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DOB: Today is the 21st of January, 1999.  I'm Dian Belanger speaking with Mike 

Baronick about his experiences in Operation Deep Freeze in the 1950s. 
 

Good morning, Mike, and thank you for talking with me. 
 
MB: Good morning. 
 
DOB: Tell me first just a little bit about your background: where you grew up, where you 

went to school, what you decided to do with your life.  I'm especially interested in 
anything that might suggest you'd end up in Antarctica. 

 
MB: I was born and raised on the Lower East Side of New York City, in not too fine a 

neighborhood, you know.  And when I became seventeen, I joined the Navy, and 
I boarded the battleship Texas.  Spent four years on the Texas, then I got 
transferred to new construction which was the USS Guam in the Pacific.  But 
Texas, we also had combat in the Atlantic. 

 
DOB: When was this? 
 
MB: Forty-one, '42.  We had invaded Morocco in 1942, and then all of a sudden I was 

going west with the Guam, all the islands and the Okinawa invasion and so forth.  
And finally the war was over, and I participated in a series of aircraft carriers.  Then 
I finally got shore duty in NAS New York in Brooklyn, and that's when the dispatch 
came about volunteers for the Antarctic.  So I submitted and I was picked.  That's 
how I got to Antarctica. 

 
DOB: And why did you volunteer? 
 
MB: Adventurous, I guess.  I heard of Admiral Byrd and all that, and I said, "Hey, I'd like 

to be with the old Byrd."  [Chuckles] 
 
DOB: How old were you then? 
 
MB: I was about thirty. 
 
DOB: Did you know anything about the Antarctic before you went there? 
 
MB: Nothing.  When we got there it was just a piece of ice and that was it.  Nothing was 

there when we got there. 
 
DOB: I'm going to ask you about that.  Where did your Antarctic adventure begin? 
MB: McMurdo Sound. 
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DOB: Well, before that.  Did you start at Davisville, or where did you begin? 
 
MB: Patuxent River, Maryland.  That's where the VX-6 squadron was forming. 
 
DOB: Yes, yes.  That's right.  And what did you do there to prepare for the ice? 
 
MB: Everything.  I volunteered to winter over and did everything else there.  Worked on 

ordnance equipment on the planes, like the JATO equipment and what not. 
 
DOB: So you were assigned to prepare JATO and . . . . 
 
MB: I was the ordnance man so that came under my heading, JATO, see.  I was the 

senior aviation man that's going to winter in there.  I didn't know who my men were 
going to be, period, so when we got down there, that's the men I had.  I only had 
about eight men, that's all.  They were all good boys. 

 
DOB: Okay.  Tell me about your trip to the Antarctic. 
 
MB: The flight left Patuxent River, Maryland.  I went there on a transport. 
 
DOB: What kind of plane? 
 
MB: I guess it wasΧthat was to New Zealand, and from there I became a crew member 

on that R5D that made the first flight to Antarctica. 
 
DOB: Tell me about it. 
 
MB: We did everything there.  We bought all the food we could from a grocery store, 

we knew we were going to be there a while, and just said good luck to each other, 
let's go, and we went.  Eight planes were supposed to leave; four made it and four 
had to turn back.  They couldn't make it. 

 
DOB: Why couldn't they make it? 
 
MB: They didn't have the sufficient amount of fuel, I believe.  And it was just two P2Vs 

and two R5Ds made it, that's all. 
 
DOB: How long did it take? 
 
MB: A good twelve hours. 
 
DOB: Were there any problems on the flight? 
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MB: None.  The only problem we had on the flight there, I've got to say, a New Zealand 

warrant officer gave us a case of home brew beer, and we got up to twelve 
thousand feet and it started popping all over the plane.  What a stink it made. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
MB: That was our only problem. 
 
DOB: So the weather was good andΧ 
 
MB: The weather was very good making that flight in there.  And the scenery was 

beautiful.  Oh, gee. 
 
DOB: Tell me what you saw. 
 
MB: Saw mountains, plateau, McMurdo Sound, pancake ice, everything.  And finally we 

hit into McMurdo, made the landing, we said, "Okay, this is it.  Brace up, boys."  
And we made the landΧit was successful. 

 
DOB: So the ice was thick enough and the ice runway worked. 
 
MB: We had to move the planes periodically because of the wheels, you know, the 

pressure of the weight of the plane, so we had to move it from one spot to another 
all the time. 

 
DOB: How often? 
 
MB: Oh, about twice a day. 
 
DOB: Really.  All summer? 
 
MB: No, not all summer, no.  During flight operations.  But we had the runway; we knew 

how thick it wasΧenough to be safe.  But I had to go out and check that ice. 
 
DOB: Tell me about that. 
 
MB: Well, Commander Canham says, "I need a detail of men to go on night ice 

reconnaissance."  This was during the total darkness.  I got selected.  [Chuckles]  
So we had the Weasels, sleeping bags, just in case somebody fell in, throw them 
in a sleeping bag and rush back to camp.  The camp had a big beacon light shining 
upwards to let us know where the camp was.  And you crawl on your belly and 
you're harnessed with all the other men, and you drill a hole and measure it and 
see how thick it got.  Then you go up to the next one and measure another hole, 
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how thick it got, then you went back the next week and you repeated it and you 
recorded all the thickness. 

 
DOB: How thin did it get? 
 
MB: It went down as far as an inch. 
 
DOB: With you on your belly?  I trust you didn't stay there very long. 
 
MB: No.  If anything cracked, the guys would pull me right in, you know. 
 
DOB: Well, let's go back to that first flight.  Who was the pilot on that plane? 
 
MB: Commander Jorda. 
 
DOB: Hank Jorda? 
 
MB: Hank Jorda.  The copilot was Donovan.  The navigator was Swadener. 
 
DOB: And your position was? 
 
MB: I was the crew with Pete Kosar, and Gale was the radioman.  That was it. 
 
DOB: So what was your responsibility while you were on that flight? 
 
MB: I did everything.  Worked on the engines, refueledΧoh, while on the flight? 
 
DOB: Yes. 
 
MB: Made coffee, cooked.  [Chuckles] 
 
DOB: Oh.  You made the meals. 
 
MB: Oh, we all did, everybody.  You hungry?  Sure, go ahead.  We had this stove there, 

a beautiful stove, and all the coffee you wanted. 
 
DOB: So what was your first responsibility once you got to Antarctica, and when would 

that have been? 
 
MB: Well, the wintering over period, I believe, would start in January. 
 
DOB: But you would've arrived in December of '55? 
 
MB: The 20th of December we arrived. 
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DOB: Okay.  And so what was the first thing that you had to do, that you were responsible 

for? 
 
MB: Just like everybody else, hope that we were going to get somewhere with it.  Then 

we saw that there were Seabees.  They finally got there somehow, I guess from 
the icebreaker.  There was a handful of Seabees at McMurdo Sound, right at 
Scott's hut, and that's where I went after Commander Jorda says, "Mike, you're 
going to have to be the winter-over man, so you're going to have to go into camp." 
 And that's where I stayed with the Seabees.  We had a little tent right next to 
Scott's hut, and that's where I stayed. 

 
DOB: What were they doing there? 
 
MB: Ready to get the equipment so they could start construction at the base. 
 
DOB: And did you help with the construction as well? 
 
MB: Put up twenty-eight buildings. 
 
DOB: How fast? 
 
MB: As fast as we could get it.  Blizzards were coming and everything, oh jeez.  The first 

thing we did was build a mess hall, and then the officers' quarters, chiefs' quarters, 
men's quarters, and then our sick bay.  Things like that, you know, took in rotation 
one at a time.  I wish I had the pictures here.  My son took all the albums.  There's 
one where it's that thick.  My golly. 

 
DOB: How long would it take to put up a building? 
 
MB: We'd put up a building in about two days.  They were easy to put together.  They 

just came likeΧput up the plates, chunk-chunk, put it right in there, get the next one. 
 These clips, they go right in there, you know, and then the roof.  Then anchor it 
down, make sure the wind ain't going to blow it away. 

 
DOB: Was there a lot of wind? 
 
MB: Oh, I witnessed about over a hundred miles an hour down there. 
 
DOB: Really. 
 
