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INTERVIEW WITH DR. FREDERICK HEBBARD 

NOVEMBER 7, 2002 

 

Q. Today is November 7, 2002.  I’m Thomas Brannon and I will be interviewing Dr. 

Frederick W. Hebbard, Professor and Dean Emeritus of the College of Optometry 

at The Ohio State University.  The interview is being conducted at the Archives 

Building on Kenny Road at The Ohio State University.  Let’s first of all start, Dr. 

Hebbard, with a little of your background and you can take it from there.   

A. Okay.  Well, I was born in 1923, August 6, in Eureka, Utah, which is a mining 

town.  My father was a mining engineer and that was originally a silver mining 

town. But the silver mines had been worked out by then and he was interested in 

mining for a clay, a white clay, which at that time was used to grind up to a 

powder, and it was used for filtering oil in oil refineries.  Shortly after my parents 

were married, my father worked at The Associated Oil Refinery in Avon, 

California, which is on the San Francisco Bay.  And he learned about how the oil 

was refined and gasoline and all that.  And being a geologist, he knew a lot of 

where these deposits were.  So we went back to Utah and got this property.  And 

was doing very well at it.  And the clay was being sold to the Shell Oil Refinery 

in Martinez, which is up the bay from Vallejo and San Francisco.  I grew up in 

Vallejo. But my mother had a miscarriage about a year or so before I was born 

and what happened was that the clay that was used by Shell, the oil turned dark 

afterwards.  It was clear but was dark. So they cancelled the contract. But my 

parents stayed there until after I was born because the physician said it would be 
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better for my mother since travel was more rugged in those days than it is now.  

And so I was born in Utah, and my parents moved to California where my father 

was born when I was about a month old. And we moved to Vallejo where a 

cousin of my mother’s was working in a department store, and initially we lived 

in an apartment house that was owned by a member of the church that we 

attended.  And she, who was not married at that time, lived in the apartment next 

door, which made it very nice for my mother because she then knew somebody 

there.  But then later on, my parents bought a house in Vallejo when I was almost 

3 ½ years old.  By then I had a younger sister, two years younger.  And went 

through the Vallejo schools.  My father was really very fortunate; after 1932, 

when President Roosevelt was elected, the price of gold was raised from about 

$21 an ounce to $35, and this made gold mines that previously had not been 

profitable, made them profitable.  And so he was doing pretty well.  Actually he 

designed one of the first drag-line dredges and was dredging with his drag line 

dredge a property on the former north fork of the Uba River.  And unfortunately, 

in May 1935, there was a terrible rain storm and the drag line fell into the lake or 

pond where the dredge part itself was.  And the dredge part, because of all the 

rain, then flowed down the creek into what was then the Bullards Bar Dam, 

owned by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. And since then the dam’s height 

has been raised and that particular area is all under water now.  The height of the 

dam is fairly high.  It’s called the Bullards Bar Dam.  But he had had the heart 

attack the previous year and it was just not possible for him to get work in mining. 

He couldn’t walk down the street without having pains in his chest and taking 
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nitroglycerine tablets.  They didn’t have all the opportunities for repair of heart 

vessels that they do now. But at least the house we had was a very nice house and 

my parents, mainly my father I supposed, my mother agreed to what they did, just 

started borrowing on the house until they couldn’t borrow any more money. By 

then, World War II had come, had come in Europe in ’39, and started on 

September 1, 1939.  I graduated from high school in January of 1941, but 

knowing that there was no money to send me to college, I had taken a Civil 

Service examination for the apprentice program on Mare Island Naval Shipyard, 

which was located in Vallejo. And I did very well on the exam.  Although I had 

taken college preparatory work in high school and was at the top of my class, and 

some of my mother’s friends whose husbands worked on Mare Island thought that 

because of my college preparatory course, that I would be a total failure at Mare 

Island.  But after I passed and was one of the top persons on the Civil Service test, 

and a lot of people took it, not just in Vallejo, but elsewhere, actually took it in the 

study hall of the junior high school that I had attended in Vallejo.  And then I had 

to take the physical on Mare Island, which I passed, and then was given an 

opportunity to select the trade that I wanted.  Well I didn’t really know that much 

about the trades but I noticed that the pattern maker trade was the highest paid.  

And so I asked somebody about the pattern makers and they said, “Oh, those are 

the bankers on Mare Island.  They go to work with suits and ties.”  So I figured it 

must be reasonably clean work then.  So I applied for the pattern shop and was 

accepted.  And it was a very interesting trade.  Actually, has nothing to do with 

dress making patterns or anything like that.  You make things mostly out of wood 
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for use in the foundry to make castings.  Most of the castings were ship parts, 

many of them valves.  A steam ship has a lot of valves and submarines do too. 

But they also made little things like patterns for ship propellers and other parts of 

ships, pipes, where the anchor chains flows through to lower or raise the anchor. 

Or keel posts.  The keel is part of the ship at the back of the ship.  Anyhow, it was 

a very interesting thing.  And I did well in the shop.  It was a four-year program.  

And every fourth week we went to the apprentice school, which was of course 

where you learned naval terminology, how to write naval reports, things of that 

sort.  You learned, spent a good deal of time at mechanical drawing.  And 

fortunately I took mechanical drawing in high school and did very well.  And I 

was at one time as an apprentice given a special project to make a drawing on 

vellum. Or no, I guess it was actually the cloth drawing paper.  And it turned out 

so well that the apprentice school printed it and put it on the front of the room as 

an example of what apprentices could do. But anyhow, what happened was that 

every six months you’d take an exam to see whether you did well for that six 

months.  And if you were up in the 90 percent or higher area, maybe it was 95 

percent, but anyhow, you were then allowed to take the exam, the apprentices six 

months ahead of you had taken. And if you passed that, instead of being promoted 

for six months, you got promoted for a year.  And you got a raise.  It started, I 

think, at thirty cents an hour as an apprentice, which seems very low these days. 

But remember, the shipyard workers, the machinists and most of the shipyard 

workers only made $8 or so a day, $1 an hour. The pattern makers were making 

$12.  But the pattern makers was probably the only shop, it wasn’t formally 
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unionized, but everybody in the shop belonged to the union including apprentices 

and we paid $.25 [in dues] a month and the union workers who were already 

pattern makers, paid over $5.00 a month. But the reason they were all members of 

the union, the patterns makers are not a large trade and most of them worked in 

San Francisco and Oakland. And when they got raises in the private shipyards and 

private foundries and machine shops, the pattern makers and the other people in 

Mare Island also got raises.  And so the pattern makers felt it was in their best 

interest to belong to the union, even though the Navy didn’t recognize the union.  

But what happened was that every six months I would pass the advanced exam. 

And so I finished my four year apprenticeship in two years and I was the first one 

ever to do that.  And the funny thing was that the union decided that I really 

wasn’t a pattern maker, even though the Navy was paying me pattern maker 

salary, because I had finished the apprenticeship. But then the local branch of the 

union went to San Francisco and said, “You might as well charge them the $5.35 

a month instead of the $.25. The Navy thinks he’s a pattern maker and you’re just 

cutting your own throat.”  Because the union said, “The apprenticeship is for four 

years.” Well then they relented and I paid the $5.35 a month. And then after I left 

Mare Island the war ended, as you know, on August 14.  That was the J day, when 

Japan finally surrendered after two bombs had been dropped. The first bomb was 

actually assembled at Mare Island and taken over on the cruiser Indianapolis.  

And there was a large wooden box that was put in that was on the bow of the ship, 

in such a way that if the ship had been sunk before it reached, I think Saipan was 

the island that the plane took off from, that the box would float and the bomb 
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could be reclaimed and still brought to Saipan.  Fortunately, the cruiser got to 

Saipan all right.  But after it left Saipan, I thought it would be returning to Mare 

Island but it didn’t.  It went on for some reason, they got new instructions to head 

to Manila. And on the way to Manila it was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine 

and it sank and about 1,000 crew members lost their lives and the captain of the 

ship was court-martialed because he had been going without zigzagging. And the 

court claimed that if he had zigzagged, the ship would not have been sunk by the 

Japanese submarine.  Later on, the Japanese submarine captain said he could have 

sunk the ship anyhow, even though it had not zigzagged.  And I think the ship was 

alone without any escort because there weren’t that many Japanese ships left by 

that time in the war.  And I will say this, that posthumously, President Clinton, 

what’s the term when you excuse somebody who’s been convicted of a crime, 

pardoned him, that’s right.  And it was largely because of a young man, I don’t 

remember whether he was living in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana or not, but he 

got very interested in the story.  There was a movie made about it and looked into 

it.  And there were still some of the survivors of the crew who hadn’t died.  They 

went down in shark infested waters and for some reason, the Navy didn’t realize 

that the ship was heading to Manila.  And I don’t know why that is.  And so it 

wasn’t until the ship didn’t arrive in Manila, that an alarm went out to look for the 

ship to see what happened. And they finally found some of the survivors on rafts 

in the ocean where the ship had gone down.  But most of them had lost their lives 

to sharks and that sort of thing.  So it was a terrible tragedy and I suppose there’s 

a lot of emotion associated with it.  We at Mare Island had assumed, and I don’t 
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know what the evidence was, that because the ship had been instructed to go as 

fast as it could, to get to Saipan.  And we thought maybe it had damaged its 

bearings in the process.  The bearings of the propeller shaft. Thee are two 

propellers on a cruiser.  And one on each side.  And that maybe this was the 

reason but I think that was an incorrect assumption.  Apparently the bearings were 

perfectly all right and the ship was able to cruise at normal speeds when it was 

torpedoed.  But that was something very sad, because here the war was almost 

over and another 1,000 men or so lost their lives.  And how the second bomb 

which was the plutonium bomb got to Saipan I’m not sure, because we weren’t 

involved. The first one was assembled at Mare Island. It was the nuclear part was 

flown from New Mexico to Hamilton Field, which is in Marin County and then it 

was taken by truck to Mare Island, where the rest of the bomb was already 

located.  And it was assembled there.  I think there were more things that had to 

be done just before the plane took off to arm the bomb, but in any event, I was 

cleared for top secret and had access to the code room.  I had access to just about 

any part of the Navy yard at anytime of the day.  And the Navy was very careful 

about where people went, even officers and enlisted men, let alone civilian 

employees.  Had to have a certain badge to be there at a certain time and indicated 

what locations they could be on.  You had a regular badge with your photo and 

shop number and all of that. But then you had this other badge that didn’t have 

your photo but indicated where you could go on the shipyard or base.  

Fortunately, well I don’t know how fortunate it was, I was able to be, because of 

my assignment during the war, I was no longer working as a pattern maker.  
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Officially if you look at my Navy record it would show I was a pattern maker 

until I left after the war ended.  But I was actually doing something else that was 

secret.  At one time, and the Admiral knew what I was doing and I was working 

under a captain, a captain S.L. Owen.  A captain in the Navy is equivalent to a full 

colonel in the Army.  A captain in the Army is, as you know, a fairly well, I think 

it’s second lieutenant, first lieutenant and then captain.  And then after captain, 

major and then lieutenant, colonel and colonel.  But in the Navy it’s ensign, 

what’s the lieutenant.  Before they’re a full lieutenant, they’re lieutenant JG.  And 

then they get to be lieutenant, lieutenant commander, commander, and then 

captain. And then for a while, the rank was used again during World War II, there 

were commodores.  A commodore was one with a very wide gold stripe.  And 

then the next was rear admiral, which was a wide stripe and then a narrow gold 

stripe going around your sleeve.  But the admiral was a rear admiral in charge of 

the base.  And once he had three members of the house Armed Services 

Committee, the chairman at the time was Richard Russell of Georgia, who later 

became a U.S. Senator.  And one of the Senate office buildings is now named for 

him.  And I was told by Captain Owen, if any of these men that had lunch at the 

commodore’s residence, which is only about a block from where I was working, 

any of these men ask you a question, don’t tell them anything. They can’t know.  

