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Program Title: Stories of the Gay Community at Ohio State Program

Description: Have I got a story for you! It's the story of the gay community at Ohio State; actually
it’s many stories. In fact, there is record of the gay community right here in Ohio that parallels the
activity and activism that has occurred in the gay community nationally. Heard of the Stonewall
Riots? Harvey Milk? The Human Rights Campaign? Whether you’re familiar with these or not, you’ll
want to hear how Ohio State stories connect to these events. Attendees will hear stories being told,
learn why it's important to tell those stories, and share your reaction to those stories with others.

These objectives will be met via the following:
15 minutes
an exercise that demonstrates the value of collecting hi(stories) wherein students group coins
according to type (pennies, nickels, dimes), and then type by year (pennies in order as in 1980, 1994,
2003). They they cross match the coins --- putting together all the coins from the same decade
(pennies, nickels, dimes group by the 1990s). Participants will be asked to imagine that each coin
represents a person, event, period in history of their choice, etc. They will then be asked to assign
people or moments in history to the various coins based upon the coin’s value. They’ll be asked, “Is a
person represented by a penny and a political event by a quarter? What if the person is actually
leading the political event—how does that affect we view that one person in history?” Students will
then take their coins, dump them into a large container with a lid and passing the container around,
shake the container. An individual coin has some worth, but all the change together amounts to
something of weight, something with resonance.
(I’ve done this activity a number of times this year, both in groups and with individual students. It’s
very flexible in terms of time needed, how the conversation develops, etc.)

Participants begin to see how an isolated event or individual person can be interpreted and
categorized in many ways. As such, an individual’s story can tell us about that person, his/her job,
family, the political climate of the time, etc.

Participants will then be asked to consider what kind of roles/identifiers make up who they are and
list them on an index card. The workshop leader will then do some story telling about the history of
the gay community at Ohio State. Students will then break into small groups.

30 minutes
Students will break into small groups for reading some of these stories. One member of each group
will receive a short story about something that happened in the gay community at Ohio State. Their
job will be to read it silently, and then re-tell the story in their own words. Full group discussion will
follow, connecting these stories to the broader, national history of the gay community and then close
the session. Stories will be provided by Our Stories: A developing record of sexual orientation,
gender identity and alliance at The Ohio State University.

Program Abstract: Have I got a story for you! It's the story of the gay community at Ohio State;
actually it’s many stories. In fact, there is record of the gay community right here in Ohio that
parallels the activity and activism that has occurred in the gay community nationally. Heard of the
Stonewall Riots? Harvey Milk? The Human Rights Campaign? Whether you’re familiar with these or



not, you’ll want to hear how Ohio State stories connect to these events. Come hear stories being told,
learn why it's important to tell those stories, and share your reaction to those stories with others.

Ideal Attendance: 25-30
Equipment Needs:
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