MB: That was done after we got all the buildings up, we put up the hangar where we 

stored our helicopter for the winter.  We put it in there, and then we had the aviation 
workshop, and that's what we operated out of mostly, all the aviation people. 
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DOB: How many were there? 
 
MB: Let's see . . . I had Coppola, Justice, Rooney, Fritz Selman, that's four.  Four 

mechanics, one storekeeper, Streit, and we had one warrant officer and two pilots. 
 
DOB: Who were the pilots? 
 
MB: Lieutenant Commander Nash and Lieutenant Eichhorn.  And the warrant officer 

was Bud Fisher. 
 
DOB: Now the P2Vs and R5Ds returned to New Zealand on the 18th of January, so they 

were there less than a month which doesn't seem too long.  Why did they depart 
so quickly? 

 
MB: You got me.  I know I was left there.  We made those exploratory flights. 
 
DOB: Tell me about that. 
 
MB: We discovered mountain ranges.  I'm supposed to have one named after me, but 

I've never seen it.  [Chuckles]  I think somebody grabbed it ahead of me, from 
Washington I guess.  They said, "This is your mountain range," and I've never seen 
it on a map.  And then we had the real flight, which was very dangerous.  It's the 
flight to Pole of Inaccessibility. 

 
DOB: Tell me. 
 
MB: It's the center of the continent, and we were flying with no oxygen.  We needed 

oxygen, but the pilots had that.  And the ice was so thick, we were flying at fifteen, 
sixteen, seventeen thousand feet, and the ice was right underneath us on the 
plateau. 

 
DOB: Did you land at the Pole of Inaccessibility? 
 
MB: No, thank goodness.  If we ever crashed, we had it.  We'd be permanent fixtures 

there. 
 
DOB: Did you worry about it a lot? 
 
MB: No, not necessarily, because they were taking pictures of it.  Every other sweep of 

radar they took a picture.  And as we flew, the next sweep, the next sweep, and 
then when it was all over, they had a picture of the entire flight what was 
underneath them.  And that was a pretty sensible little thing they did down there.  
We knew everything that was in the Antarctic to the center of the continent. 
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DOB: What was under there?  It's pretty much a plateau, isn't it? 
 
MB: Ice. 
 
DOB: Are there a lot of mountains or anything, or is it just an ice plateau? 
 
MB: No.  See, Antarctica is a bowl, and it's surrounded by mountains.  That's what it is. 

 And the glaciers, just depositing ice, all that stuff.   
 
DOB: It must be very impressive to see from the air. 
 
MB: Oh, beautiful, believe me.  They named it right, The Silent Continent. 
 
DOB: Where else were you on flights over the ice?  You said on January 8th you flew 

withΧ 
 
MB: Admiral Byrd.  He was on that plane with us. 
 
DOB: Tell me about that flight. 
 
MB: Like I say, I'm a crew member, so he said he'd like to have a cup of tea.  I said, 

"Okay, Admiral, I'll make you the tea."  So naturally you get the hot water, put the 
tea bag in there, sugar.  "It's too strong."  "Okay, I'll make another one."  So I dip it 
only once or twice.  "Still too strong."  So I said to myself, "I don't know."  So I get 
the hot water again, I get the tea bag, he takes it, one dip. 

 
Then we stood there side by side as we were circling the Pole, and he says, "I was 
here in 1846."  [Chuckles]  I looked at him, you know, "I know you meant 1946."  
And after the flight was over, he thanked us and shook everybody's hand, and he 
sent us a commendationΧeach man. 

 
DOB: How long did that flight take to go from McMurdo to the Pole? 
 
MB: Oh, I'm only guessing.  It's been what . . . that's forty-two years ago.  Oh my.  

Forty-three years ago.  Well, I'd say it would've took us about maybeΧgoing up the 
Beardmore Glacier . . . that's a hundred twenty miles up the Beardmore Glacier, 
then about three hundred.  I'd say it took about ten hours, and then back ten hours. 

 
DOB: What was the purpose of that flight? 
 
MB: The Admiral.  [Chuckles]  He wanted to see the Pole. 
 
DOB: And if he wanted to go, that was reason enough.  Yes? 
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MB: He was the man in charge. 
 
DOB: Okay.  What did you think of Byrd? 
 
MB: When I first met Admiral Byrd, I was in McMurdo at the time.  Him and Admiral 

Dufek were together, and they were looking for the senior aviation enlisted man, 
which was me.  They said, "Get in the Weasel."  There I am sitting between two 
admirals.  And they said, "Where are you going to park these planes when they 
come in on the next year's operation?"  I said, "Right up alongside the edge over 
here, because right now the man from Chicago Ironworks already put two tanks up, 
welded two tanks up there for fuel, and the YOG and the Nespelen already were 
moored, and then pumping their fuel into it."  So I said, "Well, I'll get a hose to come 
down to these bags on the ice there, and it'd be gravity feed."  And they went, "Yes, 
yes."  And I said, "That's the way we'll operate right from here.  When planes come 
in, they park them, we unload them or load them, whatever, gas them, maintain on 
them, that's it."  "Good."  I mean they were all for it, and that's how it went a long 
time until they just started making runways on the plateau like now. 

 
DOB: So what did you think of these two guysΧByrd and Dufek? 
 
MB: I think they were very outstanding individuals.  I'll never forget one time it was a 

cold day, I was on the lineΧthis was about Deep Freeze III or IV, something like 
thatΧall of a sudden I get a call down there that says, "The admiral wants you at 
flag."  I jump in a Weasel and run up there.  "Yes, Admiral?"  He says, "Behind the 
lockup."  [Chuckles]  "Make your pick.  Bourbon."  He says, "You need a good stiff 
drink."  He says, "Make mine.  I drink bourbon," he said.  So I had to drink with the 
admiral there. 

 
DOB: This was Dufek orΧ 
 
MB: Dufek.  He wanted to know how things were going on the line, you know, morale 

of the men.  I told him, "I haven't got a dud down there, Admiral.  Every kid works 
his butt off, believe me.  And I'm proud to have them."  And that's it. 

 
And then there was another incident I saw with Admiral Dufek.  They were 
breaking the mooring up, those twoΧthe Nespelen and the YOGΧand they buried 
the doggone anchor on land.  And it took a lot of manpower to bring that up.  There 
was about five officers standing up there, and here it is the admiral's helping.  He 
says, "You!  Come here!  Get on that line."  [Laughs] 

 
And then in the chow line one time, he stands in line with the men, and all of a 
sudden some ensign goes right in front.  The Seabee says, "Hey!  Get in the back 
of the line!"  He says, "Rank has its privilege."  And the admiral walked up to him 
and he says, "Get to the back of the lineΧtwo stars." 
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[Laughter] 
MB: I saw that, I cracked up. 
 
DOB: Okay.  You were the line chief at McMurdo.  What does that mean? 
 
MB: I was in charge of all the operations on the line. 
 
DOB: What line? 
 
MB: Where all the aircraft are.  The fuel, arrivals, departures, maintenance, preheating, 

because you had to preheat the engines.  You had to get them to a certain 
temperature before they start them.  We had these preheaters called Herman 
Nelsons. 

 
DOB: How did you do that? 
 
MB: Well, just hook it up to the engine with flexible ducts, and hot air goes in, about four 

hundred degrees.  It starts up there and it gives a certain amount of temperature, 
and they had to start them up.  That's it. 

 
DOB: How long would it take to preheat an engine? 
 
MB: Oh, about twenty minutes, fifteen, twenty minutes.  But the funny part of it, when 

the Russians flew in thereΧnow like I say I'm the line chiefΧI got very friendly with 
the Russian plane captain.  He looked like Harpo Marx.  Him and I understood 
each other.  I've got some Russian background.  My parents are Russian.  He 
understood me and I understood him. 

 
DOB: Do you speak Russian? 
 
MB: I did at that time, but I've forgotten a lot of it, believe me.  And we got along great. 

 He said, "Nobody's allowed on the airplane but you."  Many, many people tried to 
get on that plane; he wouldn't let them on.  They don't preheat. 

 
DOB: How did they get by without doing it? 
 
MB: They just cranked up the engines and take off. 
 
DOB: How did they get by with it when the Americans felt it was necessary? 
 
MB: That's the way the Americans are.  They preheat; play safe. 
 
DOB: Did the Russians have any problems? 
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MB: None. 
DOB: When did Russians come to McMurdo? 
 
