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At an institution as large as Ohio State, collecting the history of a community is no small
task. Leveraging expertise, partnerships, and collaboration is crucial to the development
and preservation of our history. The initiative through which this preservation is taking
place is “Our Stories: A Developing Record of Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation, and
Alliance at The Ohio State University.” The mission of Our Stories is to develop a record
of the LGBTQIA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender/Transexual, Queer/Questioning,
Intersex, Asexual/Allies) community at The Ohio State University for the purposes of
teaching, learning, research and leadership development.

The purpose of this proposal is to share with others the collaborations, challenges, and
logistics of developing a project of this size at Ohio State, as well as how to turn the
collection into a digital archive available via the internet.

Examples of collaboration both at the formal and informal level will be shared.
Informal will include discussion on leveraging small amounts of time, resource and
expertise as they're available from individual faculty, staff, students, and community
members, as well as making the most of informal referral. Formal will include
examples of departments sharing in budgetary, instructional, and archival activities
related to Our Stories.

A discussion of the challenges will include the following:

-no full time staff member dedicated to the project
-no official home for the project
-lots of community interest/goodwill; limited “hands-on” assistance
-IRB/Human Subjects Review process

A review of some of the logistics or how-tos of developing the collection, particularly
as how they relate to questions of historiography and context will also be addressed.
Ohio State’s model shares a progressive narrative within the context of the state’s
conservative rhetoric. Decision-making related to how organize the collection and
make it available will be addressed.
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