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(000) 

BS:  This is an oral interview with Chief Petty Officer John Strider, United States Navy, 

taken as part of the Polar History Project of the American Polar Society and the Byrd 

Polar Research Center on a grant provided by the National Science Foundation. The 

interview was conducted by Brian Shoemaker at Chief Strider's home in Newport News, 

Virginia, on the 30th of October, 2001. 

 Well, today is quite an historic day and it was not planned. It surprised me when 

you said it, but today is the 45th anniversary of you making the first landing with Gus 

Shinn and Admiral Dufek at South Pole. The first people to be there since 1912, when 

Scott and Amundsen were there. So, historical day - the 30th of October 2001. And you 

landed there 30th of October, 1956. Correct? 

 

JS:  That's right. 

 

BS:  How did you get there? 

 

JS:  I got there in an old Navy R4D. 

 

BS:  Well, I'm looking further back than that. How about, how did you get in the Navy 

and what led up to it? 
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JS:  Well, I graduated from high school in '48. 

 

BS:  Where was that? 

 

JS:  That was in Charleston, West Virginia - a nice, pretty little town in the eastern 

panhandle, in the Shenandoah Valley. I didn't really have the grades or the money to go 

to college, so I went to work for a neighbor of mine on a farm - about a 400 acre, 60 cow 

dairy farm. And after two months of that, I decided, 'This ain't gonna hack it.' So, three of 

my high school mates and I went up to Martinburg, West Virginia, talked to a Recruiting 

Chief, and he  promised us the moon.The next day, we were in Baltimore, Maryland, 

getting a physical and being sworn into the Navy. 

 

BS:  What date was that? 

 

JS:  That was July 15th, 1948. So, I got my physical and everything all squared away and 

they put us on a train and we went to Great Lakes, Illinois, for boot camp. I put my 14 

weeks of boot camp in, and I got orders to NATTC, Memphis, Tennessee, for Aviation 

Machinist Mate School. And I completed that in January of 1949, and got orders to Air 

Transport Squadron 22 in Norfolk, Virginia. I reported to VR-22 in the latter part of 

January and started my regular Navy duties, mess cooking, compartment cleaning, 

captain of the head, making coffee in the Chief's coffee mess and every once in a while, I 

even worked on an airplane. But, as I got all my collateral duties finished, then I got in 

the check crew and started working maintenance and that led to getting training for flight 

crew and later, I got to be plane captain in an R4D. 

 

BS:  Where was this, now? 
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JS:  This was in Norfolk, Virginia. And after I got all checked out in an R4D, they 

thought that maybe I would make a good R5D plane captain, which was nothing more 

than a four-engine R4D, but a good airplane, and I got checked out in that. And then we 

got the super R4D, the R4D8, and I got checked out in those. 

 

BS:  What was the difference between an R4D and an R4D8? 

 

JS:  Well, the R4D was twin-engine, had 1830 Pratt & Whitney engines. The R4D8 was a 

stretch R4D with a great big horizontal stabilizer and it had 1820 Wright engines in it - 

more horsepower. They were still twin-engine, tail wheel and all. They'd carry a little bit 

better load. I think the Navy messed up. They could have bought Convairs for the same 

prices as their conversion, but they chose not to do that. But, that wasn't for me to say or 

anybody to say.  

 So, I got tired of being in Norfolk and being close to home and everything, so I 

volunteered for shore duty in Memphis, Tennessee, at the Naval Air Station Memphis. 

This was in 1952. 

 

(50) 

 

 To go back a little bit, I was going to get out of the Navy when my hitch was up 

in '51, but Korea had started then and President Truman said, "You're gonna stay another 

year," and so I said, "Well, you're not going to force me to stay another year. I'll just re-

enlist for 6," so I did that. And that sort of sealed my fate in the Navy. And then, in '52, I 

put in for shore duty and got NAS Memphis, Tennessee, and they had some old R4Ds 

there that they flew radar training hops for the ATA School and I got to be plane captain 

on one of their planes, and I flew there for a couple of years and then I got tired of that. 
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And the Navy came out with the directive, they wanted volunteers for Operation 

Deepfreeze. 

 

BS:  That was what year? 

 

JS:  This was in 1955. And so, two buddies and myself volunteered for Deepfreeze and 

would you believe, the next morning, we had speed letter orders to VX-6 in Paxtuxent 

River, Maryland. 

 

BS:  Tell me. Why did you volunteer for Deepfreeze?  Did you know of Admiral Byrd? 

Had you read about him? 

 

JS:  Didn't have the faintest reason for volunteering other than I just . . .  

 

BS:  Adventure. 

 

JS:  Adventure. I mean, I'd been in the Navy for about 7 years then. I'd never been 

anywhere except Norfolk, Virginia, and Memphis, Tennessee. And I thought maybe this 

will be a chance to go somewhere. And Lord, it was. 

 

BS:  Were you married then? 

 

JS:  No, wasn't married. Single. 

 

BS:  And you got telegraph orders, huh? 
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JS:  The next day, we got those speed letter orders to report to VX-6 at Patuxent River, 

Maryland.  

 

BS:  You got a letter from Ed Ward, right? 

 

JS:  I don't know who it was from. 

 

BS:  Well, he sent them out. He probably had  a gopher, but he did the picking. 

 

JS:  He did the picking? 

 

BS:  I'm getting him next week. 

 

JS:  Oh, are you? 

 

BS:  Yeah. He's 84. 

 

JS:  Is he that old? 

 

BS:  Um-hum. 

 

JS:  Well, I'll tell you one thing. He's a super guy.  

 

BS:  Ohhhh, I know that.  

 

JS:  He is super. 
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BS:  He's a real gentleman.  

 

JS:  But, they held me up at Memphis for about a week and a half because I had to get all 

my teeth fixed. That was one thing. You had to be able to pass the flight physical and you 

could have no dental work whatsoever to be done. 

 

BS:  They couldn't get you out of there. 

 

JS:  Well, they put a crash program on and they filled all kinds of teeth and did 

everything. So, I got to Pax. And when I got there, the squadron was basically new. They 

had some R4Ds . . . had four R4Ds, two R5Ds, a couple of we called them UFs then. I 

think later on they changed it to HU-16Ds or Cs or whatever. And I got assigned as 

assistant plane captain on the R5D. Didn't know anybody. Still didn't know what was 

going on. Had absolutely no concept of where we were going. But, that all got filled in as 

I got indoctrinated to the fact that I was going to "The Ice" to the bottom of the world. A 

place worse than Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

BS:  Got lectures on it and that type thing? 

 

JS:  We didn't have any of that. 

 

BS:  Nope? None of the Byrd people showed up? 

 

JS:  None of the Byrd people showed up. 

 

BS:  Now, tell me, did you have R4Ds or R4D8s? 
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 JS:  R4Ds. 

 

BS:  OK. Original R4Ds. 

 

JS:  Original R4Ds. And so on Deepfreeze I, I flew to New Zealand on an R5D. 

 

BS:  Were you plane captain? 

 

JS:  No, I was second mechanic. We had . . .  

 

BS:  Where did you fly? Tell me where you landed. 

 

(100) 

 

JS:  Well, we went from Pax River to Albuquerque, Albuquerque to Alameda,California. 

Alameda to Barber's Point, Hawaii. And we stayed there for about a week and did 

maintenance and pulled liberty and whatever.From Barber's Point, Hawaii, we went to 

Christmas Island, and Christmas to Canton Island, and Canton to Auckland, New Zealand 

and Auckland to Christchurch. And we stayed there two or three weeks. 

 

BS:  Do you remember what date that was when you got there? 

 

JS:  It was in the latter part of September, of '55.  

 

BS:  And who was your plane commander on this? 

 

JS:  Our plane commander was  . . .  
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BS:  Our flight crew, I should say. 

 

JS:  OK, the plane commander was Commander Jorda - Hank Jorda. The co-pilot was 

Commander Gordon Ebbe, he was the Skipper of the squadron. The plane captain was a 

first class mech named Pete Kozar and I was the second mech and we had another mech 

by the name of Sellman, "Grits" Sellman. And we had a radioman named Gene Gayle. 

And our navigator was a Marine - Sgt. Spann, I believe his name was. And that was all 

the crew. Then we had several "ground pounders" that flew along for transportation. 

 

BS:  You took some passengers? 

 

JS:  We took some passengers.  

 

BS:  These were Navy ground pounders? 

 

JS:  Navy ground pounders, yeah. We didn't have any civilians on this flight.  

 

BS:  Gordon Ebbe was my neighbor in Colorado Springs. He died a few years ago. 

 

JS:  Oh, is that right? 

 

BS:  Yeah. Hank Jorda, is he around? 

 

JS:  I don't know. He was a reserve and after Deepfreeze II, I think he made Captain and 

changed his designation and went to Naval Security Group in Washington, and I haven't 

heard hide nor hair of him since then. 
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BS:  OK. And this was 1955. It was about September, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah, in September.  

 

BS:  How long were you at Christchurch? 

 

JS:  We were there several weeks. We flew some training flights. Did some maintenance 

on the aircraft and got ready to go to the Ice. 

 

BS:  Ebbe went to the Ice by ship. 

 

JS:  So did I. 

 

BS:  Oh, you did? Which ship? 

 

JS:  Wyandot. They took a minimum crew on the first flight into the Pole, or I mean into 

the Antarctic continent.  

 

BS:  On the R5D. 

 

JS:  On the R5D. 

 

BS:  Was this just for weight or . . .  

 

JS:  Just for safety's sake. We didn't have any SAR, we didn't have any . . . well, nothin' 

and we didn't know what was going to happen when we got down there. 
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BS:  Yeah, OK. Makes sense looking back on it, doesn't it? 

 

JS:  Oh, yes, it does. 

 

BS:  So, they had minimum crew just to get the planes down there. 

 

JS:  Just to get the planes there. Yessir.  

 

BS:  What date was it that you set foot on that icey place? 

 

JS:  I imagine it was around the 15th of October. It was in that ball park anyway.  

 

BS:  And tell me your impressions when you sailed down there. When did you see your 

first ice? 

Was it sea ice?  

 

(150) 

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. We saw . . . it naturally started getting colder and colder and we'd see some 

sea ice floating around. And then we'd see bigger chunks of sea ice and it got colder. 

Then we got down to where there was solid ice and we could see the channel that the 

icebreakers had broken into McMurdo. And then, of course, you could see Mt. Erebus 

from miles out, which was a beautiful sight. 

 

BS:  Did you have a camera? 
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JS:  Didn't have a camera. 

 

BS:  Didn't have a camera? 

 

JS:  Never took a picture. Didn't get one picture of it. 

 

BS:  So, you sailed down and did you, when you volunteered to do this, did you have any 

idea at all that it would be like that? 

 

JS:  None whatsoever. I didn't have the faintest. I was still the kind that was looking for 

polar bears in the Antarctic, if you know what I mean? 

 

BS:  Yeah. 

 

JS:  That seems to be the favorite question. People ask me how many polar bears did you 

see? 

 

BS:  Yeah, we all get that. When did you see your first penguin? 

 

JS:  Soon as we got off the ship. 

 

BS:  Oh, you didn't see one on the floes? 

 

JS:  I didn't notice any, but . . .  

 

BS:  Well, may not have been. 
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JS:  But, I noticed when we got off, those nosy little rascals would stand there and look at 

you and then walk over - "What are you doing here?" 

 

BS:  Those were Adelie's, right? 

 

JS:  Yeah. Those were those small, pretty little penguins.  

 

BS:  Yeah, that's Adelies. 

 

JS:  So, then we got off the ship and of course, that Seabee had gone through the Ice on 

one of the D8s - Williams, who they named the air field after. He'd gone through the Ice. 

 

BS:  He'd already gone through? And that was  . . . you were on the Ice about the 15th of 

October. So, he went through right away. 

 

JS:  Yeah. He had gone through just a few days before we got there. 

 

BS:  Charlie Bevilaqua with you? Did you know him?  

 

JS:  Yeah.   

 

BS:  He was standing on that Cat and went into the water too, but he got out. 

