From the Editor's Desk
Your Alumni Society
Did It!!!
Approximately one year ago, the
Alumni Society's Board of Trustees
voted to hold its first ever raffle to
raise money to name a teaching
laboratory in the new veterinary aca
demic building. After recruiting
many alumni and friends to help
with the sale, nearly 50,000 tickets
were sold, which generated
approximately $100,000! Those of us
involved with the raffle were
anticipating splitting that amount
with the raffle winner. That would
mean back to the drawing board to
raise another $50,000 needed to
name that laboratory. Much to our
surprise, the winner of that raffle,
Mr. Bruce Peterson, a long time
friend and supporter of the College,
donated his half back to the SocietyRead all about this remarkable gift
on page 3.
The premier College of
Veterinary Medicine—has a great

sound, doesn't it? Dean Hoffsis
outlines a new strategic plan for the
College and asks everyone's help in
achieving that lofty goal. In this
issue, we continue our popular inter
views with an emeritus
professor and an alumnus with an
alternative career. We've also
included interviews with four new
College faculty, as well as welcoming
back Dr. John Bonagura (OSU 74),
world renowned cardiologist who
recently returned to OSU.
The College also said goodbye in
2000 to three long time staff
members who retired. Mrs. Norma
Bruce, College librarian, who offered
her expert assistance to faculty and
students for many years; Mr. George
Disterdick, chief radiology technician
and supervisor retired after 40 years
of service; and Ms. Bobbi Holstein,
radiology secretary after 19 years of
service to the college. We wish you
much happiness in your future
endeavors.
The College's Alumni Society set
yet another membership record in

2000—nearly 1,700 alumni chose to
join and support the College with
their loyalty and dues. When you
receive this year's annual
membership mailing, please
consider joining. Your annual dues
go a long way in supporting projects
of the Society and the College. And
remember, your dues also help
support this publication.
The Annual Alumni Meeting
and Class reunion weekend has been
scheduled for October 5-6, 2001—
and we have been assured of a block
of 200 football tickets. We will cele
brate reunions for the classes of 1951,
1961, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1991.
Mark your calendar now!
Registration materials will be sent to
all College alumni in July.
If I can be of any assistance, or
answer any of your questions, please
call me in the College Alumni
Affairs Office, 614/292-1171.
Bonnie Christopher Bates
Editor

For more information about the College, check our web site: http://www.vet.ohio-state.edu/
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College News and Events
the immediate goals on our
list and the US Neil's ami
World Report published in
May 2000 ranked our
College sixth in the country.
We have advanced
considerably and feel a sense
When I was appointed dean
of pride that our peers think
in 1993, the College was in
so highly of our College.
the midst of difficult times.
Our challenge at this point is
There were several clear-cut
to seize the momentum and
goals to be accomplished in
establish a new agenda and
order for our College to get
new set of goals.
back on a path of excellence.
The College leadership
During my tenure as a
met last summer to discuss
faculty member, we had
how to proceed in
produced numerous
developing a new plan. I
strategic plans. For
wanted to set a simple and
budgetary and other reasons, Dean Glen Hoffsis with former Congressman John Kasich at the college accurate, but ambitious goal
very few of these plans was
groundbreaking ceremony.
for the College; one that
actually implemented. A lot
everyone within the
of energy was expended for
veterinary college in North America.
College, our alumni, and other
little gain and this created a
Also, though we have been in
constituents would know and
credibility problem with faculty. I
continuous operation since 1885, we
embrace. If it were not ambitious
was reluctant to embark on yet
did not have a single endowed chair.
enough, it would appear that we are
another strategic plan we could not
The College now has three endowed
content to be a very good collegeimplement. Instead, I chose to focus
chairs at $1.5 million each, and one
something we have already
all the College's energy on the
new endowed professorship at
achieved with our current ranking.
obvious challenges that we faced.
$750,000. Our faculty has grown
Therefore we chose to shoot for the
from about 90 to 102.
very top. We decided on the following
College Met Challenges of the 90s
Our physical facilities had
audacious goal: To become the
serious deficiencies. We proceeded
A more streamlined, efficient, and
Premier College of Veterinary
to fund and construct the Galbreath
flat administrative structure was
Medicine in North America!
Equine Center. We currently have a
needed. In 1995, the College
This goal was presented at a
110,000 square foot building under
restructured from five to three
faculty retreat last September and
construction to replace Sisson Hall.
departments, which achieved these
several faculty task forces were
We are soon to have a new
objectives.
created to address the various college
replacement clinic at our Marysville
The College had been on AVMA
missions. Each has been charged
operation, and we have submitted a
limited accreditation and needed to
with determining what needs to be
plan to renovate and expand the
become fully accredited once again.
done to become the premier college.
veterinary hospital. Soon we will
We corrected the deficiencies of our
This process will culminate this
have a campus that matches the
physical facilities and budget and
autumn with a unified set of action
quality of our programs.
became fully accredited in 1999. In
items all aimed at achieving premier
fact OSU President Kirwan
status. It will be an exciting and
remarked that ours was the most
challenging
process and one I am
A Strategic Plan for the New
glowing accreditation report he had
confident will propel the College to
Millennium
ever received on any program.
the next level of excellence.
By the time Y2K rolled around, I
The College needed more
I would invite all of you to join
began to take stock of remaining
faculty as we have the least favorable
this
process - help make your
goals. We had implemented all of
student/faculty ratio of anv

The Dean Comments

Our New
Strategic Plan

College the very best.
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Cover Story

Alumni Society's Raffle a Tremendous Success
$ 97,000 Raised for Naming Opportunity
And the winner is . . . after
l\selling
nearly 50,000 tickets
during the first six months of 2000,
the Alumni Society's raffle winner
was chosen during the annual
Alumni Dinner on September 15.
With more than 300 looking on, Mrs.
Grace Tharp drew the winning
ticket belong to Mr. Bruce Peterson
of The Columbus Serum Company!

Mrs. Grace Tharp sifts through 58,000 raffle
stubs and picks the winner - Mr. Bruce
Peterson of The Columbus Serum Co.

Following a round of applause
and cheering, someone noted that
Mr. Peterson had left the banquet
room just before the raffle. Unknown
to most everyone in attendance, Mr.
Peterson had received some
devastating news earlier in the day.
His long time employee, Mrs. Kim
Goldsmith had died that morning
giving birth to a healthy baby boy.
Just before leaving, Mr. Peterson
mentioned to those seated with him
at dinner, that in the unlikely chance
his name was picked, his intentions
were to donate his portion of the
raffle proceeds back to the College
in memory of Mrs. Goldsmith.
Because of this most generous offer,
the collegeis Alumni Society is just
shy of the $100,000 needed to name
the Large Teaching Laboratory in the
new academic building.
When discussing Mrs. Goldsmith,
Mr. Peterson commented, "Kim was

an outstanding associate of the
Columbus Serum Company for well
over 13 years. Her work ethic,
dependability, reliability and
knowledge of veterinary supplies
were second to none. Her tragic
death on September 15, 2000 was a
terrible loss to all of us who knew
her."
"My brother, Bob, who also is
my business partner, wholeheartedly
supported my decision to return the
$48,000 won in the OSU Veterinary
Alumni raffle to the new (veterinary
academic building),"continued Mr.
Peterson. Dean Glen Hoffsis and
Development Director Karen
Longbrake has assured the
Petersons of naming rights in the
new building in Kim Goldsmith's
memory. "We feel that this will be a
living memorial to Kim for over the
next 50-60 years and something that
her family members, especially her
young children, can appreciate in
the future."

Kim Goldsmith

The College and its Alumni
Society wish to thank all those who
demonstrated their support and
loyalty to the College by participating
in this raffle.

Pictured above in front of the new veterinary building construction is Bruce Peterson, Sam
Rankle (Kim's father), husband and daughter Scott and Kylie Goldsmith, Carole Runkle (Kim's
mother and also Columbus Serum Associate), and Bob Peterson.
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On life's vast ocean diversely we sail,
Reason the card, but passion is the gale.
- Alexander Pope, Essay on Man

Life in the Foreign Service:
Interview with Karen Sliter, DVM '91
by Kristine McComis
hen Ohio State students
W
graduate from veterinary
school, most of them have found a
position in a private practice or have
accepted a year-long internship at
another university or animal
hospital. Some return to their
hometowns; others move to a
different state or stay right in
Columbus, Ohio. The locations
rarely are exotic, and more than
likely their lifelong transitions won't
encompass more than a jump to a
practice in a different city or county.
Graduates usually don't consider
their veterinary education as a ticket
to see the world. However, one
particular OSU alumna has
discovered that a veterinary
background can not only take you
across an ocean, but can provide an
opportunity to practice, learn, and
serve from literally all four corners
of the world.
Karen Sliter is originally from
Perrysburg, Ohio, a small farming
community near Toledo. She
graduated with a B.A. in biology
and languages in 1986 from Lake
Erie College in Painesville, Ohio.
She deferred acceptance to OSU's
College of Veterinary Medicine in
order to accept a Fulbright
Scholarship to Germany and then
started veterinary school in 1987.
Karen graduated from OSU's
College of Veterinary Medicine in
1991, determined to be the "next
James Herriot for horses." She spent
the next year working for a "very
progressive" sport horse practice in
upstate New York, near Albany. She
loved her work and enjoyed her
time there; however, she found it
hard to balance her professional and
personal life, which included a
devotion to competing horses.
Karen had ridden horses throughout

college and veterinary school and
continued to ride after graduation.
However, in order to be available to
her clients where she was needed
and to provide the kind of service
she believed in, Karen was unable to
keep her own horse in consistent
training. Additionally, she had the
desire to work internationally, but
knew it would be several years
before she could develop "expertise"
in order to be invited to speak
overseas. Therefore, she decided to
explore a different career path that
could offer her immediate
international opportunities.
Dr. Sliter applied to the Public
Veterinary Career Practice Program
for the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) of the
USDA in 1992. She spent a year in
Michigan working in the animal
health programs doing a study of
the captive cervidae farms before
transferring to Washington, D.C.
She spent three years in Washington
developing an expertise in animal
health trade issues and then applied
to the Foreign Service.
USDA, APHIS has a staff of
approximately 18 veterinary medical
officers overseas. These officers
have diplomatic status and serve
under U.S. embassies overseas in
countries all over the world: China,
South Africa, Belgium, and Costa
Rica, to name a few. As a veterinary
medical officer, Dr. Sliter has two
major responsibilities - first, to
protect U.S. agriculture against the
introduction of a foreign animal
disease, and second, to conduct
animal health negotiations on behalf
of U.S. producers in order to gain
access for their animals and
products in other countries.
Dr. Sliter's first assignment
landed her in Mexico City. Due to

the ratification of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) and the General
Agreement of Tariffs and Trade
(GATT, now the World Trade
Organization), the posting involved
a tremendous volume and
complexity of issues between
Mexico and the U.S. Dr. Sliter and
her colleagues negotiated export
protocols for cattle, swine and
poultry; they reviewed Mexican
states for U.S. recognition of
freedom from hog cholera and
Newcastle disease, and resolved
countless border issues. She could
be working on over 30 animal health
issues at any given time. Dr. Sliter
also participated in many special
projects; for example, she served as
a consultant to the InterAmerican
Development Bank for the
development of a $20 million loan
proposal to strengthen the delivery
of animal and plant health support
services to Jamaican farmers. She
presented three Animal and/or
Plant Health Industry trade
symposiums in Mexico. She also
did an analysis of Canada's, the
United States', and Mexico's import
requirement for horses from the
European Union, a first step in
harmonizing import requirements
between these three countries.
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Now that Dr. Sliter has developed
Vienna. She hopes to someday train
Milton Wyman, one of the greatest
an expertise, she has been invited to
a horse that will be among the elite
walking advertisements for being a
various countries to speak about the
competitive dressage horses in the
veterinarian that has ever existed?"
animal and plant health provisions
world. She and her husband enjoy
Dr. Sliter enjoys her travel
of the Sanitary and Phytosanitary
classical music and opera and are
opportunities and is proud to have a
(SPS) Agreement of the WTO. Prior
looking forward to attending cultural
part in improving animal health all
to its ratification, many countries
events in the city. They also plan to
over the world. Her lifestyle requires
had regulated the entry of animals
do some skiing. On a more
an adaptable, fun-loving, and
and animal products with the use of
professional angle, Dr. Sliter is
adventurous spouse and family, but
tariffs and quotas. The SPS
certified in veterinary acupuncture
it provides an amazing opportunity
Agreement specified that tariffs and
and chiropractic and consults for a
to learn about the world and foreign
quotas must be reduced and
practice in Michigan for both small
cultures. The job has its drawbacks,
eventually eliminated. Thus, a
animals and horses in both of these
of course. The hours can be long, she
country's only means of banning a
areas. In fact, she treated pets from
travels a lot on weekends, and
product to protect domestic
U.S. Embassy families and accepted
spousal employment opportunities
producers is to refuse entry based
referrals from Mexican veterinarians
overseas can be difficult to obtain.
on a problem with the animal health
while in Mexico. She plans to
Language barriers and working
status of the product or the
continue some sort of clinical practice
through the bureaucratic red tape can
originating country.
on horses and small animals in
be "time consuming and frustrating."
Dr. Sliter moved to Vienna,
Vienna, but only by word of mouth
Dr. Sliter vouches for her
Austria in November 2000 after
to keep it manageable. Her future
alternate career choice, declaring,
spending the month of October
goals include working for one of the
"Government service today is an
attending the Senior Executive
international organizations and
exciting, dynamic place to be."
Fellowship course at the JFK School
becoming active in world peace, the
Many students may not be aware of
of Government at Harvard
environment, and conservation.
the funding that is available to those
University. She
with an interest in foreign
1
acknowledges this post
^^~-^—
service. Dr. Sliter claims
will be very different
the International Services
from Mexico, but just as "It's fun. It's exciting. For someone with some
fellowships are "one of
exciting. She will cover energy and a desire to make a difference in the world, the greatest secrets
all Central and Eastern
around." International
Europe and parts of the the opportunities are endless. I get to work with
Services sponsors one
Middle East from Vienna. some of the most talented, dedicated and intelligent
veterinary student and
Additionally, Dr. Sliter
one
plant health specialist
individuals I've ever known."
will be accredited to the
graduate student a year.
International Atomic
^^""~^~
^ ^ ~ ^ ^ ~ The scholarship provides
Energy Agency, which
up to $20,0000 annually
is also based in Vienna. She will
for the students' schooling expenses.
She'd even someday like to be an
work with their scientists on issues
In fact, last year an Ohio State
ambassador.
that affect animal health around the
veterinary student was selected.
Dr. Sliter fondly reminisces
world.
Dr. Sliter is one of this veterinary
about her vet school experience at
student's sponsors and will help
Ohio State. As noted before, she
Believe it or not, Dr. Sliter does
design a training program to involve
originally intended to specialize in
have time for a personal life. In
her with international issues and
sport horses, but now she uses her
Mexico she competed two horses at
prepare her to go overseas.
farm animal education just as much
international levels of dressage,
as her equine background. She was
Without a doubt, Karen lives life
earning several regional and
particularly inspired by Dr. Bruce
to the fullest and loves her job. She
national awards. She is married to
Hull, who challenged her to make a
said, "It's fun. It's exciting. For
David Sliter, who is a "whiz" with
difference and provide quality care
someone with some energy and a
computers, a stay-at-home dad, and
by sticking to the old-fashion basics
desire to make a difference in the
a boat captain on Lake Superior,
and not relying solely on "fancy
world, the opportunities are endless.
Michigan, in the summers. Their
machinery." She also holds a
I get to work with some of the most
daughter Katrina, born in 1999,
particular admiration for Dr. Walter
talented, dedicated and intelligent
understands both Spanish and
Threlfall, who not only was a "great
individuals I've ever known." As
English. They have a dog, Sasha,
instructor" but later encouraged her
demonstrated by her confessed
and will bring their four cats back to
to be the Program Coordinator for
weakness for Costa Rican coffee and
Vienna at Christmas. They brought
the Complementary and Alternative
Viennese pastries, Dr. Sliter will
one competition horse and two
Medicine Section of the AVMA
always carry a sampling of the
young horses to Vienna, where Dr.
convention. She added, "And who
world with her wherever she goes.
Sliter is riding with Hans Riegler
could fail to be inspired by Dr.
from the Spanish Riding School of
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Emeritus Faculty Interview

