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(000) 

BS:  This is an oral interview with Lieutenant Commander Earl Hillis, United States Naval 

Reserve, conducted as part of the Polar Oral History Project of the American Polar Society and 

the Byrd Polar Research Center of the Ohio State University on a grant from the National 

Science Foundation. The interview was taken at Lieutenant Commander Hillis‟ home in 

Anacortes, Washington, by Brian Shoemaker on 11 May 2002. 

 So, Earl, this is your interview and we‟re interested in you as a person. You went into the 

Navy for a reason. You had some background. We‟d like to know about your mentors. A lot of 

people use their father. Some people use a teacher. You never know who it‟s going to be. Where 

you‟re from and grew up. How come you got in the Navy? Why‟d you become a pilot? Some of 

your duty and then how you got to VX-6, and. we‟ll focus on your experience in the squadron 

when  you‟re getting ready to go – transpacking or whatever – and back home after a year on 

the Ice, or summer on the Ice. 

EH:  OK. Where do you want me to start?  

BS:  Well. where are you from? 
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EH:  I was born in Campaign, Tennessee. This is a small village in eastern Tennessee, and when 

I was probably 8 or 9 years old we moved to Chattanooga. I grew up in Chattanooga. I went to 

the public schools in Chattanooga. When I finished high school, I think I had a year in college at 

David Lipscomb College in Nashville, Tennessee, and then transferred to Auburn. It’s now 

Auburn University. At that time, it was Alabama Polytechnic Institute. And I was there for a year 

on alternate quarters. I’d go to school a quarter and then work a quarter. A little more than a year 

into that, I had enough hours to enter the NAVCAD program, so I applied and was accepted and 

I went to Birmingham, where I was inducted and from there to Pensacola to begin flight training. 

I went through flight training in Pensacola, all the various fields, and on completion of that I 

went to Corpus Christi and started through the S-2 program. 

BS:  What‟s the S-2? 

EH:  That’s a carrier based anti-submarine aircraft. Initially, the training was in the twin Beech 

and then the S-2 and on completion of that and receiving my commission as an Ensign, I was 

assigned to VX-6. 

BS:  Ensign? Which year? 

EH:  1956. I graduated probably in the summer of June, 1956, and received my wings and was 

commissioned as an Ensign. And I’m assuming that there were no current billets in the S-2 

program because I went right to VX-6. 

BS:  Brand new pilot. 

EH:  Brand new pilot. I was the THE junior officer in the squadron.  

BS:  Somebody has to be. 

EH:  I was it. So, I arrived there in July sometime. Quonset Point. And immediately started 

checking out in the de Havilland Otters. We had a couple of Otters that we had borrowed from 
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the Army for training purposes because we did not have an Otter in the squadron. And then once 

I was checked out in the Otter – and we had a representative there to check us out from the 

deHavilland factory in Toronto – once I was checked out, I went with a couple of other guys and 

we picked up two or three Otters from the factory in Toronto. 

(50) 

BS:  The deHavilland factory was in Toronto? Is it there today? 

EH:  I’m not sure.  

BS:  They make all kinds of planes. They‟ve got a puddle-jumper that flies in where we are.  

EH:  I was in Quonset until probably October or thereabouts of ’56, flying the Otter. That was 

the only thing I flew in Quonset squadron. They had several other aircraft, but I did not fly any 

of those. They shipped the Otters that we had picked up – took the wings off, put them in crates 

and shipped them as a deck load on a cargo ship. The squadron felt that there should be an 

aviator aboard for some reason and being the junior officer, I was elected. So, my journey to the 

Antarctic was aboard the USNS Private Joseph F Merrill.  

BS:  Were you married then? 

EH:  No, I was single.  

BS:  Hadn‟t met your wife yet. 

EH:  I had met my wife, but we were not engaged. I met my wife when I was going through 

flight training in Corpus Christi, or in the Corpus Cristi area. It was Kingsville, actually. But, the 

journey was . . .  I hadn’t been aboard ship much so I guess there was some learning of shipboard 

life and that sort of thing. I think to that point I had only been two days aboard a carrier when I 

did carrier quals in flight training.  

BS:  Now the ship was manned by civilians? 
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EH:  Civilians, right. It was the Merchant Marine service. They loaded the ship out of Davisville, 

Rhode Island, which is right next to Quonset Point, and I boarded there and then we sailed south 

to Panama Canal, went through the Canal and spent a day and a night at the Rodman Naval 

Station, then proceeded direct to Christchurch, New Zealand.  

 The sailing was pretty uneventful the first couple of days. Out of Davisville, we had some 

heavy weather as we passed Cape Hatteras. In fact they had to change course and go out to sea 

because of the seas. But after that, it was pretty good weather the rest of the way. Pretty good 

weather across the Pacific. And good weather from Christchurch to the Ice. I had read all the 

stories about the bad weather in the lower latitudes, but we didn’t see any of it. The seas were 

relatively calm and nothing eventful. We spent probably ten days to 2 weeks in Christchurch. I 

left the ship at that point and moved my residence to the New Zealand Air Force Base in 

Christchurch which is Wigram – the name of the field. I shared a stateroom with the supply 

officer from Davisville to Christchurch, and we had a contingent of stevedores from the Seabee 

batallion aboard who were going to unload cargo, I guess. 

(100) 

And then when we left New Zealand, we had picked up some additional people, so I think that 

portion of the trip I spent bunking in the sick bay area because we were pretty full up with 

people. I met some good people. In fact, one of the engineers on the ship lives in Denver and at 

the reunion four or five years ago, he came by and I had a chat with him. 

BS:  You haven‟t got an address on him do you? 

EH:  I may have someplace.  

BS:  I‟ve got somebody from most of the ships, but I don‟t have anybody from the Merrill.  
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EH:  He was an engineer and I think I might have his address, yes. When we reached McMurdo 

Sound, got through the ice, we were escorted by the Glacier and one of the Coast Guard 

breakers.  It was the Eastwind, I believe, or Northwind, I’m not sure, but anyway, when we got 

into McMurdo Sound as close as we could get to the base – we were fairly close – they tied up to 

the ice. 

BS:  So, they didn‟t make it all the way in. 

EH:  No, we were fairly close, but not completely yet. 

BS:  What time of year was this? 

EH:  This was late October,  probably. Actually, late November as a matter of fact, because we 

left in late October from Davisville, and we were a month or more en route. We stayed aboard 

the ship for a while because I was scheduled to go with the ship to Little America where I was to 

be stationed. And the planes that we had aboard were to go to Little America, so I stayed aboard 

the ship. We were tied up to the ice in McMurdo for a good little while. They unloaded a small 

amount of cargo – not a lot. And I had Christmas dinner aboard the Coast Guard icebreaker. On 

the way down, there was a fellow that had been with Admiral Byrd in 1947 – he was an older 

fellow who had come back as a civilian crew and I’m not sure what work he was going to be 

doing.  

BS:  Big guy? 

EH:  Not tall, but he was  . . . probably a medium sized guy. 

BS:  The guy I know that goes down there was actually a Marine Corps Colonel. 

EH:  No, this guy was a civilian, but he had been with Byrd in ’47,  at Little America, and he was 

acquainted with the Captain aboard that was in charge of the Coast Guard detachment there. And 

so, he invited us to have Christmas dinner aboard the icebreaker in McMurdo Sound in 1956. 
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From McMurdo, we proceeded along the ice shelf to Little America with the ship. Pulled up 

along the ice shelf. At McMurdo we were tied up pretty much to the sea ice in the sound, but 

once we got to Little America, we were tied up to the ice shelf itself. 

(150) 

And they had shaved the ice shelf down at that point to a level pretty close to the level of the 

ship’s deck so we would be able to off-load cargo. And I was aboard there until the aircraft were, 

in fact, off-loaded.  

BS:  Were the Arneb and the Wyandotte there? 

EH:  The Arneb and the Wyandotte, both I think, yes. And we had an Mboat deck cargo that the 

Seabees used sort of as a tug. 

BS:  Mboat is . . . ? 

EH:  It’s a landing craft – a small landing craft. 

BS:  Flat bottom thing? 

EH:  Flat bottom thing, yeah. And they were trying to use it as a tug to push the ship against the 

ice and get it tied up and what-not. So, I’m not sure how well that worked, but that’s what they 

used. And when I departed the ship, I was assigned a berth space in the Little America camp 

where I spent the year. 

BS:  You left the ship when it was tied up? 

EH:  Pretty much. The aircraft was one of the first things unloaded. Just a day or so, I was there.  

BS:  When did you move into camp? That was about January then, huh? 

EH:  It was January. Very early January.  

BS:  January, 1957. 

EH:  Right. And I was assigned to flight crew the Que Sera Sera – Harvey Speed was the pilot. 
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BS:  Harvey Speed, huh? 

EH:  Bill Shick was the other and initially we were going to alternate, and we did, as co-pilots – 

Shick and I. I think I was probably the best navigator in the camp, so I spent most of my time as 

a navigator.  

BS:  So, you flew the Que Sera Sera out of Little America. 

EH:  Right. 

BS: So it was more or less permanently assigned to Little America.  

EH:  Yes. It was permanently assigned to Little America. 

BS:  But, it had before that, flown to South Pole. It had already been to South Pole.  

EH:  It had already been to the South Pole and went back to the South Pole. I went to the South 

Pole as part of the crew on the Que Sera Sera a little later. Initially, our primary mission out of 

Little America was to supply the tractor train that was to set up or resupply the base at Byrd 

Station. I think it was located at 80 South and 120 West, I guess.  

BS:  You‟ve got that down, huh? 

EH:  I was the navigator, so I remember these things. I was primarily the navigator. I flew some 

as co-pilot, but . . .  

BS:  Tell me what you did to navigate.  What instruments did you use? 