 

JS:  I talked to him not too long ago. 

 

BS:  Charlie's done a good job of maintaining that memorial down there, getting people 

to do it.  
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JS:  He's working on that one in Quonset Point, isn't he? 

 

BS:  That's correct. There are a number of all kinds of those organizations - the 

Deepfreeze Association and what have you. Yeah, he puts lots of time in on doing this 

type of stuff. Well, sort of like me. We're both kind of . . . Well, anyway, here you are. 

You're on the Ice. Tell me, where did you live? 

 

JS:  Well, I believe on Deepfreeze I, we had some tents set up.  

 

BS:  You were on the Ice Shelf, or on the land? 

 

JS:  We were on the land there. It was a couple of miles, I think, from the air field up to 

the McMurdo Camp itself. And the first year we had, I think . . . yeah, we lived in tents 

the first year. And we really didn't do a whole lot of flying. We didn't really accomplish 

too much that year.  

 

BS:  Tell me about , how did you take care of the aircraft? What did you have to take 

care of them? 

 

JS:  We had nothing.  

 

BS:  Nothing. 

 

JS:  Well, we had some old World War II pre-heaters and about the only support we had 

to work with were the old Waukesha Power Units. They worked most of the time. 
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BS:  These were the APUs. 

 

JS:  Yeah, these were the APUs. 

 

BS:  How'd you get the engines going? Did you drain the oil at night? 

 

JS:  We had . . . well, of course, the engines on those R5Ds were so old that they didn't 

require too much pre-heating anyway, but we could pre-heat the oil tanks with the. . . 

what did we call those things? Herjah-Nelson? Yeah, that's what we had. The Herman-

Nelson pre-heaters. We had several of them that worked OK, that would put out enough 

heat to warm the engine up enough where we could get it started. 

 

(200) 

 

BS:  Did you have to change an engine down there? 

 

JS:  Yes. 

 

BS: How'd you do it? 

 

JS:  Tough. I don't even remember what we used for a hoist. We had an old crane, an old 

cherry-picker. 

 

BS:  Non-standard maintenance. 

 

JS:  Non-standard maintenance. 
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BS:  Whatever you could do. 

 

JS:  Well, I don't know whether we even had an engine slinger or not? I think we just 

rigged up some wire cables. 

 

BS:  Tell me, which planes did you have on the Ice? You had your R5D, I guess, and the 

rest? 

 

JS:  And another R5D. 

 

BS:  Two. 

 

JS:  We had two R5Ds and two P2Vs, that's all.  

 

BS:  That's all you had, huh? That's all the squadron had. You had two R5Ds, four R4Ds. 

What happened to the R4Ds? 

 

JS: They didn't make it from New Zealand. 

 

BS:  Did they try? 

 

JS:  No. The weather was never good enough. They never even tried. 

 

BS:  Never came down. 

 

JS:  No.  
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BS:  The Admiral nixed it down. And helicopters? They were all assigned to the 

icebreakers? 

 

JS:  Icebreakers, yeah. 

 

BS:  So, you had two R5Ds and that was all of the squadron aircraft that made it. 

 

JS:  That's all I can remember.  

 

BS:  But, you had UFs that came down on the ships. 

 

JS:  No, they didn't even come down. 

 

BS:  Oh, they didn't. 

 

JS:  I don't think one of the UFs ever made it past New Zealand. 

 

BS:  The single Otter? 

 

JS:  Huh? 

 

BS:  The single Otter? 

 

JS:  The Otter. We had them in Deepfreeze II. 

 

BS:  Oh, I see. They didn't come down for Deepfreeze I. 
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JS:  No.  

 

BS:  OK. Well, that's news to me. So, here you are, two R5Ds. You're in a comfortable 

world, right? So, you got reassigned to your same R5D after you sailed down there on the 

Wyandot. 

 

JS:  Yes. 

 

BS:   I'm putting words in your mouth. I'm not supposed to do that. 

 

JS:  I got assigned to that and we were down for quite a while due to an engine change, 

we were just talking about. And I made a couple of flights on the other R5D just to get 

my flight time in and just to see part of the world.  

 

BS:  Where did it go? 

 

JS:  Well, one of them, we made the first flight to the Pole of Inaccessibility. 

 

BS:  OK, that was about what time of year that you?  

 

JS:  I think this may have been . . . this was in the first part of December. Admiral Byrd 

was with us on that flight. 

 

BS:  And who else? Gordon Ebbe? 
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JS:  Uh, he may have been. And I think the pilot on that was Colonel Kolp, the Exec of 

the squadron. And he had a co-pilot, Hank Hanson, that was a Lieutenant Commander. 

He was a good pilot. Commander Kolp wasn't the best in the world. 

 

BS:  C-o-p-p? 

 

JS:  K-o-l-p. He was the XO. 

 

BS:  And Hank Hanson, huh? 

 

JS:  Um-hmm. He's still alive. You may want to talk to him. 

 

BS:  I know he is, but I don't know how to get a hold of him? 

 

JS:  Gus Shinn does. 

 

BS:  He does? OK. Gus knows where he is. I heard Ebbe talk about. . . He was on it. In 

fact, I have pictures of him and Byrd in the plane. So, tell me, did you meet Admiral Byrd 

before that? Had you met him before this flight? 

 

JS:  I'd seen him, but I had never talked to him. I mean he was Admiral and I was just an 

E-5. 

 

BS:  He was a figure around camp. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 
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BS:  He was pretty personable, I understand, though. 

 

JS:  Oh, a nice guy. 

 

BS:  He didn't care if you were enlisted or an officer. 

 

JS:  No, he was a super guy. I liked him.  

 

BS:  So, he comes and gets on the plane with you guys. A national hero. 

 

(250) 

 

JS:  National hero, but sick. 

 

BS:  Sick. Old man. Yeah. And he gets on the plane and he was the first man to fly over 

the Pole about 30 years before that. Not quite 30. And you took him back to the Pole.  

 

JS:  Took him back. 

 

BS:  Do you remember the occasion? Was it an emotional thing for him, or . . . I assume 

they let him up in the cockpit to take a look. 

 

JS:  Oh, I'm sure. I don't even remember too much. I don't know whether he even got out 

of his seat or not, Brian, to tell you the truth. Because he was sick, he was wrapped up. 

We fed him coffee and bouillon and box lunch sandwiches, which is what you might 

have on a plane. 
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BS:  So, he was obviously sick. 

 

JS:  Yes, he was definitely sick, yes.  

 

BS: And so you flew to South Pole. When you got there, did you spin around a couple 

times? 

 

JS:  Did a couple circles and came on back. 

 

BS:  Flew to South Pole first and then at Pole of Inaccessibility. 

 

JS: The Pole of Inaccessibility at first. I don't even know whether we flew over the South 

Pole. I guess we did, yeah. But, we went to that Pole of Inaccessibility first.  

 

BS:  And how about the Pole of Inaccessibility? Did the people get excited about that? 

That was the original exploration. The South Pole, of course . . . other flyers had been 

there both in '29 and again in '46 with High Jump. 

 

JS:  I don't remember any excitement, any whoopla or anything. I don't even remember 

anybody talking about it. 

 

BS:  Big white expanse. 

 

JS:  There it is. So, what's there? 

 

BS:  Tell me about Gordon Ebbe. How was he as a Skipper? 
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JS:  Good Skipper. He was a real good Skipper.  

 

BS:  And he was there just for a year, wasn't he? 

 

JS:  Just the year. Yeah. 

 

BS:  When did he relieve Commander Ward. Ward, of course, was first.  

 

JS:  I think he relieved Commander Ward just before I got to the squadron because he 

was the Skipper of the squadron when I got there. 

 

BS:  And you got there . . .  

 

JS:  I got there in May of '55, or sometime in there. Spring of '55.  

 

BS:  So, you had the Skipper, you had Kolp . . . on the same flight? 

 

JS:  Lt. Col. Kolp, the XO, was plane commander. I don't recall who was in the right seat. 

 

BS:  Hank Hanson? The thing that went through my mind is you're flying the XO and the 

CO together. That's not usual? 

 

JS:  Wait till you hear about once we landed on the South Pole. 

 

BS:  We'll get to that. I'm trying to get through the first year, and then take you back 

home and then . . . you know. 
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(300) 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, you went to the Pole of Inaccessibility and came back.  You only had two of 

these. You must have switched crews for different flights. Right? 

 

JS:  Not really.  

 

BS:  Oh you didn't, huh. 

 

JS:  We didn't fly all that much. The program they had us scheduled for that year, so I've 

been told, was to fly mostly photographic flights from an altitude of 29,000 feet. Well, 

there's no way you can get an R5D that high.  

 

BS:  I was just running that through my mind myself. 

 

JS:  And the camera equipment we had, I don't even know whether it worked or not, 

Brian, to tell you the truth. Those airplanes were put together in such a hurry to go on 

Operation Deepfreeze, that it's a wonder anything ever worked. 

 

BS:  Yeah. And you didn't have proper support equipment or anything. 

 

JS:  We didn't have support equipment other than the fly away kits we had in the planes, 

which was't much, and our tool boxes. 
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BS:  OK, did you fly two planes at once, or just you went by yourself to the South Pole? 

What I'm asking, I guess, is  did one fly SAR (Search and Rescue)? 

 

JS:  No! The other one we had there was down for an engine change. We didn't have any 

SAR [Search and Rescue]. 

 

BS:  If you went down, you went down. That's it. When you get back, what other flights 

did you take, other than getting time in the aircraft? 

 

JS:  I really don't think we took many because we left around the middle of January. The 

runway started to melt and got potholes in it and then we went back to New Zealand. Our 

maintenance officer, Commander Oliver, got hurt in a plane crash down there and I don't 

know whether there was an Otter there or not.  

 

BS:  It was an Otter off of the ship.  

 

JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  They took it down by ship. 

 

JS:  Then we did have one and CDR Oliver got hurt in that plane crash. We had to wait 

for about three lovely weeks in New Zealand for him to heal enough to bring him back to 

the States.  

 

BS:  So, mid-January, you flew back to . . . did you fly back to New Zealand? 

 

JS:  Yes. 
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BS:  So, they felt confident enough to put the entire flight crew on the R5D. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  And you had three weeks in New Zealand, eh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  And then you more or less island hopped across the Pacific back home. 

 

JS:  Went back the same way we went.  

 

BS:  OK. So, you went back to Patuxent River? 

 

(350) 

 

JS:  Right. We went back to Pax and we were only there for just a short time. We got 

back there in February and I think in March, we changed our home port to NAS Quonset 

Point, Rhode Island. 

 

BS:  Quonset a better place? 

 

JS:  No, I didn't like it. None of the guys liked it. Pax wasn't all that good, but it was close 

to . . . well, it was close to everything. DC and all that. It was a lot better than living at 

Quonset. 
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BS:  So, you're in the squadron and you're attached to the R5D crew as second engineer? 

 

JS:  Right.  

 

BS:  OK. What did you do in the off-season? 

 

JS:  Well, up there, when we got to Quonset, the weather was bad there. It was snowing, 

it was terrible. We had a couple of planes that went to Sonderstrom. Some of the R4Ds 

went up there to practice ski landings and we made a lot of . . . not a lot, but several 

booze runs to Bermuda. We made a couple of good will runs to . . . made one to Santa 

Monica and made a couple to Gitmo. 

 

BS:  Generally, just proficiency flying. 

 

JS:  Just proficiency and get away for the week-end. So, everything was going real well 

and we were getting ready to deploy back to the Antarctic and we were starting to get the 

planes ready and everything and Gus Shinn came up to me one morning and says, 

"You're going to be my new plane captain on the R4D." And I says, "OK. When are we 

leaving?" And he says, "In a couple of weeks." And I said, "Well, I don't know anything 

about skis or the fuel system on this airplane. I know the engines and the hydraulics and 

all that, but I don't know anything about the ski system or the fuel." And he said, "Well, 

you can learn that." So, that was my break-in with Gus Shinn. He'd had, I think, some 

problems with his plane captain that had been with him before, and so I think somebody 

told him I was a pretty good guy and I had a lot of time in the R4D in VR22, and at NAS 

Memphis. So, he and I tied up and got the plane ready, got all the survival gear, cooking 

gear and the coffee pots ready and everything. So, we left in the first part of September.  
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(400) 

 

The first stop was in Kansas City, and then the second stop was Alameda. And that's 

when I started to have time to get checked out on the fuel system and the skis and also the 

JATO. I'd never been on a plane with JATO. And on the plane that we left Quonset Point 

with, we had 15 JATO shots, all of them hung on the belly of the airplane. 

