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Q. My name is Alice Duncanson. It is Wednesday, October 20, 2021, and I am here doing an 

oral history for The Ohio State University with Bryan Knedler. 

A. Okay, actually my last name is Knedler, but that’s okay. Everybody mispronounces it but 

that’s fine. 

Q. I actually had a feeling I said it wrong, so thank you for that. Why don’t we start by having 

you tell me, now that we’ve got the correct pronunciation of your name out of the way, 

your date of birth and where you were born? 

A. Okay, I was born in November 1958, and I was born and raised in Marysville, Ohio which 

is about 30 miles from Columbus. 

Q. Tell me a little bit about your family background, where you grew up, what was your family 

like, etc. 

A. I grew up in a very rural area. We didn’t have a farm per se; we had a pasture. We would 

have a steer every year and have it butchered. I had lambs in 4-H, so it was farm-ish. It’s a 

very rural and conservative place, at least at that time. Marysville has changed immensely 

in 40-some years. We didn’t even have a McDonald’s or anything there. It was just a little 

tiny town at that point. My mother is from England. She met my father during the Korean 

War when he was stationed in England. The British side of my family I don’t know very 

well although I did become a dual citizen, so I have British citizenship as well as U.S. My 

father’s family was very close by. My grandparents lived a couple houses away, so there 

was a lot of interaction with them. They were all very conservative. My dad supported 

George Wallace [who ran for U.S. President in 1968 and 1972], if that gives you a flavor 
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of where I came from. It’s very much all white. There might have been two or three either 

multi-racial or black kids in the schools. The big employer was OM Scotts grass seed com-

pany, which is where my brother and my father worked. I did do summer jobs there. That 

was basically it. There was really no information about homosexuality or gay rights or 

anything like that. It was never talked about. There was really nothing on TV. It wasn’t 

discussed in those years, back in the ’60s. That’s basically the gist of kind of where I came 

from. 

Q. Okay, great. How did you then end up at Ohio State? 

A. That’s an interesting story. I of course applied to other places but I wanted to get, when I 

was young, I wanted to be a veterinarian and of course, the best school is at Ohio State. 

But by the time I actually got there, I realized, I started looking at what I was going to have 

to do, chemistry and all that. I had no aptitude. I was terrible in high school with chemistry. 

I was terrible at math. So, I realized that wasn’t going to probably work out too well. Then 

I got interested in going into natural resources. I considered that for a little while. Talked 

to some people about it, then I decided to get a degree in English. I don’t really remember 

how I got there except I was always really good at writing and that sort of thing. It sort of 

seemed like an easy [major] to do for a B.A. That’s what happened. That’s how I got there, 

and it was close by. 

Q. As a freshman, what were your first impressions of campus? 

A. The first thing, I had been to the campus before, like on school trips but it was a very 

controlled environment. I was just amazed at how many people were crammed into that 

campus. There were more people on campus than there were in all of Union County, which 

is where I’m from. I think Union County at that time had, like, 20,000 people in the entire 
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county, and I think the campus at that time was, like, at 50,000. It was just the number of 

people and the density. I feel like it was exhilarating. It was great. Coming from that very 

small town to this very cosmopolitan atmosphere was great, and I really enjoyed it. I re-

member the first class; I’ll never forget the first class I went to at Ohio State. It was an 

English class early in the morning. I think it was on existentialism or something. I walk in, 

and the professor whose name I can’t remember was sitting cross-legged on the desk teach-

ing the class, and I believe he was smoking a cigarette because at that time it seemed like 

all the professors were smoking in class. It was just mind-blowing for me, to see that kind 

of thing. Yeah, it was a definite change of environment for me.  

Q. Where did you live your first year, and where did you live for the years after that? 

A. Okay, I was aware enough from people that I knew that had gone to Ohio State, to avoid 

Lincoln and Morrill Tower at all costs.  It was evidently a zoo over there. I know it was. I 

applied for the honors program that existed then. I presume it still does, and it was on the 

top three or four floors of Taylor Tower. The other thing about it was, it was the only coed 

floors on campus at that time. We had women across the hall, next door. It was same gender 

in the rooms, but different rooms were mixed. That was the first year, and then I moved to 

different apartments around campus. No, the second year was in Taylor, too, cause there’s 

a story about that but I’ll tell it later. Third year is when I moved off campus to different 

apartments, I ended up for a while on an apartment building in Iuka Ravine, which is beau-

tiful. I really miss that. It was a beautiful place. And then I ended up going into graduate 

housing with my partner. Another story about that. And then, we eventually ended up living 

at 299 West Fifth Avenue, just south of campus, a big old Victorian that had been made 
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into apartments, two apartments, and had all the original Victorian woodwork. So, that’s 

where I continued to live until 1986, when I left and came here to D.C.  

Q. Great. What was your experience like in the honors program? 

A. I liked it. It was great. There was partying going on definitely, but I think the people were 

more, you know, they had, to get in there they had to have a pretty good GPA to begin 

with. And so, people were very serious about studying. There wasn’t noise and craziness 

like I understand was going on in the towers. It was great. It was a good strategy move for 

me when I did that. That’s for sure. 

Q. Do you remember what was your favorite class and who your favorite professor was? 

A. I really don’t remember. I did end up getting a degree, an MA in English but they called it 

Folklore because it was a Folklore emphasis. And I really enjoyed the Folklore classes but 

I don’t remember any particular professor. I knew one of the English professors pretty well. 

He was openly gay, had parties at his house, and that kind of thing. I hung out with him a 

little bit and his partner. But other than that, I didn’t make sure I took classes from a par-

ticular person necessarily. Let’s put it that way. 

