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Mershon Dissertation Fellows

The Mershon Center hosts a competition for Dissertation Fellows, 
graduate students within one year of completing their dissertation (or 
other terminal degree) in the field of international security. Fellowships 
come with a stipend and benefits. For information on applying for the 
2004-2005 Dissertation Writing Fellowships, click here.  

2003-2004 Mershon Center Dissertation Writing 
Fellows 

For more information, please contact 
Julie Rojewski,   
Coordinator of Public Relations 
Mershon Center  
1501 Neil Avenue  
Columbus, OH43201  
Phone:614-292-7529 
Fax:614-688-5743 
Email:rojewski.2@osu.edu  

 Amy Oakes

Amy Oakes is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political 
Science at The Ohio State University. In her dissertation, "State 
Responses to Domestic Unrest," she examines the causal linkages 
between internal unrest and external aggression. The study's 
analytic framework considers a range of policy options available to 
the state in response to domestic turmoil (e.g., enacting reform 
measures, waging diversionary war, initiating a campaign of internal 
repression, or seeking military aid from other states and 
international organizations) within a single theoretical model. By 
generating more precise predictions than past studies of when 
states choose certain policies to quell domestic unrest as opposed 
to others, the model reconciles many seemingly contradictory 
findings in the literature on domestic unrest and war. In particular, it 
explains why studies of "diversionary war" have found little empirical 
support for the hypothesis. She has also contributed a chapter 
entitled, “Gender Differences in Support for Democracy,” to 
Kazimierz M. Slomczynski, ed., Social Structure: Changes and 
Linkages (Warsaw: IFiS, 2002). 

 Yoram Haftel

Yoram Z. Haftel is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political 
Science and a Mershon Dissertation Fellow at Ohio State 
University. His research interests include international political 
economy, international security, and international organizations. In 
his dissertation, entitled “Political Conflict and Regional 
Institutionalization: A Virtuous Circle?,” he examines the 
relationships between regional violent conflict and the 
institutionalization of regional integration arrangements. Mr. Haftel 
has a forthcoming article in International Studies Quarterly, entitled 
“From the Outside Looking in: The Effect of Trading Blocs on Trade 
Disputes in the GATT/WTO.” He also has a forthcoming coauthored 
article in the Journal of Peace Research, entitled “Forecasting 
Israeli-Palestinian Relations.” At Mershon, he continues to work on 
his dissertation and other ongoing projects.  
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