But they didn’t ask me any questions at all.  I think the admiral had told them 

what I was doing.  Actually they just came after luncheon and said hello.  I met 

the three and I don’t even recall who the other two were. But I do remember 

Richard Russell was the name of the chairman. So that was an interesting 
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experience. I really had some very interesting experiences and I’ll say this:  I was 

thinking when President Carter was in office and our embassy in Iran was 

occupied by the Iranians and the people there were held hostage, they had to use 

shredders to shred the secret documents. And the Iranians in the process, even 

though the shredded pieces were very small, were able to re-assemble them and 

find out what some of the things the U.S. was learning and sending back to 

Washington. But our documents, when we no longer needed them, I was myself 

personally sent over to the power plant, which was guarded at that time by Marine 

sentries, and Captain Owen would call over to the power plant and tell them that I 

was on my way and to let me in.  And then the fire door of one of the gas-

powered power plant doors was open and I would throw the documents in.  So 

they were completely burned.  Nobody could have reassembled them. They were 

as ashes.  Not very much left I don’t think.  But I guess in Iran they didn’t have a 

place that they could burn all of their documents.  But the Navy was pretty careful 

about security, I thought, during World War II.  And we had all sorts of posters 

around saying, “Loose lips sink ships” and things of that sort.  And we did lose 

ships during the war. I’m talking about the time since Pearl Harbor.  But 

thankfully during the Battle of Midway, Admiral [Chester] Nimitz correctly 

assumed, on the basis of some intelligence as well, what the Japanese were up to, 

and we were able, with the limited number of aircraft carriers that we had, to sink 

all of their aircraft carriers that were at Midway. After that, the Japanese Navy 

was not nearly as well prepared, even though it had a large Navy, to defend itself 

and ultimately most of their ships were sunk.  
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But getting back to, I left Mare Island because I was working there to be  

able to save money to go to college and while I was working there, I also was able  

to pay off the mortgage on my parents’ house, thank goodness.  And that’s what I  

did as soon as I could because I didn’t know whether I’d have to go into the  

military myself, although the Admiral had arranged for me to take an exam that 

would admit me to Annapolis.  And I passed the written exam but I didn’t pass 

the physical. In fact, that was the first time that I found out that I was myopic.  A 

little bit myopic but still didn’t meet the requirements at that time. They required 

you have no myopia at all to be able to go to Annapolis.  And then, later on, I just 

stayed at Mare Island until the end of the war, saving my money and hoping to go 

to college after the war ended.  And I was able to do that.  But right after the war 

ended, I got a job at a pattern shop at Berkeley called the Acme Pattern Works, 

and I  had a good reputation as a pattern maker on Mare Island, and the Acme 

Pattern Works paid me over union wages.  I was very happy of course to get all of 

that money.  But then in about, I hadn’t planned to start Berkeley until the 

summer of ’46, fall of ’46.  And in February of ’46 the Machinists in the Bay 

Area went on strike.  So this meant that none of the castings were being 

machined, and so the foundries stopped making castings, and the Acme Pattern 

Shop was known as a job shop, where they bid on jobs to make money.  If you 

didn’t do a good job making the pattern in a sufficiently short time, why, the 

pattern shop would lose money. And if you made it, and it cost less money to 

make it than they bid on it, why, then of course, they made a profit. But they 

didn’t have any more work there.  And so I was, what we in the shop, it was a 
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small shop, only maybe six or seven pattern makers, were told that we would be 

laid off because the two men who owned the shop couldn’t make the small 

amount of patterns that they had to make. So I immediately went to Berkeley and 

applied for admission, although the spring term had already started.  They were 

on a three-semester year for a war time program, because they had had V12 

students. Those were Navy students, civilians learning to become Naval officers.  

And it was a week after the semester had started but I was admitted anyhow.  

Although I had to go around to each of the professors to get permission to take 

their courses, which was really nice.  I remember meeting the professor who was 

the chairman of the Department of Psychology, the professor who was, there were 

some courses that I wanted to get into that I couldn’t.  I wanted to take German, 

had to take Spanish instead. But in any event, I started a week late. 

Q. Were you considering optometry at that time? 

A. I was considering optometry because of the fact that the local optometrist in 

Valeo was a member of the State Board of Optometry, and he was the one who 

examined my eyes after I had the myopia. And it wasn’t very much.  I would say 

maybe three-quarters of a dioptor in one eye and practically none, maybe a 

quarter of a dioptor with an eighth cylinder in the other eye. Very little.  For most 

purposes, I wasn’t handicapped in my work.  In those days, the car I had, I did 

have some gas to drive to Mare Island but I had to take passengers, you couldn’t 

get gas to drive to Mare Island unless you took passengers along with you.  

’Cause there wasn’t that much gas during the war.  There was rationing.  And I 

did that, I had a 1932 Ford V8, that’s the first year Ford made the V8.  Bought in 
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1940 for $105.  And it did me until 1947, when I bought a new Plymouth.  I had 

put in orders – in those days you had to put in orders and wait for a car.  I think I 

put in orders after the war ended at both Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth.  And the 

Plymouth came first, so I bought that and got my deposit back from the other two 

dealers.  But in the meantime, I used the Ford V8, and it had quite a few miles on 

it by the time I sold it.  And I was able to sell it for $600.  I had done a few things 

to it. For example, I had put sealed beam headlights on it.  The engine had been 

upgraded, new piston rings and things like that.  There were a number of other 

things.  I had the car repainted.  After all, in those days the paint wasn’t nearly as 

good as these days. And then I got the Plymouth. Yes, I was planning to go into 

optometry from the very beginning and the interesting thing is, after one and a 

half years at Berkeley I had a straight “A” average.  One day, I was living in a 

rooming house in Berkeley.  I got in my mail a letter from the President’s 

secretary telling me that the President wanted to see me, Robert Gordon Sproul.  

So I went to the office and made an appointment.  And she made an appointment 

for me to see him on a Saturday morning around 10, I think it was.  Well, since I 

was living in Berkeley and I was only four blocks from campus, I went there that 

Saturday morning. And since I was going to see the President, I did have a jacket 

and tie on. Went into the administration building, all the doors were unlocked to 

the outdoors but all the lights were off.  There wasn’t much going on.  But I went 

up to the President’s office and went into the secretarial area where there was a 

counter across.  Nobody was there.  But then, I guess at 10, when the appointment 

time was, the President came out and said, “You must be Fred Hebbard.”  And I 
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said, “Yes.”  So he said, “Come into my office, I want to talk to you.”  And he 

told me that he was nominating me for an award.  It was the “Caufrough Award,” 

which would give me $600 – there was a similar award given to a student at 

Stanford, one at UCLA, one at USC, and one at Whittier College. And the money 

came from a man who owned Bay Meadows Race Track. He had set up an 

endowment, so that a student at each one of these universities would get $600.  

And it was after the end of the first two years of college.  And the President would 

make a nomination. So he said, “I’m nominating you.  You have to be approved 

by the Presidents of these other universities and I have to approve their nominees 

too.  You might not get approved.  I've never had any of my nominees turned 

down yet.”  And I did get the award by the way.  But then he said to me, “I see 

you’re in pre-optometry.”  And I said, “Yes.”  And he said, “You know the 

medical profession has much more prestige than optometry. You remind me a lot 

of my son. He’s a physician. He’s on the faculty of the medical school, which was 

in San Francisco, the University of California Medical School, Robert Gordon 

Sproul, Jr.”  Anyhow, he said, “Had you ever considered medicine?”  I said, 

“Well, I figured that optometry (which at that time was four years only, I was in 

the last four class at Berkeley) would be financially possible for me, since I was 

still helping my parents at the same time I was going to school.”  None of us were 

living very luxuriously. But at the same time, I didn’t think I had enough money 

for four years of medical school beyond that.  At that time, you could get into 

medical school with three years of undergraduate work. You could complete all 

the courses.  And many of them had four years, but you could get in after three.  
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He said, “Well where there’s a will, there’s usually a way.  Don’t worry about 

things like that.  But I’d like to make an appointment for you to go over to see the 

medical school.”  He called and got hold of the Dean of the Medical School and 

made an appointment for me.  And he said, “Also, with your background as a 

pattern maker, you must be skilled with your hands. If you don’t want to go to 

medical school or you might not be admitted, I’m not the admissions officer, you 

might consider dentistry.”  And he made an appointment also with the Dean of 

Dentistry.  And I did go over to San Francisco, actually in the case of the Medical 

School, I was taken around by an Assistant Dean. And that was true in Dentistry 

also. But the interesting thing was that I went to the appointment in the College of 

Dentistry in San Francisco, a lady came out who had been the Dean’s secretary 

but she had married a father of a fellow pattern maker on Mare Island that I went 

to school with in elementary school, and of course went through junior and senior 

high school. And she came out the door to the Dean who was waiting for me and 

said, “Say, I know this young man.”  But she had worked as the Dean’s secretary, 

the boy’s name was Richard Mazzoni, and his mother had died during the war and 

his father then remarried this lady, who had been the secretary to the Dean.  And 

she actually had grown up in Crockett, which was right across the Karkanis 

Straits.  It was very interesting.  But anyhow, I did get taken around the Dental 

School. I do remember the name of the Assistant Dean who took me around.  His 

name was Dr. Lipp, which was sort of an interesting name for a dentist. I did 

apply to Dental School. I was admitted.  And I then turned it down in favor of 

optometry.  And whether this was a wise choice or not, I don’t know. But I still 
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had all the admissions materials to dentistry.  And incidentally, one of the things 

that they did do, dentistry at that time, and I don’t know about now, required that 

applicants show their manual dexterity by taking a piece of ivory soap and 

carving it into something that they were instructed to carve.  And he said, “Since 

you served as a pattern maker, I’m sure you have adequate manual dexterity. So 

we won’t require that you take that test.”  And they did admit me then. But I 

turned them down. But I still had all the papers in my files at the office, at the 

College of Optometry. They had been in the office but they were moved down to 

my research room.  And those files, along with a lot of other things including, I 

had three copies of my dissertation Ph.D. with dissertation.  I had come back here, 

after I had finished doing all the research and I had drawn almost all of the plates 

or diagrams for the dissertation, I did it myself because I’m pretty good at 

mechanical drawing. I know Dr. [Glenn A.] Fry had a reputation of being very 

good, but I think I was better than Dr. Fry.  ’Cause I saw some of his work, but 

the problem is, if I had said anything to Dr. Fry about it, he would have probably 

put me to work doing his drawings for him. And the same thing was true of 

machine shop.  I was not very happy with, occasionally did something in the 

machine shop when I had to, but I did it when Dr. Fry wasn’t there.  Usually 

maybe on a Sunday morning or Saturday morning, when he wasn’t there.  But the 

equipment was not well-maintained.  He apparently didn’t know how to grind 

cutting tools and things like that.  He used band saws that were dull, which is a 

very dangerous thing to do.  But even so, they worked. But even later, when he 

hired Tony Disenzo as a full-time machinist, Tony didn’t take very good care of 
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the equipment, either.  And he was a very slow worker. But on one occasion I did 

do something.  The library in the optometry building was called the Topaz 

Memorial Library.  And if you will remember, for years there was a sign up 

outside the library that was drawn on paper.  It said “Topaz Memorial Library.”  

