a winner and experience the Butler difference.

Issue 2, 2004

11

private practice. Each
student sees 65-70 dogs during his or
her medicine week, and performs
12-15 surgeries during the surgery
portion of the rotation. The students
gain experience with apparently normal
dogs, as well as sick or debilitated
animals, that they must diagnose,
treat, and assess for adoption potential
without the benefit of a complete
history.
Drs. Hill and O'Quin are pleased with
the new Shelter Medicine and Surgery
Program and the positive student
response. They have a number of plans
and ideas for the future of the program.
One plan is for a new shelter that would
include an expanded isolation facility
and smaller wards so that an "all-in
all-out" system can be implemented to
aid in the control of disease. Smaller
wards would also benefit the dogs by
reducing their stress levels, potentially
decreasing disease and behavioral
problems. Ideally, the shelter would also
have an all-purpose surgery suite and
sterile suites for specialized
procedures. Another goal for expansion
includes having the students do all the
necessary surgeries for the shelter;
presently, students do about half of
the surgeries, while contract surgeons
handle the remainder. Other ideas
for the program include setting up a
"Second Chance" Fund through the
Veterinary Teaching Hospital where
clients would receive discounts for
donating to the fund and setting up
a student run trap, neuter, and
release program for the local feral
cat population.
Support for the start-up of the Shelter
Medicine and Surgery rotation came
from the Kenneth A. Scott Charitable
Trust, a Key Bank Trust. The OSU
Alumni Society and the lams Company,
through SCAVMA, donated money to
support the feline surgery experience at
the Capital Area Humane Society. Drs.
Hill and O'Quin are very appreciative
of the organizations that aided in the
development of this clinical rotation,

'

Dr. Jeanette O'Quin watches as senior Anne Sauer prepares to examine a dog.
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and of the OSU College of Veterinary
Medicine and the Franklin County
Commissioners for their ongoing
support of this innovative program.
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Professional Development
and Career Success
by Charles A. Neer, DVM, MS, DACVPM
Director, Student Professional
Development
n exciting development in 2004 was
the organization of a Veterinary
Business Management Association
(VBMA) student chapter. This organiza
tion is part of a consortium group of
chapters at six other veterinary colleges.
The mission of the chapter is to
"accompany and enhance the veterinary
curriculum by increasing student
awareness and knowledge regarding
topics ot business, finance, management,
and related disciplines as they pertain to
the practice of veterinary medicine."
This group met twice monthly during
the academic year to organize the
chapter and invite special speakers to
present information on practice
management and business trends in
the veterinary profession. First-year
students took a leadership position in
organizing this chapter and elected Joe
Sawdy, president; Amy Graham,
vice-president; Jen Nielsen, secretary,
and Austin Ayars, treasurer. Drs. Jean
Sander and Charles Neer serve as
advisors to this group. Officers will
be participating in a national conference
in September sponsored by the University
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary
Medicine.

A

During the past academic year, the
College conducted a series of courses
for veterinary students in all four classes
on topics related to non-technical
competencies in preparation for successful professional careers. The major
topics selected for these courses
included: choosing a career and career
search strategies, basic life skills tor
the successful veterinarian, the art of
successful communication, understanding leadership as a pathway to success,
the art and knowledge for a successful

Karyn Gavzer, MBA, identifying practical communication skills for improving compliance in
veterinary practice to the second-year class.

veterinary practice, and ethical values
and responsibilities in veterinary
medicine. These courses were scheduled
at the beginning of each academic
quarter, and were successfully presented
by speakers representing national
practice management consulting firms.
Dr. James Wilson and Cynthia R.
Wutchiett, CPA, presented to the
third-year class. Dr. Wilson spoke on
employment strategies in making the
transition from student to employed
veterinarian. He also covered personal
finance issues on managing debt and
planning a financial future. All students
completed a role play employment
negotiation exercise with one student
serving as owner and another as
veterinary associate. They also prepared
a resume, one year budget after
graduation, and a goal-setting budget
two and three years after graduation.
Cynthia Wutchiett shared information
on the art and knowledge for a
successful veterinary practice. Defining
a well-managed practice and the
advantages of reaching this goal were
described in detail. Pricing methods

and designing the right fee schedule for
a practice including how to value time
were other key points discussed by this
speaker. Students completed an exercise
on preparing a management statement
report for a veterinary hospital, a
formula for veterinary compensation
as a second year associate, and identifying non-medical benefits that influence
what clients are willing to pay for in
value-based pricing.
Dr. Carin Smith, Owen McCafferty,
CPA, and Karyn Gavzer, MBA, presented
career building information to the
second-year class. Dr. Smith offered
the challenge of career choices and
career search strategies. Trends of
private practice and alternative careers
were described to stimulate thoughts
on life after veterinary college. Dr. Smith
shared the value of finding a mentor,
gauging practice quality, preserving
self-worth, gender-related employment
issues, and how to look and feel more
credible with employers and clients.
Owen McCafferty's presentation focused
on general issues of leadership in a
veterinary practice. His presentation
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emphasized critical components of
leadership, self-awareness, and skills
for people management dealing with
conflict and how leaders influence
others to produce change. Students were
requested to write an essay responding
to a business conflict involving leader
ship in a veterinary practice faced with
personnel and financial challenges.
Karyn Gavzer presented a seminar
on successful communications. Ms.
Gavzer shared information released
in the AAHA Compliance Study
completed in 2003. Patient care and
economic implications of compliance,
misperceptions that cause poor
compliance, and practical suggestions
to improve compliance and patient care
were identified. Students reviewed
examples of patient medical records for
compliance and evidence of successful
veterinary client communications.
In addition to the two standard core
courses on ethics and jurisprudence,
first-year students benefited from a
seminar presented by Dr. Marsha
Heinke on "Basic Life Skills for the
Successful Veterinarian." Dr. Heinke
shared information on professionalism,
goal setting and planning, emotional
intelligence, teamwork, managing a
career, maintaining competence, and
achieving balance between a career and
family life.
Fourth-year students continue to
benefit from a practice management
day during the preventive medicine
rotation. This serves as the capstone
experience after exposure to the past
three years of professional development
courses. Each rotation of 10-12 senior
students receives counseling from a
university financial aids officer on
debt management and consolidation
of student loans. The morning session
concludes with discussion on employment options, budget review, compensa-

Marsha Heinke, DVM, CPA, sharing basic life skills to be successful with the first-year class.

Cynthia Wutchiett, CPA, discussing basic principles of veterinary practice with the
third-year class.

tion and benefits, interview strategies,
contract negotiation, and commitment
to an employment agreement. Several
local veterinary practice owners and
office managers participate in hosting
students for an afternoon session
on business principles of practice
management and current issues
associated with a successful practice.
The overall program of offering
professional development courses in
the curriculum is supported by the
Harry and Eltha Bartels Endowment.

The College appreciates the generous
supplemental support from Hill's Pet
Nutrition, Inc., The lams Company,
Veterinary Pet Insurance, Novartis,
and Nestle Purina. Alumni and friends
interested in supporting this program
should contact Karen Longbrake,
College Director of Development,
1900 Coffey Road, Columbus, OH
43220, (614) 688-8433 or e-mail:
longbrake.l@osu.edu.
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Veterinary Mentorship Program
by Jean E. Sander, DVM, MAM, DACPV
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

am certain that if each of us thought
back in time, we could remember one
person who had a profound influence
on choices we made in our life. If we
were fortunate, that person inspired
us, but it is possible that the incident
turned us off to a potential we might
have otherwise enjoyed. For this
reason, it is important that we always
are cognizant of the way we act and
the things we say to other people.
A negative comment from us on a
bad day can be the moment that
will influence a young person's life.

I

Most of us are also painfully aware of
how difficult it is to find good associates
to enter certain fields of veterinary
medicine. I often hear that there are not
enough people going into food animal
practice, or research, or industry, and so
on. Is it possible that the reason we don't
have veterinary students considering
careers in these fields is because they
have not had role models show them the

relationship affording a more comfort
able match. However, should the match
not work out, we will be happy to
re-partner both mentor and mentee
so no one should feel burdened with
an uncomfortable fit. Meeting opportu
nities will be suggested, but we hope
each of you will use your own ideas to
create a successful program. In addition
to providing a positive environment for
both parties, it is our hope that this
experience will be expanded in the
future to match veterinarians and
veterinary students with undergraduates
interested in veterinary medicine to
guide them in their preparation.

job of these professional foci? Perhaps
the young folks coming through the
admission process never consider food
animal practice because they can't find
the experiences that inspire them in this
direction. For this reason, The Ohio
State University College of Veterinary
Medicine has teamed up with the OSU
Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
and the OVMA to create the DVMentor
Program.
The idea is to find veterinarians who
are passionate about their profession
and pair them with veterinary students
to guide them in professional and life
choices. It is our hope that developing
relationships between veterinarians in
all areas of the profession with current
students will expand career goals and
allow a better understanding of the
mentor's particular area of veterinary
medicine. Guidelines and training pro
grams will be provided to assist you in
being the best mentor you can be. We
hope to match you with students based
on professional interests as well as
personal interests or hobbies. Having
common interests should enhance the

If you would like to participate in this
program by becoming a mentor, please
fill out and return the form below. I will
be contacting you soon to provide you
with more information about the
program. The success of our profession
is important to us all, and if everyone
does their share in bringing up the next
generation, we all will most certainly
benefit.

How do I sign up
to be a DVMentor?

Yes, I want to serve as a College of Veterinary Medicine Mentor!

If you are interested in
participating as a College of
Veterinary Medicine Mentor,
please complete the form and
return it to:

Name (Last)

Office of Student Affairs
College of Veterinary Medicine
127QVMAB
1900 Coffey Road
Columbus, Ohio 43210
Fax:614-292-6989
or contact Dr. Jean Sander
atsander.28@osu.edu

(First)

Address (Street Address)

(Middle Initial)

(City)

Telephone Day (area code)

E-mail:

(State)

(Zip)

Telephone Evening (area code)

Male

•

Female

My Ethnicity

My Experience/Expertise:

My Hobbies:
Thank you for considering becoming a mentor for a student in the College of Veterinary Medicine.
We appreciate your willingness to volunteer your time and share your wisdom.

Constantly hounded
by diminishing supplies?
It's tough to get the job done without the supplies you
need.That's why we stock more than 10000 products
in our two warehouses and we deliver them to you...fast.

The Columbus Serum Company
2025 South High St., Columbus, OH 43207
614_444_1155 o r toll-free 800-282-1073
Outside of Ohio 800-848-1090

Supplying the veterinary industry with products and services since 1922.
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Ohio State Veterinarians Perform
Cataract Surgery on Sea Lion
he explained. "Once the patient is asleep,
we reach into the mouth and guide an
endotracheal tube into the airway to
administer the inhalation anesthetic
during the surgical procedure. Vascular
access is another challenge in these
patients," Dr. Abrahamsen added.
"We place a catheter in one ot the veins
under the tongue to administer IV
drugs and fluids."

by Shannon Wingard
University Media Relations

C

ataracts are bothersome for any
person or animal, but the eye
condition in a 500-pound sea lion meant
more than poor vision - it meant a lot
of pain because they were anteriorly
luxated, that is, dislocated into the front
of his eyes. The cataracts in Loki, a 16
year-old sea lion at the Dolphin
Research Center in Grassy Key, Florida,
caused him so much pain that he was
losing his appetite. So Dr. Michael
Renner, an adjunct professor at Ohio
State who works as a Veterinarian of
Record for the center, asked a team of
three veterinarians from the College of
Veterinary Medicine to perform surgery
to ease the sea lion's pain and to restore
his eyesight. "I am not an ophthalmolo
gist, and the animal needed cataract
surgery," Dr. Renner said. "A lot of
marine mammals have high risks with
anesthesia, so getting experts in the field
to help was important.'
Dr. Carmen Colitz, assistant professor
of comparative ophthalmology, is a
member of the Ohio State team that
performed surgery on Loki. During
her career, Dr. Colitz has performed
more than a thousand cataract surgeries
on animals, including dogs, cats, horses,
llamas, and two other sea lions, and also
conducts research on the formation of
cataracts in animals and humans.

When she traveled to Florida in January
to examine Loki, Dr. Colitz said Loki
wouldn't even open his eyes. She
prescribed anti-inflammatory medicine,
and was able to examine the animal's
eyes, which were opaque. Both lenses
were luxated, causing him severe pain.
The pain resulted from the lenses
touching the cornea because they had
fallen to the front of the eye, Dr. Colitz
said. The surgery, which lasted approxi
mately an hour on each eye, was
successful. "We made his lite better
by increasing his comfort level and

Dr. Carmen Colitz and Loki (photo by the
Dolphin Research Center, Grassy Key, FL)

providing him with some vision,"
Dr. Colitz said. "Pain relief was the first
and foremost goal, vision was a bonus."
Helping Dr. Colitz perform the surgery
were Dr. Eric Abrahamsen, assistant
professor of anesthesiology, and Dr.
Federico Latimer, associate professor and
equine orthopedic surgeon. Although
the veterinarians had successfully
performed this type of surgery on sea
lions before, Dr. Abrahamsen said a
great deal of preparation was necessary
because of the problems associated with
anesthetizing marine animals and the
remote setting. "Sea lions have a
reputation tor being difficult to
anesthetize and the mortality associated
with anesthesia has been significant in
the past," he said. "Sea lions must be
coaxed into a squeeze cage to be
restrained for intramuscular administra
tion of an opioid-sedative combination."
These drugs are used to facilitate giving
the patient an inhalation anesthetic
using a mask made from a traffic pylon,

Marine mammals have a dive reflex
that is designed to minimize oxygen
consumption, which extends their
capacity to stay under water, according
to Dr. Abrahamsen. "It basically slows
the heart rate dramatically and redirects
blood flow to only the most vital areas
such as the brain" he said. "We have
focused on minimizing the risk of
triggering the dive reflex during
anesthesia and so far have been
fortunate to be successful in getting
these patients through anesthesia."
Dr. Latimer said the employees at the
Dolphin Research Center worked very
hard to make sure the surgery was
successful and spent an entire month
preparing and rehearsing to have it at
the Florida facility. Among other
preparations, they worked with Loki to
get him used to the smell of anesthesia
and the equipment used to move him
the day of the surgery. In addition,
Dr. Latimer said Loki's trainer was
instrumental in relaxing the animal so
the pre-anesthetic preparations were
performed, which allowed the Ohio
State veterinarians to proceed
with the anesthesia.
Dr. Renner said the success of the
surgery is evident. "Loki can catch fish
in mid-air, which he couldn't do before.
His appetite is now normal, and his eyes
are wide open."
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Class of 2004
The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine salutes its 124 graduates of the Class of 2004 who join the ranks of over 7,000
men and women who have graduated from this College. Congratulations and best wishes as you pursue your careers!
Sarah E. Achen
Sylvania, OH
Keisha A. Adkins
Mansfield, OH
Jessica Ross Alcorn
University Heights, OH
Rachel A. Arendt
Cleveland Heights, OH
J. Sue Ault
San Diego, CA
Thomas L. Baltzell
Rockford, OH
Caroline Taylor Barnum
Maumee, OH
Rebecca L. Beltz
New Castle, PA
Kevin P. Benjamino
Jackson, NJ
Jillian Bede Bidinger
Akron, OH
Lynne M. Bird
St. Albans, WV
Julie C. Bode
Fairview Park, OH
Thomas Lane Bodie
Atlanta, GA
Scott E. Cable
Cincinnati, OH
Cristin M. Callahan
Oregon, OH
Stacey L. Chase
Scott Depot, WV
Marnae Christensen
Bloomington, IN
Seth J. Cohn
Columbus, OH
Elizabeth M. Czaplicki
S. Glastonbury, CT
Jamie L. Dailey
Lake Milton, OH
Carrie A. Davis
Fredericktown, OH
Angela L. Donaruma
Houston, TX
Tim Driver
Centerville, OH
David M. Dubusky
Lexington, OH
Elizabeth Konya Dymond
Bath, PA
Kelly J. Dziak
Columbus, OH
Kimberly A. Epstein
Columbus, OH

Kimberly A. Fanning
Marblehead, OH
Tina M. Fife
Huber Heights, OH
Sarah Ashelman Ford
Warren, OH
Julie Christin
Ringness Forquer
Chagrin Falls, OH
Kelli A. French
Geneva, IL
Kara N. Freshwater
Dresdan, OH
Wendy A Frisch
Norwalk, OH
Sandra L. Gebhart
Hinckley, OH
Betsy S. Goldenberg
Dayton, OH
James W. Gragg
Thornton, WV
Tasha L. Gray
Huber Heights, OH
Corey J. Griffiths
St. Clairsville, OH
Wendy L. Guingrich
Columbus, OH
Meggan V. Hain
Franklin, KY
Rosalind L. Hain
Franklin, KY
Joy Cherin Harkins
Galloway, OH
Brian S. Harr
Milford Center, OH
Marcus A. Hetzner
Lowville, NY
Jennifer A. Holland
Mentor, OH
Jeffrey W. Hooykaas
Los Alamitos, CA
Jason E. Horgan
Weston, FL
Megan R. Hura
Ravenna, OH
Phillip D. Jones
Galloway, OH
Jean Joo
Huntingdon Valley, PA
Manuel Kanter
Sharon, MA
Rebecca S. Kirkconnell
Brooklyn, CT
Dana L. Klaiber
Geneva, NY

