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Coming up at the Mershon Center 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009  

Williamson Murray  
"A Historian Looks at the Future Environment" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Williamson Murray is a Senior Fellow at the Institute of Defense Analyses.  He studies 
military and diplomatic history and is currently working on a project that investigates the 
ability of military institutions to adapt to the challenging conditions of combat. In 1977, 
Murray came to The Ohio State University as a military and diplomatic historian.  He received 
the Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award in 1987 and retired in 1995. He has taught at a 
number of other institutions, including the U.S. Military Academy, Air, Army, and Naval War 

Colleges, Marine Corps University, Yale University, London School of Economics, and the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum.  Murray's most recent book, The Iraq War, A Military History (Harvard University 
Press, 2003), was written with Major General Robert Scales Jr. Read more and register 

 

Friday, February 20, 2009  

U.S.-Muslim Engagement Project 
"Changing Course: A New Direction for U.S. Relations with the Muslim World" 
3:30 p.m., Saxbe Auditorium, Moritz College of Law, 55 W. 12th Ave. 
Co-sponsored by the Middle East Studies Center 
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Two years ago, a group of American leaders launched the U.S.-Muslim Engagement 
Project to find out how the United States can work to improve relations with key 
Muslim nations and communities. The group is now launching its report "Changing 
Course: A New Direction for U.S. Relations with the Muslim World," which examines 
U.S. relations with Muslims, obstacles to improving relations, and how these 
obstacles can be overcome.  Two members of this group will discuss the report: 

Thomas Dine, former executive director of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, a pro-Israel 
lobby group in the United States, and Dalia Mogahed, executive director of the Gallup Center for Muslim 
Studies, a non-partisan research center dedicated to providing data-driven analysis on the views of 
Muslim populations around the world. Read more and RSVP 

 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009  

Minoo Moallem 

"Political and Cultural Citizenship: The Making and Unmaking of the Nation in Iran" 
4:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 
Co-sponsored by OSU Women in Development 

Minoo Moallem is Professor of Gender and Women's Studies at University of Califorina-
Berkeley. She is author of Between Warrior Brother and Veiled Sister: Islamic 
Fundamentalism and the Cultural Politics of Patriarchy in Iran (University of California 
Press, 2005); co-editor (with Caren Kaplan and Norma Alarcon) of Between Woman and 
Nation. Nationalisms, Transnational Feminisms and The State (Duke University Press, 1999), 
and guest editor of a special issue of Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the 

Middle East on Iranian Immigrants, Exiles and Refugees. Moallem is currently working on a book on the 
commodification of the nation through circulation of such products as the Persian carpet; a research 
project on gender, media and religion; and a project on Iran-Iraq war movies and masculinity. Read more 
and register 

 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009  

Holger Nehring 

"A Peaceful Europe? European Exceptionalism in the 20th Century" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Holger Nehring is a Visiting Scholar at the Mershon Center who teaches contemporary 
European History at the University of Sheffield, United Kingdom. His research interests lie in 
the social, political and cultural history of post-World War II Western Europe, with a special 
emphasis on the social history of the Cold War in Britain and Germany since 1945, and in 
historical peace research. Nehring is author of Life against Death, a connective history of the 
British and West German protests against nuclear weapons in the 1950s and early 1960s, 

which will come out with Oxford University Press in 2009. He is currently working on a new project, 
entitled "The Last Battle of the Cold War: Peace Movements, German Politics and the End of the Cold 
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War." Read more and register 

 

Friday, March 6, 2009  

Jeffry Frieden 

"The Political Economy of Exchange Rate Regimes In Transition Economies" 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Jeffry Frieden is Stanfield Professor of International Peace at Harvard University. He 
specializes in the politics of international monetary and financial relations. Frieden's most 
recent book is Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century (W.W. Norton, 
2006). In this publication, he describes key economic and political events that shaped the 
global economy during the last century.  The New York Times Book Review described 
Frieden's work as "one of the most comprehensive histories of modern capitalism yet 

written." Frieden is also the author of Debt, Development, and Democracy: Modern Political Economy 
and Latin America, 1965-1985 (Princeton University Press, 1991), and Banking on the World: The Politics 
of American International Finance (Harper and Row, 1987). Read more and register 

Other events  

Wedneday, February 25, 2009 

David Roediger 

"How Race Survived U.S. History" 
3 p.m., Martin Luther King Lounge, Frank W. Hale Jr. Black Cultural Center, 153 W. 12th Ave. 