Q. You earned both a bachelor’s and a master’s at Ohio State? 

A. I have an English B.A. and then a Folklore Master’s, and then I actually went again for 

another Master’s and got, it was a newly created curriculum and it was for Arts Admin-

istration. It really didn’t exist; I think it does now but I think I was one of the first people 

that attempted this. They made up basically a degree and they had me taking Marketing, 

Human Resource courses, for the administration part of art stuff. That’s when I intended 

to come to D.C. and work at the Smithsonian. I did get an interview one time, but I didn’t 
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get the job. That would have been a totally different life for me than I had. I never really, 

never used the Arts Administration very much. 

Q. Interesting. Tell me, what was your experience like as a gay student in the early 1980s, and 

were you out when you first arrived on campus? 

A. No, as I said, [my hometown] was a very small conservative town. I didn’t even really, I 

mean, I, at some point, I had started seeing guys but mostly still seeing women. The first 

year or so, I was dating both basically. But I was just confused, I think. I came out in 1978, 

in the fall, and there was a couple of, this is kind of getting off your question, but there was 

a couple of interesting things that happened with that. I had started going to counseling at 

the Counseling Center and also was checking out books about homosexuality and what I 

didn’t know until my brother came by one day and told me that my overdue notices were 

going to mom and dad because that was the address that the library had. My brother was 

always really great and still is. He covered for me and said that I was probably doing a 

paper on it. By that point, I had already told him. So, the coming out didn’t go so well. The 

reason I did it when I did, which was at Thanksgiving, which is a terrible thing to do. 

Looking back on that, I should never have done that, and other people agree with me. It’s 

probably not the time to do this, but that’s when I did. And the reason was, Anita Bryant 

was coming to the Vets Memorial – which I don’t think is there anymore; it was a big 

auditorium downtown – to speak, and so we were going. I had been attending some of the 

Gay Alliance meetings at that point, and we were going to do counter protests. I knew that 

was probably going to end up being in the newspaper or on TV. I wanted to tell them before 

they saw it because we were in the same media market, Marysville’s that close. If they 

didn’t see it, somebody else probably would. It turned out I didn’t get noticed, but that was 
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one of the reasons why I decided to do it when I did. That rally was a few days later, after 

Thanksgiving. But that wasn’t your question. Your question was, what was … 

Q. What was your experience like as a gay student? 

A. I had pretty good reactions from most people that I came out to. Of course, I had discovered 

the Gay Alliance through the Counseling Center and had made friends there. But the only, 

this kind of goes to another question about homophobia, I had three roommates the second 

year, my sophomore year, and when their parents, which is when I came out, and so when 

their parents found out, they made their sons move out of the room. I had to get completely 

new roommates. You probably haven’t seen the scrapbook actually but there was a cartoon 

that was in The Lantern about it, not using my real name, but it was a funny cartoon and it 

had some reactions to the cartoon, some people were kind of upset about. But anyway, that 

was an incident that happened my sophomore year. Other than that, I worked at the librar-

ies, different libraries over time there. Always openly gay. I can tell you some of the bad 

things that happened, but overall, it was fine. I was having fun because I was just learning 

about, I had never been to a gay bar until that time. I didn’t know very many gay people, 

so I was exploring my personality, myself, whatever. 

Q. Absolutely. You mentioned how you had the one openly gay professor and you were 

invited to some social things with him. Was he the only professor you knew who was out 

or did you end up meeting others? 

A. There were a couple of lesbian professors. Rhonda Rivera was in the law school. She ended 

up becoming the advisor for the Gay Alliance. There was a woman in Women’s Studies 

whose name I am not going to remember 40 years on. Les Tannenbaum was the English 
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professor that I knew. He’s may be retired by now, I would think. And then, there were a 

few others. I knew they were gay but I didn’t socialize with them necessarily. 

Q. I actually had a class with Les Tannenbaum when I got my MFA at Ohio State, almost 20 

years ago now, so I’m sure he’s retired by now, but I did have a class with him. I want to 

follow-up about this cartoon that you mentioned. Someone else made a cartoon about your 

situation with your roommates. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. It was published where? 

A. In The Lantern. 

Q. In The Lantern. Was this with your knowledge? Like was this a cartoon that was friendly 

to your point of view? 

A. It was making fun of the situation, that the roommates were forced to move out. I can send 

it to you, if I can find it. They had like a chair barricading the door. It was like making fun 

of the over-reaction. It wasn’t my roommates. They were friends. It was their parents that 

made them move out. They didn’t want to move out. In fact, in one of my journals, I had 

forgotten all this, but one roommate was a very good friend. We had gone to Europe to-

gether in the summer before. He actually was so upset, he didn’t tell me that he was going 

to be forced to move out and he was actually so upset, they had to put him on tranquilizers. 

He was so anxiety-ridden. He was so upset. But move out they did. They had to. That’s 

how that went. Then, I got new roommates and they came in knowing, and they were fine 

with it. In fact, I think one of them later ended up coming out, I think, as I recall, years 

later. I think I probably knew; I don’t remember knowing that I knew that cartoon was 

going to come out. I had connections at The Lantern with people I knew who worked there 
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who were students. That might be where that came from. I really don’t know. Too long ago 

to remember. 

Q. Sure. Was there anything else you wanted to share about homophobia you encountered at 

Ohio State? 