Heidi V. Knoblich
Sunbury, OH
Monika T. Knoblich
Sunbury, OH
Amy M. Knupp
Akron, OH
Crystal M. Kolleda
Murrysville, PA
Laura M. Kozminski
Solon, OH
Jaime N. Lambert
Attica, OH
Deborah M. Lindsey
Fairview Park, OH
Colleen Madden
Kingsville, OH
Mandi L. Maimone
Bronx, NY
Winford Stanton Maset
Rachel, WV
Kate Mayfield
Meridian, MS
John A. McCullough IV
Lebanon, OH
James A. McGrain
Findlay, OH
Corinne L. McGregor
Hilliard, OH
Sarah Yeagher McNamee
Norfolk, CT
Jennifer L. Merlo
Manalapan, NJ
Emily Jo Miller
Austinburg, OH
Jennifer A. Mills
Seven Hills, OH
Stephanie Jo Mitro
Berkey, OH
Vivian F. Nagao
Los Angeles, CA
Nathan Carleton Nelson
Columbus, OH
John T. Nenni II
Middletown, OH
Laura Lake Newlin
Warriors Mark, PA
Matthew R. Noble
Oxford, OH
Laura A. Nusbaum
Sherwood, OH
Tracy Luttrell Oakes
Cincinnati, OH
Lori B. Oppenheim
Brooklyn, NY

Diane E. Ott
Sunbury, OH
Douglas A. Palma
Columbus, OH
Nathan W. Peterson
Sparks, NV
Nicole C. Peterson
Strongsville, OH
Daniel A. Pierce
Erie, PA
Heather L. Price
Richmond, VA
Robert L. Racelis
Auburn, AL
Mei-An J. Raicer
Wall, NJ
Angela K. Rawlings
Louisville, KY
Cynthia K. Sagel
Okeana, OH
Michelle L. Santangelo
Denver, PA
Aaron M. Sargeant
Jackson Center, OH
Tracey A. Saunders
Xenia, OH
Lora K. Schelle
Clayton, OH
Curtis Wiley
Schondelmeyer
Wrightstown, PA
Amy Kranz Schumacher
Springfield, OH
Cynthia Lee Sekula
Mogadore, OH
Susan M. Sepenoski
Southold, NY
Melissa S. Shardy
Columbus, OH
Emily E. Shirey
Mayport, PA
Jesse E. Shirey
Mayport, PA
Heather M. Skaggs
Chillicothe, OH
Alison K. Skala
Cleveland, OH
Jennifer E. Smith
Columbus, OH
Shannon M.Snoke
Forest, OH
Margaret M. Snouffer
Tiffin, OH
Christopher J. Snyder
Hopkinton, NH

Heather Delight Sparks
Marion, OH
Nicole C. Steinbeck
Warren, OH
Cynthia D. Strelec
Fairview Park, OH
Evanne M.Szabo
Ashville, OH
Nathan M. Taylor
Thompson, OH
Travis J. Thompson
Navarre, OH
Elizabeth T. Tittl
Cincinnati, OH
Megan C. Tomich
Jacobsburg, OH
Laurel L. Tovrea
Jacksonville, AR
Lisa K. Uhrig
Chillicothe, OH
Brian J. Ulrich
Erie, PA
April A. Vasquez
Lima, OH
Kara L. Vittitow
Lexington, KY
Jason D. Walter
Lexington, OH
Douglas E. Walther
Leipsic, OH
Werner S. Wegener, Jr.
Blacklick, OH
Sara A. Wiggins
Webster, NY
Anne Marie Will
East Liverpool, OH
Megan E. Williams
New Philadelphia, OH
Erin M. Willliamson
Kettering, OH
Stephanie A. Wittkopf
Mansfield, OH
Cathryne E. Wittlinger
Cleveland, OH
Emily Roughen Wood
Lexington, KY
Jill E. Yaissle
Allentown, PA
Amber M. Ziemba
Hinckley, OH
Cynthia L. Ziemba
Egg Harbor Township, NJ
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2004 Oath and Hooding Ceremony
Veterinarian's Oath
(adopted by the AVMA House of Delegates,
November 1999)

"Being admitted to the profession of
veterinary medicine, I solemnly swear
to use my scientific knowledge and
skills for the benefit of society through
the protection of animal health, the
relief of animal suffering, the
conservation of animal resources, the
promotion of public health, and the
advancement of medical knowledge.
I will practice my profession
conscientiously, with dignity, and in
keeping with the principles of
veterinary medical ethics.
I accept as a lifelong obligation the
continued improvement ot my
professional knowledge and competence."
On June 12, 2004, the graduating
Class of 2004 repeated the
"Veterinarian's Oath" as they received
the hood of their chosen profession.
Hundreds of family members and
friends crowded Mershon Auditorium
on the Ohio State campus to witness
this exciting event. Commencement cer
emonies followed the next afternoon,
followed by a picnic for graduates and
their families.
Congratulations to the graduates as
they join their distinguished colleagues,
the GREAT ALUMNI of The Ohio
State University College of
Veterinary Medicine.
During the Oath and Hooding
Ceremony, six alumni were honored
with the College's Distinguished
Alumnus Award. These awards are
presented to College alumni who are
well known for their accomplishments
and have made an outstanding
contribution to society. The College also
presented six faculty with
special awards.

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 2004 Distinguished Alumni.
Pictured top row, l-r: Drs. Carl L Alden, Gary J. Kociba, Interim Dean John Hubbell,
Daniel L Jarboe; bottom row: Drs. Alan J. Lipowitz, Linda Medleau and David M. Sherman

Distinguished Alumni
The following College alumni were
honored during the 2004 Oath and
Hooding Ceremony with the College's
Distinguished Alumni Award. These
awards are presented to College alumni
who are well-known for their accom
plishments and have made an
outstanding contribution to society.
Dr. Carl L. Alden earned his DVM and
MS degrees from Ohio State in 1968
and 1976, respectively, and became a
Diplomate of the American College of
Veterinary Pathologists in 1978.
Following graduation, Dr. Alden began
his career in pathology at the Ohio
Department of Agriculture where he
worked for four years before becoming
chair of the Division of Comparative
Pathology at West Virginia University. In
1976, Dr. Alden joined the Human and
Environmental Safety Division of
Procter and Gamble where he rose
through the ranks, culminating in a
director level appointment. In 1992,
Dr. Alden accepted an appointment as
director of Metabolism and Safety
Evaluation, Worldwide at G.D. Searle

Company where he managed the
activities of over 150 scientists.
Currently, Dr. Alden is vice president
of Drug Safety and Disposition at
Millennium Pharmaceuticals, where
he is responsible for molecular and
investigative toxicology and pathology.
Throughout his career, Dr. Alden has
been active in the discipline of
pathology. He served as editor of the
journal Toxicologic Pathology, was a

member of the Board of Directors of
the Aspen Cancer Conference and the
American Register of Pathology, and
served on the Executive Council of the
Carcinogenesis Specialty Group of the
Society of Toxicology. In service to his
profession, Dr. Alden served on the
Council on Research of the American
Veterinary Medical Association
including a term as chair. Dr. Alden
is an extensive contributor to scientific
literature with over 70 publications in
peer-reviewed journals and numerous
chapters in reference texts. In 2000,
Dr. Alden received the Kenneth P.
DuBois Award for Achievement in
Toxicology from the Society of
Toxicology of the United Kingdom.
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Dr. Daniel L Jarboe received a BS degree
in 1972 and was commissioned into
active duty in the 9th Medical Battalion
of the 9th Infantry Division. In 1973, Dr.
Jarboe was released from active duty to
attend veterinary college at Ohio State
where he received his DVM degree.
Following graduation in 1977, Dr. Jarboe
re-entered the military and served in a
variety of roles including tours of
duty in Korea and at the U.S. Army
Quartermaster School where he received
the Distinguished Instructor Award.
Dr. Jarboe was then assigned to Walter
Reed Army Institute of Medicine where
he worked with Rickettsial diseases. After
receiving his PhD degree from
the Medical College of Virginia, Dr.
Jarboe returned to Walter Reed where
he investigated mechanisms of
cell-mediated immunity to enterotoxic
E.coli. In 1990, Dr. Jarboe was
appointed commander of the Army's
research unit in Brazil where he served
for two years. This was followed by a
tour as the commander of the U.S. Army
Component of the Armed Forces
Research Institute in Bangkok, Thailand.
Dr. Jarboe returned to Walter Reed
in 1997 and rose to the position of
commander of the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research in January of 2001.
Dr. Jarboe has retired from the military
and currently serves as a consultant
to industry. He is a Diplomate of the
American College of Veterinary
Microbiology and the American College
of Veterinary Preventive Medicine.
He has received numerous awards
including the Meritorious Service Award,
the Army Commendation Medal, and
the Order of Military Medical Merit.
Dr. Jarboe also served on the Council on
Research of the American Veterinary
Medical Association and in 2001 received
an Alumni Star Medal from Virginia
Commonwealth University.
Dr. Gary J. Kociba received his BS

and DVM degrees from Michigan
State University in 1966 and 1967,
respectively, before entering graduate
school in the Department of Veterinary
Pathology at Ohio State. Dr. Kociba
received his MS and PhD degrees from
Ohio State in 1969 and 1971 and went
on to become board certified in both
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veterinary pathology and veterinary
clinical pathology. Dr. Kociba joined
the faculty at Ohio State in 1971 and
rose through the ranks to become a full
professor in the then Department of
Veterinary Pathobiology in 1981.
Respected by his peers, Dr. Kociba served
two terms on the editorial board of
The American Journal of Veterinary
Research, a term on the editorial board
and editor of the Journal Veterinary
Clinical Pathology, a term as associate
editor of the Journal Veterinary
Pathology, and continues to serve on the
editorial board of Veterinary Research
Communications. In service to his
profession, Dr. Kociba served the
American College of Veterinary Clinical
Pathologists in a number of roles
including exam committee chair and
president. In addition, from 1983 to
1986 he served on the Advisory Board
of the Morris Animal Foundation.
Dr. Kociba is widely known as an
outstanding teacher and researcher
who mentored over 30 graduate students
during his 30-plus year career as a
faculty member. Dr. Kociba authored
or co-authored over 125 scientific
publications in both medical and
veterinary medical literature during
his tenure at the College. In recognition
of this excellence, in 1976 Dr. Kociba
received our College's highest award
for teaching, the Norden Distinguished
Teaching Award, and the Beecham
Award for Research Excellence in 1993.
Dr. Alan J. Lipowitz attended Heidelberg
College and the College of Agriculture at
Ohio State before entering veterinary
college and receiving his DVM degree in
1966. Following graduation, Dr. Lipowitz
entered the U.S. Army where he served
as veterinary officer in charge of the 4th
Army Medical Detachment in Vietnam
and received the Bronze Star. Following
service to his country, Dr. Lipowitz
entered veterinary practice in New Jersey
before returning to his alma mater to
pursue training in surgery and clinical
immunology. Dr. Lipowitz received his
MS degree from Ohio State in 1974 and
became a Diplomate of the American
College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1975.
From 1974 until 1975, Dr. Lipowitz was
an associate in surgery at the University

of Pennsylvania. He joined our faculty as
an assistant professor in 1975. In 1977,
Dr. Lipowitz left to join the faculty of
the University of Minnesota where he
worked until his retirement in 2003.
Dr. Lipowitz has mentored a number of
graduate students and has been resident
advisor for 26 surgical residents in
training. At Minnesota, Dr. Lipowitz
served as head of the Division of Small
Animal Surgery and chair of the
Department of Small Animal Clinical
Sciences. An internationally known small
animal veterinary surgeon, Dr. Lipowitz
has served the American College of
Veterinary Surgeons as president,
chairman and member of the Board
of Regents, and as executive secretary
of the organization since 1992. Dr.
Lipowitz is the author or co-author
of over 40 publications and served on
the editorial panels of the Journal of
Veterinary Surgery, Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association,
and the Journal of the American Animal
Hospital Association.
Dr. Linda Medleau received her BS

degree from The Ohio State University
before earning her DVM degree in 1979.
After graduation, Dr. Medleau entered
an internship in small animal medicine
and surgery at Michigan State University.
She continued her education at the
University of Georgia from 1980 until
1982 when she received a MS degree
in medical microbiology. Dr. Medleau
then entered the training program
in veterinary dermatology at the
University of Pennsylvania and became
a Diplomate of the American College
of Veterinary Dermatology in 1986.
She joined the faculty of the University
of Georgia in 1984, rising to associate
professor in 1988 and then to professor
in 1995. Dr. Medleau is an outstanding
clinician and teacher. She has received
a number of awards including the
Norden Distinguished Teacher Award
from the College of Veterinary Medicine
at Georgia in 1997 and Faculty Teaching
Recognition Awards from the veterinary
class of 1989, 1991, and 1997. In
addition, Dr. Medleau was awarded a
Lilly Teaching Fellowship during which
she created 23 autotutorial programs
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that are used to teach problem solving
skills in dermatology to veterinary
students and graduate veterinarians.
In 2000, Dr. Medleau received the Josiah
Meigs Awards for Excellence in Teaching
from the University of Georgia. She is
the author of numerous textbook
chapters on veterinary dermatology
and is co-author of the text Atlas of
Small Animal Dermatology. Dr.
Medleau's research career includes 17
grants and over 40 publications high
lighted by her receiving the American
Association of Feline Practitioners
Research Award in 1989. Dr. Medleau
is a superior teacher and role model,
whose career and life are all the more
inspiring because, for most of her career,
she has contended with the physical
disabilities of blindness and hearing
impairment.
Dr. David M. Sherman received a BA

degree from Antioch College before

enrolling at Ohio State in pursuit ot the
DVM degree, which he received in 1977.
Following graduation, Dr. Sherman
continued his education at the University
of Minnesota where he received a MS
degree in 1979. He joined the faculty of
the University of Minnesota in 1980 and
served as an assistant and associate pro
fessor before leaving to join the faculty
at Tufts University in Massachusetts in
1987. In 1990, he became a Diplomate of
the American College of Veterinary
Internal Medicine. He joined the Section
of International Veterinary Medicine of
the Department of Medicine at Tufts
and became section head in 1995.
Currently, Dr. Sherman is director of the
Division of Animal Health, Biosecurity
and Dairy Services of the Department
of Agriculture of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Dr. Sherman has had
an international career in veterinary
medicine. From 1985 to 1986, he served
as a consultant for Heifer Project

International evaluating dairy goat
projects in Taiwan and China. From
1992 to 1993, he was technical coordina
tor of the Private Sector Animal Health
Initiative for Southwestern Afghanistan
for Mercy Corps International. In 1993
and 1994, Dr. Sherman became program
veterinarian for the United Nations
Development Programme in Pakistan,
training livestock owners in veterinary
care. Other activities include tours ot
duty in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda,
Tanzania, Bangladesh, Jordan, and other
countries. Dr. Sherman's experiences led
to the publication of two books, Goat
Medicine and Tending Animals in the
Global Village, the seminal work in the
area of international veterinary medi
cine. Dr. Sherman is president of Farm
Africa USA and serves as editor in chief
of the journal Small Ruminant Research.

College Presents Six Faculty with Special Awards
The following six distinguished College
faculty were honored with special
awards presented by Interim Dean John
Hubbell during the Oath and Hooding
Ceremony.
The Norden Distinguished Teaching
Award was presented to Dr. John D.

Bonagura, professor of veterinary
clinical sciences. This award is given
to a faculty member who has demon
strated leadership, character, and teach
ing ability as demonstrated by the
caliber of instruction and responsiveness
to the needs of students. He/she must be
a full time member of the veterinary
medical faculty. Nominations tor this
award are made by the veterinary
students.
The Pfizer Animal Health Award for
Research Excellence was presented
to Dr. Alicia L. Bertone, professor of
veterinary clinical sciences. This award is
given to a faculty member for his/her
innovative research, on which the scientific
advancement of the profession depends.

Dr. John D. Bonagura

Dr. Alicia Bertone

The David White Research Award
was presented to Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa,

The Charles C. Capen Teaching Excellence
Award for Graduate Education was

professor of veterinary biosciences.
This award is given to a faculty member
for his/her establishment of a research
apprenticeship that builds on his/her
success as a meritorious, established
investigator. Dr. Rikihisa investigates the
molecular and cellular mechanisms of
the invasion and replication of
intracellular bacteria.

presented to Dr. Michael J. Oglesbee,

professor of veterinary biosciences.
This award is given to a faculty member
on behalf of the faculty and students,
and by action of the College Dean, in
recognition of superior and sustained
excellence in educating and mentoring
M.S. and Ph.D. degree candidates, as
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Report from the Associate Dean

Dr. von Hecum

T

his is my last annual report for the
College of Veterinary Medicine, and
actually the last activity in my role as
associate dean for Research. Having
started in this role July 1, 1997,1 retired
June 30, 2004.