EH:  OK. We a radar device with probably an 8 or 10 inch screen, maybe. It was an APS-42 as a 

matter of fact  – model no. And I think it was probably designed initially as weather radar, but 

we found it useful in navigating in some areas because the tractor train which was made of D8 

Cats and sleds to the Byrd Station made a track deep enough and that apparently froze, so the 

following year I was able to detect that with the radar. 

BS:  You could see the tracks? 
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(200) 

 

EH:  I could see the track and what part of it was getting the reflection from the radar, I’m not 

sure, but we were able to use that. 

BS:  That‟s interesting. In bad weather, huh? 

EH:  In bad weather and also, our charts were kind of based on the South Pole, but they had a 

superimposed grid and we used an N-1 gyro which is a free gyro, not connected to magnetic data 

at all. In fact, we put a placard in the . . . we had a magnetic compass in the aircraft and we just 

put a little piece of cardboard in there and put a big S on it to South because it fluctuated so 

much that it was not reliable. 

So, we used the N-1 as a free gyro. 

BS:  Did you use grid navigation? 

EH:  We used grid navigation and then we had a sextant – a periscopic sextant. There was a 

mount attached to the aircraft so we could put it through the skin of the aircraft and take celestial 

shots. 

BS:  By celestial in the summer, you mean sun. 

EH:  Sun, and occasionally moon. But, primarily sun. And we had a device that, I’m not sure 

what they called it – a solar compass or something. It was a . . .  

BS:  Sun compass? 

EH:  Yeah, we could use it when it was cloudy and we could locate the direction of the sun. We 

couldn’t get a sun shot from it, but we used that because the gyro would presses and so about 

once an hour, we would check the headings to make sure we were close to where we should be. 

BS:  You had the book of angles and times of the sun? 
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EH:  Yeah. We had, I’m not sure what they call the one we had, but we had a set of tables for the 

sun, so we’d work out a shot and we used that fairly consistently and fairly regularly. Now, in 

addition to that, the chart that I had, in some areas there would be crevasses that would show a 

distinct pattern and I plotted those on my chart. That was generally from the radar data. So, I 

plotted that on my chart so I would have a little extra landmark here and there. And then we had 

a radar beacon at Little America. 

BS:  A radar beacon? 

EH:  Uh-huh. It was a Raycon, I think, that we used occasionally. It was not an extremely useful 

device, but it was helpful when we were close enough that we could pick it up. 

BS:  ADF? 

EH:  ADF. We had ADF, but the ADF stations that were there – there was one at Byrd Station 

and one at Little America. The one at Byrd Station particularly, had very short range. We were 

not able to pick it up.  Now, every 10 miles on the tractor trail, they would set up sort of  

monument of barrels that were fixed and you could pick those up on radar. So, between the sun 

and the radar, we did fairly well with navigation. In fact, we did some work with a couple of 

Army guys there who made some flights out of Byrd Station where they were taking some 

observations and I did the navigation for them. 

(250) 

BS:  That‟s good.  A lot of the guys were flyers, but  they didn‟t know how to navigate. Admiral 

Byrd was a pilot, but he switched to navigation because that was an important thing. In his day, 

they didn‟t have much. 

EH:  No, they didn’t.  

BS:  He wrote the book, though.  
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EH:  Yeah, and of course, magnetic headings weren’t particularly useful to us, so it was strictly 

with the gyro. And then when we would go various places with the aircraft on the ground, I 

could take shots and make a more exact location of what areas where we would drop fuel for the 

tractors. We hauled fuel out for the tractors. In fact, they had installed a fuselage tank from a 

R5D in these R4s to fly them down to the Antarctic and they had left those in there. We would 

fill those with diesel fuel and take them out to pre-arranged locations on the tractor train route 

and pump them into  - flexible, rubberized bladders. They were located along the tractor trail for 

the use of the tractor trains when they arrived. So, we provided a lot of the fuel that the tractor 

trains used to get to Byrd Station so their load could be primarily cargo. 

BS:  So, you could pump right into a tank that was on a sled behind a tractor? 

EH:  Actually, no, we set the tanks up along side the trail. 

BS:  Oh, I see. You put them out ahead of the tractors. 

EH:  Ahead of the tractors, yes, and then we would fly out, take several flights and fill the tank 

up. And then when the tractor train arrived, they would fill up their tanks enough to get them to 

the next drop sight.  

BS:  We didn‟t get our R4Ds down there the first year, so basically you guys wrote the book on 

field ops.  

EH:  Yeah. I’m not sure when they . . . That’s right. The group that I flew with – Speed and the 

others – had taken the planes down. And they all came to McMurdo. And at that point . . . they 

had a 250 gallon fuel tank way back in the aircraft, near the cargo door – actually across from the 

cargo door. And they removed those in McMurdo so we’d have space for cargo. They left the . . . 

I think it was a 500 gallon fuselage tank, in there. When we hauled fuel in that tank, we’d have to 

worry about some contamination for the flight or two after that. We had a couple of incidents 
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where we had some contamination in there – either water or something and we were down a 

couple of places along the ice.  

BS:  You hauled diesel fuel in those tanks as well as aviation fuel. 

EH:  Right, so we’d have to try to clean them out, but that wasn’t a perfect operation. 

(300) 

BS:  I flew in the Arctic and we had a bad accident up there related to fuel. Didn‟t kill anybody, 

but . . .  

EH:  We were actually forced down a couple of times because of fuel contamination. We were 

able to clean that out and get back in the air, with skis on the R4s, of course, we could land 

almost any place.  

BS:  Had to worry about sastrugi? 

EH:  Yeah. But, usually it wasn’t too bad. The skis were . . .  there was enough sweep, I guess, in 

front, to ride over those.  

BS:  Were your skis any different from the new Basslers? 

EH:  Not a lot. They look very similar.  I have some pictures I can show you after a bit. 

BS:  I was trying to figure it out. I flew those R4Ds down there a little bit. I was flying a 

helicopter. But, I flew that and I flew it in the winter. I should say the winter before the sun went 

down. And I showed this to Gus Shinn and he said it looked like the very same thing. 

EH:  I have a picture downstairs and I think we can compare these. 

BS:  They tested them up in Canada in 1946, before Highjump. 

EH:  The skis we had, they were . . . I don’t know if they were still in the test phase or what, but 

they were covered with different materials. We had some that were teflon and some that were 

covered with some other material. I don’t remember what.  
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We flew to resupply a weather station, well, actually we brought them back at the end of 

the summer. We had put a weather station at the Beardmore glacier so the planes that were going 

in could have a weather report halfway there, because Beardmore was about halfway from 

McMurdo to the Pole. 

BS:  And also fuel. 

EH:  But, when they had set up the Beardmore glacier station, they had not set it up at the 

Beardmore glacier. Because we went out to pick them up and we got to the Beardmore glacier 

and there was no station there, we had a little ADF and we were able to chase them down. They 

were a couple of glaciers to the east of Beardmore. But, we landed there and picked up that crew. 

They had been there during the summer months. And then we set up the new station at the 

Beardmore glacier the following year. I guess the Air Force was flying C-124s and doing air 

drops at the Pole and at Byrd station. I flew with one of the 124s on one flight to Byrd Station 

from McMurdo. They weren’t able to find Byrd station, so I went out, I took my charts and went 

with them and showed them where it was. They were used to going from one point to the other 

and they would drift-off line or whatever, it didn’t make a lot of difference. But, with such short 

range ADF at Byrd Station, it wasn’t too hard to miss them.   

(350) 

BS:  So, to back up a little bit to your support for the tractor trains for Byrd Station, this is while 

they were still building up Byrd? 

EH:  Right. The year before they had taken the first tractor train to Byrd to set up the initial 

camp. 

BS:  And did anybody stay there that winter? 
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EH:  Yes, I think so. I don’t remember how many, but I think there were a few people there. And 

the tractor trains were made up of, I don’t know how many D-8 Caterpillar tractors and each 

tractor would pull two 20 ton sleds. One of the sleds had a bunkhouse on it, and they also had a 

Weasel or two that went along with it and they used that to move people from the bunkhouse to 

the tractors and vice versa. And so they would run continuously and they would change crews 

while they were still moving.  

BS:  So, they‟d sleep in the bunkhouse? 

EH:  Sleep in the bunkhouse, eat in the mess shack, and then the Weasel would transport them 

back and forth. Also they ran a Weasel with a device on the front that extended out with some 

little antennas that they felt they were able to locate crevasses. 

BS:  Dishes? 

EH:  Dishes. 

BS:  Didn‟t work. Nobody trusted them. 

EH:  Well, that’s true. And they lost a tractor the first year out because it didn’t pick them all up, 

I guess. They would bridge the crevasse areas where you would go from the ice shelf and start 

upland where the ice comes down from the continent and floats on the sea. Those were very 

heavily crevassed areas and so they would have to bridge that area in order to get all the tractors 

through. So, that was a job every year. 

BS:  Did you see how they did it? 

EH:  No. 

BS:  You didn‟t see them dynamiting the bridges? 

EH:  No. But, I know they had to rebuild those bridges every year. And we’d occasionally get a 

call to move something to the tractor train, or pick up some cargo and take it someplace by air. In 
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fact, we got a call one day and they wanted to know if we could haul a welder for them. Could 

we pick up a welder and take it to them. We said sure we could pick up a welder. 

BS:  Was the welder a guy? 

EH:  We thought it was a guy. We got out there and they had a piece of machinery. I don’t know 

how much it weighed. It was a very large piece of machinery. And it presented a problem 

because with the fuselage tank in the R4, we couldn’t get it forward. So, it sat way back in the 

back of the aircraft and we had a weight and balance problem getting in the air. Fortunately, we 

didn’t have any other cargo, so we were able to accomplish that.  

(400) 

BS:  So, basically there were just the three pilots there at Little America? 

