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My Information Needs: 
 

My research project for Women’s Studies 375 dealt foremost with the images of 
Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres’s 1814 painting Grande Odalisque, a contemporary Keri 
lotion advertisement featuring the image of Grande Odalisque, and a political poster 
crafted by the anonymous collective know as the Guerrilla Girls that also featured 
Grande Odalisque. I needed to start my resource search by way of information that 
concerned primarily these images. Then I needed sources that would supplement my 
discussion of these images via discourses that address spectatorship and visual culture in 
more general terms. My initial needs at the beginning of the research process included: 

• Books on the Guerrilla Girls and interviews 
• Books that discusses JAD Ingres’s odalisques 
• Discussions of visual techniques in advertising /the use of women in 

advertisement 
• Another scholarly analysis of Grande Odalisque 
• Fundamental theory on female spectatorship 

 
After I gathered my initial sources and began to write, I met with my librarian 

collaborator, Cyndi Preston, to see if I needed anything else to better support my paper. 
Ms. Preston led me to discover my additional resource needs, which included: 

• Statistics concerning women in advertising 
• More specific discussions of Orientalism as an artistic and political 

movement 
• Other scholarly opinions concerning specifically with the female nude and 

Grande Odalisque 
• Information about the philosophy of the Keri brand 

 
 
My Various Research Tools: 
 

My research tools were very diversified. From the start I knew I needed the 
fundamental scholarship concerning spectatorship theory. These included the writings of: 

• Laura Mulvey 
• Mary Ann Doane 
• John Berger 

Each came from books; luckily I already owned these materials. The inclusion of these 
fundamentals both gave these scholars credit in my research paper and gave my 
discussion support. 
 

Then, I needed resources on JAD Ingres, women and art in advertising, and the 
Guerrilla Girls. For these, I wanted to find books, and I turned to one of my favorite 
knowledge depositories- the Columbus Metropolitan Library. In their catalogue I found 



the resources I needed. The highlight was a primary source on the Guerrilla Girls (a book 
written by them that discussed the image I was analyzing). This gave me first-hand 
insight into the collective’s motives and agendas for their work. 
 

Next, I received the bulk of my supplementary resources from the OSU Library 
Research Database. I browsed the Academic Search Complete and Ohio Link Digital 
Media Center, but could not find the resources that I wanted. But, I found extreme 
success in two online databases. The first was the OSU Database “Women’s Studies 
International”, where I found advertising statistics concerning women in the media 
(Jennie Ruby) and contextual information on Orientalism (Joanna de Groot). I felt that 
the inclusion of these materials gave more background information that increased the 
scope of my paper. Secondly, the most integral piece of scholarly material that I used in 
my research paper is Wendy Leeks’ psychoanalysis of Grande Odalisque. I found her 
article “Other-Wise” through JSTOR, which my status as a student at The Ohio State 
University allows me to easily access. Leeks’ article and analysis became a main aspect 
of my research analysis and led to my paper’s conclusive analysis regarding the issue of 
female spectatorship in the contemporary images of Grande Odalisque. 
 

I should also note that the OSU book archive was extremely helpful and efficient 
for a specific resource that I knew was needed. I went to my librarian collaborator and 
with her looked for Michael D. Harris’s recent book Colored Pictures. The resource was 
present in the catalogue and was available in the Fine Art Library’s Stacks. Ms Preston 
and I quickly reserved the book; I then went to the FAL and was able to get my book. I 
was so very happy, because this resource gave my research paper another opinion of 
Grande Odalisque other than Wendy Leeks. 
 
My Research Experiences: A Refection 
 

The research process intrinsically elicits many successes and difficulties, but both 
the highs and lows are quintessentially what make writing scholarly research articles so 
thrilling. It might become tedious when after revision and revision your work is not 
exactly to your liking, but the constant dig- the constant exploration of your paper- 
creates an end result that is equivalent to painting a great masterpiece. If I were asked to 
describe my writing process, I would answer that for me the process is all about learning, 
growing, and putting your own personal insight into the issues that you are vehement 
about. This is why I believe that the entirety of the research process is a success; even the 
difficulties become successes, because they force you to really live and breath your 
paper, which helps you to discover what is needed, what can be left out, and how best to 
articulate your thoughts. 
  

I can easily state what was for me the greatest success of my research experience. 
I am a Women’s Studies major with a minor in History of Art, so my interest always 
resides in the realm of visual culture, more specifically how women are visually 
represented in history and in contemporary media. I am also extremely interested in the 
theorization of spectatorship and how society affects the process of seeing. In my prior 
research papers analyzing visual culture, I have always used a more contextual method. 



But when I discovered Wendy Leeks’ article, I decided to try, for the first time, the 
application of Lacanian psychoanalysis to my work. At first this was very scary for me 
because it was so new, but it was well worth it. I do not claim to be an expert in the 
application of psychoanalysis to visual images (there is always more room for growth), 
but I have discovered that I can do it successfully and cohesively. This has been probably 
one of the greatest achievements of my undergraduate career, and I am extremely proud 
of my ending result. Other successes that I encountered during the research process 
include: becoming more apt at using online databases, library databases, and 
collaborators who can help you find what is needed for the construction of a better paper. 
 

As I have stated, I believe difficulties actually help papers succeed. Most of the 
difficulties that I encountered were due to the fact that there is so much scholarship in this 
world that can deal with your subject, but may not have the same critique that you wish to 
explore. Because of this, it is hard to find sources to support your own thoughts that do 
deal with your subject in similar ways. But, I learned that this difficulty is easily 
alleviated through perseverance and patience; if you use all the resources available to 
you, via books, databases, librarian collaborators, you will eventually find what is 
needed. 
 

Finally, there were two aspects of my research that surprised me. First, it was 
interesting to see how images, such as the Grande Odalisque in my paper, can be 
manipulated over time for different purposes - in my case, colonialist ideology, 
contemporary advertising, and political activism. The second surprise came from my time 
spent looking at the Keri website, in which I found my advertisement image of the 
Grande Odalisque plastered on every webpage! All these surprises, successes, and 
difficulties are premier examples why I believe the research process is just so 
exhilarating. 