During the past seven years, a number
of external factors have significantly
influenced the College's research enter
prise. National college ranking has
shown to be heavily influenced by
extramural research dollars. As a direct
consequence for our College, research
has assumed the highest priority in
improving our ranking. A plan is now in
force (see web site www.vet.ohiostate.
edu/level2/public/public.html) to hire
additional research faculty whose
predominant role will be to build fund
ed research programs within the college.
At the same time, The Ohio State
University established "responsibility
based budgeting" whereby the indirect
cost of research is now managed by the
College. Capturing these indirect funds
permits the College to invest in scholar
ship for the improvement of animal and
human health care. At the same time,
the research qualification of faculty
applicants has increased, allowing the
College to heighten its research expecta
tions. As a full-time researcher and
research administrator, I welcomed these
changes since they helped my efforts to
influence the size and quality of the
Colleges research enterprise.

Pictured from left to right: Jeromie Pell,
Maureen Pagan, Kenny Gillian, and
Thomas von Recum.

One of my responsibilities was to
administer the Alice Lloyd Finley
Memorial Veterinary Research Farm
(Finley Farm). Early on, I was able to
hire Maureen Fagan, a very capable and
responsible farm manager who has an
excellent grasp of the welfare needs of
large farm animals and a strong desire
to serve our faculty researchers in their
project needs. I enjoyed working with
her and her staff. I will miss my
partnership with the farm staff
and the farm.

D

r. William Saville, associate professor
of internal medicine and epidemiol
ogy in the Department of Veterinary
Preventive Medicine, was appointed as
the new director of the Finley Farm. His
expertise in horses, infectious diseases,
and active research programs using
horses makes him eminently qualified
for this role.

Dr. William Saville

Dr. Catherine W. Kohn

Dr. Lawrence Mathes

Two years ago the College faced the
threat of an infectious disease outbreak
in both the Veterinary Teaching Hospital
and the Finley Farm. A major outbreak
was prevented, and that incident gave the
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College an opportunity to revisit its
infectious disease prevention and
bio-security policies. Under the strong
leadership of Dr. Catherine W. Kohn,
a new policy was developed and a
permanent committee appointed to
oversee its implementation.
The College's Interim Dean John Hubbell
appointed Dr. Lawrence Mathes, profes
sor of immunology/retrovirology in the
Department of Veterinary Biosciences, as
Interim Associate Dean for Research.
Larry has had a very successful research
administrative career at OSU where
he has served as the director of the
campus-wide Center for Retrovirus
Research, program leader of the Viral
Oncogenesis Program in the campuswide Comprehensive Cancer Center,
and has directed the College's Imaging
Core Facility. These are only a few
examples of his activities, which emi
nently qualify him for his leadership
role in the Office of Research. I am
certain Dr. Mathes will further increase
the effectiveness of the Office of
Research. For more details of his
achievements, you may consult his web
site: www.vet.ohio-state.edu/docs/biosci/
faculty/mathes/mathes.html.
My greatest helper, supporter, friend,
and confidant, is the College's research
coordinator Michele Morscher. Having
moved through the ranks from groom
in the Veterinary Teaching Hospital to
her current role as research coordinator,
she introduced me to the scope and
details of the job. She has an excellent
feel for the College's "temperature," is
well liked and trusted by the faculty,
and has a way to get things done. She
supported me through many difficult
challenges. I trust she will continue
to do the same for my successor, Dr.
Mathes, and thus provide the desirable
continuity in the daily tasks of that
office.

Michele Morscher

It was a challenge to establish a central
ized research vision and leadership with
the goal to increase the College's research
mission at a time when limited resources
and support were available. Although
often wishing to be more successful, I
am now convinced that the groundwork
has been laid in support of a greater
college research mission. The College
of Veterinary Medicine has all the
resources and opportunities necessary
to rise to the eminence it so desires
among its peer colleges.
As for my personal future, I have been
invited and have accepted to continue to
lead the Biomedical Engineering Center
of the College of Engineering for
another two years.
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Important Developments Throughout the Academic Year
Research Space Oversight
Committee

T

hree years ago, a Research Space
Oversight Committee was estab
lished. Composed of one senior faculty
member from each of the three
departments, it is responsible for
assessing the use of research space in
the College and recommending research
space assignments to the Dean. This
Committee has developed guidelines
that are fair and effective in dealing
with the growing research needs of
the College. The committee's many
recommendations have all been accepted
and approved by the Dean and well
respected by the colleges researchers. As
a result, the available space is being
utilized most effectively. The committee,
however, has often commented that
research space remains the bottleneck
for further research expansion.

Research Space Is Becoming
Available
The availability of research labs is one of
the most serious restrictions to academic
research throughout the nation, includ
ing OSU and the College of Veterinary
Medicine. Seven years ago plans were
made and executed to replace the old
Sisson Hall, and with it, the bulk of the
College's research labs. The result was
the new Veterinary Medicine Academic
Building, now in use for more than two
years. Two floors contain 27 state-of
the-art research labs and accompanying
common-use research service labs. These
laboratories have boosted the faculty's
research programs and are anticipated
to influence national competitiveness
of our faculty for research funding.
Unfortunately, there was no net
increase in laboratory space.
During the past academic year, however,
two alternative space solutions devel
oped: 1) The Ohio State Race Lab
moved out of the Veterinary Teaching
Hospital and into the Animal Disease
Diagnostic Laboratory, Ohio Department
of Agriculture, in Reynoldsburg.

Consequently, 5,104 square feet of labo
ratory space is now added to the College
controlled research space. Funds will
now have to be identified for the renova
tion and upgrading of the space to
become suitable for modern biomedical
research requirements. 2) In addition,
the lab animal housing area in the Goss
Laboratory, no longer used by ULAR,
has been assigned as research space.
There were many unsuccessful university
internal and external requests to fund
renovation. Recently, Dr. Michael
Lairmore received an excellent score on
an NIH/NCRR renovation grant that
will likely be funded. Through it, about
3,000 square feet of currently unused
space will be converted into modern
research lab space. This grant will also
modernize an additional 3,000 square
feet of antiquated lab space.

Progress in the Pursuit of
the Strategic Plan
The College's Strategic Plan of 2001
proposed to significantly increase the
colleges research enterprise. One pro
posed way to do that was to increase the
number of research competitive faculty
members by hiring new, research
intensive scientists. During the 2003
academic year, the College faculty was
asked to submit proposals to the College
administration on how they would
suggest creating focused research
programs and hiring new faculty into
collaborative team efforts, to be called
signature areas. The faculty has respond
ed very positively and two focus areas
have been submitted so far: Infectious
Disease/Immunology and Comparative
Oncology. Both applications were
reviewed favorably by the Deans and
Chairs Committee, and the Comparative
Oncology group was given the go-ahead
to begin their search for a new faculty
position.

Dr. Julie Funk

College Research Day
Dr. Julie Funk from the Department of
Veterinary Preventive Medicine planned
and chaired this year's Advances in
Veterinary Medicine Day on April 15,
2004. This event is designed to highlight
research and scholarship being per
formed by College faculty and students.
It is a way for the College community to
come together and learn about exciting
research being carried out by colleagues.
Eighty-eight scientific posters (a record
level of submissions) were displayed in
Sisson Hall. Graduate and veterinary
student poster presentations were evalu
ated by 20 faculty judges and awards
presented to eight students that will be
used to support their travel to national
and international scientific meetings
to present their research.
The keynote address "Down on the
Farm: Striving to Make Food Safer
Through Public Health Surveillance
and Applied Research" was given by
Fred J. Angulo, DVM, PhD. Dr. Angulo
is chief of FoodNet and the National
Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring
System Unit (NARMS) at the Centers
for Disease Control. The topic was
intended to place more emphasis on
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Dr. Fred J. Angulo

veterinary public health as a major part
of the public charge to the veterinary
medicine profession. The event was
sponsored by the College's Alumni
Society, Pfizer Animal Health, and the
Office of the Dean.
The following participants were awarded
in six different categories. The awardees
received travel support to a scientific
meeting to present their work. The
College may view these winners as its
investment in possible candidates for
academic careers.
Veterinary Student/SOAR Program
Paul Ramsey, for his poster
"Synchronization of the ovarian cycle
in llamas and alpacas through
induction of ovulation by
exogenous hormone therapy"
Veterinary Students
Sarah Barr, for her poster "Detection
of porcine circovirus type 2 in
archival porcine tissues"
Immunology and Infectious Diseases
Amrithraj Nair, for his poster
"Human T lymphotropic virus-type 1

Pictured above front row, l-r: Jeannette Messer, TiffyZachos, Deanna Schaefer, Carrie Kosarek,
Bindu Michael, Sarah Barr, Yingie Zhang, Heather Miller, Jennifer Deck, and Thattawan
Kaewsakhorn; top row, l-r: Interim dean John Hubbell, Colin Schwarzwald, Paul Ramsey,
Tom Carsillo, Ihab Younis, Amrithraj Nair, Xinsheng Zhang, Dr. Julie Funk and Nichole Placek

accesory protein P121 modulates
cellular gene expression and enhances
expression of p300 in T lymphocytes"
Molecular and Cellular Biology
Bindu Michael, for her poster "Role
of human T-lymphotropic virus type
lp30 II in regulation of cellular gene
transcription"
Yingie Zhang, for her poster
"Molecular mechanism of C/EBP_
gene transcription: the recruitment,
interaction and function of SP1,
STAT3, NcoA/SRCl, P300 and
chromatin remodeling complex
components"
Structure Function
Murali Vara Prasad Nadella, for his
poster "Establishment and
characterization of a SCID/NOD
mouse model of canine T-cell
lymphoma with hypercalcemia:
gene expression profiling and in vivo
bioluminescent imaging of
lymphoma-hints on tumorigenesis"
Clinical Research
Carrie Kosarek, for her poster
"Intravesical paclitaxel nanoparticles

in dogs with transitional cell
carcinoma of the urinary bladder:
a pilot study"
Jeannette Messer, for her poster
"Polymerase chain reaction using
universal bacterial primers for
diagnosis of canine bacterial
meningoenchephalitis"
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Celebrating Undergraduate Student Research

M

ore and more undergraduate
students, often with plans to
eventually enroll in the veterinary
curriculum, are volunteering in veteri
nary research labs. The College fosters
this trend as an excellent means to
encourage research-oriented undergrad
uate students to enter the veterinary
student pool. Many of them take their
student research role very seriously, as
shown by the following example.
The Richard J. and Martha D. Denman
Undergraduate Research Forum show

cases the work of nearly 300 undergrad
uate researchers in the following
research areas: agricultural/ environ
mental sciences, arts/architecture,
biological sciences, business/social and
behavioral sciences, education/ speech
and hearing science, engineering, health
professions, humanities, mathematical
and physical sciences, and psychology.
This year's undergraduate award-win
ning research included projects in areas
such as fuel cells, predictions of body
image and reactivity to stress, speech
perception, cancer studies, the pottery of

Jamie Berning, a junior in animal sciences is a student research assistant in Dr. Julie Funk's
research lab within the Department of Veterinary Preventive Medicine. Jamie placed first ($750)
in the Denman Undergraduate Research Forum in the Agriculture/Environmental Science
section. She also participated in the Animal Sciences section in the College of Food, Agriculture,
and Environmental Sciences Undergraduate Research Forum, where she placed first ($100).
The title of Jamie's poster was "Determining intra-pig variability of the antimicrobial resistance
reservoir: the case of tet (C)."

Ohio, and sea floor geology. In its ninth
year, participation in the Denman
Forum has increased dramatically from
the 79 undergraduates in the first forum
to the nearly 300 students who present
ed their research this year. The forum
is one of the university's programs that
was established to increase awareness
and involve more undergraduate
students in research, making this
an integral part of their education.
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Top Nine Faculty Research Programs for 2003
The top nine faculty researchers of the College of Veterinary Medicine, ranked according to their extramural research expenditures,
Fiscal Year 2003.

Principal
Investigator

Titles/Rank

Department of
Veterinary

Primary Source
of Funding

Rikihisa, Y

M.S., Ph.D., Professor

Biosciences

NIH

Rosol, T.

D.V.M.,
Ph.D., Professor and Assoc.
VP-Research

Biosciences

NIH and Schering PI

Lairmore, M.

D.V.M., Ph.D.,
Professor and Chair

Biosciences

NIH and U.

Green, P.

Ph.D., Professor

Biosciences

NIH

DeWille, J

M.P.H., Ph.D., Professor

Biosciences

NIH and DOD

Hamlin, R.

D.V.M., Ph.D.

Biosciences

Industry and
Foundations

Mathes, L.

Ph.D., Professor and
Director Retrovirus Ctr.

Biosciences

U. and Batelle
Collaborations

Buffington, C

D.V.M., Ph.D.,
Professor

Clinical Sciences

NIH, Fdn, and U.
Collaborations

Stich, R.

Ph.D.
Assoc. Professor

Preventive Medicine

NIH

The top three faculty researchers in the three veterinary academic departments, ranked
according to their extramural research expenditures, Fiscal Year 2003.
Veterinary Biosciences

Rikihisa, Y
Rosol, T
Lairmore, M

Veterinary Clinical Sciences

Buffington, C.
Meurs, K.
Colitz, C.

Veterinary Preventive Medicine

Stich, R.
Wittum, T.
Funk, J.
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Research Funding
The Ohio State University: College of Veterinary Medicine Award Report 01/01/2003 - 12/31/2003

Department

Number of Projects

Funded Amount

VET CLINICAL SCIENCE

39

$1,235,822

VET MEDICINE ADMIN

2

$ 72,000

VET PREVENTIVE MED

13

$1,024,766

VETERINARY BIOSCIENC

41

$6,957,997

Total

95

$9,290,585

Awarding Agencies and Project Titles for 2003
Veterinary Clinical Sciences
Sponsor

Title

PI w/o Co-I (+)

Abbott Labs

Treatment of hypotension and determination of blood
chemical values after administration of Hextend and
LRS in isoflurane anesthetized dogs.

MUIR, WILLIAM W III

Abbott Labs

Evaluation of S(+)- ketamine for the induction and
maintenance of anesthesia in cats-INAD 10-901.

MUIR, WILLIAM W III

Alpaca Owners &
Breeders/Alpaca Registry

Development of an international camelid health network

ANDERSON, DAVID E

Am College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologists

Evaluation of advanced glycation end-products in
diabetic and inherited canine cataracts.

COLITZ, CARMEN

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

Linkage analysis of familial dilated cardiomyopathy
in the Doberman Pinscher.

MEURS, KATHRYN M

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

Linkage analysis of familial subvalvular aortic stenosis
in the Newfoundland dog.

MEURS, KATHRYN M

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

Molecular analysis of familial ventricular arrhythmias
in the boxer dog.

MEURS, KATHRYN M

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

The assessment of ejection murmurs in the boxer dog.

MEURS, KATHRYN M

2003

Sponsor

Title

PIw/oCo-I(+)

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

Determination of the clinical phenotype and inherited
nature of familial subvalvular aortic stenosis in the Rottweiler.

MEURS, KATHRYN M

Am Kennel Club
Canine Health Fdn

The effects of acupuncture, electroacupuncture and
transcutaneous cranial electrical stimulation on isoflurane
requirements in dogs: A comparative study.

SKARDA, ROMAN T

AO Vet Centre
(Zurich, Switzerland)

Meniscal release disrupts stifle joint load transmission.

JOHNSON, KENNETH A

Boehringer Ingelheim
Vetmedica, Inc

Clinical trial of aerosol beclomethasone dipropionate
in horses with recurrent airway obstruction.

MUIR, WILLIAM W III

Columbus Zoo

Comparison of nutrient digestibility between browsing
ruminant, intermediate selective-browsing ruminant,
and grazing ruminant species.

ANDERSON, DAVID E

Depuy, Inc

SIS collateral ligament repair.

BERTONE, ALICIA L

Depuy, Inc

Cartilage repair investigation in the equine model,
pre-clinical ACRU long-term study.

BERTONE, ALICIA L

lams Co

Support of graduate student in exercise physiology.

HINCHCLIFF, KENNETH W

International Veterinary
Acupuncture Soc.

The effect of low (2 Hz), high (100 Hz), and 2 and 100 Hz
alternating frequencies of electroacupuncture on cutaneous
and rectal pain thresholds, and immunoreactivity of
methionine-enkephalin and dynorphin in venous plasma
and spinal fluid of horses.

SKARDA, ROMAN T SR

Jurox Pty Ltd

The cardiovascular and respiratory safety of
Alfaxan(R)-CD-RTU when administered intravenously
to dogs at 2, 6 and 20 mg/kg.