EH:  No, we had several crews. There were several airplanes and several crews. 

BS:  R4Ds? 

EH:  R4Ds, yeah. In fact, two complete crews or maybe three that spent the winter. Two maybe. 

I’ve got to think about that a little to see how many, but then there were additional crews in the 

summertime. In fact, we tried to fly during the winter months, during the dark months. But, it 

was not very successful. It was an enormous problem. We would heat the aircraft probably 6 or 8 

hours to get it to the point where everything would be warm enough that we could crank it up, 

but by the time we would get out to the end of the ski-way to take off, the hydraulic lines had 

cooled down enough that they would not be able to pick up the gear, so wintertime flying was 

pretty much out.  

BS:  So, you had three crews working out of Little America in the summer? 

EH:  Maybe more, but at least that many.  

BS:  How about the Otter? 
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EH:  Otter? Generally, the co-pilot and navigator would also fly the Otters. I flew the Otter, Bill 

Shick flew the Otter. Let’s see. One of the guys on the other crew was Agarn. I’ve forgotten his 

first name. He flew the Otter, and we would take small flights in the Otter. For example, we 

would go from where we were to Little America that Byrd established. We took several flights 

over there. 

BS:  How far was that away? 

EH:  Oh, it was just a short distance. I’m not sure how far. Probably not more than 15-20 miles 

maybe. It was real close by.  

BS:  So, that was Little America I, II and III. 

EH:  Yes. We were able to open it so that we could actually go down and go through the camp – 

Little America III camp. We could go through the whole camp, actually. It was still intact. And 

although I didn’t visit it, I think some of the guys were able to open the tunnel out to the Snow 

Cruiser that was there. 

BS:  Oh, he did? 

EH:  And they were able to see that. I didn’t get to do that one, but I did go into the camp.  

BS:  Which Snow Cruiser was that? Which Little America camp was it at? III? That‟s where they 

took it down to, yeah. You knew the difference between the three camps – where they were 

located? 

(450) 

EH:  No, not really. I did at the time, I think, but that memory’s gone. Admiral Byrd kind of had 

a satellite station that he spent the winter in, I guess. 

BS:  It was 100 miles south.  

EH:  South, near the island there.  
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BS:  Nobody ever went back to that, huh?. 

EH:  No, as far as I know they didn’t. But, we did go into the Little America III station. In fact, 

we retrieved a few items from that. Ens Agarn’s collateral duty was fire protection, so I think he 

retrieved a number of fire extinguishers from Little America III station that were rechargeable 

and still useable items. We retrieved a few items from their food storage. Some tins of honey. 

They were congealed, but once they were warmed up, they were still good. 

BS:  That‟s really interesting. Did you get any personal items? Souvenirs from those stations? 

EH:  Oh, I think I may have some envelopes with a Snow Cruiser picture on them and things like 

that. Not a lot. 

BS:  A lot of guys have gotten that stuff for donating. I don‟t know what they have, but some of 

that stuff has been donated to the Byrd Polar Research Center and if you‟re ever inclined, that‟s 

the place to put it.  

EH:  OK. 

BS:  Papers and a lot of that stuff.  

EH:  I didn’t get very much stuff. 

BS:  Dusty Blades took a whole lot of stuff from Deepfreeze I. Boxes and boxes of stuff from the 

huts at McMurdo. He told me about it and I asked him where it was and he said, “Out in the 

garage.” He gave all his stuff to Ohio State and they‟ve got it displayed in a case.  

EH:  I’ve got a pair of big gloves and a parka and a few things like that that I used down there.  

BS:  So, you wore those clothes from Little America III. 

EH:  Well, no. I didn’t wear any of those. Only what I took down.  

(500) 
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BS:  So, you supported the traverse to build up Byrd Station. You flew over Little America III. 

Did you go back and forth to McMurdo? 

EH:  Back and forth to McMurdo. On several occasions we flew cargo from McMurdo to South 

Pole in the R4s. And those were pretty interesting flights because in order to carry any cargo at 

all, the aircraft was well over it’s gross weight. But, that’s the only way you could get it in there 

because at that point, the R4 was the only aircraft that they felt like they could land at the Pole. 

So, we would carry fuel to make the round trip and also since the Pole is at 10,000 feet or 

thereabouts, we carried JATO bottles to get us airborne at the Pole. We would not be able to get 

off at the Pole with the engine power alone, even empty. And we would install them on the racks 

externally on the aircraft before we left McMurdo. So all we’d have to do would be to connect 

them at the Pole. 

BS:  You didn‟t need JATO to get off with cargo? 

EH:  Didn’t need JATO to get off at McMurdo. McMurdo’s at sea level and the ski-way’s fairly 

long there. So, we were able to get in the air pretty easily. 

BS:  Was there fuel at Beardmore camp? 

EH:  No, we didn’t land at Beardmore. It was strictly a weather station.  No fuel there. And there 

were like 2 or 3 guys that spent the summer there. And we would haul what cargo we could. It 

wouldn’t be a lot, each trip to the Pole, but it would be some. 

BS:  Air Force dropped it in. 

EH:  Air Force dropped in most of the stuff to the Pole, yes.  

BS:  Did you meet General McCarty? 

EH:  No, I don’t think I did. Admiral Dufek was Task Force 43 Commander and he was there.  I 

met Admiral Dufek, but no other.  
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(550) 

 Regarding getting airborne at the Pole, the R4s maximum speed we could get without the 

JATO bottles was about 40-45 knots, then we’d fire the JATO bottles in banks of three or four at 

intervals so we would extend the burn time. There was only a few seconds anyway, but that 

would give us enough boost to get airborne and pick up the landing gear. And once we did that, 

we were on our own and we could maintain the altitude. We didn’t fly very high anyway. We 

were probably no more than 1000 feet above the surface most of that time. In fact, most of the 

time we flew fairly low because we’d be loaded, so it would take too much fuel and too much 

time to climb to any altitude at all. 

BS:  Did you know at the time – the South Pole was 9700 feet – did you know at that time that 

the actual pressure altitude at South Pole was 11,500 feet? 

EH:  Yes, occasionally we would figure out what the density of the altitude would be. 

BS:  Basically McMurdo is +800 feet. It‟s quite an interesting phenomena that at 60 degrees 

north and south, you get normal pressure altitude, but the centrifugal force of the air . . .  

EH:  The Pole kind of distorts everything. 

BS:  Well, it sucks the atmosphere up around the equator and it tapers off. But, the pressure 

altitude stays about the same.  

EH:  There was not much horsepower with those old engines. They were R1830s. 

BS:  So, you flew over from Little America. You‟re still based at Little America. 

EH:  Still based at Little America, but we’d fly to McMurdo. We’d spend maybe  a few days at 

McMurdo, fly cargo to the Pole and back.  

(600) 
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And then we’d go back to Little America and we’d fly cargo to Byrd Station and occasionally we 

would fly observers, like we would go to Byrd Station and then go out on a track to where some 

of the mountains had been plotted before for the observers and bring them back to Byrd Station. 

So, we provided pretty much the details as far as navigational information was concerned. 

BS:  OK, I‟m going to ask about another phase of flying that went on down there. Did you 

support any of the science traverses in the field? 

EH:  We did on occasion. As a matter of fact, Jim Waldron I think and another, went out and 

picked up some of the scientists who were in a kind of heavily crevassed area. They went out and 

picked them up with an Otter. We didn’t support them as much as we did the bases and the 

military activities because there weren’t that many at that point. A lot of the scientific 

expeditions that went out went out a little later. 

(End of Tape 1A) 

(Begin Tape 1B) 

(000) 

BS:  OK, we were talking about supporting science traverses. 

EH:  I don’t recall specific events necessarily except to pick up the people that Jim Waldren and 

Agarn did. In any event, if we had a call to haul people or cargo to a particular location, we felt 

like the IGY program was part of our mission, so we would have supported them, and we did 

some. I don’t recall how much, but I don’t think there were a lot of expeditions actually in the 

field at that point. We had a lot of scientists at the various bases, but I think they were pretty 

busy at that point taking readings and making observations from those locations. 

BS:  Did you meet Bert Crary? 

EH:  I don’t remember a lot of the names. 
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BS: He was the head scientist at Little America.  

EH:  Right, I remember him.  

BS:  What about Captain Pat Mayer? 

EH:  I don’t remember. We had some foreign scientists. We had a Russian guy in Little Amerca 

and we had . . . I think he was there more as an observer than anything. I’m not sure how much 

he was involved in the actual scientific work. 

Everybody played chess with the guy and we had a scientist from Argentina. I don’t remember 

his name, but I remember him. I can picture his face. And some from other areas involved in 

various activities. We had one guy whose work was primarily with the aurora australis.  

BS:  I think I‟ve pushed you ahead on this. Let me focus on the summer a little bit. Who was the 

station commander at Little America? 

EH:  Captain Dickey.  And Waldron was the VX-6 detachment commander at Little America. 

We had some Marine pilots in McMurdo. 

BS: Dan Ansett?. 

EH:  Yep. And then there was another guy. When we were there, he had an oversupplied liquor 

cabinet, so he donated a bottle or two or three for us to take back to Little America.  

We had some events that would happen from time to time. We lost an engine halfway 

between Little America and McMurdo. Landed on the ice shelf. As I recall, by that point, 

everybody was accustomed to whatever came along, so it didn’t seem to upset anybody. I think 

we called back to Little America and some few hours later they sent a plane out and picked us 

up. They brought out some additional crew and they set up an  A-frame and changed the engine 

on the ice.  

BS:  Couldn‟t stay airborne? 
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EH:  No, we couldn’t stay airborne with one engine because usually we were pretty much maxed 

weight and so if you lose an engine, you’re going to go down. You’ve got enough power in the 

one engine  that you can pick a spot and that’s about it.  

