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Coming up at the Mershon Center 

Welcome to Winter Quarter! The Mershon Center for International Security Studies has a very busy 
calendar of events this term. Below are events coming up in January. Please check our February and 
March calendars for additional events and registration instructions. Hope to see you there! 

Thursday, January 15, 2009  

Jonathan Winkler  
"An Emerging Approach in International History: Information Technology, Strategy and Diplomacy" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Jonathan Winkler is an Assistant Professor of History at Wright State University in Dayton. 
The author of Nexus: Strategic Communications and American Security in World War I 
(Harvard University Press, 2008), he is a historian of U.S. diplomatic, military and naval 
history, and international affairs in the modern era. Winkler's current book project is an 
analysis of how the United States government coordinated commercial and military 
communications networks to meet transforming global strategic interests across the entire 

20th century. Read more and RSVP 

 

Friday, January 16, 2009  

Lt. Gen. Mohd Aminul Karim  
"Security in South Asia after the Mumbai Terror Attacks" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 
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Lt. Gen. Mohd Aminul Karim is a Visiting Scholar at the Mershon Center in January 2009. He 
is studying security issues in South Asia, including the roles of China and India in relation to 
national security in Bangladesh. Lt. Gen. Karim is Commandant at the National Defense 
College, a military institution in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  He also served as the Military Secretary 
to the President of Bangladesh, Iazuddin Ahmed.  During this presentation, Lt. Gen. Karim 
will speak about security in South Asia after the Mumbai terror attacks, covering counter-

terrorism, transnational crime, and geopolitics. Read more and RSVP 

 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009  

Thomas Christensen 

"Crafting a China Strategy: Some Recent Lessons for the New Administration" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Thomas J. Christensen is Professor of Politics and International Affairs and Director of the 
Princeton-Harvard China and the World Program at Princeton University.  From 2006 to 2008 
he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, with 
responsibility for China, Taiwan, and Mongolia.  Christensen's research and teaching focus on 
international security, international relations with East Asia, and China's foreign relations.  
He has published a book, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and 

Sino-American Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton, 1996), as well as many articles and book chapters. 
Christensen has consulted often for the U.S. Government and in 2002 was presented with a Distinguished 
Public Service Award by the United States Department of State. Read more and RSVP 

 

Friday, January 30, 2009  

Torben Iversen  
"A Political-Institutional Model of Real Exchange Rates, Competitiveness, and Division of Labor" 

3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Torben Iversen is Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of Political Economy in the Department 
of Government at Harvard University. His research and teaching interests include 
comparative political economy, electoral politics, and applied formal theory. He is the 
author of Capitalism, Democracy, and Welfare (Cambridge University Press, 2005), Contested 
Economic Institutions (Cambridge University Press, 1999), and co-editor of Unions, Employers 
and Central Bankers (Cambridge University Press, 2000). He is currently working on two 

book-length projects: one on the political representation of economic interests (with David Soskice), and 
another on the political economy of gender inequality (with Frances Rosenbluth). Read more and RSVP 

Glenn School to examine challenges for Obama 

Join the John Glenn School of Public Affairs this winter quarter as they present "Obstacles and 
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Opportunities: The Challenges Ahead for the Obama Administration." Three national experts will offer 
their insight on the role and responsibilities of the new executive branch. All events will take place at 
the Faculty Club Grand Lounge, 181 South Oval Drive on the campus of The Ohio State University. 

4 p.m., Tuesday, January 13, 2009 

Rob Portman 

"The Budget Challenges Facing the New Administration" 
Former Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, United States Trade Representative, and Director 
of the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, Rob Portman offers his unique perspective on the 
budgeting challenges that today’s economy poses. 

Deborah Jones Merritt BookMarks Lecture 
4:30 p.m., Monday, January 26, 2009 

Paul C. Light 
"A Government Ill Executed: The Decline of the Federal Service and How to Reverse It" 
Paul C. Light is NYU Wagner's Paulette Goddard Professor of Public Service, with expertise in 
bureaucracy, civil service, Congress, entitlement programs, the executive branch, government reform, 
nonprofit effectiveness, organizational change, and the political appointment process. 

Stanley Muroff Civil Liberties Forum 
4:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 17, 2009 

Clarence Page 

"Obama's Presidential Drama" 
Clarence Page, the 1989 Pulitzer Prize winner for Commentary, has been a columnist and a member of 
the Chicago Tribune's editorial board since July 1984. His column is syndicated nationally by Tribune 
Media Services in close to 200 papers.  Page is also a regular contributor of essays to The News Hour With 
Jim Lehrer and News and Notes with Ed Gordon on National Public Radio. He has hosted documentaries 
on the Public Broadcasting System and served as a regular panelist on national programs including ABC's 
This Week and BET's weekly Lead Story news panel program. 

RSVP: All events are free and open to the public, but seating is limited and reservations are 
required. For more information or to RSVP for these events, please visit 
http://www.glennschool.osu.edu/ or call (614) 688-3206. 

Mershon Center holds annual grant competition  

Each year the Mershon Center for International Security Studies holds a competition for Ohio State 
faculty and students to apply for grants to support research in international security.  

Grants may be used for a variety of purposes including travel, seminars, conferences, interviews, 
experiments, surveys, workshops, library cost, student assistants, and more.  

Applications must be for projects that relate to one or more of the Mershon Center's three areas of focus: 
the use of force and diplomacy; the ideas, identities and decisional processes that affect security; and 
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the institutions that manage violent conflict.  

Junior faculty and graduate students are especially encouraged to apply.  For more information, 
including application forms and instructions, please see the Grants section of the Mershon Center web 
site.  

The deadline is January 30, 2009.  

'Origins' examines costs in coalition warfare 

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to announce the publication 
of its January 2009 issue, featuring "With A Little Help From Our Friends?: The Costs of 
Coalition Warfare," by Patricia Weitsman. 

It has become a truism of American foreign policy that the United States should 
undertake military action in coalition with other nations. Under the administrations of 

both Bushes and Bill Clinton, American diplomats worked hard to broker military cooperation from other 
nations around the world. The benefits of such coalitions would seem obvious, but in this essay political 
scientist Patty Weitsman explores the costs of fighting in coalition, and comes to some startling 
conclusions. 

Origins is a publication from the Public History Initiative and eHistory in Ohio State University's History 
Department. In each feature article, an academic expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, 
cultural, or social -- in a larger, deeper historical context. Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, 
graphics, timelines, and other material to complement the essay. 

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is at 
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. 

Recent topics include North Korea in the nuclear age, the Georgian-Russian conflict, presidential 
elections in times of crisis, fishing and over-fishing in American waters, Olympic controversies, the 
mortgage crisis, and the 2008 Taiwan elections.  Next Month: "Kosovo's Year Zero: Between a Balkan Past 
and a European Future" by Edin Hajdarpasic and Emil Kerenji. 

About Mershon Memo 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for International Security 
Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 
mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please e-mail mann.281@osu.edu. 
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