MUIR, WILLIAM W III

Merial Ltd

Efficacy, safety and acceptability of ML-1, 785, 713, oral
paste in horses for the control of pain and inflammation
associated with osteoarthritis under field conditions.

BERTONE, ALICIA L

Morris Animal Fdn

Oral glucosamine therapy of canine osteoarthritis.

JOHNSON, KENNETH A

Morris Animal Fdn

Gene expression profiling of relapsed lymphona in dogs.

KISSEBERTH, WILLIAM C

Nat In Diabetes & Digestive
& Kidney Disease

Adrenoceptor function in cats with interstitial cystitis.

BUFFINGTON, CHARLES A

Research Report

10

Sponsor

Title

PI w/o Co-I (+)

OH Animal Health Fdn

Developmenmt of a PCR- based assay for the diagnosis
of fungal keratitis in horses.

COLITZ, CARMEN

Pharmacia & Upjohn Inc

Multicenter, placebo-controlled, double-blind, randomized
study of oral PHA-291639E in treatment of dogs with
recurrent mast cell tumors.

COUTO, C GUILLERMO

Univ of California
at Los Angeles

Sex-related differences in CRF, oxytocin and noradrenergic
function in cats with interstitial cystitis.

BUFFINGTON, CHARLES A

Univ of Pittsburgh

Role of nitric oxide in interstitial cystitis.

BUFFINGTON, CHARLES A

Univ of Rochester

Role of PTPase LAR in EGF receptor signaling in
mammary gland.

KISSEBERTH, WILLIAM C

USA Equestrian

Development of real-time RT-PCR of the glucose transporter
type 4 to assess gene expression in exercising horses.

HINCHCLIFF, KENNETH W

Veterinary Preventive Medicine
Sponsor

Title

PI w/o Co-I (+)

Centers For Disease
Control & Prevention

Programs to prevent the emergence and spread of
antimicrobial resistance in swine as food animals.

FUNK, JULIE A

Coop State Res Educ
& Extension Service

The effect of sub-therapeutic chlortetracycline on the
antimicrobial resistance reservoir in the fecal flora of swine.

FUNK, JULIE A

Fort Dodge Labs

Equine protozoal myeloencephalopathy vaccine.

SAVILLE, WILLIAM J A

Fort Dodge Labs

Efficacy studies of Sarcocystis neurona vaccine.

SAVILLE, WILLIAM J A

Iowa State Univ

Ecological fitness of antibiotic resistant Campylobacter
in poultry.

MORISHITA, TERESA Y

Morris Animal Fdn

Phosphate depletion as a risk factor for disease syndromes
in captive black rhinoceros.

SAVILLE, WILLIAM J A

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Student opportunities in applied research.

MONAHAN, CLIFTON M

Nat Inst of Allergy &
Infectious Diseases

Transmission of Ehrlichia chaffeensis by adult ticks.

STICH, ROGER W

North Carolina State Univ

Source, diversity and resistance of foodborne pathogens
in swine and pork.

FUNK, JULIE A

2003
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Sponsor

Title

PIw/oCo-I( + )

Pfizer Inc

Development of a swine influenza reference laboratory
for vaccine efficacy studies.

SLEMONS, RICHARD D

Univ of Nebraska

Comparing antimicrobial usage in commercially-raised and
organically-raised chickens and turkeys and the development
of antimicrobial resistance in Campylobacter jejuni.

MORISHITA, TERESA Y

Virginia Polytechnic Inst

Effects of prophylactic treatment of horses with pnazuril on
the development of clinical signs of EPM following challenge
with S. neurona.

SAVILLE, WILLIAM J A

Veterinary Biosciences
Sponsor

Title

PIw/oCo-I(+)

Am Heart Assn-Ohio
Affiliate Inc

Leptin opposes interleukin-Ibeta-induced
myocardial suppression.

RADIN, M JUDITH

Battelle Memorial Inst

Anthrax vaccine research program.

MATHES, LAWRENCE E

Childrens Res Inst
(Columbus)

Primate core for testing VEE-based HIV vaccines.

STROMBERG, PAUL C

Fogarty Inat Ctr

Structure-function analyses of HIV rev and HTLV rex.

GREEN, PATRICK L

Fogarty Inat Ctr

Studies of p30 II and pl3 in HTLV-1 infection.

LAIRMORE, MICHAEL D

Merial Ltd

Further studies to assess potentiation of PCV-2 related
wasting disease by parenteral vaccination of young
gnotobiotic swine with commercially available biologicals.

KRAKOWKA, GEORGE S

Merial Ltd

Ehrlichia canis vaccine project.

RIKIHISA.YASUKO

Morris Animal Fdn

Oral squamous cell carcinoma in cats: preclinical therapy
& inhibition of bone resorption.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Nat Cancer Institute

C/EBP delta controls mammary epith cell G growth arrest.

DEWILLE, JAMES W

Nat Cancer Institute

H.pylori gastric proliferation and inflammatory cytokines.

. EATON, KATHRYN A

Nat Cancer Institute

Modulators of EMT in skin carcinogenesis.

KUSEWITT, DONNA F

Nat Cancer Institute

Mechanism of pl2I and p30II in HTLV-1 infection.

LAIRMORE, MICHAEL D

Nat Cancer Institute

Retroviral models of lymphocyte transformation and disease.

LAIRMORE, MICHAEL D

Nat Cancer Institute

Chemopreventive effects of dietary cottonseed oil.

LIN, YOUNG C

Research Report
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Veterinary Biosciences
Sponsor

Title

PI w/o Co-I (+)

Nat Cancer Institute

Exposure to beef growth promoter in breast cancer.

LIN, YOUNG C

Nat Cancer Institute

Lung cancer: Role of PTHrP and regulation by TGF-beta.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Nat Cancer Institute

Aberrant DNA methylation in acute myeloid leukemia.

RUSH, LAURA J

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Research training for veterinary students.

LAIRMORE, MICHAEL D

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Animal models of molecular pathogenesis of HTLV-1.

LAIRMORE, MICHAEL D

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Mouse pathobiology: Models of human disease.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Mouse models of cancer, bone disease, and lactation.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Nat Center for Research
Resources

Measurement of cells in vivo: IVIS light imaging system.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Nat In Drug Abuse

Psychostimulants and lentiviral infection of neural cells.

MATHES, LAWRENCE E

Nat In Neurological
Disorders & Stroke

The cellular stress response in viral encephalitis.

OGLESBEE, MICHAEL J

Nat Inst of Allergy &
Infectious Diseases

Ehrlichiacidal mechanism in leukocytes.

RIKIHISA, YASUKO

Nat Inst of Allergy &
Infectious Diseases

Gene expression by human granulocytic ehrlichiosis agent.

RIKIHISA.YASUKO

Pfizer Inc

Acute intravenous cardiovascular pharmacology study
of CP-325,366 in beagle dogs.

HAMLIN, ROBERT L

Schering-Plough Res Inst

Effects of SCH488900 on prostate volume in Beagles with
spontaneous prostatic hyperplasia.

ROSOL, THOMAS J

Transoma Medical

Evaluation of a new device for chronic measurement of left
atrial and left ventricular pressure.

HAMLIN, ROBERT L

TX Biotechnology Corp

Effect of argatroban infusion on ventricular repolarization
in dogs with heart failure induced by chronic pacing.

HAMLIN, ROBERT L

Univ of New Mexico

Activated EGF receptor in ovarian cancer.

KUSEWITT, DONNA F

Univ of New Mexico

Growth factor modulation of re-epithelialization.

KUSEWITT, DONNA F

Univ of New Mexico

Reactivated HSV-1 disease in immune compromised hosts.

KUSEWITT, DONNA F

Univ of Southern California

Pathogenetic mechanisms in feline leukemia.

MATHES, LAWRENCE E

Nat Center For Research

Altered brain gene expression and neuron loss in FIV.

MATHES, LAWRENCE E
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participants in departmental graduate
programs, or as resource persons for
the college's graduate students.
The Dean's Award for Creativity in
Teaching was presented to Dr. Julie Funk,

assistant professor of veterinary preven
tive medicine. This award recognizes a
faculty member for creativity in teaching.
Its goal is to motivate risk
taking in the implementation of
innovative approaches to veterinary
medical education.
The William L. Ingalls Award was
presented to Dr. C. Allen Shaffer, director
of veterinary educational resources. This
award recognizes individuals who have
provided exceptional service to the
College. Recipients of the award shall
have demonstrated continued dedication
to the College and will have had a sus
tained impact on its programs. This
award came at a special time for Dr.
Shaffer, as he retired from the College
on July 1 after 30 years of service. While
working at the College, Dr. Shaffer
completed a Ph.D. degree at Ohio State,
and, in 2004, a law degree from Capital
University. He is currently preparing for
a new career in law.

Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa

Dr. Julie Funk

Dr. Stephen Bichard, associate professor of
Veterinary Clinical Sciences, leads the singing
of "Carmen Ohio."

Dr. Jean Sander, associate dean of Student
Affairs, places hood on senior class president
Winford Maset.

Dr. Michael J. Oglesbee

Dr. C. Allen Shaffer
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Alpha Psi News
by Rachel Elliott, VME III
President
What an exciting and busy year this was
for Alpha Psi! Since our last update, our
members returned from National
Convention full of new
ideas and excitement about
2007 - when our own
Alpha Chapter will host the
National Convention and
Alpha Psi will celebrate 100
years! But until that time,
we have many things to do!
Last February, we elected
new officers to take over
the reins as our juniors
prepared to enter clinics.
While we don't see them as much as we
used to, their example and leadership
remains just as important. We wish
them the best of luck in their final year
of school!
At the Midwest Veterinary Conference,
we held our annual Alumni Dinner and
honored members for service to the
fraternity. We also honored our

graduating seniors; we are very proud
of all of them and hope that their time
with us here at Ohio State will never
be forgotten. You will all be missed;
good luck!
Our spring philanthropy
project was a drive for the
Ohio Wildlife Center. We
encouraged students, faculty
and staff to bring in all sorts
of useful items from office
supplies to aquariums and
blankets. The final day of
the Wildlife Center drive was
capped off with our spring
party where the theme was
"80's Night" and the cover
charge was an item for the
Wildlife Center. It was a great way to
bring members and friends together in
philanthropy! We were excited to help
them out and hope that we can do so
again in the future.
On a sadder note, June 14, 2004, was our
last day in our home at 2001 Olentangy
River Road. We are extremelv grateful

for the many wonderful years spent
there, and we thank all of the students,
alumni, faculty and friends who helped
make so many wonderful memories
with us. To mark the end of our years
at this house, Alpha Psi hosted the
"Last Bash: A Buckin' Good Time"!
All of our alumni, friends, faculty and
fellow students were invited to come
and celebrate with us. Lots of food,
drinks, live music, and a mechanical
bull helped us say goodbye in style!
Many thanks to all who attended; your
presence and support made it such
a memorable night.
Our alumni and investors are teaming
up to relocate the fraternity; all we have
to do now is find the perfect home!
If all goes as planned, we'll be settled in
by the beginning of the new school year.
As we packed up the last few boxes and
prepared to move, we were excited to
look ahead to our new house and
another year of service and fellowship.

OTS News
by Bryan Elliott, VME III
President
With the start of fall quarter, we look
forward to seeing all of our old friends
and meeting new ones in the first year
class. We hope to get the Class of 2008
interested and involved in the fraternity.
Hopefully, we can top the number of
members who pledged in last year's
class. With the graduation of four of
our residents last spring, this year also
provides a great opportunity to get
some new bodies living in the house.
With all of the newly elected officers
firmly settled into their positions, we
are ready to tackle another year. The
fraternity continued its excellence in
community service with many events
last spring. The Habitat for Humanity
project continued and a dog wash was
held with all donations going to the
Franklin Countv Animal Shelter.

A fundraiser was held once again for
Canine Companions for Independence.
We had a great location for the event
this year at Flanagan's and
$1,000 was raised to help
with the training of the
helping dogs. A new activity
was making Valentine cards
for kids at Columbus
Childrens Hospital. Tables
were set up in the veterinary
college buildings for people
to hand make cards that
were given to the kids.
The big social event of the
spring was the Annual Hog Roast
that provided some needed time to blow
off steam after a difficult year. I think
that some people may still be recovering!
We also had a retirement party for
Dr. Bruce Hull that coincided with
the Midwest Veterinary Conference.

Alumni are continuing to help us make
the OTS house even better. We installed
a new privacy fence around the back of
the property. The old rickety
fence has been replaced with a
new six-foot fence. It was a lot
of work and I really want to
thank those who helped with
the task and the alumni for
making it possible.
Within the fraternity we
strive for excellence in our
community service while
also maintaining a relaxed
environment for social
gatherings. The support of the
veterinary community at Ohio State
is greatly appreciated. Thank you for
all of your support and we look
forward to fall quarter.

Development News
difference in our ability to reach
these goals.
Even so, our vision for this great College
demands that we do more. Implement
ing the strategic plan requires our best
efforts over a sustained period of time.
In light of recent decreases in public
funding, we are placing an even greater
emphasis on obtaining the resources
needed to make our strategic plan
a reality.
Your generosity has made this College
great; your further support will ensure
our success far into the future. For
additional information or to review
the College's strategic plan, please visit
our web site at www.vet.osu.edu
Karen Longbrake
Director of Development

A Vision for the Future
The College is moving forward with
its aspirations to become the world's
"premier" college of veterinary
medicine. An ambitious strategic plan,
supported broadly and enthusiastically
by the faculty and staff, is guiding the
College toward this goal. We offer a
distinguished academic program, high
quality learning experiences, and
outreach efforts that fulfill our mission
as a land-grant institution by addressing
society's most compelling needs.
We are well on our way, thanks to the
invaluable support of alumni, friends
and corporate and foundation partners
from across the country. Your gifts
support scholarships and fellowships,
faculty chairs and professorships,
research and technology, state of the art
new facilities, outreach programs, and
a wide variety of other projects and
initiatives. You are making a huge

Marysville Groundbreaking
The College broke ground on a new
large animal clinic in Marysville last
spring. Upon completion in spring 2005,
the practice will move from its current
location in Marysville to the new 10,000
square-foot building, which will include
a surgery suite, pharmacy, conference
room, classroom, housing
for students, and faculty offices.
The Marysville Ambulatory rotation
offers students hands-on experience
in large animal medicine and is
consistently rated as one of the top
rotations in the College of Veterinary
Medicine curriculum. If you are
interested in supporting this effort,
there are several naming opportunities
available. Please contact the Development
office at 614-688-8433, or e-mail
bleichrodt.5@osu.edu, for more
information.

Challenge Update
March 31, 2004, was the deadline for
the first (building) phase of our
anonymous challenge. I am pleased to
announce that we exceeded our million
dollar goal! Gifts and pledges totaling
$1,018,431 were received and I am proud
to say that we met our fund-raising
goal for the new building. Naming
opportunities are still available and
any new gifts will be used to create
an endowment to supplement the
College's new facility.
The second (endowment) phase of the
challenge is now in full swing. We
received 14 new endowments since the
challenge began, totaling $763,000. In
this phase ot the challenge, the donor
will give the College one dollar for every
two dollars pledged. Many more oppor
tunities for support still exist; Tracy
Bleichrodt and I would be happy to
discuss these with you. Finally, we urge
you to help us take advantage of this
anonymous challenge. We have the
opportunity to increase the College's
endowment a total of $12 million by
taking full advantage of this wonderful
opportunity.
I hope you all enjoyed the wonderful
summer weather and took some time to
relax and smell the roses. Take care and
Go Bucks!
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Faculty Appointments
the development of an Lmmunophenotyping
Service at OSU, a common laboratory
procedure in human medicine, but
still a growing science in veterinary
medicine. She will be the director of
this program and expects to collaborate
with clinicians on the diagnosis and
phenotyping of lymphomas and
leukemias, e.g. T-cell, B-cell, or mono
cytic. One of the most important aspects
of the project is the establishment of
databases for prospective analysis that
can be correlated with response to
treatment, allowing more specific
treatment plans and prognosis to be
developed in the future.

Dr. Mary Jo Burkhard
Veterinary Biosciences
by Cheryl Donnell, VME II

T

he Department of Veterinary
Biosciences welcomes Mary Jo
Burkhard, DVM, PhD, Diplomate ACVP
(clinical pathology) as an assistant
professor. Her education and experience
includes undergraduate and DVM
studies at Michigan State, private
practice in Indiana for three years,
and completion of a residency and PhD
degree at Colorado State. She also
completed four years as an assistant
professor at North Carolina State
University.