(50) 

And a couple of times we were down with fuel contamination, but we were able to clean that up 

ourselves and get back in the air. 

BS:  What kind of fuel contamination? 

EH:  Probably from the diesel fuel or water or both from the fuselage tank. Usually we’d feel 

like we had it clean, but there’s always a spot or two that there’s something remaining there.  

 We had one incident with our radioman when he decided he didn’t need to fly any more. 

We were taking off from McMurdo on the ski-way. We had lost power in one engine and we had 

just broken ground and with the full power on the other side, that engine dropped down and we 

hit the wing tip on the ice ridge and about that time that engine caught up. They hadn’t pulled the 

throttle back, so all of a sudden we got full power surge on that one and they were trying to 

compensate and get the thing leveled going the other direction and that was enough to switch it 

to the other side and we hit the other wing tip on the ice ridge. At that point we were able to get 

speed with flying and able to get under control and we came back around and landed. We had 

about 6 or 8 feet of wing tip in a 90 degree position. They were standing up. 

BS:  Oh, is that right? And you still got airborne? 

EH:  We were airborne and we were able to come back around and land on the ski-way. 

BS:  That was the Que Sera Sera? 

EH:  Que Sera Sera. 

BS:  You know Que Sera Sera is in Pensacola. 
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EH:  Pensacola, yeah. It was sent to the Smithsonian and I guess is still owned by the 

Smithsonian, but it’s down in Pensacola I saw a little display in the airport in Phoenix some 

years ago and it had Que Sera Sera . . . they had these models on display. And one of them was 

the Que Sera Sera. 

BS:  So, you flew a very historic aircraft.  

EH:  In on the ground floor, I guess, almost. Had an opportunity, when I was in McMurdo, to 

hike over to the New Zealand station and I had an opportunity to meet and chat with Sir Edmund 

Hillary who was there that summer. 

BS:  That‟s when they set up the base to support Bunny Fuchs coming across the continent. Did 

you have anything to do with him? 

EH:  No I didn’t have anything to do with him 

BS:  We supported him a lot. He was running out of fuel.  

EH:  They were up and running when we were there, and I guess they had just set up the New 

Zealand station.  

BS:  Yes, it was the next summer that they came across. But, you met Ed Hillary. Neat guy. He‟s 

still kicking around. I met him in New Zealand. I met him in New York.  

EH:  I did have a chance to talk to him for a while. We spent some time over there. 

We were able to visit the Scott place there, the buildings that they had used when they were there 

for their expedition.  

BS:  Charles Percy Wright or Hilbert Wilkins when they came down? 

EH: Wilkins rings a bell. 

BS:  Wilkins‟ papers are at Ohio State. It basically was an American expedition. He was 

Australian though. The king knighted him. He came down and so did Charles Percy Wright who 
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was with Scott and they went around together and a lot of people saw them and remembered 

them. Slept outside in their sleeping bags like they used to do. They wouldn‟t sleep inside. I 

thought everybody remembered that about them. 

(100) 

  So, here you are. Summer‟s drawn to a close. What happened? 

EH:  Well, you’re busy trying to move everything that needs to be moved and the base is really 

crowded. During the summer, they bring in all these people, additional flight crews and the 

whole ball of wax. And as a result, all of the huts that would normally house the people that were 

wintering over in bunks, they had all these cots in any available space and they’d also hang one 

on the ceiling above it, so you’d have kind of wall to wall people. 

BS:  Smell great? 

EH:  Smelled great, yeah. And at Little America, we had a doctor and a dentist and a corpsman. I 

don’t remember the doctor and the dentist’s names, but the corpsman was Harold Butler who 

married a New Zealand lady and lives down in New Zealand. I don’t know if you’ve had a 

chance to meet him.  

BS:  I‟ve met him.  

EH:  We correspond by e-mail occasionally. Let’s see. Of course, we had everybody in the camp 

and VX-6 people and the civilians and the Seabees were all in the same camp. There were 

several huts there that we shared. One of my collateral duties was maintenance and oversight of 

the CO detectors in the camp.  

BS:  This was during winter? 

EH:  During winter. 
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BS:  To back up a little, you knew everybody. Most of them were going to leave. Were you 

anxious to get them out of there? 

EH:  Yeah. Anxious to get them out. 

BS:  Common story. 

EH:  Well, the reason is there is no space for them. You don’t have any place to live. You had no 

space at all and so you’re trying to get some work done and you’ve got 300 people in a space that 

could reasonably support 100, maybe. And so you’re anxious to get them out. You understand 

they’ve got work to do and you do what you have to do as part of the overall thing. You 

understand that they have to be there, but when they leave, it’s a good feeling because you’ve got 

your own space back. During the summer, we had cargo to fly. We flew and if the weather was 

good, we flew around the clock. We’d fly, it seemed like the maximum was like about 30 hours 

without any significant break. But, if the weather’s good, that’s when we want to move. And 

then when the weather socks in, well then we obviously aren’t going to be flying so we get our 

rest in. 

BS:  Who was your winter over DET? Who were the flyers? 

EH:  Speed, and Shick and myself and Jim Waldron. And Agarn. I still can’t remember his first 

name.  

BS:  He was in the squadron? He flew? 

EH:  He flew. Anderson. 

BS:  Jim Waldron was ONC? 

EH:  Yes. Anderson and Agarn. I’m not sure how to spell it. 

BS:  What was Anderson? 

EH:  Lieutenant or Lieutenant Commander.  
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(150) 

BS:  Pilot? 

EH:  Pilot, yep. And right off the top of my head, I can’t remember any of the other officers in 

the squadron. That might have been it for the winter-over crew.  

BS:  The base commander was? 

EH:  Captain Dickey.  

BS:  Captain Dickey. Seabee? 

EH:  Yes. I think. And we had a GCA officer there. I’ve forgotten his name. 

BS:  Did you read Waldron‟s book? 

EH:  No I haven’t. He said it was on line, but I haven’t looked at it.  

BS:  Well, he sells them where he travels. And scientists – you mentioned that you had an aurora 

scientist. 

EH:  There were several and the names, I might recognize if I see them, but we had a number of 

scientists there. We had all kinds of activity. We had a group that were doing some work - I’m 

not sure if they wintered over – with the sea life. They were down in the crevasses at actual sea 

level and they would lower devices into the water to make measurements and they were also able 

to trap specimens of sea life – shrimp and things like that that they were able to bring up and 

examine.  

BS:  So, everybody clears out. 

EH:  And in about 10 days or 2 weeks after everybody’s gone, no one has a cold any more. 

We’ve kind of become immune to each other’s cold viruses and so for the rest of the winter, not 

really much in the way of that kind of illnesses.  

BS:  So, you stopped having colds. You had essentially caught everything . . .  



 26 

EH:  And gotten over it, yeah.  

BS:  And here you are all locked up. That last plane left. How‟d you feel? Good riddance? 

EH:  Good riddance, sort of, yeah. And at that point, there was still a ship or two. An icebreaker, 

I think, in the area. But, they left shortly. They were gone fairly soon because the ice was 

beginning to get a little thick, so they were ready to go. And I think that was probably the last 

thing to leave – the icebreaker.  

BS:  So, icebreaker is gone, you‟re stuck for 7 months. 

EH:  Seven months, yeah. So, we had our contact with the outside world with HAM radio and 

one of the Seabee guys, that was his job to spend a lot of hours every day on the HAM radio and 

arrange for phone patches for people back home. 

BS:  Do you remember the Seabee‟s name that did that? 

(200) 

EH:  The guy originally from Texas was there when I was there and he did a good job because he 

had a lot of contacts around the country. HAM radio operators who were willing to make phone 

patches and in fact I made a phone patch through a HAM operator in Houston to my wife to be. 

At the time I had met her, but we were not engaged. 

BS:  You courted this lady by handwriting? 

EH:  By HAM radio. 

BS:  Did you propose to her on HAM radio? 

EH:  No.  

BS:  Were you going “Over, out?” 

EH:  Yeah, well, the usual process.  

BS:  Very important for morale, though. 
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EH:  It was very important. And I think the call sign for the HAM radio operator – that guy in 

Houston – his name was Pfeiffer, I think – was W5YVJ. That was his call sign. We also received 

a few facsimile pictures. It was a pretty involved process because it was a radio transmission. 

The devices were antique in today’s world, obviously, and the operator at our end had to 

synchronize . . . the faxes were printed on a drum and they had to synchronize that with the 

people that were sending it. Otherwise, you’ve got a big gap in the middle of the picture where 

the strap would be. So, we got a few of those. I helped set up the antenna direction because I was 

the nagivator, so I was called on to help them locate true North and this sort of thing. So, we set 

up their antennas in that first year for the military radios at Little America.  

BS:  I forgot to ask you something when you talked about going to the South Pole. Did you meet 

Paul Siple? 

EH:  Yes, I think I did. 

BS:  So, he was over at South Pole when you were down here at Little America. 

EH:  We didn’t spend a lot of time at the Pole. We would land, unload cargo, and bug out. We’d 

get to talk to the guys there a little bit, but we just had a few minutes.  

BS: Did you get down inside? 

EH:  No, I didn’t get down inside the camp.  

BS:  Do you remember when Admiral Byrd died? 

EH:  Yes.  

BS:  He died after the winter started, in March. 

EH:  Right. We got news pretty regularly. We weren’t so isolated that we didn’t get news. 

BS:  Must have had some blackouts though, didn‟t you? 
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EH:  We had some blackouts, but the blackouts were kind of related to sun spot activity, I guess. 

And at that point, when we would have a black out, we would be out of contact with any of the 

bases once we got 100 miles out or so, or 150 miles out. The code worked a little longer than 

voice. The radios were low frequency. Theoretically, we had some bounce, but the bounce didn’t 

work, so all you would have would be the ground wave and we could operate Morse code farther 

out than we could do voice, but not a lot. And so we would be . . . if we were flying during that 

period of time, we would have no contact with the base until we got back to 100-150 mile range. 