 

BS:  You mean you were flying across the pond with them on - the JATO? 

 

JS:  No . . . you could drop them. 

 

BS:  Oh, OK. I knew that. 

 

JS:  They had the shackles there, and we had to have them for take off out of Alameda 

because we were heavy. 

 

BS:  Oh, I see. Then you came around and dropped them. 

 

JS:  We just dropped them out over the ocean. 

 

BS:  OK, gotcha.  

 

JS:  But anyway, the JATOs weighed 150 lbs. apiece and we didn't have any weapons 

loader available, so we'd lay on our backs and just manhandle these hummers. 

 

BS:  Oh yeah? 
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JS:  Right. 150 lbs. 

 

BS:  They picked you because you're a big plane captain. 

 

JS:  Yeah, big, strong, young and dumb! 

 

BS:  Tell me, what's JATO stand for? 

 

JS:  Jet Assisted Take Off. 

 

BS:  OK.  

 

JS:  That's what it stands for. 

 

BS:  And what does it do?  Basically, you hang it on the plane. 

 

JS:  OK. You hang it on the plane. It's like a jet engine.  

 

BS:  It's really a rocket. 

 

JS:  It's a rocket, and it looks like, maybe, a 40 lb. CO2 fire extinguisher. It looks that big. 

And you hook it up there like that. And then you hook your electrical wire in it that fires 

the thing off and you've got this pickle switch in the cockpit to fire those things four at a 

time. Or, if you want to fire them all at the same time, just fire them all at the same time.  

 

BS:  It's sort of like using dynamite to blow yourself into the air.  
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JS:  What it is, it's like afterburner. That's what it is. But, anyway, we used all of them on 

take-off. So, we flew out over the San Francisco Bay and Gus says, "Well, we'll drop 

these JATOs." So, he released them, but we didn't know until we got to Barber's Point, 

19.4 hours later, that one of those JATO bottles hadn't ejected and so it probably slowed 

us down a few knots of air speed. 

 

BS:  Let me ask you a question here. Are these R4Ds or R4D8s? 

 

JS:  These are R4Ds - C-47s. 

 

BS:  I understand. You didn't have the R4D8 then.  

 

(450) 

 

JS:  We didn't have the R4D-8 while I was in the squadron. 

 

BS:  OK. So, you took off with JATO in Alameda. You didn't use them and got to Hawaii 

and you had one hanging. 

 

JS:  We used them, but, when we ejected them, one didn't eject. It hung up. So, that was 

19.4 hours, that's not the longest flight we had, but it's almost. So, this was another time 

we stayed about two weeks in Hawaii, and that was getting the plane ready to go south. 

 

BS:  You didn't enjoy that. 

 

JS:  Oh, no.  
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BS:  Didn't have enough money. 

 

JS:  Didn't have enough money. You're right about that, because they didn't give us 

advanced per diem and all that kind of stuff. We just had our base pay which was not  

much back in 1956, and you needed a lot of money to do any good in Hawaii.  So, we 

stayed there for that time. Full check on the airplane, got it all set up and everything. 

Then we left and went back the same way that we went in the R5D. We went to 

Christmas to Canton, but we went to the Fiji Islands this time. We stopped in the Fijis. 

Spent the night and went from the Fijis right to Christchurch. 

 

BS:  So, you're in Christchurch. Who were the flyers? Who were the guys that flew them? 

 

JS:  The pilot was Gus Shinn. The co-pilot was Captain Cordiner. 

 

BS:  He was the Skipper of the squadron, wasn't he? 

 

JS:  He was the Skipper of the squadron. 

 

BS:  What was his name? His first name? 

 

JS:  Cordiner. Douglas. Douglas A. Cordiner. 

 

BS:  How do you spell Cordiner? 

 

JS:  C-o-r-d-i-n-e-r. And he was a full bird. He was a four-striper. He was a good guy. 

 

BS:  So, he was the Captain, huh? 
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JS:  He was Captain. Yep. He was Captain. 

 

BS:  He was Captain of VX-6. 

 

JS:  He was the Skipper of VX-6, yes. And we had a second class radioman named 

Cumbie. C-u-m-b-i-e. We had a Marine SSGT as navigator, but I can't recall his name. 

 

BS:  What's Cumbie's first name? 

 

JS:  William. And we had an NBC news team on board. A guy named Bill Hardigan. 

 

(500) 

 

BS:  Bill Hardigan. 

 

JS:  Bill Hardigan and Pat Threse. 

 

BS:  This was for all the way across the Pacific? 

 

JS:  No. From Fiji to Christchurch. 

 

BS:  Bill Hardigan and . . .  

 

JS:  Pat Threse. T-h-r-e-s-e, I think he spelled his name. And that's all we had. Well, from 

Barber's Point. We were in New Zealand. I guess we were there a couple of weeks. Got 

our plane ready and everything and we got fitted for survival gear. It was old poopey 
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suits, they called them. Why we bothered to wear those things and they were the most 

uncomfortable things in the world and why we were forced to wear them, I'll never know 

because if we'd a gone in the drink, they would never have been able to find us anyway. 

And they were only good for, they say, about three or four minutes of survival. But, they 

were uncomfortable. I mean, it was like wearing a turtleneck sweater that was 9 sizes too 

small for you. But, anyway, we didn't leave from Wigram Air Base, Christchurch. We 

went to Dunedin which was closer to the South Pole. And so we loaded our 15 JATOs 

there. Sweated in our poopey suits and everything. Got on board the airplane. 

 

BS:  How long did you stay in Dunedin? 

 

JS:  Just long enough to gas up and load our JATO and when we got in the plane . . .  

 

BS:  Did the town come out and see you off? 

 

JS:  They were . . . there may have been a couple. I didn't notice because I was so damn 

busy loading that JATO and especially when old Gus got in the plane to crank it up and 

hit the damn eject switch and dropped all the JATO bottles and we had to go out and load 

them again.  

 

BS:  Just dropped them on the runway, huh? 

 

JS:  Just dropped them, all 15 of them. Let me tell you now, Brian. 

 

BS:  Oh, you can get a drink out of him for that, can't you? 
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JS:  Well, he had to get out and help us load. But, anyway, we got airborne and got 

headed towards the Antarctic and we got almost to the Antarctic and one of the planes got 

lost. That was . . . I think that was Roy Curtis. 

 

BS:  You mean you were flying wing on one another, or . . . ? 

 

(550) 

 

JS:  No, we were just straggling all the way down there, but he got lost and so we found 

him low-freq range receiver. And we found him with that and led him on into McMurdo.  

 

BS:  So, you were two planes that flew down? 

 

JS:  Four. 

 

BS:  Four of you flew down. OK. And these were regular old R4Ds. 

 

JS:  Regular old R4Ds with 1100 gallons of internal fuel.  

 

BS:  Were they rubber bladder or . . . ? 

 

JS:  Nope. They had two R5D cabin tanks and one R4D wing tank lined up in tandem. 

They covered the whole inside of the airplane all the way from the flight deck to the 

galley. 

 

BS:  Now tell me which tanks those were again. Those were  . . . ? 
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JS:  Two R5D cabin tanks and one R4D wing tank. 

 

BS:  Were you overgross taking off out of New Zealand? 

 

JS:  Well, my God, we were overgrossed every time we took off.  

 

BS:  That was the name of the game. 

 

JS:  That was the name of the game.  Well, each one of those R5D tanks held 450 gallons 

and the R4D wing tank held 200. 

 

BS:  Each of the R5Ds was 200 gallons? 

 

JS:  450. 

 

BS:  Oh. Two times 450. Plus . . . 

 

JS:  200. That's 1100 gallons of internal fuel we had. The rework facility in Jacksonville, 

Florida, that installed those tanks. We had an old PBY sump pump that was our de-fueler. 

We could pump it over the side with that, if necessary.  

 

(600) 

 

BS:  So, you wouldn't have made it without these. No way you could have got down there, 

I take it.  
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JS:  Oh, no. And we couldn't have made the take-off without JATO. Gus figured when 

we went to the South Pole, that our gross take-off weight was about 48,000 lbs. And the 

max gross on that thing was only about, hell . . . 17,000, I think,  or something like that. It 

wasn't very much.  

 

(End of Tape 1 - Side A) 

____________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 1 - Side B) 

 

(000) 

 

BS:  So, your flight to McMurdo, you took off about 48,000 lbs. in Dunedin. Did you use 

the JATO to get off in Dunedin? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  You did, OK. You didn't have any problem with any of them hung when you got 

there. 

 

JS:  No. Everything worked out OK on that one. 

 

BS:  Were there ships, picket ships on that one where they could help you navigate? 

 

JS:  Not that I recall.  

 

BS:  I didn't know. They did on some and some others they didn't.   
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JS:  I don't recall what they were. I'd heard . . . 

 

BS:  They had an ADF beacon on and you could home on them. 

 

JS:  There may have been, but I don't recall. 

 

BS:  So, anyway, you fly in. Was it a good clear day? 

 

JS:  Yeah. Nice clear day. 

 

BS:  How far away did you see Mt. Erebus? 

 

JS:  Oh, miles. Long, long way. It was just a majestic, beautiful thing sticking up in the 

air. 

 

BS:  And what date was this? 

 

JS:  Well, this was in early October. Maybe the latter part of September, of '56. 

 

BS:  So, you went down early in the season. Any problems landing on the ice? 

 

JS:  Nope. 

 

BS:  Gus had done this, of course, before? 
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JS:  Gus had done it before. Runway was clear and we landed on wheels. Didn't have to 

put the skis down. 

 

BS:  Landed on the sea ice. 

 

JS:  Yep.  

 

BS:  OK. So, you're on the Ice. Did you know you were going to Pole? 

 

JS:  No, I didn't have the faintest idea. They hadn't selected . . . made any decision of who 

was going to go, or to my knowledge. Now, probably Gus Shinn had been selected for 

that from the git go, because even though he didn't have the best personality in the world, 

he was probably one of the best aviators that I've ever flown with. 

 

BS:  You say he didn't have the best personality in the world. How so? 

 

JS:  Well, he had a little man's personality. He was sort of maybe a little egotistical. Sort 

of set in his ways. And probably sort of rich. I think that he had done very well in the 

stock market. That caused a little animosity among some of them. 

 

BS:  Well, some guys do and some guys don't. 

 

JS:  Doesn't matter to me, but . . . the only thing that mattered to me was that he could fly 

an airplane.  

 

BS:  Yeah. So, he was the best, or one of the best anyway, of the R4D pilots. 
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JS:  Yeah, he was.  

 

BS:  You know he flew in the Berlin Airlift between High Jump and Deepfreeze . . . flew 

R4Ds on that. 

 

JS:  He also flew - I think he was checked out on every airplane in the Navy except 

helicopters. I don't believe he ever flew any whirlybirds. But, he'd been in VR-11 or one 

of the transport squadrons. 

 

BS:  Berlin Airlift. So, when did you learn you were going to the South Pole?  Did you 

get on the plane and find out in the air or . . . ? 

 

JS:  No, we found out we were going  . . . well, a little earlier history. We got there 

around the 1st of October. We set up a lot of fuel caches for tractor trains from Little 

America going towards Pole. We'd fly 300-400 miles out, empty our cabin tanks into 

rubber bladders there for the tractor trains to have some fuel. We got two or three of those 

set up and then we had to set up the Beardmore Glacier Station, a place for us to land to 

get gas on the way back home from the Pole. So, we set it up the same way. 

 

BS:  Who went in and landed at Beardmore? 

 

JS:  Gus. We did. We set that up. 