Sponsored by the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity 

From settlement and slavery to the Obama phenomenon, racial identity continues to shape 
American political debates, from the border of Mexico to the podium in Philadelphia. Join 
author David Roediger, Kendrick C. Babcock Professor of History at the University of Illinois, 
as he reconstructs the origins of race in America and confronts its future. This lecture is free 
and open to the public. The lecture will be followed by a book signing, with copies available 
for purchase, courtesy of The Wexner Center Store. 

 

Tuesday, March 3, 2009 

Rob Portman 

"Budget Challenges Facing the New Administration" 
4:30 p.m., Faculty Club Grand Lounge, 181 S. Oval Drive 
Sponsored by the John Glenn School of Public Affairs 

Former Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, United States Trade Representative, 
and Director of the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, Rob Portman will offer his 
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unique insight into the budgeting challenges the new administration will face. All events are free and 
open to the public, but seating is limited and reservations are required. For more information or to 
register, please visit http://glennschool.osu.edu/ or call 614-688-3206. 

East Asian Studies Center seeks postdoctoral fellow 

The East Asian Studies Center (EASC) at The Ohio State University invites applications for a postdoctoral 
researcher position for the 2009-2010 academic year. The stipend is $40,000 plus benefits.  

This year's focus will be on interdisciplinary approaches to policy issues in modern and contemporary 
China, Japan, or Korea. We are particularly interested in candidates who are engaged with issues in 
bilateral and/or multilateral Asian foreign policy; U.S.-East Asia relations as seen from an Asian point of 
view; the impact of the international and domestic NGO sector on national and/or local policymaking in 
East Asia; and/or East Asian policies relating to the environment, energy, urban planning, media, 
language, and the arts. Background in public policy or political science is a plus.  

Two courses will be taught in collaboration with the thriving Undergraduate International Studies 
Program, which offers majors in World Economy and Business, International Relations and Diplomacy, 
Security and Intelligence, Development Studies as well as in East Asian Studies. A third course can be 
offered in any appropriate department. All Ph.D. requirements must be fulfilled before Sept 1, 2009. 

Letter of interest, CV, teaching proposal for three courses (1,500 words total), research proposal (1,500 
words total), and three letters of reference should be sent to EASC Postdoctoral Researcher Position, 
East Asian Studies Center, The Ohio State University, 314 Oxley Hall, 1712 Neil Ave., Columbus, OH 
43210; fax: (614) 247-6454; e-mail: easc@osu.edu; website: http://easc.osu.edu. 

The deadline for the receipt of completed applications is March 6, 2009, with preliminary interviews 
taking place at the Association of Asian Studies Annual Meeting in Chicago, March 26-29, 2009. Ohio State 
is an AA/EOE employer. For more information, see http://easc.osu.edu/contents/postdocs.html.  

Ohio State web site highlights Mershon Center, Iraqi visit 

Each week, the New Media unit in University Communications highlights various teaching, research and 
service initiatives at Ohio State on the university's home page.  

Recently, this unit created a video about faculty expertise at the Mershon Center. The video 
features Mershon Center Director Richard Herrmann; Peter Mansoor, Raymond E. Mason Chair 
in Military History; and John Mueller, Woody Hayes Chair in National Security Studies. The 
object is to show the diversity of viewpoints and backgrounds the Mershon Center brings to 
the study of international security.  

