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Black History Month Display at Science & Engineering Library

Complete Archive

 
Even a fool can govern if nothing happens.  
  

German Proverb
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Calendar of Events 

Meetings  
122 Main Library   
April 12, 2001   
3:00pm  

Suggested agenda items may be submitted to Betty Sawyers   
sawyers.1@osu.edu, faculty secretary, no later than noon, April 6, 2001.   
  

Exhibits 

1901- The Century Begins  
Exhibition is free and open to the public during the hours Main Library is open. 
It will run through April 13, 2001. 

Calvin and Hobbes: Sunday Pages 1985-1995  
From September 10, 2001 to January 15, 2002,   
as part of the 2001 Festival of Cartoon Art.  
The Ohio State University Cartoon Research Library  

The Festival of Cartoon Art Forum  
from September 28-29, 2001.   
  

For other University events, see 

OSU Electronic Calendars  
University News Releases  
onCampus  
University Research News  
  

Announcements 

Ohio State University Libraries in the News
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The February 1, 2001 edition of Columbus Alive, a local alternative newspaper, 
featured an item titled, “Cleaning up OSU’s ‘Shabby’ Library.”  Written by 
Alive editorial assistant, Jenai Cutcher, the item featured an interview with 
James Bracken, acting assistant director and assistant director for Main Library 
research and reference services.  Bracken led Cutcher on a tour of areas that 
justify the need for renovation in the Thompson (Main) Library.  He 
emphasized the goal to create an environment that is “welcoming and inspiring 
for students to do great things.” 

The February 5, 2001 edition of the WBNS-TV 10 News also featured a report 
on the Libraries.  Reporter Kevin Landers and his videographer toured the 
Thompson Library late Monday afternoon.  Bracken, again, provided direction 
and commentary.  He appeared on camera discussing limitations of space and 
lighting in the book stacks and also pointed out leaks in the ceiling and heating 
vents that run too closely to books. 

While both stories focused on the Libraries’ problems, they hinted at changes 
currently taking place in advance of the full-scale renovation.  Phones in the 
stacks, replaced light bulbs, and new study tables are among recent upgrades.  
Every week, there is another improvement.  The Library’s changing and the 
word is getting out. 

Chiquita Mullins Lee  
Communications Officer  
mullins-lee.1@osu.edu 

http://library.osu.edu/sites/staff/Newsnotes/nn021301.html (3 of 15) [6/22/2007 2:02:47 PM]

mailto:mullins-lee.1@osu.edu


Ohio State University Libraries: News Notes Online

Diversity Lecture Series

Before the end of the month, there will be five events in the president and 
provost's Diversity Lecture Series. Information about the series and each 
speaker can be found at  

http://www.osu.edu/diversity 

or by calling Dr. Frank Hale Jr. at 688-4255.  No pre-registration is necessary, 
and all lectures are free and open to all. Light refreshments are available for 
oneself hour preceding each lecture. 

The speakers and topics are: 

Dr. J. Herman Blake, director of African American Studies at Iowa State 
University, speaking on "Urban Militants: The Legacy of Malcolm X, Eldridge 
Cleaver, Stokely Carmichael and Others" at 9 a.m., Monday, Feb. 19, at the 
Hale Black Cultural Center. 

Dr. Emily Moore, professor of educational leadership and policy studies at Iowa 
State University, speaking on "HIV/AIDS in African Americans: The Greatest 
Challenge Since Slavery" at 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, at the Hale Center. 

Dr. Andrew Hacker, professor of political science at Queens College, City 
University of New York, speaking on "The State of Black and White America: 
Implications for the New Millennium" at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the 
Faculty Club Lounge. 

Dr. John B. Slaughter, president and CEO of the National Action Council for 
Minorities in Engineering, speaking on "Real Answers to the Recruitment of 
Minorities in Science and Engineering" at 9 a.m. Monday, Feb. 26, at the 
Fawcett Center. 

Dr. John White, chancellor of the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, speaking 
on "Programs for Diversity that Work and Why" at 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 26, at 
the Fawcett Center. 