Maureen A. Hunter, DVM
by Scott Zielinski, VMEII
ince she was granted emeritus
S
status in 1995, Dr. Maureen
Hunter has not skipped a beat in her
devotion to this college. In fact, just
getting on her schedule between
interviews with prospective students
was a major feat at this time of year.
As Assistant to the Dean of Student
Affairs, Dr. Hunter's duties vary
from counseling prospective
students on how to gain admission
to career counseling for current
students. Her job takes her to
schools all over Ohio to speak at
career fairs. She finds that
interacting with "so many nice,
bright, and talented young people
renews her faith in the profession."
Following the receipt of her
veterinary degree, Dr. Hunter did
not initially intend to teach. She
graduated from the College of
Veterinary Medicine in 1966 (only
the 27th female to do so at the time)
and began working in large animal
medicine with small animal relief
work on the side. When asked how
she was treated as a female in the
field, she replied, "Life is about
attitude. I may have encountered
some discrimination, but I just
ignored those people."
OSU lured her back six months
after graduation when her husband
was drafted to Vietnam and a steady
paycheck was crucial to her
survival. Dr. Hunter spent the next
30 years teaching anatomy and has
been a part of the Admissions
Committee since the 1970's.
Throughout the years, Dr. Hunter
has seen average applicants
progressively evolve into betterprepared prospective veterinary
students. The smile on her face
conveys her obvious pride as she
thinks about her daily influence on
the lives of OSU students.
Life for Dr. Hunter does not stop
when she leaves her office to travel
home to her 110-acre farm. She is
responsible for the feeding and well

being of a plethora of livestock
including dogs, cats, dairy goats,
ducks, Belgian draft horses,
Morgans, Halflingers, miscellaneous
steers and a Black Angus cow.
"That one's a lot of fun!" she
chuckled. She has recently spent
countless hours breaking her to lead
and tie. As a member of a
barbershop quartet and a show
choir, the "Dogwood Blossoms,"
she's also somewhat of a musical
artist. If you are ever in Knox
County, look up one of their shows.
Finally, if you haven't figured out
that Dr. Hunter is not "your average
old lady" (her words, honest!), one
of her favorite Christmas presents
this year was a 16-inch blade Stihl
chainsaw!
In conclusion, this was my third
time in Dr. Hunter's office—once
prior to applying to veterinary
school, once as an applicant and
once for this interview. It's obvious
Dr. Hunter cares deeply about the
students she counsels and wants
them to succeed. She is a fair and
pleasant interviewer. I was amused
and honored to be the one asking
the questions this time around.
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Dr. John Bonagura Returns to OSU
by Kristine McComis
'hey may leave, but they always
T
come back. Dr. John Bonagura
returned in January to the Ohio
State College of Veterinary Medicine
from a five-year stint at the
University of Missouri. Dr.
Bonagura has firmly established
roots in Buckeye country, having
earned three degrees from Ohio
State - a BS degree in agriculture
(1971), a DVM degree (1974), and a
MS degree in veterinary physiology
and pharmacology the same year.
He completed his internship at The
Animal Medical Center in New
York, and came back to Ohio State
for a residency in small animal
medicine. As soon as he finished his
residency in 1977, Dr. Bonagura was
appointed assistant professor in
veterinary clinical sciences, working
his way to professor, Graduate
Faculty, in 1989.
In 1996, the University of
Missouri wooed him away from
OSU for an endowed position: the
Gilbreath McLorn Professor of
Cardiology at the College of
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery.
Dr. Bonagura looked forward to the
new opportunities offered at
Missouri and followed through with
several impressive accomplishments.
He and his colleagues established a
new cardiology referral center and
increased the caseload by seven
hundred percent. They inaugurated
a clinical cardiology-teaching
program and also established a
comparative cardiovascular research
laboratory. During his tenure, Dr.
Bonagura participated in a number
of studies sponsored by the NIH
and by the pharmaceutical and
biotechnology industries.
Although he has great respect
for Missouri and the programs
developed there, Dr. Bonagura
decided to return to OSU to be
closer to family and because of his
great fondness for Ohio State. He
particularly appreciates the
educational environment, the
rewards of teaching professional

students, and the high quality of the
clinical programs in the Veterinary
Teaching Hospital. He is also
impressed with the changes on
campus and is excited about OSU's
new Cardiothoracic Research
Institute, which will emphasize
collaborative research across the
campus.
Dr. Bonagura has a full agenda
to tackle with his arrival. Foremost
is re-integration into the
cardiovascular clinical and teaching
programs. He expects to establish a
comparative cardiology laboratory
to work with investigators across
OSU's campus in the areas of
echocardiography, atrial fibrillation,
vascular biology and heart failure.
Dr. Robert Sherding, chair of the
Department of Veterinary Clinical
Sciences, commented on Dr.
Bonagura's return to the University:
"We are very fortunate to have
attracted Dr. John Bonagura to
return to Ohio State. . . While in our
College, Dr. Bonagura had been
honored with Ohio State's highest
teaching honor, the University
Distinguished Teacher Award,

among numerous other
achievements and distinctions. He
also has been recognized as one of
our College's Distinguished Alumni.
John Bonagura is considered by
many to be the premier veterinary
cardiologist in the world." On an
interesting side note, Dr. Sherding
has known Dr. Bonagura since 1968,
when they were both sophomore
pre-vet students living in Morrill
Tower dorm, transplanted from
New Jersey, where they grew up
about 15 miles from each other. Dr.
Sherding noted, "Even back then
John was a wonderful person with
intense drive to succeed."
Dr. Bonagura is pleased to be
returning to the Columbus area and
he appreciates the opportunities
afforded by a larger city. For
recreation, he likes to ski and
windsurf. Upon questioning him
about the abundance of windsurfing
opportunities in Ohio, he said,
"Well, Ohio certainly is much better
for windsurfing than Missouri."
Hang 1(1, Dr. Bonagura, and
welcome back!

Nobody reaches higher
for your satisfaction.
At Columbus Serum, our family has been focused on the needs
of our customers for over 75 years. Maybe that's why we are
known for our superior customer service. Call us the next time
you reach for the phone.
*

The Columbus
Serum Company
2025 South High St.
Columbus, OH 43207
614-444-1155
toll-free 800-282-1073
Outside of Ohio 800-848-1090

Supplying the veterinary
industry with products
and services since 1922,
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The Veterinary Teaching Hospital of
the 21st Century
by Richard M. Bednarski, DVM, MS
Director, Veterinary Teaching Hospital
~n ecently Dean Hoffsis began an
.AY initiative that will create a
strategic plan to guide and propel us
into the 21st century. The Dean and
the faculty want to create a College
that will continue to provide a first
rate and relevant veterinary
education. To do so, one issue that
must be considered is how to be
responsive to the trends facing the
veterinary profession. The KPMG
Megastudy and the Brakke
consulting study have in part
identified these trends. Summaries
of both studies have recently
appeared in the Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association. The

College in conjunction with the Ohio
Veterinary Medical Association has
sponsored conferences which dissect
and analyze the contents of these
studies. Our college faculty will be
using the information from these
studies and the attendant discussions
to map out a course for the College.
What if any changes need to
occur over the next decade for
veterinary teaching hospitals to
maintain relevancy? What must
occur in the veterinary teaching
hospital of the future so that the
students enter the workforce with at
least entry-level competency?
Although this is a broad question
any answer to this question must
consider that there are three
essential resources that a veterinary
teaching hospital must maintain to
properly educate students. These
three essential resources are a
dynamic faculty, an adequate and
diverse caseload, and a functional
state of the art facility.
Can we continue to assure that
these resources are available to the
teaching hospital of the 21st
century? What will happen if we
continue operating our teaching
hospitals exactly as we do now?
The current model is that faculty see

patients, teach students, and
conduct research. Can this model
sustain these essential resources?
Currently there are fewer boardcertified specialists attracted to an
academic career path. Many private
specialty practices compete for their
talents. Most every veterinary
teaching hospital in the United
States can relate stories of talented
faculty and residents leaving
academia for practice. As more
specialty practices open, not only
will they compete for qualified
specialists, but they will also
compete for the caseload.
Perhaps colleges of veterinary
medicine need to develop
alternative models of teaching and
health care delivery that will
maintain a balanced case load for
training students and attract the best
and brightest faculty into an
academic setting. Partnership with
private practice is one option. Such
a partnership might involve sending
students into private practices,
general and specialty, for a part of
their clinical education. Another
option could involve the creation of
a large for profit teaching hospital in
which private practitioners and
academicians interact within one
central facility. Not only might this
expose our students to a continuous
and dynamic caseload but also it
could be of economic benefit if
expensive resources such as MRI,
CT, linear accelerators, for example,
reside in one location rather than be
duplicated at numerous sites in a
region. Alternatively, there might be
other models that will optimize the
continued teaching of our veterinary
students, interns, and residents.
It is clear that serious dialogue
regarding such issues must occur,
not only in the halls of academia but
also throughout the profession.
Input from all sectors of veterinary

Input from all sectors of veterinary
medicine need to feed in to the
universities so that the faculty can
adapt and implement changes to the
benefit of the student and profession.
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College Career Fair
by Charles A. Neer, DVM, MS
he annual College of Veterinary
T
Medicine Career Fair was held
on November 15, 2000. This special
event is scheduled to offer all
veternary students the opportunity
to consider educational experiences
during veterinary college and
alternative careers following
graduation. Over 200 students from
all four classes attended this
program. Representatives from the
following areas were present to
interact with the students: Ohio
Department of Health, Ohio
Department of Agriculture,
USDA/FSIS, USDA/APHIS, US
Army, Midwestern Veterinary Relief
Service, National Association of
Veterinary Emergency Clinics,
Animal Medical Center of New
York, Novartis, The lams Company,
Hills Pet Nutrition and Graduate
Studies in the OSU Departments of
Veterinary Biosciences and
Preventive Medicine.
Each representative was
provided exhibit space for posters
and career information materials.
Many students attended the
program to consider summer or
elective quarter experiences and
employment options following
graduation. Many thanks to
Novartis, The lams Company, Hills
Pet Nutrition, Midwestern
Veterinary Relief Service,
USDA/FSIS and the US Army for
their support of offering pizza and
soft drink refreshments.
The Career Fair was again a
very successful program. Offering
this annual orientation to alternative
careers appears to be extremely
beneficial to the veterinary students.
The College is grateful to all the
participating individuals for their
interest and willingness to represent
the various veterinary careers at this
event.

Drs. Joseph Priess and Tern Jones-Forte of
Midivestern Veterinary Relief and Placement
Service with freshman student Janet Ault.

Dr. Rex Nash of the National Association of
Veterinary Emergency Clinics with senior
Troy Larson.

Dr. Liesa Stone
The lams Company

Dr. Terri Brooks
USDA / FSIS
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Alpha Psi News

OTS News

by Scott Secrest, VME III,
President

by Amy Meyer, VME III,
President

Hello friends,
As always, the Alpha Psi Fraternity
has been busy hosting many
functions. We started fall quarter
with the Freshman Mixer at the OTS
house to greet the incoming
freshman class. The next event was
Casino Night, which was a huge
success thanks to the support of area
clinics and businesses. In October,
Drs. Bill Fenner and Terry Olive
served up a tasty spaghetti luncheon
at the house for all first year
students. Other events held during
fall quarter were a Hawaiian Luau,
first annual Heaven and Hell party
for Halloween, informal initiation
and Road Rally. The last event of
the quarter was the formal initiation
of an energetic group of pledges.
The two major events planned
for winter quarter are the Alpha Psi
National Convention and the
Alumni Dinner and Open House
during the Midwest Veterinary
Conference. This year's national
convention will be in Georgia where
the Alpha Chapter will put in a bid
to host the 2002 Alpha Psi National
Convention. During the Midwest
Veterinary Conference, we urge you
to stop by the Alpha Psi table to take
a look down memory lane and join
us for dinner on Friday evening.
As you may remember, we
planned to conduct a calling
campaign to update our address list.
This has proven to be too time
consuming and very inefficient. We
are asking that you update your
information at our table during the
Midwest Conference, or contact Vice
President Mike Sanwald at
sanwald.l@osu.edu or 614-421-1385.
We hope to see you in February.

Exciting things happened last fall in
OTS beginning with OTS hosting the
annual Freshman Orientation Mixer.
The mixer was a great success with
many students, faculty, and
residents attending along with many
of the new faces of the Class of
2004. We enjoy hosting this event as
it gives us the opportunity to
display our house and show what
an incredible place it is.
As always, the social aspects of
OTS were in full swing this quarter.
Our parties were heavily attended
by students, faculty and residents.
The DJ Party saw the best turnout of
the quarter as everyone was ready
to blow off some steam after the first
week of classes. The Ox Roast/Dog
Patch Country Rock Night saw a
return to tradition as we roasted
many pounds of beef on our grill
before a long night of square
dancing. We brought back another
long time event this quarter, the
Muck Fichigan party. Unfortunately,
it did not give our Buckeyes a boost
in their quest to beat Michigan.
We have continued our service
to the community with the Boy
Scouts Explorers program, which is
a great success. We held many wet
labs including a chicken necropsy
lab and a gross pathology lab.
Many thanks to those who have
given their time to help show the
youngsters how rewarding our
profession can be. We also helped
out with the Annual Alumni
Barbecue, and held our Fall Dog
Wash which benefits Pilot Dogs and
is always well attended.
There are many first year
students interested in our chapter.
These students became acquainted
with OTS through the annual
breakfast, the Big Sib/Little Sib

dinner, and the Pledge Party. At the
end of the quarter, we had 25
pledges with the possibility of more,
thanks to the hard work of our
pledge masters.
Our fundraisers have been
selling well this quarter. We
participated in two major sales, the
orientation sale and the Christmas
sale. Just as a reminder, we are
selling long sleeve OTS and Ohio
State T-shirts. Make sure to pick up
one during the OVMA convention.
The most exciting event by far
for our chapter fall quarter was the
annual Grand Council meeting.
This year the meeting was held at
Guelph University. Our chapter
faired extremely well, bringing
home many awards and prizes. We
captured the attendance award as 22
Gamma Chapter Oaties made the
eight- hour trek north. We were
awarded the John P. Donahue
Award for Sustained Excellence,
which we also received last year.
We were also awarded the Robert W.
Vesper Community Service Award
for all our dedication and hard
work. In addition, we took second
place in the Gonzo Olympics for
which we brought home a moose
antler. Last, but definitely not least,
we were chosen to host the 2001
Grand Council meeting which will
be held October 26-28. We would
love to see all Oaties attend Grand
Council this year so we can show
other OTS chapters what a wonder
ful chapter we have. Thank you to
all who attended Grand Council and
everyone who worked to make our
chapter great.
Our supportive alumni have
made it possible for many additions
and renovations to our house. With
their generosity, we were able to
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paint the sunroom and the upstairs
kitchen. The deck had a new layer
of water sealant applied. The bar
rail in the pool table room was
completed and a new rug was
placed in the meeting room. Finally,
night lights were placed in front
of our stained glass windows
around the house. We are blessed to
have such a wonderful house to
represent our chapter. It is greatly
appreciated and made possible
thanks to our alumni.
This winter our schedule of
events is as follows:
Jan. 8 First meeting
Jan. 12 Pledge-sponsored party
Jan. 26 Informal Initiation
Feb. 6 Second meeting
Feb. 10 Formal Initiation and
White Carnation banquet
Feb. 23 OVMA Open House
Feb. 24 Alumni meeting and
luncheon
Mar. 5 Final meeting and elections
As always, we would enjoy having
all alumni attend. We also welcome
any comments and suggestions that
you may have. Finally, we are in the
final stages of getting the OTS
Alumni List Serve up and running.
If you would like to be included in
this list, please e-mail me at
meyer343@hotmail.com. I hope that
everyone has a healthy, happy and
prosperous New Year.

OSU Wins Bid to Host American
Pre-Veterinary Medical Association
National Symposium 2001
by Steve Clinard, Chair
Symposium Planning Committee
The OSU Pre-Veterinary Medical
Association is very proud to have
been chosen to host the 2001
National Symposium on March 23
25,2001. Each symposium host is
chosen by a vote of the member
clubs at the previous symposium.
This year will mark the first time
OSU has hosted this event since
1989. The symposium offers
participants from around the nation
the opportunity to gather for a
weekend of learning and social
interaction. Participants attend
lectures and labs arranged by the
host club and its corresponding
veterinary school. Participants pay
a registration fee to attend. Because
college students often face economic

difficulty, every effort is made to
keep these fees as affordable as
possible. However, this means that
registration fees alone do not meet
the budget requirements of the
symposium and sponsors must be
found.
The OSU Pre-Veterinary Medical
Association wants to present a
program worthy of Ohio State, but
we can only do it with your help.
Anyone interested in supporting this
major event may forward a donation
to the Office of Veterinary
Continuing Education, 601 Vernon
Tharp Street, Columbus, OH 43210,
attn: Ms. Rita Remy. All gifts are
acknowledged and are tax
deductible.
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Research News
Animal Rights Movement Attacks
Ohio State Veterinarians
by Adriennc Leivandoivski
(Ed. Note: Wlien neios of a recently
approved research project liit tlie streets, the
researcher, college and university adminis
trators were deluged with calls and visits
from irate people in opposition. Ms.
Lewandowski, an OSU student as well as a
student employoee of the College, met nnth
tlic College's dean of research to write the
following report.)

1 3 eaching to answer the ringing
I V telephone in early November,
Dr. Andreas von Recum, Associate
Dean for Research, knows what he is
likely to encounter on the line. It is a
person wanting to express
opposition to the newest research
project at the Ohio State University
College of Veterinary Medicine. "I
don't understand why you need to
use cats for this project." This is just
one of many calls that he will
answer in a day and spend time
explaining the benefits of the
research.
The research in question hopes
to use cats as an animal model to
study the treatment of the
HIV/AIDS virus. Dr. Michael
Podell, associate professor of
veterinary clinical sciences, began a
study that uses the feline FIV virus
as a model for the human HIV virus
to study the effects of rnethampheta
mine use on the progression of AIDS
and its treatment.
Telephone calls are not the only
opposition the faculty, staff and
students of the veterinary school
have experienced over the last few
months. Members of Protect Our
Earth's Treasures (POET) have held
demonstrations outside of the

Veterinary Hospital to protest the
use of cats in AIDS research.
Members of other anti-animal
research groups have also been
writing letters.
Most of the people calling about
the study have seen an article in the
paper or on television and cannot
understand why these cats need to
be subjected to AIDS research.
Others object to the concept of
animal research. They see no
benefits in these projects.
Dr. von Recum has spent the last
32 years of his life in veterinary
medicine, and began his research
career in 1971. He has been an
administrator at the OSU veterinary
college since 1997. During this time
he has approved and coordinated
the research projects of many
faculty. Dr. von Recum has seen a
number of projects opposed by
organizations, but this is the worst
opposition to an experiment he has
ever witnessed.
The animal rights community
directs much of their anger and
outrage toward Dr. von Recum,
whose job is to coordinate and
facilitate the research projects of the
faculty within the college. "This has
been a terrific opportunity for the
organized community against
animal research," says Dr. von
Recum. Groups such as POET and
PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals) are using this
project to mobilize new members.
They are using the prejudice of
society against AIDS victims to
villianize this project. Cat lovers

and cat fanciers cannot understand
why these healthy animals should
benefit people who are drug addicts.
The research issue is being
clouded by the common
misperception that all AIDS patients
are drug addicts or sexually
promiscuous. Many AIDS victims
acquired the disease through
contaminated blood transfusions,
tissue transplants or other accidental
means. Unfortunately, many people
infected with HIV/AIDS are also
drug users. Currently, there is no
reliable information on how the
"uppers" such as methamphetamine
affect the progression of the disease
or its treatment methods.
Dr. von Recum suggested that
the anti-research groups such as
PETA and POET were gaining much
of their support from people who
dislike the idea of AIDS research.
According to Dr. von Recum,
"Human physicians must follow the
Hippocratic Oath, they must treat
anyone who has an illness, infected
by any means. There are hundreds
of thousands who have AIDS and
are drug users. They are obligated
to treat them." He indicated that
many of the complaints have
suggested that this research would
be more beneficial if performed on
human test subjects. This is
impossible since an international
treaty prohibits human
experimentation in this form. A
human as a test subject is also
unreliable according to Dr. von
Recum. Scientists cannot be sure of
the most important aspects of AIDS
Continued
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research, i.e. when, where, and how
infection occurred. In an animal
model, this is not a factor. These
variables can be controlled by
closely monitoring the time and
method of infection.
Since von Recum began his
research career, he has seen many
changes in veterinary research.
When he began, it was common to
use stray cats and dogs as test
subjects. This practice is no longer
possible. The Animal Welfare Act
requires facilities to purchase all
animals used for research from a
licensed breeder. The opposition and
regulations have not affected the
national need to do research.
However, day to day operations at a
research facility has altered greatly.
According to von Recum, "Lay
people don't understand the need to
do research and treat animals for
diseases at the same time."
Animal rights groups are trying
to sway the university to stop the
project. "The administration
supports research, careers, and the
freedom of the faculty to choose
research topics/'stated Dr. von
Recum. The university as well as
the College plan to allow the project
to proceed despite the protests. To
stop the project at this point would,
says Dr. von Recum, "interfere with
academic freedom which is very
important in academia, and would
deprive the biomedical community
of much needed information."

