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Pollen
In recent years there has been increasing interest taken in pollen. This has

been in part due to the effects of pollen grains on hayfever sufferers, and in part
to the fact that the more resistant pollen grains are often well preserved in peats
and other natural deposits where the other remains are so changed as to be un-
recognizable. The investigations of peats are going on all over the world,
especially in regions which were glaciated in the Pleistocene, and from these
studies we are. learning much about past plant assembleges and distributions as
well as past climates. Wodehouse in his new book "Pollen Grains" discusses
the history of pollen studies, pollen not having been seen in detail until 1665 altho
known to exist as a sort of dust. Methods of collecting and preparing fresh pollens
for study are given. A chapter by G. Erdtman takes up fossil pollens and "Pollen
Statistics." A discussion of atmospheric pollen leads naturally to hayfever.
Then follows a discussion of characters of pollen grains. The major pa'rt of the
book is devoted to a classification of pollen grains. A master key takes some 8
pages. The classification begins with the fossil pollens of the Cycadofilicales
with some 11 different pollen grains described. The Cordaitales and Bennettitales
are also included. The living Gymnosperms are next, covering 84 pages. The
Angiosperms fill the rest of the book. A glossary, bibliography and index close
the book.

This excellent classification of pollen grains should find a wide open field.
Certainly botantists need it as well as all paleobokantists who are working on the
younger rocks. As far as I know it is the only book bringing together descriptions
of pollen grains. Its value is increased by the numerous careful illustrations.
My only regret is that it could not tell us more about the fossil pollen grains, many
of which require an especial technique to free them from the rocks or coal where
they are preserved.—WILLARD BERRY.

Pollen Grains, by R. P. Wodehouse. xvi+574 pp. New York, The McGraw-
Hill Book Co. 1935.