A. Yeah. I can relate a few stories and I think it’s important because I think, especially today, 

people, well at least in urban areas, I’m sure it’s still true in rural areas. I’m sure it’s still a 

problem, coming out. I think people have forgotten a lot of times what it was. This was 

pre-AIDS. And AIDS sort of took all the oxygen, so to speak, out of the movement and 

necessarily so, but before that, we were really trying to fight for gay rights and really had 

a lot of resistance. Peoples’ attitudes, people would call you derogatory names with no 

second thought and that happened often actually. Not terribly often but it would happen, 

especially when we were doing things like gay blue jeans day and those sorts of things, 

when we were doing programming. I already told you about my roommates being forced 

out. One story is, I was getting contact lenses, getting ready to get contact lenses. I had 

gone to one of the opticians there on High Street. I believe the exam was free and so I’m 

in the middle of this exam and suddenly the doctor and one of the assistants started talking 

about gays in a derogatory way. I can’t remember what the exact, maybe it was something 

that had gone on, on campus. I don’t know. And they kept going on and on and using 

derogatory language. When it came time to purchase the contact lenses, I told them, I said, 

“You know, I’m gay and I just had to sit there and listen to you, and I am not buying contact 

lenses from you. And, in fact, I probably should report this to the licensing board.” They 

got real quiet. That was an interesting incident.  
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In the ’80s, I had a partner and we were walking home from a party or something 

and we were on Lane Avenue. This was about 2:30-3:00 in the morning. The bars were 

letting out. We were holding hands. A group of guys attacked us, and this was right outside 

of Taylor Tower. So, people who knew me, heard all the ruckus down there and were look-

ing out, were yelling, and so they were witnessing this. And then, my partner Joel, he was 

down on the ground. They were punching him. He got a black eye out of it. I took the 

strategy of running into the street, figuring that there would be a police car or something. 

What ended up happening is, one of these kids, two or three of them were in high school, 

and their brother or cousin or somebody was in one of the frat houses and they had gone 

and gotten drunk. Anyway, got hit by a car. Got hit by a car. And I think it broke his leg. 

It ran over his leg. I don’t believe the car stopped. I believe it kept going, as I recall. I don’t 

think the car stopped. Of course, people up in Taylor Tower called the police by this point. 

The police arrived – the Columbus Police and the campus police. I think the Columbus 

Police ended up leaving it to the campus police because it was, I don’t know if that was 

technically on campus, because it was in the middle of Lane Avenue, but anyway, they 

weren’t taking it very seriously. Of course, the guys gave their story and then we gave ours. 

The next day, I happened to have had a friend who was an assistant prosecuting attorney 

or whatever the title was at that time down in City Hall. I called him and he wanted to press 

charges for assault. I went to the campus police headquarters, and they hadn’t made a re-

port. They only had, like, half, I think they had maybe one name and the first names of a 

couple of the others. I think there was three or four, can’t remember. I think it was four 

guys. One was actually a student and the other three were friends of his from his hometown. 
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I got John Quigley, who was a law professor and our advisor at that time, involved. 

He started digging and using his sources, and we finally got the names through the phone 

book or something. I can’t remember how we did that. We ended up pressing charges. And 

of course, three of them were underage. That was a problem. Anyway, we did go to court, 

and the charges were dropped to a misdemeanor disorderly conduct or something. It was 

not in my control. It was basically settled, and nothing really happened. I always wondered 

what happened to those guys and what happened the rest of their lives. It must have been 

very traumatic for them but it was certainly traumatic for us, that’s for sure. I think that’s 

the only stories I can think of offhand. I’ll get to that later. You’ve got another question 

that’s more appropriate to answer. I’ll tell you another story. It’s an interesting one but I’ll 

wait for that one. 

Q. Okay. In what ways did you feel supported at Ohio State, and by whom? 

A. The Gay Alliance, of course, was number one. That was really the center of my life trying 

to get a degree done. I had a few friends, good friends, and I had the Counseling Center 

where I first went, to try to get myself figured out, which I did. And I had a counselor 

named Roger Rice, who was like a social something, social worker. And the Meral Crane. 

I’m sure she is not there, and she was, like, a sexologist. She specialized in that. She had 

group therapies and that kind of stuff. I think those were the most supportive things on 

campus that I remember anyway at this point.  

Q. How do you think gay students were perceived by campus administration? 

A. Not very well. We were a thorn in their side. Again, I guess I had forgotten that you hadn’t 

seen the scrapbook and stuff that I sent, but there’s a letter in there, which I had forgotten. 

One of the things we were trying to do is, the Gay Alliance before I was involved, was 
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about half non-students. It was the only gay organization in Columbus other than MCC 

Church and Dignity. They had a Catholic group. But for just general social things, the 

Alliance was it. The students, we finally decided that we wanted to do more student-ori-

ented things other than just parties and that kind of thing. We basically went to the admin-

istration and said, because in theory non-students weren’t supposed to be voting on how to 

use the money that the campus was giving us. So, the group split into two. Then, we started 

doing a lot of programming. We had done, and I actually did this myself, we did a big 

display board in the Ohio Union, the old Ohio Union, and of course we always had to put 

plexiglass over everything because it would get defaced. We had a big sign at the corner 

of 15th and High that said, “Someone in your life is gay.” I believe I gave that to the Ohio 

Historical Society. I actually made that banner myself. We had to put plexiglass over it 

because people would throw bottles and tomatoes and whatever, and write graffiti on it. 

We used that several times at the corner there, for Gay Awareness Week. I made this dis-

play at the Ohio Union, and it was deemed offensive by the administration and I was sent 

a letter saying so. We shouldn’t do that again. There wasn’t anything offensive about it 

other than we were putting the names of famous gay people and that kind of stuff. I’ve got 

a photograph of the actual display. There wasn’t anything sexual about it. Anyway, so that 

was one incident with the administration.  

Then, Drake Union would do a freshman orientation in the fall just before kids 

would come to campus. Again, this had never been done before, but we decided we wanted 

to be part of the student orientation. Well, of course, that did not go over well because you 

had all these parents coming with their kids and we had a display table. We had a sign-up 

form. You were assigned a table. It was in a specific spot. By coincidence, ours was pretty 
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much really visible. And what we had done, is we knew again we were going to have 

problems. We made a wooden box with plexiglass screwed down into it with material about 

the various gay and lesbian resources on campus. One thing that happened was, another 

homophobic incident, it disappeared one day. And so, we had to go looking for it. It was 

down by the river. Somebody had carried it out and threw it, fortunately it didn’t get in the 

water, it was just on the shore down there. We had to get a chain and padlock it to the table. 