 

BS:  You did. You were the first in there. 
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JS:  Yessir. As a matter of fact, on our first landing, or second landing there, his starboard 

ski got caught in the slipstream and we drug our wing in the snow. And it broke the hinge 

- outboard hinge - on the starboard aileron and it was just flapping . . .  

 

BS: So, you did an open field landing originally.  

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. 

 

BS:  Didn't they leave a crew there to . . . ? 

 

JS:  Yeah, we had a crew there. 

 

BS:  Did they have a CAT or anything like that? 

 

JS:  No. 

 

BS:  How'd they knock the sastrugi down there? 

 

(50) 

 

JS:  I don't know how they did that. 

 

BS:  Running back and forth. You didn't have snowmobiles in those days.  

 

JS:  Well, we had these what they called Sno Cats, I think. But, they didn't have anything 

up there. They had a power unit and maybe a pre-heating unit. 
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BS:  So, it was on the Liv Glacier, actually. They called it Beardmore. A little past 

Beardmore. 

 

JS: Yeah. 

 

BS:  Why did you set that up? 

 

JS:  That was a place for us to pick up fuel on the way back to McMurdo from the Pole. 

 

BS:  And that was the sole purpose of it. 

 

JS:  Right. Because we had to dump all our fuel going into the Pole. 

 

BS:  Tell me, was there a sense of urgency for going to the Pole? Were you in a race with 

the Russians? 

 

JS:  Yes! 

 

BS:  Did you think the Russians might go there? 

 

JS:  We thought they might beat us there. 

 

BS:  And you all knew that? 

 

JS:  We knew that. 
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BS:  You knew that you'd better get your butts down there or they're liable to have the 

base. 

 

JS:  ASAP. But what happened, the day we were supposed to go to the Pole, they had sun 

spot activity and we had no radio reception at all and even we didn't go out in something 

like that. And so we had to wait for about two weeks. 

 

BS:  A two week communications black-out? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  How was the weather - not the com weather - but the physical weather? 

 

JS:  Physical weather was OK. 

 

BS:  It was? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, you were really held up by a com black-out? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Two week com black-out? 

 

JS:  Now it may not have been a full two weeks. It might have been 10 days or whatever, 

but that's in the ballpark.  
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BS:  So, you waited. Did you have any idea what the temperature was at Pole? Was there 

. . . you remember that came up recently. They couldn't even go down until almost 

November. You didn't worry about that? 

 

JS:  We didn't worry about that.  

 

BS:  You would have gone, no matter what? 

 

JS:  That's right. We were going. 

 

BS:  As long as you had radio! 

 

JS:  As long as we had radios, we were going.  

 

BS:  So, why did you think the Russians were coming? 

 

JS:  I don't know.  

 

BS:  Were we listening? I'm going go ask you the question, were we listening to the 

radios?  

 

JS:  Probably so. I haven't got the faintest . . .  

 

BS:  I've talked to radiomen and none of them were there and they didn't know. So, 

anyway, you got Beardmore set up, you got a com black-out, the com black-out lifts and 

somebody says, "Go." 
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JS:  That's right. Com black-out lifts and Gus Shinn came over to our little crew hut. 

Woke me up, I guess or got me out of a poker game or something and he said, "Let's go." 

And we went. The plane was ready. It had been ready since . . . two weeks. 

 

BS:  Weather had been perfect at McMurdo. Right? 

 

JS:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  OK. This is great. Gus said "Go." 

 

JS:  Right. 

 

BS:  But, Gus wasn't the guy that really said "Go." 

 

JS:  Well, Admiral Dufek said, "Go." 

 

BS:  Yeah. So, who showed up on that flight? 

 

JS:  OK.  We had Gus Shinn as the Plane Commander. The Chief of Staff for Task Force 

43, Captain Trigger Hawks, was co-pilot, and that pissed Captain Cordiner off something 

bad. Maybe I shouldn't say that. 

 

BS:  That's OK. 
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JS:  But, Captain Cordiner did not like that because he'd been flying co-pilot the whole 

time and Captain Hawkes probably hadn't been in the cockpit of an airplane for 20 years. 

He was a pilot, but an AEDO. 

 

BS:  I know he'd become an AEDO. 

 

JS:  Right. And he was Chief of Staff for Admiral Dufek and was not current in the 

aircraft!  

 

BS:  So, Captain Cordiner was  . . .  

 

(100) 

 

JS:  Captain Cordiner was a passenger. Admiral Dufek was a passenger. We had a 

Lieutenant John Swadener as navigator and he was a splendid navigator! 

 

BS:  I understand. He was a pilot, too. 

 

JS:  He was a pilot, but he was a helluva navigator.  

 

BS:  Byrd was a pilot, but he was a helluva navigator, too.  

 

JS:  And we had Bill Cumbie, the radioman, and me. But, I may as well have been the co-

pilot on that flight! 

 

BS:  Why? 
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JS:  Because I did everything the co-pilot did anyway.  

 

BS:  So, Trigger Hawks wasn't current even, huh? 

 

JS:  No.  

 

BS:  And a dangerous flight like that. Almost irresponsible, wasn't it? 

 

JS:  And the whole Task Force and the VX-6 chain of command was on that. Could have 

all been wiped out just right then. And I don't even know . . .  

 

BS:  If Dufek had been the only one to live, he would have been court marshaled. 

 

JS:  Yep.  

 

BS:  Yeah. That's interesting! 

 

JS: And if Gus Shinn had lived, he would have been hung out to dry. 

 

BS:  Well, if he said, "I don't want to go," the Admiral could say, "Well, I'll take 

command of the aircraft." 

 

JS:  They can't do that. 

 

BS:  Well, legally you can. They just . . .  
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JS:  Oh yeah. He's eligible to command at sea. You've got to be a flag officer eligible to 

command at sea. 

 

BS:  Well, he was a pilot.  

 

JS:  Who? 

 

BS:  Dufek, wasn't he? 

 

JS:  I thought he was a destroyer sailor. No, he wasn't a pilot. 

 

BS:  Well, we'll find out. It doesn't matter. 

 

JS:  I don't think he was a pilot. 

 

BS:  But, he had Command at Sea rating and he could have ordered it done. He had to be 

a line officer. OK. Tell me about Trigger Hawks as an individual.  

 

JS:  I don't know a thing about him, Brian. I never . . . actually, I'd never even met the 

guy until he got on the airplane. 

 

BS:  But, you knew Cordiner pretty well. 

 

JS:  Oh, loved him, yeah. He was my man. 

 

BS:  He wasn't treated right down there, was he? 
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JS:  Hum? No. He wasn't treated right. 

 

BS:  How about, let's see who else we had? Swadener. 

 

JS:  Swadener. He was an Academy grad. I don't know where he'd been flying before he 

came to VX-6, but about the only flying he ever did, he got to go on a training flight with 

us every once in a while when we were at Quonset. 

 

BS:  Was he in the squadron or staff? 

 

JS:  He was in the squadron. 

 

BS:  He was in the squadron. But, he was flying around as a navigator? 

 

JS:  Yeah, flying around. As a matter of fact, I think they . . .  

 

BS:  He was Patrol Pilot? 

 

JS:  Huh? 

 

BS:  He was Patrol Pilot? 

 

JS:  Yeah. Yeah, he was then. You know, I figured he'd make Admiral. 

 

BS:  He made Captain. 

 

JS:  I know he made Captain. 
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BS:  He was the Skipper at Adak. 

 

JS:  Well, he was the Skipper of a VP  squadron before he was . . .  

 

BS:  That's a Commander's job and that leads to an air station and air station can lead to 

Admiral. Yeah, he came close. So, tell me about Bill Cumbie. 

 

JS:  He was a  . . . our radioman. 

 

BS:  Good friend? 

 

JS:  No, not really. Not a drinking buddy. We got along together. We worked together, 

but he really wasn't much help to me. 

 

BS:  Tell me about Dufek. Your impressions of him. 

 

JS:  I didn't like him. He was . . . I don't know, just sort of . . . usually when you're a crew 

member, you have a little bit of something going between you and the boss, but I didn't 

get anything going with him. Of course, I was young and he was an old - I think he was a 

tombstone type Admiral anyway. 

 

BS:  Oh, he was a retired Captain and they brought him back. 

 

JS:  Brought him back and promoted him, yeah. But, other than . . . he never did bother 

me, but we weren't what you might call friends.   
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(150) 

 

BS:  So, here you are. You're taking off from McMurdo. Was the plane heavy? 

 

JS:  Yeah, it was maxed out. 

 

BS:  Did you have all those internal tanks that you had before? 

 

JS:  Yes, but we had a different airplane now. 

 

BS:  Oh, I see, you didn't have "Que Sera, Sera," when you crossed the Pacific? 

 

JS:  No, we had - I think he had it named Kora II. And when we drug a wing in the snow 

at Beardmore and broke that outboard aileron hinge, we flew around in it, but to go to the 

Pole, we took Que Sera, Sera, which was 12418. We "stole" it off of CCDR Harvey 

Speed. 

 

BS:  So, the one you flew across the Pacific. What was the name of it? 

 

JS:  Kora II. Whatever that means. That was one of Gus's names. 

 

BS:  Oh, he named it, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, but this one, when you took off from McMurdo headed for Pole, you had the two 

R5D tanks and an R4D tank in there. What was your gross weight? 
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JS:  I heard Gus say about 48,000. 

 

BS:  What's max gross weight? 

 

JS:  Probably 27,000, maybe - I don't even remember what the basic weight of the 

airplane was. 

 

BS:  So, grossly overweight. 

 

JS:  Grossly overweight. 

 

BS:  So, you took off. Bright, clear day . . . all the way? 

 

JS:  Nice day, yes. All the way. 

 

BS:  So, how did you get up to the plateau? Did you climb before you got there? 

 

JS:  We started climbing about . . . I guess it was 6 hours before we got to the plateau. 

And it took us that long to climb to 14,000. 

 

BS:  Did you fly up the Beardmore, or just a direct line? 

 

JS:  Straight line, direct. 

 

BS:  Took 6 hours. You had to be there, of course, before you got to the plateau. So, you 

were up that high already. Now, you fly to South Pole and did you drop any fuel? 
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JS:  Yeah, we didn't do it until we dropped a smoke flare to see which was the wind was 

blowing. And then we jettisoned all our cabin fuel. 

 

BS:  You still had your wing tanks? 

 

JS:  We still had the wing tanks. They weren't full because we'd burned a couple 100 

gallons out of that to get the weight down.  

 

BS:  OK. That's kind of what I was asking. You lightened up with enough to get back to 

Beardmore? 

 

JS:  That's right. We kept just enough to get back to Beardmore Glacier. 

 

BS:  You knew it was CAVU [Clear Air Visibility Unlimited]. 

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. 

 

BS:  So, jettisoned fuel after the smoke flare . . . that's the internal fuel, right?  Was there 

a C-124 along? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Did he go there first? Was he waiting for you, orbiting around or what? 

 

JS:  No, I think he was maybe a little bit behind us. 

 



 51

BS:  Who flew that, do you know? 

 

JS:  A Major named Ellen. I think that was his name. Yeah, Major Eller. 

 

BS:  Major Eller. USAF. Now they'd flown a C-124 down there a couple of days before, I 

understood. Did they not? 

 

JS:  I don't know. The may have. 

 

BS:  Of course, you did that the year before. No big deal, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Were the 124s there the year before, the first year? 

 

(200) 

 

JS:  No.  

 

BS:  No. Came the second year. 

 

JS:  Second year.  

 

BS: So, they were [newbies] to the Ice. OK, here you are. You've lightened up. How high 

were you? 14,000? 

 

JS:  We were about 12,000 then. 
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BS:  About 12,000. So, how do you jettison? Does the pilot do it or did you do it? 

 

JS:  What, the fuel? 

 

BS:  The fuel. 

 

JS:  I did it. 

 

BS:  You did the internal fuel? 

 

JS:  You had a small control panel back in the back by the galley and we had a dump 

valve that went out aft of the fuselage and we had a great big brass on-and-off valve here. 