The Ohio State home page is also featuring a slide show of photographs taken during last week's visit by 
three college presidents from Iraq. The presidents came to see how Ohio State is using technology, 
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observe teaching techniques, and study how the university is funded and led. They also established 
relationships that may lead to an exchange of students and scholars between Iraq and the United States. 

We hope you will take a few moments to view the video and slide show. Links can be found on the Ohio 
State home page at www.osu.edu. Transcripts are included.  

Mershon faculty in the news 

Stories about national security are never far from the front page, and faculty affiliated with the Mershon 
Center are often called upon to comment. Here are some excerpts from recent faculty appearances in 

the news media. 

Robert McMahon, Ralph D. Mershon Professor of History, was quoted in a story in Investor’s 
Business Daily about leadership during the Cold War by Dean Acheson, secretary of state 
under President Truman. McMahon, author of Dean Acheson and the Creation of an American 
World Order, said Acheson's background and experience as an attorney made him uniquely 
suited to handle challenges in U.S. history. Acheson believed "a world that is more open and 
transparent is ultimately going to be a world that's more prosperous and more peaceful, and 

that's ultimately going to serve American interests," McMahon said. 

Mitch Lerner, Associate Professor of History, was quoted in a Fox News story about the 
imprisonment of the crew of the U.S.S. Pueblo by North Korea in 1968. Last year, a U.S. 
District Court judge ordered North Korea to pay three crewmen — as well as the estate of 
former Cmdr. Lloyd Bucher — more than $65 million in damages for pain and suffering during 
their 11 months in captivity. "The story of the Pueblo is a story of 83 Americans who were 
sent out to do a job and they did it to the best of their ability," said Lerner, author of The 

Pueblo Incident. "And when things went haywire, they found they were pretty much out there on their 
own." 

The web site of the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University features a series 
of questions for the new administration from a wide range of experts. Recently it ran 
questions from John Mueller, Woody Hayes Chair of National Security Studies. Mueller, 
author of Overblown: How Politicians and the Terrorism Industry Inflate National Security 
Threats, and Why We Believe Them, wondered if Obama has considered the possibility that 
the al Qaeda threat has been overhyped. "Intelligence estimates ... suggest that al Qaeda 

central, holed up in Pakistan and/or Afghanistan, consists of less than 200 actual people," he said. "Does 
it make much sense anymore to consider efforts to deal with such people a 'war' or 
'struggle'?"  

Newsweek reporter Michael Isikoff quoted Peter Shane in a recent article about instructions 
from George W. Bush to former aide Karl Rove not to cooperate with any future 
congressional inquiries into alleged misconduct during his administration. Letters from two 
White House counsels said Bush would claim executive privilege even after he had left office. 
"To my knowledge, these [letters] are unprecedented," said Shane, author of Madison's 
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Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy. "I'm aware of no sitting president that 
has tried to give an insurance policy to a former employee in regard to post-administration testimony." 

Shane likened the letter to Rove as an attempt to give his former aide a "get-out-of-
contempt-free card." 

Peter Mansoor, Gen. Raymond E. Mason Chair in Military History, was quoted in a 
Washington Post commentary by Thomas Ricks on how long the war in Iraq may last. 
Mansoor, author of Baghdad at Sunrise: A Brigade Commander's War in Iraq, served as 
executive officer to Petraeus before joining Ohio State this year. "This is not a campaign that 
can be won in one or two years," Mansoor said. "The United States has got to be willing to 

underwrite this effort for many, many years to come. I can't put it in any brighter colors than that." 

Mershon faculty members, as well as Mershon speakers, also regularly appear on WOSU-AM's Open Line 
with Fred Andrle. Recent guests include Thomas Dine and Dalia Mogahed, Joseph Nye, and Daniel 
Hellinger.  

About Mershon Memo 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for International Security 
Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 
mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please e-mail mann.281@osu.edu. 
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