Dr. Burkhard has several roles through
out the College of Veterinary Medicine.
Her research lab is actively investigating
feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV)
and its relationship to immune function,
with particular focus on mucosal
immunity. New tools and techniques
allow Dr. Burkhard's lab to pursue this
interest and reveal concepts that may be
important to other infectious diseases.
Dr. Burkhard also fulfills the role of a

Dr. Mary Jo Burkhard

clinical pathologist as she helps train
residents and interprets cytopathology
samples. She will also contribute to the
teaching mission of the College by
teaching courses for both veterinary and
graduate students.
Quite possibly one of the most exciting
goals that Dr. Burkhard is pursuing is

In addition to the numerous hours
Dr. Burkhard will spend at Ohio State,
she also hopes to have time to enjoy
her hobbies which include gardening,
photography, open water kayaking, or
simply relaxing at home with her
husband and several cats. The faculty,
staff, and students at Ohio State extend
a warm welcome to Dr. Burkhard and
look forward to her many contributions
to research and education.

Department Updates
Department of
Preventive Medicine
by Gretchen Goode, VME II

Collaboration with Prison Farms
I n addition to looking forward to the
' Department of Veterinary Preventive
Medicine's 70th anniversary, chairman
Dr. Kent Hoblet and the department
faculty are excited about several projects
they have been involved with in recent
months. One impressive project includes
the relationship the College of Veterinary
Medicine has enjoyed with the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and
Corrections prison farm systems for
over 60 years. Recently, there has been
great expansion in the role that
veterinary faculty have within the
farming systems and in the College's
use of the ODRC's resources.
Drs. Fernando Silveira and Fred
DeGraves, both assistant clinical
professors in veterinary preventive
medicine, serve as the primary
veterinarians for all ten of the farms
in the Ohio prison system. They serve
as consultants for any of the livestock
needs, including health maintenance,
emergency work, and farm manage
ment, and they maintain a large role in
the education of fourth year veterinary
students during their preventive
medicine rotation. While the prison
systems benefit greatly from the farms,
the university's benefits are numerous
as well. The prison farm system has over
12,000 acres that are used to produce
crops needed for feeding beef cattle,
dairy cattle, and swine necessary to feed

approximately 42,000 inmates. The
farms are run by a farm manager,
assistant farm managers, and farm
coordinators who supervise inmate
labor. Currently, the ODRC has two
small slaughter plants. A new slaughter
plant with capabilities of processing
either 80 head of cattle or 140 head of
swine per day is under construction
at the Pickaway County site. Both Drs.
Silveira and DeGraves are compensated
from a contract with ODRC while the
university benefits from their teaching.
During their fourth year, veterinary
students are taken to one of many
supervised OSU teaching labs found
on the prison farms and are given the
opportunity for hands-on learning in
many aspects of dairy and beef produc
tion medicine. In addition, the farm
systems offer large, herd-based resources
for applied veterinary research at no
cost to the College.

rescue group. The inmates are then
responsible for providing 10 to 12 weeks
of obedience training to the animals,
after which the animals are returned to
the humane society for adoption.
Inmates are involved with all aspects of
the animal's care, and the veterinary
students will often do physical exams,
give advice, and answer questions they
have involving their dog. There are
about 15 to 20 inmates involved in the
program at one time, and the relation
ship that forms between animal and
caretaker becomes a huge part of the
inmate's rehabilitation. The students
benefit from the teaching opportunity
while providing a great act of communi
ty service and outreach, a learning
experience that will hopefully carry
over into their careers.

Inmates Learn Animal Care from
Veterinary Students

Another example of a unique teaching
opportunity during the fourth year
preventive medicine rotation is Dr. Cliff
Monahan's day at Big Darby Creek.
Dr. Monahan discusses environmental
health issues not addressed in the typical
veterinary curriculum. He examines
different research being done to
determine how agriculture and urban
areas are affecting water quality. His goal
is not to place blame on the agricultural,
industrial or urban sectors. His topics
focus on how the current practices
in agriculture may be affecting our
environment and how a veterinarian
should be a scientific resource in his/her
community. Within the classroom,
Dr. Monahan uses his time with the
fourth year students to highlight new
ideas being developed to prevent the

Dr. Charles Neer also utilizes the ODRC's
resources in the departmental teaching
program, but his focus is on small
animal medicine. For the past 18
months, Dr. Neer has been taking one
to four senior students per month to
both the Orient Corrections and the
London Corrections Institute. While
there, each student presents a 30 to 60
minute presentation on a canine medical
topic to inmates participating in the
prison's dog handler program. Topics
covered range from ear care to orthope
dic problems. Inmates are carefully
screened prior to participation in the
program. Once selected, they receive
dogs from a humane organization or

Students Exposed to
Environmental Health Issues
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A group of senior students at Big Darby Creek.

contamination in the first place, for
example, the creation of riparian buffer
systems between farm fields and water
sources or treatment wetlands tor
manure. Buffer systems are made up
of perennial plants whose deep root
systems create a microhabitat that neu
tralizes contaminants. Such systems are
also applicable to industrial and urban
contaminants because the bacterial
community in wetlands or root systems
can metabolize many pollutants.
The classroom experience is then
followed by a canoeing trip to the Big
Darby Creek (a designated national
scenic river) with the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources to illustrate how
stream health is monitored. Veterinarians
can and do function as respected
spokespersons in their communities
on a wide range of topics, and the
Department of Veterinary Preventive
Medicine would like all of our College
graduates to have a better understanding
of the issues faced by agriculture today.

the surge of West Nile
Virus and Mad Cow
Disease in the news,
the demand for indi
viduals educated in
public health manage
ment has skyrocketed.
The School of Public
Health has had a
Master of Public
Health program for
several years, and the
current guidelines
specify that the student
choose one of five
areas of specialization:
biostatistics, epidemi
ology, environmental
health sciences, health
services administration, and social and
behavioral sciences. The proposed
changes will add veterinary sciences as
a specialization and those students will
take many of their classes in the College
of Veterinary Medicine. The new pro
gram begins in the fall of 2005 and will
target pre-veterinary students wishing
to expand their experience prior to
veterinary school.

Faculty Continue Research
on Ticks

Master of Public Health
Degree Added

Finally, Dr. Bill Stich leads a team ot
veterinarians and graduate students
who, often in collaboration with Drs.
Yasuko Rikihisa of veterinary biosciences
and Glen Needham of the Department
of Entomology, have been furthering
research to help understand the
mechanisms by which certain pathogens
are acquired and transmitted by ticks.
Most related research involves the
transmission of a pathogen from ticks
to vertebrate hosts, but the mechanisms
by which ticks acquire pathogens may
also offer a site for control and preven
tion. Much of Dr. Stich's work involves

In a more classroom-oriented light,
Dr. Tom Wittum has been instrumental
in the development of a new Master
of Public Health degree created as a
partnership between OSU's School of
Public Health and the Department of
Veterinary Preventive Medicine. With

the pathogens that cause canine mono
cytic ehrlichiosis and human monocytic
ehrlichiosis, respectively. Some of his
research also involves Anaplasma
marginale, the agent of bovine
anaplasmosis. These three rickettsial

Ehrlichia amis and Ehrlichia chaffeensis,

agents are obligate intracellular
pathogens of eukaryotes that live within
vacuoles in the host cell's cytoplasm.
In his lab, Dr. Stich initially uses
Ehrlichia canis as a canine model for
the zoonotic pathogen, E. chaffeensis.
Detecting E. canis in the tick is very
difficult and expensive to do
microscopically, and the PCR assay
for the 16 ribosomal RNA gene tradi
tionally used to detect E. canis in dogs
is not always capable of detecting the
agent within individual experimentally
infected ticks. Initial research published
in 2002 illustrated the development of a
new PCR assay that amplifies a different
gene, which is useful for detection in
both dogs and ticks with good sensitivi
ty. This allows researchers to follow
transmission between dog and tick more
accurately. A more accurate PCR assay
for E. chaffeensis detection in ticks has
also been developed during the past
year. Now that the pathogens can be
detected in ticks, Dr. Stich aims to
examine the role that male ticks could
play in pathogen transmission, as well
as pathogen interactions with the tick
host at both molecular and cellular
levels. The work being done with has
been a collaborative effort with investi
gators at Washington State University,
Oklahoma State University, and the
University of Georgia, and is geared
towards determining how anaplasmal
inclusion appendages are formed and
the biological function(s) of an
Anaplasmal actin-associated protein.
Dr. Stich would like to credit those who
contributed these projects, including
Sarah Bisgard, Kirsten Boughan, Bill
Bremer, Jacqueline Farst, Deb Grover,
Amber Renee Hickson, Julia Richardson,
Brian Rizzo and Beth Wagner, and Drs.
Larry Capitini, Sathaporn Jittapalapong,
Nahad Al-Khalidi, Glenn Olah, Jose
de los Santos and John Schaefer.
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Office of Continuing
Education Expands
Programs and Services
By Charles McBrien, VME III
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Participants will be able to download
their choice of courses from the Internet,
view the course on the Internet at
their leisure, and communicate with the
instructor via e-mail, then take a compe
tency test to receive their C.E. credit.
"This will offer veteri
narians and technicians
easy access to the
courses they choose,
delivered in their own
office, or wherever they
are most comfortable,
at any time. This will
provide a great benefit
to professionals as
they attempt to balance
their work and family
time, while staying
up-to-date on innova
tion and technology,"
Dr. Threlfall added.

Dr. Walter R. Threlfall was
appointed to direct the
College's continuing education
program, replacing Rita Remy,
who retired after serving the
university for more than 30
years. "Our goal is to achieve
excellence," Dr. Threlfall said.
"We will do that by offering
outstanding outreach
programs for breeders and
animal owners and by
offering the very best C.E.
courses available anywhere to
Dr. Walter Threlfall
R.
veterinarians and veterinary
technicians. Our courses offer the most
The web-based education offerings will
recent information with engaging
not replace the on-site courses offered
speakers and instructors, and provides
by the College. The ability to conduct
our attendees a pleasant learning
wet labs is a clear benefit that the
experience. We want our attendees to
College's C.E. program has by being able
to provide hands-on learning and
learn new things, to be able to take
experience. Indeed, the focus on
home what they have learned and apply
improving skills through wet labs
it in their practices, and to have an
stems from the idea that active learning
excellent experience while they are
in a practical setting is superior for the
here," Dr. Threlfall explained.
practicing clinician.
One of Dr. Threlfall's charges for the
With a raised and renewed commitment
C.E. program involves exploring new
to C.E., the College is vastly expanding
avenues of promotion and to begin
courses. For example, laser and
offering non-traditional continuing
ultrasound courses will expand to offer
education courses. "We will focus on
an
advanced course and be offered twice
offering courses that are in high demand
per
year. Dr. Threlfall will also expand
by veterinarians, technicians, breeders
his
own
equine shipped semen and
and pet owners. We want professionals
breeding
management courses and his
to be able to make immediate improve
canine
theriogenology
course. Courses
ments to their practices or operations
in
small
animal
anesthesia,
dentistry,
based on what they learn at our courses.
behavior,
dermatology,
endoscopy,
Ultimately, we want all of our attendees
nutrition, and pain management will
to be able to contribute to the improved
be
newly offered. Finally, a myriad
health and quality of life of the animals
of
new
opportunities for veterinary
they care for," Dr. Threlfall said.
technicians is also imminent.
In addition, the C.E. program will take
Courses held on-site at the veterinary
steps to make courses more available
college will be posted on the College
and accessible to those with very busy
web site. Soon, owners and practitioners
schedules. This will be done by offering
will be able to register for courses via the
on-line/on-demand C.E. courses.

Internet. Also, through permission e-mail
notification, owners and practitioners
who opt into the system will be notified
about upcoming courses related to their
interests or specialties.
"We want to build a relationship with
our practitioners and to do so we must
get to know what courses they are most
interested in. This means not only
knowing if they are an equine, food
animal, small animal or mixed animal
practitioner, but also if they are an
alumnus of our College, a recent gradu
ate, or a part-time practitioner. These are
all information items we can use to tailor
our C.E. courses to meet the needs of our
community," Dr. Threlfall said.
For the time being, information about
C.E. courses offered by the College can
be found on the following web site
www.vet.ohio-state.edu\ce, or by
contacting the C.E. office and requesting
to be placed on the e-mail list. In order to
offer the best C.E. courses available and
keep tuition costs low, direct mail
announcements will not be sent unless
requested by contacting the C.E. office.

Lisa Fede

Lisa Fede has been named the
coordinator of Continuing Education.
Her charge is to organize and facilitate
the courses and communications
between the veterinary community and
the College regarding C.E. She may
be reached at fede.l@osu.edu with
any questions.
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Upcoming Continuing
Education Courses
Information on these courses can be
found at www.vet.ohio-state.edu\ce
or by contacting the C.E. office at
(614) 292-8727; e-mail: fede.l@osu.edu

Veterinary Ultrasound - Basic
(6 hours) - September 25, 2004
Veterinary Ultrasound - Advanced
(6 hours) - September 26, 2004
Veterinary Laser Surgery 
Basic Course
(5 hours) - October 2, 2004
Veterinary Laser Surgery 
Advanced Course
(5 hours) - October 3, 2004
Waltham/OSU Symposium
(Gastrointestinal and Liver Disease)
(15 hours) - October 16 - 17, 2004
Food Animal Medicine Conference
(Bovine Respiratory Diseases;
Antimicrobial Use)
(16 hours) - November 5 - 6, 2004
Canine Total Hip
(10 hours) - November 12 - 13, 2004
Camelid Health, Medicine and
Management Conference
(17 hours) - December 3- 4, 2004
Equine Semen Conference
(8 hours) - December 9, 2004
Equine Breeding Management
Conference
(17 hours) - December 10 - 12, 2004
Canine Theriogenology
(Reproduction) Conference
(6 hours/day) - January 22 - 23, 2005
Bovine Theloscopy and Arthroscopy
(6 hours) - January 28, 2005

More courses coming soon.
Visit the web site for updates!

Dr. Hunter (right) accepted the award from Dr. Patrick Green, director of the
Center for Retrovirus Research.

Fifth Annual Distinguished
Research Career Award
Recognizes Progress in
Understanding Viruses that
Cause Cancer and AIDS
Eric Hunter, professor of microbiology
and Director of the University of
Alabama Birmingham Center for AIDS
Research was the 2004 recipient of the
OSU Center for Retrovirus Research
Distinguished Research Career Award,
which recognizes original and significant
research contributions to the field of
retrovirus biology. Dr. Hunter received
the engraved crystal award sculpture and
presented the special lecture "Molecular
Determinants of HIV-1 Envelope
Glycoprotein that Modulate Virus Entry
and Transmission" in April at the College
of Veterinary Medicine.
Dr. Hunter has studied retrovirus genetics
for over 30 years and is a leading
authority on molecular steps used by
retroviruses to enter their target cells.
Biomedical applications of his research
include new antiretroviral drug targets
and vaccine development against human
immunodeficiency virus. Dr. Hunter is
the author ot more than 150 publications

and is internationally recognized for
comparative analysis of retrovirus assem
bly in simian, human and avian hosts.
A fellow of the American Association for
the Advancement of Sciences, Dr. Hunter
has sat on numerous national cancer and
AIDS leadership committees.
Dr. Hunters visit was jointly sponsored
by the Center for Retrovirus Research,
Dept. of Molecular Virology, Immunology
and Medical Genetics, and the Compreheni
sive Cancer Center program in Viral
Oncogenesis. During his two-day visit,
Dr. Hunter met with numerous faculty
and graduate student researchers and
presented a second seminar on his recent
work that defines molecular and cellular
interactions between the retrovirus and
the host protein trafficking machinery.

Newsmakers
Faculty and Student
Honors and Awards

Dr. von Recum Selected as AIMBE
Fellow and Receives Markowitz
Award

Dr. Buffington Honored
with WSAVA Award

AAFP Presents Student Award

D

r. Tony Buffington, professor of
veterinary clinical sciences, has been
awarded the 2004 World Small Animal
Veterinary Association Hills Award for
Excellence in Veterinary Healthcare.
The award recognizes outstanding work
in promoting companion animal
healthcare and the family pet/veterinary
bond through leading edge clinical
nutrition, advanced medical/surgical
techniques, and sensitivity to clients
and patients. Dr. Buffington will receive
this award in October at the WSAVA
World Congress in Greece.

The American Association of Feline
Practitioners has presented its annual
student award to Laurel Tovrea, Class
of 2004. This award is given to a student
who has shown special interest and
aptitude in feline medicine. Dr. Tovrea
was chosen because of her involvement
and commitment to the student chapter
of AAFP throughout her years as a
veterinary student.

Roche Applied Science Awards

Dr. Andreas von Recum

Dr. Andreas von Recum, recently retired
associate dean of research, and director
of OSU biomedical engineering, has been
selected as a fellow of the American
Institute of Medical and Biological
Engineering. AIMBE fellows are chosen
for their important contributions to the
theory or practice of medical and
biological engineering and/or their
unusual accomplishments in promoting
the field.
The Jacob Markowitz Award for 2004,
established by the Academy of Surgical
Research to identify, honor, and promote
outstanding contributions to medicine
through the art, science, and technology
Dr. Tony Buffington

of experimental surgery, was awarded to
Dr. von Recum. He will receive the award
at the annual meeting of the Academy in
October and present the Jacob Markowitz
Lecture at their Annual Awards Banquet.