Looked almost like a fire hydrant. You'd open it up and then it had a PBY bilge pump 

that just - whoosh. Really shot it out, big time.  

 

BS:  How many gallons was that? 

 

JS:  I guess we shot out about, probably 800 gallons.  

 

BS:  So, you've jettisoned the fuel. Now, you had a full suite of JATO aboard too, inside, 

right? 

 

JS:  Um-hum.   

 

BS:  OK. So, you're orbiting around. I assume you made a couple . . . did you make any 

low passes to look things over? 
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JS:  We made a couple, looking out the window to see what the terrain might look like. 

We didn't have the faintest idea, of course. But, we did know which way the wind was 

blowing since we dropped that smoke flare. 

 

BS:  Same old floatable smoke flare, huh? Pink? 

 

JS:  I believe it was pink. It was either pink or purple, I don't remember. 

 

BS:  I've dropped about 1000 of them. OK. So, you made a couple of passes. And then 

who got into the discussion as to landing? 

 

JS:  Nobody. 

 

BS:  Nobody. Just Gus. 

 

JS:  Just Gus, he told me, he says, "Drop the gear." 

 

BS:  So, you dropped the gear. 

 

JS:  I dropped the gear. Dropped the flaps and skis. 

 

BS:  So, tell me how the gear works with the skis on this. 

 

JS:  Well, the skis were attached to the main landing gear. There was an axle that went 

through the main axle of the landing gear that the skis attached to, and there was a 

hydraulic actuator there that could raise those skis up so the wheel would drop right down 
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between the two runners of the skis. And you could land on the skis, then if you needed 

brakes, which we didn't need there, you could just raise the skis and the wheel would act 

as a brake for you. They were very crude, but effective.  

 

BS:  So, you lower the gear first, then you push the skis. 

 

JS:  Push the skis down, right. 

 

BS:  OK. What happened next? Lowered the skis?  

 

JS:  Lowered the skis. Dropped the flaps to full and landed. 

 

(250) 

 

BS:  You'd done some open field landings. So was this . . . a harder landing than normal 

or . . . ? 

 

JS:  Not really. Just, we bounced around quite a bit.  

 

BS:  Because of sastrugi. 

 

JS: Because of the terrain. 

 

BS:  Landing was pretty normal. 

 

JS:  Except for the fact that the unsafe gear lights were on and some of the pressure lights 

were blinking. We had an outside air temperature gauge in the cockpit that went as far as 
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50 below zero Centigrade [below 58 degrees below zero Fahrenheit] and it was off of 

the gauge. So, I don't really know how cold it was. 

 

BS:  The outside air temp went off of the gauge  . . . so, it was below 50 below? 

 

JS:  It was down below 50 below! 

 

BS:  No, I mean the needle - did the needle go down or up? Went down, didn't it? 

 

JS:  Went down. It went off the gauge at 50 below, minus.  

 

BS:  At Centigrade. Minus 50 degrees Centigrade. 

 

JS:  Gus said that Centigrade and Fahrenheit at 50 below are equal. 

 

BS:  Forty below, they cross.  

 

JS:  Forty below, OK. But, I know it was colder than hell. 

 

BS:  Well, it was colder than minus 50 Fahrenheit. 

 

JS:  Yes. It may have gone to minus 60. But, I had no way of knowing and didn't care.  

 

BS:  OK. So, here you are with unsafe gear lights. What other lights were on? 

 

JS:  I think I had the oil pressure light blinking.  
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BS:  It didn't matter? 

 

JS:  It didn't matter. Because those things didn't have transmitters on them. They just had 

a straight line from the engine to the gauge anyway with oil in it. 

 

BS:  So, the low oil pressure light was on, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  OK. You're on the deck. What happens then? 

 

JS:  OK. The history books . . .  

 

BS:  Forget the history books. You just tell me what happened. 

 

JS:  We're on the deck. The first thing that you do when you land in an R4D is, the plane 

captain, or the line crewman puts pins in the landing gear to keep them from collapsing. 

They do that - the Navy does that on every airplane. I don't know why, but they do it. 

But, I thought at the time that the thing to do was to get out of that airplane and put the 

pins in. And evidently Gus Shinn thought the same thing. So, I jumped out, ran into the 

slip stream which must have made it about 80 below zero and put the pins in the landing 

gear.  

 

BS:  So, with the slipstream wind speed, and temperature at minus 60, it was cold? 

 

JS:  It was chilly. 
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BS:  Freeze your nose? 

 

JS:   No.  It didn't freeze anything. But, it was cold. 

 

BS:  What were you wearing? 

 

JS:  They gave us some old Army wool pants and shirts that they wore in Korea and we 

had good warm parkas and jackets. 

 

(300) 

 

BS:  This was the Air Force type that they had then? 

 

JS:  Yeah, I think so. And they were really nice and warm. And we had just a regular hat 

that you pulled the flaps down over your ears. And on my feet I wore mukluks with a felt 

bootie in them and we had the wool gloves with a leather pullover, which were really 

good. And we had plastic framed sunglasses that they issued us for down there. And I had 

thermal underwear. 

 

BS:  So, you felt warm as long as you moved about. 

 

JS:  Oh yeah. Never did get cold. Not having any humidity helped quite a bit.  

 

BS:  OK. So, you got the pins in. What happens next? 
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JS:  Well, then I came around and held the door open for Admiral Dufek and Captain 

Cordiner to get out of the plane. I had to put a little ladder in. They had a little two-step 

ladder that hooked into the deck. 

 

BS:  So, you had to rig a ladder for the old guys, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. I just swung out on the door handles.  

 

BS:  Oh, I know what you did. 

 

JS:  I rigged a ladder for them and they got out and then I think . . . I believe Swadener 

and Captain Hawks got out. I don't know whether Gus and Cumbie even got out of the 

airplane or not. Oh, I forgot to tell you, Bill Hardigan and Pat Threse wanted to go on that 

flight with us. And they wouldn't let them. So, they had a real nice camera on the tripods 

that they used for Pathe News. You remember Pathe News?  They had it in the movies, 

when you'd go, they'd have a reel for Pathe News. Well, they had this real nice camera 

and they asked me would I take some pictures for them and I said, "Sure." So, I broke 

that thing out and set it up and the damn thing froze up. And I couldn't get any pictures at 

all. And the only thing that we got pictures with was that Gus Shinn had a, I guess about 

a $2.50 Brownie camera and he sat in the cockpit and took some pictures. That was all 

the pictures that I can remember that we got. 

 

BS:  I knew about the camera going. I figured there must have been some movies. So, it 

froze, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. It froze up.  
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BS:  So, you didn't get any at all. It was cold in the plane, probably, then. You got out 

real fast and shot it . . . No heat in the airplane. 

 

JS:  Oh, it was cold. There was no heat in there.  

 

BS:  No heat in the airplane? 

 

JS:  Well, we had a hot-air heater. A cockpit foot warmer. 

 

BS:  You couldn't carry it inside your parka? 

 

JS:  Oh no.  

 

BS: So, you took photos and the movie camera froze.  

 

(350) 

 

And Gus Shinn took the only photos.  

 

JS:  Right, with a $5.00 Brownie.  

 

BS:  That's funny. Nobody else take a camera? 

 

JS:  Not that I know of. Swadener might have had one. I don't recall because after we got 

the Admiral and Captain Cordiner out, they were going to set up a radar deflector and an 

American flag. And we put those things up and then we walked around a little bit, then 
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the Admiral and Captains got in the airplane, I pulled the pins out and we were ready to 

get out . . .  

 

BS:  Well, wait a second.You skipped something. I know that. How about JATO bottles? 

 

JS:  No.  

 

BS:  You came down there with them rigged.  

 

JS:  We flew with them rigged. 

 

BS:  That was good thinking. So, you didn't have to . . .  

 

JS:  No, didn't have to put JATO on. 

 

BS:  So, you were ready to go whenever you got ready to go.  It would have been tough, 

wouldn't it? 

 

JS:  It would have been . . . yes, it would have been tough. And we would have used the 

JATOs going out of McMurdo if we'd had to. But, that's why we had the spares on board 

so that if we did have to use them, we'd have something to get us off the Pole. We 

couldn't have gotten off the Pole without them. There's no way we could have done it. 

 

BS:  So, everybody piles back in, right? You pull the pins, you're the last off? 

 

JS:  Last on. 
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BS:  Last back in the plane, I mean. So, how'd you take off. Did you taxi up and down? 

 

JS:  Here's what happened. Gus Shinn . . . I was standing between the pilot and the co-

pilot, or kneeling between them, and Gus Shinn told me, he said, "I want you to look out 

drift sight and when I throw up one finger, you tell me if the first bank of JATOs have 

fired. And when I throw up two fingers, you tell me if the second bank has fired. And so 

on, until you get down to four." Well, I got . . . I wasn't paying too much attention. The 

drift sight was right behind me on the deck. Because that's was the only thing we had to 

navigate with besides a sextant. We didn't have anything else. 

 

BS:  You had the drift meter. 

 

JS:  The drift meter and the . . .  

 

BS:  You could see outside with that? 

 

JS:  Oh yeah, you could see outside. 

 

BS:  You could see the JATOs. 

 

(400) 

 

JS:  I could see the JATOs. And Gus Shinn also used the finger signal to manage the 

flaps. One finger, 1/4 flaps, 2 fingers, 1/2 flaps, three fingers, 3/4 flaps, and four fingers, 

full flaps. So, Gus fired the first bank of JATO and put up one finger and I gave the the 

quarter flaps.  Well, you usually take off with quarter flaps anyway. But, we didn't move. 

I mean we were full bore. 30 inches of manifold pressure not even full, 2700 turns. We 
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didn't have enough power to pull a greasy string out of a cat's behind. So, when he fired 

the first shot of JATO, he sort of jiggled the yoke and it broke the tail wheel loose. He 

threw up a second finger, I gave half flaps, and we got to moving. He threw up the third 

finger and I gave him 3/4 flaps and we started to move a little bit faster. And then he fired 

the fourth shot of JATO and we got airborne at 58 knots. And that damn airplane shook 

like an old dog coming out of a creek. And poor Major Eller in that C-124, he thought we 

blew up because you get that cold at 70 below zero and fire those JATOs. They got 

nothing but steam. 

 

BS:  Steam and blew the smoke, blew the snow.  

 

JS:  Well, every take off we made using JATO, we blew the fabric off the bottom of our 

elevators anyway. 

 

BS:  Oh, you did. 

 

JS:  Yeah. Hell, we flew around most of the time without any fabric on the bottom of our 

elevators. Because it was just like sand blasting.  

 

BS:  Oh, I understand. That is sand.  

 

JS:  But, anyway, we got airborne, and got squared away and leveled off and flew down 

to Beardmore and picked up . . .  

 

BS:  Now wait a second. How many JATO bottles did he fire? First four, then four,  

 

JS:  Then four more, and then three.  
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BS:  And had them all going at once, or in stages? 

 

JS:  No, in stages.  

 

BS:  How long does one JATO bottle burn? 

 

JS:  Probably 30 seconds, if that much. Maybe even 20. It wasn't very long. The last stage 

of that JATO, I couldn't see because on the plane that we took from Quonset, all the 

JATOs were on the belly. This one had 4, 8, 11 on the belly and then they had two on 

either side, like back by the cargo door. 

 

BS:  Total of 15. 

 

JS:  Yeah, total of 15.  

 

BS:  So, you used them all.  

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. We had to. 

 

BS:  And you got off at 58 knots. What's the normal take-off speed for the weight you had 

there? 

 

JS:  An R4D takes off at 75 knots.  

 

(450) 
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BS:  That's at sea level. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, this is 58 knots at 10,000 feet. Actually, your pressure altitude was 11,000 ft. 

And normal take-off at sea level, no cargo or pax is 75 knots. So, you were lucky to even 

stay airborne. 

 

JS:  You're right. And you know what. If I hadn't dropped the flaps, we wouldn't have 

stayed airborne. Now, Gus Shinn doesn't remember that. But, I do. And I have been told  

. . .  