And Dr. Fry had made that himself. Actually, Dr. Fry, I’ve seen some of his art 

work and it wasn’t that bad.  He was a reasonably good artist.  Maybe could have 

even made a living as an artist. I don’t know.  Of course, during the Depression it 

was tough to make a living at anything.  And you know, from your wife having 

been an art dealer, that the value of art is often in the eye of the beholder.  And 

some people think one thing is great and others don’t.  But anyhow, he wasn’t a 

bad artist.  And it was because of his interest in art and color that he became 

interested in visual science. He was not originally an optometrist.  But he was an 

intelligent man, no question about it.  And after he got here, after a few years, he 

had taught many of the courses himself by doing some research.  He knew how to 

read journals and to read textbooks and things like that.  And he probably was 

much more knowledgeable than most of the other people who had taught the 

courses beforehand. So he was allowed to take the State Board of Optometry 

examination here in Ohio and he passed.  I don’t think he was very skillful when 

it came to patients.  But that’s another story.  But I think that the State Board 

wanted the Head of Optometry to be an optometrist.  It hadn't always been true.  

At one time, it was a mathematician.  Of course, originally, Dr. [Charles] Sheard 

was the founding Head of Optometry at Ohio State in 1914 and he was a 

Professor of Physics, who had gotten his Ph.D at Princeton and had done it in an 
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area that related to vision. And so when he came here, although he was a physicist 

in general and knew other things about physics than just vision, physiological 

optics is considered a part of the physics curriculum.  And so the Physics 

Department in those days thought that all the important discoveries in physics had 

been found and that if they were to move ahead, they should apply themselves to 

practical applications of physics. And optics and optometry were one of them.  

And the Physics Department was at that time in the College of Engineering.  It 

wasn’t in Arts and Sciences until the mid-’30s. I don’t remember that.  I’ve seen 

the history.  It was in the mid-’30s that Physics was moved into the College of 

Arts and Sciences, away from Engineering.  I could see how Physics would have 

been in Engineering originally, and in fact, the early graduates of optometry, the 

first graduates of the program, it was a two-year program initially, and the first 

persons to get certificates in optometry were in 1914. But it was called Applied 

Optics.  It wasn’t called Optometry. And later on, actually after Dr. Sheard started 

the program, as soon as he started it, he convinced President [William Oxley] 

Thompson of the University to extend it to a four-year program.  So then the 

people who graduated in 1918 did get a degree in Applied Optics from the 

College of Engineering.  And I’ve seen some of these degrees.  And at Berkeley, 

it was also true, that when Optometry began in 1923, it was in the Physics 

Department.  It wasn’t until around 1951 or so that Optometry was made a 

separate School of Optometry. But it wasn’t until 1953 or 1954 that Optometry 

got its own building at Berkeley. And the interesting thing is, that the building 

that became the Optometry Building was built during World War II by the Navy 
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to support the part of the Manhattan Project that they were involved with.  The 

Manhattan Project was headed by General, I think Lieutenant General [Leslie R.] 

Groves, who had overseen the construction of the Pentagon starting around 1940 

in Washington, D.C.  And he was appointed, not because of his knowledge of 

physics, but because of his knowledge of coordinating a large construction 

project. And even now, the Pentagon is a huge building.  Contains a lot of space.  

Not enough for every part of the Armed Forces, but it’s a big building.  But the 

Navy also had a part in the Manhattan Project, and they built a building right 

across from Cowell Memorial Hospital, which was the student hospital at 

Berkeley for students, not for medical students.  The Medical School was in San 

Francisco.  But that building was built, it was originally called Durant Hall, 

named after a former President of the University.  But during and after World 

War II, the alumni of Berkeley, the Optometry alumni, and some others also, 

raised $80,000 towards the construction of a new optometry building. And the 

new optometry building was to have been adjacent to the Life Sciences building 

at Berkeley and was to have been, have its groundbreaking in the summer of 

1947, when the AOA, the American Optometric Association, met in San 

Francisco at the Palace Hotel.  But some of the faculty members at the Life 

Sciences building, noticed these stakes going up in the area where the Optometry 

building was to have been built, which was in a eucalyptus grove.  A eucalyptus 

tree is a tree that was imported to California from Australia. A lot of people out in 

California think it’s a native tree but it isn’t. But it grew well in California.  And 

so they went to the President of the University and said, “What are you doing, 
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tearing down this eucalyptus grove to put in a building?”  And so the President 

was sensitive to the complaints of the faculty members who complained. Then he 

went to Henry Peters’ father, who was an optometrist practicing in Oakland, who 

had been the volunteer legislative representative to Sacramento.  Actually went up 

on the train and in those days a round-trip train ticket between Oakland and 

Sacramento was maybe $3, something like that, not very much. But he would take 

the train up to Sacramento, do his lobbying, and whatever he had to do. And he 

had a very, very nice personality.  But he was the one who had the fund-raising 

drive for the School of Optometry at Berkeley.  He had two sons who had 

graduated.  His son, Henry, had graduated in ’38, and I think his son, Richard, had 

graduated in 1940.  And Henry later became the first Dean of the School of 

Optometry at the University of Alabama in Birmingham. He’s no longer living.  

But the President decided that maybe Durant Hall, which was a two-story 

building right across from Cowell Memorial Hospital, would be a good location 

for the Optometry building instead of building a new building.  He first went to 

the Dean of Optometry, who at that time was Kenneth B. Stoddard, and said, 

“Would you mind if we took the money that we have appropriated along with 

your $80,000 for the new building, and use that to remodel Durant Hall?  You’ll 

get more space.  It will be more space because the money, which was around 

$300,000 that they had available, wouldn’t build that big a building.”  And 

Stoddard said, “That’s fine.”  And he said, “I would like you to talk to Dr. 

Peters.”  His name was Thomas Peters, “to see if it’s all right with him.”  And 

Thomas Peters said it was a good idea.  In fact, that it was a better location and a 
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bigger building. So the interesting thing in it, was when the program called for a 

groundbreaking of the Optometry building at Berkeley, they actually had the 

dedication of the building.  They actually came there, and they had a group in 

front of the building.  This was in the summer of 1947.  I was admitted to 

Optometry that summer.  And it was sort of interesting.  Instead of having a 

groundbreaking, they dedicated the building,g and they had an aluminum plaque 

on the front of the building that they unveiled that said “School of Optometry.”  

We didn’t actually move into the building until ’49.  It took two years to do the 

remodeling.   

Q. So Berkeley had their Optometry building, per se, before we did here? 

A. Yes, although it was about the same time.  But they did get it sooner, simply 

because the building was already built.  And here we actually raised more money 

here at Ohio State.  I wasn’t here then but Ohio State alumni and friends raised 

about $120,000.  And then Dr. Harold Oyster, who had been a former president of 

the Ohio Optometric Association, but he had gone. He was not one of our alumni.  

He was a graduate of the Northern Illinois College.  After I finished Optometry, I 

was the top man in my class academically.  And I was a good clinician too.  The 

Dean convinced me to go for a Ph.D, which I did.  And unfortunately in ’51, I 

came down with polio. And so I was out of school for a year recovering from 

polio.  And I was not as strong afterwards and I had tremors in my hands, 

especially if I wanted to do something that required fine manipulation.  So it did 

have some after-effects, but ordinarily I don’t think anybody would have known 

it.  I don’t think you were aware of it, were you?  But I was thankful that I 



 21

recovered.  I was on a 70-percent-time contract at Berkeley as clinical instructor.  

I didn’t have the money to go through to get a Ph.D.  If I didn’t have that 

appointment, I wouldn’t have been able to make it.   

Q. Didn’t you practice part-time? 

A. And I practiced part-time in Vallejo also.  That’s right. And so actually, when I 

came to Ohio State, I made less money that I had in previous years.  It was a 

financial burden for me to come here.   

Q. What induced you to come to Ohio State? 

A. Well, I’d given a paper at the Academy meeting in, I guess it was 1953 or 1954 in 

Chicago. And Dr. Fry was very impressed by the paper.  Actually I didn’t go to 

the meeting myself.  Dr. Stoddard read the paper and I had made all the slides and 

everything else. And Dr. Fry asked Dr. Stoddard whether he thought that I would 

be willing to come to Ohio State.  Dr. Stoddard said, “Well, I can’t say one way 

or another.  You’ll have to talk to him.”  But Stoddard told me of Fry’s interest.  

And he also told me that Fry told him, and I had been elected President of the 

Alumni Association at Berkeley, the Optometry Alumni Association a few years 

earlier, and one of the things I did was to start an annual educational program, 

continuing educational program for alumni. And we did it the same weekend as 

the football game.  In those days, you could get tickets to football games, at least 

at Berkeley.  I don’t know about Ohio State.  It’s always been tough here.  But at 

Berkeley, the football team was not as effective as the one here, although the 

interesting thing is, that when I was a student, a new coach came out and he’d 

been the coach at Northwestern.  His name was Lynn Waldorf.  And the first year 
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he came out the team improved so well, that they went to the Rose Bowl. And the 

interesting thing is, the team from the Big Ten that played in the Rose Bowl was 

Northwestern.  Ara Parsegian was its coach at that time, and they beat Cal at the 

Rose Bowl.  And I remember a couple of weeks before Woody Hayes died, I 

often ate dinner with Woody Hayes, but on this particular day I was retired and so 

was he, we were eating luncheon at the Faculty Club and I said, “Did you see the 

story in The [Columbus] Dispatch this morning where the sports editor said that 

Northwestern ought to be kicked out of the Big Ten because it didn’t belong?”  

He said, “They’ll never go to the Rose Bowl and if they ever go, they won’t win.”  

And I said, “How wrong he is,” because they went to the Rose Bowl and they 

won. I said, “I know because I was a student at Berkeley at the time,” and actually 

I couldn’t remember the name of the coach of Northwestern. I remembered the 

name of the coach at Berkeley and Woody Hayes said, “Yes, Ara Parsegian was 

the coach.”  I often enjoyed talking to Woody and rarely did we talk about 

football, because I didn’t know enough about football to converse with him about 

that subject.  If we ever talked about football, it was something that he brought up 

and it was something, I can remember once when Dean Morgan at Berkeley came 

here for a week as our guest to give guest lectures to our students.  And I was 

usually eating in the evening at the Faculty Club and often with Woody.  Now we 

would eat at the same table and if one of us got there early, we’d start eating right 

away. And if he was already there eating, I sat down and we would eat and talk. 

But we usually talked about history or things of that sort.  ’Cause I remember 

telling him, and it was after he was on Channel 10 giving the introductory 
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remarks about some of the war movies, and one of the war movies he talked about 

was I think “Tora, Tora, Tora” or maybe it was the “Battle of Midway.”  But 

anyhow, I mentioned to Woody Hayes that I had met Admiral Nimitz and what a 

nice man he was.  He said, “How did you manage to meet him?”  I told him after 

the war ended, the College of Engineering at Berkeley hired his son as a faculty 

member, Chester Nimitz, Jr.   He was retired from the Navy then.  And he wanted 

to be close to his son and grandchildren, so he moved to Berkeley and had a house 

in the Berkeley Hills.  And Gov. [Earl] Warren at that time, governor of 

California, appointed him to the Board of Regents at the University of California.  