For the sixth consecutive year, the
research achievements of students within
the Department of Veterinary Biosciences
were awarded. This program recognizes
the annual progress and outstanding
biomedical research productivity of
student scientists within the department.
The first award category is the Roche
Distinguished Graduate Seminar Award.
First place winner is Heather Chandler
(advisors Drs. D. Kusewitt and C. Colitz)
for her talk "Does the Slug Transcription
Factor Play a Role in Ocular Disease?"
Second place winner is Yingjie Zhang
(advisor Dr. J. DeWille) for her talk
"STAT3 is a Key Transcriptional Activator
of the CCAAT Enhancer Binding Protein
D Gene Promoter in Mouse Mammary
Epithelial Cells Upon Oncostatin M."
The Roche Distinguished Graduate
Publication Award recognizes students
who are the lead author of a superior
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veterinary science.

MSU Recognizes Ohio State
Alumnus at Commencement
Dr. Hal C. Schott (DVM '84) was named
an honorary alumnus of the Michigan
State University College of Veterinary
Medicine during its 2004 commencement
ceremony. Dr. Schott, an associate
professor of large animal clinical sciences,
earned his DVM degree from OSU and
PhD degree from Washington State
University. He was recognized for his role
as a scholarly clinician and for his
research on equine exercise physiology.

OSU Alumnus Named Kentucky
State Veterinarian

Dr. Laurel Tovrea received the AAFP award from Dr. Stephen DiBartola, head of small animal medicine.

research publication, judged for out
standing innovation, significance to the
field, and depth of research conclusion.
First place winner is Thomas Carsillo
(advisor Dr. M. Oglesbee) for
"Hyperthermic pre-conditioning
promotes measles virus clearance from
brain in a mouse model of persistent
infection." Second place winner is
Matthew Anderson (advisor Dr. P. Green)
for "Transformation studies with a human
T-cell leukemia virus type 1 molecular
clone." The College is grateful to Roche
for their continued support ot student
research.

Alumni Honors
and Awards
Alumnus Honored with
Posthumous AAHA Award
The American Animal Hospital
Association honored Dr. Gary W.
lohnson (DVM '60) at their annual
meeting with a posthumous award.
Dr. Johnson, who died in July 2003,
co-founded the Oradell Animal Hospital
in Oradell, New Jersey. He guided the
careers of many veterinarians through
Oradell's internship program, which is
one of the top private hospital internship
programs in the United States.
Dr. Johnson previously received the OSU
Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
Recognition Award, the AAHA Northeast
Region Outstanding Service to the
Veterinary Profession Award, and an
award from Cornell University for his
dedication to the advancement of

Dr. Robert Stout of Versailles, Kentucky,
has been named Kentucky's State
Veterinarian by the Kentucky Board of
Agriculture. A 1973 graduate of the
OSU College of Veterinary Medicine,
Dr. Stout has been an equine and cattle
practitioner in Versailles since 1974.
In his former position with the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, Dr. Stout
conducted presentations and training
sessions on biosecurity and disaster
preparedness. In 2003, he worked with
the task force charged with eradicating
Exotic Newcastle Disease in California as
a supervisor of animal movement and
permits. He also served on the disaster
preparedness committee with the
Kentucky VMA, of which he was
secretary-treasurer for 12 years.

Alumni News
Letter From Your Alumni President
Dear Alumni and
Friends,

This issue of The Speculum contains
information about the DVMentorship
program, which is a cooperative effort
of the College of Veterinary Medicine,
the Ohio Veterinary Medical Association
and the OSU Veterinary Alumni Society.
Perhaps the greatest gift we can give is
of our time and talents to mentor a
veterinary student. What better way
to leave a legacy than to share your
experience and knowledge with the
future of our profession. I urge each
of you to participate, and guarantee that
the rewards will be equally shared by
the mentor and mentee.

I want to thank
you for the
opportunity to
serve as President
of the Veterinary
Alumni Society
this past year.
It has been an
honor and
privilege to work
with our College alumni director,
Bonnie Bates, and the outstanding
officers and trustees who make up our
board. Their commitment and dedication
to The Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine is a fine example ot
the outstanding quality of our profession.

Society. We are the most active veterinary
alumni society in the country because of
your support! Please check alumni news
on the College web site at www.vet.ohio
state.edu/. The OSU Veterinary Alumni
Society welcomes your comments,
suggestions and ideas.
Go Buckeyes,

Michelle Harcha, DVM '85
2003-04 President
shellhark@aol.com

Thank you for making the decision to
become a dues paying member. In 2004,
we've had a record number of members
(1,810) join the OSU Veterinary Alumni

The Ohio State University
College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
Mail to: Dr. James Herman
OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
P.O. Box 21403
Columbus, OH 43221

Enclosed is a check for $35
payable to: OSU Veterinary
Medicine Alumni Society
Class 2001 -$30
Class 2002 - $20
Class 2003-$10

Membership January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004
Nnmr

T//7« Year

Address

phrmp {Home)

City

Stnte

Zip

Phone (Business)
E-Mail
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Class Personals

Howard Deacon, Eaton, OH, is retired
and enjoys spending time with his wife,
daughter, and three sons.

1935
Lowell Barnes, Pendleton, IN, recently
celebrated his 90th birthday on April 28,
2004 with 60 of his closest friends
and family.

Donald Gustafson, West Lafayette, IN,
has been very busy acting as past
President of Purdue University Retirees
Association, an official for Purdue Track
& Field, and a member of the Advisory
Board Lafayette Salvation Army, Lafayette
Rotary Club, National Rifle Association,
Indiana ACLU, and National Heritage
Association.

1939
Charles Fox, Elyria, OH, is sad to
announce the death of his wife, Doris,
in February. Dr. Fox has been going to
the office daily to do ordering, paying
bills, and acting as "Gopher."
1941
Robert Habel, Ithaca, NY, along with
Klaus-Dieter Budras released a new book
in October, 2003: Bovine Anatomy, an
Illustrated Text.
1942
Klaus Friedburg, Manistee, MI, and his
wife, Donna, recently returned from a
month long trip to Spain and Italy.
1943
Elden Krantz, West Palm Beach, FL,
is currently retired and enjoying life
in his Florida home.
1944
Harry Boothe, Auburn, AL, moved from
"Aggie Land" to "War Eagle Land," or
Auburn University last August. His son,
Harry Jr. was recently recruited for the
small animal surgery department at the
Auburn University Vet School, and he is
pleased to say that his daughter-in-law
Dawn's new clinical pharmacology book
has opened to good reviews.
Homer Newhouse, Huachuca City, AZ,
is retired and enjoying life in southern
Arizona with lean, his wife of 23 years.
Howard Smith, Fairborn, OH, is very
proud of his granddaughter, Megan Riley,
who will graduate from O.S.L'. in March
2005. Megan will be a third generation
O.S.U. graduate.
1945
James Ashcraft, Centennial, CO,
celebrated his 80th birthday in September
2003. He enjoys volunteering at the Red
Cross and e-mailing fellow veterinarians.

Robert Kissling, Waleska, GA, has retired
from the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. He worked in the virology
section, with major areas of work includ
ing rabies, Eastern Equine Encephalitis
and hepatitis. He has three children
and one grandchild.
Warren Lavelle, Troy, OH is semi-retired
and his grandson Dr. Jason Johnston has
taken over the practice. Dr. Lavelle has
taken up a new hobby, making maple
syrup from trees on a farm and woodland
owned by his son Dr. Tim Lavelle in
Athens County, OH.
1946
Martin Hines, Raleigh, NC, is part of a
very active alumni group in Raleigh that
enjoys attending sports games at the
Hilton Hotel, with as many as 200
other people.
1947
lames Lyday, Boca Raton, FL, continues
to enjoy small animal practice.
1948
William Hadlow, Hamilton, MT, has
been retired for 17 years but still looks
at microscopic specimens for other
pathologists.
1949
Dale Keyser, Charlestown, WV, has
recently retired. His new hobby is
driving horses and ponies.
Don Reeser, Kernersville, NC, is still
carving birds and enjoying life with
his wife Nancv.

1951
Edwin Davis, Springfield, OH, and
his wife Barbara recently returned from
Amiston, AL, where Dr. Davis was a
VMO in charge of a Tyson poultry
processing plant for the USDA, FSIS.
He resigned from this assignment in
2002 because of an allergy to chlorine.
Dr. Davis may now do relief assignments
in Ohio and Florida.
1952
Nevin Berglund, Wilmette, IL, tried
retirement but did not enjoy it, so he has
returned to part time practice. He still
has time for golf and several bands
that he plays in.
1953
J. A. Hines, Oxford, WI, retired in
May. He now devotes full time to
legislative duties.
1954
Franklin Coy, Chagrin Falls, OH, retired
in May and sold the Coy Animal Hospital
to Michael Knicely. Dr. Coy is a member
and past representative to the board of
directors for the OVMA, former presi
dent of the Cleveland Academy of
Veterinary Medicine and a current
member of the AAHA.
1955
Charles Ackley, Kettering, OH, is semi
retired, working one half day a weekwhen
he is not busy. Some of his
favorite pursuits include camping,
gardening, and square dancing.
Richard Pinkston, Princeton, IN, is
retired and enjoys living on his farm.
1956
Harry Conley, Belle Center, OH, still
enjoys practicing veterinary medicine
after 47 years. Dr. Conley looks forward
to working each day and going on trips
with his wife Lee Ellen.
David Cooley, Frankfort, IL, is currently
doing volunteer work at a local animal
shelter, PAWS. He enjoys skiing with his
grandchildren, and in 2003 his travels
included about 5,000 miles of bicycling
with trips to Hawaii and France.
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Keith Kraner, Marietta, OH, is
retired and enjoys spending time
between Marietta, Columbus, and
Frederick, MD.
1957
Davis McCue, Richmond, VA, retired
in 2003 from the small animal practice
that he owned.
Herman Rehder, Columbus, OH, is sad
to announce the death last April of his
wife of 51 years. He is now a resident
of Thurber Tower on the north side of
Columbus, and enjoys keeping an eye
on most of campus with his binoculars.
1958
Charles Beall, Ames, IA, is very proud
of his grandson, who soloed in an Air
Force super-sonic jet. He is also proud
to announce that he has two greatgrandchildren.
William Busey, Vienna, VA, is the
owner and director of EPL Arhives,
Inc. in Sterling, VA.
Thomas Connair, Dayton, OH, married
Ruth Kelly Cofer in 2003. His 22nd
grandchild was born in March to parents
Brendan, an O.S.U. Aviation graduate,
and Karen.
Ron Fuller, Newark, OH, sent in the
photo below of some of the fishermen
on the 2004 Lake Erie Seminar.
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1959
George Alexander, Thornville, OH,
practiced from 1959-1975, and worked
at Indiana State Board of Animal Health
from 1975-1991. He is currently retired
and now makes saddles. Dr. Alexander
moved back to Ohio from Indiana
in 2003.
1960
Sanford Bishop, Glenville, NC, is
Emeritus Professor of Pathology at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham.

1965
John Tomlinson, Lewisburg, WV, is
semi-retired but still enjoying some
cattle practice and farming. His son
fohn Jr. took over the practice.

Ron Prucha, Oakton, VA, retired in 1992
from regulatory veterinary medicine,
which included meat and poultry inspec
tion for the FSIS-USDA. Dr. Prucha enjoys
spending time with his five children
and seven grandchildren.

David Zipf, Dayton, MD, is the Chief
Veterinarian for the Maryland Racing
Commission. Dr. Zipf and his wife
Jackie recently built a new home on 23
acres and are enjoying the open spaces
with their lab retrievers.

1962
Roy Persinger, Roche Harbor, WA, enjoys
his time traveling, fishing, yachting and
living on his boat with his wife Barbara.
He is proud to have served his country in
WWII and to have been a veterinarian.

1966
W. Michael Hockman, Columbus, OH,
retired in 1997 from the U. S. Department
of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection
Services. He currently works as the
Assistant Chief at the Ohio Department
of Agriculture, Division of Meat
Inspection.

1963
David Berliner, Concord, NH, is
doubling the size of Cilley Veterinary
Clinic in 2004 and is proud to announce
the birth of his ninth grandchild.
Joe Fergus, Lewisburg, OH, will retire
in 2005 and looks forward to spending
some time with his four granddaughters.
William Perry, Gresham, OR, is still
enjoying small animal practice and snow
skiing. His son Jim is currently enrolled
in the College of Veterinary Medicine
at Colorado State.
1964
Roger Beck, San Diego, CA, is semi
retired and enjoys playing tennis,
traveling with his wife Joanne, and
spending time with his children and
grandchildren.

Jan Huber, Surprise, AZ, retired in
February after 16 years of large animal
practice and 30 years with the USDA/
APHIS/ Veterinary Services.

James Novy, Tyler, TX, is currently
serving as Expert Consultant for the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
to assist the Veterinary Services Division,
Ministry of Agriculture and lamaica,
with intentions to eradicate the New
World Screwworm.

D.L. Boyd, Harrisonburg, VA, is retired
but consulting for Georges Inc., an
integrated poultry company. He enjoys
spending time with his children, grand
children and his wife of 43 years.

Ron McNutt, Elida, OH, retired in
January and moved to Saddlebrook
Retirement Community near Tucson,
AZ. He looks forward to returning to
Ohio for the summer and O.S.U.
football season.
Steven Stevenson, Jackson, OH, retired
in 2002 and sold Mt. Zion Animal Clinic
to Cindy Kidd, D.V.M. Dr. Stevenson
enrolled at Rio Grande University and
is taking classes in fine woodworking.
Bill Swartz, Reston, VA, recently moved
to Reston, after 31 years in his Great Falls,
VA home. He is loving life and spends
as much time as possible in Naples, FL.
Tim Tillman, Bellefontaine, OH,
retired in 2003 and is currently serving
as Jefferson Township Trustee in Logan
County. He is also the President of the
Humane Society serving Logan county.
Dr. Tillman is enjoying retirement
with his wife Marcia, many children
and grandchildren.
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1968
Douglas Coatney, Centerville, OH,
along with his daughter Emily, continues
to specialize in treating exotics at Far
Hills Animal Clinic in Dayton. In June
2003 Dr. Coatney's son Adam joined
the practice specializing in ultrasound.
Thomas Hickey, Mt. Vernon, IN, retired
in 2002 from his position as Director of
Veterinary Sciences with Bristol-Myers
Squibb after 31 years. Dr. Hickey and his
wife Nelda are keeping a very busy
schedule with community and church
activities, traveling and keeping up with
five grandsons. His new favorite hobby
is growing roses and serious amateur
photography.
Ronald Montgomery, Dublin, OH,
continues to do small animal practice in
Dublin. He and his wife Sharon love to
travel on their motorcycle and airplane.
Charles Tracy, Midlothian, VA, sold
Delmarra Laboratories, Inc. to Virbac
Corporation in Ft. Worth, TX in 2003.
1970
Tom Brisker, Groveport, OH, is currently
working for the Ohio Department of
Agriculture as Chief of the Division of
Meat Inspection.
Michael Covitt, Crestwood, KY, is the
owner and operator of Robinridge Farm,
specializing in Thoroughbred horses.
Donald Rowles, Avon Lake, OH, is
privileged to still be traveling on missions
trip. In 2003 he spent two weeks in India
doing medical clinics. In January he went
to Congo, Africa to teach at a Bible school
for two weeks, followed by a trip to
Poland in April where he helped to build
a church. He looks forward to a medical
trip to Tibet in October.
1971
R. Stephen Burns, Morristown, TN, is
currently in his 25th year of practice.
He is enjoying life in Tennessee with his
wife, and is saddened by the loss of his
good friend Ed Winderel, also a graduate
of the Class of 1971.
Caroline Schaffer, Tuskegee, AL, gave

a lecture in 2003 at the International
Society of Anthrozoology annual meeting

in Canton, OH. She was also honored
to recently lecture at Cornell University
to members of The Cornell Companions,
an animal-assisted therapy/activities
group.

Lawrence Giebel, Darnestown, MD, is
the proud father of a new veterinarian,
daughter Erin Giebel, who graduated
in May from the Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine.

Mark Ulrich, West Alexandria, OH,
maintains a strictly large animal practice
in Preble and surrounding counties.
He and his wife Carolyn also own and
operate The Twin Creek Tea Room and
Ivy Parlor Gif Shop. Dr. Ulrich enjoys
spending time with his five children and
three grandchildren. He looks forward
to the births of two more grandchildren
in 2004.

Billy Harper, Hobe Sound, FL, continues
to practice in Stuart, FL and recently
married after being single for 12 years. He
has two children, one finishing
post graduate work at Yale, and another
graduating from law school.

