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FORWARD

The Ohio State University College of Social Work National
Symposium on Research and Practice is intended to provide a
mechanism for improving linkages between doctoral scholarship and
the practice of social work. The Symposium papers serve to
recognize the contributions of recent graduates of social work
doctoral programs by featuring those research efforts which offer
potential for making a significant contribution to the
development of new knowledge for the practice of social work.
The format of the Symposium is designed to provide practitioners
with active roles in the discussion of dissertation research
presented by recent Ph.D. graduates from around the country.
Through extensive panel and floor discussions, the practice
implications and applications of research findings are elucidated
and new questions for further research are generated. Through
exchanges of this kind, the symposium organizers hope to
encourage a better appreciation and utilization of research on
the part of practitioners and, similarly, to encourage an
appreciation, on the part of researchers, of the nature of
crucial researchable questions pertaining to social work
practice.

The papers from our third symposium represent the college's
continuing dissemination of recent dissertation research findings
to the social work community. Through this dissemination we
encourage the wider utilization of research in practice. The
third National Symposium on Research and Practice tooi< place on
April 29, 30, 1987 on the campus of The Ohio State University.
The symposium theme was on women's ·issues, poverty and human
service organizations. The keynote address entitled "\I/omen in
Poverty: An Alternative Policy Analysis" was delivered by Dr.
Ruth Brandwein, Dean of the School of Social Welfare of the State
University of ~ew York at Stony Brook. A total of 18 papers on
research related to women's issues, poverty and human service
organi zations were presented by graduates of ,-13 di fferent Ph. D.
programs. Additionally, the conference was greatly enriched by a
concluding talk from Dagmar Celeste, the First Lady of Ohio, in
which she presented her assessment of the symposium themes. The
symposium was an exciting and memorable intellectual event and we
hope that readers of the papers presented in this volume will
find the ideas presented both stimulating and enlightening.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the
Symposium Planning Committee for their superlative efforts in
helping to make our symposium a successful event by every'
measure. The names of the members of the planning committee are
found elsewhere in this volume, but especially I would like to
cite Dr. Gwendolyn Gilbert, Associate Dean of the College of
Social Work, for her leadership in planning and implementing the
symposium, and also I would like to thank Margaret Coleman,
Assistant Dean of the College of Social Work, for taking



responsibility for the production of this volume of papers.
Special thanks to Dr. James Lantz, Assistant Professor of Social
Work and Margaret Coleman for editing the papers contained
herein. Finally, I would like to thank the Graduate School of
The Ohio State University for again helping to sponsor this
symposium.

Richard E. Boettcher, Dean
The Ohio State University College of Social Work
Columbus, Ohio

~larch, 1988



INTRODUCTION

The third national symposium on Doctoral Research and Social
Work Practice was convened April 29-30, 1987 at The Ohio State
University, Columbus, Ohio. The symposium, sponsored by The Ohio
State University, College of Social Work had as its theme,
"Women's Issues, Poverty, and Human Service Organizations." This
broad but interrelated theme provided a forum in which doctoral
scholars with a variety of interests could present their
research.

The studies in this volume includes research on community
based practice, decision-making, and the heterosexuals' attitudes
toward lesbians. The topics presented are timely and relevant to
the changing values in social work practice. The research is
skillfully presented.

We hope you will find this collection of research materials
useful and instructive.

Margaret Coleman, MSSW, LISW
Jim Lantz, Ph.D., LISW
Editors

Symposium Planning Committee 1987:

Chair:
Faculty:

Doctoral Students:

Practitioners:

Gwendolyn Gilbert
Stanley Blostein
James Lantz
Daniel Lee
Beverly Toomey
John Belcher
Deborah Sto!{es
Josselyn Bennett
Edmund Malits
Robert Marrah
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I am pleased to join you today for many reasons. First I
want to offer you a belated welcome to the State of Ohio. I
would have been here yesterday, but I, too, am part of an
education program where I am in training to continue my work in
human services, in the area of recovery and addiction counseling.
Second I am very glad Ohio has had the honor of hosting this
exchange of scholarship and practice, which promises to enlighten
our work in the solution of human problems.

I am especially glad to be with you because the problems you
have been addressing at this conference are among the most urgent
in our society, and the bulk of my work as First Lady of Ohio is,
like yours, devoted to finding solutions to them. The issues of
poverty, equality and social welfare services discussed at this
meeting are of major concern nationally and in this state.
During the past decade, the people of Ohio and the midwest region
have experienced serious unemployment. A major priority of our
administration has been to encourage economic growth and find
meaningful jobs for displaced workers, and to diversify our
economic base as traditional manufacturing jobs are lost. This
growth has begun, but, we must raise the level of opportunity for
those who carry a disproportionate burden of our continuing
economic instability. The policies of the Celeste Administration
are aimed at those whom you have identified in these meetings as
being at highest risk and greatest vulnerability. We must find a
way to prev~nt the predicted feminization of poverty. Our
failure to invest in money means we fail to invest in children
who live in poverty, and failure to invest in our own future.
The sooner we understand that, the better. Not only will we lose
the potential contributions of a majority of children, but their
negative energies will require the use of proving resources for
remediation, rehabilitation and recovery. Not to mention the
mistake of restricting their lives that is the inevitable result
of discrimination, abuse and neglect.

I am very glad to see in your program emphasis on community
based services for people who are seriously mentally disabled,
physically handicapped, or elderly. The movement to strengthen
community involvement is one of the governor's major goals for
tile second term. As human service providers and policy makers,
your responsibility is to COlltinue to use limited resources more
efficiently, at the local level. In Ohio, we have been
successful in bringing to the state research and service dollars
from public and private sources such as the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, the National Institute of Mental Health, and the
Department of Housing and lrban Development 1 to mention only a
few. These dollars are funding innovative community care in
mental health, major research on the homeless, and emergency
shelter grants directed primarily at agencies helping women and
children.
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Although poverty is one of the most serious social problems
of our time, family violence, mental illness, unemployment,
sexism, racism, aging and death occur across the economic
spectrum. Women of all social classes seek refuge from spouse
abuse; housing discrimination is felt by our prosperous citizens
as well as those in poverty. Alzheimer's Disease does not
respect income levels. Those with resources are better able to
purchase services to alleviate their suffering, but they do not
escape the problem. Social work is committed to healing the
social ills of those who live in abundance and those who struggle
on at the bare subsistence level. Your symposium makes it clear
that the research presented here has attempted to enlighten those
who help abusers; it has sought to increase knowledge and reduce
misinformation about people oppressed because of color, religion,
ethnicity, gender or sexual orientation; it has brought knowledge
to remodel the structures of service delivery.

I would like to conclude
challenge. Praise for your
challenge never to forget the
of poverty.

with both praise and a special
dedication and your hard work and a
larger picture of the feminization