And Admiral Nimitz would often walk up and down Telegraph Avenue, the street 

that led to the University of California.  There were student bookstores and 

restaurants and things of that sort.  And I recognized him and sometimes I would 

say, “Hello, Admiral Nimitz.”  And we would chat briefly. And he was always 

very, very nice. And I told Woody that and he was impressed that I’d had a 

chance to chat with Admiral Nimitz.  He said, “Well, I’m not surprised.  I was at 

Pearl Harbor at one time during the war.  I know that every morning he would 

have breakfast with a different sailor.  He wouldn’t eat breakfast alone. And he 

tried to treat the sailors as if they were his own son. He’d try to put them at ease 

and he would try to find out if there were any problems that troubled the sailor.  

He was not trying to tell them to rat on his superior officer or anything but things 

in general that he might do better.  It was really very kind of him to do this.” And 

I said, “Well, he was a really nice man. And those were the days when military 

people weren’t very popular on campus.  I don’t remember they even wanted at 
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places like Ohio State to drop ROTC and things like that.”  Of course, Woody 

wouldn’t have supported anything like that.  But I said, “At the time I was in 

college, a lot of the men students were veterans.”  I can remember seeing General 

Clark, who was head of the sixth Army headquartered at the Presidio in San 

Francisco.  I saw General Marshall.  He spoke at the University meeting.  He was 

Secretary of State at the time. But there certainly wasn’t any animosity towards 

the previous generals.  And at one time, I guess it was after he had shown a movie 

about General Patton, and I was talking about General Patton to Woody Hayes, 

Woody says, “Did you know that General Patton grew up in Southern 

California?”  And I said, “No, I didn’t know that.”  And he told me and I checked 

him out and he was right.  When Woody said something, you could count on it.  

And I can remember, there was a professor of history whose wife was no longer 

living, so he often ate with the bachelors’ table at the Faculty Club on Sunday.  I 

can’t think of his name right now but he was a professor of U.S. history. And I 

bought a book that he wrote and used for a textbook on Ohio history. But he told 

me that Woody had a very fine collection of history books and that he really knew 

his U.S. history.  He had studied history, I think, as an undergraduate major at 

Denison University, right there in Granville. And Woody liked to talk about 

history.  I can remember once, we had one summer, we had a visiting professor 

from Cambridge University in England, who came to do some research with Dick 

Hill. His name was Gabriel Horn. He was actually an anatomist.  Chairman of 

their Department of Anatomy.  But he and I were eating at the same table where 

Woody and I often ate.  And Woody came and sat down and here Gabriel and I 
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were talking and Woody sat down and immediately says, “From your accent I 

judge you’re from England.”  And Gabriel said, “Yes.”  And Woody says, “Oh, I 

just got back from a two-week tour of England.”  And the two of them start 

talking about English history.  And Woody brings it up. And Gabriel seemed to 

know quite a bit about English history too. So I just shut up. Although we finished 

eating before Woody did, we waited until Woody finished eating. And it was a 

nice summer day. And so we went downstairs together and Woody says, of course 

Woody knew I was going to walk back to the Optometry building to do some 

work, Woody says to Gabriel, “Is there anyplace on campus, I have my car right 

in front, is there anyplace on campus I can take you?” And Gabriel said, “Well I 

have a ticket to the stadium theatre this evening but the show doesn’t start until 

8:00 and it’s 7:00 now.  I think I’ll just walk around campus and get there.”  

Woody says to him, “Well that’s not out of my way.  I’ll be glad to take you.”  

But anyhow, Gabriel says, “No, thanks.”  And so Woody says, “Well, nice 

chatting with you,” and he walked off.  So I say to Gabriel, “You know who you 

were talking to?”  He says, “Oh, he’s probably a history professor of some sort.”  

And I said, “No, that’s Woody Hayes, our head football coach.”  And he was 

flabbergasted. He couldn’t believe it.  But the next couple of days later I told 

Woody about it.  And Woody was really quite pleased that he had been thought of 

as a history professor.  And I can remember once when President Nixon came to 

town, right after he had been deposed, and Woody Hayes was to speak to the 

Chamber of Commerce in the Hyatt Regency Hotel.  And it was on television.  

And Woody introduced former President Nixon, and he gave a rather long 
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introduction.  And unfortunately, once Nixon started to speak, maybe at 9:00 the 

station cut him off because President [Gerald] Ford, then in office, was giving a 

national address.  Well, the next day, actually I took Dick Hill and a faculty 

member from Berkeley, whose name was, his father had been a President of the 

AOA [American Optometry Association] and had been a year ahead of me at 

Berkeley, Chuck Seger.  And I took him, Dick Hill, to lunch at the Faculty Club.  

As we were leaving lunch, going down the steps there from the main dining room, 

here comes Woody up the stairs.  And I say to Woody, “I really enjoyed your 

introduction of President Nixon last night.”  And he said, “Yes, but Ann gave me 

hell when I got home.”  And I said, “Well, it was probably because the 

introduction was so long, but I said it was interesting because President Nixon 

was cut off and didn’t hear very much of what he had to say, because President 

Ford came on.”  And he said, “Well, I know.”   But then Chuck Seger’s son says, 

“Who is that you were talking to that introduced President Nixon?”  I said, “Oh, 

that was Woody Hayes, our former football coach.”  You know what he says to 

me, “That nice grandfatherly man?”  They always expected him to have horns.  

But I really enjoyed Woody Hayes. When I first came here, well, I shouldn’t say 

when I first came here, when President Enarson, Harold Enarson, first came here, 

he took me to lunch one day.  I guess he took all the deans to lunch alone.  And 

one of the things he asked me was, “What do you think of Woody Hayes?”  Well, 

actually I told him I liked Woody Hayes.  And I told him I often ate dinner with 

him, and I really enjoyed those chats that we had at dinner. And I told him a 

number of Woody Hayes’ stories.  And maybe a month later, somebody, a 
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reporter came to town from Newsday of Long Island, a paper published, it’s 

owned by the Los Angeles Times, not the New York Times, but in any event, 

President Enarson said, “I’ve only been here a month or so. I don’t know him 

very well, but the Dean of Optometry knows him very well.  Why don’t you get in 

touch with him?”  And President Enarson called me on the phone and said, 

“Would you mind talking to this reporter from the Newsday of Long Island?  He 

wants to do a story on Woody Hayes.  And I told him that you knew him a lot 

better than I did.”  So I said, “Sure, send him over.”  So we spent maybe an hour 

or two talking about Woody Hayes.  And most of the things I told him were in his 

story that he wrote.  It was a full-page story, and it was reprinted all over the 

country.  And optometrists that I knew from the National Board and other places 

that I had met them, from AOA meetings, they would never respond to anything 

that I printed in the Academy Journal or AOA Journal or places like that. But I 

got all these letters with these clippings from the local newspapers that they 

printed out and sent back to him.  I was mentioned quite prominently in this story.  

And it was obvious that they read those stories about Woody Hayes and Ohio 

State football and were really impressed that I was mentioned.  But I really 

enjoyed that, and I really enjoyed Woody, too.  I was sorry that he left his career 

as he did.  In many ways he sort of emulated General Patton in that regard.  Later 

on, I was glad to see when President [Edward] Jennings came here, that he 

renamed the street in front of the stadium Woody Hayes Drive.  Because a lot of 

people in Columbus do have a high regard for Woody, despite his rather 

unfortunate end. And I can remember President Enarson telling me that wherever 
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he went, he was known as the President who fired Woody Hayes.  That apparently 

was the main thing. In fact, he told me once, “Whenever I go traveling and I sit 

next to somebody and they ask me what I do and I tell them that I work at Ohio 

State, I’m the President, they immediately ask me about Woody Hayes.  They’re 

not interested in me.” But that’s the way it is.   

Q. Didn’t President Enarson have some oOptometric connection after he left Ohio 

State? 

A. Yes, the Council on Optometric Education appointed him as a public member to 

the Council on Optometric Education. That’s right. And the public member gets 

maybe $100 a day, plus expenses.  And although he never came to Ohio State 

when the Council on Education went to visit a school, because it would be 

considered a conflict of interest, because he had formerly been President here.  

And long he served; he may have served for two terms, which would be ten years.  

But I used to see him, the last time I went to an AOA meeting, I didn’t meet with 

the Council on Education because I was about to retire  The AOA meeting was in 

June 1988, and I was to retire the first of July.  And so the Council on Education 

didn’t want anything to do with me anymore. So they didn’t invite me to meet 

with them. But previously at all the meetings of the Council on Education and all 

the heads of the other schools, had been invited to meet with the Council on 

Education.  And he was always there.  And I will say this about President 

Enarson, I enjoyed working with him.  I actually enjoyed working with President 

[Novice] Fawcett, too.  Unfortunately, President Fawcett did not have any 

experience in University administration before he came to Ohio State.  He was 
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hired at the same time I did. He came here on the first of September of 1956.  I 

was hired to begin then, but my father was close to death and my mother didn’t 

want me to leave.  So I postponed it until the first of January and came back then.  

But I found out after I got here and started talking with faculty members at the 

Faculty Club – not our faculty from elsewhere – that President Fawcett initially 

didn’t realize there were all these University committees that made 

recommendations. And he started doing things all differently, and he had to be 

told that that’s not the way the University does things.  He had been 

Superintendent of Schools in Columbus, and they do things somewhat differently. 

And there were people even later on, when Fawcett had done a lot of good things 

for Ohio State, who still resented how Fawcett handled himself initially.  ’Cause I 

remember I was on the Board of Control at the Faculty Club at one time, and we 

had had a manager who was a graduate of the Hotel School at Cornell University 

and he had been manager for quite a while.  But as it turned out, he mismanaged 

the Faculty Club.  When you joined the Faculty Club in those days, you paid a 

deposit, depending upon your rank. Instructors paid $25; then if you got promoted 

to assistant professor you paid another $25, and by the time you got to full 

professor you had paid $100. And that was to be a continuing endowment, of 

which the interest would help to subsidize the Faculty Club. Well, without letting 

the Board of Control know or at least apparently the Board of Control didn’t 

know, he spent all the money in the endowment, the previous manager spent it, 

and none of the endowment was left.  And when you retired you were supposed to 

get your deposit back, unless you decided to give it to the Faculty Club as a gift, 
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which you could do. But initially, it wasn’t a tax-deductible gift.  It could be if 

you gave it.  Then, while I was on the Board, we were the ones who found out 

about all of this, and we even owed $25,000 in unpaid grocery and meat bills. 

And President Fawcett came up with $25,000 of development fund money from 

the University to pay off the bills we owed, and said, “However, I will never, ever 

bail you out again. You better get your budget under control.”  We, of course, 

fired the manager and we he heard about Don Hurd, who had owned the Clock 

Restaurant on North High Street downtown. He had just sold the restaurant, and 

we got in touch with him to find out would he be interested in being the manager 

of the Faculty Club and we told him the problems we had had.  And so he took 

over and did a good job.  And he was with us maybe for four or five years. Then 

he decided to open a restaurant of his own on 315 north of the outerbelt here.  I 

forget the name of what it is, but he still runs it.  But at the time that President 

Fawcett gave us the $25,000, the Board of Control, I wasn’t the Chairman.  Dick 

Baning, who was Dean of the College of Biological Sciences at the time, thought 

it would be a good idea if we called the west dining room upstairs, the private 

dining room upstairs, the Fawcett Room.  So we decided to do that in appreciation 

of what President Fawcett had done for us.  But when other faculty members 

found out what we had done, we got a lot of complaints about it. That he doesn’t 

deserve to have anything here named after him.  And so we never put out the sign 

above the door, but we never rescinded the resolution to name it the Fawcett 

Room.  And I know after I was off the Board of Control, President Fawcett asked 

me, “When are they going to put out the sign?” 
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Q. Did they ever? 