1972
Robert Hutchison, N. Ridgeville, OH,
is keeping very busy as co-director of
Animal Clinic Northview, Inc., an AAHA
certified 10 veterinarian facility. He is also
the director of the International
Canine/Semen Bank of Ohio, and
lectures internationally concerning
canine reproduction and neonatology.
Kerry Ketring, Cincinnati, OH, recently
closed his practice in Dayton after
26 years of service. He continues to see
clients in Cincinnati four days a week.
Richard Meiring, Marysville, OH, was
elected President-Elect of the American
Association ot Bovine Practitioners and
will assume presidency in September.
Steve Miller, Waynesville, OH, continues
to practice on horses and small animals
with his son, while his daughter is the
practice manager. Dr. Miller's wife recent
ly retired from the practice to babysit
their four grandchildren and make
"Flopsy's cookies," which she
sells to a local restaurant.
1974
Thomas Cropper, San Antonio, TX,
completed 30 years of service in July for
the U. S. Air Force. His career highlights
include serving as Consultant for Public
Health for the Surgeon General,
Commander as well as Associate Director
of Human Effectiveness Directorate of
the Air Force Research Laboratory.

William Leed, N. Canton, OH,
along with his wife Peggy are happy
to announce the birth of their new
grandchild in 2003. Dr. Leeds father,
a graduate of the Class of 1941 is doing
well and in his 25th year of retirement.
John Strasser, Cary, NC, recently opened
his fifth animal hospital in the Raleigh
area. He married wife Pam in 2003 and
enjoys spending time with his seven
children and six grandchildren.
1976
Michael Frederick, Cleves, OH, currently
owns Miamitown Pet Hospital, a mixed
practice. He enjoys flying planes and
spending time with his wife and two
daughters.
Kathy Haigh, Shelton, WA, along with
her husband Gary own and operate
The Haigh Vet Clinic.
Thomas Johnson, Tucson, AZ, is
currently a member of the AAEP, AVMA,
Arizona VMA and continues to do
ambulatory work for an exclusively
equine practice.
E. John Raab, Waynesville, OH, is serving
in his second year as president of the
Warren County Educational Service
Center in Lebanon, OH.
Jeffrey Rhoad, Fostoria, OH, works at
Findlay Animal Care Center and enjoys
spending time with his wife Barbara and
his three sons.
1977
Mark Armfelt, Gambier, OH, is working
as a technical service veterinarian for
Monsanto Dairy Business.
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Ronald Hirschberg, Weston, MA,
has been practicing in Brockton, MA,
since graduation for an AAHA certified
practice and out patient clinic. Dr.
Hirschberg spends his down time sailing,
cycling and rock climbing in the desert.
Ingrid Marien-Standafer, Middletown,
OH, wishes to announce that the Blueball
Veterinary Clinic hired a new associate in
2003, Dr. Suzanne Lloyd, a graduate of
the University of Missouri, Class of 2003.
Hardin Rubin, Belmont, NC, is proud to
announce the graduation of his daughter
Sarah from The North Carolina School
of Science and Math. Sarah will be
attending Tafts University in the fall.
Dr. Rubin's son Ben graduated in 2003
from Oberlin College and is currently
teaching in New York City.
1978
Harold Kemp, Belmont, OH, married
wife Diana in 2002 and started a new
large animal practice in 2003.
James Link, New London, NC, is
enjoying his life as a veterinarian and
loves spending time with his wife
Susan and their children.
1979
Lorraine Jarboe, Silver Spring, MD,
is currently the president of the American
Board of Veterinary Practitioners.
David LeBourveau, Redwood City, CA,
will begin a dental residency in San
Francisco following 25 years of
general practice.
Linda Peck, Findlay, OH, is the director
of the pre-vet program at the University
of Findlay. She is also a professor of
biology and associate veterinarian for
the Findlay Animal Hospital and Findlay
Animal Care Center. She also enjoys
spending time with her husband and
two sons.
James Underwood, Heath, OH, is proud
to announce that Jack Kottwitz joined the
veterinarians at the Underwood Animal
Hospital after his internship at O.S.U.
He specializes in exotic medicine
and surgery.
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1980
Faith Flower, Albuquerque, NM, is
enjoying life in the sun with her daugh
ters, spending some of her time driving
and dating.
Marv Greenberg, Hinesburg, VT, along
with his partner, Julie Moenter, co-own
two practices, one in Bristol and the
other in Hinesburg. They recently built
a state of the art, 4,200 sq. ft. hospital in
Hinesburg and now have a new associate,
Ellen Foster, who specializes in internal
medicine.
Louise Jones-Todd, Elizabethville, PA,
and her husband Howard have owned
a mixed practice for 20 years. She enjoys
spending time with her three children,
who are all active horse people.
Richard Ringler, West Palm Beach, FL,
would like to share a joke with his
fellow veterinarians.
Q: What do you call a smart blonde?
A: A Golden Retriever
Jennifer Schoenfeld, Pickerington, OH,
is seeking ideas for a gift to the O.S.U.
College ot Veterinary Medicine from the
Class of 1980, to be presented at the
annual alumni meeting in 2005 in light
of the Class' 25th year reunion. Please
forward suggestions to her at
jsdogdoc@yahoo.com.
1981
Lynn Arnold, Milan, OH, started a new
practice in 1988 and built a new building
in 2000. It is currently a two-D.V.M.
AAHA-approved practice in north
central Ohio.
Allen Holden, Woodbine, MD, married
his wife Laurie in 1999, and enjoys
spending time with his three new
daughters and three grandsons.
1982
Leighann Daristotle, Eaton, OH, recently
took another National Board and is now
a registered EMT, doing basic work with
her local volunteer squad.
Fred Mann, Columbia, MO, was installed
in 2003 as president-elect of the American
College of Veterinary Emergency and
Critical Care.

Camille McArdle, Corcoran, MN, is
still involved with horse racing and is
currently serving as chair of the
Minnesota Racing Commission. She
works part time at a companion animal
practice, leaving her time for her passions
which include showing and breeding
Bloodhounds and Basset Hounds, and
visiting her grandson.
Joletta Sberna, Fairfield, OH, is an
affiliate member of the Academy of
Veterinary Homeopathy. She enjoys
annual trips to a dude ranch in Phoenix
for advanced study in homeopathy.
1984
Roni Crocker, Franklin, KY, and her
husband Daniel are partners in a group
practice in Franklin. They operate three
facilities and own a horse farm dealing
with Warm Blood breeding operations.
The farm also supports a small sheep
flock, a cow herd and a vineyard.
John Daugherty, Poland, OH, opened
a new 4,500 square foot hospital in 2003.
The facility has web cams in the boarding
areas, a memorial garden, a visitation
room and other exciting features.
John Gifford, Akron, OH, is currently
doing equine ambulatory practice in the
Akron-Medina area. He is single again
and enjoys traveling more.
Michael Huerkamp, Atlanta, GA, is
currently the director of Animal
Resources at Emory University.
1985
Cheryl Burke-Schwarz, Catonsville, MD,
built a new facility in 2001 and has
developed a referral level rehabilitation
practice for dogs with an underwater
treadmill and a pool. She has been
married 20 years to Will, and has two
sons, Nick and Mack.
1986
Deborah Dennis, Chardon, OH, and
Dr. Scott Murray are co-owners of
Animal Hospital Inc. in Willoughby Hills,
and are currently preparing for a major
renovation and expansion project. The
new hospital will include seven exam
rooms, kitty condos for boarding and a
40 run boarding and grooming facility.

The SPECULUM

36

Carole Foster, Kensington, MD, has been
an associate at the Metropolitan
Emergency Animal Hospital for eight years.
James Miele, Princeton, NJ, and wife
Terry (OSU '87) havefivekids, ranging
from grammar school to graduate school.
Their practice is doing well and they are
preparing to add a $1.5 million addition.
Christine Pappas, Chagrin Falls, OH,
is the owner of West Geauga Vet Hospital,
and works with her associate Dr. Johnson
to treat 25 percent exotics, the rest being
small animal. Dr. Pappas loves using her
cutting edge CO2 laser for all surgeries
and is currently looking for a second
associate.
Carol Rader, Gahanna, OH, recently
joined Georgesville Road Animal Hospital
with Drs. Earl Kittle and Erika Rossi.
1987
Paul Jones, Greenville, OH, was
remarried last March to Kathy, a
professional dog trainer and breeder.
Dr. Jones now enjoys having dogs that
come every time they are called!
1988
Teresa Liberati, Chester Springs, PA,
became board certified by ACLAM
in 2003.
Les Polasky, Cincinnati, OH, has been
very busy in a small animal practice,
and also with his two sons, ages tour
and three.
Lisa Underwood, Greenfield, MA, is now
the owner ot Pioneer Valley Veterinary
Hospital and has added two part-time
vets to the practice. Dr. Underwood is a
recent cancer survivor and has a new
female pug puppy named Nadine.
1989
Linda Lehmkuhl, Dublin, OH, currently
does cardiology work tor MedVet in
Worthington and enjoys spending time
with her three children.
1990
Carolyn Lincoln, Moreland Hills, OH,
is doing well with her husband David,
four children and plenty of pets. She
works part time at Green Road Animal
Hospital, and enjoys selling items on Ebay.

1991
Tina Fisher, Nashville, TN, has joined
the C. E. Kord Animal Disease Diagnostic
Laboratory as a veterinary pathologist.
Kimberly Rudloff, Lincolnshire, FL, has
been working for the past two years as a
research consultant doing a combined
human/dog weight management study.
Dr. Rudloff recently accepted a position
as the assistant director of membership
and services for the AVMA. She enjoys
spending time with her husband and
three children.
1992
Bradley Bruns, Versailles, OH, has owned
Bruns Animal Clinic, Ltd. for nine years.
He has been married to wife Lillian for
15 years and has tour children.
John Gibbins, Walkersville, MD, is
currently a Major in the Air Force,
stationed at Ft. Detrick, MD. In 2003,
he completed a Masters of Public Health
degree. Dr. Gibbins and his wife have a
three year old daughter and welcomed
twins in April.
Dan Hogan, West Lafayette, IN, is proud
to announce the birth ot his third child,
William Cotter Hogan on April 16.
Deborah Johnson, Toledo, OH, married
John Johnson in 2003. She is currently
a staff veterinarian at the Toledo Area
Humane Society.
Kelly Johnston, Newton Falls, OH, is
currently doing small animal work at the
Newton Falls Animal Hospital. She has
been married to Keith for 12 years, has
two children and enjoys boating, reading
and spending time with her family.
Robert Loveland, McComb, OH, bought
the Fostoria Animal Clinic in 2003 and
is happy to announce that the first year
went great.
Karen Rogers, Ledyard, CT, along with
her husband Kevin, welcomed second
child Tyler Daniel into the family in 2003.
1993
Liesl Bigge, Bath, OH, recently moved
back to Ohio and welcomed second
son Adam in 2003. Big brother August
is pleased to be closer to his grandparents

and Liesl is currently happily unemployed
to be a full-time mom.
Roberta Haught, Marietta, OH, has
owned Colegate Woods Veterinary
Hospital, a mixed animal practice for
four years. She has been married to
husband Brian for 13 years and has
two children, Daniel and Rebekah.
Jill Lloyd, Maumee, OH, is happy to
announce that she married Rajiv Huria
last summer.
1994
Caroline Acey, Richmond, VA, married
Ryon Acey in 2003. The couple recently
bought a house and are doing great.
Lisa Apicella, Salem, OH, is the owner
of Veterinary Care Center of Salem.
Bill Ayars Jr., Irwin, OH, along with
his wife Melinda and daughter Taylor
celebrated the birth of daughter Audrey
Macy in 2003. Dr. Ayars was also recently
promoted to Chief Veterinarian at
Select Sires.
Kathleen Bailey, Gahanna, OH, was
named Head Veterinarian for Yukon
Quest International Sled Dog Race 2004.
Dawn Bookmyer, Columbus, OH, has
owned North Arlington Animal Clinic
for ten years. She is married and has
two children.
Karla DeLisio, Mentor, OH, and her
husband Carmen recently adopted a
baby girl from Guatemala. Her name is
Crista Maria, born in December 2002.
Sue Hartzell, Greenville, OH, and her
husband Charles are happy to announce
the birth of their second child,
Warren George in 2003.
1995
Lynn Bleisath-Miller, Aurora, OH, is still
working at the Aurora Veterinary Clinic.
Heather Hirst, Ft. Collins, CO, and
husband Aquiles are the proud parents
of a baby girl, Leonora Zoe. Dr. Hirst
is currently employed as a post doctoral
research associate at Colorado State
Universty. Her main interests are milk
quality, mastitis, and Johne's disease
research.
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Lora Hitchcock, Powell, OH, and her
husband are happy to announce the
birth of their twin sons, Brian and
Benjamin, in May 2003. The boys join
two older sisters, Mackenzie and Grace.
Dr. Hitchcock continues to work as a
cardiologist at MedVet in Worthington, OH.
Laura Monahan, Kenmore, WA, has
been keeping busy as a practice owner,
mother, and avid skiier.
Michele Pietrzak, Pittsburgh, PA,
is still happily employed by the
Metropolitan Veterinary Center, a
24 hour small animal practice with
two offices in suburban Pittsburgh.
Dr. Pietrzak is married to Karl and
has two children, Adam and Luke.
Dawn Sheffield, Negaunee, MI, moved to
the upper peninsula of Michigan in 2002.
She is married to Lawrence Szepietowski
and had her first child, daughter
Zhawaan Arleyna in January.
Kathryn Stover, San Manuel, AZ, recent
ly set up a company for relief work. She
looks forward to her ten-year reunion in
2005 and hopes to get a newsletter out
soon. She encourages fellow classmates to
email updates to her for the newsletter at
petdockc@direcway.com.
Kirsten Jeffers, Orland Park, IL, married
Michael Jeffers in 2003. They are
building a house in Frankfort, IL, a
suburb of Chicago.
1996
Leslie Elliott, St. Marys, WV, and her
husband, Damon moved from Tampa, FL
back to Leslie's hometown in June.
Kendra Jiannuzzi, Fort Wayne, IN,
and her husband Chris would like to
announce the arrival of their second
child, Olivia Rose in March. Olivia
joins big sister Emma Nicole.
Robert Kessler, Las Vegas, NV, is current
ly employed by the Animal Emergency
Center of Las Vegas as Chief of Staff.
The facility is the largest and longest
running animal ER in southern Nevada.
Dr. Kessler adds that being an ER vet
in Las Vegas is every bit as exciting and
bizarre as one would imagine.
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Betsy Stiefvater, Germantown, MD, and
her husband, Joe are happy to announce
the birth of their daughter, Carolyn Rose
in March. She joins big sister Lauren,
who is two years old.
Sarah Tannehill-Gregg, Hilliard, OH,
and her husband, John are the proud
parents of son Joshua Thomas, born in
March. Joshua joins big sister Shannon,
who is two years old.
1997
Christine Kabalan, Hilliard, OH, has
been an associate at the same practice
in Hilliard since graduation from vet
school. She just graduated from OVMAs
first Leading Ladder class and is the vice
president of the Columbus Academy of
Veterinary Medicine. She is also the
mother of one child.
Eric Pugh, North Canton, OH, is
enjoying practice at Hometown
Veterinary Services, Inc., which he and
his wife Cathy started after graduation.
Dr. Pugh's four children keep life
interesting and busy, as well as his
registered Angus cattle operation.
Erich Ramseyer, Utica, OH, and his
wife Angela welcomed their first child
in February.
1998
Rebecca Burwell, Santa Rosa, CA,
became a Diplomate of the American
College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists in
2003. She is also a staff ophthalmologist
with Eye Care for Animals in Santa Rosa.
Jim Dobies, Belmont, NC, and his wife
Judy are happy to announce the birth
of their son, Thomas James in April.
Randall Hutchison, North Ridgeville,
OH, recently started Northern Ohio
Veterinary Endoscopic Services, provid
ing laparoscopic, thoracoscopy, and other
endoscopic services for his clinic and
other referring hospitals. He celebrated
the first birthday of his daughter, Anna
in February.
Rochelle Long, Grove City, OH, and her
husband, Brian are the proud new
parents of daughter, Ashley Savannah,
born in January.