 

BS:  You had full flaps by the time we took off. But, you had the full flaps before you . . . 

you had your tail wheel airborne. Then you got full flaps and then the last JATO. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Must have really torn the underside of the flaps off, or the JATO too.  Which JATO 

did you fire last? The fuselage ones? 

 

JS:  No, the ones on the sides. Yeah, the fuselage ones.  

 

BS:  So, here you are airborne. How long did it take you to get to flying airspeed? 

 

JS:  Well, as soon as we got airborne and started climbing out, we picked up airspeed and 

we got up to about 125 knots indicated. And that was about . . . all we wanted was to get 

out of the damn thing anyway.  
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BS:  So, you got up pretty fast once you did go. 

 

JS:  It didn't take long for it to climb out. 

 

BS:  You had to get a little altitude first. 

 

JS:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  Now I'm going to ask you the grandaddy question. Suppose you couldn't have got 

off. Suppose you broke the landing gear on landing. What was going to happen to you? 

What was the plan?  

 

JS:  Well, the plan was that Major Eller was going to drop us some tents and some 

blankets and whatever we needed to survive and then I guess we'd just start walking. 

 

BS:  Like Scott and Amundsen. 

 

JS:  Like Scott and Amundsen.  

 

BS:  So Captain Eller. . . 

 

JS:  Major Eller. 

 

(500)  
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BS:  The C-124 crew was to drop survival gear and you would walk. Did you get trained 

in the use of survival gear or were you just going to figure it out? You had no training at 

all. You're shaking your head. 

 

JS:  I had never had any training in survival gear other than, I think I'd gone through a 

delta bunker and pressure chamber. 

 

BS:  But, you didn't have, in those days, survival school that they have today for 

everybody going in the field. And you were going to go out and walk down to Beardmore 

Glacier. One of the roughest glaciers in the world.  

 

JS:  Yep. That's what we were going to do. 

 

BS:  Where Shackleton lost a horse down a crevasse. 

 

JS:  Exactly. We were going to do it.  

 

BS: And he knew what he was doing, but you were going to try.  

 

JS:  We were going to do it. 

 

BS:  With a couple of old men. 

 

JS:  With a couple of old men. 

 



 67

BS:  Couple of old men like Dufek and Cordiner and Captain Hawks.  Would have been 

tough. Except you probably would have had . . . was there more than one C-124 down on 

the Ice? 

 

JS:  Not to my knowledge. They had bad luck with the C-124 down there. 

 

BS:  Well, you would have had to have somebody flying out to you periodically to make 

food drops and . . .  

 

JS:  We had the R4Ds there. 

 

BS:  Yeah, but you wouldn't want to drag two months supply. You'd want 10 days supply. 

 

JS:  Well, who knows? Maybe one of the R4Ds could have landed there and picked us 

up, too.  

 

BS:  But, Eller was going to drop you your original survival, right? 

 

JS:  Right. 

 

BS:  That was planned from the beginning. 

 

JS:  Yes. Right.  

 

BS:  I bet as parochial as all the services are, you were happy to have the Air Force 

around. 
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JS:  Yeah. But, you know that all the original equipment for the South Pole station they 

dropped from a C-124. 

 

BS:  I know. I know. But, you had to fly the people in. 

 

JS:  Oh, we flew the people in.  

 

BS:  OK. So, you're airborne, you've got airspeed, you're climbing up. What did you do 

next? 

 

JS:  Well, set back and breathed a good sigh of relief and maybe even said a little prayer. 

I don't recall that. But, then we decided well, we'll go to Beardmore to pick up some gas. 

And I don't remember whether it was on this flight or the next one that we couldn't get 

into McMurdo. So, we went over to Little America and spent the night there and then the 

next day went on to McMurdo. I don't recall whether it was this flight or whether it was 

the next one. 

 

(550) 

 

BS:  I don't recall anybody saying. I thinking you went back to McMurdo. 

 

JS:  Yes, we did because the people were there to meet us. 

 

BS:  Public affairs and all that. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 
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BS:  Hardigan? 

 

JS:  Hardigan was there. And I gave him his frozen-up camera.  

 

BS:  So, tell me the Beardmore, though - a little bit about it. How many guys did you have 

there? 

 

JS:  Well, let's see. We had Mike Baronik was an ordinanceman who made chief down 

there. He was in charge of it and he had. . . 

 

BS:  What was he, a Seabee? 

 

JS:  No, he was with VX-6.  

 

BS:  OK. 

 

JS:  All the guys there were in VX-6. They had . . . he had three or four guys there with 

him.  

 

BS:  And they had fuel for you? 

 

JS:  Well, yeah, that was where we set up our fuel cache. 

 

BS:  Fuel cache. And was there a back-up plane or anything? 

 

JS:  No. There was no equipment at all there. 
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BS:  No equipment. 

 

JS:  Maybe a pre-heater and a Waukesha, maybe. 

 

BS:  So, how did you fuel in those days? Did you have a pump to take it out of . . . what'd 

you have, drums? 

 

JS:  We had an electric pump that ran off of APU that we used on the small bladders that 

we had at Beardmore. 

 

BS:  Now, the pump was in the aircraft? They touched off an APU, stuck the pump in the 

barrel ? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  And pumped it into the aircraft. 

 

JS:  Yeah. Pumped it into the aircraft. 

 

BS:  So, they were all ready for you. 

 

JS:  They were all ready. 

 

BS:  Have a radio? 

 

JS:  Yeah. I think they had a radio. 
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BS:  Mike Baronik? Is he still around? 

 

JS:  I don't know whether he's still alive or not. I haven't heard. 

 

BS:  I tried to find him when . . .  

 

(600) 

 

JS:  Mike would be a good guy to talk to on this thing, because he wintered-over a couple 

of times. Yeah. Put a star by his name and see if you can get a hold of him. You might 

just check this old Antarctic explorers thing and he might be . . .  

 

BS:  Billy Ace and I are good buddies. He helped us with about half the articles for The 

Polar Times. I'll send you The Polar Times. You might join the Society - 10, 15 bucks a 

year. 

 

JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  So, you took off from Beardmore heading for McMurdo. 

 

JS:  Right. 

 

BS:  No problems there. You didn't need JATO? 

 

JS:  Nope. 

 

BS:  Good hard ice? Took off on skis? 
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JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  OK. 

 

(End of Tape 1 - Side B) 

________________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 2  - Side A) 

 

(000) 

 

BS:  It's the 45th anniversary of landing at the South Pole by Gus Shinn, John Strider, 

Admiral Dufek and others, and I'm interviewing John Strider about the event and other 

events during Deepfreeze I and II - early Deepfreeze years. So, we left off with you taking 

off from the Beardmore intermediate station, I guess we could call it, between the Pole 

for McMurdo. You're heading back for McMurdo. I guess the best thing to ask you here 

was how was the weather? 

 

JS:  The weather was good. It was a little bit chilly and windy when we got back to 

McMurdo, but we landed all right and our reception committee was there. 

 

BS:  Who was the reception committee? 

 

JS:  Well, I think Pat Threse and Bill Hardigan and some of our crew members were 

there.  
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BS:  Lots of VX-6ers. 

 

JS:  Lots of VX-6ers. A few Seabees. And that was about all. 

 

BS:  Was Walter Sullivan there in your time? 

 

JS:  I don't recall. If he was there then . . . everybody that was anybody was there. 

 

BS:  OK. Of course, they radioed back ahead, I assume. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So everybody knew.  

 

JS:  Everybody was there, waiting for us. 

 

BS:  So, what'd you do that night? 

 

JS:  Well, let's see. We had a first class hospital corpsman, named Burt Smittle, and he 

had the medicinal brandy and I think we got a hold of him. 

 

BS:  Burt Smittle, huh? 

 

JS:  Right. He was an HM-1 and a damn good one. And we had a few of the brandies and 

played a little poker, I think. Yeah, I believe we did play some poker. 

 

BS:  Dufek join you? 
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JS:  No, Dufek didn't join me. He and Captain Cordiner had their own little flag quarters 

that they  . . . and the two captains and the Admiral had their own special hut there and 

they did their drinking and partying there.  

 

BS:  So, you had a little party. 

 

JS:  Had a little party. And let's see, we had a   . . . I believe we had a Catholic chaplain 

there named John Condit. 

 

BS:  Yes, you did. 

 

JS:  And he was one hell of a nice guy. 

 

BS:  Built the Chapel of the Snows. 

 

JS:  Yessir. And he helped us celebrate. Because I remember, when they unloaded the 

communion wine down there, they unloaded it all at McMurdo because Father John says, 

"They ain't going to need any over at Little America anyway because they got a Baptist 

chaplain."  

 

BS:  They use grape juice, don't they? 

 

JS:  Yeah. So, Father John played the accordion and my radioman played the guitar, so 

we used to have a few singalongs and wine fests. 

 

BS:  OK. I'm going to ask you a question now. 
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JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  I asked Gus Shinn before I asked you. My question was, the way I understand how 

planes - R4Ds - operated when I flew in them, the first guy out was always the crewman, 

and he pinned the gear. I said, "Did that happen with you?" And Gus said, "Yes, that's 

the way it happened." And you verified the same thing. But, if you read Dufek's book, he 

said he was the first to step out. You never said anything. 

 

JS:  Captain, you were in the Navy. 

 

BS:  Don't Captain me. I'm a civilian.  

 

JS:  OK, Brian.You were in the Navy. Admiral Dufek got a Legion of Merit. I got an Air 

medal. 

 

BS:  Helped you get promoted.  

 

(50) 

 

JS:  And if I would have said anything, because I really . . . I never thought about it 

anyway. It doesn't make any difference to me. Admiral Dufek can be the first on the Pole, 

I don't care. 

 

BS:  He was the leader. 

 

JS:  He was the leader of the group.  
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BS:  Like Byrd was. 

 

JS:  That's right. But, if I'da said anything. If I'da let it be known, Admiral Dufek would 

still have gotten the Legion of Merit and I'da gotten my ass sent to the USS Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, or something like that, so that didn't happen. It helped me make Chief, it 

helped me get promoted in the Navy and so, that's good. 

 

BS:  That's right. Dufek would have gotten it anyway. But, he said he was first in his 

book. Now, to be fair to Dufek, that was probably his editor.  

 

JS:  Well . . . 

 

BS:  Editors change that stuff. Especially on these hot selling books. You know, they're 

good for two months and then they don't sell any more. But, anyway, so . . . in truth, by 

your testimony, but backed up by Gus to me, you were the first person to stand at the 

South Pole since Scott and Amundsen! You didn't say that. I did. So, that's important. You 

got an Air medal. Gus, what did he get? 

 

JS:  I believe he got a Legion of Merit. I think all the officers got Legion of Merit. But, I 

don't know. 

 

BS:  I'd rather have an Air medal. 

 

JS:  Me, too. Well, you know what? Just between you and me, we got recommended for 

DFC for that flight over Pole of Inaccessibility. 
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BS:  Um-hum. Did you get it? 

 

JS:  No. Got a Navy Achievement Medal, because they came back and said the DFC was 

only for combat!! 

 

BS:  Yeah, that's true. And you got a . . .  

 

JS:  Navy Commendation Medal , or a Navy Commendation Ribbon with a medal added 

to it.  

 

BS:  Well, those are two pretty good medals. Helped you get promoted, didn't it? 

 

JS:  Did for a fact. 

 

BS:  Did you make it ahead of your peers? 

 

JS:  No. 

 

BS:  But, you made it on time? 

 

JS:  No. Not really. I was having too good a time. I didn't make Chief until I had 19 in. 

 

BS:  OK. So, you're back in McMurdo. You've still got most of the season ahead of you. 

What did you do for the rest of the season? 

 

JS:  Well, I went to sickbay because my ears were hurting. They wouldn't pop. And they 

grounded me for a couple of weeks and one of my old buddies that was a plane captain 



 78

on one of the R5Ds took a couple of flights for me to the Pole and then I made a couple 

more flights to the Pole. 

 

BS:  Who's you fly with? Gus? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, Gus made four or five flights up there. 

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. He made several.  

 

BS:  What'd you do, carry passengers and stuff? 