We listened to Sputnik when it went over. And right after it was launched, we had news of that 

right away. So, we could hear it as it went by. 

BS:  At the meetings for the IGY, the Russians said they were going to put up a satellite and they 

thought the Americans ought to too. And they meant it. They announced it and nobody got too 

excited until they did and then there was a crash, crash program. We finally got serious about it. 

But, it was announced to all these polar scientists at these IGY meetings. So, I don‟t know if that 

promise to do that worked it‟s way back to the State Department and then down to the people 

that were planning to do it because ours was dragging along. It sped it up. And what‟s 

interesting is that James Van Allen was in the Ross Sea then. He used to go down there on 

radiation belts and eventually the first satellite package that we put up was Van Allen‟s piece on 

radiation belts – big time.  

 So, here you are. The winter is started. What was your routine? 

EH:  We had a routine. We’d get up and we’d go to the airfield a mile and a half to two miles 

away. And we’d go by sled pulled by a Weasel or something similar. We’d be there during the 

day. We’d do some work. Look at the aircraft. Before it was completely dark, we would fly 

some. And then before people came back for the next year, we were flying. So, we had some 
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work to do. It wasn’t a strenuous routine. If you missed an hour or two here or there, it wouldn’t 

make a lot of difference in the grand scheme of things, but the crew would go to the field during 

the day and do housekeeping things. I’d put together some charts for the next season and things 

like that. And I’m sure you experienced the Big Eye when you were there. Periods of time when 

you can’t sleep because it’s dark all the time. You experience the same thing when it’s light all 

the time and you can’t sleep then either. But, you go through that cycle. Everybody pretty much 

goes through it. And sometimes if you can’t sleep, you get up in the middle of the night and go in 

and the cooks are baking bear claws or something, so you have a snack.  

BS:  How was the food? 

EH:  It wasn’t bad. Food was pretty good, in fact. No fresh vegetables, but other than that, we 

had a Pan American flight that came down early before any of the people came for the next year, 

and they brought down some small amount of fresh vegetables. 

BS: To Little America? 

EH:  No, to McMurdo. And we picked them up. 

BS:  Pan Am flight with stewardesses on it? 

EH:  Yes. 

BS:  Did you get to see the stewardesses? 

EH:  No. They came into McMurdo. 

BS:  Now, this was at the end of your winter. 

EH: Yeah, I think the spring of the next year. It would be our fall of ’57. 

BS:  What kind of plane did they fly in? 

EH:  Boeing stratocruiser, I think. They brought mail and some fresh vegetables down. We 

picked them up and brought them back to Little America.  
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BS:  Before the squadron? 

EH:  They came before the squadron did, yeah. I think they were very early, in fact. 

BS:  So, they got the fields ready. 

EH:  Well, maybe they didn’t come before the squadron, but it seemed to me very early in the 

year. 

BS:  Very early in the season. I knew they came. I didn‟t know when. So, that was a big morale 

factor then. 

EH:  Big morale. 

BS:  And why did Pan Am do it? Was this a demo flight? 

EH:  I think so. They had the capablity of going any place, maybe. And of course they couldn’t 

come in the winter because the field was covered with snow. But, they scraped the snow off and 

got the ice runway ready and then they came in. 

BS:  Did you get into any of the . . .  well, first of all I want to ask you about sundown, when the 

final sun went down. Do you remember that event? 

EH:  Not . . . well, I remember that we observed it, because I was the navigator. I was pretty 

much attuned to what the sun was doing anyway. So, we just kind of gradually watched it get 

lower and lower and all of a sudden, it disappeared. It didn’t just disappear and was gone. We 

actually had a period of a couple of months in spring and fall where we would actually have a 

sunset and sunrise at Little America. At the Pole, they only had one sunrise and one sunset, but 

we were 700 miles away, or so.  

BS:  You‟d see twilight. 

EH:  We’d have twilight. 

BS:  And nothing but twilight some days. 
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EH:  Some days, nothing but twilight. And when we got there, the sun just goes around. It would 

dip lower at night and higher in the day, but it was still up all the time. And then in about a two 

month period, it would set and after a very short night, it would be back. And then no night. 

Initially, it would just be twilight and that gradually got longer and longer and the day got shorter 

and shorter and over a period of a couple of months we went from all sunlight to no sunlight. 

But, even the period where there was no sunlight, for a while there, it was still twilight during 

part of the day and that, of course, got less and less as we got towards the middle of the night. 

BS:  Have you ever seen the green flash when you were at sea or any time? 

(350) 

EH:  I’m not sure that I remember that.  The aurora, of course, is . . .  

BS:  I mean from the sun. 

EH:  No, I’m not sure that I experienced that. It was pretty much normal kinds of sunset because 

there would be clouds and we’d have all the pinks and purples. 

BS:  You‟ve got to have a super sharp clear horizon. I‟ve seen it twice when I was at sea. The 

reason I asked is that Admiral Byrd and company had about a three minute green flash. It wasn‟t 

a flash at all because it was the day after sunset, and it came up and it was just low on the 

horizon and the men came running in and said, “Look at it. Come outside. The sky‟s all green.” 

And Byrd went out and looked and couldn‟t see it. All the guys were saying it was green. Green 

for three minutes and Byrd was the only one who didn‟t see it. He was really skeptical. He 

thought they were playing a joke on him, but it truly happened. 

EH:  I don’t recall that. 

BS:  And I‟ve asked everybody who‟s wintered at Little America because you can‟t see it at 

McMurdo. 
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EH:  You have the mountains all around.  

BS:  But here you‟ve got that flat horizon and that sea. There‟s a possibility of doing it again 

some day, but it hasn‟t done it since 1929 or something. I ask everybody that‟s been there. It 

would be fun to find out if somebody ever saw it again. It‟s only a couple of days and you can 

probably get it with the sunrise, too. But, this was that sunset in 1929.  

 For something to do during the winter, do you get involved with some other activity or 

routine? 

EH:  We put together a small band. I was the bass fiddle player. We made a bass fiddle out of a 

tub and string and a stick and we had a guitar player. And another player or two and we had a 

pretty good band there. We would entertain. We had lots of movies. No first run movies, but we 

had a lot of movies that were shown regularly. 

BS:  Did you run out of movies? 

EH:  I’m not sure we did. We had a lot of movies. I don’t know that any of them were all that 

great, but they were there. They were entertainment. 

BS:  Went to a movie every night . . .  

EH:  Whether you wanted to or not. And we would do skits. Somebody would put together a 

script and we would do the skits on various things during the winter time. So, that’s the sort of 

thing that we did.  

BS:  Go for hikes? 

EH:  We were out some. In Little America, there’s not much place to hike. One phenomena that 

you can observe is between Little America and the airfield, there was a depression which got 

deeper and deeper and that’s the process for pieces breaking off from the ice shelf. So, we would 

go and go down into the crevasse to sea level and walk on the sea ice. And that’s a ways down. 



 33 

At normal level it’s something between 100-150 feet above sea level, but where the depression 

goes, then you’ve got maybe 50-75 feet of crevasse down to the sea ice at the time we were 

there. So we’d climb down a rope ladder and go in the caves and take a look. Took a few pictures 

down there. They kind of turn out all blue, but we got those. I grew up in Tennessee and skiing is 

not a big activity there, so I never learned to ski. And I was going to learn to ski there. But, the 

skis that we had were kind of prehistoric, I guess. They were wooden skis that were more like 

wooden boards with a turned up end more than skis. They were more cross-country skis. The 

boots that were issued had a little groove on the back so you could pop a spring in there to keep 

them on. So, I would try that a little bit, but not a lot because I was not very proficient at it.  

BS:  Yeah, you‟ve got to grow up with it. Have any Norwegians there? 

EH:  Yeah.  

BS:  They could dance on them. 

EH: And Austrians. 

BS:  They can move and glide.  

EH:  Didn’t work that way for me. 

BS:  Well, I‟ve done cross-country skiing, but I never felt like I got as good as any of those kids 

that grew up with it. 

EH:  And if we had strong winds, you’d have blizzard conditions even though we didn’t have a 

lot of snowfall. Our annual snowfall was probably not more than a foot, but everything drifted 

over because occasionally we’d have strong winds and when we’d have strong winds, we had 

blowing snow that obliterated everything. And, in fact, a couple of the scientists got lost just 100 

yards from the base and they were out there for hours before they finally found their way back 

in. We didn’t lose anybody, but we came very close.  
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BS:  It happens. 

EH:  You couldn’t see. You had no sense of direction. And there were also situations different 

from that where you’d have been able to see if there had been an object there, or it would be 

overcast, but clear underneath the overcast. But, the lighting would be such that you couldn’t tell 

what was up or down. Just like you were in a ping-pong ball.  

BS:  Are you talking about at night? 

EH:  During the day time. That’s what we considered a white-out. Not necessarily blowing snow, 

but a situation where the light was such that we couldn’t determine direction. And you could 

walk along and step in a deep hole, which you could not see because there was no shadow.  

BS:  That‟s a true white-out. 

EH:  That’s a true white-out. And I experienced this when we were flying out on the resupply of 

a tractor train. All of a sudden we’d see a barrel that marked the mile post marker and there it 

was, this barrel suspended in space because it was not attached to anything. It was just there. If 

you saw someone walking towards you it was as though they were out in space. 

BS:  People don‟t understand that when we tell them about it. You have to be there. When I came 

back in the 80s to Antarctica, everybody was talking about white-outs with blowing snow and it 

was kind of interesting because I didn‟t see any in McMurdo then. I saw them a lot in the 60s, 

down there on the strip trying to land a helicopter and all of a sudden I„d have to pull up and get 

on the instruments. 