A. No, they never did. I said, “Well, I’m no longer on the Board of Control.”  And I 

said, “It really should be there.”  But I didn’t want to tell him that we’d had a lot 

of complaints.  He was really a nice man, to me at least. I don’t have any personal 

complaints about President Fawcett. And he did understand the situation – when 

we wanted the OD degree, he was in our corner. And there was a lot of opposition 

from medicine, as you well know.  And I can remember one Sunday when I came 

here to the Faculty Club for brunch, [then-U.S.] Sen. [John] Bricker and his wife 

were there at the same time. And Sen. Bricker knew who I was.  He said, “Instead 

of sitting by yourself, sit with us this morning.”  And I said, “Sure.”  And so he 

told me the story about how they passed the OD degree, Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees at the time, he said, “We always have breakfast with President Fawcett 

beforehand at his house.  And if there are any special things he wants to bring up, 

he does it.”  And on that occasion that the OD degree was being considered, he 

said, “You know there’s a lot of opposition from medicine, but I want it anyhow.  

And I hope that you’ll all pass it.”  And they agreed to pass it.  Actually, it might 

not have been known but one of the other trustees, he was the President of one of 

the steel companies up in Cleveland at that time, his wife was the sister of the 

wife of an optometrist up there, and the optometrist had talked to this steel 

company president about the OD degree, and he agreed too that it was a good idea 

that we have it.  So we knew we had him in our corner.  And also, most people 

don’t realize that Dr. Claude Perry, who was an ophthalmologist and he was 

probably the leading society ophthalmologist in town, he was a good 
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ophthalmologist and he was close to retirement at that time.  But he was in our 

corner, too. His wife was from North Carolina, and of course, that’s where Dr. 

Fry and Mrs. Fry came from, too. So they were good friends personally.  So I’ll 

have to say that we did have people like Claude Perry, who wrote letters to the 

Board of Trustees and were in favor of the OD degree.  Then, Chairman of 

Ophthalmology, Dr. [William] Havener, was not in favor of it. And he had done a 

lot of things to try to torpedo it, including sending his mother-in-law to Dr. 

Elrock’s private practice downtown.  He practiced part-time and Dr. Robert, oh 

what’s his name in the Heartman Theatre building … 

Q. We got our OD degree then, the first ones I know here were granted in June of 

1966. 

A. That’s right, that’s right.  But in any event, President Fawcett, for several reasons, 

number one, he thought it was the right thing to do.  And secondly, the Chairman 

of the Board of Regents, which had just been established by state law, signed by 

the governor, which was the coordinating Board for all the state universities and 

which provided for the establishment of community colleges, was Dr. Harold 

Oyster, an optometrist.  And he wanted to have the resolution approving the 

optometry OD degree approved.  And if it were set on all new degrees at all the 

state universities had to be approved by the Board of Regents as part of the law.  

And he wanted this to be one of the first degrees, and as it turned out it was the 

first degree to be approved by the Board of Regents.  As it worked out, later on 

Harold Oyster sent me, I had already retired, but when he was cleaning out some 

of his own records, he sent me the copy of the resolution that the University had 
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sent, recommending that the OD degree be passed.  And of course, it was signed 

by President Fawcett.  And also whoever was Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

at the time as well.  And maybe John Mount, who was Secretary of the Board of 

Trustees.  I don’t have it right now because I gave it to Dr. Schessler, who 

succeeded, one of my successors.  I was cleaning out some of my things, and I 

thought that it would be appropriate for the college to have it instead of me, 

personally.  But I think Dr. Oyster gave it to me because, originally after I came 

here, I had been on the Alumni Council at Berkeley. I had done such a good job 

of organizing the Optometry Alumni Association, that the University made the 

Optometry Alumni Association a constituent alumni group of Berkeley, 

previously medicine, law and dentistry had been constituents. And we were the 

fourth constituent group. I think they’ve added a few more since I’ve left 

Berkeley. And at the same time, I was also shortly afterwards elected to the Board 

of Trustees of the main University Alumni Association. And I enjoyed that very 

much.  It was mostly Alumni Association members, and trustee members were 

very important people. Governor Warren, for example, and other really important 

people in California.  There was one who sat next to me, and his name was Walter 

Haas.  When I was a boy, there used to be a candy company in San Francisco 

called Haas Candy. And we were seated alphabetically around the big table, 

bigger than this, that we met at in the Alumni House.  And once, before a 

meeting, I asked him if his family was the one who owned the Haas Candy 

Company in San Francisco. He said to me, “Oh no, I’m the President of Levi 

Strauss.”  And so at the next meeting, I still have it, he brought a book about the 
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history of Levi Strauss and gave it to me.  And he invited me to the new business 

college building at Berkeley, which is right across from the Optometry School, 

they tore down Cowell Hospital and put up a new student health services building 

and put the new business college there.  I got an invitation from him for the 

dedication of the new business college, which is known, it is named after his 

father, the Walter J. Haas School of Business.  The family gave $25 million 

toward the new building.  And then the gymnasium, the basketball pavilion at 

Berkeley, Walter Haas died a couple of years ago and the family gave $10 

million, and the previous basketball arena, which held about 8,000, was enlarged 

to hold about 12,000.  And that’s now the Walter Haas, Jr. Basketball Arena.  But 

anyhow, I was really pleased to be invited to the dedication, and it was while 

President [Gordon] Gee was here.  And I had been invited to his house for dinner 

on several occasions, and the occasion after I had been out there to Berkeley, I did 

tell him I had been invited to the dedication of the new business building at 

Berkeley. And President Gee said to me, “Yes, I know they have a fine new 

building but ours is going to be even bigger.”  And he was right.  The new 

business building is really, actually it’s more than one building, is really 

impressive.  Can you stop it? 

Q. We have taken a short break here.  I must interject at this time while Dr. Hebbard 

is out of the room but Dr. Hebbard, as Director of the School of Optometry and 

Dean of the College of Optometry, was instrumental in both the school receiving 

the OD degree and then us becoming a College of Optometry.   
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A. As a result of being on the Alumni Council at Berkeley, we met usually with the 

President of the University maybe for an hour or so, and also the Chancellor at 

Berkeley, who at that time was Clark Kerr.  The Chancellor at Berkeley is the 

head of the Berkeley campus.  Each campus has its own Chancellor.  He later 

became President of the University of California, but while I was on the Alumni 

Council he was given the task by the state legislature of California to develop a 

master plan of higher education for the State of California.  The State of 

California is a lot bigger than Ohio, and it already had a state university, 

University of California, with a number of campuses, the main one being at 

Berkeley and others at UCLA and Davis and Riverside and several others, San 

Francisco for the medical and dental and pharmacy colleges, and nursing college.  

But in any event, when I came back to Ohio, I had a draft copy that was 

mimeographed, distributed to the Alumni Council and his thoughts about the 

master plan for higher education in California. Well, later, it was adopted by the 

legislature and after that, he was also asked, after he was no longer President of 

the University of California, after Ronald Reagan became governor.  In 

California, the governor is by office the Chairman of the Board of Regents of the 

University of California. And he had felt that Kerr was much too soft when the 

riots occurred on the Berkeley campus.  They occurred there before they occurred 

here, by the way.  And he had actually campaigned for governor, indicating that 

he was going to crack down on the University for being irresponsible and 

allowing a lot of damage to buildings and so forth.  And the head of the San 

Francisco State University was [Samuel] Hayakawa, a Japanese American, who 
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had really cracked down on the demonstrators, and Gov. Warren was very 

impressed with how he had handled things.  Later, he became elected to the U.S. 

Senate from California. But as soon as he became governor, he saw to it that 

Clark Kerr was replaced as president.  Now, he wasn’t mean. He gave Clark Kerr 

the same salary as he had had as president and made him a University professor, 

which essentially meant he had no responsibilities, and Clark Kerr was then given 

a mandate to prepare a report on higher education for the country as a whole. And 

he later published it and then later on published a report on medical education.  

But then I came back here, and one of the reasons I was hired by Dr. Fry: Dr. Fry 

had told Dr. Stoddard that he couldn’t get anybody to take any responsibility here 

at the School of Optometry.  That he wanted somebody who would succeed him 

as Director of the School of Optometry.  And Dr. Stoddard had told me that he 

hoped that I would succeed him at Berkeley.  And that it would be good 

experience for me to go back to Ohio State.  He said as far as he was concerned, 

Berkeley and Ohio State were the really two leading optometry programs in the 

country and in the world.  No others were equal. And I would have to say that he 

had good reason for thinking so.  But when I came back here, and actually Dr. Fry 

came back here in the summer of 1956 to be interviewed, and Dr Fry at the time 

did tell me that he had in mind that I would be his successor.  And he said, “But I 

want you to get the lay of the land,” and that sort of thing. And one of the things 

that I told him, and I knew of his wanting to have the OD degree, Berkeley 

wanted it and so did Indiana, was that we really didn’t have the facilities for the 

OD degree. And he said, “Well, Dr. Oyster is still in the legislature.  He is the past 
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president of the state association.  And he was the one who got our $200,000 state 

appropriation when we built this building.  We had $120,000 that we had raised 

through the Development Fund. Why don’t you talk to Dr. Oyster about it?” And 

I said, “Well, let’s first of all decide what we need first.”  So Dr. Fry appointed 

me to chairman of the committee, where all the faculty members were on. Dr. 

[Vincent] Ellerbrock was on it, Dr. Westhimer was on it, and I think that was it.  

Of course, Dr. Fry was on it, too. And we tried to determine what the needs of 

optometry were.  We also wanted to concentrate optometry in one area.  Because 

at the time I came here, optometry still occupied space in Mendenhall Laboratory, 

the old physics building. And so we designed spaces to add to the clinic, had more 

classrooms to build new ophthalmic optics labs, and things of that sort.  And then 

I went to campus planning and showed them what we wanted.  And they 

estimated that the cost would be $600,000 to do what we wanted to do. And I 

actually drew some tentative plans, which we showed to the then-Dean of College 

of Medicine. I had actually pushed the building on an angle, if you look at West 

Fifth Avenue, our building is not exactly parallel to west campus. It’s slightly on 

an angle.  And I had imagined that the ideal way was to go down West 10th. But 

we would have to angle the building. Otherwise, we would be in the middle of the 

street.  And he didn’t want that.  He wanted the building to be perpendicular to the 

original building. And then President Fawcett said that, as far as he was 

concerned, it wasn’t a high-enough priority to put in their request to the 

legislature that year.  But if I could get the extra $600,000 without taking anything 

away from what they wanted. [that] was all right.  I said, “Well, I’ll agree that I 
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won’t get $600,000 if it takes anything away from you.”  And I went to Dr. 