MB: That was in Deep Freeze IV, I believe. 
 
DOB: Was it at McMurdo? 
 
MB: Yes. 
 
DOB: Okay.  Back in Deep Freeze I, there were eight planes supposed to come from 

New Zealand and four turned back and they never came.  Is that right? 
 
MB: No, they never did.  They were two UFs . . . and what the heck was the other one? 
 
DOB: R4D? 
 
MB: Yes.  They couldn't make it.  The R4s and the UFs couldn't make it. 
 
DOB: But then there were some Otters and helicopters that came by ship? 
 
MB: By ship. 
 
DOB: And were they all at McMurdo or were some of them at Little America? 
 
MB: Little America had an R4D, and they had helicopters.  Little America 5 and 

McMurdo, we both had aircraftΧhelicopters and R4sΧbut McMurdo had the R5Ds, 
P2Vs, R4s, and choppers. 

 
DOB: But they wouldn't have had R4s in the first year. 
 
MB: No.  See, the R4s came on the second year.  They put ox tanks in them, I believe, 

so they had longer range. 
 
DOB: It must be cold working on an airplane. 
 
MB: Outside, yes. 
 
DOB: Did you have any protection? 
 
MB: You get acclimated.  Actually you do.  Believe me.  You go out there with just your 

light jacket on and everything.  When I came home from wintering in, Eisenhower 
gave us thirty days basket leave and seventeen days travel time.  Heck, I was just 
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walking all over the place with nothing on practically.  Gee.  It was January, too, 
when I got home. 

 
DOB: Toughened up. 
 
MB: And my blood was still thick. 
 
DOB: Did you find that when you were working on all these planes on the ice that you had 

what you needed?  That the planners had remembered to send down the tools and 
the spare parts and everything that you needed? 

 
MB: Oh yes.  You had like all the tools you needed, yes.  In fact, well you see, Admiral 

Byrd's brother, Senator Byrd, he was chairman of the Armed Services 
Appropriation Committee.  Anything we wanted, we got. 

 
DOB: So you weren't wanting for anything. 
 
MB: No.  They said we had plenty of clothing.  Forget it.  We were stitching our own 

clothes while we were wintering in there.  Honest, we were.  Guys were taping 
tears in their trousers and everything.  How we ever made it, I don't know. 

 
DOB: Did you have sewing machines? 
 
MB: No.  Maybe the parachute rigger did, yes.  GR the PR (name unknown)Χhe was 

a VX-6 man, too.  From what I hear he inherited money; he didn't care anymore.  
So he took these CO2 bottles and made people drinks. 

 
DOB: Well now in the winter, there wouldn't have been planes to have to service or deal 

withΧ 
 
MB: No, we were isolated from the world and there was very, very little outside work 

being done. 
 
DOB: Tell me about the winter of 1956, your first winter over. 
 
MB: Like I say, we were putting up the aviation shack and the hangar, and we built a big 

dome so we could shoot the helicopter in there right adjacent to it.  The Seabees 
said, "This guy is nuts who's ever thought of this up," but it worked. 

 
DOB: Was it your idea? 
 
MB: No, it wasn't my idea.  It was Lieutenant Commander Nash's idea, and it worked.  

Then when the daylight came, took it out, went onto one of the icebreakers, a 
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hundred five knots of wind just flipped it next to the icebreaker.  We just uprighted 
it, taped the doggone damage, flew the damn thing back.  [Chuckles]  Fixed it up.  

 
DOB: But you must've had a lot of repair work to do. 
MB: We had toΧthe P2V crash was something. 
 
DOB: Tell me about that. 
 
MB: Like I say, I was on the line. 
 
DOB: That would've been in December . . . no.  That would've been in October of '56. 
 
MB: Right.  When the Deep Freeze II personnel were coming in.  And the P2V, he 

made a right bank, but his wingtip caught the ice; he cartwheeled.  And a kid says, 
"Mike, the plane just crashed."  I took a look, holy mackerel, I jumped in a Weasel, 
two guys went with me, we double-clutched it out there. 

 
I got there and saw the pilot, Lieutenant Carey, was still in the seat thrown clear of 
the airplane with a smile on his face.  And then I saw the plane captain standing 
between where the pilot and the copilot would've beenΧMarz.  The copilot had a 
tube right through his butt cheek.  But he survived. 

 
And then we'd see Curly AlsupΧI knew him very wellΧhe was walking nowhere in 
a daze.  I had to go grab him, and then Doc Taylor came over.  I said, "Doc, they 
don't look good over there."  He says forget looking for the Marine, Hudman was 
his name.  Finally I seen someone so I started to lift something.  So I said, "Gee 
whiz, I can't lift this."  I say, "Fellas, come on!  Give me a hand!  Lift this!"  And when 
we lifted it up, there was Hudman.  We got him out but he was deceasedΧexpired. 

 
We put him on a sled and took them all into camp, and then the doctor worked on 
them.  Taped them up and did something with them.  And they put them in the 
doggone tent and left them there until they could get them out of there.  That was 
it. 

 
DOB: So how many people were on that plane? 
 
MB: There was the radioman, he survived, Kelly also survived, and the copilot survived. 

 I'd say six, six or seven.  That's about it. 
 
DOB: It must've been a bad beginning for the new season. 
 
MB: The other planes that were coming in and didn't know aboutΧthey didn't know that 

that plane crashed. 
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DOB: I spoke yesterday morning with Ed Ward, who was piloting the plane that landed 

a few minutes later.  That plane made it okay. 
 
MB: Oh yes.  They all came in all right, but then they saw what was laying out there.  

What a mess.  Jeez.  See, he didn't hit the runway at all because he banked to the 
right, that's when his wingtip caught the ice.  The runway's still in operation.  And 
we took the tail of that plane and put it at the end of the runway just to remind these 
other pilots, see what happens?  Don't be hotshots. 

 
DOB: Was that accident avoidable, do you think? 
 
MB: I could not make that decision.  That's for someone else to decide. 
 
DOB: During the winter, before this accident happened, there had been some effort to do 

a snow compaction runway, and that seemed not to work. 
 
MB: No.  It didn't. 
 
DOB: Why not? 
 
MB: During the winter night, what they did was drill through the ice and try and flood it, 

you know, the runway and then let the snow come on there.  But that didn't work 
out too hotΧmade it too slick. 

 
DOB: But preparing the runway for those planes to come in on the ice was a tremendous 

job, I understand. 
 
MB: Yes, we took the D-8s and they plowed and plowed and plowed.  They did a good 

job on that.  
 
DOB: And then the wind would blow and then you'd plow some more? 
 
MB: That's rightΧupkeep it. 
 
DOB: Were there other losses in that early time of airplanes? 
 
MB: No, not airplanes.  But a Seabee named Williams was driving a D-8 tractor and 

went through the ice.  Six hundred fathoms.  The only thing came up was the seat 
cushions from the tractor. 

 
And there was Max Kiel.  He was on the tractor party to Little America 5, and he 
was operating the D-8 that had the drums of fuel.  They say if he was the first one 
to go over that crevasse, he would've made it.  But he was the last.  And he went 
right straight down a hundred ten feet.  And all they found they said was his 
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fingertips.  Chief Aldrich was the one that went down there to make sure he was 
gone.  And that was it.  Nothing. 

 
DOB: Well now, during that winter of 1956, a major effort was put to preparing for building 

the South Pole station. 
 
MB: Right. 
 
DOB: And a piece of that would have been preparing for the auxiliary station at 

Beardmore. 
 
MB: They needed that station. 
 
DOB: Why? 
 
MB: At ninety-three hundred feet, you've got to take off light, you can't go off heavy, and 

that's a refueling stop. 
 
DOB: So Beardmore was the refueling stop. 
 
MB: In this case it was littered with glaciers. 
 
DOB: Tell me how come it's called Beardmore but it wasn't there. 
 
MB: Well, I was supposed to go to Beardmore, but they landed me in Liv Glacier, which 

was a hundred and sixty-three miles away from where I was to be.  And then after 
six days they looked for us; they couldn't find us.  They were sending flight after 
flight out searchingΧcouldn't find us.  So my men and I said, "Six days, something's 
wrong, fellas."  "You're right, Chief.  Something's wrong."  I said, "Look.  It ain't 
going to hurt us to do this because our main radio is still not operating the TBX."  
I said, "Get that Angry 9 out."  It's one of these, you know. 