Effects of a Synthetic Facial
Pheromone on Behaviors of
Caged Cats
by Cerissa A. Griffith, Elizabeth S.
Steigerwald and C. A. Tony Buffington

Abstract
Healthv and diseased cats were used
in two studies to begin to evaluate
the effects of a synthetic feline facial
pheromone (FFP) on behavior and
food intake of cats caged in the Ohio
State University Veterinary Hospital.
Both client-owned cats and
hospital staff pets were studied.
Cats were assigned consecutively
either to exposure to the FFP or the
vehicle, which were provided by the
manufacturer in spray bottles
marked "A" or "B" so the
investigators were blinded to their
contents. Cats were placed in a
ward cage containing a small cotton
towel that had been sprayed with
solution "A" or "B" 30 minutes
previously. Cats were then
videotaped for 125 minutes and
food intake during the period was
measured to the nearest gram.
Videotapes were scored at 5-minute
intervals for occurrence of any of a
catalog of 5 emotional, 6 activity, 3
resting, 4 consumption, and 2
elimination behaviors.
No differences between the
behavior of healthy and sick cats
were identified. Exposure to
pheromone resulted in significant
(x2, p<0.05) increases in episodes of
grooming, food interest, and eating.
Food intake also was greater (p=0.1,
Student's t-test) in cats exposed to
pheromone than to vehicle
Research Suggests Cats
(mean+s.d. 9.8±17.6 vs. 0.2 ±0.6
Comforted by Synthetic
gm/165min). For all cats, highly
Pheromone
significant (p<0.01) positive
correlations were found between
grooming and facial rubbing (0.8),
Dr. C. A. Tony Buffington, professor of
walking and facial rubbing (0.6),
Veterinary Clinical Sciences, and an OSU
veterinary student and post-doctoral researcher, food interest and facial rubbing
(0.8), eating and facial rubbing (0.8),
recently found tluit when stressed cats are
grooming and food interest (0.94),
exposed to a synthetic form of a feline facial
and grooming and eating (0.96).
phcromone (FFP) they ate more and seemed
more comfortable in a hospital titan did cats
In the second study all cats were
not exposed to the pheromone. Following is
presented with the FFP as described
the abstract from the study published in the
above, and alternately assigned to
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
provision of a clean plastic cat
Association.
carrier placed in the back of the cage
that the cat could hide in and lay on;

the other group (Control) was not
provided a carrier. Twenty-four
hour food intake of the hospital diet
was measured to the nearest gram.
In the second study, 24-hour food
intake was significantly greater
(p<0.05) in cats exposed to the FFP
and the cat carrier (26.0±8.7)
compared to cats exposed to the FFP
only (8.9±7.8). These results suggest
that exposure to the FFP may be
useful to increase food intake of
hospitalized patients, particularly
when other environmental attributes
are modified.

College Researcher
Needs Canine Volunteers
The College requests your assistance
in finding prospective canine
volunteers for a clinical research
study. They are now recruiting for a
Morris Animal Foundation funded
study to establish a protocol for the
effective use of bromide monotherapy
in the treatment of canine epilepsy.
The goal of this study is to determine
if IV loading of bromide to reach a
rapid therapeutic serum bromide
concentration followed by oral
bromide monotherapy is as safe and
effective in the control of epilepsy as
compared to conventional therapy
with phenobarbital. The referral of
any mainly purebred dog, with
onset of seizures from ages 1-5
years, that have not previously been
treated for epilepsy would be greatly
appreciated. The length of the study
is one year and dogs will receive
either bromide (with either oral or
IV loading) or phenobarbital. All
study related treatment is provided
free of charge to the owner and
requires at least five visits to the
OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital.
Owners will be required to keep a
seizure and medication log and give
medication twice daily. Please
contact Dr. Michael Podell
(podell.l@osu.edu) or Dr. Philip
March (march.19@osu.edu ) at 614
292-0950 for any questions or referrals.
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Faculty Grants

Morris Animal Foundation;
two-year award totaling $27,984.

disease and to obtain their PhD
degrees in experimental pathobiology

Drs. C. A. Tony Buffington,
professor of veterinary clinical
sciences, and Lori Birder of the
Univerersity of Pittsburgh recently
received nearly $1.5 million from the
NIH to study the role of nitric oxide
in interstitial cystitis (IC). Their
research will focus on the
investigation of the mechanisms
underlying abnormalities of the cells
that line the bladder of cats with IC.
This is the fourth NIH grant
received to support studies of this
disorder in cats, which is a naturally
occurring model of a similar bladder
pain syndrome in humans.

Dr. Thomas Rosol, professor of
veterinary biosciences, has been
awarded a five-year Research Career
Award from the National Center of
Research Resources of the NIH for
$546,629. Dr. Rosol and his graduate
students are investigating mouse
models of human head and neck
cancer (Dr. Rani Sellers), lung cancer
(Dr. Sarah Tannehill-Gregg),
prostrate cancer (Dr. Bruce LeRoy),
lymphoma (Dr. Virgile Richard), and
function of mammary gland (Dr.
Ramiro Toribio). The NIH have
recognized that there are too few
scientists that understand the
pathophysiology and pathology of
animal models of human disease,
especially in relation to the
increasing numbers of geneticallyengineered mouse models. In
addition, Drs. Rosol and Michael
Lairmore, along with 17 other OSU
scientists, have submitted a training
grant for veterinarians to the NIH
for funding of six veterinarians to
investigate mouse models of human

Dr. Sarah Tannehill-Gregg,
graduate research associate in
veterinary biosciences, has been
awarded a prestigious Mentored
Clinical Scientist Development
Award from the NIH. The five-year
award for $549,264, will support her
stipend and research program. A
1996 graduate of OSU College of
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. TannehillGregg entered a coombined
residency and graduate program in
veterinary pathology in 1997. She is
now pursuing her PhD degree in
experimental pathobiology in the
laboratory of Dr. Thomas Rosol. Dr.
Tannehill-Gregg investigates the role
of parathyroid hormone-related
protein in humans with lung cancer
and in cats with squamous cell
carcinoma of the oral cavity. One of
her goals is to characterize the
molecular pathogenesis of oral
squamous cell carcinomas in cats
and to further basic research on this
poorly understood disease.

Dr. Michael Podell, associate
professor of veterinary clinical
sciences, recently received the
following two grants: A Feline
Model of NeuroAIDS and Drug
Abuse, National Institute on Drug
Abuse, NIH; five-year award
totaling $1.6 million; Intravenous
Administration of Bromide for the
Treatment of Seizures in Dogs,
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Development News
New Veterinary Academic Building
Groundbreaking Ceremony
September 15, 2000

Approximately 250 faculty, alumni and friends attended the
groundbreaking ceremony for the new veterinary medicine
academic building.

Pictured above, left to right, former U.S. Congressman John Kasich,
senior veterinary student Laurinda Morris, OSU President Brit
Kirzoan, and Dean Glen Hoffsis

Dr. Milton Wyman (DVM '63) and Dr. Paul Knapp (DVM '61) enjoy
lively conversation at a reception prior to the groundbreaking.

Dr. Clarence Cole (DVM '43), Dean Emeritus, College of Veterinary
Medicine, stands beside a picture (circa 1951) of himself with College
of Medicine professors Samuel Saslow, M.D. and John Prior, M.D. as
they compare cultures from dogs and human patients.
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Development News
by Karen Longbrake, Director of Development

Corporate Alliances
Provide a Win-Win
Our goal to be the premier
veterinary college in North America
is dependent upon our continued
corporate alliances. One of the
College of Veterinary Medicine's
most successful partnerships
resulted in the patenting of the
feline leukemia vaccine by our
faculty members. The license to this
vaccine, held by Pfizer Inc., has a
royalty income to date of nearly $20
million, which has been used to
support the college research
program and established the
university's interdisciplinary
Retrovirus Research Center.
Recently, an endowed chair in
industrial veterinary medicine was
established by Dr. Robert Rainier, a
career employee of Pfizer Inc. and a
1963 graduate of our college. Unique
to this program - which will help to
ensure that our graduates receive
the training they need to become
leaders in industrial veterinary
medicine and research - will be an
independent advisory group
comprising representatives from
both industry and academia. In
addition, through a one-of-a-kind
program currently under
development, the college will seek
industry experts as visiting lecturers,
to provide students with specialized
training and real-world experience.

This program will enhance already
thriving research relationships with
pharmaceutical and nutrition
companies including Pfizer,
Schering, Merck/Merial, Fort
Dodge, and many others.
Other corporate partnerships,
with such organizations as Select
Sires, the Central Ohio Breeders
Association, Buckeye Nutrition and
the IAMS Corporation, support our
food animal and public health
programs. For example, the new
IAMS partnership will fund faculty
research grants, post-D.V.M.
residency training, and the
development of new educational
programs in the clinical sciences.
The college is actively pursuing
relationships that create synergy
with corporations and industries
relevant to the veterinary profession.
For more information about how
your company can get involved

please contact me at (614) 688-8160
or Longbrake.l@osu.edu

COBA

Since 1946

COBA/Select Sires Dairy
Cattle Research Fund
The COBA/Select Sires Dairy Cattle
Research Fund was established in
November 2000 with a gift of $50,000
from the farmer-member-owners of
COBA/Select Sires. The annual
income will provide monies for dairy
cattle research or to support a
graduate student doing dairy cattle
research within the Department of
Veterinary Preventive Medicine.

Bliss Estate
Pictured above is Dr. William Tenner, Associate Dean of Student Affairs, Mr. Willie Grove,
Trustee of the Dorothy Bliss Estate, and Dean Glen Hoffsis accepting a check for $290,000.
Mrs. Dorothy Bliss of Upper Arlington, OH, a long-time client of the OSU Veterinary
Teaching Hospital, made this very generous gift through her estate. Mrs. Bliss's gift will
support an endowed scholarship, an endowed student enrichment fund and the new veterinary
academic building. We are very grateful for the generosity and foresight that Mrs. Bliss embodied.
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Student Scholarships
College of Veterinary
Medicine Alumni Scholarship

Dean Glen Hoffsis celebrates the conclusion
ofOSU's "Affirm Thy Friendship" campaign
with Teckie and Don Sliackleford.

Thanks To You!
Thanks to the generosity of Ohio
State alumni and friends the "Affirm
Thy Friendship" Campaign ended
with a bang. The College of
Veterinary Medicine, raised a total of
$26,219,444, achieving 109% of our goal.
The final total for the entire
campaign exceeds $1.23 billion.
Over 1 million gifts have been made
from over 250,000 people. This is an
average of one gift every 43 seconds
of every workday during the
campaign. The total amount raised
during the five years of the campaign
exceeds the total amount of gifts
received during the previous 123
years of the university's existence.

New Veterinary Medicine
Academic Building
Although the university's Affirm
Thy Friendship campaign has ended,
the College is still working toward
achieving our goal of $7 million in
private dollars for our new academic
building. To date we have received
gifts and pledges totaling $2.9 million.
We are pleased to announce that a
gift pledge of $50,000 to name the
atrium fireplace in the new building
has been received by the Ohio
Veterinary Medical Association
(OVMA).' In addition, Dr. C.
Richard Beckett, DVM 1960 and his
family have pledged $100,000 to
name the Arch Garden. The Arch
Garden will be located on the
exterior and will incorporate the
original stone arch from the Neil &
17th Avenue building.

Five students are the 2000 recipients
of the College of Veterinary
Medicine Alumni Scholarship.
This scholarship was established in
1981 by the College's Alumni
Society to assist students to meet the
costs of their education. The
recipients must demonstrate
academic ability and financial need.
The following students, all first year
students, received the scholarship:
Kevin Benjamino ($9,080); Jean Joo
($7,470); Jennifer Merlo ($10,000);
Mei-An Raicer ($10,000) and
Michelle Santangelo ($10,000).

American Kennel Club
Scholarship
Rhonda R. Zack, a senior student, is
the 2000 recipient of the American
Kennel Club Scholarship. This
$1,000 scholarship is given to
veterinary students with an interest
in canine biology and/or purebred
dogs. Ms. Zack, from Brook Park,
Ohio, has a particular interest in
canine genetics. Following graduation
she intends to work in a small animal
and exotics private practice.

American Veterinary Medical
Foundation Scholarship
Kristen Clady, a junior student, is
the 2000 recipient of the American
Veterinary Medical Foundation
Scholarship. This $1,160 scholar
ship is presented by the American
Veterinary Medical Foundation to
veterinary students in good academic
standing. Ms. Clady, from
Westerville, Ohio, was previously
named to Golden Key National
Honor Society and Alpha Lambda
Delta freshman honorary. She has a
special interest in small animal and
equine medicine and theriogenology.

Bil-Jac Foods Scholarship
Alison Koodrich, a sophomore
student, is the 2000 recipient of the
Bil-Jac Foods Scholarship. This
$1,000 scholarship is given to a

veterinary student with an interest
in nutrition and with financial need.
Ms. Koodrich, from Huntington
Beach, California, graduated with
highest honors in biological sciences
from undergraduate school. She has
a special interest in small animal
nutrition and behavior.

Blakeslee Memorial
Scholarship
Trisha Venzke, a sophomore
student, is the 2000 recipient of the
Pamela L. Blakeslee Memorial
Scholarship. This $900 scholarship
is based on financial need and
demonstrated ability, with preference
to students who have completed
their undergraduate work in OSU's
Department of Animal Science. Ms.
Venzke, of Oregon, Ohio, would like
to practice small animal medicine
following graduation and has a
particular interest in internal
medicine and surgery.

Blarney Scholarship
Stanton Boyce, William Freeman
and Andrea Flory are the 2000
recipients of the Dr. Edwin R. and
Mrs. Isabel Blarney Scholarship.
This $800 scholarship was
established by the Progressive Dog
Club of Greater New York to honor
the Blarneys for their service and
commitment for the betterment of
purebred and toy dogs. It is
presented to veterinary students
who have demonstrated exceptional
ability and/or financial need. Mr.
Boyce, a junior from Mansfield,
Ohio, is active in several student
veterinary associations and has
received previous academic
scholarships. He has a particular
interest in a mixed animal general
practice. Mr. Freeman, a junior from
Bowling Green, Ohio, graduated
cum laude from OSU and was
named to the Golden Key National
Honor Society. He has a special
interest in canine medicine. Ms.
Flory, a sophomore from Xenia,
Ohio, intends to do an internship,
and possibly a residency, following
graduation.
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Ch. Forfox Liz Claiborne
CDX Scholarship
Ivanna Hummel, a junior student, is
the 2000 recipient of the Ch. Forfox
Liz Claiborne CDX Scholarship.
This $300 scholarship is presented
each year by the Pembroke Welsh
Corgi Club of America Inc. to a
veterinary college chosen by the
winner of High in Trial Corgi show.
Ms. Hummel, of Cambridge Springs,
PA, is active in several student
veterinary associations. She has a
special interest in small animal
practice and canine medicine in
particular.

Cincinnati Kennel Club
Scholarship
Susanna Hinkle and Michael
Sanwald are the 2000 recipients of
the Cincinnati Kennel Club
Scholarship. This $750 scholarship
is given to veterinary students from
southwestern Ohio who have
demonstrated financial need and are
interested in canine medicine and
surgery. Ms. Hinkle, a senior from
Cincinnati, Ohio, has a special
interest in canine surgery, cardiology
and ophthalmology. Following
graduation she would like to
complete an internship and residency
in small animal. Mr. Sanwald, a
sophomore from Cincinnati, Ohio,
would like to practice small animal
and exotic medicine following
graduation.

Dad's Pet Food Products
Scholarship
Christina Saul, a senior student, is
the 2000 recipient of the Dad's Pet
Food Products Scholarship. This
$5,000 scholarship is presented to a
veterinary student with a special
interest in nutrition. Ms. Saul from
Bryan, Ohio, is the senior class vice
president and former president of
the Student Chapter of the American
Association of Feline Practitioners
and former national delegate to the
Student Chapter of the American
Veterinary Medical Association. She
has a special interest in small animal
medicine and surgery, in particular
nutrition and acupuncture.

Davis Scholarship
Sarah Dutki, a junior student, is the
2000 recipient of the Jean M. Davis
Scholarship. This $500 scholarship
is presented to women veterinary
students with financial need. Ms.
Dutki, from Washington, Michigan,
graduated summa cum laude with
highest honors from OSU and was
named their Outstanding
Biochemistry Graduate. She has a
particular interest in equine
reproduction.

Delaware Ohio Kennel Club
Scholarship
Senior students Shalene
Leddingham and Christina Scherer
are the 2000 recipients of the
Delaware Ohio Kennel Club
Scholarship. This $1,000 scholarship
is given to a second, third or fourth
year veterinary students from
Delaware County with proven
academic ability and interest in
small animal medicine. Ms.
Leddingham, from Delaware, Ohio,
has previously received several
academic scholarships. She has a
particular interest in dermatology
and internal medicine. Ms. Scherer,
from Delaware, Ohio, has previously
received several academic honors.
She has a particular interest in internal
medicine and reproduction.

Eggert Scholarship
Joshua Bartoe, Ann Schmitz and
Eva Sikorska are the 2000 recipients
of the Matthew J. Eggert
Scholarship. These $950 scholarships
are presented to junior and senior
veterinary students who have
financial need, excellent scholastic
records and an interest in veterinary
pathology. Mr. Bartoe, a senior from
Duluth, Minnesota, graduated
magna cum laude from
undergraduate college. He has a
particular interest in pathology,
ophthalmology and academics. Ms.
Schmitz, a junior from St. Louis,
Missouri, is involved in several
student veterinary associations. She
has a particular interest in internal
medicine and clinical pathology. Ms.
Sikorska, a junior form Westfield,
Massachusetts, has previously
received several scholastic honors.