Then, I got called, then another time the table was moved. It was moved to a dark back 

corner. We moved it back to where it was supposed to be because we had been assigned 

that spot. I got called into, I think it was an assistant dean that was in charge of Drake 

Union, got called in with one of the other Gay Alliance officers, and he just berated us. 

How dare we move that without permission? We were making the argument, “Hey, we 

didn’t know who moved it. Evidently, the administration did. We didn’t know that.” And 

so, then he was threatening us and all this kind of stuff. I went over to his boss and had a 

meeting with his boss and complained about his actions. I don’t know what ever happened 

with that, but it was a pretty wild incident, that he would have gone to that extent and how 

angry he was about it. Obviously, he didn’t like the fact that we were, I’m sure parents 

were complaining. Oh, he even told us that, he said that parents were complaining. It was 

upsetting people and that’s why they had moved it. Forget the fact that we had a right to be 

there.  

The other thing that we did, and this is kind of interesting because I know there’s 

been a recent controversy about an athletic department physician that was sexually harass-

ing or abusing athletes years ago. I think it was after this incident. We had gotten a couple 
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complaints that there was a doctor at the health center who was sexually molesting basi-

cally some of the men, not gay necessarily but the gay guys who had this experience were 

the ones that came to the Gay Alliance. We had a meeting with the health center director 

and basically told her, I remember the doctor’s name. I won’t say it but I mean, that this 

was happening and they should investigate it. I don’t know whether they ever did. This 

same doctor, we didn’t have many lesbians in our group because there was a separate or-

ganization, but she had the experience of this doctor telling her that she had a hormonal 

imbalance and she should go on hormones because she had hairy legs. Well, she didn’t 

shave her legs. And this doctor did not get it, did not get it. And so, we complained about 

that too, same doctor.  

Anyway, and then another time, we had to have a meeting with them and this is 

actually documented in The Lantern and I believe a letter or something, but they weren’t 

screening properly for venereal diseases, especially if you were gay and having gay sex. 

And the reason was, we were told was because the doctors were too embarrassed to ask a 

guy what kind of sex he was having. So, back to the health center we go and have a meeting, 

and it did result, and this is the article in The Lantern, they ended up having an educational 

series or workshops for the doctors about gays and lesbians, to educate them, because 

again, this is not today. This is back when it wasn’t talked about. Even the doctors didn’t 

really know that much. That was another incident where we had to get involved in admin-

istration. I think that’s the only ones I can really remember. I just remember, some of the 

administration were really great. They really were. Like [Student Life] Dean [Richard] 

Hollingsworth who is the one that I went to at the Union to complain about the other dean. 

He was great.  
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But we knew that we were considered a problem group. We ended up sharing an 

office, I don’t know what they’re like today but they were very small offices for the student 

groups. The women’s group which was, I can’t remember the name of that group, I’m sure 

it had the word lesbian in it or women’s something. Women’s Collective, Action Collec-

tive. Women’s Action Collective. Anyway, we ended up sharing an office with them so 

we’d get a bigger office. It was a very prominent office. Again, all these people were com-

plaining about this office being right there in everybody’s face basically. And we did dis-

plays, we did programming, Gay Awareness Week, we had speakers and we brought in 

films. But we just signed up for things and took advantage of the rights we had just like 

anybody else. Unfortunately, it hadn’t been done before and they weren’t used to, we were 

considered radical which I don’t think we really were, but for that time, we were, because 

we were actually speaking up and asserting ourselves. 

Q. Clearly, you have had extensive experience within the Gay Alliance. Could you talk about 

that experience as a student organization you were involved with, the roles you had with 

Gay Alliance, and then any other organizations you participated in? 

A. That was really the only group I was involved in. It changed its name a couple of times. It 

was Gay Activists Alliance, became Gay Alliance, then became Gay and Lesbian Alliance. 

Kept changing the name. But I held, like, every office. I was president, vice president, I 

think I was treasurer. I’m sure I was secretary, and I was public relations director. We had 

a speaker’s bureau. I think I was in charge of that at one point. Basically, whatever needed 

to be done, I did. Once I got into graduate school, I became less involved. Other people 

were coming up through school, more people were coming out. I was still connected with 

it, but I wasn’t so involved in the day to day of the office and things like that. 
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Q. Why was it important to you to be an activist? 

A. I think that part of it was, I wanted to help other people not go through what I had gone 

through. I basically was, I wasn’t welcome at home for holidays and things like that. My 

parents basically cut me off. My mother didn’t, but my dad and my grandmother did. So, 

my mother would sneak out on holidays and come down to Columbus and spend a dinner 

or something with me and whoever my partner might have been at that time. There were a 

number of years where I didn’t go home at all. I had no contact really other than my mother. 

And my brother was always supportive. I had gone through that, so I felt that it was some-

thing I could do. I was a decent speaker and writer. I think the other thing was that the 

whole philosophy at that time was that the more people that came out, the quicker we would 

get our rights. We were frustrated because so many people were in the closet and not just 

on campus, but lawyers and doctors and professionals that we would see at the bars, but 

they wouldn’t give any money to help the Alliance or advocate at all. That was very frus-

trating. I think part of it was just to become involved and try to push forward for gay rights. 