 
DOB: Hand cranked. 
 
MB: And that kid says to me, "Chief, where do I throw this antenna?"  "Just throw it on 

the ice, that's all."  I said, "Start cranking."  And I got McMurdo.  "McMurdo, this is 
Beardmore.  How do you read me?  Over."  I said it twice.  And I think it was Chief 
Bodger got on it and he says, "Is that you, Mike?"  I said, "You bet your little bippy 
this is me."  He says, "Don't touch nothing."  And he called Commander Canham, 
and from what I hear, he broke all speed records coming onto the comm shack, 
and the place went in an uproar.  And they came running out, "They're all alive, 
they're all alive." 

 
DOB: They were worried about you.  Well, how did they land you in the wrong place? 
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MB: Well, a blizzard was coming, and for some reasonΧwell, in the Antarctic your 

compass has a hell of a deviation.  Believe me.  If you're heading in a true direction, 
boom!  The next thing you know you're in the wrong direction because of the 
compass deviations down there.  And that's what happened. 

 
DOB: So you stayed at the Liv Glacier. 
 
MB: I was designated as Commander Task Force Forty-Three, Point 1, 

Point 1ΧCTF43.1.1 on all messages from me.  They took me out of there 
Christmas Day.  And then Commander Jorda says, "You're coming home with me, 
Mike." 

 
DOB: Well, tell me about being there.  What's there?  You had to prepare shelter andΧ 
 
MB: Well yes, we built a Jamesway hut and stuff like that.  During the winter night, we 

constructed one in the aviation hangar.  And the guys that are going to go down 
there with me, we put it all together.  We marked every piece where it was 
supposed to go.  And when we got there, there's a piece, we know where this goes. 
 We got it out of the snow, we added this.  But then we put the top on there and 
then we anchored it.  And beautiful.  It was right on the money.  

 
DOB: You all lived in one Jamesway. 
 
MB: That's right. 
 
DOB: Did everything in one Jamesway. 
 
MB: Four men.  
 
DOB: Four.  Who were they? 
 
MB: Gee, I can't remember their names anymore. 
 
DOB: You were the chief. 
 
MB: Let's see.  There was a Seabee, a mechanic, and then the aerographer, 

photographer . . . I forgot who they were.  Jeez.  And then Albert Fenn came in 
from Life magazine or Look magazine, and he spent a day with us.  He got the next 
plane out, and they put a special on Life magazine about Antarctica that featured 
the four of us down there.  I think it was April of '57 . . . April or March '57 it was 
published. 

 
DOB: Do you have a copy of that? 
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MB: I saw it, but I haven't got a copy.  And then the newspaper said, "Feared four men 

lost in Antarctica."  I had a lot of clippings on that. 
 
DOB: How long were you there? 
 
MB: Three monthsΧOctober, November, and December. 
 
DOB: And how often did planes come? 
 
MB: Quite often.  On the radio I said to Commander Canham, "We're on emergency 

rations.  We need some food."  Little America right away sent a plane with food.  
And then McMurdo sent food.  But then the operation started, I requested that they 
send a Sno-KittenΧit's a little tiny tractorΧand I wanted a pallet with it.  So they did 
that, then the Air Force C-124s started to drop the fuel for us.  They were in 
collapsible rubber bags, and each plane come down they'd just drop, and then 
we'd retrieve them with this Sno-Kitten, bring them in so when the planes came in 
we've got fuel for them.  And that's how they operated. 

 
And then I went ahead with the Sno-Kitten, I made an ice runway.  And then we 
had aerologicalΧthe weather, we sent the weather in and all this stuff.  Finally we 
had a daily contact with McMurdo. 

 
DOB: What kinds of planes landed at Beardmore? 
 
MB: R4s.  Strictly R4Ds, that's all. 
 
DOB: They didn't have the fuel to make it back. 
 
MB: That's right.  The R4s are the one that made the landing at the South Pole with 

Admiral Dufek, pilot Gus Shinn, Lt. Comdr., and Captain Trigger Hawkes and all 
them guys.  When he made the landing, he came to me, landed at my base, he 
says, "How are you doing, Chief?"  I said, "Pretty good, Admiral.  You're some kind 
of national hero now."  He says, "Aw, maybe."  I saidΧI don't want to repeat what 
I told him. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
MB: It's in Pat Trese's bookΧhe's got it in thereΧPenguins Have Square Eyes.  I don't 

know if you're familiar with that book.  Pat Trese and I were very close friends.  We 
got to be.  We lived near each other in Brooklyn, see, and we used to go out to 
dinners and everything.  He invited me to his house once and he says, "Gee, Mike, 
I'm writing a book.  What'd you tell the admiral?"  I said, "Well, okay, I'll tell you," but 
I didn't know that he was doing this in the back room. 
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DOB: Well if it's in print, I guess you can tell me again. 
 
MB: It's in print.  In a pig's ass [laughs] and you know what. 
DOB: So Beardmore, then, was all ready to go in October then, so that when Dufek made 

that flight, heΧ 
 
MB: He was the first American to step foot at the South Pole. 
 
DOB: Once you were at Beardmore, did you ever leave and come back, or were you 

there for the duration? 
 
MB: Down there for the duration.  Me and my men, they talked me into making a little 

trip to the glacier.  I said, "Well, we're pretty well screened, us guys.  We know our 
business."  We harnessed ourselves.  I think it was the Axel Heiberg Glacier, if I'm 
not mistaken.  The one that Amundsen went up.  Or it had to be Liv Glacier.  So 
then we got there, built a cairn, put a pole there, stocks of food, names, the date, 
everything.  Put it right there; went back to the hut.  That was one escapade we had 
there.  And I seen a frozen waterfall.  Beautiful.  I seen a lot of thingsΧ 

 
[End Side A, Tape 1] 
 
[Begin Side B, Tape 1] 
 
DOB: So we're talking about Beardmore, and you were mentioning the aurora.  Tell me 

about that. 
 
MB: That's during the winter night.  I think that's the aurora australis, the quivering lights, 

and the volcano was right there, Mt. Erebus.  During the winter night one time it 
was September, I believe, '56 . . . the first of September we had a blizzard come in. 
 It was a big one, boy.  All the lumber was flying all over the place; everybody was 
told to stay indoors.  And the 16th of September, what a beautiful day.  The moon 
was there, you could touch the moon even, that's how beautiful it wasΧmagnified. 
 And you turned around and here comes that little blizzard right back for the rest 
of the month. 

 
DOB: I do want to go back to Beardmore which would've been in the summertime, and 

so there would've been light all the time. 
 
MB: Five-and-a-half months total daylight there. 
 
DOB: And how often did planes come? 
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MB: Some of them just went joy-riding, like Hank Jorda.  He flew there, just circled 

around, and stayed for about ten minutes saying hello to me.  And then he took her 
up.  Then you had planes come and visit, they'd land there, and they'd come in 
there into the hut and sit down and talk with us, have a cup of coffee, so forth.  See 
how we were doing, I guess.  And they'd take off and then another one will come in 
sooner or later.  In other words, the pilots getting jockey time in, that's all. 

 
DOB: How were you doing? 
 
MB: We were doing great.  We played cards when there was nothing going on.  

Sometimes it was boring just staying there, you know what I mean?  Then when 
there was some activity coming, then we were all hot to go.  Believe me. 

 
DOB: Seems to me you would have to be pretty certain of yourself to live in one hut in the 

middle of such a big expanse of nothingΧ 
 
MB: That's true. 
 
DOB: Χfor a long time. 
 
MB: We were pretty well occupied.  When I had nothing to do, I'd just jump on the 

Sno-Kitten and keep that ice runway, ski runway open, and the other guys would 
sit and read.  The radioman there, he'd be fooling around with the radio.  And the 
weather guesser, he's going for the weather.  So it's all set.  We all had our chores. 
 Sometimes the equipment breaks down, me and the Seabee there, like we had an 
engine break down, we repaired it while we were down there. 

 
DOB: At Beardmore. 
 
MB: Yes.  He and I got together, took it apart, rebuilt it again, and that was it. 
 
DOB: How long would that take? 
 
MB: It took aboutΧfooled around, maybe five days, something like that. 
 
DOB: Well, can you think of anything else about the Beardmore experience that you'd 

like to tell me? 
 