Oyster, who was Chairman of the House Finance Subcommittee on Higher 

Education and told him this. And he said, “Well, if that’s what it takes, I’ll get 

your $600,000.”  And he did.  As it worked out, when the contract was awarded 

after the plans had been drawn, the contract came in at $1 million and we had to 

lop off three floors of the building, mainly because the Office of Campus 

Planning had underestimated the cost.  And I know I told Dr. Oyster that, but we 

wanted to go ahead with the construction of the building, instead of waiting 

another two years to add to it. And I thought we could probably get more money 

later anyhow.  And Dr. Oyster said, “Well, if you had told me a million I could 

have gotten a million just as easily as $600,000.”  I said, “Well, that’s water over 

the dam.”  But anyhow, while I was working with him on that project, I said that 

one of the things that concerned me here when I came to Ohio was how much less 

Ohio State got from the state than the University of California system got.  And 

he was aware that we were not well-funded, although he wasn’t aware that we 

were so poorly funded. Actually at that time, we were about 43rd, 44th, 45th from 

the top in the U.S.  Now Berkeley was about fifth from the top.  There were some 

small states like Wyoming, Alaska, and I don’t remember the others, that spent 

more per capita on higher education than California, but they were small states. 

Alaska and Wyoming don’t have a very big population, and in order to finance 

their universities, it cost more per person. But the people are willing to pay it.  But 

the total expenditure for higher education was highest in California, mainly 

because it was such a big state, and also they wanted good education. The farm 
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community, because California’s farm circumstances are somewhat different from 

those in the Midwest.  And they have such crops as grapes and a lot of fruit, as 

well as other local crops, cotton and things. And California cotton is different 

from southern cotton.  And a lot of those special hybrids have been developed by 

the University of California.  And the farms have a high regard for the University 

of California and its agricultural programs, not only for educating students but for 

the research that’s done there.  And a lot of the high tech in California is a result 

of the University system.  Silicon Valley is almost an outgrowth of what was done 

at Stanford.  If it weren’t for Stanford University, you probably wouldn’t have all 

the high-tech industry of Silicon Valley.  But I was concerned that we needed 

more money for higher education, and I gave him a draft copy of Chancellor 

Herd’s report on the master plan for higher education for California.   

Q. This is Dr. Oyster? 

A. Gave Dr. Oyster, yes.  And he was very interested in it.  And at the time, the 

governor was a two-year governor.  And the unfortunate thing was that the 

governor at the time, who was from Marietta, C. William O’Neill, he later became 

Chief Justice of the [Ohio] Supreme Court.  He’s the only person to have been 

Speaker of the House, Governor, Attorney General, and Chief Justice.  But he was 

from Marietta.  But when he campaigned for re-election after his first two years, 

he had followed Gov. [Frank J.] Lausche, who was a Democrat but fairly 

conservative.  He would probably have been a Republican in California. Governor 

Warren was a Republican but very liberal in most ways.  But in any event, 

Governor O’Neill was not re-elected because he wanted to put a law in, the right-
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to-work law, which meant you didn’t have to belong to the union to work at a 

union shop.  And the unions were not in favor of that, and they really opposed 

him, and he was defeated for governor. And also Sen. Bricker was defeated for re-

election.  And a Democrat was elected to the U.S. Senate as a result.  And so 

Harold Oyster then did some things to polish up the plan, the idea to establish a 

Board of Regents, a coordinating board, to establish community colleges.  When I 

first came here, I wasn’t here for even six months when I was upset because so 

many of the first-year students at Ohio State, the freshmen students coming from 

high school, 60 percent or so of the students flunked.  They didn’t finish their first 

year.  And I looked into it, and it was because we had to take every high school 

graduate in the order that they applied.  And the weak students applied first.  And 

we had a certain limit, we could only take so many. But 60 percent of them failed. 

And I thought that was a terrible waste of life, was very unfortunate for the 

students involved, but there were students who came from certain high schools in 

big cities, I won’t name the cities, but was true of most big-city high schools, 

they’d come in with very high grades saying they were really whiz kids and they 

flunked, fell flat on their face.  And I’ll say this, at Berkeley, the University of 

California system, you had to be the 8 percent top of the high school, and the high 

schools were accredited by the University of California by how their graduates 

did at the University of California.  If the top 8 percent of a given high school 

didn’t do well at the University of California, they could lose their accreditation, 

and none of their graduates could go to Berkeley or UCLA.  So the various high 

schools were very concerned that their students would do well when they went to 
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the University of California. So they were in the upper 8 percent of the class. 

’Cause I can remember when I was in high school, they would tell us, “If you’re 

admitted to the University of California, you do well because we could lose our 

accreditation if you don’t.”  But we had no control over (end of tape). 

Q. Okay. 

A. Anyhow, it did make it difficult sometimes for Berkeley to recruit athletes to their 

football programs and other programs because they couldn’t always get the best 

students to be eligible to enroll at Berkeley.  I don’t know how they’re getting 

around it now.  Their football team has done a lot better this year than it has in the 

past.  Whether it’s the new coach that they hired this year who was an assistant at 

the University of Oregon, I don’t know. But after all, UCLA has to meet the same 

standards as Berkeley and for a number of years UCLA did pretty well in football.  

And I know while I was on the Alumni Council, the University of California had 

done some things that had irritated the NCAA. They had formed a group of 

Southern California Berkeley graduates called the Southern C’s, C being the letter 

C. And they had apparently raised money to induce certain football players from 

high school in Southern California to apply to Berkeley, and of course, that’s a 

no-no.  And I don’t recall exactly what the particular sanction was against the 

Berkeley football program, but there was a sanction at the time.  I don’t recall the 

details. But I know the President of the University, President Sproul, was very 

pushed out about it because it was done without his knowledge. He wouldn’t have 

approved of something that he knew was illegal. And we had odd things here too. 

I think once Woody Hayes had a sanction against his team because he had lent 
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money to one of his football players.  It didn’t amount to much, $4.65, or maybe a 

little more, a little less, for something the boy needed some money and asked 

Woody Hayes for it.  And Woody Hayes was a generous man. He was not a 

greedy man at all. And he gave the boy the money. And somehow the NCAA 

found out about it, and they sanctioned Ohio State for, what I would call, an 

innocent mistake that Woody had made.  And you can see that I’m not a Woody 

basher.  One of the things that occurred when we were going for our OD degree, it 

passed the Arts College.  We were part of the Arts College at the time.  And I will 

have to say that J. Osborne Fuller, who was Dean of the Arts College, was in our 

corner, and we had a number of other people, like the Chairman of the Chemistry 

Department. The Chemistry Department, a fine department, one of the finest 

chemistry departments in the country.  One of our outstanding departments here at 

Ohio State.  As I recall, the Chairman of the Physics Department was in our 

corner.  So we got it through the Arts College, but it had to come through the 

Faculty Council to be considered.  And Medicine was opposed to it.  And Dr. 

Havener had had his mother-in-law – he grew up in Portsmouth, Ohio, and his 

wife was from Portsmouth also – had gone to Dr. Ellerbrock, the private patient at 

his office in Bob Welch’s office in the Heartman Theatre Building, which is 

where the Hyatt on Capitol Square is now.  And he had somehow gotten Dr. 

Ellerbrock to write a letter saying that the mother-in-law didn’t have glaucoma, 

when in fact she had chronic simple glaucoma. But she had gone to him and asked 

him to write a letter for her physician, and he had written a letter.  And I used to 

have breakfast in the Starling Loving Cafeteria, which used to be in the basement 
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on the ground level.  Because I was living in a room at the time.  I couldn’t afford 

an apartment.  I was still supporting my mother out in California and I was only 

making $6,000 a year here.  And so I lived in a rented room in a house in Upper 

Arlington. But I had no food preparation facility.  So I ate all my meals here on 

campus, most of them at the University Hospital cafeteria.  I ate my lunch there 

and my evening dinner most of the time.  And then I got acquainted with Dr. 

Havener.  In fact, he would even invite me to join his seminars. He would give 

morning seminars in the Starling Loving Cafeteria in the morning, and some of 

the other chairmen did.  I can remember the chairman who was in charge of the 

women’s problems.  He would also have seminars for his students, what was his 

name?  He got in trouble because he had spent time and University money 

traveling to Florida.  He had a winter home in Florida and he claimed to be going 

down there, Jack Ulery was his name.  And he was also Mrs. Rhodes’ personal 

physician.  And apparently had done some things that were questionable there.  

He got fired.  But he was the chairman of obstetrics and gynecology.  But that’s 

beside the point, I suppose.  But Dr. Havener didn’t keep any secret that he hoped 

to absorb Optometry into the Department of Ophthalmology. And while our 

building was going up, he was telling me that he was going to move into the 

building and our program would go from a five-year program to a four-year 

program to train ophthalmic assistants to work for ophthalmologists.  And I told 

him I thought he was being unrealistic.  And I tried to argue against some of his 

claims that optometrists weren’t willing to refer patients with eye diseases that 

they were able to detect. And one of the big claims at that time that 
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ophthalmology was making was that optometrists couldn’t detect glaucoma. And 

they would have “G” days.  And in those days, to measure the pressure inside of 

the eye, you used a Shiotts Telemeter, which is a device that required an 

anesthetic to be put onto the eye.  I tried it without anesthetic but it’s very 

uncomfortable and people wouldn’t put up with it, I’m sure of that.  But we  

couldn’t do it, and they were pointing out that optometrists couldn’t measure 

pressure, and they were pointing [out] that glaucoma is the thief of sight, that 

people lose their eyes, go blind before they even realize it.  There’s no pain 

involved until it becomes acute and all of that.  Well, for that reason, I was 

concerned.  And incidentally, he told me about this letter that he’d gotten from 

Dr. Ellerbrock that he had written about his mother-in-law not having glaucoma, 

when in fact she did.  And he told me that when the time came for us to go before 

the Faculty Council, he was going to show that letter.  And furthermore, he had 

some jars with eyes in them that he claimed were eyes that had malignancies that 

had to be removed because the optometrist didn’t find it soon enough. 

Q. I might interject that this was somewhat in the still-formative years of our 

profession. And this was before we had or diagnostic testing. 

A. That’s right, that’s right.  We didn’t have those opportunities at that time which 

we do have now. But at that time we didn’t have that.  And I was concerned about 

this situation.  I had tried to improve the detection of glaucoma through using the 

Herrington Flox Screening System, which helped one to find the blind spots that 

are created when you have glaucoma.  And the arc type of loss of vision.  But 

anyhow, I heard that while Dr. Marg of Berkeley and Dr. Stewart McKay, Dr. 
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Elvin Marg and Dr. Stewart McKay was a physicist at Berkeley, were both at the 

Carol Linska Institute in Sweden, Stockholm, Sweden, which is essentially a part 

of the University of Sweden. And they had talked about ways that you could 

measure pressure within the eye by using a more advanced method that wouldn’t 

be painful.  So that the tenometer could be touched briefly against the eye and 

they came up with an idea.  And actually, Dr. Marg built such a device when he 

returned to Berkeley, with the help of Dr. McKay, the physicist.  And for some 

reason the Dean at Berkeley, who at that time was Dr. [Meredith] Morgan, 

wouldn’t give them any money to move ahead.  And I went to the Ohio Lions Eye 

Research Foundation, which a number of optometrists were on the board [of] at 

the time. At the same time that Dr. Havener went there for something for 

ophthalmology. And this was the first time we got any money.  I got $5,000, and 

Dr. Havener heard me give my pitch.  And then Dr. Havener gave his. I heard his.  

It was to the whole group.  There were about 1,000 people in the room in 

Cincinnati.  Well, I got my $5,000, and he got whatever he asked for, too.  And it 

was the first time we ever got any money from the Ohio Lions Eye Research 

Foundation. We had never asked for it before, but I thought it was important.  