A Letter From the Director

Dear Colleagues, 
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You may have noticed the blue Campus Campaign posters appearing in the 
Libraries. The University is preparing for its 2001 Campus Campaign Drive 
again. I would like to thank Noelle Lydic and Steve Rogers for volunteering to 
serve as this year's Library Campus Campaign Co-chairs. They are working 
hard to recruit volunteers and plan several entertaining events to help bolster the 
Libraries' participation in the Campus Campaign. I hope you will consider 
attending and possibly supporting areas of Ohio State. 

Please continue to watch your e-mails for announcements of upcoming Campus 
Campaign events such as the return of the Library Bake Sale. Again, thanks to 
all who have helped with the Campus Campaign in the past and to those who 
are giving generously of your time and talents this year.  
  

Joseph J. Branin, Director of Libraries  
branin.1@osu.edu  

The Library Staff Advisory Council's Web page

The Library Staff Advisory Council is pleased to announce it's first Web page. 

Please visit- 

http://reserves.lib.ohio-state.edu/current/LSAC/lsachome.html

In particular, visit the Events page and the What's New page. 

Thank you!  
The Library Staff Advisory Council  
  

The Ohio State University Libraries   
Celebrates Black History

The Black History Month Program continues this week with special programs 
and exhibits in the Ohio State University Libraries. 

The Black Experience on Film Weekly Brown Bag Lunch Series:  

- Monday, February 19 -- I Shall Not Be Removed, the Life of Marlon Riggs   
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58 mins.  
Film biography of Marlon Riggs, the gifted gay, black filmmaker whose work 
addressed identity issues among African Americans and gays.  Film clips show 
how he evolved a unique experimental style, mixing poetry, criticism, political 
insights, and personal revelations.  The film documents his long battle against 
AIDS until his death in 1994, and includes interviews with family, friends, and 
co-workers. 58 mins. 

- A Place of Rage.  52 mins.  
Documentary examines the experiences of African American women, their 
experience of racial discrimination and its effects on American culture.  
Prominent leaders discuss their hopes for the future.  Includes historical footage 
from the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement.   
  

Screenings are in Room 122 from 11:00 AM until 1:00 P.M.  The films start at 
11:30.  The program includes introductions to each film with a discussion 
afterwards, as time permits.  Refreshments will be served.  

Look for Library bulletin boards to display Black history themes.  Check the 
Black Studies Library Web Site at www.lib.ohio-state.edu/bslweb/ for 
additional information and a link to the Black History Month 2001 Book of 
Days, a compilation of noted events and figures from African and African 
American history.  Library employees receive a daily e-mail from the Book of 
Days.  

Lobby Display  
The Lobby Display Case in the Main Library contains Black history-related 
memorabilia and artifacts.  Black History Month bookmarks are available in 
each library.  These exhibits might answer your burning questions about African 
and African American history and culture. 

Trivia Contest  
Do you have a firm grasp of Black History?  Participate in the Black History 
Month Trivia Contest and find out.  Here’s how: 

· Check News Notes at the Library Website for the Question of the Week. 

· Send answers to Lisa Pillow at pillow.2@osu.edu. (Please do NOT call Black 
Studies for answers to the Trivia Question.)  

   ·Questions appear in News Notes Online on Tuesday.  

   ·Deadline for answers - The following Monday at midnight.  
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   ·Weekly drawings from all the correct answers submitted. 

   ·Read News Notes to discover the answers and the winner.  

Prizes:  
$10.00 gift certificate to Drexel Theatre, Cooker, or Graeters. 

Grand Prize:  
$50.00 gift certificate to City Center Mall 

Winner Announced:  February 27th 

All correct answers go into the drawing for the grand prize.  The more you 
enter, the better your chance of winning. 

The OSU Libraries encourage students, faculty, and staff  -- campus wide -- to 
acknowledge Black history with us.  
  