She has a special interest in
endocrinology and internal
medicine and would like to pursue
an internship and residency
following graduation.

Ferguson Scholarship
Kirstin Boddy and Mary Pratt are
the 2000 recipients of the Dr. Lloyd
C. Ferguson Scholarship. This
$1,000 scholarship is presented to
veterinary students beginning work
in the area of microbiology. Ms.
Boddy, a senior from Hilliard, Ohio,
is a dual degree student enrolled in
the DVM program as well as a
master's degree program in
veterinary biosciences. She has a
special interest in cardiology. Ms.
Pratt, a sophomore from Palmyra,
Pennsylvania, received numerous
academic honors and awards while
in undergraduate college. She has a
particular interest in pathology and
research.

Gerlat Memorial Scholarship
Three sophomore students at The
Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine are the 2000
recipients of the Ellen Gerlat
Memorial Scholarship. These $925
scholarships, established in memory
of Ellen Gerlat who died during her
first year at the OSU College of
Veterinary Medicine, are given to
Ohio residents who have
demonstrated academic excellence.
Kathryn Larson, from Centerville,
Ohio, is active in several student
veterinary organizations. She has a
special interest in equine
reproduction. Laura Michaels, from
Bolivar, Ohio, has previously
received several academic honors.
She has a special interest in behavioral
medicine and pathology. Dawn
Rayburn, from St. Paris, Ohio, is
interested in large and small animal
medicine and would like to work in
a mixed animal private practice
following graduation.

Hart/IDEXX Scholarship
Senior student Ryan Keane is the
recipient of the Allan H.
Hart/IDEXX Scholarship. This S500
scholarship, presented for the first
time in 2000, is awarded to a senior
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student who displays exceptional
proficiency in diagnostic clinical
pathology. Mr. Keane, from Marion,
Ohio, intends to join a small animal
practice following graduation.

Heldt Family Scholarship
Kasie Podojil, Luminita Sarbu and
Rebecca Schoenberg are the 2000
recipients of the Heldt Family
Scholarship. This $750 scholarship
is given to veterinary students with
financial need who are interested in
animal geriatrics and in working
with pet owners in a caring and
compassionate manner. Ms. Podojil,
a junior from Novelty, Ohio, is
active in several student veterinary
associations, including the Pet Loss
Hotline. She has a special interest in
small animal internal medicine and
human/animal bond. Ms. Sarbu, a
sophomore from Bucharest,
Romania, has a PhD degree in
microbiology and previously
received numerous fellowships. She
has a special interest in small animal
internal medicine. Ms. Schoenberg,
a senior from South Toms River,
New Jersey, is active in several
student veterinary associations. She
has a special interest in exotics,
behavior and alternative medicine.

Henkel Scholarship
Six students at The Ohio State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine are the 2000 recipients of
the Luella Henkel Scholarship.
These $1,800 scholarships are
presented to minority students in
veterinary medicine, with preference
to black students, and are based on
financial need and academic ability.
Rita Echandi, a sophomore from
San Juan, Puerto Rico, has been
named to the Golden Key National
Honor Society, She has a special
interest in preventive medicine and
pathology. Luis Lugo, a senior from
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, was named
to Phi Zeta national veterinary
honor society. He is interested in
exotics and mixed animal practice.
Lisa Mach, a senior from Cleveland,
Ohio, has a special interest in exotics
and wildlife medicine. She hopes to
work in a small or mixed animal
practice and provide services for low
income families. Chris Premanandan,

a senior from Dayton, Ohio, has a
special interest in pathology,
ophthalmology and surgery.
Following graduation he would like
to complete a small animal internship
or pathology residency. Maria
Rivera, a junior from Caguas, Puerto
Rico, intends to practice small ani
mal medicine in Florida following
graduation. Natasha Stridiron, a
sophomore from St. Thomas, Virgin
Islands, graduated cum laude.
Following graduation she intends to
work in a small animal practice.

Horvitz Fund in Veterinary
Medicine
Three students are the 2000
recipients of the Morgan Horvitz
Fund in Veterinary Medicine.
These $950 scholarships are given to
a sophomore, junior or senior
veterinary student who has
demonstrated academic excellence,
and compassion for and love of ani
mals with a special interest in canine
medicine. Lisa Ellsberry, a junior
from Corte Madera, California, was
previously named to Alpha Gamma
Sigma Honor Society. She is very
active in several student veterinary
associations and has a special
interest in companion animal
medicine. Megan Feeney, a
sophomore from Akron, Ohio, has a
special interest in small animal
emergency and internal medicine.
Melinda Leshy, a sophomore from
Dublin, Ohio, has a special interest
in small animal medicine.

Hubbard Scholarship
Junior student Rachel Bowlus is the
2000 recipient of the M.L. Hubbard
Scholarship. This $1000 scholarship
is presented to a veterinary student
who has demonstrated scholarship
and proficiency in the basic sciences
and with financial need. It is given
in memory of Dr. Marshall L.
Hubbard (OSU '52) to recognize his
influence on young people interested
in veterinary medicine. Ms. Bowlus,
from Perrysburg, Ohio, has
previously received several
scholastic awards and is active in
many student veterinary
associations. She has a special
interest in soft tissue surgery and
radiology.

Levengood Memorial
Scholarship
Sophomore student Philip Kelch is
the 2000 recipient of the Lou
Levengood Memorial Scholarship.
This $900 scholarship to
commemorate Mr. Lou Levengood
and his love and devotion to Golden
Retrievers, is presented to veterinary
students who are Ohio residents
with demonstrated financial need.
Mr. Kelch, from Sardinia, Ohio, is
involved in several veterinary
student organizations. He intends
to practice in a rural mixed animal
practice following graduation.

Lloyd's of London Equine
Scholarship
Senior student Virginia DeChant is
the 2000 recipient of the Lloyd's of
London Equine Scholarship. This
$1,000 scholarship is presented to a
fourth-year veterinary student with
financial need who intends to
specialize in work with thoroughbred
horses. Ms. DeChant, from
Vermilion, Ohio, is active in several
veterinary student associations. She
has a special interest in reproduction
and intends to have an ambulatory
equine practice following graduation.

Lobach Memorial
Scholarship
Junior students O. Galen Johnson
and Rachel Beltz are the 2000
recipients of the George W. and
William S. Lobach Memorial
Scholarship. This $800 scholarship
is presented to veterinary students
with special interest in large animal
medicine. It was established in the
memory of George and William
Lobach, both doctors of veterinary
medicine. Mr. Johnson, from North
Lewisburg, Ohio, has a special
interest in equine and large animal
medicine. Following graduation he
would like to have a private practice
in a rural community. Ms. Beltz,
from New Castle, Pennsylvania, has
a special interest in equine sports
medicine and reproduction.
Following graduation, she would
like to enter into a private equine
medicine practice.
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Madden/Cincinnati VMA
Scholarship
Four students are the 2000 recipients
of the A.G. Madden/Cincinnati
Veterinary Medical Association
Scholarship. This $1,050 scholarship
is given to veterinary students,
preferably Cincinnati residents, with
financial need and demonstrated
participation in organized veterinary
medicine. Ann Auer, a senior from
Cincinnati, Ohio, is involved in
several veterinary student
organizations. She has a special
interest in theriogenology, production
medicine and surgery. Tim
McMullan, a senior from Cincinnati,
Ohio, has a special interest in small
animal surgery and intends to join a
small animal general practice.
Molly McOwen, a senior from
Goshen, Ohio, is involved in several
student veterinary organizations.
She has a special interest in equine
medicine and would like to enter
private practice in Cincinnati area
following graduation. Julia Strieker,
a junior from Cincinnati, Ohio, is her
veterinary class secretary and
veterinary fraternity treasurer. She
has a special interest in small and
exotic animal medicine.

Medina Kennel Club
Scholarship
Junior student Scott Hoffman is the
2000 recipient of the Medina
County Kennel Club Scholarship.
This $750 scholarship is presented to
a veterinary student from Medina
County who has financial need and
is interested in small animal medicine.

Meyer Veterinary Anatomy
Scholarship
Two sophomore students are the
2000 recipients of the Hermann
Meyer Veterinary Anatomy
Scholarship Award. This $650
scholarship is presented to a
veterinary student who has shown
interest and excellent performance
in veterinary anatomy during
his/her first year of study and who
has demonstrated financial need.
Renae Gerschutz, from Miller City,
Ohio, graduated summa cum laude
with honors from undergraduate
college. She has a special interest in
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small animal and exotic medicine.
Amy Wolfgang, from Youngstown,
Ohio, graduated magna cum laude
from Miami Univ. and was named to
Phi Beta Kappa and Golden Key
National Honor Societies. She has a
special interest in small animal,
exotic and wildlife medicine.

Miami Valley VMA
Scholarship
Senior student Sean Morrison is the
2000 recipient of the Miami Valley
Veterinary Medical Association
Scholarship. This $1,000
scholarship is presented to a
veterinary student with financial
need from Montgomery or adjacent
county Mr. Morrison, from Dayton,
Ohio, has a special interest in small
animal medicine and surgery.
Following graduation he would like
to complete an internship.

Ohio River Valley Llama
Association Scholarship
Two junior students are the 2000
recipients of the Ohio River Valley
Llama Association Scholarship.
This $500 scholarship is presented to
a third year veterinary student with
financial need and an interest in
llama medicine. Kate Mottinger,
from Chagrin Falls, Ohio, has a
special interest in surgery and
wishes to work with camelids
following graduation. Emily
Nicely, from Bellevue, Ohio, has a
special interest in camelids,
companion animals, food animals
and aquatics. She intends to work
in a private practice following
graduation.

Ohio Veterinary Medical
Association Auxiliary
Scholarship
Four students are the 2000 recipients
of the Ohio Veterinary Medical
Association (OVMA) Auxiliary
Scholarship. This $1,000
scholarship is presented to students
who are immediately related to a
veterinarian, are in good academic
standing, who show promise and
potential in the art and practice of
veterinary medicine, and shall be
able to work well with both animals
and people. Adam Coatney, a

sophomore from Dayton, Ohio,
intends to practice medicine with his
father and sister in Dayton follow
ing graduation. Grace Davainis, a
junior from Petaluma, California,
has previously received several
academic honors including being
named to Phi Kappa Phi and Golden
Key Honor Societies. She has a
special interest in cardiology and
endocrinology Shane Hodson, a
senior from Farmersville, Ohio, has
a special interest in equine and small
animal medicine. Following
graduation he intends to return to
his hometown and form a
partnership with his father to
expand his mixed animal practice.
Jessica Stanek, a junior from
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, was
previously named to Phi Beta Kappa
and Golden Key Honor Societies.
She has a special interest in small
animal medicine.

Pfizer Scholarship
Senior student Karen Fisk is the
2000 recipient of the Pfizer
Scholarship. This $1,000 scholar
ship, presented by Pfizer Animal
Health, is given to a veterinary
student based on financial need and
good academic standing. Ms. Fisk,
from West Chester, Ohio, has a
special interest in exotics and small
animal medicine and surgery. She
intends to enter into private practice
following graduation.

Priestley Scholarship
Three students are the 2000
recipients of the Arch & Mary Ellen
Priestley Scholarship. This $1,000
scholarship is given to junior or
senior Ohio or West Virginia
residents who have an interest in
food animal medicine. Alison
Bertram, a junior from Moundsville,
West Virginia, is active in several
student veterinary associations. She
has a special interest in food animal
medicine. Kristen Helsinger, a
junior from Brookville, Ohio, has
special interest in food animal
medicine. Following graduation she
would like to enter a mixed animal
practice. Christinna Schilling, a
senior from Galloway, Ohio, has a
special interest in food animal and
equine medicine and surgery.
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Following graduation she plans to
complete an equine ambulatory
internship and enter a large animal
private practice.

Purdy Scholarship
Carrie Boeshart, a freshman student
at The Ohio State University College
of Veterinary Medicine, is the 2000
recipient of the Dr. Clyde L. & Dora
L. Purdy Scholarship. This $700
scholarship is given to veterinary
students from Knox County Ohio.
Ms. Boeshart, from Danville, Ohio,
is active in several student
veterinary organizations. She has a
special interest in equine sports
medicine, lameness and nutrition.

Ralston Purina Scholarship
Junior student Holly Pappas is the
2000 recipient of the Ralston-Purina
Scholarship. This $1,000
scholarship is presented to a junior
veterinary student with financial
need and a strong interest in
nutrition and physiology. Ms.
Pappas, from Columbus, Ohio, is
involved with several veterinary
student organizations. She has a
special interest in oncology and
nutrition.

Richland County Kennel
Club Scholarship
Two sophomore students are the
2000 recipients of the Richland
County Kennel Club Scholarship.
This $2,000 scholarship is presented
to a veterinary student from
Ashland or Richland County who
has financial need, excellent
academic standing, and an interest
in small animal medicine. Cheryl
Becker, from Jeromesville, Ohio, has
a special interest in companion ani
mal and emergency medicine.
Following graduation she intends to
work in a small animal practice.
David White, from Ashland, Ohio,
has previously been named to
Golden Key National Honor Society.
Following graduation he wishes to
return to the Ashland area and join a
mixed animal practice.

Salsbury Scholarship
The 2000 Salsbury Scholarship has

been awarded to 15 senior students.
This $1,500 scholarship from the Dr.
J.E. Salsbury Endowment was given
to the following students who have
demonstrated leadership,
scholarship, initiative and
perseverance, and who have
financial need. Rachel Berngartt,
from Parma, Ohio, has been very
active in student veterinary
associations, including past
president of the theriogenology club
and student chapter of the American
Association of Equine Practitioners.
Following graduation she would
like to complete an internship in an
equine practice. Virginia DeChant,
from Vermilion, Ohio, has a special
interest in equine theriogenology.
Following graduation she would
like to join an equine or large animal
mixed private practice. Holly Fink,
from Seville, Ohio, is treasurer of her
veterinary class. She has a special
interest in working with llamas and
alpacas. Bernadette Hermann, from
Dearborn Heights, Michigan, has
previously received numerous
scholastic honors and is active in
student veterinary organizations.
She has a special interest in
preventive medicine, client
education and public health.
Michelle Lindsey, from Parma
Heights, Ohio, graduated summa
cum laude from undergraduate
college and is secretary of her
veterinary class. She has a special
interest in small animal medicine
and surgery Catherine Moreau,
from Sarasota, Florida, has a special
interest in large animal medicine.
Following graduation she intends to
join a mixed animal practice in
North Carolina. Laurinda Morris,
from Pataskala, Ohio, has previously
received numerous scholastic honors
and is president of her veterinary
class. She has a special interest in
small animal medicine, dentistry
and behavior. Melinda Osborne,
from Charleston, West Virginia, is
involved with several veterinary
student organizations, including
vice president of the Equine and
Food Animal Clubs. She has a
special interest in large animal,
especially equine, medicine. Jason
Osterstock, from Lenhartsville, PA,
has a special interest in food animal

surgery and theriogenology
Following graduation he would like
to return to academia to pursue a
teaching career and specialization.
Melissa Roche, from Cleveland,
Ohio, has a special interest in feline
internal medicine and behavior.
Following graduation she plans to
join a small animal and equine
practice in the Pacific Northwest.
Michele Sacksteder, from Greenville,
Ohio, is very active in student
veterinary organizations including
president of the student chapter of
the AVMA. Following graduation
she intends to join a small animal
and exotic medicine practice.
Christina Saul, from Bryan, Ohio, is
very active in several student
veterinary organizations including
vice president of her veterinary class
and past president of the student
chapter of American Association of
Feline Practitioners. She has a
special interest in nutrition and
acupuncture. Clairissa Thornton,
from West Chester, Ohio, has a
special interest in small animal
medicine and plans to join a small
animal general practice following
graduation. Timothy Van Grouw,
from Midland Park, New Jersey, has
previously received several scholastic
honors. He has a special interest in
dairy medicine. Erin Whitty, from
Beavercreek, Ohio, has been named
to Phi Zeta National Honor Society.
She has a special interest in feline
and exotic animal medicine.

Steddom Trust Scholarship
Three students are the 2000
recipients of the Steddom Trust
Scholarship. This $3,000 scholar
ship is awarded to veterinary stu
dents from Warren County Ohio.
Otto Brasch, a senior from Mason,
Ohio, graduated summa cum laude
and was voted "outstanding senior"
of his undergraduate college. He
has a special interest in the perfor
mance horse, in particular the racing
Thoroughbred. Adam Cayot, a
senior from Lebanon, Ohio, has a
special interest in equine medicine.
Following graduation he intends to
complete an internship in Ocala,
Florida, followed by working as an
equine ambulatory general
practitioner. John McCullough, a
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freshman from Lebanon, Ohio, has a
special interest in food animal and
small animal emergency medicine.

Sugarbush Kennel Club
Fund Scholarship
Matt Del Grosso and Kayla Stewart,
students at The Ohio State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine, are the 2000 recipients of
the Sugarbush Kennel Club Fund
Scholarship. This $900 scholarship
is presented to veterinary students
with financial need from Geauga
County. Mr. Del Grosso, a senior
from Chardon, Ohio, has a special
interest in critical care and
emergency small animal medicine.
Ms. Stewart, a sophomore from
Bainbridge Twpv Ohio, was a
national merit scholar and
graduated with distinction from
undergraduate college. She has a
special interest in epidemiology.

Venzke Scholarship
Senior student Jennifer Taylor is the
2000 recipient of the Dr. Walter G.
Venzke Scholarship. This $1,000
scholarship is given to a veterinary
student who has demonstrated
ability in anatomy and with
financial need, in honor of Professor
Emeritus Walter G. Venzke. Ms.
Taylor, from Buckley, West Virginia,
has a special interest in anatomic
pathology, in which area she intends
to complete a residency following
graduation.

Western Reserve Kennel
Club Scholarship
Senior students Maureen Brown
and Robin Wulf are the 2000
recipients of the Western Reserve
Kennel Club Scholarship. This
$750 scholarship is presented to
veterinary students from Cuyahoga
County or Northeastern Ohio who
have financial need and are interest
ed in small animal medicine. Ms.
Brown, from Solon, Ohio, is active in
several veterinary student
organizations. She has a special
interest in small animal emergency
medicine. Ms. Wulf, from
Chesterland, Ohio, was named to
the Dean's List and Phi Beta Kappa
National Honor Society. She has a

particular interest in internal
medicine and ophthalmology.