And we didn’t have that much money in our budget to do it and that’s why I 

asked for the money.  And so I gave that money to Marg to build a clinical model 

with some ideas as to how it could be improved from what he had done before.  

The original model was much too big to be practical. And so that was built and 

the first clinical model was actually unveiled here at the state convention in the 

fall of 1940, just a few months before our particular … 
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Q. That would be 1960? 

A. 1960, that’s right.  1960.  The same year that Kennedy and Nixon were running 

for election as President.  November, 1960, not ’40.  But anyhow, you’re right.  

And I got it here.  I went out there and got it in the summer and brought it back. 

And then I got some publicity. Dr. Howard Haines knew the editor of the 

Dispatch.  He lived right near where the Dispatch headquarters were, there on 

South High Street, across from the State House.  And he went to the editor of the 

Dispatch and they actually sent a very nice lady reporter out here.  And Tim Keim 

was my subject and showed pictures of the electronic tenometer being used on 

Tim Keim.  And there was a story about it in the Dispatch, a front-page story, by 

the way. And I also prepared an exhibit.  I don’t know if you ever remember 

seeing that exhibit.  It was in the waiting area of our new building.  It was later 

destroyed by one of my successors.  But anyhow, and the pictures were large of 

Tim Keim.  But I know Dr. Havener thought that it was just a prank.  That I had 

come up with some sort of a device that looked like it might work but it didn’t 

really work. So I was told by somebody in ophthalmology that he invited Dr. 

Goldman, the inventor of the Goldman Oblination Telemeter, to come to Ohio 

State to give a course, continuing education course, to ophthalmologists in Ohio. 

And while Dr. Goldman was here, he was going to expose me as a fraud.  Asking 

me if he could come over and demonstrate my tenometer.  Sure enough, on the 

day that Dr. Goldman came, I got a call from Dr. Havener and he was saying, 

“I’ve been telling Dr. Goldman about your wonderful new electronic tenometer, 

and he would like to come over and see it.  Could we come over at 5:00?”  I told 



 47

Brad Wild, “I would like you to be there as a witness to see what’s going to 

happen ’cause it’s going to be interesting.”  And anyhow, I demonstrated, actually 

I used Brad to demonstrate the tenometer. And then Dr. Havener said, “I wonder 

if this would show the pressure on my radial artery, which is in your wrist.”  I 

said, “Well, I’ve never tried that.  Here, try it.”  And he did. He put the probe on 

his radial artery and he looked at the stylus as it was making the lines on the 

record and he said, “I’ll be darned, there’s my diacritic notch.”  Well anyhow, Dr. 

Goldman thanked me very much for the demonstration and so did Dr. Havener.  

The next day I got a phone call from Dr. Blackwell and he said, “Dr. Havener is 

really impressed with your tenometer. He would like to move it over to the 

Department of Opthamalogy.”   I said, “We’re using it here.  But any of his 

patients he wants to have come over and use it, we’ll be glad to work with him on 

that.”  Well, then I another call from Dr. Blackwell and he said, “Well, that would 

be unethical for him to have his patients go into the optometry building.”  So it 

never got any further than that.  But at least he didn’t show me up for a fraud.  

And then later on, after that first tenometer, the people at the, what was the optical 

company up in Mansfield? 

Q. Reese? 

A. Reese Optical, yes.  They were so impressed with it that they wanted to be 

salesmen for it.  And so they were the first distributors.  And ultimately, they sold 

quite a few. It made Dr. Marg a millionaire.  I never took a cent because I didn’t 

want to.  I felt it was his and McKay’s basic idea. Though I helped by making the 

$5,000 and gave him some ideas as to how it could be better.  And actually, the 
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clinical model, the first model that I have has electric tubes in its recording 

device.  And the clinical model had transistors.  So it’s a lot smaller.  And it 

doesn’t have to be warmed up.  The original model with the electron tubes, glass 

tubes, likes radios and TV sets used to have, had to warmed up for half an hour to 

be stable.  And then you could get good readings. 

Q. I remember putting those on the elevator and we could get that instrument,t and 

about two people on the elevator and that was about it. 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah.  But the thing was, Dr. Havener did come up with a letter that 

Dr. Ellerbrock had written.  As a result, the OD degree was tabled at that time.  

And the interesting thing is, when I saw that letter, I saw it early in the morning 

right after breakfast. And when Dr. Fry came in a little later in the day, I told him 

about it. And he told me, “Don’t ever say anything to Dr. Ellerbrock about it.  I’ll 

take care of it myself.”  Well, he never told anything to Dr. Ellerbrock about it.  

And then Dr. Ellerbrock and I and Dr. Mote, as well as Dr. Fry, were at this 

Faculty Council meeting, Dr. Fry was on the program and I was a witness, Dr. 

Mote and Dr. Ellerbrock. And Dr. Havener really embarrassed Dr. Ellerbrock 

when he got this letter out because he said in part that optometrists couldn’t detect 

glaucoma. Then he started saying, “Dr. Ellerbrock is one of the top optometrists 

in the country. He teaches a course in diseases of the eye.”  And he was really 

saying nice things about Dr. Ellerbrock and I could see him smiling there.  And I 

thought, “Gee, doesn’t he know what’s going to happen next?”  Then he put this 

letter out and said, “But even he can’t detect a simple case of chronic glaucoma.”  

Then afterwards, Dr. Ellerbrock said something to Dr. Fry, “Did you know 
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anything about this letter?”  And Fry says, “Oh, Hebbard knows all about it.  Ask 

him.”  And Ellerbrock was really sore at me because I hadn’t said anything. I said, 

“Well the only reason I didn’t say anything is ’cause Fry told me that he would 

take care of it. I didn’t know that you didn’t know about it.” So that was one time 

I was sore at Fry because he said he would take care of it and he didn’t.  I don’t 

mind Ellerbrock for being sore at me because of that.  But in any event, then by 

’63, the Board of Regents bill had passed. And it wasn’t my intention at the time 

that I gave the idea to Dr. Oyster that it have anything to do with the OD degree. 

But as it happened, when the letter was exposed, that the Provost moved that the 

OD degree be tabled indefinitely.  Then he appointed the committee whereby our 

teaching in diseases of the eye was improved.  For example, we previously took 

our anatomy, general anatomy, with the nursing students.  We got a new course 

that was intended only for our students and it was comparable to the one given to 

the dental students.  And then also we took a different course in physiology.  

We’d taken a lower-division course; we took an upper-division course that was 

actually one that was given to physiology majors. And I think we added a couple 

of other courses to the curriculum in ocular disease and pharmacology, things of 

that sort.  So it wasn’t until the Board of Regents was established, however, we 

put those in within a year. It wasn’t until the Board of Regents was established 

that the University got interested in moving the OD degree off the table. And so it 

was about the time that Dr. Sheard died.  He was in favor of the OD degree also, 

and he had been at the Mayo Institute in their Department of Ophthalmology and 

Biophysics.  And he had written letters in our favor. And, of course, the Mayo 
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Institute has a fine reputation, and the fact that he had been the founder of the 

Optometry program here was recognized.  But the motion was passed by the 

Faculty Council.  And the interesting thing was, and we weren’t expecting it, the 

Dean of Law, his last name was Strong, I understand that he had been considered 

for President of Ohio State before President Fawcett was hired. But anyhow, he 

[Dean Frank R. Strong] got up and supported our OD degree, which surprised us.  

And he said, “You’ll probably understand later why I’m supporting them.  But I 

don’t think that everybody who has a doctorate degree is going to be 

misunderstood and confused with a medical degree.  You’ll be understanding in 

the future why I’m in favor of this.”  Actually, it did pass.  There were some “no” 

votes from medicine obviously, but it was pretty general that it pass.  Then it had 

to be forwarded to the Board of Trustees and they approved it.  And it was Sen. 

Bricker who told me that Dr. Fawcett had told them how much he wanted it 

approved, so that it could be the first degree approved by the Board of Regents, 

which it turned out to be.  But it just happened, the circumstance, I know that Dr. 

Havener did tell me that I was really a clever politician getting that thing passed.  

And I said, “Well it happened that way, but it wasn’t my original plan.”  I was 

really thinking in terms of the University as a whole.  And I thought by the time 

that it passed and became law, that we would already have had the OD degree but 

we didn’t.  And later on, before, I don’t remember who was Dean at the time of 

Medicine at that time, he didn’t serve as Dean very long, but Dr. Havener had 

done one thing.  One time the University had never gotten any money for research 

in its budget appropriated by the legislature.  And one of the things Dr. Fawcett 
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wanted, and this was maybe around early 1960s, he wanted a specific item. He 

had told Dr. Oyster he wanted a specific item in the budget, just for precedent for 

research.  The University had been subsidized by the general appropriation and 

had to use property expenses.  But Dr. Fry, I wasn’t in on the meeting, but Dr. 

Fry, Dr. Blackwell and Dr. Havener were in a meeting with Vice President 

Heimberger.  He was the Vice President for Academic Affairs. The title Provost 

wasn’t used but basically he was the Provost at that time.  And Dr. Oyster agreed 

to appropriate, to ask for $200,000 for the biennium – which half would go to 

opthamalogy and one-fourth would go to the Institute for Research and Vision, 

and one-fourth would go to Optometry.  And it was written into the law that way 

into the bill. Well, what happened was that Dr. Havener wanted the whole thing 

for opthamalogy, even though he had agreed, he was there at the meeting and 

agreed that Optometry and the Institute would get half.  And he went to his friend, 

this lady senator from Dayton, to get her to amend the bill to include only 

ophthalmology. And when Dr. Oyster found out about this, he called President 

Fawcett and said, “Am I mistaken?  I thought there was an agreement with Dr. 

Havener and Dr. Fry and Dr. Blackwell that half would go to opthamalogy, one 

quarter to optometry and one quarter to the Institute for Research and Vision.”  

And Dr. Fawcett said, “Yes, that’s right.  That’s my understanding.”  And Dr. 

Oyster said, “Well, Havener is down here getting his friend’ – I forget the 

senator’s name, I forget the name of the lady senator – “to amend the bill to get 

the whole thing into opthamalogy’s hands.  If he succeeds at that, then I won’t 

allow the bill to be passed and the whole thing will go down the drain.”  And 
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Fawcett was enraged. He said, “Well, he’s got tenure as a faculty member but he 

doesn’t have tenure as Chairman of the Department of Opthamalogy.”  So he 

called the Dean of the Medical School and explained the situation, and Havener 

was released as Chairman of Opthamalogy.  He blamed it on Optometry for his 

opposition to the OD degree, but it had nothing to do with the OD degree.  It was 

his failure to keep his word on that appropriation.  And then later, while 

somebody else was Dean of Medicine, Dr. Makley had been named Chairman to 

succeed Dr. Havener, but he only wanted it for four years and somebody else, 

well I was already Dean of Optometry, they were interviewing other people for 

Chairman of Opthamalogy from elsewhere, but the Department wanted Havener 

back as Chairman.  And so the Dean of the Medical School called me over and 

said, “I know the situation that led to Havener’s dismissal.  But the faculty would 

like him back again.  I won’t appoint him if you’re opposed to it.”  I said, “Well, 

I’ll agree to it on one stipulation.  And that is, that he not go down to the 

legislature and testify against Optometry.  If he agrees to that I’ll agree to it.”  