Black History Month Trivia Contest  
Winner for Week 2  
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Virginia Reynolds (2nd floor Info Services- Women Studies), standing against 
her department's celebration of Valentine's Day, was the winner of the Black 
History Month Trivia Contest for Week 2.  She answered the question, "Which 
artist of Haitian and Puerto Rican descent first achieved notoriety by spray 
painting graffiti on New York City buildings?" with the name "Jean-Michel 
Basquiat".  A Drexel Theatre gift certificate was her reward.  

 
Black History Month Trivia Contest  

Question of the Week  
Week 3

What was singer Billie Holiday's real name?  
  

Calendar Committee

Dear OSUL colleagues: 

As you may know,  the Faculty Senate Steering Committee has appointed an Ad 
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hoc Calendar Committee.  One of its charges is to "seek input from the Ohio 
State community...."  and the deadline for its report and recommendations is 
April 30. 

The Policy and Planning Committee would like to hear from you if you have 
any thoughts, opinions, ideas or suggestions regarding the possible change from 
quarters to semesters.  Please reply directly to me as P&P chair at 
caswell.2@osu.edu.  I will collect the replies on behalf of P&P which will 
collate them, share them with the OSUL Executive Committee, and forward 
them to the Ad hoc Calendar Committee. 

Please send me your responses no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, February 23.  
Please let us know what you think about this. 

Thanks very much, 

Lucy Shelton Caswell  
Professor and Curator  
The Ohio State University Cartoon Research Library 

Web site www.lib.ohio-state.edu/cgaweb 

Announcement from CFBPR Chair

This year at the end of June 2001,  two of our colleagues' terms, one as faculty 
senator and one as alternate, will expire.  CFBPR (Committee on Faculty 
Benefits, Privileges, and Responsibilities) is looking for volunteers to serve in 
this capacity and then hold the election for replacements.  It will be a good 
experience, especially for untenured faculty. Contact me at 614-292-9597 or fax 
614-292-1918 if you are interested. 

Guoqing Li   
CFBPR, Chair   
Chinese Studies Librarian   
li.272@osu.edu  
  

Feature Films About Journalists

We are now about to have our third of a series of seven feature films on 
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journalists. The Journalism Library owns all of these titles in our Movies on 
Media research collection.  
This week the film is The Passenger directed by Antonioni with Jack 
Nicholson.  

●     Feb 18 Summer of Sam 
●     Feb 25 To Die For 
●     March 4 The Insider

All are shown with free admission at 7 p.m. Sunday nights in 300 Journalism, 
which is a theater. Bring your own popcorn.  
A post film discussion is conducted by Clay Lowe, an emeritus Photography 
and Cinema professor, These have been fun. I hope to see some of you there. A 
number of you told me that you planned to attend, so do it!  

Eleanor Block  
block.3@osu.edu 

Fitness Workshop

The following workshop will be offered on Tuesday February 20. from 12:00 - 
1:00pm in 122 Main Library. Come with participation in mind, and you may 
want to wear comfortable clothing.  

Office Stretches With Jae!

This free, lively, and interactive lunch and learn will be taught by Jae Westfall 
of the University Faculty and Staff Fitness Program. Jae is a great motivator and 
teacher of fitness. You will come away with exercises that you can do at your 
desk to help you stay limber and have increased flexibility. This is especially 
good for those of us who sit at a computer most of the day. Please feel free to 
bring your lunch. 

Computer Workshops Available in February

The schedule of classes for the month of February at the Computer Workshop is 
now available at the following URL: 

/Staff/tcwfeb01.html  
If you have your supervisor's approval to attend a class, contact me at 
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sawyers.1@osu.edu or by phone at 2-4491 and I will register you for the 
session.  

Blue Jacket Home Games

Ohio State faculty and staff can purchase discounted tickets for the Columbus 
Blue Jackets home game on  February 28.  Tickets cost $17 or $22, a savings of 
$15 or $21 off the regular price of $32 and $43. Game times are 7:00pm. Ticket 
order forms are available in the Library Human Resources Department on a first 
come first serve basis. 

