
~ u 4IDl£moriam
J)am£s1fi. ~fuauB£r (1913-2005)

Dr. James L. Swauger, author of Petro-
glyphs of Ohio and many other archaeo-
logical works, died Sunday, December
18, 2005, at the age of 92 years. Born
November 1, 1913, at West Newton,
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
Swauger graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1941 with a B.S. in zoology.
He later studied surveying and mapping
at Carnegie Institute, as well as history at
the University of Pittsburgh, receiving an
M. Litt. in 1947. Waynesburg College
awarded him an honorary D. Sc. in 1957.

Dr. Swauger's association with
Carnegie Museum of Natural History
began in 1935 as a lab assistant in
Archaeology and Ethnology. After
wartime service in the U.S. Army (1942-
1946), he returned to Carnegie Museum,
eventually becoming Curator of Archae-
ology and Ethnology (1949-50) and the
Division of Man (1951-1963), still later
Assistant Director of the Museum (1955-
1964), Associate Director (1965-1975),
Senior Scientist (1976-1981) and finally
Curator Emeritus in 1981.

Early field work in archaeology
included excavation in Nebraska (1948)
and what is now South Yemen (1951).
The 1950s saw his excavation at Fort Pitt
and Fort Duquesne, as well as Historic
graves near Fort Necessity. During this
period Swauger played a critical role in
establishing the Upper Ohio Valley
Archaeology Survey and also began his
work with Upper Ohio Valley petroglyph
sites.

From 1940 to 1996 Swauger com-
pleted nearly 300 publications in anthro-
pology and museology, conducting
research a good 15 years beyond his
retirement. A 19-volume set of his notes
on petroglyphs was donated to the UCLA
Rock Art Archive in 1979, and he will be
best remembered for his methodical
study and conservative interpretation of
petroglyphs throughout the eastern
United States.

I had the privilege and pleasure of
accompanying Dr. Swauger and his lovely
wife, Helen, on several field trips in con-
junction with his research on Ohio petro-
glyphs. In addition to his marked sense of
humor, I will always particularly remember
his climb up the steep valley wall of Rac-
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coon Creek to look at the Tycoon Lake
petrogylph, at the age of 70, teetering a
little at the top but considerably less out
of breath than his lagging, younger asso-
ciates and clearly a bit amused.
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Photos: Dr. Swauger making a latex mold
at the Barnesville Track Rocks, Belmont
Co., Ohio, and taking notes at the Crow
Hollow petroglyph site, Grayson Co., Ken-
tucky. (Kentucky photo by Fred E. Coy, Jr.)
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