Then AIDS came along and that changed everything. Then people were forced out of the 

closet, and so it ended up sadly that we were right. The more people that were out to their 

families and more families that had a gay member; it took a while but eventually we ended 

up with gay marriage. We would have never dreamed of that in those years at all, ever. Still 

not quite sure that that’s real. I ended up speaking before classes and on radio and television 

and all those things. I was articulate, I guess, so I was pretty good at it. 

Q. Earlier you were talking about something else and you briefly mentioned blue jeans day. I 

saw that you had served as chairperson for Gala Week, which promoted awareness of gays 

and lesbians on campus. I saw you were quoted in The Lantern story about blue jeans day. 
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Do you remember the controversy around this, and can you kind of tell us about that in 

looking back? 

A. Did you see the scrapbook? Cause that’s in the scrap book. 

Q. No. 

A. How did you see the article? Oh, did you do research? 

Q. Yes.  

A. Oh, how cool. How cool. Gay Awareness Week was something, I don’t know that I came 

up with, but a group of us came up with it, and that was again, we were trying to refocus 

the group to be activists on campus instead of doing social things off campus. Gay blue 

jeans day, I don’t think we invented that; I think maybe Ohio University or Indiana, some-

body else had done it and we read about it. We thought, that’s a fun thing to do. I don’t 

think, it was basically a joke, not a joke joke, but like it was making fun of people basically, 

that they would get so upset about something so silly. But people did take it seriously. If 

you did the research, you probably saw some of the letters to the editor and all those things, 

people complaining about it. And basically, it was, make fun of people, basic point was is 

that anybody that is around you could be gay. They’re invisible. We were basically saying, 

there’s whatever percentage it would have been on that campus, are gay, in the closet, and 

it would be like all the people that are wearing blue jeans, that number of people. But 

people didn’t get it. The more controversial it became, the more we did it, of course, be-

cause it gave us publicity. And the more publicity we got; the more people were aware of 

our organization. It was in some ways bad publicity, but it was publicity. What Oscar Wilde 

said, “The only thing worse than being talked about is not being talked about.” We defi-

nitely got talked about from that. 
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Q. You also wrote commentaries for The Lantern. Could you talk about how you landed that 

role and what kind of feedback did you hear from fellow students or even faculty members 

about your writing? 

A. I really don’t remember. I went back, those are also in that scrapbook. But you evidently 

did the research from The Lantern. I don’t remember but I’m going to guess that Jerry 

Mallicoat, who would also be an excellent person to interview, he was in Journalism. I 

don’t know if he is still doing Journalism, but he was one of the editors. He wasn’t the top 

editor, I don’t think, at The Lantern, but he was in Journalism, so he was writing for The 

Lantern. I think he was an editor of something. I noticed [in one issue] they had set up a 

community advisory board or something and mine was the first commentary. But I’m 

guessing it was through Jerry that that happened. I really don’t remember why I wrote those 

things. They are a little cringeworthy in some ways forty years on. Which one are you 

asking me about? 

Q. I was getting ready to follow up by asking you about the one titled, “AIDS may have pos-

itive outcomes.”  

A. I don’t remember why I wrote that. It looked like I was upset with somebody because I 

start off with, “These people are trying to discriminate against others,” but I really don’t 

remember why I wrote it. But evidently, somebody had got me pissed off, I guess. I don’t 

remember. It was too long ago. But I don’t even remember writing that, to tell you the 

truth. But that would have been later because it was ’83, I think, so I was in grad school at 

that point. Like I said, I wasn’t as heavily involved but Jerry knew me. He knew I could 

write, so he must have asked me to write those commentaries. I don’t know whether he 



 

18 

asked me about a particular topic or whether I came up with it on my own. I really don’t 

know.  

Q. Okay. I noticed in another commentary, we don’t have to go into detail about it if you don’t 

remember it but another one was titled, “Gays must recognize and accept diverse images.” 

A. That was the one I was just talking about. That’s right. That’s the one that upset me because 

they had asked to try to clean up the image of gays on campus or whatever. I wrote basically 

a diatribe. That was the one I was talking about. The other one, I don’t really remember 

what was the impetus for the other one on AIDS. It was a hot topic, so Jerry probably 

wanted something written about it, I guess. I think I say in there, there’s basically no outlets 

for gays other than the bars and the bathhouse and that sort of stuff. I don’t really remember. 

Q. That’s quite all right. I think there are still things that are interesting in those when you 

look at them today. Let’s talk about what you did after earning your second master’s from 

Ohio State. What did you do after graduating? 

A. I had the two masters. I graduated with my second master’s in ’86 and my partner at the 

time had just graduated with a Ph.D. in statistics. So, he got a job at Battelle. But at the 

Battelle branch here in Washington, D.C. We moved to Arlington, Virginia, and then later 

on to Takoma Park, which is a very liberal, and was at that time a very liberal enclave, 

which was very accepting of gays and lesbians, unlike Arlington, at the time, which was 

very military. I didn’t have a job. Came with him without a job. Signed up answering blind 

ads in the newspaper as we did in those days, for this job, or that administrative assistant 

position, whatever. Anyway, I ended up getting interviewed at National Geographic Soci-

ety for an administrative assistant but they filled it with somebody else, but this is the small 

world part of Ohio. The head of human resources was from Toledo. I think I can almost 
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remember her name, and she remembered me because I was from Ohio. A couple of weeks 

later I get a phone call from her, and she says, “We have an opening for an indexer.” I 

ended up working at National Geographic, basically reading the magazine for a living and 

indexing it. We had about ten indexers, or eight, or ten people doing this. We also indexed 

the books that they were producing. I was really good at it. I didn’t really even know what 

an indexer was, but I actually ended up being pretty good at organizing. And maybe that’s 

why as a gay activist I was organizing.  

So, it’s kind of been a theme through my life, which I’ll get to in a minute. I worked 

there for almost 10 years and then I ended up going to law school at night up in Baltimore. 