EH:  They issued us amber sunglasses for that situation because with the amber sunglasses, 

occasionally you could pick out some shadows and it made a lot of difference. 

BS:  We also had the single lens reflex where we just had a light slit through the . . EH:  We 

didn’t have those. 
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BS:  They finally had to give us single lens reflexes where the tops were dark and the bottoms 

were light because the single lens reflex which the Seabees all used, you couldn‟t read the 

instruments. Too dark. I had snow-blindness twice when I was down there. My eyes were hurting 

like the dickens and they had to ground me for a while.  

EH:  We had one helicopter during the summer. I don’t know if there was any during the winter 

or not. An HO4S. 

BS:  The sun came up what? Mid-August? 

EH:  Same process when it goes down. You had a long day and a short night and then you 

gradually had a short day and a long night. Then you had short days, long night and progressed 

to all sunlight a couple of months later.  

BS:  Did you go out and watch it come up? 

EH:  Sure. You bet.  

BS:  Did you find that you‟d missed it? 

EH:  Yeah. 

BS:  It was an emotional experience? 

(500) 

EH:  Yeah. You missed it and it’s an emotional experience. Maybe that goes along with the 

situation where you had what we called the Big Eye when I first got down there. You couldn’t 

sleep because it’s daylight all the time and you had the same sensation during the night, even 

though it was dark all the time. And then, of course, when the sun comes back up, that too was 

an emotional experience. But, we were out during the winter. When the wind would blow, 

everything would drift in, even the entrances to the camp. So, when the winds would subside, 

everybody, all hands from Captain Dickey on down, would be out someplace with a shovel, 
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clearing out the entry areas to camp so you can have normal access here and there. They kept the 

tractors running pretty much all winter. Just refuel and let them run, because if they shut them 

down and they’d cool off, they’d never get them started again. 

BS:  Too big to tow anywhere. 

EH:  And then as the spring comes and we’re getting ready to do some flying, they had tractors 

out on the runway or ski-way, as we called it, levelling it. They had kind of a land plane sort of 

arrangement that they towed and levelled the runway. Get the sastrugi off and that was 

interesting. When we first got down there, we had a storekeeper that said one day, we finally 

arrived some place in the world that there is no sign to how many miles it is to Reno and 

Harrell’s club. So, he got busy and I said, well why don’t you communicate that to Harrell’s club 

and he said he thought he would do that. So, I gave him the mileage from where we were to 

Reno and he wrote Harrell’s club a message or letter and they sent us a sign – a large billboard 

which we erected at the field – Kiel Field. And it was 8000 some odd miles to Reno and 

Harrell’s club. I think I have some pictures of that. 

(550) 

 It was a beautiful scene of tractors when they were doing the runway. It’s early in the 

season. We were still having some night periods and it’s cold, so you can see the exhaust plumes 

from the tractors, and it’s kind of an interesting sight.  

BS:  The sun‟s up. You‟re flying. What kind of flying did you do?Did you go to Byrd Station? 

EH:  Byrd Station. Pole.  

BS:  This was before anybody came back.  

EH:  I don’t know that we went to the Pole before anybody came back. But, I think we did go to 

Byrd Station before anybody came back. And then we started the resupply for the tractor train 
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fairly early on because it takes them a long time to make a trip, so we had to leave early enough 

for them to get there and get back with the tractors before the summer was over. So, that was an 

early mission of getting fuel out on the trail for the tractor train.  

BS:  The tractor train left pretty early in the season as I remember. 

EH:  Right. As soon as they could get cargo that was brought down by ship unloaded, they were 

on the way because they had tractors serviced and waiting, so they were ready as soon as they 

got their cargo load, away they went.  

BS:  You guys flew over to McMurdo before the ships came back? 

EH:  Yes.  

BS:  So, you met the guys at McMurdo and you had cargo to haul back and forth. 

EH:  Yeah, we had some things to move back and forth, so we were there quite a bit before the 

ships came in. 

BS:  I know what I needed to ask you – Jim Waldron. He‟s the ONC. How did he run his DET? 

EH:  Oh, in what respect? 

BS:  Was it loose? 

EH:  It was pretty informal. 

BS:  Pretty informal with enlisted? 

EH:  Yeah, probably because most of the enlisted there were flight crew and working with them 

every day, so you got to know them pretty well. And so, there was not a strong class distinction 

as far as officer and enlisted was concerned. 

BS:  Not like it is back in the fleet. 
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EH:  And obviously there were no separated clubs or anything like that. We had one club which 

was the mess hall and everybody went and everybody participated in whatever was going on 

because that was the only show in town. 

BS:  It‟s interesting. My best friends are from winter-overs.  

(End of Tape 1A) 

(Begin Tape 2A) 

(000) 

BS:  This is Tape 2 of the Earl Hillis interview on the 11
th

 of May, 2002, at Commander Hillis‟ 

home in Anacordes, Washington.  

EH:  From the squadron standpoint, from the VX-6 standpoint. Not a great deal. A lot of work by 

the Seabees, getting the runway smooth and all that was long before anybody came in.  

BS:  They got it all ready for you. 

EH:  They got it all ready for us and the next people and whatever. So, everything from that 

standpoint was pretty much done. It was just a matter of reinstalling the extra cots and those 

kinds of things to accommodate the crowds that were going to be coming, And then, of course, 

pick up for us in flight mission because there was something to go someplace just about any time 

the weather was good enough to fly. So, we didn’t have any periods during the summer where 

we were sitting around waiting for something to do. There was always something to do. 

Something that needed to be done. 

BS:  So, the sun came up, you got ready for the others. You mentioned Seabees. What did you 

think of the Seabees? How did you get along? 

EH:  Got along fine. 

BS:  Good workers, aren‟t they? 
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EH:  Good workers. Not a problem. I think the people in the camp where I was, I think 

everybody got along pretty well. We put together our own band, so I was kind of the unofficial 

morale welfare officer, I guess. But, we kept everybody in good spirits during the winter and it 

was kind of an interesting thing. We did things with . . . the dentist, for example. He was 

involved in some research with bacteria and some of the people who were there were southern 

people and we were lamenting the fact that we didn’t have any buttermilk for buttermilk 

cornbread and that sort of thing, so we took some whole powdered milk and we got some 

bacteria from the dentist’s project and cultured our own buttermilk. So, we had cornbread and 

buttermilk. 

BS:  Byrd had two cows down there. 

EH:  Is that right? 

BS:  Or three. 

EH:  We didn’t have a cow. No grass for them to eat. It was a busy time. Summertime especially. 

It was a very busy time. There was lots of things going on. Lots of things to do.  

BS:  After the sun came up. When did the guys from up North show up? About what time? 

EH:  Oh, probably October. 

BS:  October, they flew into Little America. 

EH:  All the flights, everything from outside the continent, came to McMurdo. And then from 

there, they would go different places. 

BS:  Did they take any R4Ds back through Christchurch. 

EH:  Not while I was there. 

BS:  Once they got them down there, they were there..  
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EH:  They were there. The ones that came in were there when I got there. They had already 

removed the extra fuel tank that allowed them enough range to get from Christchurch down. And 

so they were pretty much there. The only time that there was any consideration for moving them 

was back was during the winter time. In fact, it wasn’t dead winter, but after the period when 

people had left for the summer and before it was completely dark all day, they had an Otter crash 

at McMurdo and some serious injuries. 

BS:  This was after the winter. 

EH:  This was during the winter, after people had left in early ’57, before it was completely dark. 

The sun was going down. We had the sunsets every day. But, there were two or three serious 

injuries.  

(50) 

One was a burn injury – serious burn injury. And we discussed and gave serious consideration to 

flying those people back to Christchurch to the extent that we were going to take the airplane to 

McMurdo and reinstall the fuel tanks and get ready to move. We had talked to the people at 

McMurdo. They were all set up. They had the equipment, the tanks and all the fittings and 

everything available.  

BS:  Didn‟t have any flyers there? 

EH:  There were some pilots there, but I don’t think there were any R4s there. 

There were some Otters there. In fact, they talked about it enough that if we had gone, there were 

going to be two ships that would be stationed between the Ice and Christchurch that would assist 

us in navigation. I was to be the navigator, so I went through some preparation period of actually 

computing and locating stars and celestial bodies that would be available during that period of 

time and did some practice shots and computations. So, we were ready to do that and then I think 



 41 

the doctors decided that the people were stable enough that they would be OK where they were 

and the risks of making that flight were greater than the rewards. So, that was scratched. But, that 

would have been an interesting flightt. And we would have left from McMurdo, flown north 

along the coast until we got to the north end, past Cape Hallett. 

BS:  Could you have landed at Hallett? 

EH:  Hallett had an ice runway, and so they were going to clear that and have that available in 

case . . . we weren’t planning to land, but that would be an emergency site if we had a problem 

out of McMurdo, we would have Cape Hallett to land. 

BS:  So, that‟s an interesting incident on the Otter. And what‟s really interesting and revealing 

to me here is that the head flying unit was at Little America. 

(100) 

EH: And the Otter crash was probably avoidable. The Otter had . . .  the horizontal stabilizer was 

moveable and it had a fairly wide range of motion to accommodate loads anywhere in the aircraft 

from the bush pilot’s standpoint. And so, apparently the stabilizer was set to it’s maximum range 

so that as soon as the aircraft was airborne it went nose up and just right back into the runway. 

So, I’m not sure that the pilot had that much experience in the Otter, if any.  

BS:  The Otter crash was avoidable. I understand. Did you know Trigger Hawkes from Dufek‟s 

staff? 

EH:   I don’t think so. 

BS:  He was co-pilot going to the Pole.  

EH:  No. I think I may have met him, but the name doesn’t ring a bell. 

