
Needed Information:  Need to find information for the introduction and literature review 

components for a senior thesis proposal. 

  

- Find current, scientific literature in the areas of: 

  - Nitrogen 

  - Corn/maize production 

  - Nutrient management 

  - Manure fertilizer 

  - Manure storage 

  - Manure application timing 

  - Long-term effects of using manure 

  - Management strategies for fertilizers, including manure 

- Soil properties and production practices for Western Kenya 

- Statistics regarding food security and crop production needs in Sub-Saharan Africa and 

Kenya 

 

List of research tools used: 

  

- Research Databases 

- CAB Direct: This database was very beneficial for finding research articles 

focusing on tropical areas, as it collects many internationally published 

articles. 

- AGRICOLA: This was generally a very good database to find quality scientific 

articles. 

- World Development Indicators: This database provide me with all of the current 

statistical information on both Kenya and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 - OSU library catalog 

- Books: These provide me with basic, foundational knowledge for my various 

topics of information. 

- Articles and pamphlets: There were several occasions that I found a very large 

article or pamphlet on-line, but it was much easier to read the information 

from the library’s hard copy. 

- Google Scholar: This was not as beneficial as the research databases at finding articles, 

but it was helpful at accessing any the document in a PDF if the full article was not 

provided in the database. 

 

Reflection: 

  

My information searching became tremendously more successful after I had discussed 

my project with the librarian.  She was able to give me a lot of tips on how to navigate and use 

the research databases for greater success.  I learned how to better use the search options within 

the databases to get better results.  I also learned how to access the full article from the database 

instead of only the abstract.  In addition, once I found an article I liked, there was usually the 



option to find similar articles or articles by the same main author, or I can do additional searches 

to find additional articles in which my found article was sited.  I quickly ran out of time with my 

assignment before I could begin to truly maximize all of these options. 

I also learned that, within the research databases, if I cannot gain access to a free 

download of the article, I can request it through inner-library services, and they will e-mail me 

the file within a few days.  In addition, I was introduced to RefWorks, which is already proving 

very beneficial at helping me keep track of my articles and aiding in their citations.  Overall, this 

was a wonderful experience for me as I am able to take better advantage of OSU’s library 

resources as I continue to conduct research for my senior thesis and as I continue into Graduate 

School.  I know have a much greater value for all of the information OSU has access to through 

its library and access to research.   

 