Geographic was helping pay part of it. They had a program because they were getting ready 

to downsize. They were trying to help people move on. I ended getting my law degree after 

four years, and then there was a company that I knew about, because in the Indexing Soci-

ety they had indexers there, and they used the same software that we did at Geographic. I 

ended up applying for a job there and ended up there. It was the Bureau of National Affairs, 

which is a private company. When people see Bureau, they think it’s government; but it 

basically published materials for lawyers for their practices. There were newsletters about 

legal topics. There were books, all kinds of things. I ended up indexing them for about 

another 10 years, and then I moved to other positions in editorial, and I ended up just retir-

ing this year in January after 22 years there. So, I’m now retired.  

The other thing that happened along the way, is I bought a house where I live now 

which is Mt. Rainier, Maryland. You’re too young to remember this, but in the late ’70s, 

mid-’80s, I guess, the interest rates for mortgages were like 15-17 percent. I’m not making 

that up. It started with Reagan, I think, and then it didn’t go back. Clinton came in, I think, 
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and I forget what they did. Anyway, interest rates dropped to, like, 7 percent, and Maryland 

had a first-time home buyer program at 6 percent. I was working at National Geographic 

and going to law school, so I didn’t have a lot of money, but I actually qualified for a 

mortgage, and so I ended up buying a house here in Mt. Rainier. Short story is, I ended up 

running for City Council and became a council member and I just got off the council after 

20 years, again this May, just a few months ago. I was also mayor at one point. I was the 

first openly gay mayor elected in the State of Maryland. That was like in 2002. Actually, 

Carol was another council member. She and I were the first openly gay elected officials on 

this city council. In other towns, like Takoma Park, they had openly gay folks on theirs, 

but it was a real change for this town, and there were some people not very happy about it. 

But over time, that changed. And at one point, we had a majority gay and lesbian city 

council. And that was only true in, like, seven places in the United States. We really, this 

town changed a lot in a few years. A lot of the old timers were selling and moving off, and 

a lot of young people started buying because it was cheap here. A lot cheaper. I wanted to 

buy in Takoma Park but no way could I afford those. Those were, like, four times more 

expensive than the little houses here. I got this little house for $80,000, and now it just sold 

for $350,000 or something. That’s unfortunately, that gentrification occurs as well, but 

that’s the way it works. And I have a partner, I’ve been with him for 13 years now and I’m 

planning to sell this house and we bought a small, I’ll call it a farm-ette, it’s 20 acres down 

in Virginia. It was a farm. It’s a fairly new houses on 20 some acres and about half of that 

is wooded. That’s where I’m going to go and have my retirement and have my garden, and 

do that sort of stuff.  

Q. That sounds lovely. 
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A. Stay out of the public eye. 

Q. Right. 

A. Which is hard to do these days but that’s the way it goes. 

Q. As you look back on your campus activism, what are you most proud of? 

A. I saw that question. That’s a tough one. Obviously, in the Gay Alliance, we had a number 

of programs. I think some of the ones that I thought were the most important and I was 

proud of, although I didn’t necessarily come up with them, but I certainly participated. We 

had a telephone hotline and it was the only gay hotline in Columbus. It was actually in the 

phone book under “gay,” Gay Activist Alliance or Gay Alliance or whatever it was in the 

phone book. We would get phone calls from kids, from married men, and we really didn’t 

have the experience looking back on it, to be giving advice, but that’s what we did because 

we were the only game in town until much later. I’m pretty proud of that, helping people 

that were sometimes in crisis. Then, we did speaking engagements which, they had Soci-

ology 101, they probably have 100 or 200 kids in these auditoriums. I think it started out, 

I think there was a lesbian professor who was a Sociology professor. She asked us to come 

and speak to her auditorium full of kids, and so we started doing that, and then we set it up 

pretty formally. And then other Sociology professors started asking us to do that and maybe 

some Psychology classes. I can’t remember. But anyway, we would do them pretty regu-

larly, and they would be huge audiences and we would talk and they could ask questions. 

For a lot of these kids, a lot of them were from rural areas, even from urban areas for that 

matter in those days. We were the first gay and lesbian people they had ever seen, heard, 

ask questions of, whatever. I think that was pretty important. I’ve heard a couple times over 

the years somebody said they remembered us coming and speaking. I have a letter, thank 



 

22 

you letter from somebody, in that scrapbook. Didn’t agree with me, my viewpoint, but 

appreciated the fact that I was willing to stand up and talk. I think just the various provoc-

ative programming we did. Again, we did not have the experience to be doing these things, 

but we figured it out and tried to make ourselves as visible as possible, so that people in 

the closet or people that are just wondering, have somebody to go to and talk to. The Drake 

Union student orientations was a big deal. That was the first time that had ever been done 

and I think that was important, especially like myself when I came to campus, I was ques-

tioning but didn’t really know. So, they find out there’s this organization right there be-

cause mom and dad are looking over their shoulder. I think just being a role model, not 

being threatening, because people considered us evil and child molesters and all that. That 

was what people thought. It was kind of discrediting those sorts of fake news, although I 

don’t know that we changed that many minds. Maybe we did, but, in that time, people were 

pretty hard core, not like today. There are probably other things, but I saw the question and 

I was trying to think but there’s like so many things that we did, that I’m proud of. I really 

am. 