MB: Not much except when Little America brought us food, they also brought us a pig, 

a whole pig.  I thought, who the heck was the lamebrain that did this.  We dug a 
hole and threw him in there. 

 
DOB: Did you eat it? 
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MB: No.  Then eventually they didn'tΧthey abandoned, I understand, Liv, and they went 

right to Beardmore. 
 
DOB: For the next year?  Would they have left the Jamesway there? 
 
MB: Oh yes.  And they'd mark it on a map that there's a hut there.  I imagine that's what 

they do all the time.  You never tear down anything.  Just leave it there. 
 
DOB: So somebody else'sΧ 
 
MB: In case somebody's there, they know there's a hut there. 
 
DOB: You must've been quite a team, then, at Beardmore to haveΧ 
 
MB: Yes, we were.  We all worked together, stuck together. 
 
DOB: Could you do each other's jobs? 
 
MB: Yes. 
 
DOB: So you could operate the radios andΧ 
 
MB: Yes, I watch him when he teaches me, I taught him, so forth and so forth.  The 

aerographer, I watch him send the thing up in the air.  We help each other out.  
That's it. 

 
DOB: When you went back to McMurdo then in December, how much longer were you 

there? 
 
MB: I left in January with Hank Jorda. 
 
DOB: So you flew back out. 
 
MB: Yes.  See, while we were there, the Judge Advocate General of the Navy 

authorized us flight payΧpeople in VX-6.  And we couldn't get our flight time in, but 
he says, "When you go home, you'll get your flight time then."  So that was it.  So 
I had all my flight time, no sweat, no strain, and that was it. 

 
DOB: Was there somebody that you met on the ice that you were just particularly glad to 

have there? 
 
MB: Well, I met Sir Edmund Hillary.  I got veryΧquite a few times I had conversations 

with him.  He was over at Scott Base there, three miles away from us.  And the 
kiwis, I got along good with the kiwis there. 
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DOB: What did you think of Hillary? 
 
MB: Outstanding. 
DOB: Why? 
 
MB: Poor guy.  Try to keep up with himΧhe's all legs.  [Chuckles]  But just, you know, it's 

only about five or six minutes and that was it, then I'd see him again maybe two, 
three, or four minutes, and that was the end of it.  And he was the skipper at a base 
down there, that's all. 

 
And who else did I meet down there?  Oh yes.  Senator Jackson.  This wasn't in 
Deep Freeze I or II, this was later on.  And I got along very good with Jackson there. 
 See, we found a big box that was labeled for the South Pole, a big crate, and there 
was no paperwork on it.  So the storekeeper said, "Chief, I'm going to open that box 
and find out what's in there."  It was loaded with Polish kielbasa and pepperoni.  
[Chuckles]  And I took a lot of kielbasa there.  Senator Jackson loved it.  I used to 
hang it behind the oil stove, and that thing would just drip all the fat out and gets 
nice and tasty, then the dogs go crazy. 

 
DOB: Was this Scoop Jackson of Washington? 
 
MB: Yes. 
 
DOB: So you were in several Deep Freeze operations. 
 
MB: Five.  
 
DOB: Five of them.  Which ones, and tell me about them. 
 
MB: Well, like I say, I went back to Quonset Point.  My squadron moved from Patuxent 

River to Quonset, and I reported back for duty.  And then assumed the duties of 
line chief of the squadron right there at Quonset Point, and I deployed, and I was 
always the first one to be deployed . . . and the last to get out. 

 
DOB: Were you married by then? 
 
MB: Yes, I was married, yes. 
 
DOB: So you had a lot of time away from home. 
 
MB: Yes, quite a lot.  And there's one incident the admiral got me, called me in, and he 

says, "Mike, how many Thanksgivings, Christmases, and New Years have you 
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spent on the ice?"  I said, "All of them."  He says, "You pack your bags.  You're 
going to New Zealand.  You're going to do the next one in civilization." 

 
And as it so happens, I'm on the plane already to go back to New Zealand, we 
have a plane that loses its landing gear on a glacier.  The skipper of my squadron 
runs up to the plane, "Mike, Chief, get over here.  We need you to go to this glacier. 
 The plane's down."  I said, "Oh no."  I said, "The admiral ordered me to go."  He 
said, "That was an order.  I'm ordering you to go there."  I said, "Oh, gee whiz.  
Here I go."  So I says, "What'll I do?"  Flip a coin.  Well, they need it up there and 
that glacier was justΧput an air bag there and pick the plane up and let the gear 
come down.  That's how simple that was. 

 
DOB: So did you get to go to New Zealand? 
 
MB: Well, I wasn't going to buck the admiral's order. 
 
DOB: What did you think of the leadership? 
 
MB: At the base? 
 
DOB: Yes. 
 
MB: The leadership was outstanding. 
 
DOB: Whose leadership? 
 
MB: Commander Canham, our OinC over there.  He was a great man.  Believe me. 
 
DOB: In what way? 
 
MB: Fair, square, and then he was always out there to help you, too.  If there was any 

work done, he got right in there with you.  And there's one time he called everybody 
in, at dinner I believe it was.  He says, "Well, we're going to do this, fellas.  Two 
men are going to be excused from this.  It's going to be everybody including me.  
We're going to take KP dutyΧclean dishes, pots, and what not."  And they said, 
"Who was the two men?"  It was me and John Dore, the chief mechanic.  Those 
two were excused from it because we had responsibilities.  When that happened, 
you ought to hear the people.  [Chuckles]  The doctor was doing it, the priest was 
doing itΧFather Condit.  There's a manΧFather Condit.  Outstanding. 

 
DOB: In what way? 
 
MB: Morale booster, everything.  Jeez.  The finest man I have ever been on an 

expedition with.  Father Condit.  Him and Dr. Taylor.  From what I understand, 



Michael Baronick Interview, January 21, 1999 22  
 
 

Jimmy Taylor, the entertainer, is his son.  And he used to sing up there, Doc Taylor. 
 So one day I had the junior O.D.'s duty, and I had a big mole over here, and he had 
nothing to do.  Everybody there was healthy.  He says, "Mike, can I have you do 
me a favor?"  I said, "What's that, Doc?"  "Can I cut that mole off your right cheek 
now?"  I said, "Go right ahead."  [Laughs] 

 
DOB: He must've done a good job.  I don't see a thing. 
 
MB: Oh, it was a big one, too.  We got along good, everybody down there.  The dog guy 

was Dutch Dolleman, he had the dogs, and so did Baker, I believe.  Baker was a 
dog man. 

 
DOB: Were the dogs much use? 
 
MB: No.  They hooked them up one time when Deep Freeze II people were in there.  

They hooked them up and they took them for a spin.  They went out so far, they all 
just turned right back and went into dogheim again.  And those guys with the 
cameras out there.  Oh jeez.  [Chuckles] 

 
DOB: Were you ever truly scared? 
 
MB: No, I can truthfully say no, I was not.  Never had a scary moment down there.  Well, 

yes, once I fell in a crevasse. 
 
DOB: You did? 
 
MB: Yes. 
 
DOB: Where was this? 
 
MB: At Hut PointΧwell, it wasn't a crevasse.  It was a tidal lead, but it was wide open, 

you know, fell right through.  And I landed on a ledge or else I would've went right 
into McMurdo Sound.  The guys took their jackets off and handed them down.  It 
wasn't too far down.  But that was the only time. 

 
DOB: Were you scared? 
 
MB: I said, "I ain't going to do this again." 
 
DOB: So they tied their jackets together and made a rope.  What were you doing out 

there? 
 
MB: I was at Hut Point at the time.  In fact, that was beforeΧthat incident took place 

before I was with Admiral Dufek and Admiral Byrd when theyΧin the Weasel they 
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were going to go out to a certain area and see where I was going to lay all the 
equipment and put the fuel bags and all that stuff for oncoming operations.  That 
was it.  So then more men came in from Deep Freeze II, more men to work with, 
like aviation bosun mates, they came in.  That was the deal over thereΧgot that all 
set up.  Nothing else to go on but to do the job. 

 
DOB: What are you proudest of from your Deep Freeze experiences? 
 
MB: All those flights I made, exploration flights . . . serving with Admiral Byrd and 

Admiral Dufek . . . and wintering in.  Very few people ever had that privilege. 
 