Jennifer Smith, Wilmington, OH, and
her husband Jeffrey are pleased to
announce the birth of their son,
Benjamin in 2003.
Brian Urmson, Columbiana, OH,
happily announces the birth of his son,
Braden Michael, born March 10, 2003.
1999
Karen Cherrone, Floral Park, NY,
completed her small animal surgery
residency in June. She recently took
a position as clinical instructor in
small animal surgery at Long Island
Veterinary Specialists.
Matt Eberts, Brainerd, MN, currently
works at a small animal practice and
just celebrated the birth of her
first child, Joshua.
Wendy Forbes, Springfield, MO, is
an associate veterinarian at All Creatures
Pet Hospital.
Holly Hayes, Chagrin Falls, OH, is
the proud mother of a baby girl,
Tara Belle Simpson, born in 2003.
Kendra Itle, Martinsburg, PA, gave
birth to a son, Jonah Taylor in January.
She currently works doing mixed
animal practice.
Julie Kalniz, Sylvania, OH, and her
husband Scott are happy to announce
the birth of their son, Samuel Aron, born
in 2003. Samuel joins big sister Abigail.
Gwen McHenry, Vincent, OH, is
currently employed at the Belpre
Animal Clinic with Dr. Clyde Alloway fr.
2000
Alexandra Coon, Wakarusa, IN, and
husband Ron celebrated the birth of
their first child, Acadia Evelyn in
February. Dr. Coon is currently an
associate veterinarian at Maplecrest
Animal Hospital in Goshen, IN.
Megan Culler, Lakewood, OH, married
Thomas Culler in 2003. Dr. Culler is an
associate veterinarian at West Park
Animal Hospital.
Karin Patterson, Morgantown, WV,
was married in 2003 to Rav Patterson.
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Natalie Fisher, New Philadelphia, OH,
is currently employed as an associate
veterinarian at Mellett Animal Hospital.
Lisa Walker, Newport, RI, is an associate
in afivedoctor veterinary practice. She
has one daughter and is expecting a baby
in September.
2001
Kristen Berdan, Cape Elizabeth, ME,
was married to Derek Berdan in 2003.
She continues to practice small
animal medicine.
Tiffanie Carroll-Barker, Concord, GA,
and her husband John recently had a
baby, Alexis Jordan, born in 2003.
Bill Flannery, Henderson, NV, was
married to Nikki West in 2003. He is
currently the managing veterinarian at
Henderson Animal Hospital.
Laurinda Morris, Pataskala, OH,
purchased the Danville Veterinary Clinic
in 2002, which she converted to a small
animal only clinic, complete with laser
surgery, advanced dentistry, training
and grooming.
Susanna Schwartz, Arlington, MA, was
married to Seth Schwartz in 2003.
2002
Claudia Cartwright, College Park, MD,
is working for the USDA in Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Services, and
emergency programs as an International
Liaison Veterinarian on Foreign Animal
Diseases. She is also completing a Masters
of Public Health at Johns Hopkins
LJniversity.
Lisa Ellsberry, St. Louis, MO, is working
at an 18 doctor small animal practice
in St. Louis.
Abigail Clepper, Columbus, OH, and her
husband, Brian welcomed their first
child, Elizabeth Mae in 2003. Dr. Clepper
continues to work at Healthy Pets
of Ohio.
Susan Hodge, Columbus, OH, is a small
animal general practice veterinarian at
the Annehurst Veterinary Hospital.
Shawne Mazzei, Waynesville, OH, and
her husband, Mark had their first child,
Troy Michael in January. Dr. Mazzei is

currently practicing at AH About Petcare.
Kristi Russell, Stuarts Draft, VA, is
currently working in a four doctor,
small animal practice. Dr. Russell and
her husband, Mark have one daughter,
Emma Grace who turned two in May.
Melisa Sanwald, Medina, OH, was
married in 2003 to Michael Sanwald. Last
December they completed a thru hike of
the Appalachian Trail from Maine to
Georgia. Dr. Sanwald is currently working
at the Animal Medical Centre of Medina,
a small animal practice.
Julia Strieker, Batavia, OH, completed
an internship in small animal medicine
and surgery at the Animal Medical
Center in New York City. She is now
in private practice with her father,
Dr. David J. Strieker.
Cynthia Viskocil, Dayton, OH, had a
daughter, Haley Marie in 2003. Her
family is moving to Washington state
with the Air Force.
Amber Wiesner, Delaware, OH, and her
husband, Mark would like to announce
the birth of their first child, Leah Ryan,
born in January.
2003
Dustin Borkosky, Ambridge, PA, is
currently employed as an associate
veterinarian at Wexford Veterinary
Hospital. He recently became engaged
and is planning to marry in October.
Stephanie Dondzil, Lyndhurst, NJ, is
engaged to Kyle Francis. An October
wedding is planned.
Megan Feeney, Westlake, OH, recently
moved back to Ohio after a very short
time in North Carolina. She is currently
employed at the Detroit Dover
Animal Hospital.
Marguerite Gleason, Charlotte, NC, is
currently loving her job as one of four
small animal practitioners at Lake Cross
Veterinary Hospital.
Laurie Kennedy, Columbus, OH, is
engaged to be married in October to
Andrew Niehaus. Andrew is a large
animal resident at O.S.U., while Laurie
is practicing small animal medicine
at the Hamilton Road Animal Hospital.

Kristen Kilgos, Atlanta, GA, is working
at a multi-doctor small animal practice
north of Atlanta.
Jeanette Roberts, Clinton Township,
MI, married Brian Roberts in 2003.
Dr. Roberts currently works at A. G.
Black Veterinary Hospital, a small
animal hospital where she is the
second veterinarian.
Michael Sanwald, Medina, OH, married
Melisa Kauffman (DVM '02) in 2003.
He is working at Barberton Animal
Hospital, doing exotic and small
animal medicine.
Megan StrahJer, Oak Harbor, WA, is
a small animal, exotics and wildlife
veterinarian. Dr. Strahler and her
husband Jeremy enjoy skiing, hiking
and kayaking.
2004
Amy Knupp, Orem, UT, is engaged to
be married in May 2005 to Jon Moore,
PhD. She works at Mountainview
Animal Hospital in Sandy,UT.
Jim McGrain, Lexington, KY, is an intern
at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital.
Missy Shardy, Columbus, OH, works
at Suburban Animal Clinic and lives in
Columbus with her husband Jerry, two
dogs, two cats, two chinchillas and
a hedgehog.
Cynthia Strelec, Columbus, OH, will be
biking in her ninth "Peddle to the Point,"
in August. The 150-mile tour is a
fundraiser for Multiple Sclerosis.
Megan Williams, Elmhurst, IL, began
working at Hoffman Estates Animal
Hospital, a small animal practice in the
Chicago area, after graduation. She lives
with her husband Richard and their
two cats.
Other
James Blakeslee, London, OH, is an
emeritus professor, having served on
the O.S.U. College of Veterinary Medicine
faculty from 1972 to 1995. He received
a Ph.D. from S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo, School
of Medicine. Dr. Blakeslee and his wife
Rosemary have three children and three
grandchildren.
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Class Personals
Return to: Editor, The Speculum, OSU College of Veterinary Medicine,
1900 Coffey Road, Columbus OH 43210
Name

—Class Year

Address
City State Zip
E-mail
Tell us what's new

Amusing Anecdotes
I wish to share with my colleagues the following funny and/or interesting story I remember from
my time spent at the OSU College of Veterinary Medicine.
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Obituaries
TJw Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine wishes to express its
deepest sympathy to the families of the
following alumni and friends:
John G. Bee (DVM '55), age 77, of Ojai,
California, died December 1, 2003. In
1956, he founded Matilija Veterinary
Hospital in Ojai, and practiced there until
his retirement in 1991. Dr. Bee bred and
exhibited Morgan and Clydesdale show
horses. He helped establish California's
program to test show and race horses for
prohibited drugs. A WWII veteran, he
served as an infantryman during the
Rhineland Campaign. Memorial
Icontributions may be made to the
Humane Society of Ventura County,
PO Box 297, Ojai, CA 93024.
Davison E. Crill (DVM '50), age 83, of
Hastings, Minnesota, died November
6, 2003. From 1964 until retirement in
1986, Dr. Crill worked for the Department
of Agriculture's Food Safety and
Inspection Service. Following graduation,
Dr. Crill practiced large animal medicine.
He also bred and trained Plott hounds.
In 2001, the Wisconsin VMA honored
Dr. Crill with its 50-year award. A WWII
veteran, Dr. Crill served in the 5th Service
Command Laboratory. Memorial
contributions, which will be gifted to
the Afton State Park in Hastings, may
be sent to E. Barbara Crill, 920 14th St.
W., Hastings, MN 55033.
Kenneth Crocker (DVM '51), of
Scottsville, Kentucky, died September
12, 2003. He practiced in Kentucky for
50 years. One of his six sons, Dr. Dan
Crocker, graduated from the OSU College
of Veterinary Medicine in 1983 and
practices in Franklin, Kentucky.
Ryan A. Degner (DVM '99), age 31,
of Houston, died July 4, 2003. Dr. Degner
practiced in Houston and volunteered at
the local SPCA. Memorial contributions
toward a college fund for his son may be
made to AIM Investments and mailed to
Tanya Degner, PO Box 1467, Branson,
MO 65615.
James H. DeGroodt (DVM '38), age 86,
formerly of Miami Springs, Florida, died
on May 23, 2003. Dr. DeGroodt was

previously in charge of the import-export
animal quarantine station of the U.S.
department of Agriculture's APHIS at
Miami International Airport.
Richard M. Engard (DVM '42), age 85, of
Grand Junction, Colorado and formerly
of Marysville, Ohio, died April 27, 2004.
Following graduation, Dr. Engard enlisted
in the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps and
was stationed in the China-Burma-India
theater. He returned to private practice
in Marysville in 1946. He later sold his
practice and joined the USDA as a meat
inspector. Following 30 years of service,
he retired in Denver and moved to Grand
Junction. Memorial contributions may
be made to Catholic Outreach Soup
Kitchen, 230 N. Third Street, Grand
Junction, CO 81501.
Juan F. Figueroa (DVM '44), age 87, of
Raleigh, North Carolina, died April 28,
2004. Following graduation, Dr. Figueroa
returned to his native Peru where he
enlisted in the Puruvian Army Veterinary
Corps and helped found the veterinary
school at the University of San Marcos.
In 1954, he returned to the U.S. and
joined the American Cyanamid Company
in New Jersey, from where he retired in
1983. Dr. Figueroa was an initiator of the
PanAmerican Veterinary Congress and
president of the 1971 World Veterinary
Congress. He founded and served as
director of the Peruvian veterinary
journal, and was editor of the Spanish
edition of the WVA newsletter. During
his tenure as president of the World
Veterinary Association from 1983-91, the
association made major advances and
became recognized for its important role
in the international veterinary profession.
Memorial contributions may be made to
the North Carolina Veterinary Medicine
Foundation, North Carolina State College
Vet Med, 4700 Hillsborough St.,
Raleigh, NC 27606.
Richard S. Gardner (DVM '41), age 87,
of Chillicothe, Ohio, died on July 14,
2003. He was a small animal practitioner.
Vance C. Hall (DVM '51), age 82, of
Spokane, Washington, died August 18,
2003. Prior to his retirement, Dr. Hall
owned Ahuimanu Pet Clinic in Kaneohe,
Hawaii. He was a WWII veteran who
served in the 82nd Airborne Division,

attaining the rank of 1st lieutenant.
He was awarded three Purple Hearts.
Donald E. Jackson (DVM '65), age 63,
of Gurnee, Illinois, died February 18,
2004. He practiced at Hendricks
Animal Hospital.
Charles E Kerns (DVM '50), age 83, of
West Mansfield, Ohio, died April 6, 2004,
after a long battle with cancer. Dr. Kern
was a well known and respected large
animal veterinarian and served the
community for 35 years. He was a WWII
veteran having served in the Army's 548th
Night Fighter Squadron. Dr. Kern was a
long time supporter of 4-H, a founding
member of the West Mansfield
Conservation Club, and an avid sports
man who loved hunting and fishing.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the Logan county Cancer Society in
care of the Mannasmith-Schnurrenberger
Funeral Home in West Mansfield.
William E. Martin Jr. (DVM '40), age 86
of Cridersville, Ohio, died June 9, 2004.
He had a veterinary practice in
Wapakoneta from 1942-1968, then
worked as a poultry inspector for the
federal government in North Carolina
until his retirement in 1982. Dr. Martin
was a past president of the Wapakoneta
Rotary Club and served on the
Wapakoneta City Council. Memorials
may be directed to the St. Paul United
Church of Christ or the OtterbeinCridersville Retirement Living Center.
Frederick G. Leininger (DVM '55),
age 73, of Sarasota, Florida, died February
23, 2004. In 1958, Dr. Leininger founded
Glenway Animal Hospital in Cincinnati
and practiced there until retirement in
1995. He was past president of the
Cincinnati VMA and past chair of the
Ohio VMA Political Action Committee.
During retirement, he volunteered as a
research associate with the Mote Marine
Aquarium and served on the board of the
Pelican Man's Bird Sanctuary. Memorials
may be made to Pelican Man's Bird
Sanctuary, 1708 Ken Thompson Parkway,
Sarasota, FL 34236.
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Frank Mueller Jr. (DVM '53), age 74,
of Lakeland, Florida, died August 16,
2003. Prior to his retirement in 1979,
Dr. Mueller owned the Mueller Animal
Hospital in Hialeah for 26 years. He was
past president of the South Florida VMA,
and a veteran of the U.S. Air Force.
Richard F. Murphy (DVM '60), age 76,
of Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, died
November 1, 2003. He was in a mixed
practice in Wellsboro for more than
40 years. A WWII veteran, Dr. Murphy
served in the Navy. Memorial contribu
tions may be made to Wellsboro SPCA,
Route 6, Mansfield Road, Wellsboro,
PA 16901.
George W. Neikirk (DVM '47), age 80,
of Bucyrus, Ohio, died March 30, 2004.
Following graduation, Dr. Neikirk served
in the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps. He
then opened his veterinary practice in
Bucyrus and served Crawford County for
57 years. Dr. Neikirk was also an owner
and breeder of standardbred horses. He
was a long time supporter of OSU sports.
Memorial contributions may be made to
St. Paul's Lutheran Church or Crawford
County Humane Society through Wise
Funeral Service in Bucyrus.
Gerald A. Nelson (DVM '65), age 68,
of Standish, Maine, died November 26,
2003. From 1975 until his retirement in
1994, Dr. Nelson owned a small animal
practice in Cumberland, Maine. Prior to
that, Dr. Nelson practiced in Fairmouth,
Maine, and Avon Lake, Ohio. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Maine State Society for Protection
of Animals, 279 River Road, South
Windham, ME 04062.
Keith I. Pittman (DVM '53), age 78,
of Los Angeles, California, died June 24,
2003. Dr. Pittman owned the Pittman
Dog and Cat Hospital in Los Angeles.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Army.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the American Heart Association, 816 S.
Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017.
Frederick J. Sharp (DVM '57), age 71,
of Leesburg, Florida, died September 23,
2003. Prior to his retirement, Dr. Sharp
owned a small animal practice in Toledo
for 33 years. He was also an inspector for
the Toledo Health Department and state
veterinarian at Toledo Raceway Park.
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In retirement, Dr. Sharp was an auxiliary
member and volunteer at the Leesburg
Regional Medical Center. Memorial
contributions may be made to Pilgrims'
United Church of Christ Music Fund,
Leesburg, FL 34748, or Hospice of
Lake/Sumter County, 12300 Lane Park
Road, Tavares, FL 32778.
James J. Spurgeon (DVM '53). Age 80,
of Bradley, Illinois, recently passed away.
He owned a veterinary hospital in Illinois
for 43 years.
Roland R. Stewart (DVM '56), age 72, of
Peebles, Ohio, died January 19, 2004. Dr.
Stewart retired from the U.S. Army in
1979. He then worked the family farm
for nine years. In 1988, he accepted a
position with the Ohio Department
of Agriculture meat inspection program,
and in 1994 became Chief of Food, Dairy
and Drug Division, from where he
retired in 1999.
Robert E. Strous (DVM '51) age 81, of
Juneau, Wisconsin, died April 11, 2004.
Dr. Strous owned the Dodgeland
Veterinary Clinic for 53 years. He was a
founding member of the Dodge County
VMA. A WWII veteran, Dr. Strous served
as a pharmacist's mate in the Coast
Guard. Memorials may be made to
Masonic Lodge No. 72, PO Box 691,
Beaver Dam, WI 53916.
Clifford W. Wilder (DVM '35), age 94, of
Jefferson, Maine, died February 19, 2004.
Prior to retirement in 1973, Dr. Wilder
worked as veterinarian-in-charge for the
Department of Agriculture's APHIS in
Maine and New Hampshire for 11 years.
During his 37-year career with USDA
APHIS, Dr. Wilder was involved with
animal disease control and eradication,
serving as staff officer in the tuberculosis
eradication division in Washington DC
from 1959-63. From 1941-1946 he served
in the Army Veterinary Corps at Fort
Hamilton NY. Memorials may be made
to the Salvation Army, PO Box 3647,
Portland, ME 04104.
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Marysville Groundbreaking
The College held groundbreaking ceremonies on March 17 for
the new Marysville Large Animal Services Clinic, with an
expected completion in spring 2005. The new 10,000 square-foot
building will include a surgery suite, pharmacy, waiting area,

conference room, classroom, and housing for veterinary stu
dents. Pictured above, left to right, are Melissa Lamb, Janet
Scheiderer, Pat Brehm, Dr. Richard Meiring, Dr. Bimbo Welker,
Kathy Cotter, Dr. Margaret Masterson, and Dr. Lowell Midla.

