
Immigrant: Yurii (George) Fedechko, ID #12.  
 
Interview dates: May 23, 2005   
 
Interviewers: Hania Essenhigh and Arkadia Melnyk 
 
 
Photos:  

1. Yurii’s employer in Austria with her son and 4 daughters, 1941 
2. Yurii Building a Roof (probably 1944) 
3. Group Photo – Men on the Steps of Church in Klagenfurt, Austria, 1946 
4. Yurii’s first Job in Columbus, 1951 – Mills Restaurant –  washing table 

cloths  
 
 
Documents 
 

1. Birth certificate from Krasiw (Czakriw) dated June 12, 1937  
2. Arbeitkarte dated March 7th 1941 (name misspelled) 
3. Certificate of residence (booklet containing 2 pages) dated September 

11th,1947. 
4. International Refugee  Organization Document issued February 26th, 1949 

and valid for 6 months. Documents contains 3 pages.  
5. Central Ukrainian Aid  Document attesting to Yurii Fedechko’s stay in 

Austria from June 1, 1945 to April 13th, 1950.  
6. Write up on Yurii  in the Greenfield-Mills Co-Ordinator (newsletter) in 1951 
 

 
 
Biography: 
 
1911 to 1941 
Yurii was born in Krasiv (Krasow) near Lviv in Galicia on February 6th , 1911 to 
Theodorus Fedechko and his wife Maria Poturaj.  He had one brother and three sisters. In 
the winter of 1941 he was captured by Soviet Partisans along with 160 men from his 
town who were in the Polish Army or had ties to the Polish Army to be retrained near the 
town of Mykolaiv. There he got into an altercation with the Commandant over religion 
and specifically over the existence of God. As a result his name was put on the list of 
people who were to be deported to Siberia or to the Kolyma Gulag. Yurii was warned of 
the deportation the day before by a corporal who had seen the list and who advised him to 
flee to the west. As a consequence of his flight, he ended up in Austria as an ‘ostarbeiter’, 
a conscript to the Nazi labor force.    
 
1941 to 1950 
From March 1941 Yurii worked for Franz Kellich in Maria Rain in the Klagenfurt district 
until the end of the war. He was issued arbeitkarte number 375/005038 dated March 1941 



and a certificate of residence (in English and in German) dated October 1945.  His salary 
was approximately 30 to 40 Marks a month for odd jobs, like tilling fields and building 
roofs. He supplemented that income with regular card games where he developed 
particular skills in a game called ‘Verbla’ that was akin to poker. In November 1947 he 
married Yulia Chomyk (Khomyk) whom he had met in Maria Rain.  
After their wedding, the pair lived in a Displaced Persons (DP) camp called St Martin in 
Villach still in the Klagenfurt district in Austria. At first the camp consisted of 
uninhabitable barracks but Yurii built a kitchen and put in a stove to make it livable. 
Subsequently, he was entrusted with the responsibility of directing the upgrade of the 
barracks for a wide number of refugees. On February 26th, 1949 he was given DP status 
with a Refugee Identity Card by the International Refugee Organization in Austria in the 
name of ‘Grigorj Fedeczko’ though the signature is ‘Georges Fedeczko’. He and Yulia 
were ready to emigrate and applied to the United States.  
 
By the time they got their immigration papers,  Yurii’s and Yulia’s savings amounted to 
two dollars. However, just before their departure they met a couple who were also 
accepted to the United Stated, the Yurkevich, who had no money but two children. Yurii 
shared half of his wealth with them.  
 
Yurii and Yulia left from the German port of Bremen.   They arrived in New Orleans in 
the United States on July 4th 1950, a rather symbolic and auspicious date. 
  
1950- 2006  
 
As the US was dismantling its Armed Forces after the war, there was no shortage of 
workers in 1950, particularly in New Orleans. Yurii could not find a job though Yulia 
worked as a housemaid in return for lodgings and food. Something had to be done. Yurii 
contacted friends from Klagenfurt who had emigrated to Columbus in Ohio and who had 
been successful in finding jobs, Vasyl and Anastasia Kopelciw. On their advice, Yurii 
and Yulia moved to Columbus in August. Shortly after the move Yurii found 
employment at the Mills Restaurant for $15.00 a week while Yulia again worked for 
bread and board. A few months into his job in 1951, to his great surprise and satisfaction, 
Yurii Fedechko was featured prominently in the Restaurant newsletter. 
 
The birth of two sons in 1952 and in 1954, served to anchor him more tightly to his 
adopted country and to his adopted city. He made a name for himself in the small 
Ukrainian Community in Columbus as much for his kindness as for his clear baritone and 
good fellowship.   
 
Yurii died surrounded by his children and grand children on February 14th 2006. He had 
found his place in the world.  
 

Activities in Columbus 
 
  
Member of Saint John Chrysostom Catholic Church 



 
Member of the Ukrainian Cultural Association of Central Ohio 
 
Participant of the yearly United Nations Festival in Columbus 
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