Well he agreed to that.  And although when it came to the diagnostic drugs bill, he 

did oppose that particular bill. But I really didn’t object to it as far as that’s 

concerned.  But one of the things that he did, while that bill was being considered, 

he wanted the State Medical Board to go on record opposing the bill. And at that 

time, Henry Cramblett was Dean of the Medical School and he was also 

Chairman of the Medical Board.  And Harry Cramblett was the one who told me 

about it.  He said, “Well, if Havener wants to testify before the Medical Board, he 

has a right to do so and I can’t stop him.  But I’d like to invite you to testify also 
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in favor of the bill, as to why you think it’s a good idea.”  And I invited Dr. Hill to 

come along with me at that time. The Board met in the Hyatt Regency, no not in 

the Hyatt Regency, they met there in what is now, it used to be the Sheraton 

Columbus, right next to, not too far from Broad Street, and it’s now something 

else.  For a while it was closed, but it’s been reopened.  But the Board met there 

and the interesting thing is, Havener testified first, which might have been a good 

thing.  And he brought up copies of all the books he had written. He always does 

that when he testifies, to make himself seem pretty important.  And he is a hard 

worker, or was. He is no longer living.  And he was a hard worker, no question 

about it.  He worked long hours, too.  Probably didn’t take proper care of his own 

health.  But in any event, he irritated some of the members of the Medical Board 

by saying that only ophthalmologists should be examining eyes and using dilating 

drugs.  And some of the general physicians, including Pete Atrishes, around the 

table, said, “We dilate our children’s eyes to see inside to make sure that they’re 

healthy. You think we shouldn’t be doing this?  You’re right.  Only 

ophthalmologists should do it.” Well I could see they were not exactly in his 

corner.  So after I pointed out why we wanted it, they voted not to oppose the bill.  

(blank in tape). 

Q. … became Associate Director of the School of Optometry. 

A. I became Associate Director in 1962.  I didn’t know whether it had anything to do 

with Dr. Havener’s dismissal as Chairman. But the Dean of Arts and Sciences, 

actually it was just as I moved into my apartment in August 1961, on Arlington 

Avenue, that he called me. I was in there painting, hadn’t moved in yet.  And he 
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wanted me to come to his office.  He said he was going to find a successor for Dr. 

Fry as Director and he wanted me to be Chairman of the Search Committee.  So I 

went down there.  

Q. Who was this now? 

A. Dr. Fuller.  Dean of the Arts College.  He was a geologist, professor of geology. 

He died about a year ago. But anyhow, I went down there and I asked him, “Well 

I know that Dr. Ellerbrock would like to be Director. Do you want me to simply 

have the committee vote in his favor?”  He said, “Oh no, I know he would like to 

be Director but I don’t want him as Director.”  He said, “Well, I’ll change the 

wording of the letter to the faculty, that I’m only appointing you to look for 

outside individuals as Director of the College. So you won’t have to be worried 

about Dr. Ellerbrock.”  Anyhow, that’s how the letter read. Then I went over to 

Dr. Fry and I almost said the same thing to him.  I said, “I’ve been appointed 

Chairman of the Search Committee to find your successor.”  He was already 

aware that they were going to find a successor.  His term was up and he had to be 

reappointed every so often. And he indicated, actually, it was his decision not to 

continue as Director.  That it had nothing to do with Dr. Havener’s being 

dismissed, which I was pleased to hear.  But then I said, “I think Dr. Ellerbrock 

would like to be Director.  How would you react to that?”  He said, “Over my 

dead body.  A few years ago before you were here, I had an agreement with 

Blackwell, who was still up in Michigan, that he would offer me a job. It wasn’t 

that I wanted to go to Michigan but he was going to offer me a job, and now I’m 

going to take it over to the Arts College and say unless I got a full-time employee 
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put into the budget for the machine shop, I would go to Michigan.  And I told the 

faculty that.  I never should have told the faculty that but before I’d even talked to 

the Dean of the Arts College, who at that time was James Fullington, Ellerbrock 

was over in Fullington’s office applying for the position.  And I got a call from 

Fullington saying, ‘Ellerbrock’s in my office saying you’re planning to resign and 

go to Michigan.  I don’t know anything about it.  Would you clarify it?’  I had to 

tell the Dean, ‘I don’t know where Ellerbrock got that idea.  I’m not planning to 

go to Michigan.’  But it took a few more years before I ever got the money for a 

machine shop man.  I don’t want Ellerbrock.”  But I didn’t know that until Fry 

told me.  He wanted us to offer the job to Dr. [Henry] Hofstetter at Indiana 

[University], who was already in charge of the program there.  He was put in 

charge of the program when it started.  And Dr. Fuller knew Hofstetter, and Fuller 

had two sons who were students at Indiana, rather than Ohio State.  He felt it was 

a bad idea for them to go here when he was Dean of the Arts College.  But at that 

time the Arts College had about 70 percent of the whole University and he just 

thought it was a good idea for them to go where he wasn’t the Dean, which I think 

is a good thing.  And anyhow, he went over there personally and talked to 

Hofstetter about succeeding Fry. And Hofstetter told Fuller that he had no 

intention of leaving Indiana to go to Ohio State, that he was perfectly happy there 

at Indiana, and that he was sure they could continue to move ahead at Indiana. 

And so Dr. Fuller came back and told me that. He said, “Hofstetter is not 

interested in the job. Forget about even offering it to him.”  So then we offered it 

to Marg, who wasn’t interested. We offered it to Henry Noll, who died within the 



 56

last year, who was then in charge of research at Bausch and Lomb, but he had 

gotten his Ph.D here under Dr. Fry.  He had gotten his bachelor’s degree at the 

University of Rochester.  And Henry Noll wasn’t interested.  In fact, he made far 

more money as head of research at B&L than the president of the University here  

made.  Which there was a salary cap of $55,000 in those days. That was true even 

when Enarson was President. But anyhow, it was Herb Moak, we were running 

out of people to ask and I guess Ellerbrock figured we’d finally get around to him.  

And Herb came to me and said, “Would you be willing to take on the position of 

Associate Director if the Dean was agreeable to that?”  I said, “Well, I don’t know 

if he would be agreeable.”  And so Moak breached the idea to Fry and Fry said, 

“I’d be satisfied with that.  So Fry went to Dean Fuller and told him, and Dean 

Fuller said, “We should have thought of that all along.”  And he said, “I’m 

perfectly agreeable to that.”  So Fuller called me over and said, “Now, I want you 

to know that I’d even make you Director, but I don’t think you’ve been here long 

enough.  What I want you to do is, you’ll have the authority to run the college as 

you are Director, but I will determine what you’re salary is and what Fry’s salary 

is.  You take care of all the rest and do all the budget.”  And at that time I was 

also made a member of the Arts College Executive Committee, which [included] 

all the chairmen of all the departments. Fry had been on that, but I was put on in 

place of him.  And I don’t know to what extent other people in the University 

recognized what the situation was. But Dean Fuller said, “Now I don’t want you 

to do anything to embarrass Dr. Fry and let other people know that you have the 

responsibility.  Fry has a fine reputation and he’s doing a fine job.  But I want you 
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to take care of all the administrative matters.  And do all you can to move the 

school ahead.”  Actually, it wasn’t until Ellerbrock died that I was made Director.  

He died in December of 1965.  Then I was made Director the following year.  But 

I didn’t know until after we were already a college, the Arts College sent me a 

whole file of optometry correspondence and one of the letters was there from Dr. 

Fry, who had already sent a letter while Dr. Ellerbrock was still living, saying that 

it was time for me to be named Director.  And that was among the letters that was 

in my file at the University when the file dumped out.  But I was surprised.  I 

didn’t ever say anything to Dr. Fry about it because actually it was to the Dean of 

Arts and Sciences. And I didn’t think, I was already Dean of the College. Of 

course, Fry did not want us to have separate college status and I think he was 

grateful to Dr. Fuller for having supported the OD degree.  But right after I 

became Director, the Academy met in that December in Denver. And every time I 

left someplace, I had to select somebody to be my temporary Director.  And so 

Fry for some reason didn’t want to go to the Academy meeting and neither did Dr. 

Moak. So the rest of us, Dr. [Richard] Hill and Dr. Estridge, and Dr. Brad Wild 

and I were at the Academy meeting. Then I went to California.  My mother was 

still living, and I went to California and I got back here probably a day or two 

before New Year’s.  And there was a whole bunch of correspondence on my desk. 

And when I went through all of them, I found a copy of a letter that Fry had 

written to the Provost, who was Jack Corbally at the time.  And it said while Dr. 

Hebbard was at the Academy meeting, the faculty met again and decided not to 

have college status for optometry. And I was flabbergasted. And I called n Brad 
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and Dick Hill and Estridge.  Incidentally, Norma Miller had still been here and 

she was on a contract, and Air Force contract that Dr. Fry had, but she was listed 

as an Assistant Professor also. And I called and showed them the letter.  And I 

said, “Do you want to back down?”  First of all, I’m rather surprised that Fry 

would do it like this.  He may think that I’ll just sit there and do nothing since 

he’s written that letter.  He probably didn’t realize that I knew Dr. Corbally very 

well, because Dr. Corbally came here about the same time I did and he got his 

Ph.D at Berkeley.  And although I didn’t need him, I never knew him at Berkeley, 

when we both got back here and compared notes and we were both from 

Berkeley, we got acquainted with each other.  And he had been a big help to me 

when I needed it in getting college status. And he knew very well that I hadn’t 

changed my mind, I’m sure. But anyhow, I waited for a few days and then I wrote 

Dr. Corbally a letter and I said, “Somehow Dr. Fry misunderstood my instructions 

and I had not given him any instructions to hold a faculty meeting while I was 

gone.  Most of our faculty members, the majority of our faculty members, were 

out of the Academy meeting in Denver, and I want you to ignore his letter.” As 

soon as he got the letter, Corbally called me and said, “Well, I’m glad you wrote 

me the letter. I can figure out what was going on, and I will ignore just as you 

said.”  And the interesting thing was, the College status was passed by the Faculty 

Council on a particular day, about a month or so after that.  And I had called, we 

didn’t usually have a faculty meeting on Tuesday.  Actually the agenda item was 

in The Lantern, but apparently Dr. Fry didn’t notice it. He didn’t read The Lantern 

that carefully.  But when I got back that evening after 5:00 to hold our faculty 
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meeting, I announced that the Faculty Council had approved College status for 

optometry. 

Q. And you became our first Dean on January 1, 1968? 

A. That’s right. 

Q. And you retired in what year? 

A. Let’s see, was it ’68 or ’67. I guess it was ’68 that I became Dean. He didn’t even 

bother having, Dr. Corbally after the Board of Trustees approved College status, 

said, “I’m just going to leave you there as Director.  You’ll automatically become 

Dean. I’m not going to appoint a Search Committee.”  But he did tell me, “I will 

ignore Dr. Fry’s letter.”  But Dr. Fry, it was very funny, because he got very 

angry. He was angry about the College status, ’cause he thought we needed the 

protection of the Arts College, that Medicine would chop us to smithereens once 

we were out on our own. But he got real sore and he was sore because he said that 

I had told that he could have Dr. Ellerbrock’s XY recorder and Dr. Hill got gotten 

it.  Well, I don’t remember Dr. Fry ever asking me for an XY recorder of Dr. 

Ellerbrock’s, and Dr. Hill had asked me. And so I gave it to him but I told Dr. 

Fry, “They only cost $200.  If you need an XY recorder, I’ll give you the money 

to buy it.”  But he never asked to buy it. 

Q. Now what year did you retire? 

A. I retired in July, 1988. 