Black History Month Profile

Paul Lawrence Dunbar's poetic genre took form in both standard English, and in 
the dialect of Southern rural African Americans of the slavery and post slavery 
era.  His dialectic works seemed to have overshadowed his standard English 
work in popularity during his lifetime partly because of his distinctive ability to 
capture the essence of the speech characteristics of the time.  However, Dunbar, 
himself viewed this body of work as "jingles in a broken tongue." 

AN EASY-GOIN FELLER* (partial stanza) 

Ther' ain't no use in all this strife,  
An' hurryin', pell-mell, right thro' life.  
I don't believe in goin' too fast  
To see what kind o' road you've passed.  
  

His work in standard English exhibits as fine a facility as any poet of his day, 
and present the quality and passion of a master word-smith. 

FARWELL TO ARCADY* (partial stanza) 

Beside me Armaryllis weeps;  
The swelling tears obscure the deeps  
Of her dark eyes, as, mistily,  
The rushing rain conceals the sea.  
Here, lay my tuneless reed away,  
I have no heart to tempt a lay.  
I scent the perfume of the rose  
Which by my crystal fountain grows.  
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In this sad time, are roses blowing?  
And thou, my fountain, art thou flowing.  
  

Dunbar has been seen in a rather controversial light as his readers have viewed 
his work through the filter of the prevailing politics of each generation.  Still, as 
a whole body, both the dialectic and the standard English works present a 
unique genius for both the written and spoken word across lines of class and 
ethnicity. 

Dunbar was born in Dayton, Ohio on June 27, 1872.  His parents divorced when 
he was 18 months old, and his mother raised him alone in Dayton.  He 
graduated high school after a Dayton Public School education during which his 
literary skills were already being recognized.  For his graduation, he composed 
and delivered the class poem.  His formal education ended with high school due 
to economics and social restrictions placed upon black people at the time. 

His early employment began as an elevator operator, and during this time, he 
worked to develop his literary skills which would bring him brighter future 
prospects.  Among his credits, he became the founder and editor of the Dayton 
Tattler, he worked briefly at the World's Colombian Exposition in Chicago, he 
served as a court messenger, and as a clerk in the Library of Congress. 

For most of his career, Dunbar was not financially well off, and he was 
generally plagued with ill health.  However, his literary work brought him an 
international reputation as an unofficial "poet laureate" of African America.  His 
poetry was featured in the Dayton Herald, as well as the Tattler, and his 
dialectic style became a springboard for literary fame.  Where much of his work 
would seem devoid of social conscience, he was well aware of the influence that 
he had at his disposal.  In "A Singer in the Dawn", he wrote, "that some word...
shall reach...our colored voters and snatch them form the brink of...paid 
democracy."  His short story, "Mr. Cornelius Johnson, Office Seeker," Dunbar 
tackles issues of political corruption. 

Much of his prose pieces carry further themes regarding social justice.  In 
"Recession Never" (Chicago Record 1898) condemned the hypocrisy of using a 
group of people to fight in a nation's wars while at the same time not expecting 
their inclusion in the political process of that nation.  In "The Negroes of the 
Tenderloin: Paul Lawrence Dunbar sees Peril for his   
Race in Life in the City (Columbus Dispatch), and " The Hapless Southern 
Negro" (Denver Post), he continued themes toward social justice.  His New 
York Times article " The Fourth of July and Race Outrages: Pal L. Dunbar's 
Bitter Satire on Independence Day", directed at the African American 
Community, he noted that black people celebrate and sing "My Country 'Tis of 
Thee" while their fellows are being hung and burned. 
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In his lifetime, he received several honors, including an honorary masters of arts 
degree from Atlanta University in 1899, and invitation to join the Executive 
Council of the American Social Science Association in 1900. 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar died at his home in Dayton on February 9, 1906.  
  

*Poems from "The collected Poetry of Paul Lawrence Dunbar", Joanne M. 
Braxton,  1993, ISBN0-8139-1454-X, [BSL PS1556 A1 1993]  
were reprinted with the permission of the University Press of Virginia, P.O. Box 
400318, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4318, Customer Service: (804) 924-3469. 
Order online:  

http://www.upress.virginia.edu/order.html  
  

The Dunbar House in Dayton, Ohio was the final residence of Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar until his death in 1906.  Here you can find many of the artifacts of his 
life and work, and many of his literary contributions.  Dedicated on July 23, 
1936, the Dunbar House has the distinction of being the first state memorial to 
honor an African American individual.  Mr. Dunbar's mother, Matilda, lived in 
the house, and preserved it's legacy from the time of Dunbar's death until her 
own death in 1934.  It's now under the care of the Ohio Historical Society. 