Wolfman Memorial
Scholarship
Two junior students are the 2000
recipients of the Dr. Barbara Ann
Wolfman Memorial Scholarship.
These $700 scholarships are
presented to third-year students
who have demonstrated scholarship
and proficiency in the basic sciences,
and with financial need. It was
established in memory of Dr.
Wolfman, a 1982 graduate of the
OSU College of Veterinary Medicine.
Wendy Jenkins, from Marietta,
Ohio, has a special interest in small
animal, exotic and equine medicine.
Following graduation she intends to
establish a practice in a small town
in Ohio or West Virginia. Amber
Wiesner, from Shelton, Connecticut,
has a special interest in small animal
internal medicine and soft tissue
surgery. She intends to join a private
practice following graduation.

Vet Smart Award
Junior student Jennifer Arculus is
the 2000 recipient of the Vet Smart
Award. This $1,000 award is
presented to a veterinary student
with an interest in the human/
animal bond. Ms. Arculus, from
Newark, Delaware, is active in
several student veterinary
organizations, including past
president of OSU's Human Animal
Bond Club. She has a special
interest in small animal cardiology.

Dad's Pet Food Products and
Kroger Food Stores Offer
Scholarship
Last March, Dad's Pet Food
Products and Central Ohio Kroger
Food Stores joined with the OSU
College of Veterinary Medicine to
offer consumers the opportunity to
register to have a $2,500 scholarship
donated in their name to a current
OSU veterinary student.
Additionally, the winning consumer
would also win a year's supply of
Dad's Pet food products, and Dad's
and Krogers would jointly make a
$2,500 donation to OSU.
In August, Dr. William Fenner,

associate dean of veterinary student
affairs, Mr. Chris Weber of'Dad's Pet
Food Products, and Mr. Jeff Smith,
store manager of a central Ohio
Kroger store made the presentation
to consumer winner Linda Baum of
Columbus. The overall promotion
created tremendous interest in
central Ohio as the number of entries
was overwhelming. Dad's Pet Foods
and Kroger are committed to
continuing their support of the
Columbus community and the OSU
veterinary college educational program.
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Faculty Appointments
Ted Drost, DVM
Veterinary Clinical
Sciences
by Jennifer Holland, VME I

The College's newest assistant
professor of radiology, Dr. Tod Drost,
was attracted to OSU based on its
great reputation, the
opportunity to work with a strong
faculty, and to advance his research
interest in renal imaging. An
original Californian, Dr. Drost
moved to Florida when he was
twelve. His desire to become a
veterinarian was influenced by the
fact that his father is a veterinarian
and a professor at the University of
Florida. He observed first-hand the
reward veterinary medicine
provided to his father, and was
intrigued by the multitude of
opportunities available.
Dr. Drost received his DVM
degree in 1991 and completed an
externship at the Santa Cruz
Veterinary Hospital. He found
himself attracted to radiology
because it does not limit his work to
only large or small animals. He also
appreciates his schedule which
allows more time to spend with his
wife, also a veterinarian, and two
young daughters. A third child is
due in February.

Following graduation, Dr. Drost
spent a year in a mixed animal
practice in Florida. Wanting to
pursue his interest in radiology, Dr.
Drost completed a residency in
radiology at North Carolina State
University and moved into the
position of radiation oncology
assistant. He became board certified
by the American College of
Veterinary Radiology. In 1995, he
accepted an appointment as
assistant profesor of radiology at
Oklahoma State University. While
at Oklahoma State, Dr. Drost
devoted his time to various research
endeavors emcompassing interests
in renal imaging and ultrasonography
He also conducted both large and
small animal radiology rounds,
served as faculty advisor for third
and fourth year veterinary students,
and led discussions for House
Officers journal club. Dr. Drost was
named "Teacher of the Year" in 1997
by the Class of 1998.
When asked what he enjoys
most about his new appointment at
OSU, Dr. Drost stated he likes the
atmosphere of teamwork and open
discussion within the department.
He believes he and his colleagues
share innovative ideas and
techniques and are collectively
working to make OSU the best in
the world.
In his spare time, Dr. Drost is an
avid sports fan, especially Florida
Gator and Buckeye football. In
addition, he spends time working
with his wife redecorating houses.

Julie Funk, DVM
Veterinary Preventive
Medicine
by Jaime Schaaf, VME I

Dr. Julie Funk came to us from
Michigan. Growing up on a pig
farm, Dr. Funk knew she wanted to
satisfy her "type-A personality"
with a challenging career, but she
didn't want to ignore her personal
need for animal exposure. Her
choice to become a veterinarian was
born of logic and an enthusiasm for
agriculture. But just how did she
end up at The Ohio State University?
Dr. Funk graduated from
Michigan State University and went
into private practice in Indiana. The
practice was 95% swine with some
cow/calf operations and even a little
small animal work (mostly as a
service to the swine clients). But
after two years, she decided to
return to school. This time she
attended the University of Illinois to
earn a Master's degree in veterinary
clinical sciences. This experience
verified her interest in research and
took her on to Raleigh, North
Carolina. Emerging with a PhD
degree in comparative biomedical
sciences from North Carolina State
University, Dr. Funk was seeking an
institution that would suit her needs
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as a researcher, and benefit from her
interest in academia.
Being in North Carolina was
nice, Dr. Funk admits, but she says,
"There's a certain 'Midwesterness'
that I missed." When she saw the
advertisement in JAVMA for an
opening at Ohio State, she decided
to tackle the two-day interview
process and see where it led. Dr.
Funk immediately fell into place
with the faculty in the Department
of Veterinary Preventive Medicine.
"I really felt a rapport with the other
faculty. I really enjoy the other
faculty in this department, because
there's a real cohesiveness about
them. They seem to really get along;
there seem to be common goals."
The predominant reason she left
North Carolina was not just that
Midwestern draw, but the fact that
there was a "connection" between
her and the faculty with whom she
would be working.
When asked if she considers
herself to be a Buckeye, Dr. Funk
laughed and replied, "I am a
Buckeye for all games except
Michigan State games, for which I
am still a Spartan... still bleed green."
Her light-heartedness and laughter
throughout the interview reflected
her approach to teaching, something
she enjoys. It most likely has
something to do with her competitive
nature, because according to Dr.
Funk, "...veterinary students are the
toughest audience, because they're
very aggressive people, they're very
demanding, and they have very
high standards..."
Dr. Funk currently is working
on grant proposals for the research
she hopes to pursue at Ohio State. It
is a continuation of the work she did
in her master's and PhD degree
programs, which is looking at
potential food-borne pathogens in
the farm environment and trying to
understand their epidemiology and
their transmission patterns in an
effort to identify means of controlling
them at the farm level. The goal is
to decrease risk of transmission
during the slaughter-processing
phase of production. Most days she
attends lectures to familiarize herself
with the classes being taught out of
her department, and she is working

on some manuscripts for
publication. She is very enthusiastic
about meeting anyone with interest
in the field of food safety and
epidemiology.

Donna Kusewitt, DVM
Veterinary Biosciences
by Kristin Candy, VME II

Dr. Donna Kusewitt's innate sense
of curiosity has kept her on the
cutting edge of veterinary pathology
and has recently brought her to OSU.
Her career began at the University
of Missouri where she earned a BA
degree in Biology and on a whim
applied to the university's veterinary
school. While in vet school she
worked with Dr. Joseph Wagner, the
head of Missouri's Laboratory
Animal Training program. She cites
her work with Dr. Wagner as what
sparked her interest in
pathology and research as well as
giving her an excellent training in
scientific writing.
After receiving her DVM degree
in 1977, Dr. Kusewitt spent a year
working for the USDA's exotic bird
quarantine station in Miami, Florida
before entering a residency program
in pathology at the University of
Illinois. While in Illinois she met
and married her husband, Dr. John
Thilsted, who is also a veterinary
pathologist.
Upon completion of her
residency in 1980, Dr. Kusewitt
moved to New Mexico to continue
post-doctoral work at the Inhalation
Toxicology Research Institute and in
1983 became board certified bv the

American College of Veterinary
Pathologists. Dr. Kusewitt became
increasingly interested in molecular
biology and entered a PhD program
at the University of New Mexico to
study the subject in 1982. She sees
molecular biology as the future of
pathophysiology and has been
particularly pleased by the increase
in use of molecular techniques in the
last five years.
Dr. Kusewitt earned her PhD in
1987 and pursued her research
interests both at private institutes as
well as the University of New
Mexico's School of Medicine. She
has been at OSU since the beginning
of September and is the school's
new mouse pathobiologist; a
resource for researchers using
genetically altered mice. She was
drawn to Ohio State's well focused,
organized effort to create a mouse
pathobiology program and predicts
OSU will continue to be a leader in
the field. She is helping to establish
a two-year training program for
veterinary graduates in mouse
pathobiology, citing incredible job
opportunities for those educated in
the field.
She is continuing her research in
photobiology with an emphasis on
UV-induced skin cancer. She has
recently received funding for several
projects and encourages student
participation in her research lab.
According to Dr. Kusewitt, it's
"really nice to be back at a vet
school". She credits the veterinary
school atmosphere at OSU with
being tremendously supportive of
research.
In addition to her research, Dr.
Kusewitt is the editor of Veterinary
Pathology, the journal of the ACVP.
She has been editor for a little over
one year and she finds that it gives
her an opportunity to meet and stay
in touch with everyone in the field.
The journal is one of the top veteri
nary journals and is also highly
regarded by the medical pathology
community
Dr. Kusewitt is enjoying
Columbus and has found its theater
and dining to be very cosmopolitan.
She also enjoys downhill skiing,
sailing, fly fishing and reading.
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Valerie F. Samii, DVM
Veterinary Clinical
Sciences - Radiology
by Lisa Bullock, VME III

As a San Francisco native, Dr.
Valerie Samii views her recent
transition from California to Ohio as
a "new adventure." She is
welcomed to the OSU College of
Veterinary Medicine where she has
recently been appointed assistant
professor of radiology.
Dr. Samii knew from an early
age that she would become a
veterinarian. In preparation for her
future career, she attended the
University of California at Berkeley
and graduated with a degree in
biological sciences. Her interest in
radiology developed while working
as a radiology technician at the
University of California at Davis

Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital prior to entering veterinary
college. Dr. Samii received her
DVM degree from the University of
Wisconsin, where she earned several
honors.
From Madison, Wisconsin, Dr.
Samii returned to California to
complete an internship in small
animal medicine and surgery with
the Sacramento Animal Medical
Group. She reflects on this
opportunity as a "wonderful
experience" and she believes that
being in a private practice setting
provided experience in a variety of
areas. Dr. Samii completed her
residency in radiology in 1997 at the
University of California at Davis.
She remained at Davis for the
following three years to teach. In
1996, Dr. Samii was board certified
by the American College of
Veterinary Radiology.
Dr. Samii has extensively
published on numerous subjects. It
was at one time her goal to be
published in each of the modalities.
She now hopes to pursue her strong
interests in musculoskeletal and
neuroimaging using MRI and CT.
Despite her busy schedule, Dr.
Samii finds time for a trip to the
gym several times a week. She
resides with her adopted pets: a
one-eared cat named Pinna, and
her walking companion, a dog
named Sean.
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Newsmakers
Alumni
College Alumni Receive
50-Year Award
The Wisconsin Veterinary Medical
Association presented three OSU
alumni with its 50-year award during
its annual meeting on October 14.
Dr. Max Barth (DVM '49), of Mt.
Horeb, Wisconsin, retired in 1988
from mixed animal practice. Dr.
Gilbert Myers (DVM '49) of
Whitewater, Wisconsin spent 20
years in Milton, Wisconsin practicing
large animal medicine and 20 years
at the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture. He retired in 1987. The
third award went to Dr. David Early
(DVM '50) of Taft, Tennessee.

SPAY/USA Presents
Award
Dr. Leo L. Lieberman (DVM '35) of
Port St. Lucie, Florida was selected
to receive SPAY/USA Lifetime
Achievement Award at it national
conference last July. Dr. Lieberman
was chosen for his work which has
been greatly admired throughout
the years.

College Alum Inducted
Into OSU Athletic Hall
of Fame
Krinon Clark Moccia (DVM '99) was
one of 15 OSU alumni inducted into
the university's Athletic Hall of
Fame last September. Dr. Moccia
was OSU's only two-time softball
All-American. According to the Hall
of Fame's bylaws: "The purpose of

this is to pay tribute and extend the
recognition to those individuals who
through the years have contributed
to the honor and fame of OSU in the
field of athletics and who continue
to demonstrate in their daily lives
the values learned in intercollegiate
athletics."

Alumni Graduate from
Executive Veterinary
Program
Dr. Linda Randall (DVM '81) of
Medina, Ohio, and Dr. Ron Reagh
(DVM '83) of Oxford, Ohio, have
completed the Executive Veterinary
Program, a two-year award winning
continuing education program at the
University of Illinois designed to
help veterinary practitioners better
meet the expanded challenges of the
profession.
Dr. Randall, a diplomate of the
American Board of Veterinary
Practitioners, owns the Cloverleaf
Animal Hospital in Westfield Center,
Ohio. Dr. Reagh is owner of the
Oxford Veterinary Care.

Dr. Reynolds Appointed
Associate Dean
The Iowa State University College of
Veterinary Medicine named Dr.
Donald L. Reynolds of Ames, Iowa,
as its new associate dean for
research and graduate studies. Dr.
Reynolds joined the Iowa State
faculty in 1986 and is a professor of
veterinary microbiology and
preventive medicine. He is a
diplomate of the American College
of Veterinary Microbiologists.

Dr. Ringler Receives
AVMA Award
Dr. Daniel Ringler (DVM '65) was
awarded the Charles River Prize for
contributions to laboratory animal
science during the annual AVMA
Convention last July. Currently
professor and director of the Unit
for Laboratory Animal Medicine at
the University of Michigan Medical
School, Dr. Ringler joined the faculty
in 1970 and molded the postgraduate
training program in laboratory
animal medicine. He has served the
American College of Laboratory
Animal Medicine for nearly 30
years, including serving as its
president in 1979.

Bustad Companion
Animal Veterinarian of
the Year
The American Veterinary Medical
Association, Delta Society and Hill's
Pet Nutrition Inc. have selected Dr.
Caroline Schaffer (DVM 71) as the
recipient of the 2000 Bustad
Companion Animal Veterinarian of
the Year Award. The Bustad Award
is named for the late Dr. Leo K.
Bustad, former president of the
Delta Society and dean of the
Washington State University College
of Veterinary Medicine. The
prestigious annual award, which
was presented at the Tufts Animal
Expo 2000 in Boston last October,
recognized Dr. Schaffer's outstanding
work as a veterinarian in promoting
the human-animal bond in her
profession and in her community.
One of her most significant
accomplishments centers on people
living with HIV/AIDS. Dr. Schaffer
co-authored a brochure titled
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OSU Dean and Alumni
Attend International
Military Veterinary
Symposium
Dean Glen Hoffsis was the keynote
speaker at the 2000 International
Military Veterinary Symposium held
in October in Wiesbaden, Germany.
Dean Hoffsis' presentation was on
the future of veterinary medicine in
the United States. In addition to the
U.S. military veterinarians, those in
attendance were from Spain,
Germany, Norway, Sweden, Greece,
Turkey, Italy, Belgium, Great Britain
and France. OSU College of

Veterinary Medicine alumni in
attendance pictured below, are Lt.
Col. Don Noah (DVM '85),
Consultant to the Air Force Surgeon
General on Biological Warfare
Defense, Washington, D.C.; Dr.
Lorraine Jarboe (DVM 79); Col.
Dan Jarboe (DVM 77), Deputy
Commander of the Walter Reed
Army Institute of Research,
Bethesda, Maryland; Mrs. Lana
Hoffsis; Dean Glen Hoffsis (DVM
'66); Lt. Col. Les Huck (MS '92),
Commander of Southern European
Veterinary District, Germany; Mrs.
Huck; Col. John Fournier (DVM 76)
Director of the Department of
Defense Veterinary Service Activity,
Falls Church, Virginia.

"HIV/AIDS and Pet Ownership"
that advises immunocompromised
people about their pet ownership
options. Dr. Schaffer has designated
one half of her $5,000 cash award to
be given to the OSU College of
Veterinary Medicine as a donation to
the human-animal bond program.

Mrs. Grace Tharp
Honored by Hilliard
Ohio School District
The Hilliard Board of Education
voted last November to name one of
the districts new schools after Mrs.
Grace Tharp, wife of the late Dr.
Vernon Tharp. The school, currently
under construction, will be named
the Hilliard Tharp Sixth Grade
School. In 1958, Mrs. Tharp became
the first woman to be elected to the
school board, launching a tenure
that lasted 20 years. She was also
the first woman to serve on the
board of education at the Central
Ohio Joint Vocational School. As a
board member, Mrs. Tharp made it
her priority to make frequent visits
to the schools, and took time to read
to students in nine different
classrooms. All six of the Tharp
children attended elementary school
in Hilliard.

Faculty
Dr. Hoblet Named
Extension Veterinarian of
the Year
Dr. Kent Hoblet (DVM 71), professor
and chair of the Department of
Veterinary Preventive Medicine, was
named Extension Veterinarian of the
Year. The award was announced
last July by the American
Association of Extension
Veterinarians. He was cited for his
excellence in serving as extension
veterinarian for dairy cattle since
1984, his research abilities, and his
training of other veterinarians in
graduate programs. He teaches
dairy production medicine and his
research interests are in dairy herd
health management and infectious
diseases.

Dr. Shulaw Elected to
NIAA Board
Dr. William Shulaw, professor of
veterinary preventive medicine, has
been elected to the first board of
directors of the newly created
National Institute for Animal
Agriculture. NIAA was created to
be the forum for building consensus
and advancing solutions for animal
agriculture, and to provide
continuing education and
communication linkages for animal
agriculture professionals. The
primary function of the NIAA board
of directors is to approve the
programs, policies and resolutions
of the organization.
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Department Updates
Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences
by A.}. Wildman, VME III

Small Animal Medicine
Section
The faculty, residents and interns of
Small Animal Medicine dedicate
their time and talents not only to
patients, but to diverse research
endeavors, teaching in the classroom
and increasing student case exposure.
Following is a summary of each area
within this section.