DOB: You called it a privilege? 
 
MB: Well, I would say so.  I was grateful to be down there. 
 
DOB: Why? 
 
MB: I enjoyed myself.  That's why I went back five times. 
 
DOB: What did you do on subsequent trips? 
 
MB: We went back to Quonset, get ready for the next operation. 
 
DOB: So what were the numbers that you were in?  You were in Deep Freeze IΧ 
 
MB: One, IIΧwell, actually, when I was at Beardmore, that's considered Deep Freeze II 

because I was well into Deep Freeze II even though I was a member of Deep 
Freeze I.  All the other men, they're on the Curtiss going home.  So I, II, III, IV, and 
V. 

 
DOB: Where were you in Deep Freeze III? 
 
MB: McMurdo. 
 
DOB: Doing the same thing? 
 
MB: Yes. 
 
DOB: And Deep Freeze IV? 
 
MB: Same thingΧline chief.  Deep Freeze V, line chief. 
 
DOB: Also at McMurdo. 
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MB: Yes.  I've been all over there, but I've been rescue at Cape Hallett, Cape Adare. 
 
DOB: Tell me about all these other bases.  Tell me about Hallett.  What were you doing 

there? 
MB: A C-124 hit the mountain. 
 
DOB: Hit the mountain? 
 
MB: Had a load of lumber on there, had seven passengers.  At the three-thousand-foot 

level they hit the mountain.  See, there's two mountainsΧMt. Sabine, and the other 
one looks just like it.  They picked the wrong one and they hit that.  And I was told, 
"Mike, we've got to set up a fuel farm there.  There's bodies there.  We've got to get 
bodies out of there." 

 
So I went there with the R4D, had a rubber tank, you know, and the plane gave me 
all the fuel I needed.  And when the helicopter finally arrived, I guess it made jump 
stops, then we went up and we started retrieving the bodies.  They couldn't find 
one body.  And we were there for about two or three days trying to find that one 
body.  Finally they said, "He's got to be here."  So the way the bodies were, one, 
two, three, four, five, six, and they couldn't find the seventh one.  And finally we did 
find him, and they were gruesome looking.  Oh jeez.  Everybody on the flight deck 
of that C-124 survived, but one crew member, I think, had frostbite on his foot.  
That's about it.  Then we wrapped it up; went back.  Then the second incident on 
Cape AdareΧ 

 
DOB: What's a C-124 doing at Hallett? 
 
[Interruption in recording] 
 
DOB: What was a C-124 doing at Hallett? 
 
MB: They got lost, and they ran out of fuel, so they landed there. 
 
DOB: Or tried to. 
 
MB: He didΧfour of them.  Guess who they run to?  Get eleven-hundred-gallon tank in 

a P2V, worked about thirty-six hours getting that darn thing in there, on the ice.  
This will be a very cold job.  So finally I got the thing in, we got the fuel in, put the 
JATO bottles on, and blasted off.  And I had my one little beautiful pump I always 
used.  We landed at Hallett, there were the C-124s, just taxied up to one, gave 
them four hundred gallons, next one, four hundred, four hundred, four hundred, 
and away they wentΧaway we went.  They all got back to the base. 

 
DOB: So this was separate from the crash that you just told me about. 
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MB: Oh yes.  And a guy says, "Hey, you should get a commendation on that."  I said, "I 

don't know.  I guess so."  There's a major almost had the similar name I got, he got 
the commendation.  [Laughs] 

DOB: Well, I hope you got it straightened out. 
 
MB: No, never.  Just forget about it.  That was quite a chore getting that tank inΧan 

eleven-hundred-gallon tank.  It's a big square job that goes right in the bomb bay. 
 And it was cold then at that time, too. 

 
DOB: What time of year was that? 
 
MB: Oh, I couldn't tell you, but I know it was cold. 
 
DOB: Now there wasn't anything at Cape Adare. 
 
MB: No. 
 
DOB: What were you doing there? 
 
MB: Well, we just flew around it and everything.  I don't know if we landed there or what. 

 Something happened there.  We've got to scratch Cape Adare.  I don't know what 
happened over there.  I couldn't tell you.  It says Cape Adare, Cape Hallett. 

 
DOB: And you were at Byrd Station? 
 
MB: I have been at Byrd Station.  I made them all. 
 
DOB: What were you doing at Byrd? 
 
MB: Oh, delivering equipment, getting flight time. 
 
DOB: What did you think of Byrd Station? 
 
MB: It's not too bad.  Just like the rest of them.  Nothing to brag about. 
 
DOB: Did you go to the Pole? 
 
MB: Yes, at the Pole I was even withΧAdmiral Dufek assigned me to the 53rd Tactical 

Air Command under Colonel Turk.  I was assigned to his plane, and I said, "What 
the heck am I doing with the Air Force?"  And I was told in case they crashed, 
they've got somebody knows what to do. [Laughs] 

 
DOB: When were you at Pole Station? 
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MB: That was the sameΧDeep Freeze I.  I was down there in Deep Freeze I, Deep 

Freeze II, III.  I'd been there about five or six times.  Even took a walk around Paul 
Siple's Pole, said I'd been around the world. 

 
DOB: So you didn't live there . . . 
 
MB: No. 
 
DOB: . . . just coming and going? 
 
MB: We were delivering food with the Air Force, and they were making regular drops 

over landings there delivering equipment.  I was with them on a couple, three 
landings over there.  I didn't appreciate being with the Air Force, actually. 

 
DOB: Why? 
 
MB: I was like an outcast, I guess.  I had to live with them and everything in the same 

tent they were in, and gee, it was . . . .  I didn't go for it.  So when I came back 
fromΧthis is another incidentΧwhen I came back from Beardmore, I had no CPO 
[chief petty officer] uniforms at all.  I'm going to be going home.  I said, "Gee whiz, 
I can't go home with what I've got on my back.  Some Seabee took my bunk while 
I was at Beardmore, and he took my locker and all my equipment.  Everything I had. 
 I couldn't find it. 

 
[Interruption in recording] 
 
MB: And no uniforms. 
 
DOB: Did anyone wear uniforms on the ice? 
 
MB: No.  Nobody had uniforms then.  So one day, he was an enlisted pilot, and I think 

he was a Flying Tiger, Les Ackman, chief mechanic, and he gave me a pair of 
trousers, and somebody had a jacket.  That was my uniform.  [Chuckles]  But when 
I got to Brooklyn, I was going straight home, left the plane with Commander Jorda 
in Alameda, and we took United Airlines all the way to New York, and went to the 
Navy clothing depot in Brooklyn where I livedΧjust a stone's throwΧfit up with 
uniforms in nothing flat. 

 
Then I went to Federal Building in Manhattan to the pay office, so a Wave says to 
me, "Can I help you, Chief?"  I said, "Yes, I'd like to get paid."  "Got your pay 
record?"  I said, "Yes."  Gave her my pay record.  She said, "Holy moly!"  She calls 
her lieutenant.  "Look at this!"  And she asked me, "When was the last time you got 
paid?"  I said, "I don't remember."  [Laughs]  So that was comical there, too. 
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DOB: You wouldn't have needed money. 
MB: Oh, but of course. 
 
DOB: So did you get a nice lump sum then? 
 
MB: Yes, I had quite a lot of money on the books.  I hadn't been paid in over a year, a 

yearΧfourteen months.  So she added up what I had coming.  It's quite a bundle. 
 
DOB: Nice to look at all at once. 
 
MB: Oh yes.  There's another incident on that.  Gee whiz.  I can't think of it now. 
 
DOB: Tell me about your food while you were there.  What'd you think of it? 
 
MB: We had some good food, but a lot of times canned hamburgers, see you later. 
 
DOB: Canned hamburgers. 
 
MB: That's what they sent me at Beardmore.  I said, "I need food."  Canned hamburgers. 

 Oh jeez.  Spam.  "Oh, come on," I said.  That's what they sent. 
 
DOB: Easy to prepare. 
 
MB: It's a hamburger; you've got to cook it.  Bacon was all right.  In a little round can, 

you push them out, good strips.  And whole eggs, you know.  Throw it on there.  
A lot of coffee.  We survived. 

 
DOB: You haven't said anything about fruits and vegetables. 
 
MB: No, we never had none of that.  Very little. 
 
DOB: Even at McMurdo. 
 