BS:  He was on the staff. He was an AEDO and he wasn‟t qualified to fly R4Ds. He‟d flown Byrd 

into Little America when he was a qualified pilot in Highjump. He was the first plane. So Dufek 
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wanted to give him the glory of actually flying it in and he wisely said, “Well, you‟ve got to have 

somebody who‟s current because I‟m not.” But, they took Cordiner out of the seat and made him 

take him as a passenger and Cordiner had gone through all the trouble of being a good co-pilot 

to a lot of people and flew all the way across the Pacific as co-pilot to Gus and he would have 

better sitting. And when you think of any crash on take-off at Pole, the action board would have 

turned up on that.  

EH:  That sort of thing was a kind of political crew kind of arrangement. 

BS:  Another incident of a crash . . . there was a P2V crash at McMurdo on the initial fly-in. 

EH: That happened before I got there.  

BS:  You were coming down on the ship. 

EH:  I was coming on the ship. I was in Christchurch and I met one of the crew that was injured 

on that that had been brought back to Christchurch on his way, ultimately, back to the States. He 

was in Christchurch for some period there I guess before that. But, I met him and talked to him 

and we got acquainted with some of the New Zealand people and we’d show up at the same 

parties and what not that were going on in Christchurch. So, that happened before I got there. 

BS:  You know Ed Ward? 

EH:  Ward rings a bell. 

BS:  He was the XO.  

EH:  Well, of course, I met the guys that were on the P2 before they left. I was in Quonset Point, 

then they left and then I went aboard ship and they were already down and crashed before I got 

to Christchurch. 

BS:  Ed flew in the R5 behind them. He was the XO. I just interviewed him. So, anyway, the 

winter‟s over. How long did you stay on the Ice? 
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EH:  ‘Til late November, early December of ’57. I was there, in fact the crew was there that was 

going to winter over and had taken over the aircraft and I was the last of the wintering over crew 

to leave Little America from VX-6. When I left, everyone else had already gone. I think we were 

set up so that Waldron and Agarn and I were going to take an Otter over, but then they still had 

some flights to go and I went with the R4 as the navigator with the new crew to check them out 

on the routes and what not and when I got back, they had already left. So, I was actually the last 

of the wintering over crew from VX-6 to leave Little America.  

BS:  Did you check out the crews to fly to Byrd station before you took off? 

EH:  I went with the new crews to show them where the tractor trail was. What it looked like.  

BS:  Navigation is more important than the flying. 

EH:  It really is. We went out one day and the weather was overcast. We didn’t have any sun. 

We didn’t have anything, so we missed our drop point and went back to Little America with our 

load because we made some search, but we still couldn’t pick it up on radar and so we just 

missed it somewhere.  

(150) 

BS:  Blew over in the winter? 

EH:  Well, it blew over in the winter, but the winds and what not probably pushed us in a 

different direction, so we were probably 20 miles away or so and we just didn’t pick it up.  

BS:  How‟d you get out?  

EH:  I went to McMurdo on an R4 with the group. There were lots of flights between Little 

America and McMurdo during the summer, moving cargo and personnel and so I guess they had 

a full load, but I kind of occupied a corner on the flight deck for the flight from Little America to 
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McMurdo. Then, I got off at McMurdo to get on a manifest as a passenger on a squadron R5D 

from McMurdo to Christchurch.  

BS:  And from there? 

EH:  We were in Christchurch a little while, but then we flew, again R5 across the Pacific to Fiji 

and Hawaii. 

BS:  Squadron  R5 or Air Force? 

EH:  I think squadron R5. 

BS:  But, you had orders at the end, by then. 

EH:  I had . . . no. I did not. I had leave papers, so when I got to San Francisco, my leave started 

at Alameda. And so I went across country on leave, actually, hitching rides on military flights. 

Doris lived near Corpus Christi. I went there, then I’m from Tennessee and all my folks were 

there, so I went on to Tennessee. 

BS:  Did you get engaged? 

EH:  No. That was later.  

BS:  Still courting. 

EH:  Yes.  

BS:  Then on to the squadron? 

EH:  On to the squadron, and shortly after I got to the squadron, I had orders to FASRON 102 in 

Norfolk. 

BS:  What‟s that? 

EH:  That’s a fleet air support squadron. And their primary mission was to support sea planes out 

of Breezy Point in Norfolk. They also had some S-2s that they used primarily for wing aviators 
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to get flight time in and they had a couple of Beechcraft and I was there. And then they had a 

special project called Project Magnet. 

BS:  Oh, you were on Magnet, huh? 

EH:  Which had a Constellation. 

BS:  Tell me about Magnet. 

EH:  R7V, actually. I was in the FASRON for a while and the captain said if you’d like to 

extend, we can get you on a crew with the Project Magnet and ultimately, that’s what happened.  

BS:  What‟s Project Magnet? 

EH:  Project Magnet is a scientific project  by, at that time, the Naval Oceanographic Office, 

which I guess is now NOAA, to map the earth’s magnetic field. And they had two airplanes. 

They had an R5D and a Constellation which was the R7V, I guess it was at that time.  

(200) 

Air Force called it a C-121, but the R5 and the Constellation, they had de-magnetized the rear of 

the aircraft and had installed a vector magnetometer which could measure intensity of the earth’s 

magnetic field, inclination and declination, and so basically, this was the source of information 

for navigational charts. And I was with that project for a tour. Three years, I think. 

BS:  Did you get up to the Arctic? 

EH:  Went to the Arctic. 

BS:  Where‟d you fly out of? 

EH:  With Project Magnet, I’m not sure that we ever spent very much time in the Arctic. We 

were up there, but not a lot. 

BS:  Near the magnetic pole? 

EH:  Not with Project Magnet. That came later. 



 46 

BS:  Did you go to the North Pole, then? 

EH:  Eventually, but not with Project Magnet.  

BS:  But, you did get up to the Arctic. 

EH:  Right. 

BS:  Just plotting long flight lines? 

EH:  The oceanographic office would lay out for Magnet tracks world wide and we would fly 

those and carry with us three or four civilians to operate the magnetic equipment. And the R5D 

had a little glider launcher under the wing that they could launch and it had a very high super 

density magnetometer in it. 

BS:  Did you do any of that kind of work in the Antarctic? 

EH:  No, I didn’t. Primarily in the Antarctic, it was just flight operations.  I was in what was 

called Project ASWEPS. Actually, there was a unit . . . at that time, Project Magnet became a 

part of later in Patuxent River and after a tour of shore duty in Fallon, Nevada, I went back to the 

special project in Paxtuxent River. The unit was called the Oceanographic Air Survey Unit and 

along with Project 90, it had a project that it called ASWEPS which was primarily the 

development of equipment to measure wave heights and surface water temperatures from the air. 

But, that aircraft was used for a lot of other kinds of things, so with that aircraft, I had quite a few 

hours in the Arctic. 

BS:  With the ASWEPS program. 

EH:  Right. We went to Thule, Greenland.  

BS:  ASWEPS measured the wave heights? 

EH:  ASWEPS is a anti-submarine warfare something. I’m not sure, but basically it was 

development . . .  
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BS:  Anti-submarine warfare weapons. 

EH:  Right. And primarily we did work with the wave heights and temperature measuring 

equipment. 

BS:  Classified? 

EH:  Well, some of it was classified. We went down to the Bahamas and we’d fly with the 

temperature thing and we’d fly in conjunction with  a . . .  

BS:  Submarine? 

EH:  Well, no, they would charter a boat and they would go out from shore and we would fly 

over them and measure at the same time. Then compare . . . And then Project Magnet was also a 

part of that so I was kind of cross trained in all the projects. I flew all of them. 

BS:  You learned the science. 

EH:  Learned the science. Mostly flight operations and planning for trips and that sort of thing.  

BS:  But you found that if you knew something about what the scientists were doing, you‟d do a 

better job.  

EH:  That’s true. 

BS:  Because they didn‟t know what  to tell you to do. And you‟d have to say, “Well, why don‟t 

we do this?” 

(250) 

EH:  We went to Thule and we did a lot of infra-red photography in that area and that was 

amazing because it could be the middle of the night and the next day when we’d see the pictures, 

they would be like bright sunlight. You could see the ice flows and the sea.  

BS:  Thin ice compared to thick ice and the leads. 

EH:  All those. We were based out of Thule for a little while.  
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BS:  Did you get over to Barrow? 

EH:  Not to Barrow, but we would go to Kodiak, Adak, and Ladd Air Force Base in Fairbanks, 

which is no longer open. 

BS:  What year was that? 

EH:  That was in 1959-60. Actually, that was before the shore duty, that part of it. Then I don’t 

remember what year . . . I think it was 1960, we flew ice reconnaisance for the Sargo, which is a 

nuclear sub that went under the ice in the Bering Straits to the Pole. Very interesting. We carried 

a glaciologist who made the observations as we flew along. We flew at about 1000 feet and 

again, in the R7V. 

BS:  Remember his name? 

EH:  No I don’t. 

BS:  Out of San Diego? 

EH:  I think so. 

BS:  That Arctic Research Lab there? 

EH:  I think so. 

BS:  Waldo Lyon? 

EH:  That may be, yeah. But, he was very good. I know on one particular occasion, they 

estimated that where the ice ridges come together, one will push down as the other stands up and 

he was estimating the depth of the ice at 90 feet and that’s where the sub hit it, at 90 feet. He was 

right on the money with his observations. And they were really right at the bottom because there 

was barely enough space for them. 

BS:  To go into the Bering Straits.  And you stayed overhead hile  they did  this? 

EH:  We would fly about every day. 
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BS:  You were flying out of where? 

EH:  Out of Kodiak. And give them a report and as they got closer to the Pole, then we would fly 

out of Ladd Air Force Base. And some of our flights would be very long, like we would leave 

Kodiak and fly maybe 20 hours back to Ladd. We’d go all the way to the Pole and back to Ladd. 