Internal Medicine
Drs. Paul Stromberg (principal
investigator), Larry Mathes, Dennis
Chew and Stephen DiBartola have
been funded by the Morris Animal
Foundation to study the responses
of cats with chronic renal failure to
erythropoietin gene therapy. After a
single intramuscular injection, this
gene theoretically is inserted into the
muscle cells and the hormone is
constantly secreted, a distinct
advantage over therapy with the
human protein, which must be
given once or twice a week. Cats
may form antibodies to the human
form of the protein, further
contributing to anemia. This study is
still recruiting cats; patients must
have stable renal disease and be able
to be monitored for six months. For
more information, please contact Dr.
DiBartola at 614-292-0950.
In addition to clinical research
and his position as Section Head of
Small Animal Medicine, Dr.
DiBartola is team leader for the
feline medicine elective. This
elective is unique in that all lecture
topics are suggested by and voted
upon by the students in the class.

Among the subjects covered are
feline behavior, practical aspects of
FeLV and FIV, and disease
management in the multi-cat
household.
Having recently received
funding from the Canine Health
Foundation of the American Kennel
Club, Dr. Susan Johnson and Dr.
Vilma Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan
(Michigan State University) will be
evaluating Cairn and Yorkshire
terriers with congenital liver
disorders. The major goals of this
project will be to carry out clinical
and molecular studies on Cairns or
Yorkies affected with microvascular
dysplasia or a portosystemic shunt
to further understand the mode of
inheritance of these disorders. By
identifying DNA markers and
performing pedigree analyses, Cairn
and Yorkshire terrier breeders will
be able to make informed decisions
in their breeding programs.
In addition, Dr. Johnson is
working with small animal internal
medicine resident Dr. Jordan Jaeger
to study the pathophysiology of
familial hyperlipidemia in miniature
schnauzers. Currently, the etiology
is unknown and treatment is
non-specific. Drs. Johnson and
Jaeger hope to develop effective
management strategies for these
dogs through their research. Dr.
Johnson is currently enrolling
terriers and schnauzers for these
studies. For details, please contact
her at 614-292-0950.
Small animal internal medicine
resident Dr. Karin Cannizzo is
currently studying ectopic ureters in
dogs. Her studies aim to discover

new ways of using cytoscopy to
diagnose this disease as well as
develop a method of using collagen
injected into the urethra to help treat
sphincter mechanism urinary
incontinence.
As chair of the Department of
Veterinary Clinical Sciences, Dr.
Robert Sherding continues to head
the department with enthusiasm
and dedication. In addition to this
tremendous responsibility, Dr.
Sherding also spends time in the
clinics with both patients and senior
students during the summer, as well
as teaching portions of the
respiratory and gastro-intestinal core
classes to the sophomores.

Cardiology
The cardiology team at OSU comes
full circle this winter as Dr. John
Bonagura rejoins the faculty (see
interview on pg. 7). Dr. Bonagura
was on the OSU faculty for more
than 15 years, but left five years ago
for a position at the University of
Missouri. He had been periodically
traveling to Columbus last fall to
teach parts of the cardiology core
course. Arriving with him, also to
join the clinical sciences faculty, will
be another cardiologist, Dr. Virginia
Luis-Fuentes.
Contributing to this dynamic
team is Dr. Kate Meurs. She
continues to evaluate the genetic
patterns of cardiac disease in boxers
and Dobermans with
cardiomyopathy. Recently, Dr.
Meurs' efforts concerning familial
cardiomyopathy (FHCM) in Maine
Coon cats were published in
Circulation, a prominent human
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medical journal. With Dr. M.
Kittleson, Dr. Meurs determined the
mode of inheritance (autosomal
dominant) in a colony of Maine
Coon cats and followed the pheno
typic expression of the disease
through adulthood. This form of
FHCM closely resembles the human
form and should provide a useful
model for studying the disease.

Dermatology
Drs. Ken Kwochka, Andrew Hillier,
Lynette Cole and Wendy Lorch all
attended the World Congress of
Veterinary Dermatology last
September. Research papers
highlighting the strengths of OSU's
Dermatology Service were presented,
including equine respiratory and
cutaneous allergies, house dust mite
allergy in dogs, canine infectious
otitis and flea allergy dermatitis.
Congratulations to Dr. Lorch for
successfully completing her
residency in veterinary dermatology
and MS degree in June 2000 under
the guidance of Dr. Hillier. Her
thesis, "Evaluation of Intradermal
Testing and In Vitro Serum Testing
of Allergy in Non-Atopic Horses
and Horses with Atopic Dermatitis,
Recurrent Urticaria or Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease,"
will be published in JAVMA and the
American Journal of Veterinary
Research.

Drs. Cole & Kwochka continue
their research on canine infectious
otitis. Dr. Cole also runs a
Wednesday evening clinic for client
convenience and to increase senior
student case exposure. Dr. Hillier's
ongoing studies include Malassczia
skin infections as well as the role of
house dust mites and storage mites
in canine atopic dermatitis, also
involving the Heska Corporation
and acarologists from the OSU
Department of Entomology. Dr.
Hillier is looking for additional
patients for the atopy studies; for
more information, please contact
him at 614-292-0950.

Neurology
The recent activities and research
endeavors of the OSU veterinary
neurologists are both numerous and
intriguing. With funding from the

Morris Animal Foundation, Drs.
Michael Podell and Phil March are
studying the efficacy of potassium
bromide (KBr) as monotherapy in
the treatment of canine epilepsy.
Their research is aimed at
determining whether IV loading of
KBr, followed by oral doses, is as
safe and effective as conventional
phenobarbital treatment. Any dog
with onset of seizures between the
ages of one and five years that have
not previously been treated for
epilepsy is needed for this study. For
more details call 614-292-0590. Drs.
March and Podell also have received
funds from the Myelos Corporation
to evaluate the clinical benefit of a
novel treatment for canine axonal
degeneration in peripheral
neuropathy. This disease currently
has no specific therapy, yet
experimental models show this drug
to be promising. This project will
determine if this therapy can
stabilize or reverse the clinical signs
or histopathologic findings in axonal
degeneration.
In addition to their collaborative
efforts, both neurologists have other
areas of investigation. Dr. March is
examining the pharmacokinetics of
oral loading doses of KBr in an
ongoing study funded by the Ohio
Animal Health Foundation and OSU
Canine Research Fund. This study
also looks at methods of detection
and treatment of bromism. In
another study, Dr. March looks to
elucidate the pathophysiology of
degenerative myelopathy in German
Shepherds. Dr. Podell has received
funds from the Bayer Corporation to
determine, for the first time, the
safety of a topically applied product
for the treatment of otitis externa
and otitis media. The aim of this
study is to obtain FDA approval for
its use in dogs. Over the next five
years, Dr. Podell will be working on
a National Institutes of Health and
National Institute of Drug Abuse
funded project that considers the
relationship between drug abuse
and the acceleration towards AIDS
in HIV patients. This study uses an
animal model to further understand
the mechanisms responsible for the
rapid neurologic and systemic dete
rioration of these patients.

Nutrition
As co-investigator with Dr. Lori
Birder (University of Pittsburgh), Dr.
Tony Buffington has been funded by
the National Institute of Health to
study the role of nitric oxide in
interstitial cystitis. Dr. Jodi
Westropp, a small animal internal
medicine resident, is currently
working towards her PhD degree on
interstitial cystitis in cats under Dr.
Buftington's leadership. Cats are still
being recruited for these interstitial
cystitis projects. Please call 614-292
0950 for more information. The
Fishbein Family Interstitial Cystitis
Foundation has sponsored a project,
investigated by Dr. Phil March and
Dr. Buffington to examine the
neurological aspects of this disease
in naturally affected cats. Dr.
Buffington's work regarding
Feliway, a synthetic facial
pheromone, on hospitalized cats
was recently published in JAVMA
(see abstract pg. 14). Dr. Buffington
is also the 2001 recipient of the
Bourgelat Award of the British Small
Animal Veterinary Association for
"really outstanding contributions to
the field of small animal practice."
Previous OSU winners of this award
include Drs. Guillermo Couto,
Robert Sherding and John Bonagura.

Oncology
Dr. Bill Kissiberth will soon be joining
OSU as a tenure-track oncologist. He
will be teaching and working in the
clinics as well as continuing his
research on oncogenesis in
transgenic mice. Dr. Guillermo
Couto recently returned from a
six-week sabbatical in the Canary
Islands, teaching and working with
Dr. Enrique Rodriquez.

Ophthalmology
Dr. David Wilkie, ophthalmology
head, is evaluating the clinical
effects of laser therapy for equine
glaucoma in a retrospective study
with several veterinary students.
Dr. Michelle Willis has been very
active in the area of camelid
ophthalmology and presented
several abstracts at the past ACVO
Meeting in Montreal. She is
collaborating with Dr. David
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Anderson (OSU) and Dr. Stacy
Andrew (Univ. of Florida). Her
interest has been in evaluation of
anti-glaucoma medication, corneal
disease and refractive errors. The
ongoing evaluation of intravitreal
cyclosporine implants in the
treatment of Equine Recurrent
Uveitis is about to enter its second
phase. This is a collaborative effort
with NCSU Principle Investigator
Dr. Brian Gilger (OSU '87), to
evaluate the long-term effects at
control of inflammation. Initial
work was presented at the ACVO
Meeting in Montreal and Dr.
Gilger's work looks promising.
Dr. Anne Gemensky finished her
ophthalmology residency in 2000
and successfully defended her
Master's Thesis "Changes in Equine
Ocular Hora Following Experimental
Application of Topical Antibiotic
and Antibiotic-Corticosteroid
Ophthalmic Preparations." In
addition, she passed her specialty
boards and is now a Diplomate of
the American College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologists. Fortunately for
OSU, Dr. Gemensky has remained
on staff as a Clinical Instructor. Dr.
Ray Morreale is a second year
resident and continues investigation
in equine glaucoma. Previous work
by Dr. Tammy Miller (OSU '99),
currently an ophthalmology resident
at NCSU, characterized the anatomy
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of the equine anterior segment. Dr.
Morreale is investigating the acute
effects of laser injury to the ciliary
body and the optimal location for
delivery of laser energy. Following
this, a long-term study of laser
cyclophotocoagulation is planned.

Emergency/Critical Care
This service is now eight employees
strong and provides complete
technical coverage for the entire
service under the guidance of Dr.
Shane Bateman. Numerous changes
in staffing and the start of an
internship program are planned for
this year. Dr. Bateman's study
"Randomized Quadruple-blinded
Study Comparing the Analgesic
Efficacy of Hydromorphone and
Oxymorphone in Dogs and Cats"
will soon be underway.

General Practice
The general practice group has been
reassessing the current vaccine
strategies and incorporating the new
paradigm shift towards more
complete wellness exams. This has
led to increased student awareness
of vaccine assessment, nutritional
requirements, behavioral counseling
and preventative dentistry. The
focus on dentistry has increased the

dental caseload providing students
with more first-hand experience and
exposure to the latest in periodontal
and exodontic techniques. Future
plans involve the remodeling of the
dental procedures room to more
efficiently handle the increased
number of patients.
Dr. Barbara Oglesbee, section
head, is currently writing the
Avian /Exotic edition of the 5 Minute
Consult textbook in collaboration
with Dr. Branson Ritchie of the
University of Georgia. This edition
will cover the diagnosis and
treatment of diseases in rabbits,
ferrets, reptiles and birds. Best of
luck to Dr. Lani Steinohrt, who has
submitted cases to the American
Board of Veterinary Practitioners
-Avian Practice. She is preparing to
sit for the boards later this year.
General practice has a
veterinarian visiting from Japan, Dr.
Keiko Kakizawa, who is working in
the clinics to learn exotic animal
medicine. General practice is
looking forward to having its own
exotic ward after the small animal
wards are rearranged later this year.

(Ed. Note: The next issue will update
the other sections within the
Department of Veterinary Clinical
Sciences.)
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Alumni News
Letter From Your Alumni President
Dear Alumni, I
Even though
I compose
this letter in
the quiet of
my kitchen, I
can still hear
the distant
roar of another
holiday
season
bearing down
upon us.
Actually, it's not so distant
anymore. I write this column in
early December and like most of
you, I began to hear the faint clamor
of bells in early September—usually
in places like Hallmark, Kmart and
every craft store in America.
Does anyone out there not have
a love-hate relationship with the end
of the year? We pack so much into
December and then—suddenly—it's
over! There we are, looking at
January, clutching our New Year's
Resolutions and vowing that "by
golly, next year we're gonna slow it
all down and enjoy the holiday a
little more."
To quote Santa, "Ho! Ho! Ho!"
Just in case you haven't finished
your 2001 resolution list, let me
suggest a few. If your list is full, just
cross out the "lose 10 pounds" one,
the "join health club" one, and (my
favorite) "walk on treadmill 60 minutes
daily" one and sub in some of these
"Loyal Alumni Resolutions."
1. Come to 2001 Alumni
Weekend. It's fun! Old friends!
Great Football! Cool Art Auction!
Delicious BBQ! It's scheduled for
October 5-6, so you have plenty of
time to save that weekend.
2. Renew vour Alumni Society

membership, and sponsor a
membership for one of your new
in-deep-debt associates. Use the pay
forward philosophy. Hopefully, that
young veterinarian will help out one
of his/her new colleagues sometime
in the future.
3. Remember your teachers.
Remember that prof you just loved,
or maybe loved to hate? Admit it—
they all played their part in shaping
you and your career. Find out
where they are, drop one a line and
tell them how they made a
difference in your life.
4. Consider serving as an
Alumni Society trustee. The board
members are subject to term limits,
and new faces and ideas are what
keep it healthy and growing. If
asked to serve, please say yes.
5. Be proud of your school. Our
College is now ranked as one of the
top ten U.S. veterinary colleges.
Being number six is great, but I
doubt that our dynamic dean and
excellent faculty will be content until
we're first in the nation. If you
haven't visited the OSU campus
lately, you owe it to yourself to come
see what's happening. The new
veterinary academic building, which
will replace Sisson Hall, is beginning
to transform the veterinary campus face.
6. Be a mentor. Encourage
school children to come through
your door. Our future as a profession
depends on us encouraging and
actively recruiting the best and
brightest to join our ranks.
7. Put the Alumni Society on
your gift list. Each year the Society
raises thousands of dollars during
alumni weekend in order to buy
equipment and supplies for the
veterinary students. Do you know
what percentage of those dollars

goes toward the actual purchase?
Every hist penny] No administrative
or fundraising costs or fees are taken
out. Even the auctioneer donates his
time and talent!
8. Recognize those outside the
profession who support veterinary
medicine and the College. You can
never say thank you enough. During
the 2000 Alumni Weekend, the most
generous donor in attendance was
not a veterinarian. Mr. Bruce
Peterson, from the Columbus Serum
Company, won the 50-50 raffle and
promptly donated all of it back to
the Society. We will never be able to
thank him enough for such generosity.
Veterinary medicine is blessed with
many friends.
9. Finally, be GLAD you are a
veterinarian. You are the envy of
your community. I think there
might be eight or nine people in the
U.S. who never thought of becoming
a veterinarian. Most of the rest have
often wished they were standing in
your shoes. What other health
professionals can chide their patients
about their appearance, their eating
habits, and their quirky behaviors
and still receive unbridled affection
along with a sloshy kiss on the chops?
Count your blessings,

Beth Kellogg, DVM '80
2000-2001 President
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The OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
May 15, 2000
The meeting was called to order at
the OSU Longaberger Alumni
House by President Milton Wyman.
Board members in attendance were
Drs. J. Carmichael, B. Cron, J.
Eisenhour, M. Harcha, J. Herman, G.
Hoffsis, E. Kellogg, R. McNutt, P.
Morris, C. Neer, A. Priestley, B.
Reppart, L. Stone, R. Zinn; guests
present: Dr. J. Gordon, Dr. W.
Fenner, Ms. B. Bates, Ms. J. Cobb,
Ms. K. Longbrake, Ms.S. Burkhard,
Ms. P. Tinney. The Minutes and
Treasurer's Report from the February
meeting were approved as submitted.
Dr. Wyman thanked Dr. G.
Holfinger for his idea to ask for
auction donations on the annual
membership forms. To this date,
$2,005 has been raised for the 2000
auction.
Ms. Patty Tinney from the
College presented a fund raising
project for the Society involving the
sale of a Longaberger basket. Dr.
Herman made the motion and the
Board approved the preparation of a
flyer to be included in the annual
meeting mailing in July. Ms. Tinney
will absorb the cost of the flyer. The
Society will receive 20% of the sales,
and $2.00 for each basket sold will
go for breast cancer research.

Committee Reports
Scholarship
Dr. Fenner invited all Board members
to the June 9th commencement
picnic following graduation
ceremonies. He stated that the
university has increased funding
which will go toward student
scholarship funds. Tuition for Ohio
residents is now approximately
$11,000 per year; non-residents pay
$31,000. The Dorothy Bliss estate
will be settled soon which includes
$100,000 going into the College
scholarship fund. Starting with the
Class of 2001, the National Boards
will be a computer-based test.