 

JS:  Yeah. The second flight we carried a couple of passengers. We carried a couple of 

dogs, and some tents and just various stuff. 

 

BS:  How long did you keep it up? How long did you fly back and forth to Pole? 

 

JS:  Until the middle of January. 

 

BS:  Who closed it out? There was some trouble getting people into the Pole. 

 

JS:  Yeah. It was bad. The weather was bad. 

 

BS:  And so, did you meet Paul Siple? 

 

JS:  I did on Deepfreeze I.  
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BS:  Oh, you did on Deepfreeze I. 

 

JS:  Yeah. I met him and talked to him a little bit. But, we didn't talk about anything but 

football games and things like that. 

 

BS:  Nice guy? 

 

JS:  Yeah. Helluva nice guy.  

 

BS:  So, he's at Pole along with Tuck? The military guy that was what, JG? 

 

JS:  Tuck? Yeah. I remember him. Yeah.  

 

(100) 

 

BS:  And they had some people that they wanted to come in, and they had trouble getting 

them in towards the very end, plus supplies. Somebody flew the last flight . . . the last 

couple flights that made it in there. Do you know who that was? Was that you guys? In 

February. 

 

JS:  What'd they fly? R4D? 

 

BS:  R4. Far as I know. Well, if you don't' know . . .  

 

JS:  I don't remember.  
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BS:  Yeah, there was some problem getting everything in. But, that's because the weather 

turned bad. Was it bad at McMurdo or bad at Pole? 

 

JS:  It was bad at the Pole, and then the runway at McMurdo was deteriorating, too. And 

we didn't have a snow runway there.  

 

BS:  At McMurdo. 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Oh. OK.  

 

JS:  Or we didn't when I was there. I heard later on that they had a snow runway. 

 

BS:  OK. So, here the Pole's all ready to go for the winter, closed out, and when did you 

fly back to Christchurch? Oh, I guess I'd better ask you another question. Did you fly 

anywhere else besides Pole? Any other camps or traverses? 

 

JS:  I went to Little America. Of course, Beardmore Station. A couple of stations that we 

set up that didn't even have a name that we set for the Army trail parties.  

 

BS:  So, you flew for the trail parties.  

 

JS:  Yeah. And I flew over to Hut Point on a helicopter. And other than that, that's all we 

did. I didn't fly any more than that.  

 

BS:  OK. 
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JS:  And we left the airplanes there. We didn't fly them back. I came back to New 

Zealand on the USNS John R. Towle - an empty Victory ship and man you talk about a 

rough ride - that was a Teddy Roosevelt if there ever was one.  

 

BS:  John R. Towle. How about the rest of the VX-6ers? Did most of them come out by 

ship? 

 

JS:  Yeah. All of them that were on the R4Ds did.  

 

BS:  Pilots, too? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Gus with you? 

 

JS:  I don't know what ship he came out on. He might have come out on an R5D. I don't 

know how they came out. 

 

BS:  So, you returned on the USNS John R. Towle. . . to Christchurch? Littleton?   

 

JS:  To Port Littleton, yeah. 

 

BS:  OK. And from there? 

 

JS:  Bus trip back to Christchurch and VR-1 to Quonset Point. 
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BS:  VR-1 picked you up. 

 

JS:  VR-1 picked us up and we landed at Christmas and Barber's Point. They were using 

R6Ds, and from Barber's Point to Alameda and Alameda to Quonset Point.  

 

BS:  So, they had better legs. What's the difference between an R5D and an R6D?   

 

JS:  R6D was pressurized. Had R-2800s on it so to get up to 25,000 feet. And it was a lot 

bigger. It could hold more passengers. It was a good airplane.  

 

BS:  OK. So, that ended Deepfreeze II.  

 

JS:  And that was . . . I was promised when I got through Deepfreeze II that I could get 

the set of orders that I wanted. So, I put in for Naval Air Station Anacostia and got it. 

And I checked in at Anacostia in July of '57, kicked around there for a little while trying 

to get orientated as to what was going on and everything. They had about a thousand 

Beechcraft. 

 

BS:  Proficiency planes. 

 

JS:  Proficiency planes. Couple of T-28s. Even had a couple of jet trainers. 

 

(150) 

 

BS:  T-1? 
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JS:  Yeah, T-1, I think. Had a couple of them. And they had two airline model R5Ds 

without the cabin tanks, with 8 wing tank system, and they had four or five C-131 or R4Y 

Convairs. So, I kicked around. Worked in maintenance there for a little while. Then they 

found out I was checked out on R5Ds, so they put me on as second mech. I was still 

second class then. So, they still put me on as second mech on the R5Ds. The first flight I 

had out of there was to take a group of scientists from . . . we went from Anacostia to 

Fort Churchill up in the Arctic! What is that, Manitoba? 

 

BS:  Um, I think it's Manitoba. I don't know. It's on Hudson Bay, anyway. 

 

JS:  Yeah. And from there, we went up to Thule, Greenland. 

 

BS:  Who did you take and what was the purpose . . . ? 

 

JS:  It was a bunch of international scientists. Some guys from all over the world. I don't 

know what we were doing? 

 

BS:  I'm going to ask you a question just real quick on that. Was the Chief Scientist 

named Pomerantz? 

 

JS:  I think so. 

 

BS:  So, you flew to Churchill? 

 

JS:  Churchill. We stayed there a day. Then we flew over to Thule, Greenland, and we 

stayed there a couple of days. And then we flew to Point Barrow, Alaska. And I don't . . .  
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BS:  This was in 1957. 

 

JS:  You're right. This is the . . .  

 

BS:  The start of IGY.  

 

JS:  Yes. And . . .  

 

BS:  IGY started July of '57, when you got to Anacostia. So, Greenland, for a couple of 

days. And scientists went off . . .  

 

JS:  Went off and did their thing.  

 

BS:  Now, did the scientists go with you to Churchill . . . same ones go with you to 

Greenland? 

 

JS:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Then, did they go with you to Barrow?  Same group. 

 

JS:  Yes. Same group. And I may have flown over the North Pole on that flight. If so, I 

made two . . . both Poles in a year. I don't know. I don't recall whether we flew over the 

Pole or not on that flight. 

 

BS:  We can check that out. It would be fun to try and check it out. Then, in to Barrow. In 

fact, I know who'll know. We'll ask Pomerantz.  
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JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  He's a good buddy of mine. 

 

JS:  All right.  

 

BS:  Then to Barrow via the Pole. OK. So, made two poles in one year. Stood at one and 

flew over the other.  

 

JS:  From there, we went to Seattle, and spent a day or two there, and then we flew back 

to Anacostia.  

 

BS:  So, you went to the Arctic, too.  

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  That was the beginning of IGY. Just for records sake, Martin Pomerantz was one of 

the great cosmic ray scientists. He has been to the South Pole. He retired from that in 

1994 and the big science complex at South Pole today is called the Pomerantz Center.  

 

JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  And Dr. Pomerantz lives, he's feisty, and he lives in San Rafael where he's retired, 

but he never retired until he was 84. 

 

JS:  All right. He's in good shape now, huh? 
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BS:  Yeah. Good shape. So, I did an oral . . . he's just a day's drive down the road, but 

we're good friends. In the 60s and then again in the 80s, we were good buddies. 

 

JS:  You're buddies now. 

 

(200)  

 

BS:  One of the great scientists. One of the guys. . . he stayed with the . . . was in both 

polar regions. Dr. Pomerantz had a cosmic ray station at Churchill, he had another in 

Thule. There were other cosmic rays that weren't his at Point Barrow. He had one at Mt. 

Haleakala, one at Swarthmore in Pennsylvania, one in New Zealand, one at McMurdo 

and eventually, he had one at South Pole. And I believe they're all still operating and 

gathering data on cosmic rays. 

 

JS:  All right. He set all that up, huh? 

 

BS:  He set it all up and wrote the papers. He was one of the big names in the 

geophysical business, yeah. But, he didn't go to Antarctica during IGY. He concentrated 

on the north. They didn't get a cosmic ray station set up in Antarctica until after IGY- he 

set his first one up about 1960-61 - somewhere in there. So, for the record and it's nice 

that we can cross these trails of all you guys that kind of verifies one another.  

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, you went back. You went to the Arctic and back to Anacostia. 
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JS:  Back to Anacostia. I got checked out in Convairs and spent three . . . well, let's see, I 

got there in '57 and left there . . . spent two years in Anacostia. I got checked out in the C-

131  - the R4Y. And then, I got orders initially to AEW [BarRonPac] which was an early 

warning outfit out of Barber's Point, flying Super Connies. But, I didn't want that. So, on 

my way to transfer out there, I stopped at Travis Air Force Base for transportation and I 

found out that Captain Cordiner was the  Commander of the Western Sea Frontier down 

in Treasure Island. So, I went down to see him and say hello and tell him I wasn't happy 

with going to AEW BarRonPac, and he says, "You don't have to go to AEW BarRonPac. 

You can go wherever you want to. I'll see to it." So, he said, "VP-28 is a good squadron 

in Barber's Point." And I said, "I'll take that." 

 

BS:  So, your old Deepfreeze Captain set you up with VP-28? 

 

JS:  VP-28 in Barber's Point, which was visually engaged in ASW work in the Pacific 

and also the favorite squadron of. . . I forget who was the Commodore over there at the 

time. Anyway . . .  

 

BS:  So, this was at Moffit? 

 

JS:  Barber's Point. 

 

BS:  Oh, at Barber's Point.  

 

JS:  So, we had . . .  

 

BS:  Were you married then? 
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JS:  Nope. I was single at the time. And we deployed . . . had 6 months deployment to 

Japan soon after I got there to Iwakuni Marine Air Facility. And in this tour of duty, I 

checked out as a P2V plane captain and also got my air crew wings. 

 

BS:  Well, what's the difference between those wings and what you had for VX-6? 

 

JS:  I didn't have any for VX-6. 

 

BS:  Didn't VX-6 award wings?  They weren't authorized to do it? 

 

JS:  No, they weren't authorized. 

 

BS:  But, you still did the same thing, didn't you? 

 

JS:  Did the same thing, but you had to know three positions. And what I'd been flying in, 

there weren't any three enlisted positions. So, anyway, I checked out. 

 

BS:  Because they were all rolled into one guy. 

 

JS:  All rolled into one guy, yeah.  

 

BS:  Tougher job in the R4D. I mean more . . .  

 

JS:  Hell, I was even co-pilot to Gus Shinn. 

 

BS:  Did you land a plane. Take 'em off? 
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JS:   No, I never did. Never did. 

 

(250) 

 

BS:  Flipped all the switches and turned all the knobs, for Gus Shinn. 

 

JS:  That was it. I never made a take off or landing.  

 

BS:  You were of one mind, could read one another's thoughts. Before he gave you 

orders, you had already flipped the switch or whatever it was. 

 

JS:  No, I hadn't done that. I knew what he was going to do. 

 

BS:  Well, that's what I mean. 

 

JS:  I waited till . . .  

 

BS:  That's what I mean. You had your hand there to do it. That's what I meant. 

 

JS:  Yeah. You were the same way when you were a plane commander. You didn't want 

anybody changing anything without you telling them, did you? 

 

BS:  No. I would have hit them with my knee board. And it wasn't a friendly tap either. 

They remembered it for about a day, because it was blue. I had those from when I was a 

co-pilot.  
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JS:  And VX-6 . . . or VP-28, I learned plane captain, of course, and I learned how to 

operate the mad gear and I checked out in ordinance and ECM, so that was enough to get 

my . . .  

 

BS:  So, you could operate the mad? 

 

JS:  Yep.  

 

BS: Keep the records? 

 

JS:  Yep. 

 

BS:  Mad, ECM and what else? 

 

JS:  Ordinance. 

 

BS:  And Ordinance. So you could drop the . . . . you could trigger the torpedoes? 

 

JS:  Oh, yeah. What I really liked was operating the mad gear up in the nose of the plane. 

And get a mad, mad, mad and drop the PDCs.  

 

BS:  So, that was pretty good. So, you were there because Captain Cordiner . . .  