MB: Very little. 
 
DOB: How about bread and pastry? 
 
MB: Oh yes.  Plenty of bread . . . pastry. 
 
DOB: How about liquor? 
 
MB: They had what is called Old Methusalem.  It's from World War II, 1944.  Oh gee.  

What a mess that thing makes on you.  [Chuckles]  BeerΧwe got stuck on the beer. 
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 Little America took all the beer.  And we were rationed one case of beer every two 
weeks.  In fact, Little America got everything.  They got all the good food, the beerΧ 

 
DOB: How'd that happen? 
 
MB: The ship was there first.  [Laughs]  We got leftovers at McMurdo. 
 
DOB: You talked about Father Condit.  Was religion important at McMurdo on the ice? 
 
MB: He thought so; everybody did. 
 
DOB: Did you attend his services? 
 
MB: Sure.  In fact, I got baptized there.  I became a Roman Catholic on the ice.  The 

second one to have it done.  A JewishΧa warrant officer named Bernie Singer was 
first.  And the chapel that stood there, we stole pieces from everything that we got 
our hands on to build that chapel.  It didn't cost the government a nickel to build that 
chapel except what we stole.  We even stole the bell for the steeple. 

 
DOB: Where did you get that? 
 
MB: Off a ship.  We called it the Lady of Our SnowΧOur Lady of the Snows, we named 

it.  Father Condit, he's something.  One day, it was a Friday, everybody had a 
bigΧit was a holidayΧwe all had a good time.  And we were sleeping it off Saturday. 
 And he comes into the chiefs' barracks, and he says, "You chiefs are all heathens. 
 You're atheists.  All of you, all of you."  He was shaking his head and disgusted.  
So finally Charlie Slaton says, "Father, what's the matter?  What's eating you?"  He 
says, "Here it is Sunday morning, and not one person showed up for Mass."  He 
says, "Father, this isn't Sunday, it's Saturday!"  He ran out of the barracks praying. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
MB: At that time there was an incident, you know, when I was on a plane with Pat Trese. 

 We were heading home, we had an outrigger go right through the wing from one 
of the skis.  One ski was down like this and the other one level, you know?  And 
we circled there burning up all our fuel.  And Father John was on his knees.  Right 
down are rocks.  He was praying, praying.  Finally we made the landing successful. 
 Pat Trese said to me, he says, "Mike, if I ever get out of this alive, I'm going to 
name my first kid after you."  And he did.  He named his daughter Michael.  He did. 
 Then my son and his niece got a little get-together and that broke up.  I'll never 
forget that day. 

 
He said to me, he saysΧone day we were in Alameda, he spots us, he says, 
"Come on!  Get in the cab with us!  Get in the cab with us!"  I said, "Where are we 
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going?"  He says, "Hungry Eye in Frisco."  "I can't afford that," I says.  "Come on. 
 I'm on an expense account.  Let's go."  [Laughs] 

 
DOB: And you did. 
 
MB: Definitely. 
 
DOB: Have you kept up with a lot of people from there? 
 
MB: No.  I came down here [Florida] eleven years ago; the only one I seen was Tom.  

He's the only one I've spoke with.  I went to his house, I visited him; he'd come over 
here.  We've seen a lot of each other every now and then. 

 
DOB: Did you get lonely? 
 
MB: Occasionally, yes. 
 
DOB: What did you do to keep up your morale? 
 
MB: Nothing.  What else can you do?  Open up a can of beer and forget it. 
 
DOB: Did you see a lot of movies? 
 
MB: Oh, every night there was movies.  There was another individual, he passed away 

now.  He became a commander.  We called him Flopper Flanigan.  The reason we 
called him Flopper, anytime you'd laugh, on the screen, he collapses when he 
laughs.  So what we did, we got a parachute harness, and every time we went to 
the movies, like we'd have the Road Runner, we'd string him up in a harness and 
let him stay there.  He'd go collapse.  [Laughing] 

 
I don't know how true this is, but when he came back to Quonset Point, to 
Davisville, he bought a brand new car in East Greenwich, Rhode Island, and he 
was driving it back to the base and Bob Hope was on the radio.  Bob Hope cracked 
a joke, he collapsed with laughing and he went right into the guardhouse.  A brand 
new car. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
MB: There's other little comical incidents that took place.  One guy used to sing in his 

sleep, and Sadie used to say, "I can't take it no more.  I'm listening to him.  I can't 
take it no more."  So about a month goes by, he starts singing in his sleep, Sadie 
starts to join him.  [Laughs]  We took a look in there, the two of them were sleeping, 
they're both singing, harmonizing. 
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[Laughter] 
 
DOB: That's quite a trick.  When you were on the ice, did you think much about what was 

going on in the rest of the world? 
 
MB: I was interested in sports.  So the Yankees beat my Dodgers in the World Series. 
 
DOB: Why were you a Dodger fan? 
 
MB: I lived in Brooklyn. 
 
DOB: That would do it. 
 
MB: Now I'm a Yankee fan.  I love the Yankees. 
 
DOB: Did you think much about politics and world affairs? 
 
MB: No.  Down there you're not interested in that stuff . . . to me anyway. 
 
DOB: Did you worry about dirtying up the continent and polluting it and leaving trash 

around? 
 
MB: No.  I didn't see us pollute anything or make a mess of anythingΧnot Deep Freeze I. 

 But from what I understand later on that thing became a junkyard. 
 
DOB: Now environmental concerns areΧ 
 
MB: That's right.  Yes, I know. 
 
DOB: Χvery deep. 
 
MB: When I was down there, we had nothing.  Just had a little place we called the 

chiefs' club, you know, like an NCO club, you might as well say.  Now they've got 
a three-decker barracks up there, they've got everybody making their bunks up 
and cooking for them.  Gee whiz.  They've got women down there, they've got 
everybody down there.  That was the time to go. 

 
DOB: What would you have thought of having women on the ice? 
 
MB: No.  They're trouble.  They would be trouble down there. 
 
DOB: Why? 
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MB: You get one guy, he's going to get a little rambunctious.  Just to give you an 

example, a Pan American flight came in.  The stewardesses, they were going to 
have a dog race to camp.  When they got to camp, all the guys in the winter over, 
they didn't want to winter over no more.  They want to go home.  They started going 
after them girls, and they put them right back on that plane, get them out of there. 
 And Admiral Byrd said, "No women on the ice."  I guess there was an incident prior 
to that.  I don't think I'd like to speak about it.  It was the Finn Ronne expedition. 

 
DOB: He brought his wife and another woman. 
 
MB: Jane Darlington.  She had half the continent named after her, and Darlington had 

one mountain named after her. 
 
DOB: Well, today there are lots of women. 
 
MB: I know there are. 
 
DOB: And it seems to work okay. 
 
MB: Yes, the Russians bring theirs down there.  They get along good, I guess. 
 
DOB: Did you have much to do with the animal life there? 
 
MB: No.  There's not much animals down there to begin with. 
 
DOB: PenguinsΧ 
 
MB: Penguins, that's it. 
 
DOB: Χseals, whales. 
 
MB: Skua gulls. 
 
DOB: Did people harass the animals? 
 
MB: I've never seen that.  In fact, the Adelies, they're comical as hell.  We had a ball 

with them.  They love beer. 
 
DOB: Do they? 
 
MB: Yes.  The king emperors, you don't want to go near them.  If you're ever hit with 

their beaksΧtheir wings, flippers, they'll break your arm. 
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DOB: Strong, huh?  What did you do with your life after all of these polar experiences?  

Did your polar experience have an effect on what you did afterwards? 
 
MB: No. 
 
DOB: Did you stay in the Navy? 
 
MB: Yes, I stayed in the Navy one more year, I was made assistant manager of the 

chiefs' club in Naval Air Station Jacksonville.  No duties.  That was fixed up by 
Admiral Dufek.  Some plush duty.  I reported directly to the commanding officer of 
the base.  That's it. 

 
DOB: How many years were you in the Navy? 
 
MB: Twenty-two.  And then I retired from there.  I went on that ninety-day transition 

period.  Just call in and let them know I'm alive. 
 
DOB: When you think about all of your experiences on the ice, and if you could paint one 

picture to just show what was really the essence of it for you, what would it be? 
 
MB: What would it be.  I could say I was truthfully part of a great expedition.  That's all 

I could say. 
 