Auction
Dr. Wyman stated that the catalog
deadline is June 1. Items will be
accepted for this year's auction until
Sept. 1. Any item received after
that date would be held for the
2001 auction.
Annual Meeting
Dr. Neer reported that all plans have
been set for this year's function.
Game time is still unknown. Next
year's annual meeting will be on
October 6.
Alumni Receptions
Dr. Stone reported that she, Dean
Hoffsis, Drs. McNutt and Priestley,
and Karen Longbrake will be present
at the AVMA reception on (uly 23 in
Salt Lake City.
Constituent Program
Ms. Cobb stated that 200 football
tickets should be available to the
Societies each year, and dates set on
a rotating basis. Therefore there will
no longer be one "Alumni Day" for
the university.
Directory
Dr. Priestley stated that a second
survey has been sent by the directory
publisher to all those who did not
respond to the first one.
Gifts and Bequests
Ms. Longbrake introduced Stephanie
Burkhard, recently hired as the
College's second development officer.
Her work will focus on a grateful
client network with donations under
$50,000. Dr. Clarence Cole has given
a $250,000 gift to name the Dean's
Suite in the new academic building.
Ms. Shirley Bensinger has given a
$25,000 scholarship that will turn
into a residency upon her death.
And Mr. and Mrs. D. Shackelford
are endowing a $750,000
professorship in small animal
medicine. A groundbreaking
ceremony for the new building will
be held on Sept. 15 at 2:00 p.m.
Membership
Dr. Cron has contacted 20 other
veterinary colleges to question some

of their services to members. He
made a motion to combine the
Membership Committee and the PR
committee for the year 2001. Motion
passed.
Dean's Report
Dean Hoffsis thanked the Alumni
Society for their continuing gifts to
improve the College and stated that
the OSU College of Veterinary
Medicine was recently ranked sixth
in the nation by U.S. News & World
Report. He mentioned that Dr. John
Bonagura would be returning to the
College's faculty in January He said
that bids for the new building are
out and will be returned on the 25th
of this month. He hopes ground
will be broken around the first of
August.
Old Business
None
New Business
None
The next meeting will be held
on August 9 at the Columbus Zoo.
Respectfully submitted,
Barry W. Reppart, DVM
Secretary

August 9, 2000
The meeting was called to order at
the Columbus Zoo by President
Milton Wyman. Board members in
attendance were Drs. B. Cron, M.
Harcha, J. Herman, G. Hoffsis, E.
Kellogg, R. McNutt, R. Meiring, P.
Morris, C. Neer, L. Stone, R. Zinn;
guests present: Dr. J. Gordon, Dr. W.
Fenner, Ms. B. Bates, Ms. J. Cobb,
Ms. K. Longbrake. The Minutes and
Treasurers Report from the May
meeting were approved as submitted.
Announcements
Dr. Wyman said the auction catalogs
were mailed with the annual
meeting mailing; there will be a list
of additional items the night of the
sale. Dr. Harcha informed the
Board that Dr. Karl Gradv is ill with
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liver cancer and passed a card
around for everyone to sign.

Committee Reports
Annual Meeting
Dr. Neer commented that there is a
change in the Saturday morning
program due to the early OSU game
time at 12:10 p.m. Therefore, the
Board will meet at 7:30 a.m. and the
program will start at 8:30 a.m. Ms.
Bates commented that she has not
received any complaints about the
increases in meal prices this year.
Auction: Dr. Wyman said Dr. Spiker
will once again serve as our
auctioneer. 43,000 tickets have been
sold thus far for the raffle.
Alumni Receptions
Dr. Stone said the AVMA reception
was very well attended; she
suggested that graduating class
composites be displayed at the
receptions. There will be a reception
at the Tufts Animal Expo on Oct. 11
and one at AAEP Convention on
Nov. 26.
Alumni Awards
Dr. Kellogg reported her committee
has chosen the following alumni to
receive this year's Alumni
Recognition Award: James Herman;
Edward Menning; and William
Verbsky. Unanimously approved.
Constituent Program
Ms. Cobb said the Club Leaders
Conference is during the first
football game weekend. It may
eventually merge with the Societies
for a general conference. The Alumni
Assoc. is working on better
communication systems utilizing
Alumni Society liaisons (i.e. Bonnie
Bates)
Dean's Report
Dean Hoffsis proudly announced
that Dr. Tom Wit turn in Preventive
Medicine recently received a
$600,000 grant—he is the best
funded researcher in the college).
Construction has begun for the new
academic building and should be
under roof by March. We are getting
closer to having a new Marysville
Ambulatory facility—the money is
already identified, however a site is
needed. Dean Hoffsis has formed a
College Strategic Planning

Committee that will develop a long
range plan. A search will begin soon
to fill the Trueman Endowed Chair.
Gifts and Bequests
Ms. Longbrake distributed publica
tions her office produced for the
Groundbreaking ceremony. They
have had over $6,000 in gifts already
from the first "Grateful Client" mail
ing. The Barbara Stein Scholarship
is now finalized. There was also a
$25,000 scholarship funded by Dr.
Janet Johnston's mother. And she
announced a $500,000 anonymous
gift to the new academic building.
Membership
Dr. Cron announced that there are
1,634 members for 2000. He would
like to see an alumni directory on the
Web in a few years as a service to
our membership.
Nominating
Dr. Wyman reported his committee
would like to ask Dr. R. Weidner to
serve as Secretary and Dr. B.
Reppart as President Elect; Dr.
Harcha will not be returning to the
Board next year due to a tight
schedule. He asked the Board for
suggestions for two Board members
positions now open.
Projects to Aid College
No report.
Public Relations
This committee will merge with
Membership in 2000-2001.
Scholarship
Dr. Fenner reported there is $665,000
available in scholarship funds—
$500,000 from the university and
$165,000 from College endowments.
Dad's Dog Food Co. and Kroger
recently presented a $5,000
scholarship.
Old Business
Approximately 400 alumni
directories have been pre-sold; they
should be printed in January. Dr.
Herman asked the Board to approve
a three percent increase in the
Society's support of the Speculum
production, totaling $2,760/quarter.
Unanimously approved.
New Business
Dr. Harcha asked that the awards
for men and women participating in
the Society's Golf Outing be
examined due to some inequities.

The next meeting will be at 7:30
a.m. on September 16.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Kellogg, DVM
President-Elect

September 16, 2000
President Beth Kellogg called the
meeting to order at 7:40 a.m. in the
OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital.
Board members in attendance were
Drs. B. Cron, J. Eisenhour, J.
Herman, G. Hoffsis, G. Holfinger, R.
McNutt, R. Meiring, C. Neer, A.
Priestley, B. Reppart, J. Schoenfeld, J.
Starcher, J. Steed, S. Stevenson, L.
Stone, M. Wyman, R. Zinn; guests
present: Dr. J. Gordon, Ms. B. Bates,
Ms. S. Burkhard, Ms. J. Cobb, Ms. K.
Longbrake. The Minutes and
Treasurer's Report from the May
meeting were approved as submitted.
The first item of business was a
check presentation by Longaberger
consultant and College employee
Patty Tinney. Ms. Tinney conducted
a fundraiser involving the sale of
Longaberger baskets, which raised
$257 for the Alumni Society.
Dr. Kellogg introduced the two
new Board members: Drs. Jennifer
Schoenfeld from Pickerington and
Steve Stevenson from Jackson. She
then distributed a sign up sheet to
the Board members for committee
assignments for the next year.

Committee Reports
Auction
Drs. Neer and Wyman reported a
record amount was made at last
night's auction-$37,590. The raffle
generated $96,900. Mr. Bruce
Peterson of the Columbus Serum
Company held the winning ticket
and received one half the total
amount. He generously donated his
winnings back to the Alumni Society
to be used for a naming opportunity
in the new veterinary academic
building.
Annual Meeting
Dr. Neer provided a general review
of Friday's activities. It was agreed
that the Ramada Plaza was an
improvement over previous
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location. The Board members made
several suggestions to improve the
dinner and auction for 2001. Dr.
Neer completed his report with a
heartfelt thanks to Dr. Wyman for
his outstanding leadership over the
past two years, and especially his
work on the annual meeting, auction
and raffle.
Convention Alumni Receptions
Dr. Stone reported on the successful
alumni receptions at the national
meetings. Upcoming receptions for
the remainder of 2000 are the Tuft's
Conference in October and the
AAEP Annual Meeting in November.
Constituent Program
Ms. Cobb reported that the Alumni
Association will meet with the
Athletic Dept. in October to reach a
mutual understanding that would
allow long range planning by societies
for future meetings. She also
mentioned that the Association is
planning a soccer event for the societies.
Dean's Report
Dean Hoffsis confirmed the
generous donation from Mr.
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Peterson and reviewed the
groundbreaking ceremony which
was held the previous day
Construction is on track to make this
the "premier veterinary college in
North America."
Gifts and Bequests
Ms. Longbrake and Burkhard are
pursuing an active solicitation of
alumni and friends for the College
and its new building. An application
for a grant from the Kresge
Foundation is in progress.
Membership
Dr. Cron discussed ideas to attract
younger graduates to the Society.
He has sought information from
other alumni groups. A lively
discussion ensued on the recruitment
of alumni to the Society.
Projects to Aid College
Dr. Gordon presented 16 proposals
by College faculty for auction funds.
After much discussion it was
decided to fund the following
projects: electrocardiogram and
blood pressure monitoring unit for
food animal medicine & surgery

($4,000); support for the college-wide
Student Opportunities in Applied
Research (SOAR) program ($6,500);
a video camera for teaching
demonstration in gross anatomy
laboratory ($8,000); Kaidan imaging
stand, software and digital camera
to produce virtual reality images on
the web for Veterinary Tech Services
($8,600); high frequency portable
x-ray unit for the Marysville clinic
($7,000). Dr. Meiring moved to fund
the projects, seconded by Dr.
Stevenson. It was decided to hold
funding for any additional projects
until later in the year. The Board
also stated that all donated funds
from the auction should be used for
College projects, and money needed
for Society operations should come
from membership dues.
Dr. Neer concluded the Board
meeting by expressing the Board's
special thanks to Bonnie Bates for
her dedicated service to the Society.
Respectfully submitted,
Ronald L. McNutt, DVM
Secretary

2000 Annual Alumni Meeting, Football Outing
and Class Reunions
The 2000 Annual Alumni Meeting,
held on September 15-16, once
again drew a large number of
College alumni, friends and family
members. More than 300 people
attended the Friday evening dinner,
fundraising auction and first-ever
raffle at the Ramada Plaza Hotel.
The Class of 1950, 1960, 1970, 1975,
1980 and 1990 celebrated class
reunions throughout the weekend.
Prior to dinner, the OSU
Cheerleaders, Brutus Buckeye and
the TBDBITL alumni band entertained
the crowd. Following dinner,
Alumni Society President Milton
Wyman introduced guests and
conducted a short business meeting.
President- Elect Elizabeth Kellogg
presented three alumni with the
Alumni Recognition Award.
Officers elected for the 20002001 year are the following:

Alumni Society President-Elect Beth Kellogg (DVM 'SO) presented outgoing president Milton
Wyman (DVM '63) with a <jift during the annual meeting dinner, while Dean Hoffsis looked on.
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President-Elizabeth Kellogg, DVM
'80, Worthington, Ohio; President
Elect-Barry Reppart, DVM 76, Mt.
Vernon, Ohio; Secretary—Ronald
McNutt, DVM '66, Lima, Ohio; and
Treasurer-James Herman, DVM '58,
London, Ohio.
The Society's eighth annual
auction, organized by Dr. Wyman,
raised over $37,000. Sixteen faculty
submitted proposals for projects
they wished the Alumni Society to
consider funding from these auction
funds. The following projects were
approved by the Society's Board of

Trustees which gives high priority to
projects which directly affect
veterinary students:
(1 (Electrocardiogram and blood
pressure monitoring unit for large
animal area; (2)Financial assistance
to help support the Student
Opportunities in Applied Research
Program (SOAR); (3)A video camera
for teaching demonstration in the
gross anatomy lab; (4)An imaging
stand, software and digital camera
to produce Quicktime VR object
images on the web; (5)High
frequency portable x-ray unit and

stand for the large animal services at
Marysville Clinic.
On Saturday morning, Drs.
Charles and Sharron Martin Capen
presented an interesting and visually
stunning talk/slide show of a recent
trip to Patagonia and Easter Island.
Polar explorer Mr. Will Steger then
presented "Crossing Antarctica—
The Longest Route by Dog Team."
Those in attendance were enter
tained by the Capital City Pipes &
Drums during the College barbecue,
then went on to the OSU vs. Miami
University football game.

Top left: Sophomore student Amy Wolfgang
displayed an auction item during the Alumni
Society's annual auction, while Drs. Milton
Wyman and John Spiker (DVM '74), who
served as auctioneer, prepare to conduct a
live auction.
Top right: Mrs. Helen Coy (Dr. Frank Coy
'54) embraces Brutus Buckeye.
Middle left: Those attending the Alumni
Dinner take a few minutes to look at silent
auction items prior to dinner.
Middle right: Dr. Bob C58) and
Mrs. Sammy Woodgeard enjoy dining with
Brutus Buckeye.

I A

Lower left: OSU cheerleaders and
TBDBITL alumni band members
entertained during dinner.
Lower right: Mrs. George Bear C50) and
Mrs. Marilyn Young (Dr. Tom Young '60)
assist the OSU cheerleaders.

Call for Nominations
OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
Alumni Recognition Awards
Tell us about a "Buckeye" you are proud of...
Each year the OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society is proud to present one or more recognition awards at the
Annual Alumni Meeting. These awards are to acknowledge and honor OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni who have
contributed to the enhancement of the veterinary medical profession.

Award Guidelines:
The Alumni Recognition Award may be given to any OSU veterinary alumnus, whether in practice, academia,
industry, research, government service or any other professional area, who has shown distinction either:
1. Through their professional activities and dedication, whether it is through service to the College, organized
veterinary medicine, or the advancement of scientific knowledge, and/or
2. Through the contribution of their time and efforts for the enhancement and development of their community and
the public welfare.

Selection Criteria:
1. The nominee must be an OSU College of Veterinary Medicine alumnus and member of the OSU Veterinary
Medicine Alumni Society.
2. Nominations shall be submitted in writing to the Awards Committee prior to July 15, 2001.
3. The Awards Committee will assemble specific information pertaining to the nominee's achievements/
contributions to the profession.
4. The awards shall be presented during the Alumni Society's Annual Meeting.
5. The recipient(s) shall receive appropriate publicity, i.e. The Speculum, The Ohio State University Alumni
Magazine, the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, the OVMA Newsletter, plus others the
committee may identify.
6. The selection committee members are : Chairman—President Elect of the Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society,
three alumni members at large; and one alumnus from the College faculty.

Nomination Form
For the 2001 Alumni Recognition Award, I nominate:
Name

OSU Graduation Year:

Address
My reasons for making this nomination are (resume required):

Name
Address

Signature
Phone.

Please return form to OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society, c/o Bonnie Bates, 1900 Coffey Road, Columbus, OH
43210; Deadline-July 15, 2001
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Class Reunions:
A Time to Celebrate and Renew Old Friendships

Class of1950
(front nuo, left to right): Bob Miller, Keith Wearly, Bruce Wenger;
(back row, left to ri^ht): joe Luckett, Larry Borst, John Lies

Class of I960
(front row, left to right): Don Hinkle, Keith Hull, Bob Ewing, Gary
Johnson, jack Haydon, foe Rapotec, Dick Beckett; (back row, left to right):
Jim Sautter, Phil Weida, Tony Gallina, Bob Doster, Jack Fesslere, Tom
Young, Howard Wright, Dennis Schramm, Bob Richmond

Class of 1970
(front row, left to right): Don Williams, Hal Taylor, John Hersman,
Craig Angerman, Dean LeBcau, Leu Tinney; (back row, left to right):
Ron Conklin, Dave Henry, Phil Kosch, Herb McCollwu, Dave
Somerville, Ron Grothaus, Dare Love

Class of 1975
(front row, left to right): Mike Forsythe, Eric Bohl, Yvonne Bellay,
Wesley Elford, Tom Cole: (back row, left to right): Mike Lokai, Lynn
Christy, Harvey Leimbach, Jamie Moore, David Warren, Bob
Montgomery, Greg Mattheivs, Gary Schweder
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C/ass 0/ 1980
(/ronf rozt>, /e/f to rigfcf); Nancy Heinold, Karen Miller, Jennifer
Schoenfeld, Faith Flower, Janet McKim, Lorraine Harper, Beth
Kellogg; (back row, left to right): Terry Taylor, Farol Chanan,
Elisabeth Giedt, Greg Noll, jack Love, Sally Haddock, Jan Rubenstein,
Tom Armitage, Denise Talbott, Barb Brewer, Dan Adamson

Class of 1990
(front row) Pam Harrold, Joy Davidson; (back row) Keith Huston,
Roger Redman, Dave Brown

Alumni Society Recognition Award Recipients
The OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society presented the follounng three distinguished alumni
with the 2000 Alumni Recognition Award

Dr. James E. Herman of London,

Ohio, received his DVM degree from
The Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine in 1958. He
was sole owner of the London
Animal Hospital from 1962 until his
retirement from practice in 1995. Dr.
Herman currently serves as the
Madison County Health
Commissioner.
Dr. Herman is past president of
the Ohio Veterinary Medical
Association and the OSU Veterinary
Alumni Society, and has served as

the Society's Treasurer for the past
17 years. Dr. Herman has also
served on the College of Veterinary
Medicine's Admissions Committee
for the past 14 years, which involves
a large time commitment from him
during the entire interview process.
Dr. Herman is also active in his
community where he is founder and
past president of the Humane
Society of Madison County, Elder
and Past Deacon of the London First
Presbyterian Church, Past President
of the London Recreation Council
and London Country Club. Dr.
Herman was recently honored as the
recipient of the OSU Alumni
Association Leadership Award.
Dr. Edward L. Menning of
Annandale, Virginia, received his
DVM degree from The Ohio State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine in 1955, and a MPH
degree from the University of
Michigan in 1965. He served in the
military (USAF) from 1955 until

1980, and was promoted to Colonel
in 1969. Dr. Menning served in
various positions while in the
military, the final being Assistant
Surgeon General for Veterinary
Services, Boiling AFB, Washington
DC. In this capacity, Dr. Menning
was Chief of the USAF Veterinary
Corps responsible for the worldwide
management of all veterinary
professional and technical personnel
as well as originating and
implementing policy for all
veterinary related plans and
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programs involving the U.S. Air
Force. Dr. Menning retired in 1997
as Executive Vice President of the
National Association of Federal
Veterinarians.
Dr. Menning has a long history
of involvement in professional
organizations, including past
president of the American College of
Veterinary Preventive Medicine and
past executive vice president of the
National Association of Federal
Veterinarians. He has received
numerous honors and awards,
including the OSU Distinguished
Alumnus Award, Distinguished
Diplomate of the ACVPM, and the
USAF Distinguished Service Medal.
Dr. William A. Verbsky of

Bellefontaine, Ohio, received his
DVM degree from The Ohio State

University College of Veterinary
Medicine in 1959. He has recently
retired from the Southgate
Veterinary Clinic in Bellefontaine,
which he has owned since 1959. Dr.
Verbsky has served as the Health
Commissioner for Logan County
General Health District since 1980.
He has also served as a field
instructor and an adjunct clinical

assistant professor for the OSU
Department of Veterinary Preventive
Medicine providing senior
veterinary students instruction on
the role of veterinarians in public
health and providing direct
exposure to many of the functions of
a rural Ohio health district.
Dr. Verbsky has been very active
in organized veterinary medicine,
including previously serving on the
OVMA Board of Trustees and also as
its secretary. He is also involved in
community service, serving on
many committees and boards, and is
a soloist and chancel choir member
of the First United Methodist
Church of Bellefontaine. Dr.
Verbsky was honored by the OVMA
by receiving its Distinguished
Service Award.

