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Bailey's Histology
This well known text was thoroughly revised and greatly improved in the

seventh and eighth editions. The present (ninth) edition conforms in organiza-
tion and style to the last edition and is the work of five collaborators, all members
of the Anatomy Department of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia
University. Four chapters have been rewritten and most of the others have been
reorganized or revised to incorporate new material. The book is well balanced
and the organization is logical. The cell is first considered as a structural and
functional unit, attention being directed both to fixed preparations and the living
cell as seen in tissue culture and other preparations. Then the various tissues
are described and finally the several systems with their respective structures and
organs. In each section the histogenesis of the particular tissues is briefly given.
In many instances the life cycle and ultimate fate of special cells are indi-
cated. Occasional references are made to gross anatomical relationships to
facilitate orientation and the more frequent use of such references would probably
be welcomed by the average student. At the outset the authors recognize that
structure assumes its fullest significance only when it is correlated with function
and this thesis is carried throughout the text. Certainly this is good pedagogy
for memory rests upon interest and association and the student will remember
structure to the degree that he is able to interpret it in terms of life processes.
This text may be confidently recommended for teaching purposes as a clear and
straight-forward treatment of the subject.—O. C. WOOLPERT.

Bailey's Textbook of Histology, by various authors. Ninth edition. xvi+
773 pp. Baltimore, William Wood & Co., 1936.

Gems
A student who takes geology sooner or later comes to his instructor with a

question concerning gems. Usually the instructor refers him to some trade
article or else perforce to some technical and specialized report on one or at the
most two kinds of gems. This new book on gems has as a subtitle "A Popular
Handbook." It more than justifies the name. The first four chapters discuss the
ancient use of gems and the development of the art and styles of cutting them.
The diamond is taken up first, followed by a brief discussion of famous diamonds.
Other precious stones are discussed, followed by accounts of semiprecious stones.
Then is discussed chrysoberyl, opal, quartz gems, opaque gems, and unusual
gems such as anatase, andalusite, benitoite, cassiterite, cyanite, hematite.
Organic gems such as pearls and amber are discussed in chapter 16. A general
bibliography is followed by a six-page descriptive table of gems. This table gives
in a concise manner the name, mineral composition, color, transparency, hardness,
specific gravity, occurrence, and usual cutting methods.

This book fills a long felt want. It is well and interestingly written, the
style is smooth and it holds the interest. The illustrations are excellent and so
placed as to greatly enhance the text.—WILLARD BERRY.

The Study of Gems, by Herbert P. Whitlock. 206 pages. New York, Lee
Furman, Inc., 1936.