DOB: So your painting would have . . . . 
 
MB: Six operations.  Five or six operations. 
 
DOB: Would your painting have people in it then? 
 
MB: Yes, it would have Byrd, Dufek, close friends that were down there with me. 
 
DOB: Who would they be? 
 
MB: It would be John Dore, Hess, I didn't know Tom too well at the time down there, 

Bevilacqua, Doc Taylor, Father Condit.  And that's another incident.  We had a 
drink that was developed down there called Whiteout Punch.  You know how that 
happened?  

 
DOB: Tell me. 
 
MB: Father Condit and Doc Taylor made that Whiteout Punch.  It was alcohol and 

grapefruit juice, that the two of them starting sipping it.  It was New Year's.  They 
drank so much of it they were trying to hit each other with everybody looking at 
them, and they called it the Whiteout Punch.  [Laughs] 
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DOB: Did you drink a lot of it? 
 
MB: No, I didn't drink any of it.  One thing about me, I didn't take the hard liquor.  Once 

it gets in your lungs, it's a long time to get out.  But I'll stay with beer.  That's about 
it.  And that's another thing.  Trying to keep the beer thawed to drinking 
temperature.  You get it, it's frozen, then you thaw it out in a doggone big tank of 
hot water.  It comes out, it's too hot.  Then you've got to set it outside to cool it off 
again.  [Laughs] 

 
DOB: How long would it take to thaw a can of beer? 
 
MB: Oh jeez. 
 
DOB: Was it in cans or bottles? 
 
MB: Cans.  And then they had what they call the goobers stays on the bottom.  You 

drink it, but the goobers are still down there, you've got to throw the thing away. 
 
DOB: Would freezing make the beer deteriorate?  Is that what caused theΧ 
 
MB: No, no.  The beer freezes, it expands.  It's cold, ice frozen and it buckles the beer 

can, you know?  The can.  So the best way we do is get a case of beer, set it on top 
of the locker where it's nice and warm temperature, and eventually it cools off. 

 
DOB: But you have to plan ahead if you want to eat something frozen, or drink something 

frozen. 
 
MB: Oh yes. 
 
DOB: Did you always keep a spare on the locker so thatΧ 
 
MB: Everybody steals from the other guy.  [Chuckles] 
 
DOB: Did you know Paul Siple? 
 
MB: Paul Siple?  Yes, I knew him very well. 
 
[End Side B, Tape 1] 
 
[Begin Side A, Tape 2] 
 
DOB: You were telling me about Dr. Paul Siple. 
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MB: He stayed at McMurdo for a while.  He took over the South Pole, Deep Freeze II 

winter-over party.  From what men tell me, even if he takes a band from a piece of 
equipment, a steel band, he saves thatΧhe won't throw it away.  He just leaves it 
somewhere.  Well, I know that he was the Boy Scout with Admiral Byrd when he 
went down to the ice for the first time.  That's about all I know.  But I did talk to him 
a lot in the mess hall and all that. 

 
DOB: What did you think of him? 
 
MB: Great.  A good man. 
 
DOB: Siple wrote that the Antarctic has a profound effect on character and personality, 

and that practically no one who has been there for any length of time comes away 
from it the same.  Would you agree with that statement and were you changed? 

 
MB: In other words you don't deteriorate? 
 
DOB: I think he was thinking that you improved your character. 
 
MB: Oh, true.  You become a believer.  Definitely. 
 
DOB: As you did?  Why do you think that happens? 
 
MB: I guess . . . where you're at, the environment around you, the people that you're 

with.  I got along good with everybody.  Except one time.  [Chuckles] 
 
DOB: One time.  Do you want to tell me? 
 
MB: I don't know. 
 
DOB: So you think you grew from your experience? 
 
MB: Well, it was an education.  A great education.  And I'd do it again. 
 
DOB: Would you? 
 
MB: Sure. 
 
DOB: Have you been back since? 
 
MB: No.  I was thinking of it many a time.  Space available to Christchurch.  Catch a 

plane going there.  I was thinking about it many a time. 
 
DOB: What's the appeal? 
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MB: Just to go back; see what it's like under different circumstances.  You've got 

New ZealandΧbeautiful country. 
 
DOB: What haven't I asked you that you would like to talk about?  You came away from 

the Antarctic with a lot of awards and commendations. 
 
MB: I guess I did, yes.  Yes, I did.  Oh, another thing.  When we came back from Deep 

Freeze I, we were supposed to go on the Mike Wallace program in New York, 
which involved Commander Canham, Admiral Dufek, and a bunch of themΧI was 
supposed to be up there, too.  But there was a bar on the corner of NBC-TV 
building, which is a landmark.  I forgot the name of itΧit's an Irish name.  
O'Shaughnessy's.  Lo and behold, all the guys are in there.  [Chuckles]  We 
watched it on television.  Commander Canham, he really blew smoke about me 
and the other fellows. 

 
DOB: So Canham and Dufek were on the program? 
 
MB: Yes.  Mike Wallace show. 
 
DOB: But you didn't make it. 
 
MB: Well, one time I got in trouble there in the plane, and my sister called Mike Wallace. 

 He says, "Ma'am, your brother, bless him.  Bless him.  I have to repeat that, bless 
him.  I wish him all the luck in the world."  That's when I was with Pat Trese in that 
plane.  And then there'sΧwhen I was lost, they were looking for me.  My sister 
called Mike Wallace again, the same thing. 

 
DOB: Did she know him? 
 
MB: No.  She just called him up.  And then there was Newt Crouse.  I don't know if you 

heard about him.  Phone patches? 
 
DOB: No.  Tell me. 
 
MB: He's a civilian from Warren, Rhode Island.  He's an electronic wizard.  What he 

used to do was take phone patches from men's wives so they could talk to their 
husbands in the Antarctic.  We used to take turns. 

 
DOB: Did you do that? 
 
MB: Yes.  I spoke to my wife from there.  He's a guy that'llΧan aircraft carrier comes in, 

it has a radar problem, they call him, he fixes it.  And then the last time I saw Newt 
Crouse, and the admiral wasΧthe last time I saw them was the admiral's retirement 
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party on theΧthey were going to have a cookout right on Touisset Point in Warren, 
Rhode Island.  Captains and admirals from the War College came over.  I was the 
junior man there, and the warrant officer was the second junior man, and they had 
this liquor cart.  Okay.  Junior man goes in first.  Me, I'm the bartender.  And the 
warrant officer went in next.  They went by numbers.  Then captains go in there.  
It's a good time that day.  And then the admiral and I wentΧhe was knocking door 
to door giving his book away.  He had a bunch of books, Deep Freeze books, 
wanted to give them away. 

 
DOB: Do you have a copy of his book? 
 
MB: My son got them.  He's got everything now.  See, he just retired from NYPDΧhe 

was a lieutenant detectiveΧand he converted one of his rooms into an office, and 
wants to put these pictures up there, the scrolls I got.  One that says I got certificate 
number sixteen from South Pole, pole vaulter.  So when I figured it out, I am the 
sixteenth man there to see the South Pole. 

 
DOB: Is that right. 
 
MB: Yes.  Let's see, there wasΧAmundsen was with four, Scott had five, that's nine, 

Admiral Byrd and his pilots, eleven, Jorda was twelve, Donovan thirteen, 
Swadener fourteen, and the commanding officer was with us on that flight, he's 
fifteen, and I was sixteen. 

 
DOB: How about that. 
 
MB: Pete Kosar was seventeen.  We had a certificate on that signed by Admiral Byrd. 
 
DOB: That's very special. 
 
MB: And then we have another one signed by Admiral Byrd also.  We had three scrolls. 
 
DOB: What was the other one signed by Byrd? 
 
MB: The Order of the Winter Nights, that's what it was.  And the other one was from 

Admiral Dufek crossing the equator. 
 
DOB: Anything else?  [Pause]  Well, thank you so much for talking with me.  I really 

appreciate it.  It's been fun. 
 
MB: It's a pleasure having you.  I wish I could say more, remember more. 
 
DOB: If you think of more, I'll let you know where to find me. 
 



Michael Baronick Interview, January 21, 1999 37  
 
 
MB: That'd be fine. 
 
DOB: Great.  Thanks a million. 
 
MB: You bet. 
 
[End of interview] 
 