Located at 219 Paul Lawrence Dunbar Street, it is two blocks north of 3rd Street 
and four blocks east of U.S. route 35. 

From Memorial Day to Labor Day the house is open for visits Wednesday 
through Saturday, 9:30am to 4:30pm., and on Sundays and Holidays 12:00pm. 
to 9:30pm. Admission for non-Ohio HIstorical Society Members is $3.00 for 
adults, $1.25 for children 6-12, and free for children under six. 

For information contact: LaVern Sci at 1-800-860-0148, or write:  
Dunbar House   
P.O. Box 1872  
Dayton, OH 45401 

Features 
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Luminous Lucubrations

Last week's entry, "cenotaph" means "a monument honoring a dead person 
whose remains lie elsewhere."  This week's entry is  "lagniappe."  

Online resources for this question are available:  

●     WWWebster Dictionary - brief definitions
●     The Oxford English Dictionary - lengthy, historical entries

Laughs

●     Dilbert's Daily Mental Workout
●     Cartoon of the Day

Meeting Notes 

 
 
Human Resources   
  

 
Appointments 

===Staff===   
Cataloging Department: Amy McCoy has accepted the position of Library 
Associate 2 (Western Language Cataloger), effective March 1, 2001.  
Education, Human Ecology, Psychology, and Social Work Library: Courtney 
Jacobs has accepted the position of Library Media Technical Assistant 2 
(replacing Reighart), effective  February 19, 2001.   
Health Sciences Library: Heather Marker has accepted the position of Library 
Media Technical Assistant 2 - Library Reserves Coordinator (replacing 
Toukan)    

Vacancies 

===Faculty===   
Administrative Services Department: Resident Librarian - replacing Gooden    
Information Technology Department: Web Librarian - New Position - 1st 
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listing   
OSU Mansfield: Librarian 2 -new position   
Music and Dance Library: Head/Music-Dance Librarian - replacing Heck 
Veterinary Medicine Library: Head-Vet Med Library (replacing Bruce)   

===A&P===   
Health Sciences Library: Curator (Myers Lenahan Archivist) - New position - 
2nd t listing   
Information Technology Department: Senior Systems Manager (replacing 
Cherrington)   
Information Technology Department: Systems Manager (replacing Coldiron)   
Law Library: Electronic Services/Reference Librarian (replacing Davidson)   

===Staff ===  
Business Library: Library Media Technical Assistant 2 (replacing Kaper)   
Health Sciences Library: Library Media Technical Assistant 2 (Assistant 
Weekend Supervisor - 50% (replacing MacCartney)    
Information Services Department - 2 positions - Library Associate 2 - 50% - 
(replacing Lynch)   
Veterinary Library: Library Media Technical Assistant 1- 50% - (replacing 
Jones)     
   
  

To comply with University procedures, employees who are applying for listed 
vacancies must complete a Promotion/Transfer Request (form 8931, Rev 9/97) 
during the week of the first listing of the vacancy in the University Personnel 
Posting (green sheet). To ensure awareness of all library vacancies which have 
been posted, applicants should consult the weekly green sheet rather than 
relying on the listing in News Notes Online and are encouraged to attach a 
resume and/or other supporting documents to the form. Prospective faculty and 
staff applicants who are absent during the five day posting period and wish to 
apply should see Toni Morrison.  

Library personnel may also view University employment opportunities at OSU 
Jobs 

Library personnel may also review university employment opportunities at 
http://www.ohr.ohio-state.edu/index.htm

Return to OSU Libraries Home Page 

Ohio State University Libraries NEWS NOTES Online is a weekly publication edited by Patricia Greene. 
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