Class Personals
1956
David P. Cooley, Hammond, IN,
recently broke ground and is
co-chair of a new $1.4 million
Humane Society.
1959
Lawrence A. Schalk, Cedar Springs,
MI, is still working with horses,
dogs and cats. He enjoys fishing
and boating on Lake Michigan.
1960
John C. Stoner, Chaska, MN, has
been retired from Solvay for three
years. He is a part time consultant
to pharmaceutical companies.
Philip G. Weida, Huntington Beach,
CA, sold his practice in Long Beach
in 1998. He is doing relief work
several days a week.
1966
W. Michael Hockman, Columbus,
OH, is current president of the
OVMA and Treasurer of the Central
Ohio VMA. He is assistant chief,
Div of Meat Inspection, Ohio
Department of Agriculture in
Reynoldsburg.

Edward M. McFarlan, Tiffin, OH, is

semi retired and only doing small
animals. Last July, he was inducted
into the Seneca County Agriculture
Hall of Recognition for outstanding
long term contribution to agriculture.
Dr. McFarlan also keeps active with
Kiwanis and Lions Club.
Bill Swartz, Herndon, VA, says his
practice is thriving with five
veterinarians, including another
OSU grad, Leslie Moore. They are
enjoying the increasing use of their
website for education of clients and
to allow tours of the hospital on line.
Dr. Swartz loves being a grandfather
and is renovating a Naples, Florida
condo with his wife Mary Lou. He
also enjoys bicycling, sea kayaking
and birding. He is one of a group of
20 practice owners who meet twice a
year to discuss management and the
Hills Vet Med 2000 seminar in
Washington DC.
1979
Franz Bogner, Belle Mead, NJ, just
opened a new 4,200 sq ft hospital
last May. He has two sons, ages 11
and 9.

Kathi Heiber, Mahopac, NY, visited
with Dr. Paula Mack (DVM '79) last
October. She has set up practice in
Flagstaff. She also visited Dr. Deb
Mallu (DVM '77) in Sedona. In
November, Dr. Heiber saw Dr.
Rebecca (a.k.a. Maria) Dunton
(DVM '88) in Vermont. They all
agreed that nothing beats a
"vintage" OSU practitioner.
1982
Joy Bishop-Forshey, Wauseon, OH,
has two hospitals, two great kids
and 26 llamas. Who could ask for
more? Life is ever changing.
Barbara Day, Madison, NJ, is enjoying

talking to elementary school children
about dog bite prevention. Her
Rhodesian Ridgeback "Cleo" gets to
be petted a lot. She is due to whelp
in mid-May and her whole family is
looking forward to it!
1985
Benjamin L. Pearson Jr, Akron, OH,
reports that daughter Jeanne, age 16,
was named Millennium Dreamer for
her volunteering. She was honored
with 2000 kids from around the
world at the Walt Disney World.
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1988
Mary Ann Richmond, Solon, OH,
and her husband, Carlisle, are
pleased to announce the birth of
second child Hannah last June. She
was welcomed home by two-year
old brother Matthew. Dr. Richmond
obtained her MD degree in 1998 and
is finishing a residency in internal
medicine at University Hospitals of
Cleveland.
1989
Dusty Bechtel, Safford, AZ,
continues to live and work in
Safford where she owns her own
practice. She is the current State
President for Arizona Business and
Professional Women.
1990
Karen M. Anderson, APO AE, Italy,
is married to Major Michael
Anderson and they have four-year
old twins Rachel and Ellen. She is
currently employed as a civilian
veterinarian by the USAF at Aviano
AB Italy.
1991
Theodore J. Binzer, Beavercreek,
OH, bought Apple Valley Animal
Hospital in 1999. He has three
children.
Rick Krason, Lynchburg, VA, and
his wife Jean, have owned their own
practice in Lynchburg at the base of
the Riverridge Mountains for a year.
All is well above expectations. Their
two-year-old daughter MacKenzie
should be running the hospital in
another year or two. They also had
another daughter in October.
1992
Jennifer Kissinger, Lenox, MA, is
now in fifth year of owning and
running the Berkshire Cat Hospital.
Trish Schmitt, Columbus, OH, and
her husband, Steven Stultz, are
pleased to announce the birth of
their first child, Matthew, born last
June.
Tom and Teri Skadron, InverGrove
Hts, MN, are living in Minnesota
with their two year-old daughter
Emilee and baby Charlie. Tom
recently became owner of Skadron
Animal Hospital where they both
enjoy working very much.
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1993
Pamela Melton Irvine, Poco, WV,
and husband Kevin had their first
child, a daughter born last August.
Leslie Sharkey, Shrewsbury, MA, is
assistant professor of veterinary
clinical pathology at Tufts
University School of Veterinary
Medicine. She passed the certifying
exam for ACVP in 1999. Her husband
Leo and three children are doing
great. She is teaching science in
their children's elementary school
for inspiration and comic relief.
1994
Kelley Grueser, Pomeroy, OH, has a
four-year-old son Brandon and was
expecting another boy in October.
Charles and Sue Ann (Schaefer)
Hartzell, Greeville, OH, have been
blessed with the birth of their first
child, Lauren Elizabeth, last October.
Beth (Evans) Piersol, North East,
PA, recently left her first job and
started at Westfield Veterinary
Hospital in Westfield, NY.
1995
Tracy Waechter and Gary Hunt
(1996), Portland, OR, recently
completed a project to extend the
southwest boundary of the
Salmon-Huckleberry Wilderness,
guaranteeing permanent protection,
if approved by Congress. Tracy has
started a three-year mountaineering
school and hopes to become a guide.
Gary is busy perfecting his fly
fishing. Both are still practicing
small animal medicine.
1996
Gregory J. Nelson, Freeport,NY, is
new owner of a multi-partner
business on the south shore of Long
Island and Queens County. Their
ownership consists of six clinics and
one main hospital under
construction to house their dental
and surgical facility.
1997
Lilian Cornejo, North Grafton, MA,
is a third-year resident in internal
medicine at Tufts University.
1998
Kimberly Reynolds and Marc
Reynolds (DVM '00) West Haven,
CT, are both working in private

practice in Connecticut. They had a
baby girl last February.
Alison and Conan (DVM '97)
Crocker, Ottawa, IL, are proud to
announce the birth of their first son,
Camon Dean, last April. They both
continue to work in small animal
veterinary hospitals, Conan at
Novak Veterinary Clinic in Ottawa,
and Alison on a relief basis at
Companion Animal Hospital in
Morris and Novak Veterinary Clinic.
Tina Corcione, Dublin, OH, is
currently practicing small
animal/exotics medicine at a busy
practice in Columbus. She was
planning to marry last July. She has
a Jack Russell dog, a cat and a
guinea pig.
Scott Strosnider, Lebanon, OH,
following graduation he completed
an internship at Rood & Riddle
Equine Hospital. He is now an
associate with Lebanon Equine
Clinic. He will be boarded in
acupuncture this spring.
1999
Karen Cherrone, New York, NY,
recently completed an internship at
the Animal Medical Center in New
York. She is now doing a surgical
internship at Long Island Veterinary
Specialists.

Amusing Anecdotes
1983

Virginia Prince, Cornish Flat, NH,
remembers "As freshmen several of
us made numerous attempts to
lighten up the serious scholastic
atmosphere of our class. Once,
when Dr. Capen was lecturing, we
succeeded in arranging to have a
large proportion of the class wear
plaid attire. Dr. Capen gave no sign
that he noticed! Dr. Prince continues,
"I read with interest of the atrium
designed for the (veterinary academic
building) replacement. In another
prank, when one of my classmates
moved out of his apartment, he had
a left over sofa which was quite well
worn. We had been using the bare
foyer of Sisson Hall as a "hang out"
so we put the couch there and found
it very useful. Apparently, all the
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staff thought someone else meant
for it to be there so it was some time
before the eyesore was removed.
The new building should have a
much more aesthetic version of our
lounge."
1994
Beth (Evans) Pearsol, North East,
PA, says, "I remember (or actually
don't remember) falling and hitting
my head on a concrete basement
dance floor at OTS the fall of
freshman year while dancing with
Mike Houenstein. Sheldon Padgett
and Parker Nash rushed me to the
hospital because I was unconscious.
I was diagnosed with a mild
concussion and Parker was nice
enough to be sure I did not sleep for
more than two hours at a time for
the next 12 hours. I truly "fell" for
OTS that night and became a
member soon after! Thanks again
Parker and Sheldon!"

Class Personals
Return to: Editor, The Speculum, OSU College of Veterinary Medicine,
1900 Coffey Road, Columbus OH 43210
Name

Class Year.

Address
City State Zip
E-mail
Tell us what's new

Amusing Anecdotes
I wish to share with my colleagues the following funny and /or interesting
story I remember from my time spent at the OSU College of Veterinary
Medicine.
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Obituaries
The Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine wishes to express
its deepest sympathy to the families of
the following alumni and friends:
James M. Armstrong (DVM '33),
age 92, of North Kingstown, Rhode
Island, died October 5, 2000. Dr.
Armstrong established the Cranston
Animal Hospital where he operated
a small animal practice from 1937
1959. He also ran a large animal
practice in Rhode Island for many
years before becoming assistant state
veterinarian in Vermont in 1960. Dr.
Armstrong was a past president of
the Rhode Island and New England
VMAs, and past vice president of
the AVMA. After retiring from
veterinary practice, Dr. Armstrong
volunteered with the Christian
Veterinary Mission for which he
traveled to Mexico, Haiti, and
Central American teaching animal
care. In addition, Dr. Armstrong
was chair of the World Community
Service committee promoting and
supporting Heifer Project
International. He was an Army
veteran of World War II serving as a
captain in the Veterinary Corps.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Heifer Project International,
c/o Pat Stanley, Overlook Farm, Box
174A, Rutland, MA 01543.
James Guthrie Blue (DVM '50)of
Tucson, Arizona, died November 20,
2000 from a malignant brain tumor.
Dr. Blue worked as a relief
veterinarian across the U.S. for
many years, and later worked for
the City of Los Angeles, where he
served as acting chief veterinarian.
He retired to Tucson in 1995 and
was active in many organizations,
including serving on the Arizona
Board of Veterinary Examiners from
1976-82. Memorial gifts may be
made to the Arizona Cancer CenterUA Foundation, 1515 N. Campbell,
Tucson, AZ 85724.
Louis Carlin (DVM '42) of Dana
Point, California, died September 22,
2000 after a lengthy battle with
cancer. He devoted his entire career
to treating small animals at his

Inglewood Animal Hospital, and
was an avid clock and watch
collector. Dr. Carlin was a retired
U.S. Army captain in the Veterinary
Corps. Memorial donations may be
made to the City of Hope Prostate
Cancer Research Center.
Robert A. Ewing (DVM '60), age 88,
of Naples, Florida, died December
24, 2000. Dr. Ewing had practiced
veterinary medicine in Youngstown,
Ohio, for many years. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
OSU College of Veterinary Medicine,
c/o Director of Development, 1900
Coffey Road, Columbus, OH 43210,
or the Lely Presbyterian Church
Building Fund, 105 St. Andrews
Blvd, Naples, Florida.
Charles H. Hansberger (DVM '43),
age 82, of Millersport, Ohio, died
October 3, 2000. He was a retired
veterinarian and a World War II
veteran, serving as a captain in the
U.S. Army. Memorial gifts may be
made to the Millersport United
Methodist Church.
Maurice G. Headley (DVM '58), age
67, of Angola, Indiana, died May 15,
2000. Dr. Headley owned Grand
View Veterinary Clinic, a mixed
animal practice in Angola.
Memorials may be made to the
Steuben County Antique Power
Association, c/o David Headley, 785
N. State Road 827, Angola, IN 46703
or Angola United Methodist Church.
Ronald D. Matchett (DVM '52) of
Swayzee, Indiana, died October 1,
2000. Dr. Matchett started practicing
large and small animal medicine in
Converse, Indiana. In 1969 he built
Kem Road Animal Hospital in
Marion, Indiana, from which he
retired in 1988.
Robert L. McClelland (DVM '52),
age 76, of Xenia, Ohio, died August
14, 2000. His equine track career
included practicing at Scioto Downs
and the Red Mile. He was involved
with horses for over 50 years, not
only as a veterinarian but also as an
owner, breeder, driver and trainer.

Dr. McClelland was a veteran of the
U.S. Marine Corps serving in World
War II.
Stephen A. Perraut (DVM '76), age
48, of Omaha, Nebraska, died March
17, 2000. He was a USD A meat
inspector.
Vance L. Sanger (DVM '49), age 83,
of Tucson, Arizona, died October 12,
2000. He taught and did research at
OSU and Michigan State University,
as also did research at the Ohio
Agricultural Experiment Station in
Wooster, Ohio. He was a diplomate
of the American College of
Veterinary Pathologists. Dr. Sanger
enjoyed fishing and hunting.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Huntsdale Church of
Brethren, 170 Church Road, Carlisle,
PA 17013.
John H. Thomas (DVM '60), age 64,
of Martinsville, Indiana, died June
13, 2000. Dr. Thomas had a special
interest in equine medicine and
surgery and owned the Martinsville
Veterinary Hospital. He was a
founding member of the Indiana
Equine Veterinarians Group.
Memorial contributions may be
made to (c/o Neal & Summers
Mortuary, 110 E. Poston Rd.
Martinsville, IN 46151) the
Indianapolis Zoo, First United
Methodist Church, Eastview
Christian Church, Pilot Dogs, St.
Jude Children's Research Hospital,
Purdue University College of
Veterinary Medicine Continuing
Education or the Morris Animal
Foundation.
James H. Vickers (DVM '58), age
70, of Ijamsville, New Jersey, died
suddenly at his home on August 24,
2000. He was a diplomate of the
American College of Veterinary
Pathologists. Dr. Vickers held many
positions in several states, and was
most recently employed at the
National Institutes of Health in
Bethesda, Maryland where he was a
veterinary pathologist for the Center
for Biologies Evaluation and
Research, FDA, Department of
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Health and Human Services. Dr.
Vickers was a participant in polio,
rubella and measles vaccine
committees, and established monkey
supply sources throughout India
and East Africa. He was involved in
several laboratory designs and many
special research committees.
Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Ignatius Church Building
Fund, 3523 Urbana Pike, Frederick,
MD 21704, or American Heart
Association, Frederick County
Chapter.
Robert P. Wagers (DVM '36), age 86,
of Baltimore, Maryland, died of
heart failure on August 14, 2000.
Following a tour of duty with the
U.S. Army Veterinary Corps during
World War II, Dr. Wagers entered
private practice working on farm
animals, as well as dogs and cats.

He then spent over a decade with
the Baltimore Zoo, as well as keeping
his private practice in Baltimore
County and work with the Humane
Society. After closing his practice in
Pikesville, Dr. Wagers continued to
make house calls and volunteer his
time with the Humane Society until
shortly before his death.
Russell Welbourn (DVM March
'43), of Winchester, Indiana, died
June 6, 2000.
Charles J. York (DVM '47), age 80,
of West Sacramento, California, died
July 18, 2000. Dr. York held many
positions, most recently as president
and CEO of Bio-trends International
Inc. Previously, he was director of
virus research at Pitman-Moore
Company, director of research at the
San Diego Zoo, and associate

professor of comparative pathology
at the University of California in San
Diego. He was a leader in
developing modern day tissue
culture vaccines for animals and
man, and was instrumental in
developing the Schwarz measles
vaccine. He was a diplomate of the
American College of Veterinary
Microbiology.
Martin H. Zarnett (DVM '67), age
60, of Hallandale, Florida, died in
December 2000. Dr. Zarnett was an
equine veterinarian specializing in
racehorses for 34 years. Memorial
gifts may be made to the Martin
Zarnett Scholarship in Equine
Medicine, c/o OSU College of
Veterinary Medicine, Director of
Development, 1900 Coffey Road,
Columbus, OH 43210.

Attention:
OSU Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society Members
Annual Meeting - Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society
Friday October 5, 2001

Saturday, October 6, 2001

Columbus Marriott Northwest {new location)
5605 Blazer Parkway, Dublin

OSU College of Veterinary Medicine

5:00 p.m. Hospitality Hour

9:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m. Dinner Buffet (Featuring Brutus Buckeye,

11:30 a.m. Pre-Game Barbecue
(Tent, OSU Veterinary Hospital)

OSU Cheerleaders and TBDBITL Alumni Band)
7:15 p.m. College News: Dean Glen F. Hoffsis

(times subject to change depending on game time)

Program in Veterinary Hospital Auditorium

1:30 p.m. OSU vs. Northwestern Football Game

7:30 p.m. Alumni Society Meeting and Awards
8:15 p.m. Auction & Raffle
9:30 p.m. Class Photos & Reunions
Classes of 1951, 1961, 1971, 1976, 1981,1991
Complete and return registration materials set to all alumni in July.
For more information and registration materials contact the Office of Alumni Affairs at (614) 292-1171.

2001 Continuing Education Courses
Sponsored by The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine

Title

Date

Location / Instructor

Equine Breeding Managment

January 26 - 28

Fawcett Center
Dr. Walter Threlfall

Pre-Vet Conference

March 24 - 25

Easton Hilton
Veterinary Hospital

Canine Total Hip Replacement
Conference and Laboratory I

April 6 -7

Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Marvin Olmstead

Pet Loss / Bereavement Conference

April 7

Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Charles Neer

AO ASIF Surgical Fixation of
Fractures Conference and Laboratory

April 26 - 29

Easton Hilton
Dr. Ken Johnson

Animal Welfare - Zoonotic
Conference

June 12

Fawcett Center
Dr. Charles Neer

Swine Update 2001

August 15

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Dr. Gary Bowman

Canine Total Hip Replacement
Conference and Laboratory II

August 24 - 25

Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Marvin Olmstead

Waltham Symposium

October 27 - 28

Hilton Easton

Food Animal Medicine

November 1-2

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Dr. David Anderson

Equine Shipped Semen

November 3

Fawcett Center
Dr. Walter Threlfall

Canine Theriogenology

December 8

Fawcett Center
Dr. Walter Threlfall

Camelid Health Medicine

December 7-8

Fawcett Center
Dr. David Anderson

College of Veterinary Medicine
The Ohio State University
1900 Coffey Road
Columbus, Ohio 43210-1092
Address correction requested

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Columbus, Ohio
PAID
Permit No. 711
29004 311078 61801

