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"Lively books, read with lively 
interest, leave strong and living 
recollections.... The good sense of a 
busy public has practically 
discovered that what is read easily is 
recollected easily, and that what is 
read with difficulty is remembered 
with more."   
  

Walter Bagehot,
Literary Studies, Vol. I 
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See also: What's New on 
the Libraries' Homepage.  

Send items to Patricia 
Greene by Friday noon 
for publication the 
following week.

Calendar of Events

Faculty Meeting

October 14, 1999 3:00pm in 122 Main Library. Agenda items may be 
submitted to Betty Sawyers,  faculty secretary, no later than noon, October 8, 
1999.  

Exhibits

The Studer Years   
May 20 - September 2, 1999.  Philip Sills Exhibit Hall -- Main Library  

Jewish Cartoonists and the American Experience A collaboration of the Ohio 
State University Melton Center for Jewish Studies and the Cartoon Research 
Library.   
June 28 - September 3, 1999. Cartoon Research Library/Reading Room 
Gallery .   
   
For other University events, see OSU Electronic Calendars   
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Announcements   
  

Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, July 30, 10:00am - 4:00pm

122 Main Library
   
Walk-ins are welcome, but if you would prefer to make an appointment you 
can sign up at the Information Desk in the lobby of Main Library or contact 
John Mumaw at 2-6314 or mumaw.1@osu.edu.  

Contributions Needed For ALAO Newsletter

 It's that time again.  If you have, or your unit has done anything   
outstanding, please send the information for the ALAO newsletter to me by 
July 31, 1999.  

Cheryl Grossman   
ALAO Liaison   
grossman.4@osu.edu   
   

 
  

Invitation to a Celebration 
of Dedication and Loyalty 

   
After a 29-year career, Bill Wahl (currently director of the Parent Association) 
is preparing to say good bye to Ohio State.  Student Affairs Administration is 
asking all OSU employees to share with them in a celebration honoring Bill's  
outstanding dedication and loyalty to his alma mater.   
  

     Thursday, July 29, 1999 
     Faculty Club - Grand Lounge 

     181 S. Oval Drive 
     4:00 - 7:00pm 

   
Shortly after 6:00pm everyone will be  invited to march to the Oval to help 
form Script Ohio where Bill will dot the 'i'.  Can you picture it?  Well, you'll 
just have to be there.  Come and prepare yourself to see "a legend in action".   
   
Student Affairs Administration   
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Features

Activities

John M. Bennett, Special Collections Cataloging and Rare Books, University 
Libraries, has received a grant from the Ohio Arts Council, for publication 
support, $1588.  

A Prolific Cataloger and Poet

John M. Bennett (Special Collections Cataloging/ Rare Books) is "an 
indispensable member of the Rare Books and Manuscripts department," 
according to Geoff Smith, professor and head, Rare Books and Manuscripts. 
"He has taken the individual initiative to create and develop our new Avant 
Writing Collection, a collection that has grown dramatically due, certainly, to 
John's assiduous attention but due also to John's  own reputation as a poet and 
his presence as a generous human being that has gained him the respect of the 
many  donors to the collection."    
    
In answer to the question, "Why are you a poet?", John had this to say:  

"Why are you a poet?" you ask.  I have no idea.  I could speculate about the 
human need to control and create the language which controls and creates who 
we are, but that doesn't answer why I am a poet and not the person next to me 
in the check-out line.  But I do have some ideas about what I want to do as a 
poet, and some of those things are discussed in the following afterword from 
my book MAILER LEAVES HAM (Berkeley: Pantograph Press, 1999):   
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John Bennett   

"I've never been interested in poetry as such, but in poetry as a means to an end, 
the means most suited to me, to my bent, a means to obtain a total knowledge, 
or enlightenment maybe.  I'm not interested in telling a story as such, but in 
being all the stories; thus each of my poems contains many of them.  I'm not 
interested in drawing moral conclusions, but in embodying all moralities and a-
moralities.  Thus my writing is not merely literary or cerebral, but somatic; it is 
my body writing, my emotion; my mind (or language) is merely the emotional 
body's consciousness or its viaduct.  The body is what is in organic contact with 
all that is and my writing is an attempt to know that all; to create it.  Thus the 
reversal, concentric, and inside-out structures of these poems, the multiple 
simultaneous "meanings."  

In order to leave "poetry" behind, in order to stop thinking about it, I've had to 
learn it and write it so much that I've found that the basic nature of language 
has changed.  But this is something I had wanted to do since I was a child, 
since before I knew what poetry was; to change the language, or at least, I 
thought later, the language of poetry.  

Simply put, I wanted to change language from an instrument of socialization 
(or, at worst, of institutional control), into a vehicle for liberation, for growth of 
consciousness and responsibility.   

All words are related to all other words; in this book I represent this fact in part 

http://library.osu.edu/sites/staff/Newsnotes/nn072799.html (4 of 7) [6/22/2007 4:28:45 PM]



Ohio State University Libraries: News Notes Online

through sound connections, through kinds of rhymes or echoings.  A focus or 
node of these connections is the poem, which is actually a transduction (or a 
"fake translation") of a text that isn't recorded - it can't be, it's in flux - and 
another transducted text, often in reversed or mirrored form, is often included.  
So there are two or more versions of the poem (or of the ur/total text) in each 
poem.  The real or complete poem can only exist by implication in a reader's 
mind/ear, and only over time.  That is, over many readings, so the reading/
hearing expands to include all language, and thus to change all language.  
Listen to these poems, and listen listen again and again: there is no message 
here, there are no rules by which to live your life.  This is your life and what 
you think has changed.  

 
  

   
Map Librarian Steve Rogers   
  

In Praise of Steve Rogers
 

For the past eleven years (from October 1988 through May 1999) Steve Rogers 
has faithfully served as the minutes-taker for Library Council meetings and has 
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thus rendered extraordinary yeoman service. I can assure you that there are 
very difficult meetings to capture the essence of and to record without being 
cumbersome and verbose. But Steve mastered the art of succinctness, combined 
with clarity and comprehensiveness of coverage, and these eleven years of 
minutes are a monument to his dedication and ability. I am very grateful to 
Steve, as we should all be, for this very important service to the Libraries and 
to the University.  

William J. Struder   
Director of Libraries  

Luminous Lucubrations

Last week's entry, "prorogue" means "To postpone."   
This week's entry is "chanteuse."  

Online resources for this question are available:  

●     WWWebster Dictionary - brief definitions
●     The Oxford English Dictionary - lengthy, historical entries

Laughs

●     Dilbert's Daily Mental Workout
●     Cartoon of the Day

Meeting Notes   
   

 

Human Resources   
   
Information regarding employment opportunities, including appointments and 
resignations was not available at the time of publication.  

In order to comply with University procedures, employees who are applying for 
listed vacancies must complete a Promotion/Transfer Request (form 8931, Rev 
9/97) during the week of the first listing of the vacancy in the University 
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Personnel Posting (green sheet). To ensure awareness of all library vacancies 
which have been posted, applicants should consult the weekly green sheet 
rather than relying on the listing in NEWS NOTES Online and are encouraged 
to attach a resume and/or other supporting documents to the form. Prospective 
faculty and staff applicants who are absent during the five-day posting period 
and wish to apply should see Toni Morrison.  

Library personnel may also view University employment opportunities at OSU 
Jobs 

Return to OSU Libraries Home Page 

Ohio State University Libraries News Notes Online is a weekly publication edited by Patricia Greene. 
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