 

JS:  Captain Cordiner got it for me. 
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BS:  I gotta back up a little bit. Did Cordiner come out on the Towle with you? The 

reason I ask, I heard that he threw his slides and records away when he was on the ship 

going back to Chch.  

 

JS:  I don't think he was on the . . . . I don't know what ship he went back on.  

 

BS:  But, do you know that he threw his records away? 

 

JS:  I have heard that he did.  

 

BS:  You had. You'd heard that. 

 

JS:   I'd heard . . . Gus Shinn, I think, told me that. But, I didn't know that myself. 

 

BS:  So, Shinn said that and you heard it. 

 

JS:  I heard it. 

 

BS:  He wasn't happy with the way he'd been treated. 

 

JS:  He was very unhappy with the way he'd been treated. 

 

BS:  He wasn't treated like a Commanding Officer. 

 

JS:  No.  

 

BS:  Yeah. Don't blame him. 
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JS:  I don't blame him either. 

 

BS:  OK. You're in VP-28. Plane Captain. Did you fly any of those flights up to Adak, to 

the Arctic or anything like . . .  

 

JS:  No. 

 

BS:  Did you ever get back to the Antarctic? 

 

JS:  No. 

 

BS:  Did you ever go back to the Arctic?  

 

JS:  Um-hum.  

 

BS:  Did you ever get asked to tell everybody about the Antarctic business? Um-hum. 

Eventually, the VP guys rotated in and out of VXE-6. They'd have a tour at VP, then 

VXE-6.  

 

JS:  I never did get checked out in the P-3. 

 

BS:  So, you flew P-2s. 

 

JS:  P2s, yeah. I wish I'da gotten checked out in P-3s and where I really dorked up - didn't 

dork up, but I should have gone with that AEW BarRonPac and got checked out in the 

Super Connie or the, whatever they called them.  
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BS:  Well, VP was a stronger . . . I mean, BarRonPac went away. 

 

(300) 

 

JS:  Yeah. I know it did. And the only flights they had were from Midway to Adak 

anyway. They didn't fly any . . .  

 

BS:  Well, they went away and the guys . . . unfortunately, when something like that goes 

away, here's a guy half-way through his career and nobody wants him. You know, he only 

knows Connies, we don't have Connies any more, he's a Chief or he's a First Class and 

you know. We want somebody with five, ten years of experience at mad, ECM and 

Ordinance. You know. So, they sent him to cat and dog duties. 

  Let me ask you a question about your awards. Were they awarded at VX-6 or did 

they catch up to you later? 

 

JS:  They caught up at Anacostia.  

 

BS:  OK. So, you got your . . .  

 

JS:  Air Medal. 

 

BS:  OK, let me see. Got Air Medal and Navy Commendation Medal at Anacostia. Did 

they have a formal ceremony? 

 

JS:  Yes. 
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BS:  Just for you, or the monthly that got all the awards done? 

 

JS:  No, they had a personnel inspection.  

 

BS:  OK. 

 

JS:  For the whole base. And Captain Bing was my Skipper and he awarded them to me. 

 

BS: Captain Bing. 

 

JS:  Right. 

 

BS:  Were you the only one getting awards? 

 

JS:  Yep. 

 

BS:  So, that was kinda nice. 

 

JS:  Yep, it was. 

 

BS:  Did they let you inspect the troops? 

 

JS:  No. They didn't let me inspect the troops. I didn't even know what I was getting. 

They didn't even tell me what . . . the only thing I remember, Brian, was that the leading 

chief came up to me on the Friday afternoon and said, "You will be at inspection 

tomorrow." They had it on Saturday. And he said, "Look sharp." And I said, "Well, I ain't 
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never failed an inspection yet," and he said, "Look sharper tomorrow." And I didn't even 

know it until they called me out. I didn't know when to salute the Skipper or what. 

 

BS:  That's always fun to do. 

 

JS:  But, it was very . . .  they read the citation for the commendation medal. That was 

the, I think the Chief of Naval Personnel, signed that one. And then President Eisenhower 

signed the Air medal. 

 

BS:  President signed it?  You've got one . . . ? 

 

JS:  No, no. It was the Secretary of the Navy. Yeah. 

 

BS:  Have you got the award certificates still? 

 

JS:  Um-hum. Wanna look at them? 

 

BS:  Yeah, when we're done here. So, you got your awards at a surprise inspection. And 

they didn't ask you to inspect the troops. 

 

JS:  No. They didn't ask me to inspect the troops. 

 

BS:  What I used to do is when the guys got medals like that. I'd call them out and say, 

"You can inspect the troops." And they'd stop and look over their chiefs and see . . . and 

your buttons are a little . . . They had a grand time. That was always fun to do that.  OK, 

so anyway, when did you get married? Barber's? 
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(350) 

 

JS:  Yep. Got married when I was at Barber's Point. I met the girl at Anacostia. Not this 

one. And I went to the West Pac for a little better of a year before I took some leave and 

came back and married her. And the last year at West Pac, I had one 6 month deployment 

to Japan and then we came back and then we went to Johnson Island for some missile 

tests, and then we went to Christmas Island for the A-bomb test. And that was called 

Operation Dominick. And we only had a three plane DET at Christmas.  

 

BS:  Which years were these? 

 

JS:  This was in '63. '62 and '63. 

 

BS:  Hydrogen bomb? 

 

JS:  No,  the A-bomb.  

 

BS:  The reason I ask, I was out there about '63 and they did that great big one, but I 

think that was . . .  

 

JS:  Well, that may be it. 

 

BS:  You could see it. Anyway, it lit up the sky in Hawaii. I was at Ford Island. 

 

JS:  Oh, were you? 

 

BS:  Yeah. That was an intelligence tour. 
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JS:  Oh.  

 

BS:  Still can't talk about it. OK. How long did you stay in? 

 

JS:  In the Navy? 

 

BS:  Yeah.  

 

JS:   26. 

 

BS:  So, you retired after 26 years. And where did you retire? 

 

JS:  ComNav Air Lant, Norfolk. 

 

BS:  What'd you do after that? 

 

JS:  Worked for a couple of Beltway bandits. I worked for a company called Vitro which 

was Automation Industries. And I worked for a little Virginia Beach company called 

QED. And then I worked for a company out of New Jersey called M & T. And by that 

time, I was ready to not do much of anything, so I worked on a golf course at Cheetham 

Annex for MWR. 

 

BS:  When you retired, were you living here or . . . ? 

 

JS:  Yeah. No, no. I lived at Norfolk when I retired. 
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BS:  And you decided to move across here after you retired. 

 

JS:  Um-hum.  I retired on February 1st. I married this one on February 2nd, in '74, and 

we lived over in Norfolk for a couple of years and then we moved over here. 

 

BS:  So, in 1974, you retired, huh? 

 

JS:  Yeah. When I left VP-28 in 1963, I got into VIP flying in the C-131s. 

 

BS:  What's your wife's name? 

 

JS:  T-e-r-r-i. 

 

BS:  You got kids? 

 

JS:  No. I had two, my previous marriage. 

 

(400) 

 

BS:  Boys? Girls? 

 

JS:  Boy and a girl. 

 

BS:  How are they doing? 

 

JS:  Super. 
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BS:  So are mine. 

 

JS:  Boy works for a company up in Maryland. He works for Ameritrade. 

 

BS:  My son works for Ameritrade in Omaha. Is your son in Baltimore? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  He's in Baltimore? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  My son's in Omaha, in Ameritrade's Headquarters. 

 

JS:  Well, kiss my ass. 

 

BS:  Kiss my ass. You're on tape. 

 

JS:  My son just came back from Omaha. 

 

BS:  Yeah. He went there for some orientation or something? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  What's his name? 

 

JS:  John Strider. 
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BS:  What's his job? 

 

JS:  I don't know.  

 

BS:  How old is he? 

 

JS:  He's thirty . . . let's see . . . he was born in '64. Thirty-seven. 

 

BS:  37.  My son was born in '67 and he's three years younger, I guess, so he's 34. He's 

only worked for Ameritrade for a couple of years. I think we're pretty much done. If you 

have any . . . if you remember that you've forgotten anything, you can give me a call and I 

can set up a telephone conference and plug it in and we can put it on tape, or when we 

send you - like this - we'll have something typed up double-spaced so you can write in 

between the lines. 

 

JS:  Well, you might write down there, after I left VP-28, I transferred to NAS Norfolk 

and I was First Class then. And I got to be second mech on the flag aircraft for 

CINCLANTFLEET, C-131. And I was on that from '63-'69. 

 

BS:  CINCLANTFLEET? What kind of aircraft? 

  

JS:  C-131.  

 

BS:  Until when? 
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JS:  Until '69.  I went through four CINCS, one of them being Admiral Thomas H. 

Moore. 

 

BS:  Well, I was in Norfolk in '65, '66. That's when Tom Moore was there. Reason I 

know, Tom Moore Jr. was my roommate.  

 

(450) 

 

JS:  And then after that, I made Chief in '69, and I got orders to Commander Middle East 

Forces in Bahrain. And I was crew chief of their flag aircraft, C-131, showing the flag all 

over the Mideast. And then I left . . .  

 

BS:  So, anyway, COMMIDEAST Force until . . . ? 

 

JS:  Until '70. And then I came back and I was the crew chief for Com Nav Air Lant, C-

131, until I got grounded for high blood pressure. And then I got put on the staff of Com 

Nav Air Lant as model manager for all fighters and helos in the Air Lant inventory.  

 

BS: Who was at Com Nav Air Lant then? 

 

JS:  Gus Kinnear 

 

BS:  Kinnear? Gus Kinnear? 

 

JS:  Yeah. 
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BS:  The reason I ask is was it the Com Nav Air Lant that died when he was out jogging? 

That was '82 or '83.  

 

JS:  No, that was VADM Smith 

 

BS:  Smith, that's right.  

 

JS:  Yeah. I was either with Kinnear or I believe it was him when I was there.  

 

BS:  Yeah, it was . . . Doug Smith was his name, right? 

 

JS:  That was after . . .  

 

BS:  After you retired. 

 

JS:  I didn't think I was going to like that job in the staff's office. That's why when I had 

my 26 in, I handed my papers in. But, that's because I had never done anything in the past 

20 years except more or less independent-type duty, except that one tour in the VP-28. 

And I didn't think I was going to be able to handle it. But . . .  

 

BS:  You liked it. 

 

JS:  I liked it. I'd already put my papers in. Viet Nam was winding down and when I tried 

to pull them out, my detailer said, "Chief, take your money and go." 

 

BS:  They're kicking guys out. That was good advice. 
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JS:  Yeah. So, I did. Well, that's interesting that our sons work for the same company. 

 

BS:  That really is. Well, I'll talk to him. I'm just going to close this out. Basically, we can 

insert anything in here if you remember something that you've forgotten. We can insert it 

either in writing or we can put it on tape for Bonnie. So, it's been an absolute pleasure. 

 

JS:  Well, I had the joy.  

 

BS:  It's fun, isn't it. 

 

JS:  Yes, it really is. 

 

BS:  Well, you're part of history now, because this is going to be filed with Admiral 

Byrd's papers. 

 

(500) 

 

JS:  OK. 

 

BS:  You're going to be Chief Strider and Admiral Byrd in the same batch of papers.  

 

JS:  OK. Let me tell you something about Admiral Byrd. 

 

BS:  OK.  
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JS:  He is from Berryville, Virginia. My aunt lived in Winchester, Virginia, and she wrote 

a book of poems years ago when Admiral Byrd first started his polar expedition thing, 

and she wrote a poem about him. 

 

BS:  Oh, is that right? 

 

JS:  And it started off, "Oh have you heard of Richard Byrd who left his home without a 

word, and sailed across the Polar Sea where it's as cold as cold can be." That's true. 

 

BS:  Is that right? 

 

JS:  That is true.  

 

BS:  Well, that's a good one to end it on.  He was a friend of yours, so that's all right. 

 

JS:  Yeah, he was my buddy. I liked Admiral Byrd.  

 

(End of Tape 2 - Side A) 

____________________________ 

 

End of Interview 
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