BS:  You should have gone out of Barrow. They were capable of handling you then. 

EH:  I don’t know why we didn’t. 

BS:  And you were flying what kind of planes? 

EH:  R7V.  

BS:  So, this was experimental submarine journey. And I‟m sure the guy came from the Arctic 

Submarine Lab at San Diego. Waldo Lyon. Waldo was the guy that made this all possible. It was 

his scientific work. You know where he started it? 

A submarine called Senate. He went on Operation Highjump to Antarctic and then he took 

another conventional submarine to the Chukchi Sea and showed that he could go under the ice.  

(300) 

EH:  The Sargo looked really bad after that trip. We saw pictures of it and it was beat up. They 

would surface if we couldn’t find a lead for them close enough. They would surface through thin 

ice, so the conning tower was really beat up when they got through.  

BS:  Now, was it dark? Was this mid-winter? 

EH:  No, this was winter, but it was day and night through the Straits, of course, or up to the 

Straits. Pole was dark. That far, at least, we had night and day and then it was winter time. 

BS:  So this would have to be after the winter.  

EH:  This was in January. It could have been February. 

BS:  But, the Bering Strait wasn‟t frozen over then, was it?  
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EH:  Yeah, it was frozen. Well, maybe it was a little later, in February-March time frame. The 

Straits were frozen. There was lots of ice. 

BS:  And this was quite an historic event. Basically, did they move or did they wait for you to 

show up? 

EH:  They moved continuously. And then we would give them a report daily after every flight. 

Let them know what’s ahead. We knew where they were and then we would map or observe the 

area that they were going into and then feed them back information on where the leads were 

located. How deep the ice was and if there were lots of ice ridges and that sort of thing. And of 

course, flying through the Straits, you could see the airfield where the Russian MIGS were based 

and they would come out and follow us around every day. They never got close, but occasionally 

the controllers would give us a pattern that we would have to have the classified documents in 

order to fly to identify who we were. 

BS:  Did they know the submarine was there? 

EH:  I don’t know what the Russians knew about it, but they followed us every day.  And then 

we flew . . . see the Russians had several research stations that were located on ice islands out 

there in the Arctic Ocean and we flew over a couple of those during that period. 

BS: Did you ever fly over T-3, our research station? 

EH:  Yes, we did. 

BS:  The guy that started it, Joe Fletcher, he‟s pushing 90. Did you ever fly to any of the Russian 

research stations? 

EH:  One of them, yes. 

BS:  You know which one it was? 
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EH:  No. I don’t remember the name, but it was on an ice island. It was located at that time 

northwest of the Bering Strait, entrance at the north there. North of Siberia.  

(350) 

BS:  They actually pioneered it. They were the first to do it in 1937, a guy named Kopanion.  He 

and Fletcher became real good buddies later on. And Kopanion just died. He was 98 or 

something like that. He wrote a book. But, they were the first. Not us. Then Fletcher knew about 

him. 

EH:  Of course, we had some stations there and then I know they were using an airplane to 

resupply the ice islands that was a twin engine that physically looked somewhat similar to the 

Hercules called a C-123. 

BS:  The Russians . . .  

EH:  No, WE were using that. I’m not sure what they were using.  

BS:  They had something like a big Otter. Great big. 

EH:  It was a large camp that we flew over. All lit up like Christmas. 

BS:  Runway?  

EH:  Yeah, they had a runway. 

BS:  They actually did an awful lot of good science. That‟s all been released to us. Fletcher and 

Somov who was the head of their program in the 60s, 70s, 80s became really good friends. They 

were both heavy into IGY in the Arctic where they had to open the stations to international 

research.  

     OK, I didn‟t know this. I just thought you were down in the Antarctic.  

EH:  Both poles, and . . .  

BS:  Flew over both poles. 
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EH:  Flew over both poles. Landed at one. And a lot of area around both North and South. 

Mostly at the South Pole, I was the navigator and mostly at the North Pole, I was a pilot.  

BS:  How far North did the Sargo go? Did they go up over the pole? 

EH:  They went all the way to the Pole. 

BS:  Did they come back through the Bering Straits? 

EH:  They came through the Atlantic side. 

BS:  So, they made a transit. Surface at the Pole? 

EH:  Yes. 

BS:  Were you over head when they did it? 

EH:  I was not.  

BS:  But, you did follow them. 

EH:  We did see them a couple of times when they were surfaced. 

BS:  How far did you take them to the North after the Bering Straits? 

EH:  All the way to the Pole. 

BS:  So, you did ice recon the whole way. 

EH:  All the way to the Pole, yes.  

BS:  How about south? 

EH:  We, of course, picked them up in the Bering Straits where the ice started and just worked 

them to the Pole and well, yeah, I guess we did some recon, but I think they got some 

reconnaisance . . .  

BS:  Did you take them down the Barrow Sea Canyon? You know where that was out of Barrow? 

EH:  No. I don’t. 

BS:  That‟s where they went. They had to. 
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EH:  The route they were going, I don’t recall what it was called. But, we knew what route they 

were going to take. 

BS:  In the Chukchi Sea, you‟ve got Alaska coming here where  actually  the sea ice, the keels 

will catch on the bottom and sometimes, they surprised us a couple of times when I was up there. 

They would rip big holes and polar and seals would come. 

EH:  All through the Arctic there would be open leads even in the dead of winter, the wind 

would blow the ice apart and there was some big sea there and a sub could come up there. 

(400) 

BS:  120 people on an ice station all ripped apart. You get a lot of people who want to come 

home and give up their research.  Well, that‟s neat. You were one of the first to go over both 

poles. That‟s for sure.  

 After this, what other projects did you have. Any more in the polar regions? 

EH:  No, just the one with the ice reconnaisance in the Arctic and some project Magnet in the 

Arctic. But, that was not primarily over the Pole. We were over Greenland. We did a very 

detailed study between Greenland and Norway in that area – magnetic surveys there. So, we had 

a lot of flights there.  

BS:  Did you fly north of Murmansk or anything like that? 

EH:  No. We went up to Murmansk. We flew from just north of Norway, down to the Shetland 

Islands, maybe. All in about a ten mile track space from Norway almost to Greenland. 

BS:  Russians were watching. 

EH:  Oh, they were watching. We were on the level. Again with the R7V. So, we got a lot of 

look at the age of the sea ice. You’d see local fishermen out in the middle someplace and 
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apparently, they’d made a catch and they were tied up to the ice and I guess they were getting to 

ice down their catch. 

BS:  There was also ice when the storms got bad. The Eskimos knew that on the other end. They 

would head for the ice when the weather got bad. They didn‟t want to be caught out there in the 

open water. 

EH:  No. It was like a series of sea walls there or breakers. It would all smooth down when you 

got inside of the ice.  

BS:  The ice would just dampen it all. So, this was all with the FASRON or . . .? This was the 

oceanographic air survey unit? 

(450) 

EH:  No, actually, that was a little later. I was at Norfolk first and then that group was transferred 

and made a part of . . .  ultimately Project Magnet left Norfolk and went to Patuxent River and 

was brought under the Oceanographic Air Survey Unit at that point which was supported by the 

Naval Air Station at Patuxent River. So, I  actually had two tours with Project Magnet. 

BS:  So, after your Arctic experience, did you go back? Any other tours? 

EH:  No. 

BS:  What happened after that? 

EH:  I had a shore duty tour in Fallon, Nevada, from 1960-63, then I was back with the 

Oceanographic Air Survey Unit from 1963-66. I was released from active duty in 1966. Stayed 

in the Reserves, first in Memphis. I went back to school and worked for a degree. I got a job in 

Oakland, California, so I transferred to Alameda Reserve Squadron there. And I was there for 

two or three years or so and bought a business here in Anacortes and then transferred to the 

Reserve Squadron here at Whitbey Island. 
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BS:  How long were you in the Reserves? 

EH:  Until 1975. So, I had about 9 years, from ’66-’75. About 11 years active duty, and then 

about 9 years Reserve. I retired at age 60. 

BS:  Sounds like you had a very significant Polar career. 

EH:  Yeah, I had a lot of time. A full year in the Antarctic or a little over a year. And then, in the 

Arctic, periods of much shorter duration, but over a period of some years, I was up there.  

BS:  When did you get married? 

EH:  1959. When I was stationed in Norfolk, after Antarctic, I was attached to FASRON at that 

time.  

BS:  Did you elect to leave the service? 

EH:  No, I was passed over. I had no operational experience and no degree, and so I felt if there 

were no billets for S2 pilots when I came out of flight training, I was kind of earmarked for no 

career at that point. 

BS:  Well, you probably weren‟t from the very beginning unless somebody changed it. 

EH:  But, special projects are not conducive to promotion and that, except for shore duty tour, 

that was 100 per cent of my Navy was special projects. 

BS:  That‟s all changed now. There‟s no really Reserves to speak of. You‟ve got reserves that 

have been active regulars that get out and become Reserves, but no Reserves on permanent duty 

like they did after World War II. I did. I went in and I was a Reserve and then I went Regular. 

But, you had a very signficant flying career. Very valuable flying career. 

EH:  I think probably from the standpoint of learning and being in adverse conditions and having 

to use your ingenuity to get things done, I probably had a far better career than people who go to 

an attack squadron or fighter squadron that’s been their career aboard a ship. 
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BS:  Or submarine warfare squadron. That‟s really boring.  I know because I was in one.  

EH:  Well, I was going to be.  If I’d been assigned to an S2 squadron, then my life would have 

been different. I would not have had the polar experience and that sort of thing. 

BS:  Well, I think we can end this here. It‟s been a good and significant interview. 

EH:  Thank you. 

(End of Interview) 

 