Q. What would you have done differently? 

A. That is a good question. Of course, hindsight is 20/20. I think that I probably should have 

gotten a degree in communications. Looking back on it, I was doing that. But I didn’t really 

know what that was. My brother ended up getting a degree in communications later, my 

older brother, but he went back to college and got that. Because he was in marketing. That 

was his job at Scott’s. But looking back, I think I really would have enjoyed working in 

that field. But that’s 20/20 again. The other thing is the toll that it took on my family, I am 

regretful about that and I didn’t realize that that was going to happen. I guess I should have 
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have been smarter. But again, we were in the same media market and WBNS, I saw this in 

my journal, a week-long series on gay rights or something. They were interviewing us and 

I was using my real name. I was on 610 radio, the AM station. I was in a WOSU television 

interview. I was in the Dispatch. So, what happened was, my parents and my brother espe-

cially were getting harassing phone calls and people would hang up. My brother, actually 

this guy was harassing him. And I happened to be at my brother’s one night when the guy 

called, and I really read him the riot act. I think he stopped calling after that. People would 

make comments to them at the grocery store. My dad was a member of the Elks. People 

would make nasty comments. What I ended up doing later on, I started using a pseudonym. 

I didn’t use my real name. Because I didn’t want them to have to, there was no reason for 

them to have to go through all that. They did not take it well. My dad wouldn’t stand up to 

these people; he would just shrink away. He was very upset about it. This was during the 

period where I wasn’t welcome at home. I would have used a pseudonym from the begin-

ning. Whether they would have allowed that, I don’t know. Nowadays it’s often done to 

protect people’s identity. Those are a couple of things. I think I would have focused a little 

more on my academics than on the activism part. Maybe I would have figured out that 

communications, I just kind of got in that English groove and so I got a master’s in English 

after the B.A. That would have changed my trajectory and I would have been in a different 

place now probably. 

Q. I saw that you published the Buckeye Gala Quarterly Newsletter for alumni. What 

prompted you to start that and how was it received? 

A. I need to ask you, where did you find out about that? Where did you see that? 
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Q. That’s a good question. Actually, I believe it was in the OSU Alumni Magazine. I think 

they had some blurbs in a couple issues about the fact that you were publishing it. I’m 

pretty sure that’s where I saw that. 

A. That’s interesting because we tried to get the Alumni Association to create a subchapter, 

whatever you would call it, an interest group. I think they had one for black alumni, and 

they wouldn’t do it. And so, I guess I started that. This is before, I think we had one of the 

first Mac computers at home, but yeah. I was doing it on that, and then having it xeroxed. 

But there were very few people. It was very hard. A few people would contact me through 

that but it was probably not more than 20 some people. I think probably at some point I got 

busy and some other guy in the group took it over, and then it just faltered. Now there is a 

Gay Alumni Association. It was way before that. We didn’t have the internet. We had a 

laptop. There was no internet. Once the internet came in, it was a lot easier to have a group 

and keep in contact with people. Yeah, we did that for a short while. 

Q. Have you been able to return to campus in recent years, and do you have a sense of what 

the experience is like for LGBTQ students on campus today? 

A. No, not really. Occasionally I’ll read something in the Alumni Magazine or my mom will 

save newspaper articles. My hometown, Marysville, had its first-ever gay pride march this 

year or last fall maybe it was. She’ll clip things for me. But I haven’t really been back. I’ve 

driven through on the way to downtown. My parents are up in Powell, north of Columbus, 

but I haven’t really kept in contact with anybody. A few friends that were students there. 

But no, I know there’s a gay and lesbian student something or other, group, that is sup-

ported by the administration. I assume the Gay Alliance still exists [and there is] Gay and 

Lesbian Student Affairs or something like that, is the name of the office. I don’t know 
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whether the Gay Alliance has folded into that. I could google it. I hadn’t thought of goog-

ling it. I could just google it and find out. But no, the answer to your question is no, I 

haven’t really. 

Q. What, if any, relationship have you had with Ohio State since graduation? We talked about 

the newsletter you kind of tried to put out and then the alumni group. 

A. Back in the ’80s, there was an anniversary of the Gay Alliance. It started in ’71 or ’72. It 

was probably around ’82. It was a ten-year anniversary, I think. And so, I went back for 

that. It was at the Faculty Club. There was a pretty good group of people there. I was there 

for that. Other than that, I’m a life member of the Alumni Association, so I get the maga-

zine. But other that, I really haven’t had very much. 

Q. It sounds like you’ve kept pretty busy with other things since then. 

A. Yeah, that’s true. And renovating houses. That’s the other thing I’ve been doing over the 

years, is I’ve been working on these houses. I’m finally getting this one done after 20 years.  

Q. Nice. Those were the questions that I prepared. Is there anything else that you wanted to 

add or discuss? 

A. Yeah, I wrote down a few things. I gave these to the Ohio Historical Society I believe, but 

actually as a Folk Lore student, I was doing interviews with some of my gay friends back 

in the ’80s, early ’80s, and then I, it might even have been before AIDS actually or right at 

the beginning, but I still had, part of the reason all this stuff is happening now is because 

I’m cleaning the house out to try to move. I had all this stuff that I had looked at that was 

in a trunk, and I hadn’t looked at it for probably 30-some years. I found these tape cassettes 

of these interviews, talking about gay life and some of these men were older. They had 

been out in the gay community in the ’50s and ’60s. They had served in the Armed Forces. 
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And so anyway, I still had them. A couple of them were broken, but I figured the Ohio 

Historical Society could figure out how to fix that. And so, that’s where those went. I’m 

really proud of the fact that I, and I did it for class basically part of it, and then my master’s 

thesis for Folk Lore is on gay performance, storytelling. A friend of mine was a really good 

storyteller, so it was a lot about him and his technique, and that sort of thing. That was my 

master’s thesis for Folk Lore.  

I did not tell you about the graduate housing situation. I mentioned that Joel and I 

were walking home to our graduate apartment on Lane Avenue. The rules at that time, 

these were one-bedroom apartments that the University owned for graduate students. You 

could only cohabitate if you were married. They didn’t allow anybody else to do that. We 

went to the administration and we said, “Hey, we’re a couple. We can’t get married. It’s 

not legal. But we are a committed couple.” We were the first couple they allowed to openly 

cohabitate. We knew a couple of other guys that were doing that secretly, but we were 

officially allowed to cohabitate in that apartment. That really wasn’t talked about or any-

thing but I was very proud of that fact. I was proud of the University to actually come to 

the point where they would actually allow that. I’m sure it’s nothing now. The Wilde-Stein 

Research Fund, which probably doesn’t exist anymore, but we set that up through the De-

velopment Fund or whatever it is that raises money for the University for various causes. 

The reason we did that, and this was my thing, there was grant money out there available, 

but it had to go to something like a development fund. We created this, went through all 

the paperwork and everything, and the basic idea was to get these grants and then buy – we  

bought, like, of course it was microfilm and microfiche – but we bought all the back issues 
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of The Advocate, which was then the big gay newspaper. Or maybe we bought the Wash-

ington Blade. I can’t remember which one. We bought books for the library on gay issues. 

We bought some films. That’s what we did with that. I was hoping that it would catch on, 

but I think basically with the AIDS epidemic, nobody was paying any attention to giving 

money to anything like that. Whether it still exists in theory, on paper, I don’t know.  

Q. And you said it was called the Wilde Stein. 

A. Wilde-Stein, like Oscar Wilde, and then Stein as in Gertrude Stein. 

Q. That’s very cool. 

A. Yeah, yeah, it lasted for a couple of years. We’d get the money and then we would do that. 

I can’t remember whether the University matched. They might have matched the money 

we raised. Maybe that was part of it. It could have been. I can’t remember. 

Another thing is, I mentioned Jerry Mallicoat. I’m going to try to get ahold of him 

because he would be a great person to interview because he was a Lantern writer and editor. 

You can look up Mallicoat, was his last name. And Jerry with a “J.” The other interesting 

thing that I was going to ask you about, at one point, remember that I told you that the non-

students had split off and become their own group. We had all these books and magazines 

and stuff in the office. It was a small office, the first office we had. And so, I had left the 

group for some political or personal reason for a short while. And they had voted to get rid 

of this library. It was a box or two of books and magazines. I took them. They were going 

to throw them away. And so, I’ve had them all these years and they’re still sitting here, 

right here, and I don’t know what to do with them. But what I’m wondering is, and some 

of these are pretty old. They’re like from the ’40s, ’50s, and some of them are common 

books but a lot of them are not. They’re all stamped. I don’t know if there is something at 



 

28 

the University library system that has a collection of gay and lesbian materials. I think there 

was at one time because I think with that Wilde-Stein, I think we actually bought a sub-

scription to some gay erotica magazine or something, because they were collecting that at 

the time, but they only had heterosexual erotica. So, we were going to fix that problem. If 

you would happen to know of anybody at the library system that might be interested in 

some of these books that at one time were in the Gay Alliance office, but I don’t know 

what to do with them. I don’t want to throw them away because some of them are probably 

important. I don’t know. 

Q. I will check. 

A. I guess I could probably google the University library system and try to find some but if 

you know of someone. 

Q. No, I do.  

A. And some of it’s gay erotica, so if that collection still exists. They’re like short stories. Like 

a book of short stories from the, I think it’s from the ’50s or ’60s. And some of them have 

illustrations. I think they’re kind of cool. I don’t know what to do with them but maybe 

somebody would find a use for them in a collection. 

Q. I would think so. I will definitely check on that. 

A. Good, appreciate that. That was one thing I had to ask you about. I gave all the other stuff 

either to the University Archives or Ohio Historical Society. I’ve got all that stuff out of 

here. So, I’m down to this box and a half or whatever it is of books and magazines. Box by 

box it’s going out the door. 

Q. Great. Anything else that you wanted to share? 
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A. No, I just hope that other alumni will come forward and be interviewed about that time 

period, especially earlier. The group started in ’71 or ’72 and I didn’t get there, I didn’t 

start with the group until ’78. There’s a gap there. There’s another thing. Sadly, we had all 

the old newsletters and correspondence and stuff in a file cabinet there, and so I created a 

scrapbook for the early years. At one point, it disappeared and I don’t know whatever hap-

pened to it. It’s sad because it had the original letters and stuff and the controversies of the 

time. I believe that Kevlin at the Archives, she was going to interview John Quigley, the 

law professor, because he was the original advisor for the group. And at that time, it was 

against the law to cross dress, and students were doing that and getting arrested. They had, 

I believe, a party that was raided by the campus police. We had all that material, documen-

tation, that went into the scrapbook and then it’s gone. John Quigley is probably the best 

connection with those early years and what was going on. It was called the Gay Liberation 

Front. It was much more radical at that time, and they were doing things like cross dressing 

and being pushy, being provocative. Again, when we were considered provocative and 

radical, we were looking at what was going on in the early ’70s, during the war years. And 

they were even helping, we had documentation, they were helping guys avoid the draft by 

claiming they were gay. And they would write letters to the government saying this guy is 

gay, so you don’t want this guy. They weren’t necessarily gay, but they were helping guys 

get out of being sent to Vietnam. There was a lot of cool things going on, but I unfortunately 

don’t have any of that documentation now. But John Quigley would be the person for that. 

I think Kevlin was going to interview him or have him interviewed. Maybe the Ohio His-

torical Society was going to do that. You might find out whether that actually happened or 

not.  
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Q. I will do that. 

A. He’s still there because they had contacted him. He had just retired not too long ago, I 

guess. 

Q. Okay. Great.  

A. That’s all I have. 

Q. This has been phenomenal. Thank you so much for helping with this. I’m going to stop our 

recording. 

A. Thank you.  


